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FULL AGENDA FOR TULSA MEETING 
OF WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SET 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Election of a new Structure Committee to conduct a thorough 
study of the World Council of Churches, action on economic development, and 
a programme to combat racism are among major items the Executive Committee 
of the World Council will consider at its meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma (USA) 
on January 27-30. 


Almost all the 19-member Executive Committee plus two WCC presidents and 
one honorary president will attend the Tulsa meeting, the first held since 
the committee was elected by the Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden in 
July 1968. 


Presiding at the meeting will be Chairman M.M. Thomas of Bangalore, India, 
a layman of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar who directs the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society. 


Chief item on the opening day will be the report of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
WCC general secretary, reporting on events since the Uppsala Assembly. In 
succeeding sessions the divisions and departments of the Council will present 
plans for the future for the Executive Committee's approval. 


Of special interest will be a report on the Joint Committee on Society, 
Development and Peace (SODEPAX), in which the WCC co-operates with the Roman 
Catholic Church to further international economic justice. And the Staff 
Planning Committee on Racism is expected to recommend a programme for the 
WCC to undertake to help eliminate racism. 


The Structure Committee to be named at Tulsa is charged with reviewing WCC 
structures during the next two years, and will be asked to report to the 
Central Committee when it meets in December 1970 - January 1971. 


On the day before the formal opening of the Executive Committee, a public 
ecumenical worship service will be held under the sponsorship of the Tulsa 
Council of Churches, the Oklahoma Conncil of Churches and the Liturgical 
Commission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. 


M.M. Thomas has been invited to speak at the service, which will be held 
in the First Presbyterian Church. Father Joseph Mazaika of Ponca City, 
Oklahoma is chairman of the group planning the service. 


A public dinner on the night of January 29 will permit members of churches 
in the Tulsa area to meet World Council leaders. And the visiting church- 
men will fill pulpits in 40 churches during their stay in the city. 


The Southern Liturgical Conference of the Roman Catholic Church will be 
meeting in Tulsa at the same time as the Executive Committee, and several 
WCC staff members and officials have been asked to speak to this group. 


A conference on evangelism and conversion will be addressed by the Rev. 
Philip Potter, director of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


(more) 
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After Tulsa, WCC officials will join personnel from the National Council 
of Churches in conducting six regional ecumenical seminars sponsored ey 
local councils of churches. 


Areas in which the seminars will be held are Des Moines-Minneapolis-St. 

Paul; St. Louis-Jefferson City-Columbia, Missouri; Indianapolis, Indiana- 

Chicago; Dallas-Fort Worth-San Antonio, Texas; and Seattle, Washington. 
EPS 


BIG CARGO PLANES BOUGHT 
FOR BIAFRA RELIEF FLIGHTS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The U.S. Government has sold four C97G "Stratofreighter" 
planes to Joint Church Aid - USA and four to the International Committee 
of the Red Cross to step up the transport of food and medical supplies to 
civilian victims of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict. 


The participating members of JCA/USA are Church World Service, the relief 
arm of the National Council of Churches; the American Jewish Committee; 
and Catholic Relief Services, an agency of the U.S. Catholic Bishops 
Conference. 


The C97G, a cargo version of the Boeing stratocruiser, has a capacity of 
20 tons - nearly twice that of planes currently in use of the mercy flights. 


The planes were sold at $4,000 each, the scrap value placed on them by the 
U.S. Air Force. The sale was made on the understanding that they would 
carry only humanitarian cargoes. 


According to the Geneva office of Joint Church Aid, crews have already 
been designated and will be provided for the church-operated planes by 
Flight Test Research Inc., USA. The planes will become operational this 
month. 


The four newly acquired planes will bring to 12 the fleet flying from Sao 

Tomé, Portuguese West Africa, for Nordchurchaid, Diakonische Werk, Caritas 
Internationalis, German Caritas, Mensen in Nood Holland, and the two U.S. 

Christian agencies. 


Meanwhile in Lagos the Nigerian Federal Government said January 4 that it 
had no objection to Red Cross flights into Biafra by daylight, provided the 
airstrip was not being used for arms traffic during that period.  Biafran 
leader Lt. Col. Odumegwu Ojukwu had approved daylight flights during the 
past few days. 


On January 9 the International Committee of the Red Cross was forced to 
suspend its mercy flights to Biafra because Equatorial Guinea had for- 
bidden it to carry petrol for use in vehicles distributing relief supplies. 
The government, which controls the airport at Fernando Po from which Red 
Cross planes fly, charged that some fuel had been used by Biafran military 
vehicles, but the ICRC denied this. 

EPS 
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SWISS CHURCHES DEPLORE ARMS. SHIPMENTS 


Zurich, (EPS) -- Protestant, Roman Catholic and Old Catholic churches in 
Switzerland issued a joint statement deploring the exporting of arms by 
a Swiss firm to belligerent parties. 


They expressed gratitude to the Swiss Federal Council, the Parliament and 
the Swiss people for "their unequivocal opposition to this gross infringe- 
ment of legal regulations". 


The statement was issued by the Federation of Protestant Churches, the 
Conference of Roman Catholic Bishops, and the Old Catholic Bishop for 
Switzerland. 


Last summer the Swiss churches appealed to churches in Britain to try to 
stop further export of arms from their country to Nigeria. "It is extremely 
painful to discover that while we were making this appeal, Swiss arms were 
being supplied to Nigeria", the statement said. 


Meanwhile in Great Britain, appeals went to Parliament just before Christmas 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey; John Cardinal 
Heenan of the Roman Catholic Church; and Moderator Edward Rogers of the 
Free Church Federal Council, urging a halt to arms shipments to Nigeria. 

EPS 


PROTESTANTS IN SWITZERLAND 
GIVE $100,000 FOR BIAFRA AID 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Swiss Protestants have contributed another $100,000 to 
aid victims of the Nigeria/Biafra war, the country's Protestant relief 
agency Hilfswerk announced. The money has been given to the Joint Church 
Aid International Centre here for use in that agency's Biafra airlift. 


Joint Church Aid said it expects an additional $400,000 from a drive 
conducted by Migros, the Swiss chain store. Migros customers contributed 
about $200,000, and management has matched it franc for franc. 

EPS 


BULGARIAN ORTHODOX ADOPT NEW CALENDAR 


Sofia, Bulgaria, (EPS) -- The Bulgarian Orthodox Church has formally 
accepted a reformed calendar which will synchronize its celebration of 
feast days with those of most other Orthodox churches and will make its 
dates coincide with the generally accepted Gregorian Calendar. The use 
of the new calendar would abolish "the anomaly of celebrating the New 
Year during the pre-Christmas period of fasting". It was said that the 
change reflected a "striving for the uniformity and unity of Christian 
faith". 

EPS 
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NIGERIAN CHURCH ASKS WARC 
TO WORK FOR CEASEFIRE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The greatest help that Christian churches around the 

world can render fellow Christians in Nigeria/Biafra is to exert pressure 
on their own governments to bring about a ceasefire, the Presbyterian 
Church of Nigeria has informed the World Alliance of Reformed Churches here. 


The first letter to reach the WARC office from the Nigerian Church since 
the start of hostilities 19 months ago said: "It is good to be fed today, 
but if afterwards you are shelled...and your home is completely destroyed 
(and perhaps your very life), what good is it? 


"The greatest help we are anxiously awaiting is a ceasefire. May God help 
you towards its achievement". 


Dr. Wilhelm Niesel, president, and Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary 
of WARC, immediately sent all 110 member churches a communiqué asking them 
to plead with their national governments to use all their influence to 
obtain a ceasefire. A similar appeal went to members of the International 
Congregational Council from its minister-secretary, the Rev. F.H. Kaan. 


The letter from the Nigerians stated that of all the major churches in 
Biafra, the Presbyterian Church has suffered most in the destruction of 
church buildings, hospitals and schools. 


EPS 
LEADING CHURCH HISTORIAN 
DIES IN WESTERN U.S. 
Oregon City, Oregon (EPS) -- Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette, 84, eminent 


church historian who particpated in drafting the: constitution of the 
World Council of Churches at Utrecht in 1938, died here December 26 
after being struck by an automobile. 


Dr. Latourette, professor-emeritus of Yale University, was visiting his 
sister here for the Christmas holidays. He had continued to make his 
home in New Haven, Connecticut, since his retirement in 1953. 


At the. recent meeting of the WCC's Divisional Committee of World Mission 
and Evangelism in Odense, Denmark, the distinguished mission leader had 

been named honorary chairman of the Advisory Board for the WCC's Inter- 

national Review of Mission. 


In late November he participated in the Triennial Assembly of the Division 
of Overseas Ministries of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


One-time missionary in China, Dr. Latourette was the author of some 80 
books including ‘seven volumes on The History of the Expansion of 
Christianity, published between 1937 and 1945. A four-volume History of 
Christianity issued in 1953 was also a standard work on church history. 
He had aided the American Bible Society, Japan International Christian 
University, the American Baptist Convention and the Association of Asian 
Studies. 

EPS 
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ULSTER PROTESTANTS URGED 
TO TAKE RISKS FOR PEACE 


Belfast, Northern Ireland, (EPS) -- The credibility of Western Christianity 
is being tested on the anvil of poverty and race, according to the Rev. 
R.D. Eric Gallagher, a former president of the Methodist Church in Ireland. 


Speaking at the annual Methodist Covenant service on January 5 on the BBC's 
world service Sunday worship programme, Mr. Gallagher said when he looks 

at the Methodist call to give one day's salary to the "World Poverty" 
campaign, it is “almost blasphemy" for it represents "slightly more than 

a 4% of my income". 


The service was broadcast from the Grosvenor Hall, one of the two Methodist 
mission centres in this city. 


As Northern Ireland counted the cost of a weekend of Protestant—Catholic 
clashes in which 177 persons were hurt and £250,000 damage done to property, 
Mr. Gallagher (a prominent leader for better Catholic-Protestant relations 
in Ireland) called on Ulster's Christians to "take risks for peace". 


Recalling world-wide interest in recent religious-politico disturbances 

in this Protestant-ruled British Province, Mr. Gallagher said it was only 

recently that "Christian people have begun to realize their own share of 

guilt...We have evaded our responsibilities and we did not want to be 

counted when agitators and reactionaries were calling the tune’) he added. 
EPS 


FIRST INCREASE IN EPS PRICE SINCE '65 


Geneva, (EPS) -- With this issue the price of Ecumenical Press Service 
increases for those who pay in currency other than U.S. dollars. This is 
the first increase since January 1965. During this period postal rates 
have risen on an average of 33%, as has the cost of paper. The new price 
of S.Fr./DM 24 and £2.8.0 will bring these subscriptions into line with 
the price already charged for U.S. dollar subscriptions ($7.50). 


For the last two years EPS has included a monthly photo service and recently 
started a regular feature service bringing articles of ecumenical and top- 
ical interest. This is in addition to important documents on church life 
appended from time to time. 


To receive EPS by airmail one must add to the basic rate given above the 
appropriate airmail postage as follows: 


S.Fr. /DM U.S.$ 
Europe, North Africa, Near East (inc. Israel) L6srr 4.-- 
Arabia, Central Africa, Ethiopia, Mid-East 24,.-- —— 
North America (inc. Hawaii), Indian sub-continent 28.-- 6.50 
Central America, Caribbean area, Southern Africa, 32.-- 7.50 

Madagascar 

South America, Far East 40J/-- 9.50 
Australia, New Zealand, Pacific area 56.-- 13 olrest 
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CHANGES IN CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
TO THREE U.S. LUTHERAN BODIES 


Minneapolis, Minnesota, (EPS) -- Postponement of confirmation until the 
tenth grade (normally age 15 or 16), preceded by three years of weekly 
instruction in Christian education was suggested by a joint committee of 
three major U.S. Lutheran churches in a report sent to 17,000 local 
congregations. 


After four years of study the 15-member Joint Commission on the Theology 
and Practice of Confirmation recommended a new rite that would admit 
children to the sacrament of Holy Communion at fifth-grade level (age 

9 or 10). 


The commission noted that confirmation as now practised tends to be 
regarded as more important than baptism, which Christian theology teaches 
as the sacrament of initiation into church membership. Confirmation has 
become, says the commission, "a fairly effective way of processing children 
through a series of ecclesiastical puberty rites". For many it is a social 
event. Chief concern is that the present system seems to suggest gradua- 
tion from Christian study. 


The commission offered this new definition for the study and approval of 
the churches: "Confirmation is a pastoral and educational ministry of the 
church that is designed to help baptized children identify with the life 
and mission of the adult Christian community and that is celebrated in 

a public rite". 


On the commission were five representatives each from the American Lutheran 
Church, Lutheran Church in America and Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. 
EPS 


GROUP MINISTRY TO SERVE 
NEW BRITISH COMMUNITY 


London, (EPS) -- A Roman Catholic priest, an Anglican priest and a Pres- 
byterian minister have begun a group ministry to residents of Thamesmead, 
a new community built on marshland on the south bank of the Thames. 


The clergymen of the Interim Group Ministry are greeting families moving 
into. the $480 million development to be completed by 1982. Father Frank 
O'Sullivan, Catholic; the Rev. Alan Bradbury, Anglicans; and the Rev. 
Derek Baker, Presbyterian, said they hope to have Methodist and Congrega- 
tional ministers working with them soon. 


The interim ministry is the first stage in a proposed Thamesmead Ecumenical 
Project, which will eventually have a $500,000 complex including a centre, 
a small church building, a hall, committee rooms, restaurant and housing 
accommodation. 


At present, the project is using the Anglican William Temple Church as its 
shared "pastoral unit". Joint liturgical services have been organized and 
joint Bible discussion groups are planned. 

EPS 


No. 1 - 9th January, 1969 8 


FLORENCE PASTORS DECRY DEROGATORY 
USE OF TERM "PROTESTANT" 


Florence, (EPS) -- Although the Rev. Enzo Mazzi, Roman Catholic priest, 
has been removed from Isolotto Parish, his parishioners continue to demon- 
strate on his behalf. After his successor, Don Alba, had finished saying 
Mass on January 1, some parishioners entered the church reciting prayers 
aloud. Don Alba asked them to leave saying, "I am instructed to tell you 
that it is not possible to celebrate a Catholic service in a Catholic 
church, and then to hold a Protestant service in that church". 


Pastors of the Waldensian, Methodist and Baptist churches of Florence, in 

an open letter to Cardinal Florit, archbishop of Florence, protested against 
the use of the word "Protestant" by Don Alba, describing it as "unfortunate 
and misplaced". The pastors enquired whether Bible reading and intercess- 
ions are appropriate only to Protestant services. They deplored the fact 
that a Catholic priest had used "Protestant" in a pejorative sense while 

the hierarchy, at least on the diplomatic level, was trying to establish 
relations with the non-Catholic world. 


"We note that every time a dissension arises within the Catholic Church it 
is immediately defined as a "Protestant'' movement, which is contrary to 
the spirit of certain affirmations made by the Second Vatican Council", 
they wrote. 


Catholics Attend Protestant Service 


Also in Florence a group of Roman Catholics who disagree with their own 
church expressed their fellowship with other Christians by participating 
in Holy Communion at the Waldensian Church on Christmas Day. The pastor, 
the Rev. Franco Sommani, said: "It is not a question of passing from one 
confession to another but of some kind of prophetic protest against the 
ecumenism of words which will be plentiful during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity". 
EPS 


CHRISTIANS CONDEMN MIDEAST VIOLENCE 


New York, (EPS) -- The president of the National Council of Churches (USA) 
and the director of its international affairs programme wired President 
Lyndon Johnson expressing gratitude for “your efforts for peace and modera- 
tion in the Middle East". They specifically mentioned Ambassador J.R. 
Wiggins’ reported condemation in the UN Security Council of the Israeli 
attack on the Beirut airport. 


Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, president, and Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, director 

of the NCC's Department of International Affairs, said they appreciated 
Wiggins’ "call to break the pattern of violence and his plea for a meaningful 
arms limitation agreement". 


Vatican City reported Pope Paul VI had sent a cable to President Charles 
Helou of Lebanon. He deplored violent acts, from whatever side, which can 


only worsen the situation. 
y EPS 
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SWISS CHRISTIANS PROMISE 32 
OF INCOME TO DEVELOPMENT AID 


Berne, (EPS) -- More than 1,050 Swiss have signed a declaration pledging 
3% of their income for the next three years to support development aid. 
Their statement, entitled "Switzerland and the Developing Countries", 

was released at a press conference in Berne January 9 by Prof. Max Geiger 
of the University of Basle on behalf of the signers. 


The "Berne Statement" was drawn up by a committee including Prof. André 
Bieler, Prof. Pierre Bonnard of Lausanne, Professor Geiger, Pastor Jacques 
Rossel of Basle and Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the WCC's Faith and 
Order Secretariat. 


Mr. Geiger stressed that the problem of development is a complex one, and 
the appeal to individuals does not claim'to solve all the problems. On 
the other hand, it is not possible to take big economic and political 
decisions unless they are supported by a large number of committed indi- 
viduals. By. signing the statement the signatories indicated they are pre- 
pared to accept the consequences of the development policy. 


Their statement said: "An institute should be created to study the pro- 
blems presented to our country by the situation in the Third World, to co- 
ordinate efforts being made to solve them, and to keep the public better 
informed. 


"Our contemporaries are increasingly aware of the importance of these 
questions, which have been constantly stressed by world authorities 
including leading economists. What is lacking is the determination to act 
and to make a personal commitment. If.a large number of people did so, 
this would inevitably create a national determination to act. 


"The peoples who are rich today are those of the Judaeo-Christian culture. 
They owe their development and.social evolution partly to this spiritual 
liberation, as well as to the fact that other peoples have worked for them, 
often under miserable conditions... Christians today cannot keep all their 
wealth for themselves without betraying the gospel. They know they must 
limit their own prosperity to enable all men (including themselves) to 
carry out their human vocation. Many non-believers who have struggled for 
social justice - sometimes even more than Christians - are also seeking to 
give meaning to their lives through this struggle". 


The committee which drafted the statement said the signers were free to 
make their gift to any organization, religious or secular, working for 
the Third World. They said: "We are anxious that this initiative remain 
strictly private in character, so the largest possible number of pastors 
and lay people can associate themselves with it, free from pressures of 
any kind". 

EPS 
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BRITISH BAPTISTS FORM GROUP 
TO FOSTER ECUMENISM, RENEWAL 


Leicester, England, (EPS) -- Some 90 Baptist ministers and laymen have 
established a Baptist Renewal Group to promote "radical" and ecumenical 
initiatives for mission and renewal. 


The group was formed at a conference held in response to the plea of five 
ministers in the West Midlands for a "real and practical commitment" to 
Christian unity. Their call was contained in a booklet Baptists for Unity. 


Among those attending the conference were Dr. David Russell, general secre- 
tary of the 300,000-member Baptist Union, and his predecessor, Dr. Ernest 
A. Payne, a WCC president. 


The group will bring together Baptists of "radical opinion" and make sure 

that a many-sided debate is carried on among Baptists. It will also look 

for practical ways of encouraging local ecumenical experiments in mission 
both inside and outside present denominational arrangements. 


The conference was chaired by Dr. Paul Rowntree Clifford, president of 
Selly Oak Colleges of Birmingham. A committee of 10 was named to steer 
the group until the next annual Baptist Assembly in the spring. 


EPS 
REGIONAL GROUP FOR AMERICAS 
FORMED BY BIBLE SOCIETIES 
Oaxtepec, Mexico, (EPS) -- More than 100 persons from 25 countries attended 


the first United Bible Societies’ Regional Conference for North and South 
America held at this resort 90 km. south of Mexico City. In the group 
were two observers from the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity and the Latin American Bishops" Conference. 


The conference, last of four such regional gatherings sponsored by UBS, 
elected an executive committee of seven, nominated a regional consultant 
based in New York and a regional secretary to co-ordinate the work of con- 
sultants in the Latin America Regional Centre in Mexico City. 


After discussing frankly the problems and opportunities offered by the 
Roman Catholic Church's growing participation in Bible translation work, 
the meeting drew up guidelines for co-operation in the region. A message 
issued at the close stressed that mere distribution of the Bible is not 
enough. In an area where illiteracy is high, the recipient of the Book 
must be taught to read it, interpret it and live it. 

EPS 


NEW EDITION OF BIBLE IN YUGOSLAVIA 


Belgrade, (EPS) - A new edition of the Bible, the first in Yugoslavia since 
World War II, has been published in Zagreb, Yugoslavia's second city, accord- 
ing to an advertisement in the newspaper Borba here. Three editions are 
offered including a limited number of a luxury edition costing 2,000 dinars 
(over £60 or $162). The translation purports to be the first in Yugoslavia 
from the original... 
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ECUMENICAL CENTRE FOR PRAGUE PROPOSED 


Prague, (EPS) -- West German churches have promised support and various 
groups in Britain are raising money to finance an ecumenical centre for 
Prague that would provide a meeting place for Christians of all denomina- 
tions and a context for Christian-Marxist dialogue. The Czech churches 
wish to involve as many Western churches as possible. 


The Czech Council of Churches has set up a committee to promote the 
centre, composed of Dr. Josef Hromadka of the Comenius Faculty, Bishop 
Kupka of the Czechoslovak Church, and Dr. 0. L. Bartho, general secretary 
of the Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession. 

EPS 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND NAMING TECHNOLOGIST 


Edinburgh, (EPS) -- The Church of Scotland will appoint a technologist 
to make a pioneering study of the church's role in today's technological 
society. The Home Board has also decided to double its staff of full- 
time industrial chaplains over the next four years, which will mean an 
increase from three to six. The new developments are a direct result of 
a national conference held last March at which a widely representative 
group of industrialists, trade unionists and churchmen recommended deeper 
church involvement in the country's industrial life. 

EPS 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
has been granted the honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities by Ohio 
Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio. The degree will be conferred on 
February 18 when Dr. Blake delivers the Merrick Lectures at the Methodist 
institution. 


* * * 


Bishop Vladimir Sabodan, representative of the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church at the headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva, has been appointed bishop of Pereyaslav-Khmelnitzky in 
the diocese of Kiev. No successor has been named to the Geneva post. 


* * * 


Hymns from the East Asia Christian Conference hymnal and from a 1966 issue 
of Risk, publication of the WCC's Youth Department, have been recorded by 
students and staff of St. Colm's Missionary College, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
The record is designed to popularise Asian hymns among Western Christians. 


* * * 


Two prominent German churchmen died recently. Dr. Wolfgang Sucker, 63, 
successor to Dr. Martin Nieméller as president of the Evangelical Church 
of Hesse-Nassau, died in Darmstadt. An expert on Germany's church union 
problems, he headed the Evangelical League, which encouraged Protestant 


(more) 


No. 1 - 9th January, 1969 12 


IN BRIEF (continued) 


participation in public life. Dr. Hans Asmussen, 70, a German Lutheran 
theologian who opposed both nazism and communism, died in Speyer. He 

was decorated by the government in 1963 for his leadership of church 
opposition to nazism and his part in the rehabilitation of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany after World War II. 


* * * 


A group of Philippine men and women seeking Christian unity, fellowship 
and understanding among Catholics, Protestants and other groups has been 
meeting twice a month at the national headquarters of the YMCA in Manila. 
The exchange of ideas and the earnest desire to understand one another's 
viewpoint has resulted in a deepening of their Christian faith. 


* * * 


The Commission on Christian Social Action of the North Carolina (USA) 
Council of Churches has adopted a statement of legislative principles 
which calls on the 1969 State Legislature to "repeal the statutory laws 
barring interracial marriage". It aslo urges school officials to continue 
steps to integrate the schools at both faculty and student levels. 


* * * 


The Rev. Christopher Woods of Edinburgh, Scotland, has been appointed to 
develop closer relations between the Church of England and the Spanish 
Reformed Episcopal Church and the Lusitanian Church of Portugal. He will 
spend nine months a year working with these two small members of the 
Anglican communion and the rest of the year in Britain. 


* * * 


Governor Luis A. Ferre of Puerto Rico has appointed a Methodist minister, 
the Rev. Efrain Santiago, 38, as head of his social services department. 
The pastor of Wesleyan Church in San Juan heads a new agency combining 
functions formerly performed by six agencies. 


* * * 


The Uppsala Assembly of the World Council of Churches was listed as one of 
the major religious news stories of 1968 in several U.S. polls. The Re- 
ligious News Writers Association listed it second only to Pope Paul's en- 
cyclical on birth control. Dick Sutcliffe in his nationally broadcast 
Church news programme, rated the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King 
as first in news value, Uppsala second. 


* * * 


For the first time in its 170-year history the Anglican Church Missionary 
Society has chosen a woman as its president. She is Miss Diana Reader 
Harris, headmistress of Sherborne School for Girls in Dorset, England, who 
has been a member of the Society's executive committee since 1955 and its 
chairman from 1960 to 1963. She succeeds Sir Kenneth Grubb, who retires 
this year. 

EPS 
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THERE'S ANOTHER SIDE TO "GAY PAREE" 


by the Rev. George Velten, 
Staff Member, French Protestant Industrial Mission 


The 11th Arrondissement in the eastern section of Paris has a population 
density of 528 people to the hectare, compared with 325 per hectare for the 
city as awhole. One ward of the arrondissement known as "La Folie Meri- 
court'' has almost 900 people ‘per hectare. This means 46,000 people living 
in one-third of a square mile (one-half a kilometre). 


So crowded is the area that each person tends to scurry from the subway exit 
to his lodgings as quickly as possible and lock the door behind him in order 
to find a measure of privacy. 


As a Catholic priest once said, “People here are like dry grains of sand. 
Nothing, absolutely nothing binds them together". 


It was only with the change in the government's housing policy in 1963 that 
some residents of the area saw the need for joint action. In that year the 
amount of money allocated to build state-subsidised housing was cut in half. 
And owners of tenements began to evict the occupants without notice. The 
buildings were then renovated and made into studios for which exhorbitant 
prices were asked. This brought enormous profits to some, tragedy to others 
who found themselves out on the street with no guarantee of re-housing. 


At the local centre of the French Protestant Industrial Mission (FPIM) in 
the rue de la Fontaine au Roi some 60 people joined with 30 Roman Catholics 
and a few Communists in a silent march of protest. They carried placards 
demanding justice for the badly housed and distributed leaflets in front of 
one tenement whose occupants had been dispossessed. Other groups did the 
same in their neighbourhoods. 


Some owners became frightened and began to give several months" notice so 
their tenants could find other quarters. Eventually the Minister of Housing 
issued a decree guaranteeing protection to those forced to live in tenements. 


In addition, a committee was set up for the arrondissement to inform the 
local population on the true dimensions of the housing problem, possible 
solutions and the need to exert pressure on local and national authorities 
so they would deal vigorously with this immense problem. On this committee, 
Catholics, socialists, radicals, Communists and Christians from the Pro- 
testant Centre work side by side. 


Participation in this public demonstration raised other questions for the 
Christians, e.g. the need for a love of neighbour strong enough to with- 
stand the suffering that might be involved, the type of action required to 
affect those in key positions, the possibilities of collaboration with those 
in organizations with different motivation and objectives. It became clear 
that if we wanted to obey Christ, we needed his vision and his freedom - 


(more) 
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the vision of transforming society, the freedom of obedience, practised 
with those who do not know him as Lord but to whom he also says: "Thou 
tw 


shalt love thy neighbour: 


I, as well as other team members of the FPIM, happen to believe that the 
Lord wants to “bring out from the house of bondage" the believers and 
the unbelievers of the industrial areas. This demands an awareness on 
our part of not only the relationship between individuals but also those 
between communities. This requires our presence at the mini-structure 
levels but in addition at the macro-structures of secular society. Thus 
the small group of believers at rue de la Fontaine au Roi does not con- 
stitute a middle-class enclave in ideology and culture. It must receive 
the gospel and live it amongst the people. 


Thus the Protestant Centre began to set up small teams to study urban 

and industrial problems, keeping in mind that every situation has implica- 
tions for both the individual and the group collectively. At the same 

time the teams tried to be receptive to the Word and Spirit of Christ 
working in all men so that together they may seek reconciliation and justice. 


In considering the composition of these teams, the laymen at the centre 
soon convinced me that a theologian is not necessarily competent in every 
field. In the industrial world the Christian may be no more competent 
than the non-Christian, who makes up 98% of the population. 


To allow for this fact, dialogue structures were invented which placed on 

a par the small handful of intellectuals and university students with 

other lay members of the parish, almost all of whom had had a primary 
education. Decisions were taken collectively, not only in the small groups 
but in the board of the centre as well. 


In another development, the Sunday service became a communal hearing and in- 
vestigation of topical questions and biblical themes and texts, which were 
chosen by the board and prepared by a group of laymen working with the 
minister. The themes and the wording of the intercessions were delegated 

to laymen, as well as research into liturgical questions. 


Through this process the timeliness and relevance of the gospel has become 
strikingly evident, and we are strengthened in the conviction that we 

have a collective responsibility in worship and listening to the Word, 

as well as in service. 


For me as minister, it is an extraordinary experience to serve lay people 
in this way, and I can honestly say that they have enriched my ministry 
tremendously. They for their part seem more committed, more happy and 
intelligent about their vocation in an industrial society which is so 
cruel to the poor but which can be illumined by the gospel. 


Some practical results of our attempt to "live the Church" can be enu- 
merated. New services and groups have been created at the Protestant 
Centre, often in conjuction with members of other religious and non- 
religious organizations. These include: a family guidance service staffed 
by members of the French Family Planning Movement and friends of our centre; 


(more) 
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a literacy course held twice a week for North Africans, mainly Moslems 
(a joint, activity with local Catholics); © am "open" club for teenagers 
attended mostly by young people who do not fit into other organizations; 
a cultural group which each month takes: 70-80 Sees to see a play on 
social problems; and a peace committee. 


A Christian newspaper, edited by a team of’ Catholics and Protestants, is 
circulated to 15,000 people in the arrondissement every other month. In 
addition, some old activities which no longer served a useful purpose have 
been discontinued or modified to meet new needs. 


Almost all those associated with the centre have discovered the value of 

serving one's neighbour, either within the centre or outside it, and parti- 
-cipating in a trade union because they saw the necessity of assuming 
responsibilities together. They are increasingly aware of the problems 
created by an industrial society, which constantly changes its technology 
and its structures. 


In the last two years parishioners have begun,to read the Bible in a new 
way. They not only study it in small groups, but four Sundays are spent. 
on each biblical event. This allows time to place it in its historical 
and literary context and~-to see what it says to our urban and industrial 
situation. In the process Marxist and existentialist criticisms of 
religion are examined frankly. _ This enriches the search for the gospel's 
relevance. 


During the events of May and Jue 1968 most of the militants at our centre 
found themselves well-equipped to come forward and undertake certain joint 
activities, while continuing to share their differences of opinion and 
the;r hopes with others at the centre. Our staff members were able to 
reach political and ecclesiastical leaders and set in motion large-scale 
projects to aid those hardest hit by the general strike such as old people 
and migrants. 


On September 22 some 60 persons (about one-third not practising Christians) 
gathered for a day of study. Once again we examined the needs of inhabitants 
of the 11th Arrondtssement and the structures and organizations available 

to meet them. 


In calling this conference, our centre of the FPIM was performing one of its 
major functions: serving as a meeting place or open community where 
Christians and non-Christians alike can try to understand their situation 
in the light of the gospel and to face that situation with others in the 
spirit of Christ who gives liberty and courage. 


This "church for others" would lose much of its meaning, however, if the 
French Protestant Industrial Mission were not within the Church. Leaders 
of the FPIM branches act as a liaison between the lay movements of French 
Protestantism, the traditional parishes, and ecclesiastical authorities 
and committees. While we are encouraged by the studies being done by the 
Church, our small teams and local boards are frustrated by the small means 
at our disposal, both in terms of men and money. Sometimes we find it 


(more) 
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difficult to engage in dialogue and joint action with the more traditional 
parishes, which seem ill at ease with our style of Christian life. 


However, joy predominates as we are able to participate in the action of 
the Spirit of Christ in our changing world so completely dominated by 
urbanization and technology. 

EPS 


The French Protestant Industrial Mission was founded in 1872 on the initia- 
tive of a British minister, the Rev. Robert W. McAll. Today it is a member 
of the French Protestant Federation, and representatives of the major 
denominations sit on its national committee. The centre at rue de la 
Fontaine au Roi is one of several operated by the FPIM. 


The Rev. George Velten, a member of the FPIM since 1945, divides his time 
between work in Paris and the British Committee linking British and French 
efforts to find new forms of Christian presence in urban and industrial 
communities. Mr. Velten's book Mission in Industrial France has just been 
published by SCM Press. 


(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, Department of Com- 
munication, Ecumenical Centre, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, 
Switzerland. ) 
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POPE PAUL RECEIVES DR. BLAKE 
IN PONTIFICAL APARTMENT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Pope Paul VI received a leather-bound copy of the report 
of the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches from the Council's 
general secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, last week (January 9). 


Dr. Blake, accompanied by Assistant General Secretary A. Dominique Micheli, 
had a 45-minute private audience with the Roman Pontiff in the library of 
his pontifical apartment at the Vatican. 


The church leaders' informal discussion ranged from ‘Roman Catholic member- 
ship' on the WCC Faith and Order Commission to 'the crisis of authority' 
in the Roman Catholic Church. 


Dr. Blake told Pope Paul the crisis of authority is not confined to the 
Roman Catholic Church. "We find ourselves facing the same issue in both 
the World Council and its member churches", he said. 


Dr. Blake, who first visited Pope Paul in 1964 when Stated Clerk of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, emphasized "the creative possi- 
bilities" in the current crisis of authority during his discussion last week. 


Pope Paul said the setting up of the Joint Working Group between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches was due to "the spirit 
and work of the Second Vatican Council...and the principles that guide 

the World Council of Churches". 


In emphasizing the difference between the World Council and his church, 
the Pope said the Roman Catholic Church "bases its authority" on the fact 
that "it was founded by Christ". The World Council of Churches, the 

Pope said, "is a human, terrestrial institution which exists to seek unity 
between Christians and...is essentially provisional and temporary". 


Dr. Blake and Mr. Micheli also visited representatives of the member 
churches of the World Council of Churches in Italy and shared with them 
the news of growing co-operation with the Roman Catholic Church. 

EPS 


MEMORANDUM FROM ISRAEL 
AWAITED BY LWF OFFICERS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Officials of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), 
meeting here this week, were awaiting a memorandum from the Government of 
Israel explaining its decision to take control and build on a piece of 
property owned by the LWF on Mount Scopus in Jerusalem. 


An LWF delegation headed by its president, Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota (USA), returned here after talks in Jerusalem with 
high-ranking Israeli officials last week. 


"No decision can be reached", said Dr. Schiotz, "until our Board of Trustees 


receives a memorandum promised by the Government". (more ) 
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Contrary to news accounts published in Jerusalem, there has been no agree- 
ment of any kind made with Israel for use of the Lutheran property, accord- 
ing to Dr. Schiotz. 


The delegation that went to Jerusalem included Dr. André Appel of Geneva, 
LWF general secretary; Dr. Paul C. Empie of New York, chairman of the 
federation's Commission on World Service; Mr. Claus Dolling of the Geneva 
Department of World Service; and Mr. Donald P. Scott, world service 
director in Jerusalem. 


They conferred with Minister of Justice Y.S. Shapiro, Ambassador Michael 
Comay, adviser to the Foreign Minister, and Mr. Michael Pragai, in charge 
of ecclesiastical affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The Lutherans were told that Israel feels it necessary to erect temporary 
structures on "strategic sites" on Mt. Scopus "for the purpose of strength- 
ening the defence of Jerusalem". 


The talks stemmed from an incident on December 9 when a work crew drove 

on to the LWF property and started drilling holes. Asked to stop, they 
left but returned next day accompanied by an Israeli military patrol in 

an armed jeep. During an ensuing argument, an Israeli soldier fired 

several shots into the ground near LWF officials. Subsequently the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs wrote to Mr. Scott expressing regret at the shooting. 


The site in question is opposite the entrance to the Augusta Victoria 
Hospital, owned by LWF and used to care for Arab refugees by special arrange- 
ment with the UN. 

EPS 


GENEVA'S WEEK OF PRAYER FEATURES 
ROMAN CATHOLIC PARTICIPATION 


Geneva, (EPS) -- For the first time since the Reformation, Roman Catholics 
and Protestants will worship together in the John Calvin Auditorium here. 
The service, on January 19, marking the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
will be attended by members of the Dutch Protestant Church in Geneva and 
by Dutch Roman Catholics. 


Worship will be led by the Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, director of the WCC's 
Department of Communication. The preacher will be Father Franciscus Dirks, 
parish priest in a German-speaking congregation in Bienne, who is respon- 
sible for the pastoral care of Dutch Roman Catholics in south-west Switzer- 
land. 


It was at the Auditorium, once a mediaeval chapel known as "Our Lady of New", 
that John Calvin lectured and preached; it was here also that English- 
speaking Protestant refugees worshipped under the ministry of John Knox. 
Under Theodore Beza, Calvin's successor, the building became the heart of 

the University of Geneva and theological classes met here for more than 

two centuries. 


Other services scheduled for the week include an ecumenical service in 
Calvin's Cathedral, St. Pierre, on Sunday, January 19. Among the participants 
(more) 
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will be Mr. Luntadila, Kimbanguist Church, Congo-Kinshasa; Rev. Sergio 
Rostagno, Waldensian Church; Rev. Léon Gautier, Old Catholic; Mary 
Virginia Shaw, Episcopalian; and a Roman Catholic priesty Rev. Charles Rossi. 


In Great Britain a number of outstanding Protestant, Anglican and Roman 
Catholic churchmen will preach in pulpits of other communions. John 
Cardinal Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster, has been invited to St. Paul's 
Cathedral, London, on Wednesday evening, January 22. He will be welcomed 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, who preached in 
Westminster Cathedral (Roman Catholic) last year. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury will preach at the evening service in City 

Temple (Congregational) on January 19. An inter-denominational service 

in the Jesuit Church will hear the Bishop of Stepney, Dr. Trevor Huddleston. 
EPS 


ONE MILLION SHILLING DRIVE 
TO FINANCE AFRICAN MEETING 


Abidjan, Ivory Coast, (EPS) -- Christians from Tananarive to Dakar and 
from Cairo to Capetown began last month the collection of one million 
shillings to finance their All Africa Conference scheduled to be held 
here September 1-12. 


The "Give One Shilling" campaign hopes to raise £50,000 by May 4 when 
church members return their green, white and black cardboard collecting 
boxes to the churches at special services ending a week of prayer for 
the conference. 


(The word 'shilling' refers to any African currency similar to the British 
shilling, which is worth about 12 U.S. cents.) 


"Abidjan '69", as the September conference is being called, is sponsored by 
the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). It will be held in the ultra- 
modern university of this West African nation. Of the 500 delegates, one- 
third will be women and one-third youth delegates from member churches. 


The theme "With Christ at Work in Africa Today" will open up for the first 
time on an all-African level a discussion of the role of Christians in the 
cultural revolutions in Africa. Subjects for discussion in addition to 
social and political problems include the liturgies of the churches and 
the place of music and dancing in Christianity. 


"The idea behind the 'Give One Shilling’ campaign is to demonstrate our 

determination to help ourselves", said Mr. Samuel Amissah, general secre- 

tary of AACC based in Nairobi, Kenya. '"We want to show the world that we 

can think and act together on the problems facing the Church in Africa today." 
a, 2 | EPS 


NEW QUARTERS FOR AFRICA'S 
BROADCAST TRAINING CENTRE 


Nairobi, Kenya, (EPS) -- New permanent facilities to train Christian broad- 


casters for Africa are now operating here thanks to ecumenical initiatives. 
(more) 
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The formal opening of the new Christian Broadcast Training Centre, owned 
and operated by the All Africa Conference of Churches, took place last 
month with Kenya's Minister for Information and Broadcasting, the Hon. 
James Osogo, in attendance. 


The building, which replaces temporary quarters, includes classrooms, 
studios, library, cafeteria and offices. It was built with funds from 
the Central Agency for Development Aid of the Evangelical Church in Bonn, 
West Germany. 


A large portion of the annual budget for the centre comes from RAVEMCO, 
the international broadcasting and audiovisual agency of the National 
Council of Churches (USA) through which 10 North American denominations 
support media ministries overseas. 


In the last two years the Broadcast Training Centre has graduated 25 
students from its six-month radio course, all but one of whom are now full- 
time broadcasters in church-related and government studios. 


EPS 
PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC LEADERS WILL 
JOIN TRIBUTE TO ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 
New York, (EPS) -- Roman Catholic and Protestant churchmen will join Greek 


Orthodox leaders in a special "Ecumenical Doxology" here marking the 20th 
anniversary of His Holiness Athenagoras I as Ecumenical Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople and spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodoxy. 


The ceremony on January 26 will be held in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, will preside. 


Other participants will be Roman Catholic Archbishop Terence J. Cooke, Epi-— : 
scopal Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, and Dr, Robert J. Marshall, president of 

the Lutheran Church in America. Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches, will preach the sermon. Jewish representa- 
tives will also attend the service in honour of the Ecumenical Patriarch. 


Also participating in the ecumenical service, which follows the traditional 
Divine Liturgy, will be the hierarchs who are members of the Standing Con- 
ference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas. 


The service will be taped by CBS-TIV and telecast on Sunday, February 2. 


Meanwhile in Athens the 20th anniversary of the Patriarch's enthronement 
will be celebrated by the Greek Orthodox Church with a series of festivities 
during the week of January 20-27. There will be a festival liturgy attended 
by members of the Holy Synod, and a gathering in the aula of the "Academy 
of Sciences". Metropolitan Emilianos, representative of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch at the WCC in Geneva, said that in this way the Church of Greece 
wants to show its close association with the Patriarch and its appreciation 
of his contribution towards inter-church understanding. 

EPS 
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MANCHESTER CANON ACTS 
AS CHURCH AND SOCIETY HEAD 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Rev. Canon Ronald H. Preston, 55, canon residentiary 
of Manchester Cathedral (England) and special lecturer in Christian ethics 
at the University of Manchester, took up his duties here January 15 as 
acting executive secretary of the Department on Church and Society of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Canon Preston, who will serve until June 1969, has been active in ecumenical 
discussion of social questions since the Oxford Conference of 1937. He is 
the author of several books and many articles on Christian ethics. 


The permanent executive secretary of the Department on Church and Society, 
the Rev. Paul Abrecht, is visiting lecturer on world Christianity at 
Union Theological Seminary in New York City for the spring term. He will 
also give one course at Princeton Theological Seminary in New Jersey. 


During his 20 years on the World Council's staff Mr. Abrecht has directed 
the six-year study programme on Rapid Social Change in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America and was organizing secretary for the 1966 World Conference 
on Church and Society in Geneva. 

EPS 


ORTHODOX SPOKESMAN ADDRESSES 
ROMAN CATHOLICS IN SPAIN 


Madrid, (EPS) -- All Spanish Roman Catholic bishops were represented at the 
three study-days on ecumenism organized by the Spanish Secretariat for Ecu- 
menism and held January 2-4. 


Some 45 participants, including two bishops, priests, theological professors, 
directors of ecumenical centres or reviews, and members of diocesan com- 
missions for ecumenism, discussed the theology and practice of ecumenism 

in preparation for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


The only guest was Metropolitan Emilianos, representative of Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras at the World Council of Churches. He gave two 
addresses: one on freedom in the Church from the Orthodox point of view; 
the other on the ecumenical life of both the Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches. Divergencies should be minimized but not ignored in order to 
arrive at agreement, he said. 


Both Catholics and Protestants tend to regard the Orthodox Church as a form 
of Eastern "folklore". They must discover its worship, ecclesiology and 
synodal system through personal experience and personal contact. This can 
be brought about by the exchange of students or of monks, since the monastic 
life is as important in Spain as in Orthodox countries. One Spanish priest 
is already studying in Athens on a WCC scholarship, he noted. 


Metropolitan Emilianos was received by the Archbishop of Madrid, who ex- 

pressed great interest in the ecumenical situation, especially the possi- 

bility that the Roman Catholic Church might become a member of the WCC. 
EPS 
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INTER-CHURCH AID IN SPAIN 
FACES FRESH TASKS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Co-ordination of all foreign aid given to the Protestant 
churches in Spain was advocated at the first conference organized by the 
Europe Secretary of the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service, Dr. Heinrich Puffert. 


The conference, held January 7-8 at the suggestion of the "Diakonisches 
Werk" of the Evangelical Church in Germany, was attended by representatives 
of a number of organizations supporting Protestant work in Spain as well as 
the Spanish Committee for Co-operation between the Churches. 


The change in relation to the State and to the Roman Catholic Church is 
beginning to affect the total activity of the Protestant churches in Spain, 
it was reported. This means new tasks for inter-church aid. 


Pastor Capo, secretary of the Spanish Evangelical Church, told Ecumenical 
Press Service at the conclusion of the conference that Spain's Protestant 
churches need "a completely new concept of the pastoral ministry and a new 
strategy in training for the ministry". It is urgent, he said, for theo- 
logians and’ the congregations to prepare themselves for dialogue with the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


As proof of the growing open-mindedness shown by the Roman Catholic Church 
to the small Protestant minority, Pastor Capo cited the setting up of an 
"inter-church committee" at the beginning of January, with the official 
approval of the Archbishop of Saragossa. This will be a forum for conversa- 
tions between Catholics and Protestants. So far the Spanish Evangelical 
Church and the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church have taken part. Arch- 
bishop Cantero is president of the Spanish Secretariat for ecumenical 
questions. 


"We are no longer outsiders", said Pastor Capo. The State is also showing 
more readiness for conversation. Whereas the Protestant churches were not 
consulted on the legislation concerning religious liberty, conversations 
have been started with the "Inter-ministerial Commission for Religious 
Liberty" (under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Justice) to discuss 
the regulations (some not yet published) applicable to those churches that 
refused to register as "confessional associations". These include the 
Spanish Evangelical Baptist Union, the Spanish Evangelical Church and the 
Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church. 


These conversations are continuing in Madrid. They are not concerned 
primarily with questions of religious liberty but rather with administra- 
tive questions. However, leaders of the Protestant churches hope to have 
an opportunity for thorough discussions with the State through suitable 
channels. 

EPS 
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BLACK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
LEADERS SET GOALS 


New York, (EPS) -- Black Americans will determine their own programme 
and priorities for ghetto development, and own and operate businesses 
"not necessarily limited to black turf" (areas), declared a statement 
issued by leaders of seven local and national organizations involved in 
economic development. 


"As Black men who represent various facets of economic development, we 
hereby serve notice to all, including the new Administration, that the old 
patterns of fostering corporate colonialism on Black America no longer 
apply", they said. 


President-elect Nixon was urged "to listen well and to remember that... 
economic interests in these communities already are. in touch with one 
another to develop approaches to ghetto economic development that best fit 
their own needs". 


Plans were made for a National Black Economic Development Conference to.be 
held in Detroit, February 21-23. Signers of the statement and co-sponsors 
of the conference represented the General Convention Special Programme of 
the Episcopal Church, the Inter-religious Foundation for Community Organiza- 
tion, an interfaith coalition of social agencies and local community groups, 
Inter-racial Council for Business Opportunity, Black Economic Union, 
National Business League, Harlem Commonwealth Council, and Detroit Inner- 
City Business Improvement Forum. 

EPS 


LUTHERAN AGENCY ASKS NEW PRESIDENT 
TO REVIVE REPORT ON RACISM 


Valparaiso, Indiana, (EPS) -- The Kerner Report issued early last year, 
which blamed “white racism" for the U.S. riots of recent summers, has been 
"virtually ignored" by President Johnson and the Congress, according to 
the Lutheran Human Relations Association of America. 


A recent editorial in the association's publication Vanguard said this 
indicates that citizens must show their government that they care. 


The association asked President-elect Nixon to "revive" the report, 
officially called the Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil 
Disorders. The document made extensive proposals in regard to housing, 
job opportunity, education and civil rights. 


William Ellis, a New York lawyer who is ‘president of the Lutheran human 
rights agency, said: "There is so much in that report that comes to grips 
with the root factors of the nation's racial crisis that it deserves a 
careful and responsible hearing. Christians who care about their neigh- 
bours and their nation have an opportunity to help their government to 
faithful and just performance". 

EPS 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THREE 
WORLD RELIGIONS MEET 


West Berlin, (EPS) -- A three-day theological parley between Christian, 
Moslem and Jewish representatives here last week has asked for further 
conferences between the various world religions. 


The representatives discussed "the common bases" of their faiths and how 
the "removal of misunderstanding" could be accomplished. 


They asked the World Council of Churches, the Brotherhood of Abraham in 
Paris and the Evangelische Academy in Berlin to organize the next conference. 


Meanwhile, it is understood a second conference between Moslem representa- 
tives and the World Council of Churches will take place in Switzerland in 
March. It would be a follow-up to the joint Moslem-World Council of Churches 
meeting held in March last year. 

EPS 


NCC LEADERS URGE REFUGEES’ RETURN, 
FAIR TREATMENT FOR JEWS 


New York, (EPS) -- In a statement calling for "compassion, justice and 
peace" in the Middle East, the president and the general secretary of the 
National Council of Churches cited "reports of continued persecution of 
Jews in some countries" of the troubled area. 


"We protest and affirm that each person and association should be assured 
of adequate legal safeguards for the protection of their rights", said 

Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, president, and Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, general secre- 
tary of the NCC, in a statement released here January 3. 


Earlier Dr. Flemming had joined with Dr. David M. Stowe in approving U.S. 
condemnation of the Israeli bombing of the Beirut airport (EPS No. 1). 


The Flemming-Espy text endorsed a message by the presidents of the World 
Council of Churches (EPS No. 45, 1968), which urged that each person should 
“be free from the fear of persecution which forces him to flee from home 
and. homeland; and existing refugees be allowed to return to their homes 
without fear or be assured of the right to seek and enjoy asylum in the 
country of their choice". 


The NCC officers urged the U.S. Government to increase its aid to the 
United Nations refugee programme in the Middle East and "exert its in- 
fluence to secure increased contributions from other governments". 

EPS 


PIONEERING ROLE FOR COMMONWEALTH SUGGESTED 


London, (EPS) -- Prime Ministers attending the Commonwealth Conference here 
received a plea from two Christian aid organizations in Great Britain to 
turn the Commonwealth into an instrument for co-operation between rich and 
poor nations for world development. 

(more) 
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A joint memorandum from Christian Aid (British Council of Churches) and 
the Catholic Institute for International Relations suggests that the common- 
wealth nations could demonstrate to the world a pattern of co-operation 
between developed and less-developed nations which was free from the taints 
of exploitation, racism, paternalism and neo-colonialisn. 

EPS 


SEMINARY SELLS STOCK IN NAPALM-PRODUCING FIRM 


New York, (EPS) -- Union Theological Seminary has sold more than $500,000 
of Dow Chemical stock donated to the institution in 1964 as part of a large 
portfolio from the James Foundation of New York. 


President John C. Bennett said the trustees sold the stock "out of defer- 
ence to opinions of students, faculty and administration in relation to 
Dow Chemical's role in connection with the use of napalm in the (Vietnam) 
war". Dow is the nation's leading producer of napalm. 


Tim Smith, vice-president of the student cabinet, said he feels the action 
has implications "for every church, seminary and university in; the country". 
EPS 


Ov'T OF P* SPR? Be $5 


NEW WCC TEMPORARY POLICY FOR NIGERIA/BIAFRA RELIEF 


Geneva, January 15, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches today decided on 
a temporary change of policy for its Nigeria/Biafra relief programme follow- 
ing suspension of Red Cross flights from Fernando Po to Biafra by the 
Government of Equatorial Guinea. 


Today the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service forwarded 
a quarter million dollars to Nordchurchaid, a ‘consortium of churches opera- 
ting an emergency airlift from the West African island of Sao Tome to U1Li 
in Biafra. 


An officer of the division said, "Our policy has been and continues to be 

to work with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). But owing 
to the suspension of flights from Fernando Po and awaiting a new ICRC base 
of operation, the WCC decided to allocate the money to Nordchurchaid's Sao 
Tome airbridge." 


The WCC also set aside another quarter million dollars for the Christian 
Council of Nigeria to. step up relief programmes in Federal-controlled areas. 


The ICRC mercy flights trom Fernando Po were suspended a week ago after 
local authorities barred the ICRC from flying in fuel for its fleet of 
lorries which are used to distribute relief to some 850,000 people in Biafra. 


An official of the ICRC said the Government of Equatorial Guinea, of which 
Fernando Po. is a part, maintained the fuel was a strategic cargo. But Red 
Cross officials insisted it was.used only for distribution. of relief and 
running of hospital generators. 

EPS 
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Feature Story 


WORLD COUNCIL CONFRONTS RACE TURMOLL 


/ 


by Frances S. Smith 
WCC Staff Member 


Racism is the chief item of unfinished business on the agenda of the World 
Council of Churches for the same reason that it haunts the U.S., Britain, 
Rhodesia and South Africa. It doesn't lend itself to a quick and easy 
solution. 


The World Council thought it had "done" race with the cornerstone state- 
ment on racial justice passed at the Evanston Assembly in 1954. This had 
been preceded by other pronouncements going back to the Oxford Conference 
of 1937. 


But author James Baldwin and the vocal black caucus at the Fourth WCC 
Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden last July reminded churchmen from more than 80 
nations that there's a cultural revolution on all around the world, and the 


"outs" want "in". 


This applies to the decision-making bodies of the World Council of Churches 
as well as to the council chambers of national and local governments. It 
includes the staff of the World Council as well as the middle-management 

of big corporations. 


In the more eloquent language of the "Background Statement on White Racism" 
presented to the Uppsala Assembly: "...confrontation arises from the fact 
that oppressed people realize increasingly that unless they share fully in 
all of the instruments of power, they will be unable to free themselves 
from the effects of racial exploitation". 


Unfortunately the delegates at the Uppsala Assembly were so busy acting 

on the other world problems of economic development and war and peace they 
could not give their full attention to the racial crisis and did not have 
time to vote on the Background Statement. But they did charge the newly- 
elected Central Committee to produce a "crash programme" of study and action 
for the World Council of Churches and its member churches. This directive 
will undoubtedly be mentioned this month when the Executive Committee meets 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma (USA). 


The 17=page "Background Statement" now being revised for presentation to 
the Central Committee in August puts the problem quite pointedly: "What 
is the role of Christians and the churches in the racial aspect of revo- 
lutionary crisis?" 


Is racism, as the Background Statement says, "ethnocentric pride in one's 

own racial group, preference for the distinctive characteristics of that 
group, belief that these characteristics are...passed on through — genes, ,.. 
strong negative feelings towards other groups who do not share one's own 
biological (and cultural) characteristics coupled with the thrust to discri- 
minate against and exclude the outgroup from Fadl participation in the life 


"9 
of the community (more) 
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Christians must find "new creative ways of thinking about racism", says 
the Background Statement, "and help to build new structures out of which 
reconciliation can develop". In another place it is stated that "the 
positive resolution of racial conflict requires a radical transformation 
of the political, social and economic institutions within the developed, 
predominantly white nations..." 


Black militants say this must be done now - AT ONCE. And when they say 
"radical" they're using the word literally - meaning at the roots. 


Here are major points the Central Committee must face when it considers 

the Background Statement. Are Christians prepared to work for "a radical 
transformation of institutions"? What means or strategies would be termed 
acceptable for Christians to use or tacitly support? Martin Luther King 
answered "non-violent" to that question. But young militants now say non- 
violence has failed. What is the timetable? And what is the churches’ role? 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, World Council general,secretary, has enumerated 
several ways in which the Church contributes,to the transformation of society. 


One way, according to Dr. Blake, is by "the formulation of concrete goals 
for society and concrete means .to reach them. in the light of the gospel". 
Acknowledging that church council pronouncements often seem to be powerless, 
he still maintained: "It is clear that the statements of the World Council 
of Churches and of the National Council of Churches in the USA, even if as 
yet unsuccessful in determining policy, nevertheless are an important con- 
tribution to that corrective criticism of U.S. ... policy. 


"In the long run, study documents and policy resolutions can make an in- 
calculable difference. There is nothing so powerful in our world as good 
and compelling ideas set down in language that is understood", he stated. 


Dr. Blake also said that "political power for the poor themselves — in many 
of our cities this is black power - is one important ingredient in) the trans- 
formation of our society..." He paid tribute to denominations that, are 
committing their financial resources, programmes and leadership to mobilize 
the poor for community action. 


Certainly the Central Committee must. say something about the institutional 
life of the Church itself. Can churches preach to others with a clear 
conscience while ignoring the evidence that most white churches pay black 
clergymen. less than those with white skins. That most white communions 
willing to offer pulpits to black ministers do so only if they will serve 
black congregations. That white churches will give vast sums to help the 
poor but refuse to work through the churches in black neighbourhoods. that 
might do the job many times more effectively. 


Yes, it's undoubtedly necessary for theologians to debate whether "racism 
is a Christian heresy". But it's equally necessary for local churches to 
consider whether they are among those nurturing that heresy. 

EPS 
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"BREAK OUT OF DENOMINATIONAL 
STRAITJACKET", BLAKE URGES 


Memphis, Tennessee, (EPS) -- Churches will degenerate into "local religious 
clubs" able to provide only a slightly comforting refuge in "the world-wide 
storm that is blowing the world to hell" unless they engage in joint action, 
the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, warned here. 


Speaking to the policy-making body of the National Council of Churches 
(USA) meeting, he mentioned specifically joint action for mission, service 
to humanity, theological study, international affairs, and poverty programmes. 


In his address on "Christian Community in Ecumenical Context" to the 250 
representatives of 33 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churches that make 
up the NCC's General Board, he said: 


"Tf any of you here want the world or young people or poor people or the 
business community to take you seriously, break out of the denominational 
straitjacket that still is the most crippling factor in the Church of 
Jesus Christ.' 


Commending church councils as channels for joint action, Dr. Blake insisted 
they needed to broaden their ecumenical base by involving Roman Catholics, 
Conservative Evangelicals, lay men and women and youth. 


"Tt won't do to settle for a clergymen's union", the WCC executive maintained. 


In a hopeful note Dr. Blake said, "The first two-thirds of this century 
has seen so much ecumenical progress that when church history is written, 
the whole century will be described as one of almost miraculous progress 
towards the unity and renewal of the Church. 


"T see no reason to believe", he continued, "that the years immediately 
before us will show any radical change of direction or any great decrease 
of momentum of either the ecumenical movement or the Christian councils 
established to serve it." 


The years 1969, '70 and '71 will witness an effort of the Joint Committee 
on Societys, Development and Peace (WCC/Roman Catholic Church) to convert all 
Christians everywhere towards justice and love in the interest of peace 

and survival, he predicted. 


Since August more than $1 million has been promised to the Joint Committee 
(almost all from non-church sources), according to Dr. Blake, "to make this 
world-wide pan-Christian programme reach every Christian in the back pew 
of every Christian church. 


"Here in the USA this programme must provide for full co-operation of the 
Jewish community, as well as with all men of goodwill, whether they are 
religious or not", he stated. In India Christians will be working with 
Hindus, Moslems and Buddhists in the development programme. 


"This is the Christian Church committed to the service of all men. It is 
not an exclusive Christian club activity that is contemplated", Dr. Blake said. 
EPS 
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UNITY WEEK SERVICES RECORD 
PROGRESS BUT MARKED BY PROTESTS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Britain's Roman Catholic Cardinal - John Heenan - went 
down in religious history on Sunday, January 19, when he preached in a 
non-conformist Methodist church in London. The progressively minded 
Cardinal set the tone in Britain for a precedent-setting week which saw 
the pulpit of the Congregational City Temple occupied by the Anglican 
Archbishop, Michael Ramsey. 


The non-conformists had) their inning with the Scottish Presbyterian peer, 
Lord McLeod, speaking in the seat of Anglicanism, Canterbury Cathedral, 
and Methodist Conference general editor Rev. Gordon Wakefield becoming 
the first Methodist to preach in the Catholic Cathedral at Westminster. 


"If a generation ago someone had suggested that a Cardinal should be 
invited to preach in your church", Cardinal Heenan told the congregation 
of Hinde Street Methodist, “or that a Methodist be invited to preach in 
Westminster Cathedral...people would have said he was either foolish or 
perverse - these things could never happen. 


"Tt is only by coming together", continued the Cardinal, “that we can 

learn exactly what we believe and teach. In many ways Christian unity 
is already a reality, and it is of immense value because we can teach 

each other to become holy". 


But in Edinburgh demonstrators shouting "down with Popery" forced the BBC 
broadcast of a church unity service to be abandoned. The shouting began 
in the pews when the Roman Catholic priest, Father Walter Glancey, entered 
the pulpit of a Protestant church to preach. 


In Roman Catholic-dominated Italy, Protestant and Catholic picketers 
shouted "ecumenical triumphalism" outside a Catholic church during the 
first officially arranged unity service in Rome. 


Detectives were unable to resist the picketers when they pressed for the 
release of a pastor who had been arrested for disrupting the service in 
the Church of Santa Maria in Cosmadin. 


In Milan a debate on the crisis of authority in the Church was held in a 
public hall, replacing the traditional worship service. Speeches by a 
Roman Catholic theologian and a Waldensian pastor were followed by a 
general debate. 


"This was a normal development in Milan's ecumenical life", said the Rev. 
Aldo Sbaffi, a Waldensian pastor. "This year we decided prayer was not 
enough as we wanted to delve into the ecumenical principles and questions." 


In Paris a dozen members of the Action Committee for Revolution in the 
Church distributed pamphlets outside the Russian Orthodox Church where an 
ecumenical service was in progress. Attending the service were Orthodox 
Bishop Methode, Archbishop Frangois Marty (Catholic), Pastor Charles West- 
phal of the French Protestant Federation, and Metropolitan Meletios, rep- 
resenting the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
(more) 
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The leaflets accused those inside of supporting a "class ecumenism" and 
being unable to identify with the "exploited masses". The demonstrators 
chanted in chorus the name of a well-known priest whom the Archbishop 
had recently. forbidden to preach. in, Paris. 


In Geneva a Dutch Roman Catholic priest raised a few Reformed eyebrows ~~ 
when he preached in the Calvin Auditorium. | The priest,.Father Franciscus: 
Dirkx, was the first Roman Catholic to do so since, John Calvin: took! over 
the Auditorium in the 16th century. 


Two World Council-related staff members addressed. an ecumenical meeting) 
in Geneva University on the subject of economic. development before the 
audience of Protestants and Roman Catholic laymen. and. women divided. into 
26 discussion groups meeting in various parts of the city to discuss the 
subject. Dr. Madeleine Barot, WCC secretary. for,development, and Father 
George Dunne, S.J., secretary of the Joint’ Committee,on,Society, Develop-» 
ment and Peace,.were the speakers. 


And in Luxembourg an Orthodox Bishop, Metropolitan Emilianos, representa 
tive of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at WCC headquarters, spoke at inter- 
denominational meetings. 


In the United States, the Week of Prayer dominated the activity of most 
denominations. 
EPS 


INTER-COMMUNION, OPENS, LIBERIAN 
METHODIST CHURCH CONFERENCE 


Monrovia, Liberia, (EPS) -- An Anglican Canon participated in the opening 
Communion service and a Roman Catholic Archbishop preached at the closing 
service of the Liberia Central Conference of the United Methodist Church 
here in mid-January. et 


Canon Burgess Carr, co-secretary for Africa of the WCC's Division of Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service, distributed the bread during the 
Communion service. Presiding was Bishop S. Trowen Nagbe Sr., resident 
Bishop of the Central Conference. Archbishop Francis Oar von gave the 
closing sermon on Sunday, January 12. 


Commenting on the conference theme, "A New Church in a New World", Bishop 
Nagbe said: "I earnestly believe that in these days of unrest and repeated 
crises, only a united church can adequately meet the challenge of secular-_ 
ism, and only a church whose unity is plain for all to see ‘can effectively 
reveal the unity of: God. a | 


Those bringing fraternal greetings included presidents of three other Com- 
munions: Dr. Roland J. Payne, Lutheran, a member of the WCC Central Com- 
mittee; Dr. William R. TOTOGEEy Daperee World Alliance; and an Episcopalian. 


Canon Carr Fepoxeda progress in plans for the Second Assembly of the All © 
Africa Conference of Churches to be held at Abidjan in September. 
EPS 
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ROLE OF YOUNG CHURCHES 
IN DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSED 


Stockholm, (EPS) -- The way in which young churches in the developing 
world can assist in projects for economic development is the subject of 
an article in the Swedish church paper Svensk Veckotidning of January 3. 


When mission-established churches became independent in the 1950s and 
1960s, they were encouraged to become self-supporting, the article notes. 


At the same time representatives of the large churches in the West began 
to appear with bulging briefcases, looking for needy projects to support. 
The Rev. Yngve Frykholm, executive director of the Indian "Action for 

Food Production" (AFPRO), has said that this tempted the young churches 
"to start big projects with these imported resources and thus to establish 
new status symbols in the form of even better institutions that they would 
never be able to make self-supporting". 


Frykholm made a plea for co-ordinating all aid through neutral organiza- 
tions lying outside the churches. Otherwise the projects are a burden 
for the young churches, making them victims of neo-colonialism. Their 
richness gives them the appearance of being foreigners in their own country. 


Svensk Veckotidning goes on to criticize church projects run on a business 
basis, e.g. wells bored for those who can pay, schools run for those who 
can afford high-priced tuition. 


The Church's task is not to duplicate work being done by secular agencies, 
says the Swedish paper, but rather to finance non-profit projects which 
express the Christian concern for justice and humanity better than big 
enterprises (either private or government) can. 


The young churches want to express their involvement in all areas of the 
people's life, but this can only be done when they share responsibility 
in projects financed from abroad. 


AFPRO is one type of central service agency in which non-Roman and Roman 
Catholic organizations and a secular agency co-operate with government 
to improve food production. 

EPS 


CHANGE IN WORLD MISSION EMPHASIS 
SOUGHT BY METHODIST OFFICIALS 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, (EPS) -- "Modern missions must become as con- 
cerned with the individual's physical well-being as with his spiritual 
welfare, even at the risk of controversy", two U.S. leaders of the United 
Methodist Church told the church's Board of Missions meeting here earlier 
this month. 


Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of New York, board president, told the 600 mission- 
aries and mission executives that the "insulated compartmentalism" of the 
mission effort was a thing of the past. 

(more) 


No. 3 - 23rd January, 1969 6 


"Poverty, health, race relations, peace - these are the concerns of the 
whole Church; these are the gospel's concern, the concern of the entire 
family of man", he said. 


Dr. Tracey K. Jones, new general secretary of the board, said the mission- 
ary movement has come to the end of an era and can no longer afford to 
remain aloof from the conflicts that he said were fast becoming an "ingre- 
dient" of everyday living. 


"We believe it is possible within two decades to radically change the 
situation of the poor in this country and to set in motion policies that 
can get other nations on the road to economic growth", said Dr. Jones. 


"The churches appear weak and ineffectual", he declared. "But we are not 

as weak and ineffectual as it might appear. The churches are in a position 
to define the issues...to exhort and pressure governments and businesses 

to act. We can provide experimental models for what small voluntary groups 
can do", he declared. 


The Board of Missions approved membership in Project Equality, a national 
inter-religious fair employment programme; announced a plan to make long- 
term loans to minority businessmen together with Manufacturers Hanover 
Trust Company and the U.S. Small Business Administration; and added 
$100,000 to a co-operative project of loans to ghetto churches in the New 
York area. 


After voicing opposition to "white racist minority governments" in. Southern 
Africa, Rhodesia, Angola and Mozambique, it voted support for the South 
African Council of Churches which in late 1968 attacked the government's 
apartheid policy (EPS No. 35). 

EPS 


SWEDEN'S BAPTIST PASTORS 
APPROVE MERGER TALKS 


Riischlikon, Switzerland, (EPS) -- Pastors in the Baptist Union of Sweden 
have indicated they are overwhelmingly in favour of free church merger. 
They differ, however, on how to bring it about. 


Of the 187 pastors polled, 151 favoured merger, 25 were opposed, and 11 
failed to reply. The pro-merger pastors were then asked for more detailed 
reactions. More than one-third (55) would combine some phases of work 
immediately in preparation for full merger later. Some 42, while approving 
merger in principle, would like more investigation and information. The 
rest are unconditionally for merger... 


In October 1968, leaders of one of the largest free churches, the Missionary 
Covenant Church of Sweden, proposed the merger. Eight churches were 
suggested for inclusion, three being Baptist. 


Of the Baptist groups, the Orebro Mission has rejected merger talks. The 
Baptist Union polled its pastors to sample local opinion before taking up 
the matter formally. Third group is the Union of Free Baptists. 

EPS 
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75% OF ANGLICAN CLERGY MUST 
APPROVE UNION WITH METHODISTS 


London, (EPS) -- The Convocations of Canterbury and York, meeting inde- 
pendently on January 14, both agreed that 75 per cent of all Church of 
England clergymen must vote in favour of union with the Methodist Church 
before the first stage of the unity scheme can begin. 


The convocations also passed resolutions approving a proposal that at 
least two-thirds of each house of both convocations should vote in favour. 
Date of final decision was set for July 8, 1969, at 7.00 p.m. 


At the Canterbury Convocation held here the decision was taken after Arch- 
bishop Michael Ramsey expressed warm praise for the present scheme of union 
in his opening address. 


He said if the present scheme was rejected, "it won't be surprising if a 
big wave of impatience brings about inter-communion without any regard to 
Church order or organic unity, and this would mean an acute division in 
our church and the diminishing prospect of an ordered and united ecumenical 
policy". 


In a reference to the proposed Service of Reconciliation for integrating 
the ministries Dr. Ramsey said: "I have done a good many things of doubt- 
ful morality, but I am sure that if I am allowed to share in the Service 
of Reconciliation this will not be one of them." 


The proposed Service of Reconciliation involves a laying-on of hands, and 
because of this suggestion of ordination it has aroused dissent among 
many Methodists, Anglo-Catholics and Anglican Evangelicals. 


But Dr. Ramsey said it was a mistake to examine the service in terms of an 
ordination. The right question to be asked was not whether it represented 
an ordination but what God was being asked to do by means of it. 


Dr. Ramsey said alternatives to the present reunion scheme which had been 
suggested had more shadow than substance. He added that in the event of 
it being rejected "it won't be surprising if other churches in the Anglican 
Communion do not take us very seriously if, having exhorted them to seek 
unity on these lines, we are unwilling or unable to do it ourselves". 

EPS 


NATO HELD TO AID REPRESSION OF AFRICANS 


Raleigh, North Carolina, (EPS) -- The United States and other Western nations 
are indirectly helping Portugal to repress self-determination movements in 
Angola and Mozambique, a National Council of Churches official charged here. 


Dr. Theodore Tucker, Africa secretary for the Council, told a conference 
on South Africa at Shaw University that NATO's military aid to Portugal 
makes it possible for her to spend her money combating African anti-colonial- 
ists. He warned that Portugal might pressure the U.S. for more military aid 
in return for American use of Portuguese bases. 

EPS 
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SEVERAL MEMORTALS HONOURING 
MARTIN LUTHER KING PLANNED 


Atlanta, Georgia, (EPS) -- A memorial centre to the late Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. will be erected here as part of an effort to carry forward the 
ideals for which the Nobel Peace Prize winner worked. 


On what would have been the 40th birthday (January 15) of the assassinated 
civil rights leader, Mrs. King announced the creation of a "centre of hope", 
to be developed in several parts including a memorial park containing Dr. 
King's tomb, an Institute for Non-violent Social Change and an Institute 
for Afro-American Studies with a library and archives. The latter would 

be connected with Atlanta University. 


Foundation grants, corporate and private gifts will be sought to finance 
the centre which is estimated to cost between $25 and $40 million. 


Ground was broken in downtown Atlanta the same day for a $2.5 million Martin 
Luther King Village, a 192-unit complex for moderate and low-income families. 
The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, which Dr. King led, will have 
headquarters in the village. 


In Washington, D.C., Senator Edward W. Brooke of Massachusetts introduced 

a bill that would designate January 15 each year as "Martin Luther King Day". 
Rep. John Conyers of Michigan introduced the bill in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


Mrs. Coretta Scott King is in India this week to receive the Nehru Award 
for International Understanding voted her husband by the Indian Government. 
She stopped in Rome for a private audience with Pope Paul VI on January 19. 


In London it was announced that Mrs. King had been invited to deliver a 
sermon in the pulpit of St. Paul's Cathedral (Anglican) on March 16.. Her 
late husband preached there four years ago on his way to Oslo to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 

EPS 


NEW STAFF MEMBER BOOSTS WCC 
PRESS/RADIO/TV RELATIONS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A long-standing need was met when Philippe Gilliéron, 44, 
of Geneva joined the staff of the World Council of Churches’ Department of 
Communication earlier this month. He was made available on a half-time 
basis by the press-radio-television committees of the Standing Conference 
of Reformed Churches of French-speaking Switzerland. 


His main responsibility will be the production of French radio/TV programme 
material, and liaison with correspondents of press/radio/TV agencies. 


Philippe Gilliéron was a student minister here from 1953 to 1963, then 

served in Cairo. He has been associate director of religious programmes 

for "Radio Suisse Romande" since 1964 while serving Cartigny parish near here. 
EPS 
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GERMAN AIRCHENTAG THEME 
HAS ECUMENICAL OVERTONES 


Fulda, Germany (EPS) -- The 14th German Protestant Ktrcehentag, to be held 
in Stuttgart July 16-20, will have the theme "Hunger and Thirst for 
Righteousness". 


Kkirechentag is a massive biennial assembly of Protestant laymen and women 
from all over Germany. Over the years it has attracted world-wide atten- 
tion because of the quality of its study and Christian witness. This year's 
theme is thought to be particularly timely. 


"In our days there is all over the world an open and conscious ‘hunger and 
thirst after righteousness', said Dr. Richard F. von Weizsacker of Bonn, 
president of the Kirechentag. 'Jesus called this hunger, this total dedi- 
cation for justice, blessed and promised that it would be satisfied. Those 
who come to Ktrehentag will consider together how they may help to realize 
better what justice means in an unjust world - and how it is to be achieved." 


The Kirchentag is a mixture of major speeches, study groups, Bible sessions, 
experimental worship and cultural events such as drama and art exhibitions, 
all centred on the main theme. 


At Stuttgart, five study groups will work simultaneously on such topics as 
the question of God, Man and his neighbour, the problems of democracy, 
righteousness in a revolutionary world, and the Church. 


Pleading for an ecumenical approach to the theme, Dr. Weizsacker said: "An 
ecumenical theme of such global significance must not be surveyed from a 
narrow or provincial perspective. It demands the exchange of experiences 
from all over the world." 


The Kirehentag will have an Ecumenical Centre for foreign visitors, simul- 
taneous translation facilities and interpretation, and some Bible studies 
in English. 

EPS 


LWF OFFICERS HOLD TO 
BRAZIL ASSEMBLY PLANS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Lutheran World Federation reiterated its intention to 
hold its Fifth Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil (July 14-24, 1970) after 
officers of the Federation, meeting here last week, had considered changes 
brought about by the military coup d'etat of December 1968. 


However, the officers said it was absolutely essential that representatives 
of all 78 member churches and 15 congregations in 46 countries be able to 
attend the assembly and make their reports freely and openly. 


The LWF's Geneva staff was instructed to keep an eye on developments in 
Brazil between now and the next officers' meeting July 11-14 in Geneva, 
to see whether plans require modification. 

EPS 
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PEACE CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN SOVIET UNION 


Moscow, (EPS) -- A conference for "co-operation and peace amongst nations" 
will be held at Zagorsk near here July 1-4, the prelate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, has announced. 


Agreement on the conference was reached at a recent meeting at Zagorsk 
attended by representatives of the churches and religious communities in 
the Soviet Union. 


It is understood religious leaders from countries outside the Soviet Union 
will be invited to the July conference. 


In the tension areas of the world, the conference hopes to "unite peace- 
loving forces", discuss the main problems of the "present international 
situation" and offer recommendations and brotherly appeals for peace. 


A communiqué issued after the recent meeting stressed that members agreed 
"in conviction and belief" in the Creation, and that living was for "love 
and justice" and not for "evil and destructive wars". 


Heightened political tensions in Europe, the Middle East and Vietnam 

were said to have prompted the religious leaders to agree on the need 

for the peace conference. According to reports, they felt a solution could 
only be found by "a united effort of all parties". 


Archbishop Nikodim of the Russian Orthodox Church's Foreign Affairs Office 
will head a small committee to organize the conference. The group will meet 
next month to prepare a list of invitees and a draft programme. 


EPS 
PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
DEDICATES CHAPEL 
Suva, Fiji, (EPS) -- A new octagonal chapel at the Pacific Theological 


College has been dedicated here by Archdeacon C.W. Whonsbon-Aston. 


The chapel, known as The Islander Missionaries Memorial Chapel, is a gift 
from congregations in 13 Pacific islands who send their students to the 
college for training. 


A central feature in the chapel is the record of the names of Pacific 
Islanders who have been preachers in the Pacific Ocean area. The lectern 
was a gift from the Fiji Association of Missionaries, and the Communion 
Table was presented by students of Western Samoa's Malua Theological College. 


The first graduates from the three-year-old college received their divinity 
degrees recently at a graduation ceremony. The Chief Minister of Fiji, - 
Mr. Ratu K.K.T. Mara, congratulated the college on being "truly regional” 
and "truly ecumenical". 


Pacific Theological College was built with help from the WCC’s Theological 
Education Fund. 
EPS 
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MORE INDEPENDENCE FOR GREEK CHURCH? 


Athens, (EPS) -- The Church of Greece hopes for more independence from 

the State when a new church constitution is presented to the Bishops’ Con- 
ference here in March before going to the government for approval in the 
form of a Royal Decree. 


The conference was to be held on January 15 but was postponed at short 
notice without comment from either church, or government officials. 


The news of the conference was given by the Primate of the Greek Church, 
Archbishop Hieronymos of Athens, in a German weekly newspaper recently. 


Although the Greek Church maintains the principle of tolerance towards all 
forms of government and political ideologies, it has constantly appealed 
for independence since the Greek State was formed, said Archbishop 
Hieronymos during the interview. 


In.the new Greek Constitution (passed on September 29, 1968) this appeal 
was-unfortunately not granted; but Archbishop Hieronymos has received 
from, the Greek Prime Minister an "official and personal promise" of greater 
independence under the new church constitution. 


The Church of Greece expects the new constitution to give it the right to 
pass its own legislation, to administer its own financial affairs, to 
assume responsibility for training the clergy and other church workers, 
and to take independent decisions about the building of new churches 

and other buildings. 


Complete freedom is anticipated in the appointment of church workers and 
the setting up of ecclesiastical councils, commissions and committees. 
Only in the appointment of a new Bishop will the State have a right to 
express its opinion, said Archbishop Hieronymos. 

EPS 


AMERICAN LUTHERANS INVEST IN BLACK BANKS 


Minneapolis, Minnesota, (EPS) -- Three banks in the Los Angeles, California 
area became the first financial institutions owned and operated by black 
citizens to receive deposits under a new investment policy announced by 

the American Lutheran Church. 


The national church body,which has a membership of nearly 200,000 in its 
South Pacific District centred in Los Angeles, expects to place $1.25 
million of its investment funds in housing loans and bank deposits in black 
community institutions this year. 


Los Angeles area banks which received cheques included the Bank of Finance, 
Safety Savings and Loan Association and Broadway Federal Savings and Loan 
Association. 

EPS 
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HOLLAND'S "WILD GEESE" FLY HIGH 


Hilversum, Netherlands, (EPS) -- For the first time in its 12-year history, 
the weekly spot announcement on. behalf of emergency relief produced and 
broadcast for the Netherlands Ecumenical Council of Churches raised 1 million 
Dutch guilders ($277,777) for the year 1968. 


Started in 1957, the two-minute programme known as "The Wild Geese" is 
broadcast once or twice each Sunday by IKOR, the radio agency of the Ecu- 
menical Council. Each week features a different area of need in the world. 


Although not part of the history-making "Over the Bridge" campaign by which 
Dutch churches and service institutions raised 27,000,000 guilders during 
the week of March 17-24, 1968 (EPS No. 13), money received as a result of 
three "Wild Geese" broadcasts was given to the larger effort. 


The first spot broadcast 12 years ago brought 157 guilders for earthquake 
victims in Turkey. The average weekly income last year was 20,000 guilders. 
C. Michael de Vries, the WCC's radio-TV secretary, produced the programme 
for the first five years of its life. Present director is Jan de Haan of 
IKOR. In 1967 the programme received the "Wateler Award" for its contri- 
bution to world peace. 

EPS 


OBJECTIONS TO INTER-COMMUNION 
TALKS IN GERMANY VOICED 


Frankfurt, (EPS) -- An attempt to initiate talks on inter-communion in 
Germany has drawn serious objections from the presiding Bishop of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD), Bishop Hanns’ Lilje 
of Hanover. 


He was commenting on a draft agreement drawn up by the "Arnoldshain Con- 
ference", a group of Protestant regional churches within the Evangelical 
Church of Germany (EKD). 


In a letter to Prof. Joachim Beckmann of Dusseldorf, chairman of the 
Arnoldshain Conference, Bishop Lilje asked why the inter-communion state- 
ment was drawn up without. consulting Lutheran churches. 


Lutherans have been discussing inter-communion. for years, Bishop Lilje 
noted. They feel that further theological discussion is necessary, not 
only in Germany but elsewhere. 


Until the matter is cleared up, there will be no Lutheran response to 
the draft statement, and conversations between Lutheran and Reformed 
churches are suspended, he wrote. 

EPS 


January 13-17 
January 16-17 
January 18 

January 27-30 


February 3-8 


February 12-13 


February 14-17 


February 18-22 


February 21-24 


February 23-27 


March 7-11 


March 10-16 


March 17-22 


March 17-22 


March 20-25 


March 21-25 


March 22-25 


March 23-27 


March 23-28 


March 24-26 


March 25-29 


ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1969 


WCC, Christian Medical Commission, All India 


Consultation on Strategy for Medical Work 


WCCE, Leadership Resources Committee 
WCCE, Executive Committee Meeting 
WCC, Executive Committee Meeting 
UBS, Executive Committee Meeting 


U.S. Conference for WCC, DWME, Mission on 
Six Continents Consultation 


CEC, Meeting of Working Group 2, 
"The Churches’ Ministry to Society" 


World Alliance of YMCAs, President's 
Committee and related meetings 


World YWCA, Study Group:on Youth Partici- 
pation in National and World Development 


WCC, Faith and Order, Preparation for 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 1970 


UBS, Africa Continuation Committee 


WCC, Department on the Laity, Laity Con- 
sultation 


WCC, Department on the Laity, Laymen 
Abroad Consultation 


WCC, DICARWS, Division Committee Meeting 


WSCF, Latin America Regional Committee Meeting 


WSCF, Asia Regional Committee Meeting 
WSCF, Africa Regional Committee Meeting 
WSCF, Europe Regional Committee Meeting 


WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on 
Inter-communion 


WCC, Christian Medical Commission, Executive 


Committee Meeting 


WCC/WCCE, Negotiating Meeting 


Bangalore, 
India 


New York, 
USA 


New York, 
USA 


Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, USA 


London, 
England 


New York, 
USA 


Budapest, 
Hungary 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


New York, 
USA 


Berlin, 
Germany 


Kinshasa, 
Congo 
Limuru, 
Kenya 


Limuru, 
Kenya 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Bangkok, 
Thailand 


Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 
Gwatt, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


near Geneva, 
Switzerland 


near Geneva, 
Switzerland 


March 


March 
April 


March 
April 


April 


April 


April 


April 


April 
May: 3 


April 


April 


April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 


May 2 


April 
May 2 


May 2- 


2i-e9 


18-19 


21-25 


5 


gh? a 
WSCF, Meeting of the WSCF Priorities Committee 


(prior to Executive Committee Meeting) 


WSCF, Executive Committee Meeting _. 


Ecumenical Institute, Seminar on Orthodox 
Worship and Theology 


UBS, Translators' Institute 


WCC, Faith and Order (in co-operation with 


LWF and WARC),.Lutheran-Reformed Conversations . 


WSCF, Student Congress (organized by British 
SCM) 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on "Indus- 
trial Democracy" in a Technocratic Age 


WCC, DWME, Department on Studies in Mission 
and Evangelism, Panel)» meeting "World Studies 
of Churches in Mission" 


Churches’ Committee on’ Migrant Workers. in 
Western Europe, Consultation on the |'Moselle- 
Lorraine" Study Project 


WCC, Department on Co-operation of Men and 
Women in Church, Family and Society, ad hoc 
Consultative Committee 


WCC, Youth Department, Work Camp Leaders' 
Orientation Conference 


UBS, Europe Continuation Committee 


U.S. Conference for WCC, Interpretation and 
Support Committee | 


U.S. Conference for WCC, Executive Committee 
Meeting 


U.S. Conference for WCC, Annual Meeting 

CEC, Meeting of the Presidium 

WCC, Week of (Staff) Meetings 

CEC, Joint Meeting of Presidium and Advisory 


Committee: 


WCC, Diakonia Desk, Consultation on a Diakonia 
office and the World Council’ of Churches 


not yet known 


Middle East 
(place not 
yet known) 


Bossey near 
Geneva (in 
Paris from 
April 9) 
Ootacamund, 


India 


Leuenberg 
near Basle . 


Manchester, 
England 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Selly Oak, 
Birmingham, 
England 


Strasbourg, 
France 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Amsterdam, 
Netherlands 


Buck Hill 
Falls, Pas),USA 
Buck Hill 
Falls, Pas,USA 


Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa.,USA 


Madrid, 
Spain 
Geneva, 


Switzerland. 


Madrid, 
Spain 


Glion, 
Switzerland 
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May 2-6 WCC, DWME, Christian Literature Fund Committee Germany 
(place not 
yet known) 

May 2-28 UBS, Translators’ Workshop El Escorial, 
Spain 

May 4-16 World YWCA Executive Committee Meeting Mont-Pélerin, 
Switzerland 

May 5 WCC, Diakonia Desk, Joint Diakonia Working Geneva, 

Group Switzerland 

May 5-9 Churches' Committee on Migrant Workers in Bossey, near 

Western Europe, 11th Meeting. Geneva 

May 5-10 WCC, Full Structure Meeting not yet known 
(probably 
Switzerland) 

May 12-17 WCC/RCC, Meeting of the Joint Working Group not yet known 

May 19-24 Ecumenical Institute, Assessment Meeting for Bossey, near 

Students of the 1968-69 Graduate School Geneva 

May 28-31 UBS, Regional Translations Consultation El Escorial, 
Spain 

May 28-June 11 Ecumenical Institute, Course for Ministers Bossey, near 


and Priests and Missionaries, Theme: Christian Geneva 
Responsibility for Peace in a Revolutionary 


World 
June 1-3 UBS, Committee on Translation El Escorial, 
Spain 
June 1-20 UBS, Translators’ Institute Kampala, 
Uganda 
June 3-6 WCC, Youth Department, Seminar on Youth and Geneva, 
Employment (in conjunction with World Switzerland 
Christian Youth Commission) 
June 16-21 Ecumenical Institute, Consultation: Eccle- Bossey, near 
siastical Decisions: A Test Case for the Geneva 
Ecumenical Movement 
June 26 - Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on Alter- Bossey, near 
July 1 natives to War Geneva 
July 2-5 Joint Committee on Society, Development and Bossey, near 
Peace (SODEPAX), lst Meeting of the expanded Geneva 
committee 
July 3-10 WCC, Diakonia Desk, International Federation Tampere, 
of Deaconess Associations Finland 
July 7-12 WCC, Department on Church and Society, Switzerland 
Meeting of the Working Group (place not 
yet known) 
July 11-21 Ecumenical Institute, Course for Laymen, Bossey, near 


Theme: Beyond Pacifism? Geneva 


July 20-26 


Julyy21-31 


Julyi2be- 
August 2 


July 22-29 


Judy 23 = 
August 3 


dil 2 
August 13 
July 28-31 


July 31) 


July 


(dates unknown) 


August 2-4 
August 2-5 
August 3-9 


August 4-8 


August 4-8 


August 4-8 
August 4-9 
August 5-9 


August 8-9 


August 10-12 


August 12-23 
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WSCF, Ecumenical Youth Conference (sponsored 


jointly by WSCF, International Christian Youth 
Exchange and European Ecumenical Youth Council) 


UBS, All-Europe Bible Society Youth.Camp 


WCCE, Annual Meeting of Board of Managers 


WCC, DWME, Urban and Industrial. Mission, 
Advisory Group 


World Alliance of YMCAs, 5th World Council 
of YMCAs and the Young Members’ Forum 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Theological 
Students, Theme: Resurrection 


WCC, DWME, Theological Education Fund Committee 


WCC, CCIA, Meeting of the Executive Committee 


WCC, Department on Co-operation of Men and 
Women in Church, Family and Society, Consul- 
tation on "Urbanization and the Life of the 
Sexes in our Modern World" 


WCC, DWME, Consultation on "Salvation Today" 


World Alliance of YMCAs, World Conference of 
YMCA Secretaries | 


WCC, DEA, Meeting of the Working Committee 


WCC, Faith and Order, Meeting of the Working 
Commit tee 


WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee Meeting 


WCC, Department of Communication, Meeting 
of the Working Committee 


WCC,DWME, Working Committee of the Depart- 
ment of Studies in Mission and Evangelism 


WCC, DWME, Executive Committee 


WCC, Meeting of the Consultative Group of 
Central Committee en Structure 


WCC, Meeting of the Executive Committee 


WCC, Meeting of the Central Committee 


Lingvallen, 
Sweden 


Kristianstad, 
Sweden 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Nairobi, 
Kenya 


Nottingham, 
England 


Bossey; near 
Geneva 


Aarhus, 
Denmark 


Cambridge, 
England 


England 
(place not 
yet known) 


Canterbury, 
England 


Nottingham, 
England 


Canterbury, 
England 


England 
(place not 
yet known) 


Canterbury, 
England 


Canterbury, 
England 


Canterbury, 
England 


Canterbury, 
England 


‘Canterbury, 


England _ 


Canterbury, 
England 


Canterbury, 
England 


August 25-29 


August 25-31 


August. 31 
September 


bo 


August 31 - 
September 


~ 


August 
(dates unknown) 


September 8-13 
September 8-13 
September 9-24 


September 12-16 


September 14-18 
September 15-20 
September 19-20 
September 21-26 
September 22-23 
September 26 - 
October 2 
October 15 - 
February 28, '70 
October 15-18 
October 27 - 
November 1 
November 3-7 


December 2-5 


December 8 


-56- 
WCC, Meeting of the Christian Medical Com- 
mission 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference. on ''Man, 
the Steward of Power" 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on "Freedom 
and Social Structure in the Light. of the Gospel" 


WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on the 
Council, of Chalcedon 


WCC, Youth Department, Consultation with 


regional youth secretaries and youth depart- 


ment staff 


WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on 
"Worship in a Secular Age" 


UBS, Executive Committee 


WCC, DWME, Committee on the Church and the 
Jewish People 


WCC, Youth Department, Central American 
Rural Youth Consultation 

UBS, General Committee Meeting 

WCCE, European Committee 

UBS, Executive Committee, General Session 
Churches' Committee on Migrant Workers in 
Western Europe, 12th Meeting 

UBS, Europe Continuation Committee 

WCC, Department on the Laity, Consultation 


on Leisure~-Tourism 


Ecumenical Institute, 18th Session of the 
Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, 
Theme: The Future of the Church 

CEC, Meeting of the Presidium 

WCC, Full Structure Committee 


WCC, Week of (Staff) Meetings 


WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee Meeting 


U.S. Conference for WCC, Interpretation and 


Support Committee 


near Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


England 
(place not 
yet known) 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


London, 
England 


USA (place not 
yet known) 


Nicaragua 
(place not 
yet known) 


Edinburgh, 
Scotland 


near Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Edinburgh, 
Scotland 


Melun, 
France 


Edinburgh, 
Scotland 


Tutzing, 
Germany 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


England (place 
not yet known) 


place not 
yet known 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


New York City, 
USA 


December 8-16 
December 9 
December 9 


December 28 - 
January 10, '70 


CCIA 


CEC 
DEA 
DICARWS 
DWME 
LWF 
SCM 
UBS 
WARC 
WCC 
WCCE 
WSCF 
YMCA 


YWCA 


U.S. Conference for the WCC, Meeting of 


of Friends 
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Geneva, 
Switzerland 


WCC, DWME, enlarged Divisional Committee 


New York City, 


Executive Committee USA 


New York City, 
USA 


U.S. Conference for the WCC, Annual Luncheon 


Bolivia 
(place not 
yet known) 


WCC, Youth Department, Development Seminar 
(in conjunction with World Christian Youth 
Commission) 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the 
World Council of Churches 


Conference of European Churches 

Division of Ecumenical Action 

Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World Service ~ 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism 
Lutheran World Federation 

Student Christian Movement 

United Bible Societies 

World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
World Council of Churches 

World Council of Christian Education 
World Student Christian Federation 

Young Men's Christian Association 


Young Women’s Christian Association 
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CHURCH CONSORTIUM FOR DEVELOPMENT SUGGESTED 
AT WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 


Tulsa, Oklahoma, (EPS) -- The possibility of an international consortium 

for development projects initiated by the Christian Church was advanced 

here January 28 when the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
announced a consultation on the best use of new church money for development. 


The consultation will take place in October this year, but no site has 
been set. 


Churches in Europe and Canada have already set aside over $10 million per 
year for development in Latin America and the new nations of Africa and Asia. 


Until now no definite decisions have been made on the deployment of money 
earmarked for development. 


The October consultation will view the urgent necessity for establishing an 
ecumenical agency to facilitate international co-operation in channelling 
money for development. 


Mr. C.I. Itty, chairman of the WCC Staff Committee on Development, told the 
25-member Executive Committee there are sufficient indications to believe 
that a number of member churches have taken the Uppsala Assembly report on 
world economic and social development seriously and, as a result, certain 
plans and responses are emerging. At Uppsala in July 1968 delegates to the 
Council's Fourth Assembly declared every church should make available for 
development aid such proportion of its regular income as would entail 
sacrifice. 


The response from the churches has been as follows: 


Germany - the Synod of the Evangelical Church has recommended that 
its member churches set aside 2% of their budgets up to 1970 for 
development in Asia, Africa and Latin America. This will amount to 
$9 million a year. The Synod asked an increase to 5% by 1975. 


Canada - the United Church of Canada will have set aside $1 3/4 
million for development projects by 1970. 


United Kingdom - the Methodist and Baptist churches have asked their 
members to give one day's salary on Good Friday to the development fund. 


Switzerland - the Church of the City of Basle has allocated 32% of 
its total budget to development this year. 


Similar proposals are under discussion in Finland, the Netherlands 
and the USA. 


The Executive Committee endorsed a programme of education on development for 
the WCC's membership based on justice not charity. 
EPS 
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EXECUTIVE BODY NAMES COMMITTEE 
TO. EXAMINE WCC. STRUCTURES 


Tulsa, Oklahoma, (EPS) -- A new look is forecast for the World Council of 
Churches. The Executive Committee named a Structure Committee of which 
Bishop James K. Mathews of Boston (USA) is chairman. To get things under 
way, five members of the Structure Committee will each prepare a document 
pinpointing World Council priorities and suggesting structures to meet them. 
The combined report will form a basis of work for the committee's first meet- 
ing in early May in Switzerland. 


Consultation with the WCC Central Committee will take place in Canterbury, England 
August 12-23 when it is hoped the Committee will give direction for future work. 


The final report of the Structure Committee is expected at the Central Com- 
mittee meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in late December and early January 
Eg7Q—71. 


Named to the Structure Committee in addition to Bishop Mathews were Dr.. 
William P. Thompson, stated clerk of United Presbyterian Church USA; 

Mr. John C, Kamau of Kenya; Dr. John Karefa-Smart of Sierra Leone; the 
Very Rev. Per Lonning of Norway; Metropolitan Nikodim of. the USSR;. Canon 
David Paton of England; General T.B. Simatupang of Indonesia; . Dr. Rudolph 
Weeber of Germany; Mrs. Anna Marie Aagaard of Denmark and Mr. Eigi. Oshima 
of Japan. 


Four officers of the World Council will serve as ex offtcto members. 


The Executive Committee also named 45 members of the 120-member Central Com- 
mittee to be a consultative advisory and reacting group on structure. In 
this way the Central Committee will be fully involved. 

EPS 


TULSA GOES ECUMENICAL 
FOR WCC EXECUTIVE 


Tulsa, Oklahoma, (EPS) -- This was "World Council of Churches Week" for the 
people of this southwestern city of 262,000 population. 


Local, state and national newspapers reported day-to-day events and carried 
interviews with Executive Committee members. 


Two television stations gave live broadcasts of church services addressed by 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC honorary president, and the Rev. Philip Potter, 
associate general secretary. 


A nightly programme on a local radio station featured the Rev. Albert van 
den Heuve., director of the Communication Department, answering questions on 
the World Council telephoned in by listeners. 


The City-Country Library arranged a special exhibition of books and documents 
pertaining to the ecumenical movement, distinctive clerical vestments and silver. 


(more) 
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The churches of the city have taken the occasion as an opportunity to break 
down divisions that separated Protestant denominations from one another and 
Protestants from Catholics. 


Thus by the time the Executive Committee adjourned today, Oklahomans were 
aware that while the Roman Catholic Church. is not a member of the World 
Council of Churches, there is a Joint Working Group between the two bodies 
dealing with doctrinal questions and a Joint Committee on Society, Develop- 
ment and Peace. They had also learned that nine Roman Catholics serve on.» 
the WCC's Faith and Order Commission. 


EPS 
RED CROSS GETS NEW BASE | 
FOR FLIGHTS TO BIAFRA 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Two planes loaded with food left Switzerland for Cotonou, 


Dahomey, January 29 to reopen the Red Cross mercy airlift to Biafra after 
a break of more than three weeks. 


Two other planes are standing by at Fernando Po, Equatorial Guinea, ready 
to fly to Cotonou if negotiations to reopen the airlift from this island 
fall through. 


The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) suspended its flights 
three weeks ago after Equatorial Guinea imposed restrictions which made 
them impracticable. 


The flights from Cotonou to Biafra, skirting round most of Federal Nigeria, 
will be almost twice as long as those from Fernando Po. 


The agreement with Dahomey to base at least part of the operation on Cotonou 
follows talks between President Emile Derlin Zinzou and Mr. Auguet Lindt, 
ICRC relief commissioner for Nigeria. 


EPS 
CANADIAN-BOUGHT PLANE 
JOINS CHURCH AIRLIFT 
Geneva, (EPS) -- A Lockheed Superconstellation provided by voluntary agencies 


in Canada has joined the air fleet operated by "Joint Church Aid" to carry 
relief supplies from Sao Tomé (Portuguese West Africa) to Biafra. 


The first two flights were made on the night of January 23, according to 

Dr. E.H. Johnson, vice-chairman of the board of "Canairelief". This organiza- 
tion, formed on the initiative of the Presbyterian Church and Oxfam of Canada, 
has received support from other Canadian Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
groups as well as from the general public. 


The Superconstellation 1049H can carry a maximum load of 21 tons, twice the 
capacity of the DC-7s used on the airlift so far and approximately the same 
capacity as the U.S. Government C-97G Boeing Strato-freighters purchased 


recently by Joint Church Aid-USA (EPS No. 1). Gauean 
mo 
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The World Council of Churches helped finance the new plane through money 
contributed by the United Church of Canada, the Anglican Church and the 
Canadian Council of Churches. 


"The airlift", said. Dr.. Johnson, "is the most vital part in the relief 
programme. Within Biafra, there is an excellent organization for distribu- 
tion of relief supplies, and outside Biafra plenty of food is available." 


EPS 
WCC URGED TO START JOINT 
EFFORT TO CUT NIGERIAN ARMS 
Paris, (EPS) -- The Commission on International Affairs of the French.Pro- 


testant Federation has called on the World Council of Churches, to. initiate 
a request to the governments of France and Great Britain that they stop 
sending arms to the belligerent parties in the Nigeria/Biafra conflict. 


In a letter to WCC General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake, the French 

group suggests a joint approach together with the international affairs 
commissions of the U.S., British and French church councils and USSR church 
bodies. Co-operation of the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace. should 
also be sought. 


The French Protestants were replying to a request sent to all WCC member 
churches on August 9, asking them to urge their governments to stop the 
flow of arms to both parties (EPS No. 30). 


The Commission holds the view that the division of Africa into small economic 
units would present serious drawbacks. But the formation of large mlti- 
racial states may also present a severe danger to minorities, it states. 
Therefore, any appeal to negotiate should be accompanied by recognition of 
the Biafrans' right to self-determination.and the formation of a joint 
economic organization to avoid the drawbacks of complete secession, the 
French statement said. 

EPS 


MALAYSIAN ‘NAMED YOUTH SECRETARY 
OF EAST ASIA CONFERENCE 


‘Bangkok, (EPS) -- The Rev. Larry Cheah, 33, has been named youth secretary 
for the East Asia Christian Conference, according to the Rev. Eliezer D. 
Mapanao, chairman of the EACC Youth Committee. Mr. Cheah begins his, duties 
immediately with Asian youth in 16 countries. 


The new secretary has had six years' experience in the pastorate. Most 
recently he was director of youth work for the Methodist Church in Malaysia. 
He holds degrees from Trinity Theological College, Singapore, and Union 
Theological Seminary, Manila...A member of, the Youth Committee of the Council 
of Churches of Malaysia and. Singapore, he edited and produced the materials 
for a recent Ecumenical Youth Week. He has also been a vice-president of 
the Malaysian Youth Conncil, a secular youth movement. 

| EPS 
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SUPPORT FOR NEW SAIGON COALITION 
ADVOCATED IN CHURCH STUDY 


Memphis, Tennessee, (EPS) -- Vietnam requires a coalition government free 
from the special interests of both the Western democracies and the Communist 
states, according to a report presented to the General Board of the National 
Council of Churches (USA) meeting here. 


Seven emissaries sent by the NCC to review the current Paris peace talks 
drafted the recommendation. They said the U.S. should drop all neo-colonial 
or doctrinaire aspirations in favour of unifying all Vietnam forces under 

an already existing national identity and pride. 


"The driving spirit in both the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North) and 
the Republic of Vietnam (South) is nationalism", they held. "This cannot 
be over-emphasized." 


Leading the study committee was Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, director of the 
National Council's international affairs programmes. Dr. J. Edward Carothers, 
head of the Batrgpat Division of the United Methodist Board of Missions, 

made the group's report here. 


"In the case of both the RVN (South) and the National Liberation Front 
(Vietcong) the spirit of nationalism amounts to a governing force", the 
report said. 


The churchmen charged that the present Saigon régime represents few segments 
of importance, even in that portion of the South which it now controls. 


It is "not too late to encourage those people of the RVN (South) who wish 
to establish a new, broadly based and constitutional national government 
that is independent of outside domination", the report held. "They need 
freedom to express themselves and to organize, as well as to hold adequate 
representation in the Cabinet. 


"We believe that our government should encourage this, and make solid 
proposals, backed by financial aid, for land and other social reforms." 


The NCC staff responsible for Middle East affairs sent a letter to UN Secre- 
tary General U Thant January 28 thanking him for his efforts to persuade the 
Iraqi Government to safeguard the rights of accused persons and to discourage 
measures that inflame sentiment and endanger "various categories of citizens". 
Expressing a humanitarian concern for all who have been or may be arrested 
in connection with the present espionage trials, the staff said it looked 
to the UN to represent the conscience of people throughout the world on the 
issue of human rights. 

EPS 


ITALIAN RADIO OFFERS PROTESTANT NEWS 


Rome, (EPS) -- A weekly Protestant news programme will be broadcast each Sunday 
by the Italian State Radio Network (RAI) beginning February 2. After the 
usual brief devotional broadcast at 7.35 a.m., about 10 minutes will be devoted 
to information about Protestant church activities in Italy and abroad, together 
with comments and short interviews. This is the first non-devotional programme 
to be broadcast on behalf of Protestants. 
EPS 
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STUDENTS CALL FOR CONTINUING 
REFORMATION AT ZWINGLI OBSERVANCE 


Zurich, (EPS) -- The official observance of the 450th anniversary of Zwingli's 
Reformation in Zurich was enlivened by a rally at the Fraumtinster in which 
students criticized their elders for looking back in triumph as if the Re- 
formation had been completed. 


Insisting that the anniversary should be a reminder of Zwingli’s concern for 
"freedom, courage and criticism", the students complained that no time had 
been allotted for discussing the reforms needed in the Church today. 


Support for the meeting had been given by the Student Council of Zurich 
University. 


A prelude to three hours of discussion in the Fraumlinster were three short 
addresses. Dr. Walter Hollenweger, secretary for evanglism of the World 
Council of Churches, spoke on "The Protestant Church, the Oikoumene and the 
Third World". Dr. Gunther Henning, a Viennese journalist, discussed ''Marx- 
ism's Challenge to Christianity", and Prof. Robert Kubler, president for 

church administration in Zurich/Seebach, spoke on "Reform of the Zurich Church". 


Summarizing their demands, the students said: "The 1969 Reformation must 
start with the pastorate!" They sought the replacement of one-man pastorates 
by teams of theologians and non-theologians. They also asked for experiments 


with new forms of worship. 


Official Celebration 


Visitors from other nations joined dignitaries from the academic and political 
world at a ceremony in Zurich University and one at the Town Hall climaxing 
the official anniversary celebration. Pastor Robert Kurtz, president of the 
Church Council, made a plea for "continued reform within the Church. Dr. Urs 
Burgi, first Roman Catholic president of the canton of Zurich, welcomed the 
new era of partnership between the confessions. He saw the openness between 
confessions as a sign that both Protestants and Catholics are ready to draw 
the logical conclusions from the painful experience of the Reformation, 
necessary though it was at the time. 


EPS 
INTER-CONFESSIONAL MEETING IN CRETE 
Kastelli, Crete, (EPS) -- The first ecumenical meeting attended by Orthodox, 


Protestants and Roman Catholics in Greece was a theological symposium held 
at the Orthodox Academy of Crete during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


Participating in a symposium on "ways of re-establishing church unity" were 
Prof. John Anastassiou, dean of the theological faculty of the University of 
Thessaloniki; Fr. Demetrius Salahas, a Roman Catholic priest; and Mr. Kar- 
vounis of the Greek Evangelical Church. Chairman was Mr. Alexander Papaderos, 
director of the Academy. 


Metropolitan Irineos of Kissamos and Selinon made a summary evaluation at 
the close of the discussion. 
EPS 
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TASK FOR CHRISTIAN-MARXIST 
DIALOGUE DETAILED AT BOSSEY 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Christians and Marxists need to examine together the far- 
reaching changes in society due to scientific and technological progress, 
their repercussions on production and thus on man. 


This was the contention of Prof. Roger Garaudy, well-known French Marxist, 
when he addressed students at the Ecumenical Institute at Chateau de Bossey 
near here on January 24. 


The increasing demands for initiative, responsibility and educational 
ability make it necessary to study the problems of workers and senior 
employees who must be given the opportunity "to develop fully as human beings". 


In recent years critical reflection has led both Christians and Marxists to 
modify their dogmatic attitudes. Today a comparison of different patterns 
must be carried out together to see the points at which the Christian and 
Marxist heritages could complement one another, he maintained. 


In the past, said Prof. Garaudy, Marxists concentrated their efforts on 
improving social conditions to the neglect of the inner life. Christians, 
on the other hand, overstressed the personal life, he said, and neglected 
historical and practical aspects. Today, however, theology recognizes the 
autonomy of the sciences, of secular values and of human action. 


EPS 
URUGUAYAN METHODISTS RATIFY 
RULES FOR AUTONOMOUS. CHURCH - 
Montevideo, Uruguay, (EPS) -- The constitution and rules for what will soon 


become the Evangelical Methodist Church in Uruguay were approved at the 
annual conference of the Uruguayan Methodist Church here early in January. | 


This was an important step on the road to autonomy for this Methodist con- 
ference. Similar action will soon be taken by Methodist communities in 
Argentina, Chile, Bolivia and Peru. 


The new church will be governed by an executive council of six lay members 
and six ministers. The former will include at least two women and one 
person under 25. The episcopal system was abolished in favour of a presi- 
dential one. 


Article 22 of the new constitution sounded an ecumenical note when it said, 
"The IEMU believes that the Lord of the Church is calling all Christians 
everywhere to unite. So we will work towards unity at all levels of the 
Church's life, through contact with other Methodist churches, both on this 
continent and throughout the world, through participation in church federa- 
tions or councils, and by means of the organic unity of evangelical churches 
of other traditions." 

EPS 
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NEW EAST GERMAN FEDERATION 
WILL SEVER TIES WITH WEST 


Berlin, (EPS) -- The Federation of Protestant Churches in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic (East Germany), scheduled to be founded this summer, will 
sever all organizational and administrative ties with the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKD). : 


This announcement was made by General Superintendent Albrecht Schdnherr, 

acting on behalf of Bishop Kurt Scharf, who has been refused access to the 
East. In addition to being episcopal administrator, Schdnherr is chairman 
of a "structural commission" preparing for the federation's establishment. 


When the administrative organs have been set up, he said, the EKD will no 
longer be responsible for East German churches. 


Asked whether the primary reason for forming a separate federation was the 
situation created by the new East German constitution, Dr. Schdénherr said 
a distinction must be made between the reason and the occasion. 


"The reason is the church's determination to give better expression to its 
fellowship. We are confronted by fundamental tasks that can only be solved 
in close fellowship. The new constitution was the occasion making it im- 
possible to postpone giving organizational expression to this fellowship." 


Mr. Schdnherr stressed that the federation's creation would not sever 
“Spiritual and historical" community with West German churches. He said 
a number of important problems must be solved for German Protestantism as 
a whole, such as the question of Communion and pulpit fellowship. 


EPS 
EACC WORKING COMMITTEE PLANS 
CONCERTED DEVELOPMENT EMPHASIS 
Bangkok, (EPS) -- "An adequate structure for working on development", which 


would co-ordinate five programme committees of the EACC,is one of the major 
items the Working Committee of the East Asia Christian Conference considered 
at its meeting in Tjibulan, Indonesia, last week. 


Presiding at the meeting was Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, a WCC president. 
General Secretary U Kyaw Than, Burma, reported on events since the Fourth 
EACC Assembly in February 1968. 


The issue of development, which will determine projects for the Special Ecu- 
menical Fund, is the concern of committees on Church and Society, Laymen 
Abroad, Urban-Industrial Mission, Lay Training, and Inter-chureh Aid. It 
becomes the major emphasis of the EACC throughout the quadrennium. 


A "crash" programme for the youth of Asia; a consultation on Christian 
education and lay training to be held in Perth, Australia this year; the 
continuing programme of Asian Christian Service in both Vietnam and Laos, 
together with specific international issues were considered. 


Representing the WCC at the meeting were the Rev. Graeme Jackson, DICARWS, 
and the Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 
EPS 
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HONORARY DEGREE FOR EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 


Tulsa, Oklahoma, (EPS) -- Indonesia's former chief of staff, General 1.B. 
Simatupang, 49, received the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters 
from the University of Tulsa while attending the WCC Executive Committee 
here. 


Dr. J. Paschal Twyman, university president, said the degree was conferred 
in recognition of General Simatupang's outstanding contribution to educa- 
tion and religion. | 


Now president of the Indonesian Council of Churches, the general made a 
study of religion following retirement from the army because he. believed 
basic answers. to the problems of the newly emerging nations lay in an 
understanding of the role of the Church rather than in political science. 
He has also spearheaded studies on church and society. 


EPS 
ASSYRIAN VILLAGE COMPLETED 
WITH WCC, UN FUNDS 
Zahle, Lebanon, (EPS) -- "Ecumenical Village", a housing project for Assyrian 


families, has been completed here after more than seven years. 


Accommodating 67 refugee families, the project was begun by the World Council 
of Churches in connection with the World Refugee Year (1959-1960) since the 
Assyrian minority in Lebanon was registered as refugees by the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Long and arduous efforts to obtain funds to complete the project were 
carried on by Miss Ruth Black and other members of the WCC's Service to 
Refugees. 


Built at a cost of $244,282, the housing project contains independent units 
of one, two, three and four bedrooms. Each has a plot of ground for gardening. 


Churches in the U.S., Great Britain, Germany, Sweden, Australia and Canada 
contributed $186,800 to the programme. World Refugee Year funds at the 
disposal of the World Council provided $32,482 and the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees gave $25,000. 

EPS 


U.S. CHURCH INVESTS IN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


New York, (EPS) -- The United Church of Christ's Board for World Ministries 

has purchased 1,000 shares of the International Basic Economy Corporation ~ 

(IBEC) and is completing negotiations on a $250,000 short-term loan to IBEC 

subsidiaries involved in housing and food production and distribution. IBEC, 
founded in 1947, promotes the use of private capital and American management 
methods to upgrade the economies of the less-developed countries. From its 

beginnings in Venezuela and Brazil, IBEC has grown to a conglomerate employ- 
ing some 12,000 people in 33 countries through 119 subsidiaries. 

EPS 
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IN BRIEF 


His Holiness Khoren I, Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia, has given his blessing 
to plans to establish in New York a national headquarters of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church of America. According to Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian, 
prelate of the church in America, the Catholicos will lead a nation-wide fund- 
raising campaign to implement these plans when, he comes to the U.S. from 

his headquarters in Antelias near Beirut, Lebanon, this spring. The building 
will provide space for co-ordinating religious, educational and social pro- 
grammes, supplementing the efforts of the clergy. 


ale ale ale 
“ “” 


The Roman Catholic cathedral in Pietersburg, South Africa, was the scene of 
an Anglican ordination service in which the Bishop of Pretoria, the Rt. Rev. 
Edward Knapp-Fisher, ordained three men to the priesthood. More than 800 
people of all races, both Anglicans and Roman Catholics, attended the service. 
The new Anglican Church is still being built and the present hall was in- 
adequate for such a service. 


Relationships between Protestants and Roman Catholics in Italy are becoming 

too delicate to allow small groups to make the decisions about them, Prof. 
Giorgio Payrot, a Protestant expert on religious freedom, wrote in the Jan- 
uary 26 issue of Nuovi Tempi, published in Rome. ''External ecumenical rela- 
tionships are the concern of the congregation and not merely of church councils 
or boards", he said. "Congregations have reached the necessary degree of 
maturity to decide what kinds of activities may properly be carried out to- 
gether with Roman Catholics.'' Some congregations in Rome had disagreed with 
demonstrations at an ecumenical service on January 18 (EPS No. 3). 


* * * 


CORRECTIONS: The English version of George Velten's article "There's Another 
Side to Gay Paree'' (EPS No. 1) apparently lost some nuance in the process of 
translation. Mr. Velten has asked us to point out that "France is nearly 
totally secular and agnostic and La Mission Populatre Evanaéltque de France 
is not setting up Protestant centres but community centres....the majority 
of the people coming to them are agnostics and are convinced they do not 
comit themselves religiously by coming on the premises and taking responsi- 
bilities in running some of its activities any more than Samaritans became 
Jews because they met Jesus and shared meals with him..." 


Space limitation forced EPS to omit some historical and sociological refer- 


ences, Editors planning to reprint this article should get an unabridged 
version from the Rev. G.E. Velten, 166 rue St. Maur, Paris 11, France. 


* * * 


Officers of the Lutheran World Federation will hold their next meeting on 
June 11-14 in Geneva, rather than on the dates reported in EPS No. 3. 


* * * 
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Special Feature 
ANNIVERSARY OF A PIONEERING PATRIARCH 


by Tatiana Athanasiadis 
WCC Staff Member 


Twenty years ago this week Aristokles Spyrou was enthroned as "Archbishop 
of Constantinople, the New Rome, and Ecumenical Patriarch". He thus became 
primate of the whole Orthodox world. 


At the Phanar, headquarters of the Patriarchate in the ancient Greek quarter 
of Istanbul, the 20th anniversary (January 27) was observed quietly and 
without ceremony. It was the same on the anniversary of his election last 
November. 


For 82-year-old Patriarch Athenagoras is an intensely humble, spiritual man 
seemingly oblivious of the modest surroundings in which he lives, a reflec- 
tion of the minority status of the Orthodox in a non-Christian land. 


The absence of earthly pomp, however, cannot in any way obscure the contri- 
bution that this pioneering patriarch has made in these past 20 years to 
the "dialogue of love'' and to ecumenical understanding. 


When he came to the Phanar in 1948, he was well aware that for many years 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate had been "an ardent preacher of the ecumenical 
dialogue to foster Christian unity". In 1920 a circular letter had gone 
out to Christian churches "wherever they may be" calling for closer co- 
operation and fellowship. Also Orthodox representatives had attended the 
Stockholm and Lausanne Conferences of 1925 and 1927 respectively, which 
eventually led to the formation of the World Council of Churches. 


The Patriarch put his own view in these words: "No church has the right to 
remain in isolation, to say that it does not need contact with other 
Christian brethren..." 


All his actions were guided by his belief that "the more a church is upheld 
by the sense that it alone possesses the truth and that it alone ‘has re- 
mained loyal to the Word of God, to tradition and to the mission of the one, 
ancient and undivided Church, the more that church is called to dialogue and 
co-operation with all the other Christian confessions". 


This creed found expression in his efforts to strengthen the’ bonds between 
Orthodox churches and the ecumenical movement. But these words also applied 
to relations with the Roman Catholic Church. 


For many years Patriarch Athenagoras had expressed a wish "to meet the Pope 
half-way". This wish was fulfilled in 1963 when he met Pope Paul VI in 
Jerusalem. This was followed in December 1965 by the lifting of a mutual 
ban of ex-communication, which had been in force since 1054. 


A statement signed by the Pope and the Patriarch said: "Quieter and fairer 
judgment enables us today to perceive that the ban of ex-communication went 


(more) 
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much further than those who imposed it originally intended." The schism 
between Rome and Constantinople still existed, but the gesture was evidence 
of "our mutual sincere desire for reconciliation". 


In July 1967-the Pope visited the Phanar, and in October of that year the 
Patriarch paid a return visit to the Vatican. These visits produced little 
in the way of tangible results, but the Pope's interest and the attention 
paid to his visit in the public press may well have strengthened the position 
of the Patriarchate, 


Among the 14 autocephalous Orthodox churches the Patriarchate occupies first 
place in a kind of hierarchy of honour. In 451 the Council of Chalcedon 
decided that the Archbishop of Constantinople should have "the same rights 

as the Bishop of Rome". The order of precedence among the three other 
Oriental patriarchates was determined to be Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem. 
The Patriarchate of Moscow, established in 1589, is accorded fifth place in 
this hierarchy. 


Since the schism between the Western and Eastern churches in 1054 the Ecu- 
menical Patriarch has been recognized by all the Orthodox churches as primus 
inter pares, i.e. primate. 


Athenagoras thus enjoys a number of rights to which other Orthodox leaders 

are not entitled. The Patriarchate is the highest court of appeal in dis- 

putes within Orthodoxy. It can recognize a church as autocephalous, giving 
it the right to choose its own head and administer its own affairs. It can 
convene conferences and synods and represent the Orthodox churches in rela- 
tions with other churches. 


Under the Patriarch's direct jurisdiction are the Greek churches in Turkey, 

the Archbishoprics of Crete, North and South America, Australia and New 

Zealand, the bishoprics of the Dodecanese and the Greek Orthodox in Western 

and Central Europe, the monastic republic on Mount Athos = total 3 million people. 


While the Patriarch himself is a Turkish citizen and has tried to maintain 
good relations with the Turkish authorities, this has not been easy and some- 
times the very existence of the Patriarchate has seemed in danger. The 
Cyprus conflict was a source of tension. As early as 1955 there were serious 
riots against the Greeks in Turkey, including their churches. A whole series 
of government measures followed. 


Metropolitans Emilianos of Selfkias and Iakovos of Philadelphia, close 
colleagues of the Patriarch, were expelled on charges of “activities directed 
against state security". Soon afterwards the only printing press belonging 
to the Patriarchate was confiscated, putting a stop to two periodicals. 

The Holy Theological College of Halki on an island in the Sea of Marmara 

was closed to foreign students. The number of Greeks in Turkey, said to 

be 60,000 in 1966, has since fallen to about 35,000. 


Protests were lodged against this interference with church affairs, since 
the Turkish Government had signed the Treaty of Lausanne of 1923 promising 
full protection to religious minorities. The World Council of Churches has 
continually advocated maintenance of the Ecumenical Patriarchate as "a 
symbol of unity and centre of initiative on behalf of all the Eastern Ortho- 


" 
dox Churches”. (more) 
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The transfer of the Patriarchate elsewhere is unthinkable because the 
Patriarch's prestige and authority have been linked by tradition to the 
See founded by St. Andrew. If it were moved to a predominantly Orthodox 
country, eventually it would become identified with the church of that 
country. Then a vacuum would be created and the contribution of the 
Orthodox churches to the ecumenical movement would be severely limited. 


Through all these vicissitudes Patriarch Athenagoras has maintained his 
calm, irenic spirit. A man of great physical and spiritual strength, 
he continues to hope, pray and work for the healing of the world's 
political and ecclesiastical divisions. 

EPS 


* * * 


(For photos of the Ecumenical Patriarch, see Photo Oikoumene No. 39, 1967 
or write to WCC Film/Photo Section, Department of Communication, 150 route 
de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.) 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


This special issue of Photo Oikoumene tells the story of church efforts to 
save the lives of thousands of civilians caught in the crossfire of the 
Nigeria/Biafra war. Many of the photos are by Peter Solbjerghd¢j of Denmark, 
new photographic assistant to John Taylor, head of WCC Film/Visual Services. 
These photographs are available from the WCC (Film/Photo Section), 150 route 
de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-d; 
SsBs (DM I. 
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390 tons of food per week. (373-376) The all-too-familiar story of hunger — 
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WCC GENERAL SECRETARY WILL VISIT MIDDLE EAST 


Tulsa, Oklahoma, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches announced here 
January 30 that its General Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, will visit 
the Middle East from March 1 to 12 for talks with religious and government 
leaders. 


Dr. Blake will go to the United Arab Republic, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan 
and Israel. 


The announcement came at the close of the WCC's four-day Executive Committee 
meeting here. 


The Committee carefully discussed the dimensions of the Middle East crisis 
and directed officers of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs to express the concern of the WCC's member churches to the govern- 
ments involved through their representatives at the United Nations. 


Last July at its Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, the Council expressed concern 
for ''the menace of the situation in the Middle East" which "shows no present 
sign of abating". 


The resolution urged guarantees of the territorial integrity and security of 
all nations in the area; continued efforts to solve the refugee and dis- 
placed persons problem; full religious freedom and access to Holy Places, 
preferably by international agreement; limitation of national armaments, 
and restraints on world powers from pursuing their interests in the area. 


The Executive Committee passed a resolution on Vietnam giving assurance of 

the Council's desire to co-operate in the task of post-war rehabilitation. 

It also expressed satisfaction that all parties are now seated at the Paris 
peace talks. 


During the Committee's debate on international affairs a "minute" on the 
Nigeria/Biafra crisis was made requesting Christian churches and their 
agencies to press governments and "commercial interests" to refrain from 
any action that would prolong the conflict. 


Concern was also expressed on the "impending forced migration" of Asians 
from certain East African countries. The Migration Desk at the World Council's 
headquarters in Geneva was requested to make a study of the problems involved. 


The Committee voiced concern over the deterioration in the condition of the 
African majority in Rhodesia and the failure of the recent Commonwealth 
Prime Ministers’ Conference to reach agreement on this issue. 


The Executive Committee welcomed the British Council of Churches' statement 
calling for a satisfactory settlement that, with effective safeguards, would 
guarantee the steady and unimpeded advance of the African population and be 
acceptable to the Rhodesian people as a whole. The Committee expressed the 
hope that governments and commercial enterprises would act responsibly to 
assist in the achievement of a just system of government in Rhodesia. 


Earlier in the week local evangelist Billy James Hargis organized a mass rally 
against the World Council of Churches and its political philosophy. 
(more) 
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Ultra-right wing extremists criticized Metropolitan Nikodin, foreign affairs 
secretary of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, told a press conference that 
the position of church leaders in atheistic countries is very difficult. 
"The pressure is greatest on those at the top and least on the ordinary 
faithful. 


"Our task as the WCC is to attempt to keep in touch with all of them", he said. 


_ Metropolitan Nikodim, unruffled by the accusations, offered statistics to 
prove that the Russian Orthodox Church is alive and not underground. 


EPS 
CONSULTATION ON RACISM ANNOUNCED 
» BY WCC EXECUTIVE -COMMITTEE 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, (EPS) -—- A consultation on racism, with particular emphasis 


on white racism, will be sponsored by the World Council. of Churches in 
London May 19-24, according to an announcement here by Mr. M.M. Thomas of 
Bangalore, India, chairman of the WCC's Central and Executive Committees. 


U.S. Senator George McGovern of South Dakota, prominent United Methodist 
layman who was a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination, will 
chair the six-day consultation. 


Mr. Thomas said the consultation will be asked to recommend "a programme of 
education and action for the eradication of racism" to the World Council and 
its 234 member churches. 


The Indian churchman, who himself steered the WCC's, programme for rapid 
social change and development in South-East Asia, added: "The consultation 
will review and evaluate past ecumenical statements on racial justice to. see 
why they have not produced more results" 


The membership of the consultation will be drawn from the Council's member 
churches. Four Roman Catholics will attend as "observer-participants"., 
Militant Black Power advocates, social scientists, trade unionists, student 
leaders, and exiles from Southern Africa will also be invited to state their 
case and-offer their prescription for solving racial problems. 


Explaining why the World Council planned the consultation, Mr. Thomas said: 
"Racially suppressed groups have awakened and demand recognition of their 
human dignity and self-respect. 


“"Racial conflict is aggravated by: (1) the world situation, (2) the end 
of colonial rule in most areas, (3) re-alignment of national boundaries, 
(4) continued economic exploitation of the poor, (5) slow progress in 
community action for justice. "These reasons alone demand fresh enquiry 
into the nature, causes and consequences of racism", he said. 


A critical review of World Council of Churches" policy and practice in situ- 
ations of race conflict will be made, based on public positions taken by 


the WCC and the response in the churches. 
EPS 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENTS 


Tulsa, Oklahoma, (EPS) -- An Oxford University don and a former "worker priest" 
are among four prominent churchmen invited to join the executive staff of the 
World Council of Churches. 


In addition, Dr. William Bean Kennedy, 42, was appointed executive secretary 
of the newly created Office of Education when the Executive Committee met here. 


Canon David E. Jenkins, 44, was invited to co-ordinate the Council's "Studies 
on Man", a number of studies dealing with problems of Christian anthropology 
in the context of social change, modern science and technology. 


Canon Jenkins is a fellow, chaplain and lecturer in theology of Queen's 
College, Oxford, England. 


Known as an "open theologian", he made a major contribution to clarifying the 
issues in the "Honest to God" debate with his book Guide to the Debate About 
God. Among other major writings are his Bampton Lectures published under the 


title The Glory of Man. 


Canon Jenkins is particularly interested in the relation of religion and medi- 
cine and was a founder member of the British Association of Social Psychiatry. 


The Rev. Dr. Ian M. Fraser, 51, of the Church of Scotland, was invited to 
serve as associate secretary in the Department on the Laity. Dr. Fraser will 
have responsibility for studies on "the role of lay people in church and 
society". 


Dr. Fraser holds a Master of Arts degree from Edinburgh University and a 
Bachelor of Divinity from New College, Edinburgh. He was a "worker priest" 
during the Second World War in a paper mill in Scotland. 


He has been Scottish secretary of the Student Christian Movement (1945-48) 
and a member of the Rosyth Town Council (1954-60). Since 1960, he has been 
warden of the Scottish Churches' House - a conference centre for laymen - 
in Dunblane and was general secretary of the Scottish Churches’ Council 
(1964-67). 


Dr. Fraser is the author of Bible, Congregation and Community, Faith Comes 
Alive and a popular report on the WCC's Fourth Assembly entitled Live With 


Style. 


Archimandrite (Priest) Anastasios Yannoulatos, 39, was invited to be secre- 
tary for research in mission and relations with the Orthodox churches, a new 
post in the Division of World Mission and Evangelism. Director of the Inter- 
Orthodox Missionary Centre (Athens) since 1961, Archimandrite Yannoulatos 

has been working for the revival of the missionary ideal in the Orthodox 
Church. 


Born in Greece, Father Yannoulatos is now a lecturer in Greek in the faculty 
of philosophy, Marburg University in Germany. He also serves as a priest to 
Greek workers and students. 

(more) 
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(more) 
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A recognized expert on "the mission of the church", he is fluent in four 
languages and has a working knowledge of five others. 


Archimandrite Yannoulatos is the authar of numerous publications on the 
Orthodox Church and since 1959 has been editor of the quarterly Porefthendes- 
Go Ye. He has been active in the Orthodox youth organization Syndesmos. 


The Rev. Werner Simpfendérfer, 42, deputy director of the Evangelical Academy 
at Bad Boll in Germany, was invited to be secretary in the Office of Education 
with responsibility for theological education. 


A member of the Evangeltcal Landesktrehe of Wirttemberg, Mr. Simpfendérfer 
taught at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Blaubeuren before going 

to Bad Boll. He was involved in ecumenical work through participation in 
the WCC study on the Missionary Structure of the Congregation and served for 
four years as secretary of the Western European Working Group. 


A graduate of Tiibingen University in Germany, he studied at New College 
Edinburgh and was a student of the late Karl Barth. 


He has translated into German the works of Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Colin 
Williams and Harvey Cox. 


A native of Spartanburg, South Carolina (USA), Dr. William Bean Kennedy will 
aid the churches in general education and assist in the programme of Christian 
education. 


At present, he is secretary for education in the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
(Southern). 


A graduate of Duke University, North Carolina, and Union Theological Seminary, 
Virginia, he received his doctorate from Yale University in 1957. 


He has taught at Emory University, Georgia, and Union Seminary, Virginia. 
He was associate professor of Christian Education there when called to his 
present post with the church's Board of Christian Education. 


Dr. Kennedy, who is married and has four children, will take up his appoint- 


ment on July l. 
EPS 


LWF/ISRAELI TALKS CONTINUE 


Geneva/Oslo, (EPS) -- Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation in Geneva, has confirmed reports emanating from Bishop 
Fritjov Birkeli of Oslo that the Israeli military have pulled down six small 
buildings on the site of the Augusta Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem, property 
owned by the LWF. On account of its strategic position on the Mount of 
Olives, this site has been occupied by the Isrealis so they can erect defences 
there. Dr. Appel said the LWF is continuing its efforts to settle the 
situation. 


The Norwegian ambassador in Israel was instructed by his government to ex- 
press deep concern about this incident. 
EPS 
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WCC STAFF MOURNS SLAIN 
AFRICAN LEADER 


New York/Geneva, (EPS) -- The assassination of African nationalist leader 
Dr. Eduardo Mondlane, 48, on February 3 in Dar-es-Salaam brought. expressions 
of deep regret from staff members of the World Council of, Churches. 


General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake, in the U.S. for the recent meeting 
of the Executive Committee, issued the following statement: 


"Christians everywhere have suffered a great loss in the assassination of 
Eduardo Mondlane. Once more a leader seeking justice for his people has 
‘been struck down by violence from a source unknown but clearly representa- 
tive of those who would prevent justice for his people. 


"Mondlane had been invited and was expected at a Consultation on Racism 

(see page 3) sponsored by the World Council of Churches to be held in London 
in May. We shall miss his leadership as the. whole Church will miss his 
presence." 


The Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the Department of Church and 
Society, said: 


"The assassination of Eduardo Mondlane, leader of the Mozambique Liberation 
Front, deprived the movement for world social, justice and freedom of one of 
its most thoughtful leaders. His devotion to the cause of freedom for his 
people was unassuming and patient. His deep interest in the ecumenical 
church movement and his contribution to many Christian discussions of world 
economic and political justice revealed that his concern for humanity was 
not bound by a parochial nationalism. His long hesitation before starting 
on. the path of armed insurrection against the Portuguese colonial government 
indicated his own personal sensitivity on the question of taking the lives 
of others. All thoughtful men must mourn with his people the loss of this 
friendly, wise and kindly man who understood and accepted the tremendous 
burdens of, leadership in the. revolutions of,our time." 


A cable from Dr. Blake and the staff went immediately to the widow, Mrs. 
Janet Mondlane, and a service of appreciation was being planned at the Ecu- 
menical Centre. 


Dr. Mondlane was one of the outstanding participants in the 1966 Church and 
Society Conference in Geneva, and he made a major contribution to the Mindolo 
Race Consultation in Kitwe, Zambia in 1964. The latter was co-sponsored by 
the World Council of Churches, the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation and the 
South African Institute of Race Relations. 


A member of the Presbyterian Church of Tanzania and president of the Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front (FRELIMO), Dr. Mondlane was killed while working at 
the home of a friend outside Dar-es-Salaam. Police assume that a time, bomb 
had been planted in a chair where he usually sat. 


President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania immediately ordered that he be buried 
with all the honours "deserving of a hero who died for his country's freedom". 


(more) 
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Dr. Mondlane had studied at universities in South Africa, Portugal and the 
United States. He was on the staff of the UN Trusteeship Council from 1957 
until named professor of sociology at Syracuse University, New York, in 
1960. But he returned to his native Africa in 1963 and organized FRELIMO. 


Speaking in England in March 1968, he said no matter what Portugal did, 
the peoples of the Portuguese African territories of Mozambique, Angola 
and Guinea were "determined to fight until we win". 


In 1967 he claimed that his movement had liberated one-fifth of Mozambique, 
primarily the rural areas. 
EPS 


TRIAL OF CHRISTIAN MINISTER 
BEGUN IN RHODESIA 


Salisbury, Rhodesia, (EPS) -- The Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, 48, African 
Nationalist leader, pleaded not guilty to charges of incitement and con- 
spiracy to murder Prime Minister Ian Smith and two members of his cabinet. 
He went on trial here February 3 before Justice John Lewis of the High 
Court of Rhodesia. 


Mr. Sithole, a clergyman of the United Church of Christ in Rhodesia, and 
leader of the banned Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU), had been held 
in detention for more than four years. He was accused of plotting the 
murders in letters smuggled out of Salisbury jail where he was held as a 
political prisoner. 


Two of the three charges are capital offences that could bring the death 
sentence. 


Africans and Europeans jammed the courtroom as Mr. Sithole, looking fit and 
neatly dressed, replied in a clear voice, "I plead not guilty" to each of 
the three charges. 


The first charge, brought under Section 384 of the Criminal Procedure Act, 
alleged that he "did wrongfully incite, instigate, command or procure" a 
man identified only as Mr. X to murder Prime Minister Smith; Justice, Law 
and Order Minister Desmond Lardner Burke and External Affairs Minister 
Jack Howman. 


The second charge, brought under the same act, alleged that Mr. Sithole 
conspired with the same Mr. X to "aid or procure" the murder of the three. 
The third charge, brought under the Law and Order Maintenance Act, claimed 
that in a letter to Mr. X, Mr. Sithole "did indicate or imply that it would 
be desirable to murder" Mr. Smith and his two ministers. The second and 
third charges are alternatives to the first. 


Educated in the USA, Mr. Sithole was principal of a large secondary school 
of the United Church of Christ at Mt. Selinda, Mashonaland before he became 
involved in politics in the early 1960s. 

EPS 
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SOUTH AFRICAN RESETTLEMENT POLICY 
COULD AFFECT 600 LUTHERAN CHURCHES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A massive resettlement programme planned by the Government 
of South Africa could have "catastrophic consequences" for some 600 Lutheran 
churches in the Province of Natal, a Lutheran World Federation official 

said here. 


South Africa's Department of Bantu Administration and Development has said 
that more than 2,000,000 Africans in Natal will have to be resettled and re- 
housed in the next 5 to 10 years. 


A story in The Natal Mercury termed the programme urgently needed "to pro- 
vide new centres of employment for hundreds of thousands of workless Africans, 
squatters and labour tenants on white farms, to clear black spot slums, and 
to...rehabilitate the impoverished and eroded rural areas". 


Dr. Carl-Johan Hellberg, director of the LWF Department of World Mission, 
said the reasons given for the programme are "open to question". 


"There are slums and many people are unemployed", he said, "but many others 
make a decent living and have homes and strong ties to the areas they now 
will have to leave. The real purpose is to separate Africans from whites." 


The government programme will seriously affect several mission farms, which 
have provided a means of existence to large numbers of Africans but are now 
designated white areas because they are owned by white mission organizations. 
The LWF official also expressed concern for the future of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, whose 95,000 members are nearly all 
Africans. 

EPS 


METHODIST OPPONENTS OF UNION 
THREATEN TO FORM NEW CHURCH 


London, (EPS) -- If Anglicans and Methodists in Great Britain vote in. July 
to unite, a new Methodist Evangelical Church will be formed, according to 
a letter sent out jointly last week by two organizations of Methodist 
dissenters. 


Signing the letter was Dr. C. Kingsley Barrett, chairman of the National 
Liaison Committee, and Dr. Leslie A. Newman, chairman of the Voice of 
Methodism Association. 


(The Methodist Conference and the Convocations of Canterbury and York are 
to decide simultaneously on July 7 whether to accept the unity proposal.) 


If the vote is "for", said the two Methodist dissidents, they will issue 

a statement setting out their position as to "doctrine, discipline and 

ecumenical policy and explaining how the new church...shall come into being". 
EPS 
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INDIA'S CHRISTIAN HOSPITALS 
TAKE FIRST STEP TO CO-OPERATION 


Bangalore, India, (EPS) -- A co-ordinating Board for Christian Health Services 
in India with a full+time secretary and a board of seven persons was recom- 
mended by 25 representatives of Roman Catholic and Protestant churches who 
met here January 12-17. 


Attending the Health Planning Conference called by the World Council of 
Churches' Christian Medical Commission were persons engaged in Christian 
medical work in India, particularly church-related hospitals. Mr. James 
McGilvray and Dr. J.H. Hellberg of the CMC staff were responsible for 
conference arrangements. 


The consultation called for a moratorium on construction of new hospitals, 
the employment of an indigenous leadership in church and mission-related 
hospitals within five years, amalgamation of hospitals when funds are not 
available to continue independent operation, training programmes for 
hospital. personnel. 


It was suggested that Christian hospitals operating in India become "more 
community minded". 


"This is in contrast to building a wall around our compound and waiting 
for people to fall ill and come to us for repair", said a statement drawn 
up by the conference. 


A high priority should be given to those institutions "which lend themselves 
to integration in community health services", it was stated. Community 
health care was defined to include assistance on problems of over-population, 
malnutrition, tuberculosis, leprosy, sanitation, and clean water supply. 


One critical observer said that Christian medical work in India as a whole 
appears to be “an unplanned, unco-ordinated operation, without clear 
objectives, trying unrealistically to meet needs which have not been 
properly assessed, in the face of a severe limitation of resources". 


To help in future planning, the conference suggested - subject to approval 
of higher authorities - establishment of an office in Delhi with a highly 
qualified physician with administrative experience as full-time secretary. 
He would be assisted by a staff and guided by a board. 


One member of the board would be appointed by the National Christian Council, 
one by the Catholic Bishops' Conference and a third by the Christian Medical 
Commission. These three would name four more persons, one of whom might be 
in government service. The board would be financed initially by a grant, but 
eventually by membership fees of the hospitals and dispensaries. 


The Rev. James S. Tong, S.J., executive director of the Catholic Hospital 
Association, and Mr. Thomas Rooney, administrator of Holy Family Hospital, 
New Delhi, were asked to serve as joint temporary secretaries. 


One immediate function of the board would be to screen health-related 
applications going to funding agencies. Projects would be judged on the 
basis of principles set forth by the board with the assistance of regional 
advisers and a panel of experts. 

EPS 
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ORTHODOX THEOLOGIAN LOOKS FORWARD 
TO ROMAN CATHOLICS JOINING WCC 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A leading Greek Orthodox ecumenist has said he would wel- 
come "with real enthusiasm" Roman Catholic membership in the World Council 
of Churches. 


"T would regard this as a positive step towards the rediscovery of the Una 
Sancta", wrote Prof. Hamilcar S. Alivisatos, president of the Academy of 
Athens and a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


In an article in the January 1969 issue of the Ecumenical Review, published 
here by the WCC, Dr. Alivisatos gave several reasons for his attitude. 


Noting that co-operation between the Orthodox Church and the WCC had led 
Protestant theologians to a better understanding of the ecclesiology, holy 
tradition and worship of the Orthodox Church, because they had been explained 
by Orthodox theologians themselves, he said, "It is evident that organic co- 
operation between the Roman Church and the WCC would have similar, and even 
more effective, results". 


The WCC would lose its pan-Protestant character, he said, but gain in its 
real ecumenical aim, namely the reunion of the divided Christian churches. 


He also looked for a strengthening of the Protestant/Catholic dialogue, 
"which until now had to be carried on (even if inadequately) by the Orthodox 
Church alone". 


The Greek Orthodox theologian said that he did not share the fear that the 
common Western way of thinking shared by Roman Catholics and Protestants, 

and their common heritage of Scholastic theology, may tend to isolate the 

Orthodox Church in a new way. 


"T do not think any such danger exists", he said, "not only because of the 
presence of a genuine ecumenical spirit, but also because of the deep ties 
between the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox Church, especially in the fields 
of ecclesiology, tradition and worship". 

EPS 


FIRST FLIGHTS TO BIAFRA FROM DAHOMEY 


Cotonou, Dahomey, (EPS) -- Four planes operating for the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross have made flights from Cotonou and landed cargoes of 
food and medical supplies at the Biafran airport of Uli. Beginning February 1, 
a fleet composed of one Transall, two DC 6s and a DC 7 had made four flights 
by February 4. The flights to Biafra, skirting most of Federal Nigeria, are 
almost twice as long as those formerly conducted from Fernando Po. For this 
reason Mr. August Lindt, Red Cross relief commissioner for Nigeria, has opened 
fresh talks with Equatorial Guinea to see whether mercy flights from Fernando 
Po might be resumed. The Red Cross suspended these flights last month when 
Equatorial Guinea imposed restrictions unacceptable to the ICRC. 


Church-related flights from Sao Tome have continued uninterrupted. 
EPS 
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THREE CHRISTIAN STUDENT GROUPS 
IN SWEDEN ARE UNITED 


Stockholm, (EPS) -- Lutheran, Free Church and Roman Catholic student move- 
ments in Sweden have formed a federation known as the Christian Student 
Movements of Sweden (KRISS). The action took place at Rdttvik the week 

of January 8. 


Only the Evangelical Student Movement, composed of conservative Lutherans 
decided not to participate. 

| 
A growing university population and the need for more dialogue with non- 
Christian groups and a more clearly differentiated student work were given 
as reasons for the movement's formation, according to the January 17 issue 
of Svensk Veckotidning. 


In addition to more effective evangelism in the universities and colleges, 
the new Christian movement is expected to make student opinion known both 
on church-related questions and in general debate. 


Among the resolutions passed by the new federation was one expressing solid- 
arity with the national liberation movement in Mozambique, FRELIMO (see 
page 6). It called on Swedish companies to discontinue support of the Cabora 
Bassa power plant, saying it "aids white racism and violates the UN blockade 
against Rhodesia". The second resolution asked the Swedish Government to 
grant political asylum to 200 U.S. deserters and to treat them like other 
refugees. 

EPS 


BRITISH YOUTH DRAMATIZE 
THIRD WORLD'S NEEDS 


London, (EPS) -- Youth in Great Britain have found very practical ways of 
dramatizing the need for economic aid to the developing nations. 


As a climax to the recent Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, some 350 people 
fasted over the weekend of January 24-26 - many for 40 hours. Politicians 
and church leaders were among the participants, and a closing service was 
held in Trafalgar Square. 


Aim of the demonstration was to draw government and public attention to the 
urgent need for more radical remedies to the problem of world poverty. Money 
resulting from the fast was given to overseas development projects of Christian 
Aid, the relief agency of the British Council of Churches. 


The Anglican Young People's Association of Great Britain is planning a special 
project during Lent to inform people about the needs of the "Third World". 
Problems of social injustice, poverty, political oppression and world trade 
will be the focus of a special Lenten course prepared for branch use. 


It is hoped that £5,000 will be raised during the week of March 22-30 through 
a series of sponsored walks. This will be divided four ways: £1,250 for 
Christian Aid to buy a Land Rover for use on a youth-farm agricultural train- 
ing scheme in Lesotho and like amounts to Shelter. to a school in Norongo, 
North Ghana, and for developing the association's work in British parishes. 
EPS 
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COURTS NOT COMPETENT TO RULE 
ON DOCTRINE, HIGH COURT HOLDS 


Washington, D.C., (EPS) -- U.S. courts may not decide whether a religious 
body has departed from its beliefs, the Supreme Court of the United States 
ruled here. The Court's unanimous decision held that civil’ courts are not 
competent to determine whether a denomination has embraced innovations vio- 
lating church dogmas. 


It overruled decisions of lower courts in Georgia which awarded church 
property to breakaway congregations following their charge that the Presby- 
terian Church U.S. (Southern) had departed substantially from tenets of 
belief in force when they aligned themselves with the denomination. 


Presiding Bishop John E. Hines of the Episcopal Church had filed a brief 
as "a friend of the Court". He said the history behind property rights 
pertaining to his Church could throw light on the case emanating from Georgia. 


Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., who wrote the Court's opinion, ‘said the 
Georgia courts had breached the constitutional principle of church-state 
separation by permitting a jury - which, it) was noted, was dominated by 
Baptists and contained no Presbyterians - to rule that the Southern Presby- 
terian denomination had violated its traditional tenets and beliefs. In- 
volved were two local congregations in Savannah - Eastern Heights and Hull 
Memorial. ) 
EPS 


STUDY OF SALVATION, ECUMENICAL 
FRIENDSHIP SOUGHT BY PRESBYTERIANS 


Nashville, Tennessee, (EPS) -- The Board of World Missions of the Presby- 

terian Church U.S. (Southern), meeting here January 21-22, voted to ask the 
General Assembly to authorize a study of "salvation, so that Christians can 
better understand the meaning of this key biblical word for mission today". 


A second recommendation calls for "openness and friendship" towards all 
member churches of the World Council of Churches, especially Eastern Ortho- 
dox and Pentecostal churches, in all the overseas mission work of the church. 
"Openness and friendship to churches that are not members, especially con- 
servative evangelical churches and the Roman Catholic Church" was also 
suggested so that Christian unity may be more evident to non-Christians. 


Such unity, the recommendation continues, "will further the proclamation to 
the whole world of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the end that all men may 
believe in Him and be saved". 

EPS 


GREEK CHURCH STARTS OFFICE FOR MIGRANTS 


Athens, (EPS) -- Archimandrite Timotheos Kontomerkos, former head of a Greek 
Orthodox parish in Frankfurt, has been put in charge of a new service to 
assist Greek migrants established by Archbishop Hieronymos. It will help 
them receive appropriate training for re-integration into Greek society 
upon their return home. sa 

EPS 
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EUROPEAN CHURCHES WILL 
STUDY DIACONAL MINISTRY 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The working group recently formed by the Conference of 
European Churches to deal with: the subject of "'The Churches’ Ministry ‘to 
Society" will hold its first meeting in Budapest February 14-16. Participants 
from Eastern and Western Europe will lay the basis for extensive studies 

to help the churches realize the meaning of Diakonia today. 


The convenor is Oberkirchenrat Ulrich von Brtick (of Dresden). Participants 
are expected from Great Britain, Western Germany, Switzerland, Norway, 
Holland, France, the DDR, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Romania and 
the USSR. Pastor Bengt-Thure Molander, secretary of the WCC Diakonia Desk, 
will be a consultant. 

EPS 


METHODISTS FORM EUROPEAN 
YOUTH WORK COMMISSION 


Timmendorfer Strand, Germany, (EPS) -- A Joint Commission for European Youth 
Work was established by Methodists attending a meeting here in early January. 
Bishop C.E. Sommer of Frankfurt-am-Main presided. 


Members of the commission include churches in Scandinavia, Great Britain, 
Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia 
and Poland. | ry 


The commission is charged to plan multi-lateral international projects such 
as youth-exchange programmes, seminars and training courses. The Diaconal 
Youth Work already existing between Great Britain and Western Germany 
is to be extended. At present 63 young volunteers work in hospitals and 
homes for old people. 

EPS 


CHINESE BISHOP DIES 


Washington, D.C., (EPS) -- News has just + been received of the death of 

Bishop. W.¥. Chen, 70, the last: Methodist bishop to serve in the People's Demo- 
cratic) Republic of China.» Word of Chen's death came from China to his 
daughter, Mrs. H.P. (Han-Sing) Chen Liao, who lives in Glen Burnie, 

Maryland. 


Elected a vice-chairman of the International Missionary Council in 1947, 
Bishop Chen was a member of the committee which early sought to negotiate 
the. union of the IMC and the World Council of Churches. 


In 1941 he was elected a bishop of ‘the Methodist: Church and assigned ‘to 
Chungking. -At the request of ‘the then President ‘Chiang Kai-Shek, he 
helped organize China's Youth:Corps.» In 1944 he brought a message to U.S. 
churches from the Generalissimo inviting them to send missionaries to 
post-war China as partners in reconstruction. | 
| . EPS 
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U.S. PRESIDENT MUST RECOGNIZE RELIGIOUS 
PLURALISM, DR. POLING ASSERTS 


New York, (EPS) -- The president of the Christian Herald magazine, the 
Rev. David Poling, has expressed uneasiness about the religious aspects 
of President Nixon's inauguration. 


"This is a very pluralistic country", said Mr. Poling, and in choosing 
participants of "what is frankly a political experience" one should be 
"very careful" not to make it a "sectarian experience". 


Mr. Poling expressed the belief that the President was returning to the 
practice of the 1930s or 1940s when the head of state was in contact with 
just one or two "favourite clergymen". The clergymen close to President 
Nixon are ones he knows personally, said Dr. Poling, "but I don't know 

that (they) necessarily represent the broadness and depth of American life". 


President Nixon was advised to pick those close to minority groups and in 
touch with the universities. Men such as Dr. Robert McAfee Brown of Stan- 
ford University, a United Presbyterian delegate to the WCC's Uppsala Assembly, 
and the Rev. William Sloane Coffin Jr., another Presbyterian who is Yale 
University Chaplain, were suggested by Dr. Poling ‘'because their somewhat 
radical stands are not considered in good standing with the political esta- 
blishment...I£ you are going to bring America together, what better place 

to do it but on the turbulent political scene". ; 


President Nixon observed his first Sunday in the White House at a service 
in the East Room January 26 at which Evangelist Billy Graham delivered 
the sermon. The President, a Quaker, has said he will attend private 
services rather than worship at various Washington churches as other 
Presidents have done. 

EPS 


STOP PRESS 


FIRST ANGLICAN VOTE SHOWS 652 
OF CLERGY FOR UNITY SCHEME 


London, (EPS) -- The votes taken in the 43. diocesan conferences of the 
Church of England show that 77% of the laity but only 65% of the clergy 
are in favour of inaugurating the first stage of the Anglican/Methodist 
unity scheme. When the final decision is taken at the Convocations of 
Canterbury and York in July, an overall majority of 75% of the clergy will 
be needed if the scheme is to be approved. 


Asked whether or not they approved of the Service of Reconciliation by 
which it is proposed to inaugurate inter-communion, only 57% of the clergy 
and 63% of the laity said "yes". An official spokesman said February 6 
that since the Service of Reconciliation presents difficulties to many 
Anglicans, the clergy vote on this question might indicate whether or not 
the Convocations in July would obtain the necessary 75% majority. 


Opinion varies widely from one diocese to another. Some 72% of the clergy 
in Canterbury approve the Service of Reconciliation, compared with only 
40% in Liverpool. 

EPS 
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NEW OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 
DIVISION OF INTER-CHURCH AID 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Hans Thimme, president of the Evangelical Church of 
Westphalia, has been elected chairman of the Division of Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. 


The election, which took place at the recent WCC Executive Committee in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, was announced here February 11 by the director of the 
division, Mrs. Charlotte Browne-Mayers. 


Named vice-chairman of the division was Mr. Charles Sherman, an Episcopalian 
from Liberia. Co-vice-chairmen are Mr. James MacCracken, Presbyterian of 
New York City; the Rev. Albert Nicolas of Paris, Reformed Church of France; 
and Yap Thian Hien of Indonesia, member of the Geredja Christian Church. 


“Dr. Thimme has had considerable ecumenical experience through membership 

on the Working Committee of the Division of Ecumenical Action (1961-68) and 
as chairman of the Working Committee for the Department on the Co-operation 
-of Men and Women in Church, Family and Society. He attended the last three 
_assemblies of the World Council of Churches and was also a delegate to the 
“Mexico City meeting of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


In April 1968 Dr. Thimme was among the group of economists, international 
affairs experts and top churchmen invited to the Beirut Conference on 
World Co-operation for Development sponsored by the World Council and the 
Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace. 


Prior to his recent election as president of the Westphalia Church, Dr. 
Thimme had served as the church's theological vice-president since 1960. 
Ordained by the Dahlem Synod of the "Confessing Church" in Germany in 1935, 
he worked as a parish minister, as director of a preachers’ seminar and 
from 1957 to 1960 held the office of Oberkirchenrat. 


As chairman of the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service, 
Dr. Thimme will preside over the largest administrative unit of the WCC 
through which member churches and their agencies transmit approximately 
“$13,000,000 annually. The division's service programme alone is expected 
to total $1,745,500 for 1969, covering resettlement and integration of 
refugees, scholarships, ecumenical work camps and service teams, and aid 
to migrant workers. : 


At the Uppsala Assembly the Divisional Committee's membership was increased 
by 10 members to a total of 25 in order to cover all six continents. At the 
same time the division was asked to review its traditional ways of work, 
especially with reference to the new priority given to international develop- 
ment.: The Executive Committee at Tulsa asked the division to appoint an 
Advisory Committee on Technical Services (ACTS) to assist with development 
work. 


Mrs. Browne-Mayers will confer with Dr. Thimme on new plans for the divi- 
sion when they meet in Germany February 18. 
EPS 
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EKD COUNCIL APPOINTS COMMITTEES FOR 
"CHURCH DEVELOPMENT SERVICE" 


Hanover, (EPS) -- The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has formed two 
bodies to take responsibility in the field of economic development. 


The Council of the EKD at a meeting January 29-31 constituted a Commission 
for Church Development Service to advise EKD organizations on questions 
related to the churches’ responsibility for and participation in social 
justice in the world and also to work out proposals for practical develop- 
ment contributions of church bodies. 


Dr. Hans Thimme of Bielefeld, president of the Evangelical Church of 


Westphalia, was named chairman of the Commission composed of well-known 
churchmen and theologians and persons active in politics, science and society. 


The Council also named a Committee on Church Resources for Development 
Service to administer the funds given in response to the suggestion made 
at the regional meeting (West) of the EKD Synod last October in Berlin- 
Spandau (EPS No. 38, 1968). 


Chairman of the committee is Vice President Dr. Rudolf Weeber of Stuttgart, 
a member of the Council of the EKD. 


A co-ordination committee including all agencies involved in church develop- 
-oment service of the EKD will ensure the most effective use of all available 
resources. 


According to a communiqué issued by the Chancellery of the EKD, a close 
working relationship will be sought with ecumenical agencies and organiza- 
tions working in this area. 

EPS 


METROPOLITAN NIKODIM SEES U THANT 


United Nations, New York, (EPS) -- Metropolitan Nikodim, director of the 
Department of External Church Affairs of the Russian Orthodox Church, met 
privately with UN Secretary General U Thant during a visit to New York last 
week. The topics of their 20-minute private conversation were not disclosed. 


Earlier the Metropolitan of Leningrad and Novgorod told a press conference 
that a "misunderstanding" existed in many countries about the treatment 
of Jews in the USSR. 


Metropolitan Nikodim rejected the accusations by American Jewish leaders 
that Jews were not allowed to practice their religion in Russia. Three 
Synagogues are functioning in Moscow, he said, and another, one of the best 
in Europe, in Leningrad. 


The Russian prelate was on the final stage of a three-week stay in the U.S. 
during which he had attended the WCC Executive Committee in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
and visited churches in Memphis, Tennessee and Chicago. 

EPS 
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ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE FOCUSES 
ON ALTERNATIVES TO WAR 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Several courses on peace are highlights of the spring and 
summer schedule at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near Geneva. 


"Christian Responsibility for Peace in a Revolutionary World" is the theme 
of a course for ministers, priests and missionaries set for May 28 -June 11. 
"Beyond Pacifism?" is the title of a laymen's course July 11-21. Both have 
places still available. 


Specialists in international law, representatives of war and peace research 
institutes, peace movements and Christian social ethicists will be invited 
to a consultation on "Alternatives to War" scheduled for the latter part» of 
June. This is» one of a series of consultations on reconciliation which’ are 
a regular part of the Bossey programme. 


A course —_ theological students is being offered on the menrtr of "Re- 
surrection" July 25 - August 13, and registration is open. 


Several other consultations with invited participants will deal with such 
subjects as "Industrial Democracy in a Technocratic Age", "Man, the Steward 
of Power", "Freedom and Social Structure in the Light of the Gospel", and 
"Ecclesiastical Decisions: A Test Case for the Ecumenical Movement". 


The course for ministers and missionaries will centre on the relationship: of 
Christians to the State and society in regard to peace. After discussing 
such current issues as student protests, selective conscientious objection 
and. preparations for bacteriological and chemical warfare, the students will 
seek concrete ways "in which to. act responsibly for peace". 


EPS 
BISHOPS ASK AGREEMENTS 
BANNING GERM WARFARE 
London, (EPS) -- Two Anglican bishops have raised a question in the House 


of Lords as to whether the results of investigations at Britain's Microbio- 
logical Research Centre at Porton are communicated to other countries which 
have not signed the Geneva Convention. 


The Bishop of St. Albans, Dr. Michael Gresford Jones, was supported by the 
Bishop of Norwich, Dr. Launcelot Fleming, in a House of Lords debate on 
chemical and biological warfare on February 5. 


Dr. Jones asked what positive steps the government were taking to produce 
international agreements banning germ warfare, whether some system of inter- 
national inspection was wholly impracticable, and whether the government 
planned to increase or reduce financial provision for Porton. 


Dr. Fleming stated that while defence was the government's responsibility, 
the weapons and strategies adopted were the moral responsibilities of all. 


(more) 
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Some of the forms of biological and chemical warfare belong to the same 
dimensions as nuclear warfare, said Dr. Fleming. "...the science and skill 
of the chemists and biologists have made possible the wholesale devastation 
of crops and herds, of men, women and children. In this kind of warfare 

it will be possible not only to kill and maim the human body, but to 
neutralize, devitalize and otherwise warp the human mind and spirit. More- 
over the consequences of such an attack could be suffered by many generations. 


EPS 
BOSSEY SEMINAR ON ORTHODOX WORSHIP 
INCLUDES SERVICES IN PARIS 
Geneva, (EPS) -- A seminar on Orthodox worship and theology for the benefit 


of non-Orthodox pastors, priests and theological students is being offered 
by the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near here March 30 - April 13, 
in co-operation with the Orthodox Institute of St. Sergius in Paris. 
Participants will not only hear lectures on Orthodox liturgy but will have 
an opportunity to attend services in Paris during Holy Week at the church 
attached to St. Sergius. 


"The Eastern churches are still largely unknown in the West", said Prof. 
Nikos Nissiotis, director of the Ecumenical Institute and of the seminar. 
"Unless this changes, the ecumenical movement will remain largely a Western 
movement that cannot claim to be truly ecumenical". 


Lecturers in addition to Professor Nissiotis will include the following: 
Bishop Alexis (van der Mensbrugghe), Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate in 
Paris; Cyrillos Argentis (Marseilles) of the Ecumenical Patriarchate; 
Father Boris Bobrinskoy of St. Sergius Institute; and Dr. John Zizioulas, 
Greek Orthodox who is assistant secretary of the WCC Faith and Order Secre- 
tariat in Geneva. 

EPS 


METHODIST CONFERENCES TO VOTE 
ON CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA 


New York, (EPS) -- Methodists in India will decide this year whether to 
enter the proposed Church of North India (CNI). 


Voting will be done in the 11 annual conferences of the Methodist Church 

in Southern Asia when they hold their 1969 sessions. A two-thirds majority 
of the votes cast in the conferences is necessary to send the 600,000-member 
Methodist Church into the CNI. Scheduled to come into being in 1970, the 
CNI would comprise seven denominations including Anglican, Presbyterian, 
Congregational and others. 


The Plan of Union (Fourth Edition) was commended to the annual conferences 

by the Southern Asia (India) Central Conference of the United Methodist 

Church at its quadrennial session December 30 - January 6 in Bangalore. 
EPS 
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FRENCH REFORMED/LUTHERAN UNION IN SIGHT 


Paris, (EPS) -- May 1 may be a memorable date in the history of French 
Protestantism, said the Rev. Jacques Maury, president of the National 
Council of the Reformed Church of France. 


That is the date on which representatives from four out of the six churches 
in the French Protestant Federation meet to modify the proposed union scheme 
in the light of comments made by their different synods. The modified 
version of the scheme will be presented in June to the authorities of the 
churches concerned. 


Churches involved are the French Reformed, Reformed Church of Alsace and 
Lorraine, the Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine, 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of France. 


Pastor Maury said the “doctrinal quarrel" between Lutherans and Reformed 
Christians is no longer important. Today the differences between them are 
more psychological and sociological. There is also the problem of structure, 
especially as concerns the churches of Alsace and Lorraine, which retain 

the status conferred by the Concordat. 


At one point it had been hoped that all six churches in the federation would 
be able to form a United Protestant Church of France. But for the time being 
it appears that only the Lutheran and Reformed churches are interested in 
uniting. 

EPS 


ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR U.S. CHURCHES 
NEGOTIATING UNION IS PUBLISHED 


Princeton, New Jersey, (EPS) -- The Consultation on Church Union (USA). has 
published an Order of Worship written in contemporary English for congrega- 
tions of those churches “which have resolved, by God's help, to restore 
corporate union with one another". 


By no means a definitive service to be imposed upon the uniting churches, 
the order is "solely a means of assisting us towards the common goal of 
understanding and reconciliation". 


The printed booklet includes versions of the Lord's Prayer, Apostles' and 
Nicene Creeds agreed upon by the consultation, the Inter-Lutheran Commission 
on Worship, and the International Committee on English in Liturgy of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


"The whole service represents an attempt to be faithful to the traditions 
of the participating churches, but also seeks new forms of worship", said 
Dr. Paul A. Crow, Jr., secretary of the consultation. 


Drafter of the basic text was the Rev. Dr. Massey H. Shepherd Jr., professor 
at Church Divinity School of the Pacific. 
EPS 
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SUDAN GOVERNMENT AIDS TRAINING 
OF TEACHERS OF RELIGION 


Khartoum, (EPS) -- Fifteen Roman Catholic and 15 Protestant teachers in 


elementary schools are taking a one-year course in the teaching of religion, 
which concludes next month. 


Under an arrangement with the Ministry of Education, the teachers were 
released from regular duties but continued to receive their salaries and 
books for the course from the state. The churches met other expenses. 


The programme was suggested by the Sudan Council of Churches in 1968. 
Protestants taught the course for Protestant teachers, which’ included 
Christian doctrine, Bible history, liturgy and music. A three-week course 
in Christian drama was given jointly. 


Those who have successfully completed the course will receive a certificate 
qualifying them to teach religion in elementary classes according to a 
syllabus adopted by the Ministry. Drawn up in consultation with the churches, 
the syllabus comes into effect during the 1969-70 school year. Religion 

is now a compulsory subject in the schools. 


The programme has been welcomed as a sign of improved relations between 
Church and State. 
EPS 


UNITED CHURCH UNIT BACKS 
AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 


Milwaukee, (EPS) -- Support for the "legitimate claims" of the liberation 
movements in Angola, Mozambique and Portuguese Guinea was voiced here by 
the Council for Christian Social Action of the United Church of Christ. (USA). 


A council resolution asked the U.S. Government to embargo arms shipments 
to Portugal and give up its use of Portuguese bases as a protest against 
that country's colonialism and racist policies. 


The resolution pointed out that the United Nations "has repeatedly condemned 
Portuguese colonialism" and "judged those colonies to have the right of 
self-determination", a right Portugal has. refused. 


In another action, the council complimented the U.S. for "humanitarian 
concern" in supplying food and. planes for transportation of relief supplies 
to Biafra. 

EPS 


WINFRED GARRISON, WRITER AND TEACHER, DIES 


Houston, Texas, (EPS) -- Dr. Winfred Ernest Garrison, 94, educator and 
author, died here February 6. A minister of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ), Dr. Garrison was a consultant at the First Assembly of the WCC 
at Amsterdam and at the Lund Conference on Faith and Order in 1952. He 
taught at the University of Chicago, Disciples Divinity House and the Uni- 
versity of Houston. Author of 40 books, he remained a contributing editor 


of the Christian Century until his death. 
EPS 
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INDONESIA'S MINISTER OF RELIGION 
DISCUSSES RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE 


Djakarta, Indonesia, (EPS) --' Indonesia's Minister of Religious Affairs, 

Mr. Mohamad Dachlan, assured a delegation of Christian leaders that churches, 
mosques and temples, like factories and power plants, contribute to the 
nation's development. 


A delegation from the East Asia Christian Conference called on Mr. Dachlan 
recently to discuss religious tolerance, following newspaper accounts of 
incidents between Moslems and Christians in certain parts of the country. 


The minister invited members of the delegation from predominantly Moslem 
nations to share experiences of inter-faith co-operation in their countries. 
Bishop Chandu Ray of West Pakistan said Christians heard with joy the news 
that the Moslem President of Pakistan had donated five acres of land for 
construction of a Christian chapel in the new capital, Islamabad. 


The EACC delegation calling on Mr. Dachlan included: Chairman D.T. Niles; 
the two general secretaries, U Kyaw Than and Mr. Mathew Ogawa; youth 
secretary Larry Cheah, and Bishop Ray.. They were accompanied by the Rev. 
Daisuke Kitagawa, staff member of the World Council of Churches, and 
Dr. Soritua Nababan, general secretary of the Council of Churches in 
Indonesia. 

EPS 


EACC NAMES SECRETARY FOR INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE 


Bangkok, (EPS) -- The beginning of a dialogue between Christians and 

Buddhists was foreshadowed with the appointment of the Rev. C. Murray 
Rogers, an Anglican priest, as secretary for inter-faith dialogue for 
the East Asia Christian Conference. 


Father Rogers conferred with Mr. Prok Amaranand, head of the Young Buddhist 
Association, during a visit to Bangkok following his appointment. The 
latter reported on the educational, social and religious activity of a 
growing number of Buddhist youth in Thailand today. Father Rogers was able 
to tell him of the beginnings of Hindu-Christian dialogue in India. 


Appointed by the EACC Working Committee when it met early this month in 
Indonesia, Father Rogers is now at Jyotiniketan Ashram, a Christian 
community in India on the pattern of ancient Hindu monasticism. Here 
regular meetings are held with Hindus and Christians, both Protestant and 
Catholic, and experiments are conducted in liturgy and new prayer services 
for use in the modern world. 


While in Bangkok Father Rogers also spoke with Father Verdiere, a Roman 
Catholic associated with the meeting of Christian monks held here last 
December. 


"In the matter of inter-religious dialogue", said Father Rogers, “it be- 
comes clear that close contact between Christians is essential if we are 
not to duplicate effort". : 

- EPS 
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STUDENT STRUGGLE IS CHRISTIAN CONCERN, 
JAPAN CHURCH PAPER HOLDS 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- ''The university struggle" is Japan's major social problem, 
according to an editorial in the January 18 issue of Kyodan Shimpo, the 
official newspaper of the United Church of Christ in Japan. 


The struggle has two characteristics, according to the editorial. It has 
much. in common with similar demonstrations in Europe and America, and un- 
like previous revolutionary social movements on behalf of oppressed 
peoples, it is carried out by students who today represent a more or less 
privileged class. | 


Noting that the immediate causes of the struggles differ from country to 
country, ‘they have in common the fact that they represent resistance to 
existing institutions", says the editorial. 


These institutions are often spoken of as structures, "but behind this lies 
the criticism that the university too is a link in the modern government- 
society structure", says the Kyodan Shimpo. "The students’ criticism of 
the irresponsible structure of the universities is one expression of social 
criticism". 


The churches need to understand the problems students are confronting, take 
their solution seriously, "suffer and walk with them", it is maintained, 
for the student group has traditionally been a major part of the foundation 
of the Japanese church. The students are expressing a desire to live as 
human beings. "Wasn't the Church established precisely because of this 
desire?" the editorial asks. 

EPS 


JAPANESE CHURCHMEN VISIT RUSSIA 


Moscow, (EPS) -- A six-man delegation from the National Christian Council 
of Japan have concluded a visit to the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 


The group went to Zagorsk, Leningrad, Riga and Pskov. In Zagorsk they 
were received by Patriarch Alexei of Moscow and All Russia. 


Members of the delegation were the Rev. Atsumi Tasaka, vice-president of 
the National Christian Council; the Rev. Atsushi Sasaki, director of the 
Publication Department; Prof. Takaavi Aikawa; and Pastors Sakao Funamoto, 
Takenori Eguchi and Shuiti Matsumura. 


During a visit to the Department for External Church Relations, the dele- 
gation discussed questions of common interest with the staff led by 
Metropolitan Nikodim. They also visited the "House of Friendship with 
Foreign Peoples" where they were greeted by Prof. K.M. Popov. 


Upon their return to Tokyo the chairman of the delegation, Mr. Tasaka, said 
they were "pleasantly surprised to discover the life and vitality of the 
Church" in Russia. "We witnessed evidence that the government respects the 
freedom of the church and the church does not interfere in the government." 
EPS 
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TWO SCOTTISH CHURCHES TO GET 
PROPOSAL FOR EXCHANGE 


Edinburgh, (EPS) -- A proposal that the Church of Scotland and the Epi- 
scopal Church in Scotland exchange representatives on church committees 
was made January 24 following a meeting of the panels appointed to seek 
a way towards unity. 


Now the proposal goes to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
in Edinburgh and the Church Council of the Episcopal Church in Inverness, 
both of which meet in May. 


If the suggestion is adopted, it is hoped that it might be extended to 

the courts of the two churches. This would mean that churches would work 
together at the local level and at the planning stage before any formal 
decisions were taken. 


The panels also discussed joint authorisation for ministries in areas of 
ecumenical experiment, such as Livingston New Town. 
EPS 


LUTHERAN/ JEWISH TALKS SET FOR U.S. 


New York, (EPS) -- A one-day Lutheran-Jewish consultation is scheduled for 

March 6 in New York. Sponsoring the conversation are the Division of Theo- 
logical Studies of the Lutheran Council in the USA and, the Inter-religious 

Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee. 


Theologians and scholars will discuss Christian and Jewish perspectives 
on two major themes: "Law and Grace" and "Election and the People of God". 


The talks are the first in this area initiated by the Lutheran Council's 
theological division. The two-year-old Council serves the Lutheran Church 
in America, the Lutheran Church-Missouri-Synod, American Lutheran Church 
and the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches. 


Lutheran dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox 
is under the auspices of the USA National Committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation. 


The new Council is completing arrangements for a theological conversation 
with the Episcopal Church. First session is set for October 14-16 in Detroit. 


Canadian Talks 


Meanwhile, Canadian Roman Catholics and Lutherans who met at Port Credit, 
Ontario the latter part of January declared their concern "to manifest the 
unity which Christ meant his Church to have". This means a common commit- 
ment to the mission of Jesus Christ and not organizational union, the group 
said. 


The immediate goal of the talks is "promotion of mutual understanding of 
doctrine (theological beliefs), removal of prejudice, and mutual under- 
standing of worship and piety". 

EPS 
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RHODESIAN CLERGYMAN GIVEN 
SIX-YEAR SENTENCE 


Salisbury, Rhodesia, (EPS) -- The Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, 48, a clergy- 
man of the United Church of Christ in Rhodesia, was given a six-year jail 
sentence in the High Court here following his conviction on a charge of 
incitement to murder Premier Ian Smith and two members of his cabinet 
(EPS No. 5). 


Mr. Michael May, counsel for Mr. Sithole, gave notice that he would lodge 
an appeal against the conviction and sentence. 


Mr. Sithole, leader of the banned Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU), 
denied being the author of a letter seeking to recruit three hired killers 
to assassinate Mr. Smith, Mr. Desmond Lardner-Burke and lir. Jack Howman. 
He termed the case against him a "frame-up" and added that someone was 
trying to incriminate him. 


Before being sentenced the defendant made a statement to the court in 
which he said, "I wish publicly to dissociate my name in thought, word or 
deed from any subversive activities, from any terrorist activities, and 
from any form of violence". 

EPS 


BETTER LATE THAN NEVER! 


Geneva, (EPS) -- When the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 
and the World Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches 
conducted a competition in 1947 on the subject "Christ and World Friendship", 
one of the 32 winners was a young man named R. Chlubna of Czechoslovakia. 
On January 31 of this year Mr. Chlubna, now living in Zurich, wrote the WCC 
Youth. Department that he had never been able to collect the 50 Swiss francs 
due him as a prize. Sure enough, the Finance Department's records bore him 
out, so on February 6 Mr. Andreas Schneider, head of finance and accounts, 
pladly forwarded to Mr. Chlubna the prize-money owing to him. 

EPS 


IN BRIEF 


Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, director of the Ecumenical Institute and an associate 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, has been elected a 
permanent professor of the philosophy of religion at the Theological Faculty 
of Athens University. For the past three years he has held a temporary 
appointment. 

RES 


+ 
+ 
+ 


CORRECTION: With reference to the Ecumenical Calendar (EPS No. 3), the 
June 3-6 Consultation on Youth and Unemployment is organized by the World 
Christian Youth Commission which includes not only the WCC Youth Department 
but also the YMCA, YWCA, World Student Christian Federation and World 
Council of Christian Education. The December 28 - January 3, 1970 World 
Christian Youth Seminar on Development is sponsored by 11 ecumenical and 
Roman Catholic youth organizations. 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


(396) An Indian from India became an honorary member of the Ponca Indian 
Tribe of Oklahoma when M.M. Thomas of Bangalore, India, chairman of the 

WCC Central Committee, was presented with the tribe's eagle feather headdress 
by the Rev. Thomas Roughface (right), a Methodist district superintendent. 
Mr. Thomas was christened Gah-hee-gah Dong-Gah (Big Chief). For Mr. Rough- 
face it was the fulfilment of a lifelong ambition. "I've always wanted to 
meet a real Indian", he told Mr. Thomas. 


Other members of the Executive Committee are: (397) Metropolitan Meliton 
of Chalcedon; (398) Dr. Richard von Weizsacker, Bonn, Germany; (399) Met- 
ropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad and Novgorod; (400) Dr. Jan Lochman, Prague, 
Czechoslovakia; (401) President Karl Gottschald, Sao Leopoldo, Brazil; | 
(402) Bishop E.S. Reed, Ottawa, Canada; (403) Archbishop Ruben. Josefson, 
Uppsala, Sweden; (404) Bishop K. Sarkissian, Antelias, Lebanon; (405) Miss 
Pauline Webb, London; (406) Bishop Oliver Tomkins, Bristol, England; 

(407) Dr. Jacques Rossel, Basle, Switzerland; (408) Mrs. Janet Wesonga, 
Mbale, Uganda; (409) Dr. Robert J. Marshall, Chicago, Illinois; (410) Mr. 
Juan Faune, Davao City, Philippines; (411) Gen. T.B. Simatupang, Djakarta, 
Indonesia; (412) Rev. Jean Bokeleale, Congo (Kinshasa); (413) Bishop Roy 
C. Nichols, New York; (414) Prof. T.°’Sabev, Sofia, Bulgaria. 


Back Page 


(415) The late Dr. Eduardo Mondlane, slain president of the Mozambique Libera- 
tion Front (FRELIMO), addressing 1966 World Conference on Church’ and Society 
in Geneva. (416) "Ecumenical Village" is housing project for Assyrian re- 
fugees recently completed in Zahle, Lebanon with WCC aid (EPS No. 4). 


(417) U.S. Senator George McGovern (right), who will chair WCC Consultation 
on Racism (EPS No. 5), shown with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael 
Ramsey, at 1968 Uppsala Assembly. © (418) President Tubman of Liberia con- 
gratulates Canon Burgess Carr (left), co-secretary of Africa Desk of the 
Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service, and two others 
named Grand Commanders in the’ Order of the Star of Africa. 


(419) The New Zealand National Council of Churches recently presented an 
award to Mr. H.C.J. Thompson (left), Assistant Secretary of Labour, for his 
significant contribution to the welfare of refugees. NCC President Rev. W. 
S. Dawson, presents the award, a reproduction of a statue in the refugee 
camp in Capua, Italy. (420) Doctor examines a mother in one of India's 
Christian hospitals which participated in recent WCC~sponsored Heabth Plan- 
ning Conference in Bangalore PEP oo NOT 2 ye 
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CONSULTATION OF MISSION EXECUTIVES 
CONSIDERS SALVATION TODAY 


New York, (EPS) -- The theological contribution to the rest of the world 
must be in a dynamic understanding of history, the idea that God is at 
work in history, and that the Church is a pilgrim people, the Rev. Philip 
Potter, associate general secretary of the World Council of Churches, told 
a consultation of U.S. mission executives here. 


Mr. Potter, director of the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, 
said that the experience of the North American churches was of special 
significance because the urban, technological society that exists there will 
soon exist in the rest of the world. 


The consultation, held February 12-13, was on the theme "Salvation Today". 
The meaning of salvation has been debated at all the great missionary con- 
ferences, Mr. Potter recalled. While widely used in the Christian tradition, 
its use is being questioned today. The word is important for the ecumenical 
movement since it brings all the churches into the conversation. 


Discussion at the consultation brought out the need for greater collaboration 
between executives of national and world mission work, as well’ as across 
denominational lines. 


"Salvation Today" is proposed as the theme for the next meeting of the Com- 
mission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, 
projected for 1971 or 1972. 


Four papers formed the focus of the New York discussions. They were pre- 
sented by Dr. J. Edward Carothers, United Methodist Church; Dr. Alford 
Carleton, United Church of Christ; the Rev. Rodger Talbot, Presbyterian 
Church in Canada; and the Rev. Daniel Little, United Presbyterian Church USA. 


Much of the discussion centred on the importance of institutional structures, 
both ecclesiastical and secular. Dr. Carothers termed mission "a commitment 
to the transformation of systems". ; : 


According to Mr. Little, the Church's involvement in development and the 
search for social justice are of critical importance because that is the 
context in which the major issues of human salvation are being defined. 


Mr. Potter stressed that behind the structures of society are human attitudes 
that need to be changed. And behind this is the issue of conversion in 
which men are transformed by the renewal of their minds. 


An informal committee of three was appointed to plan any follow-up of the 
consultation. It consists of Dr. David M. Stowe, associate general secre- 
tary of the National Council of Churches' Division of Overseas Ministries; 
Dr. Jon Regier, associate general secretary of the Division of Christian 
Life and Mission; and the Rev. Valdo Galland, secretary for mission and: 
service for the WCC's New York office. 

EPS 
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WCC LAUNCHES APPEAL 
FOR KOREAN DROUGHT VICTIMS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- An appeal for U.S.$30,000 to aid drought victims in Korea 
was launched this week’) by the World Council of Churches' Division of Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


Funds are sought from the division's inter-related agencies around the 
world to support 10 feeding centres in areas badly affected by drought. 
The centres would be provided and operated by Korean churches as part of a 
total government relief programme. 


The initial appeal is to cover the cost of food and maintenance for 100 
children over the next six months. 


The drought began during the summer of 1967 and has affected some nine 
_million people. "Bread for the World", a relief agency of the German 
churches, contributed U.S.$10,000 in December 1967 towards food distribution 
and prevention against disease. 


Recent reports reaching here indicate that 2,400,000 people’ (chiefly 
farmers) are facing emergency needs. 


The Korean Government operates a well-organized feeding programme, and the 
United States Government has increased its supply of surplus food to meet 
the emergency. 


The National Christian Council in Korea opted for the day-care centres for 
children to give mothers an opportunity to work and augment family income 
over the next few months when the effects of the drought will be most 
acutely felt. 

EPS 


ANGLICANS FREE CLERGY 
FROM REFORMATION VOW 


London, (EPS) -- The Church of England has decided to keep its 39 Articles of 
Religion dating from the Reformation, while no longer insisting that clergy- 
men must swear detailed acceptance of them at ordination. 


The future form of assent required from men taking holy orders will be much 
briefer and make no specific mention of the articles. 


Many Anglican clergymen had refused to subscribe to the 16th century articles 
in recent years, terming them irrelevant. 


The articles were pushed into the background by an overwhelming vote at the 
recent Church Assembly. Now the Convocations of Canterbury and York mst 
draft texts for submission to Parliament to turn the change into law. 


Lay members of the Church Assembly voted in favour of unity between the Church 
of England and the Methodist Church. However, only 55.9% of the House of 
Laity approved, whereas when laymen voted at their diocesan conferences a few 
weeks ago, 77% favoured inaugurating the first stage of the unity scheme. 

EPS 
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LATIN AMERICAN METHODISTS 
FORM REGIONAL COUNCIL 


Santiago, (EPS) -- Methodists in 10 Latin American countries formed a new 
regional body called the Council of Latin American Evangelical Methodist 
Churches (CIEMAL) at a meeting here January 27 - February 6. 


Purpose of the new body is to co-ordinate planning, strategy and programming, 
and to lend mutual support. 


The policy and work of CIEMAL will be determined by its General Assembly, © 
held every five years. Between assemblies, an 1l-member Directive Committee 
will carry out decisions. 


Three laymen were elected as officers of the first Directive Committee: 
chairman —Eduardo Gattinoni, Buenos Aires publisher; vice-chairman - 

Mrs. Celia Hernandez of Col del Valle, Mexico; secretary - Gerson Rodrigues, 
educator from Bauru, Brazil. 


The regional body embraces churches in seven countries which have hitherto 
comprised the Central Conference, plus autonomous churches of Mexico, Brazil 
and Cuba. The church in the Caribbean and the Americas was invited to join, 
and it is considered likely that it will accept. 


Fraternal ties will be maintained with the United Methodist Church in the USA. 


The constituting assembly drafted a "Message to the Methodist Churches of 
Latin America" which emphasized hope, the need for change, ecumenicity and 
the place of youth. 


On ecumenicity it said: "Our church has always felt very profoundly its 
ecumenical vocation; the theme of the unity of the church has always been 
fundamental to it. Without denying or forgetting our evangelical inheritance, 
of which we are very proud, we are desirous of all types of work that would 
re-unite all the Christians in our continent under the sole direction mys 

Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour" 


Two New Bishops 


The election of two new bishops took place during what may prove to be the 
last session of the Latin America Central Conference of the Methodist Church, 
which preceded the founding meeting of CIEMAL. The Rev. Federico Pagura, 45, 
professor and chaplain at Union Theological Seminary in Buenos Aires, will 
head Methodist work in Panama and Costa Rica. The Rev. Dr. Raymond A. Val- 
enzuela, 53, Christian educator: of Concepcion, was chosen to lead the new 
Methodist Church of Chile. 


Retiring were Bishop Sante U. Barbieri of the Buenos Aires Area, a bishop 
for 20 years and a former president of the World Council of Churches, and 
Bishop Pedro Zottele of the Santiago Area. The United Methodist Council of 
Bishops was asked to provide interim supervision for Bolivia, Peru, Uruguay 
and Argentina until they become autonomous churches. , 


Bishop Pagura is president of the Latin American Commission on Christian 
Education (CELADEC), a member of the Board of Managers of the World Council 


(more) 
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of Christian Education, and serves on the committee negotiating the union 
of WCCE and the World Council of Churches. 


Bishop Valenzuela, a former president of CELADEC, is co-editor with his wife 
of the "New Life in Christ" curriculum for use with semi-literates through- 
out Latin America, an indigenous project carried through with the counsel 

and support of the WCCE. A missionary to Chile, Bishop Valenzuela was for 

20 years general secretary of the Student Christian Movement, before becoming 
full-time director of curriculum for CELADEC. 


The new autonomous Methodist Church of Chile came into being during the 
Santiago meeting. Six other Latin American churches are scheduled to gain 
autonomy during the 1968-72 quadrennium. They are in Argentina, Bolivia, 
Peru, Panama, Costa Rica, and Uruguay. 

EPS 


GERMAN BISHOP URGES 
STUDY OF DEVELOPMENT NEEDS 


Liibeck, Germany, (EPS) -- The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) should 
commission as quickly as possible a crew of professionals to work out a 
study document on development, aid "which not only would inform us but. also 
would shake us to our senses". 


This was urged by the bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran. Church of. Liibeck, 
Dr. Heinrich Meyer, in the February issue of the Lutheran Monthly. 


The public's knowledge of the necessity of and problems in connection with 
development aid is “fragmentary, superficial, one-sided and loaded with 
prejudices", he wrote. 


Bishop Meyer is a member of the LWF Commission on World Mission and also 
serves on the governing committee for the federation's Community Develop- 
ment Liaison and Validation Service. 


What has been done up to now in the area of.''development.aid", he said, 
does not deserve this name because it served the development of specific 
industries and certain trades rather than the nations of.the Third World. 


The proposed study document must, the bishop continued, contain data 
regarding the distribution of wealth in north and south, analyse previous 
development assistance and name specifically urgent projects. It should 
give a response to the question of effective supervision which is not 
"colonial-imperialistic". 


Bishop Meyer suggested that the Church itself is well equipped for working 
out such a study document "because only the Church has the freedom,to see 
and examine the reality sensibly, to express uncomfortable truths and 
to be an advocate of liberty, too, particularly to the people of the Third 
World". 

42 EPS 
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Great. changes in the Arabic language itself, the discovery of the Dead. Sea. 
Scrolls, and developments in the study of ancient languages used. in. the 
Bible were given as reasons for needing a new translation. 


Hitherto several Arabic translations have been in circulation, including 
those made by Dr. Cornelius Van Dyck in 1865 and that of the Jesuit fathers 
in 1878. 


Discussed at the recent conference were all aspects of the translation pro- 
ject - technical, organizational and administrative. 


Among the 18 representatives who formed the Council of Church Delegates 
were the following: ; 


Orthodox Churches - Bishops I. Hazim and E. Saliba (Greek Orthodox); Bishop 
Gregorius Bahnam and Father S. Shamoun (Syrian Orthodox); Fathers A. Amin 
and I. Attiah (Coptic). Protestants - Bishop N. Cuba'in (Episcopal); 

Rev. I. Dagher (Synod of Syria-Lebanon); Dr. L. Mishriqi and Rev. S. Habib 
(Synod of Nile);° Rev. D. Haddad (Lutheran); Rev. F. Sakhnini (Baptist). 


Welcoming the group were Mr. F.E. Accad, executive of the Bible Societies 
in the Levant; Dr. A. Istafanous, executive in UAR; and Mr. Hugh Pilking- 
ton, co-ordinating secretary for the project. Dr. W.D. Reyburn served as 
chairman of the conference. 

(EPS 


WORLD» COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 
ON JOINT WORKING GROUP SET 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches this week announced its 
members for the enlarged Joint Working Group between the Council and the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


They are: the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake (joint chairman); Dr. Lukas 
Vischer, director of the WCC Faith and Order Secretariat; Father Vitaly 
Borovoy, Russian Orthodox; Dr. Edwin Espy, Baptist, general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches (USA); Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, Greek Orthodox, 
director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near here; Prof. Edmund 
Schlink, Lutheran, professor of systematic theology at Heidelberg; . Father 
Paul Verghese, Syrian Orthodox, principal of Syrian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary in Kerala, India; Dr. André Appel, Lutheran, general secretary 

of the Lutheran World Federation; Mrs. Liselotte Nold, Lutheran, Germany; 
Most Rev. Parthenios~Aris, Orthodox, metropolitan of Carthage, Libya; Canon 
David M. Paton, Anglican, secretary of the Missionary and Ecumenical Council 
of the Church of England; and Dr. José Miguez-Bonino, Methodist, president 
of Union Theological Seminary, Buenos Aires. 


The representatives of the Roman Catholic Church will be announced later. 


The first meeting of the enlarged group will be at Gwatt, Switzerland 
May 12-17. Topics for discussion are still to be announced. 


The Joint Working Group first met in 1965 at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey. 
EPS 
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CHRISTIANS MARK GANDHI DAY 


Madras, (EPS) -- Christians all over India observed January 30 as Gandhi 
Day. A number of groups used the special order of service prepared by 
the National Christian Council. 


A prayer included in that service gave thanks for "the life and work of 
one of the greatest sons" of India. Especially mentioned were his vision 
and courage, his faith and fearlessness. 


In Madras the "service of remembrance and thanksgiving" was conducted 
jointly by the Rt. Rev. Lesslie Newbigin, bishop of the Church of South 
India, and the Rt. Rev. Arulappa, Roman Catholic archbishop of Madras. 


Among the speakers was India's elder statesman, Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, who 
had been a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi. 


In New Delhi an Inter-Religious Prayer Meeting for Peace was held on the 
grounds of the YMCA Tourist Hostel. Responding to an invitation by the 
Rt. Rev. Philip Parmar, Anglican bishop of Delhi, and the Venerable V. 
Dharmawara, World Fellowship of Buddhists, were Hindus, Sikhs, Quakers, 
Buddhists, Jews, Jains, Bahais, Moslems, Zoroastrians and Christians. 


New Delhi was reminded that "the building of peace is continuously hampered 
by the incessant violations of human rights. The 20th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a good reminder that respect for 
human rights is more necessary now than ever before", said one speaker. 


"This is also Gandhi Centenary Year, which in itself is a mute appeal from 
the Father of the nation to give high priority to truth, and the rights of 
man, and to peace with justice and love." 


Gandhi's influence on the Church of India is evaluated in a new booklet 
entitled The Impact and the Challenge, just published by the Ecumenical 
Christian Centre in Bangalore. 

EPS 


INDIA'S PROTESTANTS/ROMAN CATHOLICS 
START INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 


Bombay, . (EPS) --.More than 40 Protestants and Roman Catholics. participated 
in an inter-religious dialogue convened here recently by the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, and the Roman 
Catholic Institute of Indian Culture, Bombay. 


Four workshops dealt with various aspects of dialogue, its basis and. purpose, 
as a concern of Christian theology, and as inter-personal communication. 


One unusual aspect of the consultation was the joint worship. The first day 
a Roman Catholic. priest. delivered the sermon when Holy Communion was cele- 
brated. according to the Church of South India rite. A Protestant preached 
during Roman Catholic mass the second day. The third day the group used a 
thoroughly indigenous version of. the Eucharist, including a Sanskrit chant. 
EPS 
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ITALIAN PAPERS CRITICIZE 
LATERAN AGREEMENTS 


Rome, (EPS) -- The 40th anniversary of the Lateran Pacts governing relations 
between the Vatican and Italy was marked by student demonstrations in Rome 
and Milan and pointed criticisms in several important secular papers. 


The moderate paper Messaggero began its comment with the sentence, "The 
Lateran Pacts are 40 years old today - and they show it". 


Strongest criticism came from the liberal journal La Stampa which attacked 
their authoritarian nature "born of the encounter between fascist totali- 
tarianism and a church not yet open to ecumenism and dialogue". 


It criticized "the conditions of privilege granted to the church, violating 
the equality of the citizens and equal liberty for all religions guaranteed 
by the constitution". 


The pacts, arranged by Pope Pius XI and Benito Mussolini, compensated the 
Vatican for papal lands seized by Italy in 1870. They also made Roman 
Catholicism the official state religion with instruction compulsory in all 
schools. .The most controversial clause subjects all marriage and family 
life in Italy to church law, and the government is forbidden to employ sus- 
pended priests. . 


Following. a meeting of the Italian bishops' national executive, a statement 
was issued on February 18 expressing the hope that the eventual revision of 
some parts of the Lateran Pacts would take place in an atmosphere of "deep 
reflection and reciprocal respect". It was the first time the bishops had 
officially accepted the possibility of such a revision. 

EPS 


POPE ENCOURAGES LOYALTY TO ROME 
IN ORTHODOX-ATTENDED SERVICE 


Rome, (EPS) -- Only in fellowship with the Apostolic See will the solution 

to religious problems be found, Pope Paul VI told Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
Christians last week. He spoke on the 1,100th anniversary of. the death. of 
St. Cyril, the “Apostle of the Slavs", who died in 869. 


The Pope's address was followed by a Mass in St. Peter's concelebrated by 
the Pope, Cardinal Beran, Cardinal Seper and 11 Slavic bishops. Among those 
present were delegations from the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, the Macedonian 
Church which split off from the Serbian Orthodox Church, and Archimandrite 
Genardios Zervos, vicar general of the Greek Orthodox Diocese of Austria, 
Italy and Switzerland. 


The teaching of St. Cyril, the Pope said, was guided by "the love of the 
Universal Church of Christ which includes all peoples under the direction of 
the Roman Pope". During the crisis that developed between the Church of 
Byzantium and the Apostolic See of Rome, St. Cyril, despite his Byzantine 
patriotism, "constantly expressed his allegiance to the primacy of the Roman 
Pope. In this respect St. Cyril could be taken as a model for today", the 
Pope said. EPS 
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CANADIAN LUTHERANS OPPOSE 
VATICAN RECOGNITION 


Winnipeg, (EPS) -- Twenty-eight Lutherans, meeting here February 12-13, 
passed a resolution at the third annual meeting of the Lutheran Council 
in Canada, saying: ».''The Lutheran Council of Canada reaffirms the long- 
standing opposition of Lutherans in Canada to the establishment of dip- 
lomatic relations between the Government of Canada and the Vatican State". 


Their opposition is not directed at the Roman Catholic Church but resists 
recognition of the seat of one religious organization, when no other such 
organization is similarly recognized, a ‘church spokesman said. 


The resolution will be sent to the Prime Minister and the Minister for 
External Affairs. 
EPS 


POWER AND ITS USE 
ENGAGES BRITISH YOUTH 


Swanick, England, (EPS) -- Representatives of the power structures of. local 
government, education and industry fielded questions addressed to them by 
80 young people at a recent. weekend conference sponsored by the British 
Council of Churches’ Youth Department. 


Also speaking on the theme "Power in Your Hands" was Miss Pauline Webb, 
director of lay training for the Methodist Church, who came directly to 
the conference from the WCC Executive Committee meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Miss Webb is vice-chairman of the Committee. 


During the weekend young people who had done voluntary service overseas or 
had been active in the radical Christian movement known’ as CHURCH were 
interviewed in front of the conference. 


Worship and Bible study were in the hands of the young people. Practical 
suggestions on how to initiate community development.in local. situations 
concluded the sessions. 

EPS 


YOUTH CLAIM VOICE AT DUTCH SYNOD 


The Hague, (EPS) -- Christian students in Holland have asked the Netherlands 
Reformed Church to admit three youth, observers. to future synod meetings, 
including a young worker, a university student, and a secondary school pupil. 
They should be granted the right to speak, says a letter sent on behalf of 
the principal students' organizations. 


Christian students severely criticized the way the church's Autumn Synod 
dealt with recommendations from Section III of the WCC's Uppsala Assembly. 
When only one was adopted, students said "it is necessary for the voice of 
youth to be heard in the Synod". 

EPS 
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PROJECT EQUALITY GETS 
CHURCH SUPPORT IN NEW JERSEY 


Newark, New Jersey, (EPS) -- Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders in the 
state of New Jersey have given their final approval for joint sponsorship 
of Project Equality, a co-operative effort for racial justice. 


Participating religious bodies will send commitment forms to business houses, 
asking their suppliers to pledge that they will maintain policies that 

promote equal employment, that steps will be taken to employ members of 
minority groups, and that the firm will participate with employment specialists 
in an effort to assess employment practices, if requested to do so. 


For several months a coalition has been meeting to consider starting Project 
Equality in New Jersey. Co-chairmen of the coalition were the Rev. Alexander 
Shaw, general secretary of the New Jersey Council of Churches, and Archbishop 
Thomas A. Boland of Newark. 


United Methodist Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Jr. has been appointed chairman 
of the personnel committee. 


Meanwhile in Chicago a group of 50 Seminarians Organized for Racial Justice 
disrupted a conference of 1,000 Christian educators sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches, protesting against lack of local support for Project 
Equality. A similar demonstration took place earlier at a dinner given by 
the Church Federation of Greater Chicago for its retiring executive director, 
Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler. 

EPS 


ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT THANKS 
CHURCHES. FOR REFUGEE AID 


Lusaka, (EPS) -- President Kenneth Kaunda has expressed appreciation for the 
churches’ contribution to Zambia's refugee resettlement programme. He asked 
the Rev. H.C. Christiansen, outgoing director of Zambia Christian Refugee 
Service, to convey thanks "to your people in Geneva and all the churches 
that contribute to your work". 


Some 15,000 refugees - mainly from Angola and Mozambique - are aided by the 
ZCRS programme, operated by the Lutheran World Federation on behalf of the 
World Council of Churches and in co-operation with the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, the Christian Council of Zambia and the government. 


Mr. Christiansen completed a two-year term on February 15 and returned to 
the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


New ZCRS director is Robert J. Hoyle, 29, Lutheran layman from the U.S. who 
has been with the service for the last year. Formerly he headed the LWF's 
material relief projects in Jerusalem and the West Bank of Jordan. 

EPS 
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Special Article 


TWELVE DAYS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


by Tatiana Athanasiadis 
WCC Staff Member 


The visit of World Council of Churches’ General) Secretary, Dr.) Eugene 
Carson Blake, to the Middle East from March 1-12 to promote ecumenical 
understanding with member churches and leaders of the Jewish and: Moslem 
faiths will be linked with visits to heads of states and government leaders. 


The 12-day visit to’ the United Arab Republic, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and 
Israel will be a "Listening tour" for the American-born general secretary. 
He will also seek through personal conversations with Leading churchmen 
to involve them further in the world-wide ecumenical fellowship of the 
Council. 


The present tour programme includes visits to the three Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem; Pope Kyrillos VI of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church; the Patriarch of the Syrian Orthodox Church, Mar 
Ignatius Yacob III; and the Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic Church 
(Cilicia), Khoren I. 


Dr. Blake will also meet leaders of the Protestant churches, both those 
belonging to the WCC ‘and non-member churches, as well as Catholics of the 
‘Latin and Oriental rites. 


Dr. Blake's talks with Jewish and Moslem leaders point "to a new emphasis 

by the World Council of Churches". Without confusing the religious positions, 
Dr. Blake said, "we are moving into a period in which dialogue and even 
co-operation between world religions is to be more and more sought by the 
World Council of Churches in the interest of justice and peace". 


Not only in the Middle East must we "try to encourage all groups of men 
who have ‘a sense of obedience to God to help each other in implementing 
this co-operation and dialogue", Dr. Blake said. 


Requests for dialogue and co-operation with leaders of the Jewish «and 
Moslem faiths have been repeatedly made to the World Council by Christians 
living in the Middle East in an attempt to overcome the theological and 
political prejudices that exist. 


The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches held in Sweden last 
July in a statement on the Middle East said, "It is the special respon- 
sibility of the World Council of Churches and of its member churches to 
discern ways in which religious factors affect the conflict". There is 
also a World Council study on "The Word of God and the Living Faiths of 
Men", This is an attempt at Council level to re-formulate traditional 
Christian thinking on the world's religions. 


The visit of the Council's general secretary to the Middle East has also 
the character of a peace-mission. Talks are scheduled with King Hussein, 
Prime Minister Bajat al-Talhouni and Foreign Minister Abdel Monim Rifai 


(more) 
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of Jordan; President Charles Helou of Lebanon; President Nureddin el- 
Atassi of Syria; Prime Minister Levi Eshkol and Foreign Minister Aba 
Eban of Israel; and high-ranking government leaders of the United Arab 
Republic. 


In an interview Dr. Blake said he did not go with "arrogant" expectations 
that his "conversations will yield immediate political results or lead to 
a direct solution of the Middle East conflict". . The 62-year-old) church 
statesman believes, however, the World Council of Churches should) take 

a positive role in working for reconciliation in the Middle East. 


Dr. Blake said, '"Peace-making requires sympathetic listening to all political 
convictions’ in the hope that an acceptable compromise can be obtained in 

the process. This is a position of being for both sides, in so far as their 
policies can contribute to a peace based on mutual respect", he added. 


In his conversations, the general secretary will be guided by the statement 
of the Fourth Assembly. The statement said in part: "The independence 

and territorial integrity and security of all nations in the area must. be 
guaranteed. Annexation by force must not be condoned.) The World Council, 
of Churches must continue to join with all who search for a solution of 

the refugee and displaced person problems. Full religious freedom and 
access to Holy Places must continue to be guaranteed to the communities 

of all three historic religions preferably by international agreement. 
National armaments should be limited to the lowest level consistent with 
national security. The great world powers must refrain from pursuing 

their own exclusive interests in the area....It is the special responsibility 
of the World Council of Churches and of its member churches to discern ways 
in which religious factors affect the conflict." 


Throughout the 20-year history of the World Council, relief work and re- 
habilitation projects have been: an important emphasis. 


Dr. Blake will visit during his Middle East tour the Souf refugee camp near 
Jerash, Jordan where the World Council has provided shelter for 1,600 
families. While in Jordan he will also visit a dairy and agricultural 
training project at the Schneller School on the outskirts of Amman. 


On the West Bank of the Jordan he will see self-help projects that received 
funds through the Council's Refugee Service. And near Damascus Dr. Blake 
will meet villagers at the Douma Refugee Village where the World Council 
provided 1,000 houses for Syrian refugees from the Golan Heights. These 
projects Lb dbaviaa support from the Council's $2 million appeal launched 
following the six-day war in June 1967. 

EPS 
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NEW DIRECTOR NAMED FOR CHURCHES' 
COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A prominent South American lawyer, Mr. Leopoldo Juan Niilus, 
has accepted the invitation of the World Council of Churches to serve as 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA). 


Niilus, 39, of Buenos Aires, Argentina, is at present general secretary of 
the Commission for Church and Society in Latin America (ISAL). A founding 
member of the Argentine Institute of the Science of Administration, he has 
been responsible for helping the Latin American churches to respond to the 
urgent social and economic problems facing the sub-continent. 


Born in Tallinn, Estonia, in 1930, Niilus emigrated with his parents to 
Sweden during the Second World War and went to Argentina in 1948 and took 
Argentine citizenship. He graduated in law from the National University in 
Argentina in 1959. After postgraduate work in comparative law at the 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, Niilus entered a law firm in 
Buenos Aires and became director of various corporations in the Argentine. 


“An active worker in the ecumenical movement, he has held various positions 
in the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Buenos Aires, the World Student 
‘Christian Federation and was Student Christian Movement secretary in Argen- 
tina. Since 1966 he has been one of the 69 commissioners of the CCIA. 


As director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
Mr. Niilus will ‘direct the commission as a source of information to the > 
churches in their approach to international problems and as a medium of . 
‘common counsel. 


He will guide the commission in formulating Christian thinking on world 
issues and bring Christian concerns to the attention of the United Nations 
and other international bodies. 


Mr’. Niilus, who begins his new duties on July 1 in Geneva, succeeds Dr. 0. 
Frederick Nolde of New York, who was CCIA director from 1946 until his | 
‘retirement in December 1968. 


The commission was agreed upon at a conference of Church leaders on inter- 
national affairs in Cambridge, England, during August 1946. Until 1961 it 
remained a joint agency of the International Missionary Council and the 
World Council of Churches, but at the Third Assembly of the World Council in 
New Delhi in 1961 it became an agency of the World Council when the IMC was 
integrated with the WCC. 

EPS 


NIGERIAN CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
VOTES REHABILITATION PROGRAMME 


Lagos, Nigeria, (EPS) -- A department on relief and rehabilitation for 
victims of the Nigerian conflict has been set up by the Christian Council 
of Nigeria, it was announced here this week. 


Mr. E.0O. Urhobo, a lawyer and economist who has been the legal adviser to 

the Christian Council for several years, was named director of the department. 

He has helped to formulate the rehabilitation programme over the last 10 months. 
(more) 
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Medical services, feeding and nutrition projects are given a high priority 
in a programme costing an initial £1.1 million. But No. 1 on the Christian 
Council's list is the setting up of six temporary homes for children in the 
South Eastern State. 


The council is seeking to implement its programme in co-operation with the 
Federal Government and voluntary agencies now engaged in relief work in areas 
affected by the civil war. 


At a special meeting of the council it was agreed to approach the State 
Governments and offer to’ assume full responsibility for staffing and operating 
two hospitals in the strife-torn area for a period of two years. Staff for 
the hospitals will be recruited through the World Council of Churches. The 
council indicated its willingness to extend its medical services and nutri- 
tion programme into nearby areas in most need. 


In January the World Council of Churches set apart an initial US$250,000 
for the Christian Council's rehabilitation programme. 


EPS 
MOSLEM/CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE 
TO CONSIDER COMMON PROBLEMS 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Twelve Moslem scholars and a corresponding number of Christians 


will attend a five-day Christian/Moslem dialogue March 2-6 at the Centre de 
Rencontres in Cartigny near here. 


Last. year a smaller group of theologians of both faiths assembled at the 
invitation of the WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat to discuss mutual concerns. 
The understandings gained on that occasion prompted them to. request another, 
slightly expanded conversation this year. 


Three subjects have been chosen as the focus of the consultation. A Moslem 
expert on development and a Roman Catholic priest will present papers on 

"The Possibilities and Promises in the Moslem/Christian Dialogue". Dr. Hassan 
Saab, secretary of the Development Studies Association of Lebanon, will give 

a Moslem view, and Father Y. Moubarac of Jouarre, France will bring a Christian 
interpretation. 


Theological questions which separate the two faiths will come to the fore in 
a day-long discussion on "The Word of God and Holy Scripture". Preparatory 
work has been carried out by the Rev. Georges Khodr of Beirut, general secre- 
tary of the Orthodox Youth Movement, and Prof. S.M.H. Beheshti, director of 
the Islamic Centre in Hamburg. 


Recognizing that both Moslems and Christians are facing the same situation 

as they seek to practice their faith in a technologically orientated society, 
the consultation will consider practical questions in a discussion on “Religion 
in a Technological Age". Papers will be given by Dr. M. Schamah, professor 

at Al-Azhar University in Cairo, and Mr. John Taylor, reader in Islamics at 
Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham, England. 


Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the Faith and Order Secretariat, will preside. 
EPS 
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MEXICAN ECUMENICAL CENTRE SURVEYS 
RELIGIOUS SITUATION IN THE NATION 


Mexico City, (EPS) -- Several consultations on new theological trends. will 

be sponsored by the Centre of Ecumenical Studies here within the next two 
months during visits to Mexico of Bishop Fridtjof Birkeli, primate of 

Norway, and Prof. J.M. Lochman of Prague, teaching this spring in New York City. 


This newly established centre is broadly ecumenical in its sponsorship. Its 
president, Dr. Gonzalo Baez-Camargo, is a Mexican Methodist who played an 
important part in the integration of the International Missionary Council and 
the World Council of Churches. He was on the WCC's Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs until the Uppsala Assembly. 


Executive secretary is the Rev. Rolf Lahusen, a German Lutheran pastor, and 
the secretary is Prof. Roberto T. Hoefferkamp, a Missouri Synod Lutheran. 


Recently authorized by the Mexican Government to operate as "a civil associa- 
tion with religious purposes", the centre is conducting a long-range study 

on the religious situation in the nation as a basis for future ecumenical 
activities. It also plans studies of man's religious behaviour and his 
activity in society. 


Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the WCC's Secretariat for Faith and Order, 
during a recent visit stressed not only the importance of helping churches 
develop closer relationships, but of encouraging ecumenical co-operation 
to aid their fellowmen. 


Reports were given this month on the WCC's Uppsala Assembly as the major 
Protestant and Orthodox event of last year, and the General Conference of 
the Latin American Episcopate held in Medellin, Colombia, a major Roman 
Catholic meeting. 

EPS 


QUITO CHRISTIANS CHALLENGED 
TO FACE COUNTRY'S POVERTY 


Quito, Ecuador, (EPS) -- A report that Ecuador has an annual per capita in- 
come of $200, that 50% of its population is illiterate, only 14% have access 
to drinkable water and some exist on 364 calories a day, spurred Christians 
attending a history-making ecumenical seminar on social and economic pro- 
blems here to call for sweeping changes. 


"It is a sin to live in this country and remain passive in the face of this 
situation", said one seminar participant. A call for widespread reforms 
in both the Christian Church and the country was made. 


Father Estuardo Arellano, director of the Jesuit-sponsored Investigation 
and Social Action Centre, challenged the 40 clergymen present from both 
Protestant and Roman Catholic churches to apply the gospel to this world of 
misery. 


Of every 1,000 children who enter school, he said, only 167 will complete 
an elementary education. Only 41 will finish secondary school and one will 
(more) 
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get a college degree. The birth rate for this second poorest country in 
Latin America is 3.5 per thousand, one of the highest in the world. 


The seminar, held February 15, was an outgrowth of a series of Ecumenical 
Breakfasts which have been taking place for two years. Addressing the 
clergymen were specialists from government and international agencies. The 
Rev. Onell A. Soto, vicar of St. Nicholas' Episcopal Church, chaired a 
round-table discussion. 


Among those present was Mr. Alberto Moreno, past president of Ecuador's 
Christian Democrat Party; the Rev. Washington Padilla, evangelical pastor; 
and the Rev. Miguel Ramos, S.J., seminary professor. 


EPS 
CHILE DIOCESE ASKS CO-OPERATIVE 
PROJECTS WITH, PROTESTANTS 
Talca, Chile, (EPS) -- A resolution on’ ecumenicity, expressing a desire for 


dialogue with all churches, was passed unanimously by the Roman Catholic 
diocesan synod at its recent meeting here. 


The Rev. Enrique Chavez, general superintendent of the Pentecostal Church 
of Chile, was a special guest at the synod, which included a cross-section 
of the community: workers, rural people and intellectuals. 


The Pastoral Council was charged to seek concrete forms of co-operation in 
social work and evangelism, based on elements held in common including “faith 
in the same Lord, the Christian gospel and the mission of evangelism". 


EPS 
WORLD YOUTH PROJECTS EXPERIMENT 
WITH NEW FORMS OF MINISTRY 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Extensive work among young people "on the fringes" of society, 


as well as the under-privileged, forms a large part of the 26 projects on the 
1969 list of World Youth Projects for which nearly $60,000 is being sought. 


The list, drawn up jointly by the Youth Departments of the World Council of 
Churches and the World Council of Christian Education, includes requests sub- 
mitted through national councils of churches on five continents. 


Leadership training projects rank high on the list. For instance, the Ecu- 
menical Youth Centre at Morija, Lesotho has obtained a young national to be 

a full-time organizer but still needs financial support. The centre is self- 
supporting. 


Training is an important feature of the 1968-72 programme drawn up by the 
Youth Committee of the East Asia Christian Conference. A gift of $2,500 
would aid experiments in new forms of ministry for and by young people in 
urban and rural areas. Sub-regional leadership sessions are scheduled for 
Japan, Indonesia and Ceylon. The programme also envisages exchanges of young 
people in different Asian countries. 

(more) 
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Projects for Latin America are carried out primarily through ULAJE, the 
Union of Latin American Evangelical Youth. Since 1966 a full-time secre- 
tary has been preparing study material, translating and writing in Spanish 
and Portuguese. Publication of cheap books for newly literate young people 
in neglected areas, both rural and urban, is planned. World Youth Projects 
also seeks support for five regional ULAJE secretaries in the continent. 


"The project booklet is not only a list of requests for. support, but also 
a tool to start discussion on the wider implications of international economic 
justice", said Miss Pamela Gruber of the Youth Department staff. | 

EPS 


HALT TO BOMBING OF BIAFRA 
RELIEF PLANES HELD ESSENTIAL 


Munich, (EPS) -- The Evangelical Church in Germany has called on the West 
German Government to take "diplomatic action with the competent Nigerian 
authorities" over the bombing at Uli, Biafra of four planes carrying relief 
supplies.on behalf of church relief organizations. 


The planes were attacked while landing, reportedly by Nigerian fighter planes. 
Damage was caused by bombs bursting close to the runway; however, the planes 
were able to return to the island of Sao Tome. Two are now undergoing repairs 
in Europe. 


Bishop Herman Dietzfelbinger, chairman of the Evangelical Church Council, . 
noted in a letter to Bishop Hermann Kunst, representative to the. West. German 
Government, that the air-lift is seriously imperilled as a result of the 
bombing. 


Church relief agencies have protested sharply against the bombing as a sign 
that military action in Biafra has again been extended to the civic and 
humanitarian field. Bishop Dietzfelbinger urged that the action be taken up 
immediately with the Chancellor or his representative. "We must do our ut- 
most to urge that peace be restored there", he concluded. 


According to information published on February 19, the planes belonging’ to 
Joint Church Aid have made 444 flights from Sao Tome to Biafra since the’ 
beginning of January. 

EPS 


NORTH AFRICAN CHURCHES AID 
NATIONAL ‘DEVELOPMENT 


Algiers, (EPS) —-- Despite their minority status, Protestant churches in 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia are helping in the economic development of their 
countries, according to reports given to 60 representatives of churches and 
related agencies meeting here in early February. 


Churches in all three countries have formulated programmes which enable them 
to work with their governments on development problems. Teams sent to these 
countries bythe World Council of. Churches’, Division of Inter-church Aid, 


(more) 
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Refugee and World Service are increasingly being incorporated into national 
structures. This is facilitated by an almost complete lack of traditional 
church structures. 


Among those addressing the meeting was Mr. Ruy da Silva of the French Pro- 
testant relief agency CIMADE, who stressed the urgent need for rich countries 
to change their way of thinking about the "two-thirds" world. Mr. Mahroug, 
economic adviser to the Algerian Republic and a Roman Catholic, described the 
economic effort being made by his government. 


The Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate director of the Ecumenical Institute at 
Bossey near Geneva, led three Bible studies on the meaning of wealth and 
poverty. 


Representatives of the Ecumenical Committee of Morocco, the Christian Com- 
mittee for Service in Algeria, and the Service for Ecumenical Co-operation 
in Tunisia met for one day with the Rev. Kenrick Baker of the WCC staff to 
consider their special contribution to the development effort. 


EPS 
DROP IN EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
’ GIVING FORCES BUDGET CUT 
New York, (EPS) -- Serious reductions in the budget of the Executive Council 


of the Episcopal Church for 1969 have been necessary as a result of an "un- 
precedented shortfall" in contributions from the dioceses. 


At the same time Presiding Bishop John E. Hines reported that Episcopalians 
had oversubscribed his $200,000 appeal for the needy in Nigeria/Biafra, with 
the total expected to reach $350,000. 


Ten U.S. districts and five overseas fell short of their 1968 pledges by 
$407,000. As a result, the 1969 budget has been reduced to $14,171,000 and 
the Council may have to dip into a reserve fund to make up the expected deficit. 


Among the reasons given for the "shortfall" were "disaffection" with both 
diocesan and national church programmes and, in some places, a "white back- 
lash" aimed at the council's urban crisis efforts. Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, 
deputy for programme, said a "general malaise" was evident in many quarters. 
EPS 


FRENCH CHRISTIANS URGE MIDEAST SETTLEMENT 


Paris, (EPS) -- Pastor Charles Westphal of the French Protestant Federation, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Frangois) Marty, and Metropolitan Meletios launched 
a joint appeal February 25 calling on the great powers to do everything 
possible to reach a just and enduring peace in the Middle East. Cited 
particularly were the "distress of Palestine refugees and the situation of 
Jews living in Arab countries who should at least be allowed to emigrate". 
Church members were asked to pray continually for a just solution to the 
crisis. 

EPS 
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DICARWS SEEKS SHELTER 
FOR SYRIAN FLOOD VICTIMS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- An appeal to its inter-related agencies for $50,000 to 
provide shelter for flood victims in North-East Syria, where the Euphrates. 
River recently overflowed, has been made by the World Council of Churches' 
Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


The money is to repair 10 villages where about 200 families live. The _ 
Syrian Government has suggested this ecumenical rehabilitation project 
concentrate. on Shadahdi in the Hassaké district, the most severely. damaged 
part of the area. 


More than 60,000 persons, including 1,200 Christian families, were made 
homeless by the disaster. 


The division has sent a first grant of $1,000 for emergency relief to be 
distributed through the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate in Damascus. Church 
agencies in France have contributed 2,000 blankets, and another 500 blankets 
have been offered by the Netherlands. The division is arranging to airlift 
these to Syria. 


Mr. Yoon Gu Lee, refugee secretary for the Near East Christian Council, says 
the health situation in the devastated area is under control, and food rations 
are being supplied by the government for three months with help from the 

UN Food and Agriculture Organization. 


EPS 
REMAKING MEN IS CHURCH'S TASK, 
WCC EXECUTIVE TELLS PRESBYTERIANS 
Richmond, Virginia, (EPS) -- The Christian Church does not exist to produce 


a Utopian blueprint for the world. But it should be "a dynamic centre for 
remaking men'', Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, told an 
audience attending the installation of the Rev. Dr. William H. Kadel as 
executive secretary of the Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S. (Southern). 


Dr. Blake addressed 400 persons at the Ginter Park Presbyterian Church on 
Ash Wednesday (February 19). 


Noting that the Church is sometimes criticized because it "does not produce 
results", the general secretary said it should be producing Christians in . 
community distinguishable from other kinds of men. 


Speaking pointedly to the Christian educators in the audience, Dr. Blake ~~ 
emphasized: that se ee of Jesus Christ is the beginning of faith that 
makes a difference" 


Before his installation Dr. Kadel was founding president of Florida Presby-»' 
terian College in St.. Petersburg. 
EPS 
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IN BRIEF 


The Polish radio has carried reports on social and political questions dis- 
cussed at the Uppsala Assembly of the World Council of Churches, and meetings 
have been organized in a number of Polish towns at which Uppsala delegates 
and journalists who attended the Assembly have been the speakers. Assembly 
documents were translated by the Polish Ecumenical Council and sent to 
clergy and congregations of the WCC member churches. 


* * * 


Young Christians in Schleswig-Holstein plan to organize a “hunger march 

against world poverty" next autumn to draw attention to the extent. of the 
problem and persuade the government to increase its contribution to develop- 
ment aid. Organizers of the march are the ecumenical youth group in Schleswig- 
Holstein, the Protestant Schoolboys' and Schoolgirls' Association, the Student 
Christian Movement's study group.on "the Third World" and "Youth in the 
Struggle against Hunger"’. Collections will be taken over a period of two 
weeks, and the proceeds turned over to the UN. 


* * * 


The Rev. David Sheppard, 39, former cricketer for England, was appointed 
Suffragan Bishop of Woolwich succeeding the Rt. Rev. John Robinson. At 
present Sheppard is warden and chaplain of the Mayflower Family Centre in 
London, an Anglican experiment in a working-class district. 


* * * 


The French Protestant Federation has named Pastor Georges Richard-Molard 
director of a newly instituted full-time information service. .He has. been 
editor of the Federation's Information Bulletin. (BIP). 


* * * 


Representatives of the Church of Scotland and the Episcopal Church were 
‘present for the consecration of Father Colin MacPherson as new Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Argyll and the Isles. The ceremony was held in St. Columba's 
Cathedral, Oban, Scotland. 


* * * 


The Rev. Johannes Gultom, 37, was elected.first bishop.of the autonomous 
Methodist Church of Indonesia by its General Conference. He had been 
district superintendent of the Medan-Bebing Tinggi District for two years. 
He is the second youngest bishop in world Methodism, the youngest being 

S.. Trowen Nagbe Sr. of Liberia. 


* * * 


The late Augustin Cardinal Bea left his pectoral. cross to Richard Cardinal 
Cushing of Boston, Massachusetts, and part of his personal library to the 

Harvard Divinity School, an undenominational, Protestant-oriented institu- 
tion at which he had once lectured. 


No. 8 - 27th February, 1969 | 10 


Special Article 


UGANDA MAYOR IS NEW. VOICE IN 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES' DEBATES 


by Tracy Early, 
WCC Staff Writer 


One of the two women on the new 19-member Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches is the Mayor of Mbale, Uganda, Mrs. Janet Wesonga. 


When the committee held its semi-annual meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the 
last part of January, Mrs. Wesonga took an active interest in the discussion 
on new church efforts to overcome racism. 


At a press conference which she shared with two other members of the committee, 
she said:. 'This is an issue which I am sure can be overcome. Young’ people 
are taking action on the problem and the churches must do their part". 


The Tulsa meeting approved plans for a WCC-sponsored consultation in London 
May 19-24, which will recommend a programme of study and action to the 
World Council and its member churches. 


Mrs. Janet Wesonga was named Mayor of Mbale 16 months ago by the Uganda 
cabinet. She is challenged by the need to attract industry that will ease 
unemployment problems, to raise funds for aid to the disabled, and to carry 
on the day-to-day business of the town of 20,000 persons. 


"Tt's a full-time job", Mrs. Wesonga said. And she receives no salary - only 
an allowance. 


Mrs. Wesonga presides over an all-male 24-member town council. She has some- 
times used her vote to break a tie in the council, and she has a veto power, 
which she has exercised on rare occasions. 


"Women in a developing country just can't stay in the background", Mrs. 
Wesonga said. In a country where many women still walk behind their gp i. 
Mrs. Wesonga is a leader. 


An active worker in the Mothers' Union, she last year represented the organi- 
zation in a conference in London. 


Mrs. Wesonga is the wife of an Anglican clergyman, who is dean of the Cotheae an 
in Mbale. They are the parents of an 1l-year-old son. 


This is the first term on the Executive Committee for Mrs. Wesonga. She was 
elected to the 12-member Central Committee at the Fourth Assembly of the’ 
World Council at Uppsala, Sweden, last July, and the Central Committee placed 
her on its Executive Committee. 

EPS 


(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, Department of Communi- 


cation, Ecumenical Centre, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at 
a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-; S:Fr.i/DM 5.-.) 


* * * 
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Feature 


HOLY EMPTINESS AT EXPO '70 


by Wilbert Forker 
WCe Staff Writer 


A new world will come to life in the heart of old Japan when EXPO '70 gets 


into full swing next year. 


The theme of the exposition, "Progress and Harmony for Mankind", will be re- 
flected by national exhibitions on the 815-acre site situated some 20 minutes 
away from Osaka, Japan's second largest city. This is the centre of Japan's 


lovely Kansai district and the home of her culture for over a thousand years. 


The rich heritage of 62 nations and the national achievements of the techno- 
logical age will be on display. The creative ideas of architects will bring 
a new meaning to themes of the dim, distant past. Among the cultural acti- 
Nities willbe Western and Oriental ballet and the classical music of East 
and West. But there will also be pavilions representing the religions of the 


world. One of these is the Christian pavilion. 


When the contract for the mainly wooden Christian pavilion was signed this 
month, Japan's 880,000 Protestants and Roman Catholics extended a joint in- 


vitation to Pope Paul to visit the world exposition in August. 


The exhibit in the Christian pavilion called "Eyes and Hands", the discovery 
of humanity, is an attempt to portray symbolically the eyes of faith, hope 


and love, and the hands of prayer, service and reconciliation. 


Japan's Christians - both Protestants and Roman Catholics - are uniting to 
sponsor the pavilion, which will cost US$305,555. While the exhibit is 
thought of here as the witness of the Japanese Christians to their nation in 
the setting of a world fair, it is also hoped that it will be viewed as a 


witness of the total Christian community to the world at large. 


Designed by the architect Akira Inatomi, the entrance to the pavilion will be 
a dimly lit catacomb-like area. This will lead the 30 million expected 
visitors to a number of corridors, any one of which will take them to a 
central area of unity and intense light shining through the glass bottom of 


the moat above which surrounds the pavilion. 
(more) 
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It is in the central area of unity that Mr. Inatomi hopes his concern.for 
"Holy Emptiness", an Eastern idea indicating peace and harmony, will be 


communicated to visitors. 


In the corridors of the pavilion real-life scenes will mingle with artistic 


representations, the centre of which will be a Rafael tapestry. 


Compared to other pavilions at Expo '70, the Christian pavilion will. be 
modest. It is intended not to be a competitor with national pavilions but 


a clear statement by a minority faith of its concern for the whole of life. 


On behalf of a religion which began in Asia Minor and is today accepted 
by over one billion people, the Christian pavilion will attempt to.show 


"The discovery of humanity". 


EPS : ;, 
(about 500 words) 
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DR. BLAKE COMPLETES FIRST 
STAGE OF MIDEAST TOUR 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Recent initiatives by the big powers to make a creative 
and imaginative approach to the Middle East crisis were welcomed by Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
when he spoke on a Cairo television programme March 3. 


Dr. Blake was in Cairo for three days on the first lap of a five-nation 
Middle East tour to confer with leaders of churches belonging to the World 
Council, heads of the Islamic and Jewish communities, and government 
dignitaries. 


The WCC's chief executive talked with UAR President Gamal Abdul Nasser, who 
welcomed the interest shown by the World Council in human problems. _ 


Foreign Minister Mahmoud Riad, in an interview with Dr. Blake, said the UAR 
desired to promote co-operation with the World Council. 


Dr. Blake told the Foreign Minister that "the WCC is not only interested in 
contacts between churches but. has always emphasized the need for.a construc- 
tive relationship between the communities of faith and civil authorities. 


'Al1 those who search for a responsible society need to engage together 

in a continuous debate of the basic assumptions on which our efforts are. 
built", Dr. Blake added. The WCC is aware, he said, that social questions 
in the UAR "cannot Be solved without consideration of the larger dimensions 
of justice and peace" 


An interest in Christian-Moslem conversations to.see how joint efforts by 
the two world religions could solve human problems was expressed by the 
Minister of Wakf (endowments to Islam), Dr. Abdel-Aziz Kamel, and officials 
of Al-Azhar University. 


At the 1,000-year-old university in Cairo, Dr. Blake called on men of 
different religious persuasions to "try to see together how the resources 
of different faiths may help effectively to tame political passions, 
reduce tensions and bring about a climate of good will and peace. 


"Building bridges of understanding is better. than deepening moats of separa- 
tion", Dr. Blake concluded. 

On Sunday, March 2, the WCC general secretary had attended worship at the 
yet unfinished Coptic Orthodox Cathedral and at the Greek Orthodox Church. 

He preached at. the. Coptic Evangelical) .Church, ‘and shen met Pope pli age VI 
at. the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate. 


Lebanon Honours WCC General Secretary 


During his visit to Lebanon March 4 and 5, Dr. Blake was made a Grand Officer 
of the Order of the Cedar by the Lebanese Government and was greeted warmly 
by President Charles Helou. 


The honour was bestowed by the Education Minister, Mr. Joseph Abou-Khater, 

at a reception attended by leaders of the religious communities, the university 
world and civil authorities. The minister commended Blake's services through 
the World Council of Churches in seeking peace and justice for the world's 


(more) 
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peoples. He mentioned specifically aid to Middle East refugees, and urged 
the WCC and related agencies to continue searching for a solution to this 
problem. 


In reply, Dr. Blake mentioned Lebanon's willingness to shelter refugees, 
and said he hoped its "open welcome" to the uprooted would be copied by 
other nations. 


President Helou received Dr. Blake at the Presidential Palace on March 5. 
He encouraged the WCC, by means of its world-wide membership, to continue 
to pursue justice and peace for all peoples. 


"I hope you will be able to help create the kind of man who will desire 
peace", President Helou stated. 


Voicing the hope that ideas germinated at the 1968 Beirut Conference on 
Development would soon find fulfilment, the President urged continued joint 
efforts between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church and suggested that 
Islam be included more fully. 


Dr. Blake, in reply, praised Lebanon's record of racial tolerance and respect 
for the different religions. "It takes an important place", he said, “among 
the countries that create models for effective co-existence of people in a 
pluralistic society". 


At a luncheon with the heads of the commissions on ecumenical relations 
for the Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant churches, Dr. Blake told them 
that the ecumenical movement is moving away from a narrow consideration 
of church unity to the widest possible consideration of how the Church is 
being united and renewed in and for service and mission. 


Noting that. the churches have a tremendous responsibility in various conflict 
areas of the world, he said: "We need the will to reconcile, the will to 
transcend, the will to search beyond our. present situation, the will to listen, 
to reformulate and to find the other". That applies as much to the church 
situation as to the political arena, he said. 


Khoran I, Catholicos of Cilicia, host for the luncheon, rejoiced in the growth 
of the ecumenical movement as showing “a new spirit in the life and witness 
of the churches". 


At the Near East Council of Churches, Dr. Blake learned that its Central Com- 
mittee had adopted a statement calling on fellow Christians "to join with us 
in bringing not just charity to those in need, but in helping them obtain the 
justice they deserve". 


Dr. Blake lectured at American University, conferred with a representative of 
the Moufti of Lebanon and visited Cardinal Patriarch Pierre Paul Meouchi of 
the Maronite Church. 


Dr. Blake was also scheduled to visit Syria, Jordan and Israel before com- 
pleting his tour of the Middle East on March 12. With him are three WCC 
staff members - Archpriest George Tsetsis, secretary for Orthodox Churches; 
Dr. Stanley Samartha, secretary for dialogue with men of other faiths; and 
the Rev. Wilbert Forker, senior press officer. poo 


(For photo see Photo Oikoumene page 15) 
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RACE CONSULTATION DRAWS 
EXPERTS FROM SIX CONTINENTS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A Black Power advocate, an Anglican dean, an authority on 
the Andean Indians and an aboriginal poet from Australia are among’ those 

who will participate in the World Council of Churches" Consultation on Racism 
in London, May 19-24. : 


Chairing the consultation will be a United States Senator, George McGovern 
of South Dakota, who is at present leading an investigation on ea and 
malnutrition in his country. 


Nathan Hare, vocal black militant who directs: the Black Studies Institute 
at embattled San Francisco State College (USA), is one of 20 consultants 
invited to present their views on how to eliminate racism. 


Although the consultation will put special emphasis on the world-wide implica- 
tions of white racism, other forms of racial subjugation will also be 
examined. Mr. Victor Daniel Bonilla of Colombia, author of a recent book on) 
the plight of the Andean Indians, and Mrs. Kath J. Walker, an aboriginal who 
has worked to eliminate racism in Australia, will speak from their own ex- 
perience. 


The Very Rev. Alfred Jowett, Dean of Manchester Cathedral and a member of 
the newly formed Community Race Relations Commission in Great Britain, is 
one of the 40 leading churchmen who will be asked to draw up a programme of * 
study and action for the World Council of Churches and its 234 member bodies. 


Other sectors of British opinion will be represented at the consultation by, 
among others, the Rev. Wilfred Wood, a leader in the West Indian community, ~ 


Mrs. Lena Townsend, Conservative, who serves on the Race Relations Board, 
and Roy Sawh, militant Guyanan leader of the coloured and Arab communities.’ 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, and a representative of 
one of Africa's liberation movements will share the platform at a public 
meeting May 21. They will speak on "Racism as a Major Obstacle to World 
Community". The Archbishop was head of the National Committee on Common- 
wealth Immigrants before it was replaced last year by another Seeman e 
committee. 


All six continents will be represented in this examination of world-wide 
manifestations of racism, since the WCC's member churches are located in 
more than 80 nations around the world. 


Several leaders of liberation movements now in exile and leading churchmen 
will come from Africa. Presenting the experience of the newly independent 
governments will be Mr..William Conton, education officer for, Sierra Leone. © 


Participants from Asia will include Tan Goan Tiang, an Indonesian demographer. 
Theological analysis of the problem of racism will be contributed by Prof. 
John Deschner, Perkins School, of Theology, Southern Methodist University, 
Dallas, Texas’ (USA). Dr. W.A.. Visser 't» Hooft, retired general secretary of : 
the World Council of Churches, will sketch earlier efforts by the WCC to 


develop a theological critique of the problem. (nore) 


No. 9 - 6th March, 1969 5 


Other North Americans, in addition to Dr. Deschner and Senator McGovern, 
include Father James E. Groppi, controversial civil rights priest from 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin;, the Rev. Channing Phillips, United Church of Christ 
minister from Washington, D.C., and the first black nominee for U.S. 
President; and Miss Jean Fairfax of New York, staff member of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People and a WCC Central 
Committee member. 


The Vatican Secretariat| for Christian Unity will send four observer 
participants. 
EPS 


PROGRAMMES TO INTEGRATE NON-WHITES 
FAVOURED BY ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 


Nassau, Bahamas, (EPS) -- Special programmes in education, housing and 
mutual understanding to help integrate Britain's non-white population were 
advocated by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, during a 
tour of the Caribbean. 


Fear of Negro immigrants is creating ghettos in England, the Archbishop 
reported here at a reception attended by Prime Minister Lynden Pindling. 


The situation, he said, could be helped if the British people were aware of 
the economic and cultural contribution made by such immigrants. It would 
be "a shame" if Britain were not able to absorb and integrate a 4% non- 

“o white population by the end of the century, he noted. 


EPS 
EUROPEAN CHURCH COUNCIL MAY MEET 
IN SLOVAKIA, DR. WILLIAMS REPORTS 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Agreement was reached on plans for holding a meeting of the 


Conference of European Churches (CEC) in Slovakia, when Dr. Glen Garfield 
Williams, general secretary of the conference, met recently in Bratislava 
with Dr. Jan Prinz, Deputy Minister for Cultural Affairs, and Jan Kmet, head 
of the secretariat for Protestant churches within this ministry. Details 

of the meeting are still to be worked out. 


Dr. Williams was the first representative of an international ecumenical 
organization to confer with the leaders of the newly formed Slovakian state 
structure. He also talked to representatives of the Lutheran Churches of 
Slovakia and Silesia, as well as the Reformed Church of Slovakia. 


During a three-day visit to Prague Dr. Williams saw Dr. Erica Kadlecova, head 
of the Czech Department of Church Affairs in the Ministry of Cultural Affairs, 
and Dr. Ladislav Prokupek of the ministry's Department for Protestant Churches. 
They discussed the church situation and practical ways in which the Czech 
churches could participate in the work of CEC. 


The withdrawal of the Uniat Churches from the Orthodox Church early in 1968 
was discussed by Dr. Williams and leaders of the Orthodox Church in Prague. 
EPS 
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SWEDISH FILM ON UPPSALA 
WINS ECUMENICAL PRIZE 


Monte Carlo, (EPS) -- A special Ecumenical Prize was awarded here to a film 
about the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches produced by the, 
International Film Department of Radio Sweden. 


Entitled "Behold...All Things New", the film was honoured at the First: Inter- 
national Christian Television Week, sponsored jointly by UNDA, the international. 
Catholic association for radio and television, and the European Section of the 
World Association for Christian Communication. 


During the last week of February, 24 television companies and organizations 
from 25 countries showed 48 productions. Prizes were awarded to programmes 
which best communicated, in a direct or indirect way, the Christian faith 
"in its relevance to man and his life in today's world, and contributed to 
the development of creative use of television". 


In the documentary category the jury, presided over by Marcel Pagnol of the 
Académie Francaise, gave awards to the BBC production ''Padre Pio" and to the 
French programme "Catholics and Protestants in Dialogue". The Dutch children's 
programme "Word by Word" won the prize in its category, and "El Nuevo Rey 
Midas" (Spain) got an award in the drama section. "Genesis" (ZDF, Germany) 

was awarded the prize for the best music programme. 


The jury report praised the Swedish film awarded the Prtx Oecuméntque, as 
technically "a magnificent achievement" which "brilliantly overcame the 
difficulties" inherent in recording such an assembly". The 28-minute colour 
film was written and directed by Lauritz Falk, using music specially composed 
for the Uppsala Assembly. 


Adviser for the film was John Taylor, head of the Film and Visual Arts 
Section of the World Council of Churches. 


TV organizations wishing to transmit the film should contact Aake Baecklund, 
International Film Department, Radio Sweden, 105 10 Stockholm 1. An English 
version for non-commercial use will be available in a few weeks from the WCC 
Film Section, Geneva. The price is expected to be $245. French and German 

versions are being prepared by TV organizations in these two countries, and 

it is hoped that Spanish and Portuguese can be produced in Sweden. 


EPS 
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NEW LAWS OPEN DOOR TO HARASSMENT, INDIA BISHOPS SAY 


Bombay, (EPS) -- Roman Catholic bishops in India contend that if laws passed 
recently in the states of Madhya Pradesh and Orissa are enforced, it will 
lead to harassment of missionaries and other Christians. 


The bishops said no convincing case had ever been made that missionaries in 
general had used unfair means to,convert people to Christianity. 


They held there were already enough provisions in India's laws to prevent 
conversions by fraud, force and other illegal means, and said there was no 
need for state acts banning them. 

EPS 
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CHARTER FOR GREEK CHURCH PROMULGATED 


Athens, (EPS) -- The new charter granted to the Church of Greece by. the 
Athens régime provides that laymen will participate in the leadership of 

the church for the first time. One layman from each diocese will be named 

to a General Ecclesiastical Assembly, and four laymen will be members of 

a Central Ecclesiastical Council charged with executing the decisions of the 
assembly. The laymen will be chosen from a list prepared by the metropolitan 
and the government representative in each diocese. 


Another new feature of the charter calls for the creation of. 10 secretaries 
to deal with various church affairs, including one on foreign affairs. 


The charter provides that the church is free to make its own decisions on 
spiritual and religious matters and administer its own finances. However, 
specific clauses in the charter, promulgated as "Emergency Law 126", make 
sure that state supervision is not totally abolished. 


For example, the old institution of a governmental representative being 

present at meetings of the Holy Synod is abolished. Now, however, the Minister 
of Education and Religious Affairs must be invited to all meetings of the 

Synod which deal with matters of church administration. If he is not invited, 
decisions made by the Synod are invalid. 


Article 1 of the new charter states that the church and its dioceses are self- 
governed entities under the supervision of the state and can administer their 
own finances. This is further explained by article 42 which says that the 
state controls and supervises, through the regular governmental channels, the 
way in which church property is administered. 


The government retains the right to choose the archbishop from a list of’ 
three names proposed by the church. A "royal decree" will determine the way 
bishops should be elected. In the previous charter the church was free to 
elect both archbishop and bishops, and the state was obliged to ratify the 
elections. 


The limits of dioceses, the abolition of old ones and the creation of new 
ones are to be decided by the Minister of Education after hearing the views 
of the Synod. An article on administration states that dioceses of less 

than 50,000 inhabitants will be abolished when they become vacant Reeser ener 
to be what pt by the Education Minister). 


As regards proselytism by non-Orthodox groups, the charter says the inter- 
vention of the state can be asked for by the church whenever any proselytising 
activities occur. 


With the exception of the monasteries of Vlatadon and St. Anastasia near 
Salonica, which remain under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
all Orthodox monasteries function under the supervision of the Greek bishop 
in whose diocese they are situated, as well as under their own jurisdiction. 
Affected will be monasteries belonging to the Patriarchate of Jerusalem and 
the Church of Sinai. The ecclesiastical situation in Crete, Dodecanese and 


Mount Athos remains the same. 
(more) 
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Under normal circumstances the new charter was to have been discussed by » 
the Synod of all the bishops, but their meeting was twice postponed. The 
government called a meeting of the Holy Synod beginning March 1 in which 
the church received the new charter from the hands of the Prime Minister 
with no opportunity to amend any of the provisions. 


According to the charter, the highest authority in the church is the Synod 
of the Hierarchy, composed of all bishops. But for the next three years 
almost all the powers of the hierarchy are to be exercised by a permanent 
synod of 10 bishops which will be appointed by the one instituted by emer- 
gency law in 1967. 

EPS 


CHURCHES" ‘RESPONSE TO NEED TOLD 
BY WCC DEVELOPMENT EXPERT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A group of experts in economic and social development will 
meet in Montreal, Canada in May to exanine reactions to the report of the 
Beirut Conference on World Co-operation for Development, and to identify 
the most crucial issues that need further study and implementation. 


This information was contained in a speech made by Mr. C.I. Itty, chairman 
of the World Council of Churches’ Staff Working Group on Development. He 
was one of three speakers at a Colloquium on World Development held at. the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization in Rome, March 5, attended by 80 top 
representatives of religious, government and international organizations. 


Speaking on "The Churches Respond to World Need", Mr. Itty described colla- 
boration between the World Council and the Roman Catholic Church through 
the Joint Committee on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX), 


In addition to. co-sponsoring the Beirut consultation, SODEPAX is working 
on peace and world community, theological issues related to development and 
peace, and dialogue with men of other faiths. 


A world consultation is set for the first part of 1970 to determine a 

strategy for Christian involvement in efforts for peace, Mr. Itty said. 

Among pertinent theological issues needing discussion he listed conceptions 

of man and society, the purpose of history, and. the meaning of. "the good life". 
Ethical questions relate to the means and methods of achieving development 

and peace. 


SODEPAX is now gathering a team of regional experts, he told. the. Rome 
meeting, to advise on education and action programmes at regional and national 
levels. 


The World Council of Churches is putting its major emphasis on education, said 
Mr. Itty. . This includes education of its constituency on the challenge of 
economic justice, communication to society at large to create public opinion 
favourable to.development programmes, and encouragement of pressure groups 

to bring Christian convictions to bear on those in decision-making positions. 


People engaged in development education in Western Europe will be brought 
together in May to discuss how this can best be done. 
EPS 
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AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND CHURCHMEN 
GIVE DEVELOPMENT PRIORITY 


Melbourne, (EPS) -- The Australian Council of Churches has voted to launch 
a long-range campaign to make Australians more conscious of the nation's 
responsibility to assist the less well-off countries. Asia will be a 


particular focus of the campaign, approved at the annual council meeting 
on February 18. 


"The responsibility cannot be wholly discharged by donations from individuals 
for the efforts of voluntary agencies", the council said. "It involves as 
well the revision of national policy, especially in regard to trade and tariff." 


Earlier the council approved a self-tax for aid which will encourage church 
members to contribute the difference between present government aid expendi- 
tures and the UN target of 1% of gross national product. The council was 
told that a 3% rise in personal individual income taxes would achieve the 
UN target. 


Details of the programme will be worked out by the executive committee. 
It may be possible to employ an Asian expert to plan educational and political 
action, it was stated. 


New Zealand Methodists Act 


The Conference of the Methodist Church of New Zealand has passed a resolution 
calling on church members to commit themselves to give a definite and increas- 
ing percentage - at least up to 1% of their annual incomes - to overseas aid. 


The International Affairs Committee was asked to provide a commitment form 
and to receive reports by June 30 on what action has been taken. 


Government is requested to provide a contribution of 1% to the developing 
countries by 1970, through international agencies and bilateral arrangements. 


And Methodists in exercising their votes at the 1969 election are asked to 
take into account the position of the various political parties on the issue 


of overseas aid. 
EPS 


SODEPAX ASSISTANT IS TAIZE BROTHER 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Brother Christopher, 45, a member of the Taizé Community in 
France, began work March 3 at the Ecumenical Centre here as assistant to 
Father George Dunne, S.J., who is secretary to the Joint Committee on Society 
Development and Peace (SODEPAX) between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches. Trained as a lawyer, Brother Christopher (Walter 
von Wachter) was legal adviser to the Lutheran Church of Bavaria before he . 
joined Taizé in 1960. With other Taizé brothers he has lived in small mission 
communities in England, Sweden and Germany. In 1966-67 he was part of the 
mission to Chicago's black ghetto. He speaks German, English, French and 
Swedish. 

EPS 
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Special Feature 


THE TAIZE COMMUNITY: VISIBLE SIGN OF UNITY 


by Claudette Marquet 
Staff.Writer 


Although statistics indicate that about one-third of the world's population 
is Christian, priests and pastors know full well that these figures do not 
reflect the actual situation. The indifference towards Christianity is. con- 
stantly increasing. How to preach and live, the. gospel today is. a question. 
which is. becoming more and more acute for those who believe that the story 
of God's saving action in history is crucial for all men, and cannot remain 
the monopoly, of .a few. 


When one goes to,.Taizé, a small village in Burgundy, Central France, centring 
around a Romanesque chapel, it almost seems. as if this question does. not 
exist, or rather that the answer has already been found at least in part. 
Approximately 200,000 persons from nearly every country in the world visit 
Taizé every year, including thousands of young people. Some spend a few 
hours, others a few days on the hill there. What do they find? 


First of all they observe men who have taken vows to devote their entire lives 
to the service of the Lord of the Church. There are about 70 of them = 
French, Swiss, German, Dutch, English, American, Swedish - Lutherans, Reformed 
Episcopalians; only 10 have been ordained. They have no objection to being 
called "monks" because they have taken the three vows characteristic of every 
religious order: obedience, celibacy and poverty. 


It all began during the Second World War. Roger Schutz, a pastor in Geneva _ 
whose mother came from Burgundy, wanted to aid political refugees. He there- 
fore installed himself at Taizé, on the edge of the "free zone" in France. . 
He was driven away, by the. Gestapo. But in 1945 he returned with three other 
young men who had felt a similar call. Their first project was to care for 
20 war orphans. 


By 1948 five brothers were working at Taizé. Then at Easter, 1949, seven 
committed themselves for life. This was the beginning of the Taizé Community 
20 years ago. Pastor Schutz became Prior of the Community and everyone calls 
him Brother Roger or Brother Prior. 


"We knew that the Reformation Churches had never resumed monastic life after 
Martin Luther broke with the community life of his order", said Brother Roger. 
"But we fought it. important to form a community as a sign of unity and 
ecumenicity,' 


That is what.strikes one about Taizé: it is a sign of unity. Christians are 
a long way. from visible unity, despite their efforts at rapprochement and the 
good results achieved. But these 70 brothers are already humbly bearing 
witness to the fact that Christian unity is possible. 


The Choreh of the Reconciliation, built in 1962, has a crypt containing two 
chapels - one Roman Catholic, the other Orthodox. Moreover, there are now 
four Franciscan brothers and four Orthodox priests sharing fully in the life 


f Taizé. 
of Taizé aot) 
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They realize many problems remain unsolved, doctrinal differences persist, 
and inter-communion is not yet possible. 


"We know", says Brother Roger, "that Christian unity cannot achieve the unity 
of all within a single Church. Even in the Early Church there were always 
groups which did not desire unity. One has only to read the Epistles of 

St. Paul. But our vocation as baptized Christians is to be a catalyst for 
unity wherever we are, in the secular world as well as in the Church. The 
unity of the Church will be given". 


The brothers are furthering unity at Taizé, and in small groups of two or 
three at Recife in Brazil, in Chicago, Abidjan, and Burgundy itself where 
they work side by side with men in the agricultural trade unions "for the 
sake of the Risen Christ". 


That is undoubtedly what makes the deepest impression on the young people 
who visit the Community: the seriousness of the brothers’ commitment, the 
liturgical life (they meet three times a day for Offices), the work they 

are doing (one is a potter, another a doctor, another a theologian, another 
a mason), their altruism. Although it is almost impossible for them to live 
in actual poverty in France today, they have no personal possessions but 
share everything in common. 


The form and the existence of the Taizé Community may be contested. Some 
Protestants object to the apparent "return to Catholicism"; others criticize 
the "success" of Taizé, which seems to have become a popular attraction. 


It must, however, be remembered that the brothers always stress the pro- 
visional nature of their Community, although their vocation is for life. 

"Our Rule, our liturgy, are timid instruments to enable us to hold fast in 
the hope of unity", wrote Prior Schutz in one of his works entitled Unanimity 
Amid Pluralism. And on the door of the Church is a small notice which reads: 
"The form of our common prayer is provisional, with a view to unity". 


No, Taizé makes no claim to offer salvation to men or the Church. Its aim 
is to promote unity among men and among the churches, and it awaits the 
visible unity of all Christians in prayer and hope. 


"T like to pray to God in the following way", said Brother Roger: "'Thou 
dost not ask us to accomplish prodigious tasks which are beyond our capacity. 
Thou askest us simply to understand how to live together with men, that is 
all. To live; I do not say to love - that is already too hard. Simply: 
how to live'". 

EPS 


(For photos, see Photo Oikoumene page 16.) 
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Special: Report 


FIRST RHODESIAN URBAN CHURCH CONSULTATION 


by Seavy A. Carrol 
‘United Methodist Church in Rhodesia 


Rhodesia'’s population grew by almost half-a-million in half a decade, 
according to government estimates. By June 1968 it stood at 4,410,000. 
Salisbury, the largest city, has 383,500 (23% whites). Bulawayo, second 
in size and industrially minded, has 271,300 (19% whites). Smaller cities 
are also growing rapidly as the boys and girls "go to town". 


Evidence that the Church in Rhodesia is beginning to notice the population 
shift from the farms and villages to urban areas can be found in the First 
Rhodesian Urban Church Consultation held recently in Salisbury. More than 
130 persons, including visitors from Zambia, South Africa, Tanzania, Malawi, 
Botswana and the United States, spent four days analysing "The Church's 
Mission in Rhodesian Towns". They met in Ranche House College at the invita- 
tion of the Rhodesian Christian Council which had the co-operation of. 20 
‘churches. Present was a large Roman Catholic delegation. 


Poverty, overcrowding, lack of amenities and the absence of adequate "care" 
structures to meet the needs of urban centres emerged as a major problen, 
and it was given special attention in the various discussion groups. 


A majority of the participants confessed little awareness of the growing 
problems of urbanization, and all agreed on the need for an exchange of 
information and co-operation between churches as they seek to approach the 
urban scene. _ 


“Tt was felt that urbanization has not reached the acute stage yet, but the. 
“nation is in a period of transition in which many people in the towns pre=- 
serve their links with the country. 


Heeding the admonition of Dr. Paul Léffler, former World Council, of Churches 
staff member, that the churches must plan now if they would be ready for 

the day when one-half the world's population will live in urbanized areas, 
participants at the consultation tried to assess what the future might require. 


At this point there was a basic difference in theological understanding of 
the task of the Church, not only between members of different denominations 
but among those belonging to the same denomination. 


Some, stressing the evangelical aspect of the Church's mission, said the aim 
is to gather believers into fellowship. They feared that a preoccupation 
with social and economic needs would lead to the neglect of evangelism. 

Others saw the Church's role as that of a transforming agent in human society; 
they questioned the relevance of the traditional "residential" church. 


The consultation drew up a list of "Seven Needs for Rhodesia", given in the 
following order of priority. 


- Home visitation. A house-to-house visitation of the urban area of 
Dar-es-Salaam conducted by the major denominations was cited as a 
model for action. Such a parish census, made by lay people from 

(more) 
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different churches working together, would provide much needed in- 
formation and also serve as a basis for further ecumenical co-operation. 


- Conference and training centre. The need to train lay people to co- 
operate in the Church's mission in urban society was given high 
priority, highlighting the necessity for new facilities in several areas. 


- House churches. These provide a place where Christians, either de- 
nominationally or ecumenically, can meet once a week for Bible study 
and prayer, usually under lay leadership. In Dar-es-Salaam the pro- 
gramme of study is prepared for the whole year by an ecumenical team, 
and models are provided by the Christian Family Movement. 


- Study and research. Most participants saw the need for research, 
particularly on real conflicts arising from the encounter between two 
or more cultures. 


- Town and country planning. Special attention to the needs of new 
urban populations requires joint planning of church building programmes. 


- Industrial mission. Here again the emphasis was on training lay leaders 
and working with those involved in industry to help them apply their 
Christian faith. 


- Community and youth centres. The churches should co-operate with local 
governments and with each other to provide amenities and to aid the 
development of the growing community. 


An assessment of the Church's resources to deal with these problems showed 
the churches already working together in two national groups. The Rhodesia 
Christian Conference was the original ecumenical body and is largely 
missionary in structure, meeting every two years. The Christian Council of 
Rhodesia, meeting annually, has an African as full-time executive secretary 
and conducts a number of ecumenical projects, including youth and urban work. 
Some churches belong to both bodies. In addition there are local councils of 
churches and Ministers' Fraternals in various localities. 


One of the most interesting recommendations to emerge from the Salisbury 
consultation called for the establishment of a Central and Southern African 
Urban Committee to promote the urban and industrial interests of the Church, 
The idea met with a warm reception, and delegates are already being sought 
from the councils of churches (or similar bodies) of the various countries 

of Southern Africa. The committee will be part of the Urban Africa Programme 
of the All Africa Conference of Churches directed by the Rev. Philip Bloy. 


It was also suggested that the heads of denominations in Salisbury and other 
urban centres meet informally at regular intervals to discuss common problems 
and do over-all planning. Implementation of their decisions would be carried 
out by an ad hoe task force set up for this purpose. 


The report of the consultation will be sent to all heads of churches together 
with a suggested structure for joint action. After they have had time to 
consider these recommendations, they will be invited to an informal meeting 
of all heads of denominations in Salisbury and Bulawayo. 


Among guest speakers at the consultation were the Rev. L. Swantz, urban 
secretary in Dar-es-Salaam, who spoke on "New Patterns of Urban Ministry in 
Africa"; the Rev. Dale White, director of the Wilgespruit Centre in South 


(more) 
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Africa, speaking on "Biblical Perspective for Urban Mission"; the Rev. John 
Rankin, head of training for industry and commerce, Mindolo Ecumenical 
Foundation, Kitwe, Zambia; and Dr. Nagaile Riley, secretary, Department of 
Urban Ministries of the United Methodist Church in USA. © The latter was” 
visiting Rhodesia because Salisbury had been chosen as, one of 12 key cities 
to be assisted under his Board of Missions Quadrennial Programme. 


Planning of the consultation was under the guidance of Dr. Norman Thomas, 
executive secretary for urban evangelism for the Christian Council of Rhodesia. 


The consultation was part of a programme made possible by contributions from 
the churches of Rhodesia, the AACC, and the United Methodist Church USA through 
the World Council: of Churches' Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee..and 
World Service. 

EPS 


PHOTO. OIKOUMENE 


Opposite: (420) Dr. Eugene Carson Blake (second from left), WCC general secre- 
tary, and three other Council staff members at Geneva airport March 1. about to 
leave for Cairo, first stop on a five-nation Middle East tour (see page 2). 
Left to right: Dr. Stanley Samartha, Dr. Blake, Father George Tsetsis and 
Wilbert Forker. 


Film about WCC's Uppsala Assembly made by, Radio Sweden won the “Ecumenical 
Prize" at recent Monte Carlo Film Festival. (421) Folder announcing "Behold... 
All Things New" and 9(422) Director Lauritz Falk plotting sequence using pop 
art panels by Corita. 


Back page: ‘This series of pictures of Taizé, the Protestant monastic com- , 
munity in Central France, was made by Peter Solbjergh¢j of Denmark, assistant 
in WCC Film/Visual Department. All photos are available at a handling charge 
cof $b6253 [L0/-dye0SeFr./DMo5 en) 10% 


(423) Every Sunday morning the Eucharist is celebrated in the Church of the 
Reconciliation, focal point of community life. On this occasion the Communion 
table is moved to the centre of the church. (424) One rule at Taizé is that 
each brother must earn his living, with money going to the community. Some 
work outside, others like the printer and the potter (427) work in the com- 
munity itself. (425) Before Sunday morning service a brother lights the 12 
candles in the choir. (426) The brothers participate in the evening Office, 
a simple service including the singing of a psalm, a passage of Scripture, 
a hymn and intercessions. (428) An informal picture of the prior, Roger 
Schutz, 54, with his dog Tosca. (429) The congregation comes forward to 
receive bread and wine. (430) At Easter novices may take the three traditional 
monastic vows of poverty, celibacy and obedience. Brothers in black are 
Franciscans or Orthodox priests (see page 10). (431) The Church of the Re- 
conciliation, built in 1962, was designed by one of the brothers as were the 
stained glass windows. (432) Young people from Switzerland, Germany, Spain, 
Italy and France crowd around Prior Roger after the service. (433) Brothers 
hastily don white robes worn only during the Offices. (434) Three times a 
day bells call to a liturgical service in provisional form with a view to” 
unity. . 
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DR. BLAKE DISCUSSES REFUGEE PROBLEMS 
WITH KING HUSSEIN AND UN ENVOY 


Amman, Jordan, March 8, (EPS) -- Mr. Gunnar Jarring, the United Nations’ 
Middle East peace envoy, and World Council of Churches' General Secretary 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake discussed here today the Middle East crisis. 


Both men were also meeting separately with leading members of King Hussein's 
government. Mr. Jarring was on a whistle-stop tour of the nations involved 
in the crisis, while Dr. Blake was visiting five nations to confer with 
church leaders, representatives of other religions and political leaders 
(EPS No. 9). He had already been to Egypt, Lebanon and Syria. 


Dr. Blake said he was impressed by the "frankness and sincerity" of the 
leaders who had presented the Arab case, and added that he would continue 

to seek a "just solution" to the refugee problem. His visit, Dr. Blake said, 
was also encouraging for inter-church relations. He looked forward to even 
greater co-operation between the historical churches of the East. 


Dr. Blake was decorated by King Hussein with "The Grand Cordon of the Order 

of the Star of Jordan". He discussed with the King ways in which work among 
refugees, and displaced persons could be maintained and developed until a 

just solution is found. Later Blake told churchmen he had a "clearer picture" 
of the refugee problem in Jordon than prior to his "look and listen" tour. 


As chief executive of the United Presbyterian Church (USA), Dr. Blake in 
1952 visited refugee camps here during a world survey on refugees. 


The WCC leader conferred with Prime Minister Bahjat Talhouni and the chair- 
man of Jordan's Inter-ministerial Committee for Refugees. Both said the 
government was "worried at the waning enthusiasm" of agencies supporting 
refugee work. They foresaw serious consequences resulting from a loss of 
understanding. With the passing of time the problem will become "more 
difficult to solve", they said. 


There are 775,000 refugees in Jordan (350,000 from the war of 1948 and 
425,000 from the six-day war in 1967). Only 90,000 of the total are in organ- 
ized camps, the rest living in tents and caves on the Jordanian hillside. 


Aid to Syria Flood Victims 


During a stop at Damascus March 7 Dr. Blake announced that donor agencies 
related to the World Council had forwarded 8,000 blankets and US$25,225 

to the Syrian flood appeal. General Mustafa Nabulsi, Secretary General of 
the Interior Ministry, welcomed this news. 


The World Council leader also conferred with Dr. Adib Daoud, Assistant Secre- 
tary General of the Foreign Office, and officials of Red Crescent, the 
nation's relief agency. 


In talks with leaders of the Syrian Orthodox Church, Dr. Blake told His 
Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Takuh III that he was in the Middle East to see 
what the churches can do "to alleviate the suffering of ordinary men and 
women, irrespective of their religious affiliation". He added he would also 
like to see "what practical steps can be taken to promote reconciliation and 
peace in the Middle East". 

EPS 
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TOUR OF JORDANIAN CAMP 
SHOWS REFUGEES' BITTERNESS 


Amman, Jordan, March 8, (EPS). -- World churchman Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 
was told ''taste some of the bitterness of refugee life" when he visited 
the Souf Camp 50 km north of here today. 


The WCC General Secretary was at the camp to hand over to Jordanian 
authorities 560 twin shelters housing 1,120 families. 


In a welcoming address 30-year-old Saleh Al Teeti, a refugee from the Gaza 
Strip for the second time, told Dr. Blake he would have preferred to welcome 
him to Palestine. 


Wearing a red and white spotted kafia, the young man said in eloquent 
Arabic, "Thanks for the temporary shelters, but we would have liked you 
to spend your time seeking peace, justice and truth in the area. 


"We would like the World Council of Churches to raise its voice higher for 
what is just and right", he said, "and use its influence on governments 
that supervise the politics of the whole world to see that justice is done". 


Present at the informal meeting in the camp were officials of government, 
UNRWA and representatives of the churches. 


Dr. Blake, in handing over the shelters erected at a cost: of $388,000 con- 
tributed by donor agencies of the World Council of Churches, said he was 
"delighted and distressed" to see the camp which, when completed, will 
shelter 1,600 families. 


The World Council's chief executive said he was delighted to “underline 

the great willingness" of the churches to help people living under difficult 
circumstances. But he was distressed at not being "able to take away the 
causes of the refugee problem". 


“We are distressed that you have not been able to return to your homeland, 
and we are even more distressed that your continued refugee life makes 
peace and justice in the Middle East seem a remote reality", Dr. Blake added. 


Making a tour of the Souf camp, Dr. Blake spoke, through an interpreter, to 
families in their galvanized shelters. He visited a medical clinic operated 
by the Lutheran World Federation; a youth centre organized by the YMCA; 

and a kindergarten run by Catholic Relief Services. 


Dr. Blake was in Jordan as part of his tour of five Middle East countries 
to strengthen ties with member churches of the World Council and to seek 
understanding and co-operation with leaders of other religions. He also 
discussed the crisis with government leaders and heads of State. 
: EPS 
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DR. BLAKE VISITS JERUSALEM, 
LAST STOP ON MIDEAST TRIP 


Jerusalem, March 9, (EPS) -- Christians need to hear the voice of God. "in 
times of discouragement and crisis in which we live", Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, told’ a congre= 
gation at St. George's Anglican Cathedral here tonight. 


Earlier, 30 women staged a "sit in" at the cathedral in protest against 
Israeli arrest of the Rev. Elia Khoury of the Episcopal Church in Ramallah 
in connection with the bombing of a Jerusalem supermarket. During’ the 
afternoon the women occupied the front pews and sang Anglican hymns in 
Arabic. Canon Edward Every of the cathedral staff persuaded them 'to ‘take * 
other seats before the service so church representatives and diplomats could 
sit near the pulpit. The demonstrators remained in silent a Viaggi: for their 
countryman during the ecumenical service. 


Dr. Blake was visiting Jerusalem on the last stage of a five-nation tour 
of the Middle East. While there he called upon representatives of: the’ 
WCC's member churches and also met the Mufti of Jerusalem, the Chief Rabbi 
of Israel, and the Apostolic Delegate in Jerusalem. 


Discussions relating to the return of refugees to the occupied territory 
on the west bank of the Jordan and the Jewish minorities in other countries 
were held with Acting Prime Minister General Yigal Allon. 


In his sermon at St. George's Cathedral Dr. Blake preached on John 9:29, 
recalling .how God has spoken to men down through the centuries. 


"Today we must have some sense of guidance from God", he said, "and through 
our faith God will speak". 


In a city where military activity is noticeable, Dr. Blake said, "We need 

to hear God's voice in times of discouragement and crisis in which we-live". 

And he added, "God can guide those whose general purposes are already His". 
EPS 


DETAINED ARAB PRIEST VISITED BY BISHOP 


Jerusalem, March 12, (EPS) -- Father Elia Khoury, Anglican priest detained 
by police, was visited today by his bishop, the Rt. Rev. Najib Cuba'in, - 
after Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, made representation 
to Israeli authorities. The meeting was at Ramallah near here. 


Father Khoury , a 45-year-old Arab, was arrested March 2 following a bomb 
explosion in a supermarket here. Two girls were arrested in connection 
with the explosion, which killed two soldiers. No formal charge has been 
brought against the priest, but informed sources said he was detained be- 
cause he had given the two girls a ride in his car from Ramallah. 


A delegation of Christian and Moslem leaders met government officials last 
week but received no assurance that Father Khoury would be released. A 
protest was lodged on behalf of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael Ramsey. 
Meanwhile Anglican legal advisers tried to obtain power of attorney to 
defend the priest, but their request was rejected. 

EPS 
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UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT 
IN U.S. ABOLISHED AFTER VOTE 


New York, (EPS) '-- The University Christian Movement, a national organiza- 
tion including’ the campus student groups of most Christian churches in the 
U.S., has voted itself out of existence. The decision to terminate the 
30-month-old ecumenical agency was made in Washington, D.C., on March 1 by 
the bain general committee, | 


There are no pbbns to constitute a replacement unit, although some of the 
task forcesion: specific topics operated under the UCM umbrella are expected 
to»continue. The organization will. be phased: out: by the end of. June,» 
leaving the U.S. with no affiliate of the World Student) Christian Federation. 


The UCM was’ initiated as a movement hoping to’ escape being a co-ordinating 
agency for affiliated groups. Grass-roots incentive and programming had 
been a goal, with a minimum of directives coming from top echelons. 


According to the Rev. Paul Schrading; UCM general’ secretary, the UCM had 
been unable to finance the various task forces and’ caucuses of students. 
Also it has been impossible to follow through with specific analysis of an 
Ideological Task Force which recommended more radical stances. 


Tyler Breece, Union Theological Seminary student: and past vice-president of 
UCM, said that the general committee felt that the organization had not lived 
up to its oie ear or carried: Fits with dep tae education groups and other 
projects. 


He said that UCM found itself caught in a struggle as to whether it was to 
be a: movement or an organization. Finding’ that it could not go either way, 
he said, the committee deemed it» best’ to’ disband. 


UCM, founded in September 1966, replaced the 13-year-old National Student 
Christian Federation which had been’a merger of the’ earlier United Student 
Christian Council, the Student Volunteer Movement’and the Interseminary 
Movement. A major difference was that Catholic and Orthodox student 
affiliates, who were not in’ the) National: Federation, joined UCM. 


American Baptist, Lutheran, Disciples, Moravian, United Church: of Christ; 
Presbyterian, U.S., United Presbyterian and United Methodist student move 
ments or organizations were involved. Also participating were the YMCA, 
YWCA and geographic and local campus units. 


Many denominational groups had abolished or were terminating national-level 
structures in’ favour of UCM as the representative student organization. 
: ae . EPS 


ISAL EXECUTIVE NAMED 


Montevideo, Uruguay, (EPS) --'Dr.’ Julio de: Santa Ana,;»34,:of Montevideo was 
elected executive secretary of the Commission for Church and Society in Latin 
America (ISAL) when that organization's executive board met in February. 

He succeeds Mr. Leopoldo J. Niilus, who recently became director of the WCC's 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


A Methodist layman, Dr. Santa Ana was a director of the River Plate Christian 
Study Centre before he became editor of the new ISAL publication Fichas de ISAL. 
EPS 
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CZECH CHURCH SEES 
SITUATION WORSENING 


Prague, (EPS) -- A warning of "a deepening crisis" in the nation was 
sounded by the 16th Synod of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren 
when it met here February 18-22. 


In a message addressed to the public, the synod blamed the crisis on 
"insensitive interference from outside which makes it impossible to conduct 
elections, the maintenance of yesterday's authoritatively oriented politicians 
masking their incapabilities with friendship for the USSR, uncertainty 

about the withdrawal of foreign troops, and the existence of their garrisons 
especially within the cities". 


The most serious sign of the crisis, the message says, is that "truth 
ceases to be-truth and things are not called by their proper names". 


As a result, "we ourselves may begin to say that peace cannot be strengthened 
except through increasing the military potential, that we shall reach free- 
dom through censorship, and that internationalism means yielding to the 
interests of the big powers". 


The statement sounds a ringing call to "see things as they really are and 
to distinguish truth from lies. 


"We cannot and do not want to be manipulated into standpoints not our own... 
to elect as our representatives those in whom we have no confidence, and we 
refuse any suppression of objective criticism", the synod states. 


In a separate message to Christian churches in Czechoslovakia, the Czech 
Brethren term division an obstacle to the service of man. 


The synod calls for "an internal regeneration of the Ecumenical Council" 
as a way to deepen ecumenical co-operation. Such co-operation should take) 
place at regional, district and municipal levels, they further. suggest. 


Joint work on Bible translation, work on a common version of the Lord's 
Prayer and an ecumenical hymn book might make it possible "to overcome the 
obstacles which have prevented us from coming to the Lord's Table (Communion) 
together", it is stated. 


Opposition to anti-Semitism through a study of the Old Testament. and a 
dialogue with the Jews is urged. 


A third message addressed to the church's own members asks “a new service 
to the world" and a broadened dialogue with people of other faiths. 


"Responsibility to God is also civic responsibility", this message says. 
Dr. Vaclav Kejr was elected the synod's new senior and inaugurated on 


February 19. 
EPS 
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SLOVAK CATHOLIC-ORTHODOX RELATIONS 
CITED IN FORDHAM CENTRE REPORT 


New York, (EPS) -- A statement issued jointly by the Byzantine Catholic 
and),Orthodox bishops of Slovakia, appealing for peace amid changes in the 
troubled religious life of the area, has been made public by the Centre 
for Eastern Christian Studies at Fordham University here. 


Text of the, statement, issued last December, will be published in English 
in the next issue of Diakonia, the Centre's ecumenical quarterly magazine. 


In an\effort: to end conflicts between Eastern Rite Catholics and Orthodox 
in Slovakia, the statement appeals to the teaching of the Second Vatican 
Council and efforts by Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras 

to promote religious unity. It also notes that Latin Rite parishes in the 
region are ready to help "in a brotherly manner" by allowing their own 
churches to be used for worship by other Christians. A mixed commission of 
Orthodox and Catholic representatives has been formed to settle disputes on 
particular issues, the statement announced. 


Signers of the statement inciude three Orthodox bishops: Metropolitan 
Dorotei, Bishop Nikolai and Bishop Kirill. The Uniat Catholics are 
Bishop Vasil Hopko and two priests, Fathers Stefan Ujheli and Jan Murin. 
The seventh signer, Stefan Onderko, vicar, represented the Roman 
Catholics. 


The religious situation in Slovakia was complicated by actions of Czecho- 
slovakia's earlier Communist régime. In 1950, on orders from Moscow, the 
Byzantine Rite Catholic Diocese of Presov in Slovakia was incorporated into 
the Orthodox Church under the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate. 

Many priests and bishops who opposed this move were jailed. 


Last year, when the Dubcek government released those who had survived, 
including Bishop Hopko, a demand began to grow for the return of 246 Catholic 
parishes to the Catholic Church. 


Religious and political leaders of Slovakia agreed to hold a plebiscite in 
each of the transferred parishes to let the people decide whether they 
wished to be part of the Catholic or the Orthodox Church. Some 204 parishes 
have voted to return to the Catholic jurisdiction and two to remain Orthodox. 


The joint statement acknowledges that present difficulties are a result of 
past "mistakes, persecutions and disorders". 


The bishops instruct the faithful that they "ought to be convinced that 

each priest who is sent to serve as their shepherd, has been sent by the 
proper ecclesiastical authority with the divine blessing. The laity", they 
add, "ought to receive their priest as one sent by God" and not hinder 
priests and laity belonging to the other church from fulfilling their duties. 


" ..let us strive as quickly as possible to take all steps in order that 
churches can be used according to the needs and agreements of both churches 
or by the accord established among their representatives". 

EPS 
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BIAFRA RELIEF FLIGHTS SET RECORD 


New York, (EPS) -- A record was set on flights into Biafra on the night 
of March 3 when 23 mercy flights carrying 241 tons of food and medicines 
went in under the auspices of church-sponsored organizations and the Red Cross. 


On March 3 a total of 15 flights went from the island of Sao Tome’under the 
sponsorship of European and North American religious agencies. Of these, 
four were made by American crews flying C-97G Stratofreighters operated by 
Joint. Church Aid-USA. .The other eight were Red Cross flights. 


During February, increased military interference reduced the number of 
flights to Biafra, but more recently the agencies operating from Sao\Tome® 
have attained their previous average of 10 or more a night. 


Meanwhile, in Geneva it was announced that Red Cross flights from» Fernando 
Po, recently resumed on a limited scale, have again had to» be» suspended 
owing to anti-Spanish disturbances now. going on in Equatorial Guinea. 

EPS 


RED CROSS FLIES 
BEAN SEEDS TO, BIAFRA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The International Red Cross (ICRC) is flying white bean 
seeds to Biafra for planting in an effort to boost food supplies, Mr. August 
Lindt, relief co-ordinator for Nigeria, told a press conference in Zurich on 
March 10. 


Officials in Geneva said five tons of white bean seeds had been flown to 
Biafra. Another five tons, supplied by the Netherlands, were awaiting flights. 
The ICRC was also considering airlifting maize and rice seeds, they added. 


(The World Council of Churches is co-operating closely with the ICRC in 
getting relief supplies to civilian victims of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict.) 


In Berne the Swiss Government announced it is giving one million francs 
(nearly £100,000) to the ICRC for its six-month relief programme. 


EPS 
VATICAN CREATES COMMITTEE 
TO PROMOTE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
Rome, (EPS) -- A committee for human development, to stimulate and co-ordinate 


the Roman Catholic Church's programmes for literacy, elementary education and 
the training of future leaders in the poorer nations, has been created, by. the 
Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, according to a Reuters dispatch 

from Vatican City. 


The new committee will work closely with the United Nations, particularly 
UNESCO's literacy campaign, and other organizations. : 


Father Johannes Schiitte, recently appointed assistant secretary of the Ponti- 
fical Commission Justice and Peace, will head this new committee. 
EPS 
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ECUMENICAL YOUTH SERVICE 
SEEKS THIRD WORLD LEADERSHIP 


Geneva, (EPS) -- In a move to recruit young people from the Third World 
for ecumenical service projects, the WCC Youth Department will pay the 
board. and lodging of those taking the training course for work camp leaders. 


This year the Youth Department is sponsoring 33 projects. 


"Breaking) with a tradition of former years, we have recruited a number of 
Third World students now studying in European universities", said the Rev. 
Archie Le Mone, associate secretary for Ecumenical Youth Service. "They 
will participate in the training course at Bossey near here at the end of 
April. We will cover their expenses." 


In 1970 the training course will be held at Mindolo Ecumenical Centre in 
Kitwe, Zambia, Mr. Le Mone said. The Associations for Voluntary Service 
in Kenya, Uganda and Togo will organize it, focusing on African. problems. 

EPS 


TWO SWISS CHURCHES UNITE 


Berne, (EPS) -- At a meeting of the Evangelical Methodist Church of South 
and Central’ Europe held here March 5-9, the union of the Methodist Church 
of Switzerland and the Evangelical Church was announced. The new body will 
be known as the Methodist Evangelical Church. . 


The uniting churches are both branches of Methodism established by Swiss 
emigrants who went to the United States and later returned to Europe. The 
Methodist Church of Switzerland dates from 1856, the Evangelical Church 

from 1866. © Both have a common concept of doctrine, church structure, evangel- 
ism and mission. 


The new communion has 94 parishes and 16,500 members (10,500 Methodist, 
,6,000 Evangelical). Through its membership in the Swiss’ Protestant Federa- 
tion it is a member of the World Council of Churches. 


EPS 
DETROIT YMCA, CATHOLIC YOUTH 
FREE TO SET COMMON PROGRAMMES 
Detroit, Michigan, (EPS) -- Permission has been obtained for the Catholic 


Youth’ Organization and the Young Men's Christian Association of Detroit to 
engage in common endeavours at as many levels as possible. 


Fred Noyes, president of the Metropolitan YMCA, said his organization "is 
happy that the Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit will be working with us for 
the good of the whole community". Archbishop John F. Dearden expressed 
great satisfaction when told that one more barrier separating Christians 
had been eliminated. 
-orLEPS 
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MOSLEM/CHRISTIAN MEETING AGREES DIALOGUE NEEDED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Twenty representatives of the Moslem and Christian religions 
from 10 nations met together from March 2-6 at Cartigny near here. 


They agreed on the need for constructive conversation in order to understand 
each other's faith more fully, and they suggested that conversation must be 
carried on at several levels. 


Among the factors that make such dialogue desirable, they listed the following: 
- the common historical roots of the two faiths; 


- the need for each faith to exercise self-criticism and to listen 
to the questions and misunderstandings of the other; 


- the increasing movement of people of various religious persuasions 
which produces misunderstandings when groups with different tradi- 
tions live side by side; 


- the special responsibility both religions bear to the problem that 
exists in Palestine, and their common interest in its peaceful and 
just solution; 


- the imperatives within each religion, making necessary its involve- 
ment in development, justice and peace. 


The meeting in Cartigny was chaired by Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the 
WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat. 
EPS 


1970 WEEK OF PRAYER THEME SET 


Berlin-Spandau, (EPS) -- In keeping with the present emphasis on Christian 
responsibility for the world, the theme for the 1970 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity will be "We are workers with God" (II Cor. 6:1). 


A group of 15 persons representing the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion 
of Christian Unity and the WCC Faith and Order Secretariat agreed on this 
theme at a recent meeting in the Johannes-stift here. Chairing the meeting 
were Father Jerome Hamer and Dr. Lukas Vischer. 


A letter containing practical suggestions for the 1970 observance will be 
sent soon to WCC member churches, the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conferences 
and national Christian councils. 


Before the year is over it is hoped to reach agreement on a common date 

for the observance. Most churches use January 18-25 each year. However, 
the churches in Germany prefer the week before Pentecost. Contacts will be 
strengthened with other groups sponsoring annual prayer days, such as the 
Evangelical Alliance in Germany and the Women's World Day of Prayer. 


The group which met here stressed the urgent need for a truly ecumenical 
hymn book. If the present book, Cantate Domino, is revised - as the» WCC 
Executive Committee agreed in Tulsa - the new edition should include hymns 
from the Roman Catholic tradition, it was held. 

EPS 
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GREEK PRIMATE GETS 
VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 


Athens, (EPS)»-- Archbishop Hieronymos, primate of Athens and All Greece, 
received a’massive 65-to-0 vote of confidence by the assembled church 
hierarchy on March 8. He withdrew his resignation which he had offered 
after a wave of church criticism. 


These developments marked the closing days of a 10-day plenary assembly 
of all Orthodox bishops called to receive a new church charter decreed by 
the government’ (EPS No. 9). 


According to the Athens paper Ethnos, several bishops complained at the 
assembly that the new charter was uncanonical, and they asked for a thorough 
examination of each article by a bishops" committee. Other bishops, accord- 
ing'to Ethnos, criticized Archbishop Hieronymos for not having reported to 
the bishops: his own initiatives and the activities of his 10-member synod 
during his 22 months as primate. Prof. Hamilcar Alivisatos, president of 
the Athens Academy, had plead for a full discussion of the charter in a 
‘sletter published by the paper Estia prior to the assembly. 


Mount Athos Monks Protest 

Meanwhile on Mount Athos the chief abbot of the Orthodox Monastic Republic 
has appealed to Christians to protest against a government decree giving 

the civil governor authority over the Republic of Mount Athos. In future, 
decisions of the monastic administration must be submitted to the governor 
in writing for his approval. He will have control over property, relics, 
treasures and libraries of the monastery, and will be entitled to investigate 


the monastery on grounds of suspicion, without legal authorization. 
y EPS" 


DUTCH GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSAL TO STOP 
CHURCH PAYMENT. REJECTED 


The Hague, (EPS) -- The Dutch Minister of Finance has proposed to Parlia- 
ment that the government should stop paying 3% million Dutch guilders 
($971,000) annually to the churches in the Netherlands. This is a state 
‘contribution to salaries, family allowances and pensions of clergymen. 


The finance minister proposes to pay the churches a lump sum of 50 million 
Dutch guilders and then cut this last tie between Church and State. The 
government's annual contribution has constituted only about 1% of the funds 
for clergy support, the churches themselves paying 300 million a year. 


The annual contribution dates back to the constitution of 1815, before 

which “the State paid almost the entire salaries of ministers and priests 

‘of ‘recognized churches. This was to compensate for the State's having taken 
many church possessions. 


Both the Roman Catholic Church and the Dutch Reformed Church in the Nether- 
lands object to the new proposal and favour a new regulation by which the 
government ‘subsidizes church activities in the social and cultural fields. 

In a democracy, it is felt, the government should support private initiatives 
without trying to influence them. The churches, while favouring separation 


of Church and State, feel their initiatives are not subsidized as much as 


other social programmes. 
EPS 
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NEW PRESIDENT OF WEST GERMANY 
IS STRONG CHURCH SUPPORTER 


Frankfurt, (EPS) -- The new President of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Gustav Heinemann, has been an active Protestant for many years, and has 
played an important part in the ecumenical movement. 


He is at present a member of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) and an officer of the Protestant Kirehentag (Church Day). 


From 1947 to 1961 Mr. Heinemann was a member of the World Council of 
Churches' Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


At a meeting between EKD Council members and a delegation from the WCC in 
October 1945, he was one of those signing a statement in which the German 
churches confessed their guilt "for not witnessing more courageously, not 
praying more faithfully, not believing more joyously and not loving more 
ardently" under the National Socialist régime. 


At the EKD's constituting assembly in 1948 Mr. Heinemann was elected president. 


Bishop Dietzfelbinger of Munich has paid tribute to his sober judgment and 
farsightedness. Bishop Kurt Scharf of Berlin noted there was nothing 
narrowly confessional about him. "A man of this kind can create confidence 
which will bridge differences between generations, parties and confessions", 
he said. 

EPS 


MISSOURI SYNOD REPORT 
PRAISES LUTHERAN FEDERATION 


St. Louis, Missouri, (EPS) -- The Lutheran World Federation, despite weak- 
nesses and problems, has in its 22-year history greatly stimulated the 
doctrinal awareness of world Lutheranism, according to a report prepared 
for the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (USA). 


After an intensive study, the Commission on Theology and Church Relations 
concluded that "weaknesses and apparent inconsistencies in some of the member 
churches" are responsible for the LWF's difficulties. 


The report will serve as a basis for a decision regarding LWF membership 
to be made at the 1969 Synod of LC-MS. 


The Lutheran World Federation is a "free association" of churches, which 

does not legislate for the churches, exercise churchly functions on its 

own authority, interfere in the internal affairs of member churches, or act 
on behalf of member churches except when authorized to do so, the report said. 


In the federation, member churches have an opportunity "to instruct, encourage, 
and admonish one another in regard to the evangelical discipline that bona 
fide subscription to the Lutheran Confession calls for". 


(more) 
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At the initiative of the churches, the LWF assists them to "perform their 

own proper tasks and fulfil their own responsibilities". It also promotes 
co-operation in study "as a means of overcoming such differences as exist 

and of attaining the unity which is necessary for church fellowship". 


The doctrinal basis which determines eligibility for membership in the 
LWF is proper and sufficient, the report states. 


The LC-MS already co-operates in LWF relief programmes and study projects, 
with limited co-operation in missions, education and the use of mass media. 


EPS 
COLLOQUIUM ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CALLS FOR MORE EDUCATION OF OPINION 
Rome, (EPS) -- The churches' responsibility to assist in the development 


of Third World nations was repeatedly stressed at the first Colloquium on 
World Development held here. Some 90 persons heard a team of experts say 
that while they appreciate all the religious organizations have done, they 
hope for much more. 


Bernard T.G. Chidzero of Rhodesia, director of the Commodities Division 

for the UN Commission on Trade and Development, cited the "extreme importance" 
of the churches’ role in solving the hunger, education and other problems 

of these nations. He specifically noted the "moral reasons for aiding the 
development of people", and challenged the churches to find more ways to 
"impel all of us to move forward in this drive". 


A.H. Boerma of Holland, director-general of the Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation, called for the creation of a “climate of opinion" wherein the con- 
sciences of people of the rich nations may be awakened to their moral obliga- 
tions to assist in the orderly development of the less fortunate nations. 


C.I. Itty of the World Council staff explained what the WCC is doing (EPS 
Bo. Sy 


The colloquium was set up by a committee chaired by Dr. J. Robert Nelson, 
chairman of the Working Committee of the WCC's Faith and Order Commission 
who is teaching this term at the Gregorian University. The two church 
liaison officers who deal with the FAO, D. Alan Keighley of the WCC and 

Msgr. Luigi Ligutti of the Holy See, assisted in preparations. Among the 
participants were Dr. Richard Fagley of the CCIA, the Rev. Philip Land, S.J., 
of the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, Mr. Joseph Annan of the 
World Food Programme,’ and Mr. Donald Tweddle of the Freedom from Hunger 
Campaign. 


Although it had previously been announced that this colloquium would stand 
as a single event, speakers Charles Weitz and C.I. Itty declared that it 
had the potential to become a continuing effort, and suggested similar 
meetings should be held in other large cities. 

EPS 
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Special Report from the U.S.A. 


BLACK ECUMENICAL POWER 
by Ernest Boynton 


A pressure bloc has been formed in the Christian churches of the United 
States. It is bold, resolute, and black. It asks no favours. But it 
demands position and influence, a share of ecclesiastical power and an end 
to hypocrisy within the Church. . | 


"We aren't begging any more", says the Rev. A, Cecil Williams, a San 

Francisco minister to hippies and homosexuals who is active in Black Methodists 
for Church Renewal. "Black men are organizing for the power to determine 7 
their own future in the Church", he said. - 


The surge of defiance and determination, born of the blacks" rising disen- 

chantment with continued white domination and paternalism in the churches, . 
has let loose a "black power" avalanche throughout the nation's Christian 
terrain. 


It disturbs some white churchmen and provokes charges of black separatism... 
But it has also in many cases yielded solid results in terms of greater 
status for blacks in church operations. 


"What we're seeing is the resurrection of a whole race, and it scares some 
people", said the Rev. Ray Schroeder, leader of a "crisis" team in. the. 
American Baptist Convention. "Of course, a lot of people were upset about 
the resurrection of Jesus, too", he commented. His remark came after. blacks , 
in force had extracted concessions from the ABC last year. 


The movement drawing black clergy and laymen into firm strategic alliances... ;. 
has spread to most major Protestant denominations in the U.S. The year 1968 
saw the formation of black units among Lutherans, Baptists and Episcopalians. 
Earlier, groups had been formed among United Methodists, United Church of 
Christ, and Unitarian Universalists, and Presbyterian churches. 


The Black Catholic Clergy Caucus dates from April 1968, and black. nuns banded. 
together in the National Black Sisters at a meeting in Site shurghin Penn-. 
sylvania last August. 


Interdenominationally, the black caucuses and black churches co-operate, . 
through the National Committee of Black Churchmen (NCBC), which held.its 
first national convention in Dallas, Texas, November 1-3, 1967. Initially 
it was known as the National Committee of Negro Churchmen, but the name was 
changed in 1968. 


One of its founders, the Rev. Benjamin F. Payton, president of Benedict 

Go Lege in Columbia, South Carolina, termed the int erdenominational coalition 
"an effort to relate to the Black Power movement without .adopting a philo-. 
sophy of separation or black supremacy". . 


"Our definition of Black Power is the power to participate", Dr. Payton 
explained. 
(more) 
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In religious quarters the new drive has fostered black consciousness and 
self-esteem... It) demands .a. stronger black voice throughout the churches 

and representation at decision-making levels. It honours black history 

and culture. It suggests the need to "brown Jesus Christ up a bit". It 
cherishes African-oriented modes. of worship... It chants, "Black is beautiful". 


Historian Vincent Harding of Atlanta, Georgia, says the new movement "may 
be ;the.beginning of .true corporate health-and integrity for black people", 
which ,some feel.is a prerequisite for genuine interracial community. 


Today NCBC has a membership of more than 700 black churchmen from nearly 

a score of denominations, including. the major,black Baptist and.black Metho- 
dist»churches. As.an.umbrella,for all these groups, the committee. intends 
to be;an ecumenical power force, to do what individual black caucuses are 
unable. to'do on) their own, according to.Dr. Edler Hawkins,. former. moderator 
of the United Presbyterian. Church, and a:newly elected member of. the World 
Council,of Churches’. Central Committee. 


Bishop Herbert Bell Shaw of the African Methodist. Episcopal. Zion Church, 
president of NCBC, has called on the group to evolve "a message and a dynamic 
leadership for. the peculiar and,urgent needs.of the black. people". 


Newest addition to the roster of black religious groups is Concerned Black 
Seminarians, formed when 300 persons gathered at. Boston University School 
of Theology in November 1968. 


"The mission: imperative of, the Black Church, must; be the total, spiritual 
development of black people", said, its, chairman McKinley, Young. |'This 
necessitates the development of economic solidarity, political soundness 
and community awareness. | 


"The black clergyman must assume the militant...posture of the black prophet- 
priest taking upon himself the yoke of, the suffering) servant, as he leads his 
people into’ community", said, Mr. Young, defining, the,militant. as one. who 
recognizes and is prepared to combat a perilous situation. 


Members of the Association of Black, Lutheran Churchmen, including ministers 
from three Lutheran bodies, have been critical of their churches". failure to 
win over black people for Christ's Church because of their fear that white 
churchmen would leave. 


"We must, overcome this fear in the interest of a strong and true proclama- 
tion of the Gospel we have,been ordained to preach", said the Rev. Cyril 
Lucas of Sacramento, California.. 


The 91-member Black: Presbyterians United hits the church's emphasis on the 
middle-class at the expense of its ministry to the poor, alienated and 
oppressed; also the lack of parity in salaries of black and white clergymen. 
But the black churchmen's movement is far. more than a means of marshalling 
black forces to shape denominational policies. It also hopes to change 
basic attitudes of whites towards blacks, of blacks towards whites, and of 
blacks to each other. 

(more) 
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"We've had a monkey on our back", said Cecil Williams. "We wanted to be 
white, so we could only feel inferior and hate ourselves. Whites had 
messed us up. 


"Now we have got to be de-programmed", he added. “Let us boast a little 

and say, ‘Thank God, I'm black’. We want to look at black history and 
appreciate our heritage. Once I know I'm somebody and love and accept myself, 
then I can move on to accepting other human beings. Once the masses of blacks 
accept themselves and know they count, then we can move on to genuine re- 
conciliation". 


Another black churchman has expressed his conviction that "it is in the 
process of becoming a people that we will find the resources for dealing 
with the economic and political problems...not the other way around. I 
don't believe we are going to be able to use economic and political instru- 
mentalities for dealing with our problems until we get through this identity 
crisis - this cultural problem of understanding who we are: what kind of 
people we are; what our experience in this country means; what it counts 
for in terms of revolutionary struggles". 


He believes black churchmen, who can give a theological analysis of man's 
humanity and his experience, must take the lead in this search for identity. 


Asked what biblical images need to be projected by black churchmen, Father 
Lawrence E. Lucas, associate in a Roman Catholic Church in Harlem's black 

community, stressed: "an emphasis on the living black Christ now calling 

and gathering His people, black people, for the reformation of themselves 

and through them the country and the world". 


"Not only the peace that Christ has come to bring but also the violence 
involved in creating a true and meaningful peace", he termed important. The 
image of the New Man and the New Community...the concept of messiah and the 
need for a black messiah...the concept of resurrection as a source of power 
and glory - these are some of the biblical images that need redefinition, 
according to Father Lucas. 


At its last meeting NCBC determined to work at the problem of a black theology 
and appointed a task force to investigate the subject thoroughly. 


They may. well discover, as Dr. Gayraud S. Wilmore Jr., chairman of the Divi- 
sion of Church and Race of the United Presbyterian Church, has predicted, 
that "the Christian faith not only transcends ultimately the ethnocentric 
culture of the white man, but that of the black man as well; that this 
Christ, in whom there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor  “! 
female, is also neither black nor white". 
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MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 
"NOT HOPEFUL", DR. BLAKE SAYS 


London, (EPS) -- The failure of the United Nations to bring peace to the 
Middle East has led to an "apparent interest" in the role that the World 
Council of Churches could play in bringing a settlement to this troubled 
region, the World Council's General Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
told a press conference here. 


Dr. Blake was interviewed at Heathrow Airport here following a 12-day 
"study" tour of the nations involved in the conflict. 


The Council's chief executive said, "Those I met on both sides did not want 
another war but a peaceful solution to the conflict. 


"Tt is not a hopeful situation", Dr. Blake added, "because of the extreme 
claims on both sides that make any possibility of adjustment really difficult 
to see". 


Dr. Blake, who last visited the Middle East in 1952 as part of a world study 
on refugees for the United Presbyterian.Church in the USA, told newsmen he 
would continue to seek a "just solution" to the refugee problem. During his 
recent visit to the Souf Camp near Amman in Jordan he spoke of his "distress" 
at not being able to "take away" the causes of the refugee problem. 


Keen interest was shown by the faculty of the Al-Azhar Islamic University 
near Cairo and by representatives of the Mufti of Lebanon in the World 
Council's continued search for co-operation with men of other religions, 
Dr. Blake reported. 


In Jerusalem he visited the Chief Rabbi of Israel, Isser Yehudah Unterman, 

who told him inter-religious dialogue should not deal with theological differ- 
ences but with the possibilities of practical co-operation. Prior to his 
appointment as Chief Rabbi, Unterman had served in Liverpool, England, MOSES 
he was a member of the Jewish-Christian Society. 


Dr. Blake told newsmen the main purpose of his Mideast tour was to visit the 
member churches of the World Council. He said the "growth in ecumenical 
interest" among these churches over the past five years was significant. 
Two members of the Council's policy committee are from Middle East churches, 
and representatives of these churches now served on various Pad Divisional 
Committees. 

EPS (See Photo Oikoumene at end of this issue 

for sample of pictures available.) 


CHURCHMEN CONFER 
ON MIDDLE EAST 


London, (EPS) -- Thirty-eight churchmen, economists and politicians conferred 
here on "justice and peace" in the Middle East at a two-day conference last 
week, sponsored by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


The conference, organized by Dr. Elfan Rees, acting director of the Commission, 
brought together authorities from the Arab countries of the Middle East, Israel, 


(more) 
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Europe and North America to discuss the problems of, and, challenges: to the 
Christian communities in the Middle East and the responsibilities: of) other 
Christian communities towards them. 


The’ fundamental needs of the region relating to’ prospects of reconciliation, 
the refugee problem, social and economic development were discussed. 


A»report on the conference, which was "private", will aid the Central Com- 

mittee of the World Council meeting in Canterbury next August in its dis- 

cussion on the Middle East and the role of the World Council in the region. 
} SBE ai sm | 198 S10 EPS 


VATICAN MISSION EXECUTIVE VISITS WORLD COUNCIL 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Archbishop Sergio Pignedoli, secretary of the Vatican Con- 
gregation for. the Evangelization of the Nations (formerly the Propagation.of 


the. Faith); visited the World Council of Churches! headquarters here March 13 
as part of a European tour to discuss. mission problems. 


He was. received) by the Staff Executive Group of the World Council and was 
greeted by Acting General Secretary Rev., Ernst, Lange in, the absence of.Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake. 


Later Archbishop Pignedoli met with staff of the WCC's Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism and exchanged information on how their respective 
divisions are organized and the functions they perform. 


The Archbishop noted that some joint projects between Protestants and Catho- 
lics are already under way. in the areas of mass communication, medical,.work 
and Bible translation. 


Responding to a question from the Rev. Philip Potter; director of the WCC's 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism, as to what other areas were "ripe" 
for joint effort, Archbishop Pignedoli said it was not possible to speak 

in general terms, but only with reference to specific projects. 


"Tn each country the mentality of the people is different", he explained. 

"It is easy for us to decide in Rome where a joint Roman Catholic-—World: Council 
project might be started, but unity efforts are more difficult at the local 
level. And this is where they must come." | 


Mr. Potter said he agreed that the real "point of co-operation" was in each 
place. He suggested it might be useful, however, "as you and we are’ in touch 
with those seeking to co-operate locally to be also in touch with each other". 
The Archbishop agreed. © | | 


Archbishop Pignedoli has been secretary of the Congregation for the Evangeli- 
zation of the Nations since June 1967. Previously he had been an Apostolic 
Delegate in Canada (1964-67) and for Central and Western Africa with offices 
in Lagos (1960-64). He has also served in Bolivia and Venezuela and for five 
years was auxiliary bishop of Milan under Archbishop Montini, now Pope Paul VI. 
EPS 
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WCC CONSULTATION SUGGESTS PRIORITIES 
FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN BRAZIL 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The bottlenecks in Brazil's socio-economic development are 
in the spheres of social change, education, health, and agriculture. This 
was stated at a consultation of the churches' planning for social service 

in that country held at the Ecumenical Centre here March 14 at the invita- 
tion of the World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service. 


Dr. I. Fonseca Torres, a leading Latin American economist, pointed out that 
Brazil's population of 90,000,000 is growing at the rate of 32% per annum 

and already represents 35% of the population of Latin America. By 1980, if 
the present trend continues, it will total 120,000,000. Thus 220,000 hospital 
beds for maternity cases would be needed. instead of the present 20,000 to 
ensure only two days of hospitalization for difficult confinements. 


About 43% of Brazil's population is aged 15 years or under, and children over 
10 are eligible for the country's work force, although for every 90 persons 
holding jobs an additional 100 are unemployed. 


Faced by these statistics, the consultation suggested that the churches’ set 
the following priorities for their social service in Brazil: 


~ Planning by regions to meet the diverse needs of this huge 
country; 


- Leadership training. Money may be available for projects but 
there may be no leaders to carry these out; 


~ Stimulating awareness of the need for social change. Little 
change is possible until conscience has been aroused; 


- Planning and research. Much money could be saved and used more 
profitably if projects are first researched in depth. 


The consultation agreed that the role of the World Council of Churches in the 
Brazilian situation was not merely to seek support for development projects 
but to help the Evangelical Confederation of Brazil to educate its con- 
stituency. It was said that although Brazilians wish to stand on their own 
feet, they do not close the door to ideas and help from the outside. 


The consultation was attended by representatives of a number of DICARWS's 
inter-related agencies in Europe. It was chaired by Mr. Vernon Littlewood 
of Christian Aid, the relief agency of the British Council of Churches. 
Others who took part included Dr. Ivo Marzall, an agronomist who is director 
of the Gurupi Community Development project; Mrs. M. Sarcinella of the 
Evangelical Confederation of Brazil's Projects Planning Committee; the 

Rev. Theo Tschuy, Latin America secretary of the WCC; and Mr. Luiz Carlos 
Weil, DICARWS's director of operations. 


During their stay in Europe, Dr. Torres, Dr. Marzall, and Mrs. Sarcinella 
have had discussions in Bonn and Stuttgart with German church agencies and 
in London with Christian Aid. 

EPS 
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EUROPEAN, SECURITY IS CONCERN 
OF PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE 


Warsaw, (EPS) -- The holding of a conference on European security at a high 
level was suggested by the Working Committee of the Christian (Prague) Peace 
Conference when it met here in mid-February. 


With the North Atlantic Treaty Organization pact expiring this year, the 

CPC called for dissolving of the East-West blocs. This must be accompanied 
by "multilateral guarantees of territorial integrity and by non-interference 
in all existing states within the blocs", it was stated. 


"We have in mind especially the case of the two German states and West Berlin. 
We urge the holding of a conference on European security", the committee said. 


Only reference to the Czechoslovak situation in the CPC information bulletin 
reporting the Warsaw meeting was a sentence which said: "The Working Com- 
mittee heard an account of the Czechoslovakian brethren on the situation in 
Czechoslovakia". Earlier, the subject had threatened to split the CPC 

(EPS No. 37, 1968). 


Other subjects on which the committee took action were Vietnam, Nigeria, 
the non-proliferation treaty, and Latin America. 


Support for a four-power effort to solve the Middle East conflict was also 
voiced. 


After declaring solidarity with the Vietnamese people who "must be free to 
solve their own problems without hindrance", the committee said: "There is 
a growing world-wide moral support of the just cause of the Vietnamese people, 
and we ask all churches and Christians to contribute to creating such an 
atmosphere in which the right and peaceful solution of the conflict will be 
possible". 

EPS 


LUTHERANS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
AFFIRM CHRISTIAN COUNCIL STATEMENT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Christian involvement in the problems of society in Southern 
Africa is the "most serious issue" facing Lutheran bodies there, the associate 
general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation declared here. 


The Rev. Carl H. Mau, returning from an extended visit to South and South- 
West Africa, said Lutheran bodies are increasingly asking themselves: "What 
is the church's legitimate and urgent task in the face of serious and highly 
complex issues facing the entire nation?" 


"Some are urging that the church limit itself to ‘preaching the gospel'", Mau 
said, “while others - certainly the majority - are saying that the gospel 
implies involvement in the affairs of the world, and therefore also in affairs 
affecting the lives of people". 


Mau was in South Africa for the biennial meeting of the Federation of Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Churches in Southern Africa (FELCSA). He also visited the 


(more) 
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three Lutheran churches in South-West Africa and congregations in the Tswana, 
Transvaal, South-Eastern, Hermannsburg, Cape Orange and Cape areas. 


In conversations with state officials, Pastor Mau said he received the 
impression that dialogue with the government concerning its policy "is 
possible and one of the most urgent tasks of the church". 


At the February meeting of FELCSA in Stellenbosch, Pastor Mau said, the 
emphasis of Lutheran churches on social problems was evident in their 
positive response to the message issued last autumn by the South African 
Council of Churches which rejects aparthetd. (EPS No. 35). 


The FELCSA statement accepted "the unity in Christ which is clearly expressed 
in the message, which is the strongest protest against all injustice and 
which emphasizes the necessity of contacts between Christians of all races". 


While noting that "the theological reasoning of the message is open to 
criticism", FELCSA said: "We accept that the differences among Christians 
on social and ethical problems may continue, but we do affirm that these 
differences may not endanger the unity of the Church as the People of God, 
nor should they obscure it". 


The Christian Council statement, Pastor Mau said, was referred to FELCSA 
member churches for study and theological evaluation. 


EPS 
AFRICAN THEOLOGIANS HEAD LIST 
OF AACC ASSEMBLY SPEAKERS 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast, (EPS) -- Distinguished African ministers and theologians 


will set the direction for the Second Assembly of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches to be held here September 1-12. 


Preaching on the assembly's main theme, "With Christ at Work in Africa Today", 
will be the Rev. Seth Nomenyo, former general secretary of the Evangelical 
Church of Togo. A member of the World Council's Faith and Order Commission, 
Pastor Nomenyo will address the more than 500 official delegates, observers; 
consultants and guests at the opening service of worship on September 2. 


Several thousand persons are expected to hear the Rev. Richard Andriamanjato, 
mayor of Tananarive and member of Madagascar's parliament, at a public ecu- 
menical service on Sunday, September 7, 


The Rev. Adeolu Adegbola, principal of Immanuel Theological College, Ibadan, 
Nigeria, will introduce one of the sub-themes of the assembly, "Working with 
Christ for the Renewal of the Church". 


Sharing in the leadership of assembly Bible studies will be the Rev. Buana- 
Kibongi, president of the independent Evangelical Church of Congo (Brazza- 
ville) and Canon Burgess Carr, Anglican priest from Liberia now serving as 
co-secretary for Africa at the World Council of Churches. 


Preacher for the closing act of worship September 12 will be the Rev. K.A. 
Dickson of the Department of Religious Studies, University of Legon (Ghana). 
EPS 
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CHURCHMEN APPLAUD APPROVAL 
OF NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY 


New York, (EPS) -- American Methodist and Presbyterian leaders applauded 
the U.S. Senate's approval of the treaty on nuclear non-proliferation and 
called for additional disarmament steps. 


Passed by a vote of 85 to 15, the treaty, which would prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons to non-nuclear nations, was expected to be speedily signed 
by President Nixon. 


The treaty has been signed by 87 countries and ratified by 10. It will go 
into effect when 40 nations ~ including the U.S., the Soviet Union and 
Great: Britain - have ratified it. 


Dr. Carl Soule, secretary of the United Methodist Office for the United 
Nations here, praised the Senate but said his church wants "miles of dis- 
armament progress to follow this short second step". The’ first step, he 
noted, was the nuclear test ban treaty in 1963. 


In Philadelphia, the Rev. Dean Lewis of ‘the United Presbyterian Church said 
the Senate's action "is an excellent first step in a genuine effort to con- 
trol the escalating arms race...we hope it will lead to more vigorous efforts 
to negotiate limitation and reduction of nuclear weapons..." 

EPS 


MRS. KING GIVES SERMON 
AT ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 


London, (EPS) -- The widow of the late Martin Luther King Jr. pleaded for 
reconciliation between the races when she preached March 16 in St. Paul's 
Cathedral here. 


"Now is the time to begin the ministry of reconciliation. Now is the time 

to challenge the racial oppression in the world. Now is the time to catch 

the spirit reflected in the life of Martin Luther King", she told more than 
4,000 people in the 260-year-old cathedral. 


Meanwhile, contributions to the Martin Luther King Foundation continued to 
come in, according to Canon John Collins, precentor of St. Paul's. It is 
hoped to raise £100,000 during the first year of the foundation's existence 

in order to give moral or material support to non-violent movements for 

civil rights, to assist or initiate projects to further good relations between 
all races in Britain, and to aid victims of discrimination or intolerance. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury is a patron of the foundation, and eight other 


Anglican bishops are among its sponsors. 
EPS 
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CHURCHES’ WITNESS IN INDUSTRY HELD 
CRUCIAL IN HONG KONG REPORT 


Hong Kong, (EPS) '-- Industry is the lifeblood of Hong Kong. It is there- 
fore the point at which Christian faith must be seen to have meaning. If 
the Church loses out in industry, it will lose its effectiveness .in Hong Kong. 


This was the substance of a report presented to more than 100 persons from 
government, industry and the church who attended the first annual meeting 
of the Hong Kong Christian Industrial Committee. 


Margaret Kane, the outgoing director of the committee, based the report’ on 

a two-year study of Hong Kong industry. In commenting on her findings, 
speakers representing industry, workers, the Church and the ecumenical move- 
ment congratulated Miss Kane and urged that the work be continued. 


Dr. S.¥. Chung, chairman of the Federation of Hong Kong Industries, compared 
labour and management to the two blades of a pair of scissors. While they: 
are inseparable, they work against each other and their interests’ clash. 
Noting that Hong Kong has had less than 20 years' experience in industrial 
relations, he held, a lack of, leadership the greatest obstacle ‘to labour's 
development. 


Joe England, lecturer at Hong Kong University, cited workers": need for) edu- 
cation, housing and representation. He felt the Church was in a position to 
help future leaders emerge. 


The Rev. Nai-Wang Kwok called on the churches to press for labour legislation 
and social security. They also should support the Christian Industrial) Com- 
mittee, he said. 


An ecumenical perspective was brought by the Rev. H.F.J. Daniel, urban- 
industrial ‘secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference. The rapidity 
of urbanization and industrialization requires the churches to plan now if 
they are to be effective in the future, he said. 


Raymond Fung, new director of the Christian Industrial Committee, announced 
two priorities for the coming year: workers' education for those with 
leadership potential, and the promotion of changes which will lead to social 
justice. This involves responding to groups that make decisions affecting 
the community, he said. 

EPS 


EKD COMMITTEE VISITS THE ECUMENICAL 
PATRIARCH IN ISTANBUL 


Frankfurt-am-Main, (EPS) -- A committee appointed by» the Council: ofthe 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) will visit Istanbul from March 15 to 22 
at the invitation of the Ecumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras I of Constantinople. 
The chairman of the committee is Dr. Adolf Wischmann (of Frankfurt), president 
of the EKD's Department of Foreign Affairs. The purpose of the visit is to 
renew the contacts with the Patriarchate which have existed ever since the 
Reformation. 

EPS 
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GERMAN AGENCY VOTES $425,000 
FOR WCC PROJECT IN BRAZIL 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Central Agency (Zentralstelle) of the German Evangelical 
Churches has announced the allocation of $425,000 (DM 1,700,000) for the 
Gurupi Community Development project in Northern Brazil (EPS No. 39, 1968), 
which member churches of the World Council have been supporting through the 
Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS). 


In its revised form, the Gurupi programme, sponsored by the Evangelical Con- 
federation of Brazil, calls for a budget of approximately $1 million. DICARWS 
“is seeking to raise the remining $575,000 from its inter-related agencies, 
chiefly in the USA, Britain, Germany, Denmark, Norway. and Belgium. 


The programme includes the resettlement of 50 families on land acquired by 

the Confederation, the development of co-operatives, health services, schools, 
adult education, assistance to settlers, a saw-mill, a brick factory, electri- 
fication, a radio station and other enterprises. 


The project is designed to benefit not only the chosen settlers but also 
hundreds of farmers scattered in the hinterland behind the community. The 
co-operative, which is in process of assuming responsibilities for the project, 
already has a membership of 1,000 families and is estimated to influence about 
15,000 persons living within a radius of 25 kilometers of Gurupi. 


The initiation of the project has led the state government of Maranhao to 
develop a new road system with Gurupi as the nexus. 


EPS 
DUTCH PASTOR CELEBRATES EUCHARIST 
AT INVITATION OF CATHOLIC STUDENTS 
Utrecht, (EPS) -- The student congregations have broken through the barrier 


of Reformed-Roman Catholic separation on the issue on inter~communion. 


On Sunday, March 9, in the large hall of the university, Roman Catholic students 
joined for the third of a series of Eucharistic celebrations led by a Protestant 
pastor. 


With the full concurrence of all Utrecht student congregations, the Roman 
Catholic students had invited Protestant university chaplains to conduct six 
Communion services during Lent to give expression to the growing fellowship 
between the churches. 


The Rev. W.J. Overdiep of the Remonstrant Brotherhood, who led the celebration, 
commented: "I believe that there is no longer a clear difference between our 
conception of the Lord's Supper and the interpretation of the Eucharist by 
our Roman Catholic colleagues". | 


Cardinal Alfrink made several unsuccessful attempts to persuade the ministers 
concerned to stop the joint celebration. An hour before the service he 
issued an order cancelling the service, on the grounds that "existing diver- 
gencies in our ideas of the ministry do not yet warrant the celebration of 
the Eucharist by a Protestant minister". The Roman Catholic students he d 
the service anyway but suspended the series to confer with the Cardinal. - 
EP 
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH TO HOLD SPECIAL 
CONVOCATION ON CHURCH'S MISSION 


New York, (EPS) -- A new pattern for church assemblies will be pioneered by 
the Episcopal Church (USA) with the calling of a special general convention 
August 31 to September 5 to "reflect on some of the, sharp, basic issues in 
contemporary life". 


"Free from the usual business of a regular convention, we will have time 

to consider in some depth great elements in the Church's life and mission", 
said the advisory committee which proposed an agenda for the special .con- 
vention. Specifically, it was suggested that "mission, ministry and. authority 
be the main agenda items. 


Dioceses have been asked to choose one woman, one member of an ethnic minority 
and one young person to attend, so that the convention will be "an assembly 
representative of the whole Body of the Church, not alone a meeting. of the 

two constitutional houses". 


This summer's meeting, to be held at the University of Notre Dame at South 

Bend, Indiana, is expected to formulate new directions and specific sugges 
tions to be passed on to the official governing body of the church when-it 

meets in convocation in Houston, Texas in 1970. 


EPS 
CHURCH OPPOSITION GROWING 
TO U.S. TIES WITH VATICAN 
New York, (EPS) -- Objections continue to be voiced by U.S. denominations 


against the establishment of diplomatic ties between the U.S. and the Vatican. 


The Lutheran Council in the USA is the latest group to send a telegram to 
President Nixon registering "in the strongest terms our opposition to any 
such representation". 


Similar expressions of disapproval were issued individually by the presidents 
of the three major Lutheran bodies associated in the Council: Dr. Robert 

J. Marshall, Lutheran Church in America; Dr. Oliver R. Harms, Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod; and Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, American Lutheran Church. 


In a one-hour televised press conference following his European tour, Presi- 
dent Nixon said he had found his conversation with. Pope Paul. "extremely 
helpful....I received information and also counsel that I consider to be. 
very important", he said. "I want that line of communication kept open". 
However, he noted, the means of doing this is still under. study. 


The Lutheran Council's telegram cited "the constitutional. separation .of 
church and state, the unfair and unnecessary representation to) only one,of 
the world faiths...and the difficulties imposed on the mission and service of 
the Church when our government deals with even one church institution asa 
temporal power". 


Earlier, several Baptist bodies had opposed the move including the Southern 

Baptist Convention, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, and the 

president of the American Baptist Convention, the. Rev. Culbert G. Rutenber. 
EPS 
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ARIZONA PROTESTANTS, CATHOLICS 
FORM ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


Phoenix, Arizona, (EPS) -= Eight Protestant denominations which formerly 
composed the Arizona Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Tucson have joined to establish the Arizona’ Ecumenical Council. 


The 30 delegates creating the new organization elected Mgr. Robert J. Donohoe, 
pastor of St. Agnes Catholic church here, as Council president. 


The Protestant groups represent 550,000 members; the Tucson diocese, about 
400,000 Catholics in nine counties. 


The churches’ will’ work through the Council in such ministries as a Skiil 
Training Opportunity programme, Migrant Opportunity programme, Migrant 
Indian ministry, Arizona Job Colleges, Inc., and with women, housing, higher 
education, welfare, labour, youth and basic education. 


Churches of the American Baptist Convention, Church of the Brethren, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Episcopal Church, Lutheran Church 
in America, United Methodist Church and United Church of Christ make up 
the council. 


State council for Texas 


Last month the president of the National Council of Churches, Dr. Arthur 

S. Flemming, and the chairman of the ecumenical affairs committee of the 

National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Archbishop John J. Carberry, 

participated in services held in Austin, Texas inaugurating the new Texas 

Conference of Churches, composed of 13 Protestant groups, 10 Catholic dioceses 

and one Greek Orthodox group. 
rn EPS 


BIBLE STUDY GUIDE FOR ASSEMBLY 
OF WORLD ALLIANCE/ICC ISSUED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- In preparation for the Uniting Assembly of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches and the International Congregational Council in 1970, a 
guide to Bible study for use in local churches is being issued this month. 


Written by Prof. Donald Mathers of Queens College in Kingston, Ontario, Canada, 
it will. appear. first in English. Translations. into German, French and Swedish 
will follow. 


A study book. for.delegates is in preparation. It deals with the main theme, 
"God reconciles and makes free", and four sub-themes on various aspects of 
reconciliation. 


Prof. Jtirgen Moltmann of Tiibingen University provides the exposition of the 
main theme. Others contributing to the book are: Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof. of 
Leyden University, Dr. George B. Caird of Mansfield College, Oxford, Dr. 
Charles West of Princeton Theological Seminary (USA), and Principal C.S. 
Song of Tainan Theological College, Taiwan. 


The 1970 assembly is scheduled for Nairobi, Kenya from August 20 to 30. 
EPS 
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MGR. WILLEBRANDS ASKS HEARING FOR YOUTH 


Rome, (EPS) -- Youth's criticism of official ecumenicity and their desire 
for spontaneous action for the promotion of Christian unity was recently 

the subject of comments by Mgr. J.G.M. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


The criticisms of youth mist not be ignored, he said, because they. show 

that the ecumenical movement has reached a crisis. However, this crisis 

may be regarded as one of the pauses which have always been typical of the 
“movement for unity. Mgr. Willebrands stressed the urgent need for new 
methods, if a fresh impetus is to be given to the churches" search for unity. 


Mer. Willebrands spoke on March 4 at the opening of, the Centro; Pro. Unione 

of the Atonement Friars in Rome. He concluded by saying: ''The movement 
towards unity is not dead, nor has it slowed down. It is continuing in new 
forms. It is the task of an ecumenical theology to discover and bring to 
light the motives and requirements of Christian unity in a strictly authentic 
and true way, amid the problems of our time. All the churches and Christian 
communities must accept their responsibility for the ecumenical movenent. in 
this situation....That is why we consider dialogue, between the, churches an 
obligation imposed by the gospel of unity". 


EPS 
AFRICAN METHODISTS STARTING 
MISSION IN BOTSWANA 
Kitwe, Zambia, (EPS) -- The Africa Central Conference of the United Methodist 


Church has decided to begin missionary efforts in Botswana in co-operation 
with the Christian Council of Botswana and the United Congregational Church 
in Southern Africa. 


News of the decision was contained in Happenings, a newsletter,serving Metho- 
dists in Congo, Rhodesia, Angola, Mozambique, South Africa. The report was 
written by Mrs. Ralph E. Dodge, a missionary serving at the Mindolo Ecu- 
menical Foundation here. 


Plans call for African teachers and nurses to be sent first; then other 
personnel, including pastors, will probably follow. Studies of educational 
and medical needs are being made by George Fleshman and Dr. Gerald Close, © 
two U.S. missionaries. 


The World Division of the Board of Missions in the U.S. has indicated it” 
will support the Botswana mission with funds and personnel. 


Previously African Methodists had provided a pastor on the island of Sao Tome 
off the coast of Nigeria. No new Methodist missions had been started in 
Africa since the opening of Congo work at the turn of this century. 

EPS 
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UN CONVENTION ON DISCRIMINATION GOES INTO EFFECT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination went into effect on March 13, according 
to an announcement by UN Secretary General U Thant. 


Appropriately enough, the action preceded by one week the annual observance 
(March 21) of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discri- 
mination, This date was fixed by the UN in memory of the Sharpeville 
(South Africa) Massacre of 1960. 


The new convention, according to U Thant, is the first UN human rights 
instrument to provide machinery to oversee its provisions. 


Thirty-one countries, including Great Britain and the Soviet Union, have 
become parties to the convention, which was adopted by the UN General 
Assembly in 1965. 


Under the convention, the parties "condemn racial discrimination and under- 
take to pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a policy of 
eliminating racial discrimination in all its forms and promoting understand- 
ing among all races". 


They agree to engage in no act of racial discrimination and to ensure that 
all public authorities and institutions conform with this obligation. They 
also pledge to amend or nullify any laws and regulations that create or 
perpetuate racial discrimination. 


On behalf of the member churches of the World Council of Churches, Assistant 
General Secretary A. Dominique Micheli welcomed the new Convention on 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, noting that the churches have had a 
long-standing interest in this subject. 


The Fourth World Council Assembly at Uppsala, for instance, said in the 
report of Section IV: "Contemporary racism robs all human rights of their 
meaning, and is an imminent danger to world peace. The crucial nature of 
the present situation is emphasized by the official policies of certain 
governments, racial violence in many countries, and the racial component 
in the gap between rich and poor nations. Only immediate action directed 
to root causes can avoid widespread violence or war". 
. . EPS 


* * * 


CORRECTION: Through a translation error a mistake was made with regard 
to the theme for the 1970 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in EPS No. 10 
(March 13). The theme should read: "We are fellow workmen for God", and 


is taken from I. Cor. 3:9. 
EPS 


No. 11 - 20th March, 1969 14 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


(435) The top mission executive for the Roman Catholic Church recently paid 
a courtesy call on the World Council of Churches (see page 3). Archbishop 
Sergio Pignedoli (centre), secretary of the Congregation for the Evangeliza- 
tion of the Nations, shares common concerns with the Rev. Philip Potter, 
director of the World Council's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, 
and the Rev. Ernst Lange, head of the Division of Ecumenical Action (right). 


(436) Attractive bulletin designed for church use at Pentecost, May 25, bears 
message from the World Council presidents. (437-8) Interior and exterior 
views of Christian pavilion for Expo '70 (EPS No. 8). (439) Mr. Leopoldo 
Juan Niilus, new director of the Commission of the Churches. on International 
Affairs (EPS No. 8). 


Back Page: During Dr. Eugene Carson Blake's 12-day tour of five Middle East 
countries early this month he conferred with leaders of WCC member churches, 
other religious dignitaries and political leaders. Following are only a few 
of those he met. (440) First stop was Cairo, where he was greeted at airport 
by (left to right) Dr. Labib Mishriki, Coptic Evangelical; Fr. Xavier Eid, 
Greek Catholic; Dr. Blake; Mr. I. Yacoub, secretary in Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs; Bishop Samuel, Coptic Orthodox. (441) With UAR Foreign Minister 
Mr. Mahmoud Riad and (442) Pope Kyrillos VI, Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church. 


(443) In Lebanon Dr. Blake was received by President. Charles Helou and called 
on (444) Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch, Theodosios VI. .(445).Leaving 
the Armenian Evangelical Church in Beirut with (centre) the Rev. H. Aharonian, 
moderator, and (top right) the Rev. Albert Isteero, general secretary of 

Near East Council of Churches. (446) Returning a visit Khoren. I, Armenian 
Catholicos of Cilicia, had made in 1967 to WCC headquarters, Geneva. (447) An 
ecumenical audience of Orthodox, Protestant and Catholic dignitaries:hears 

Dr. Blake lecture at American University, Beirut. 


In brief visit to Syria Dr. Blake is greeted by (448) the President. of the 
Syrian Red Crescent Prof. Ahamed Shatti (left). (449) He. lunched in. Damascus 
with Greek Catholic Patriarch of Antioch Maximos V (left), Syrian Orthodox 
Patriarch of Antioch Moran Ignatius Yacoub III (right). and Evangelical, 
Armenian Orthodox and other clergy. 


In Jordan, (450) a private conversation with King Hussein. (451) A visit 

to Souf refugee camp near Jerash for a chat with refugees inhabiting shelters 
erected with funds from the churches, and (452) a greeting from a young Gaza 
Strip refugee, Saleh Al Teeti, during ceremonies attended by Laurence 
Michelmore (second from right), director general of UNRWA,. and church leaders. 


In Jerusalem, (453) with the Apostolic Delegate Mgr. Capinski, and (454) the 
Mufti of Jerusalem, Sheikh Sa'ad e-Din al-Alami. (455) Visiting. a village. 
development project near Bethlehem run by NECC and (456) with Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch Benedictos I for whom Dr. Blake inscribes Uppsala Report. 

EPS 


(Photographs of Israeli Government officials and the World Council delegation 
have been delayed but will be available, together with all photographs re- 
produced here, from WCC Film/Photo Section, 150 route de Ferney, Geneva 205 
Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-; S.Fr./DM 5.- each.) 
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INTER-COMMUNION DISCUSSED 
BY THEOLOGIANS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The controversial issue of inter-Communion can be solved 
only through a renewal of Eucharistic practice, according to a select group 
of 13 Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant and Anglican theologians who met 
here this week. 


For six days they tossed to and fro the many aspects of the problem and 
prepared a.seven-chapter study paper for the Faith and Order Working 
Committee of the World Council of Churches due to meet in Canterbury, 
England during August. 


The Committee, it is understood, will forward the paper to appropriate 
agencies of the WCC member churches and related theological groups for 
further study, and it is hoped a report can be submitted to the Faith and 
Order Commission at its next meeting in 1971. 


The theologians drew up as background for the ongoing discussion a history 
of the issue dating back to Ignatius of Antioch. In their study paper they 
have linked this with the present urgency of the issue and the necessity for 
rethinking. 


Other sections of the paper are on: 


— Theological developments and signs of hope. 


- Definitions of inter-Communion, Communion and adultaetey 
to Communion. 


- A consideration of the dimensions of Communion. 
- Church practices...ancient and modern. 


- Questions raised by the ecumenical movement and radical 
changes in the Church. 


- An address. to church leaders and to radical groups. 


Working under the World Council's Faith and Order director, Dr.. Lukas ‘Vischer, 
the theologians initiated the inter-Communion study in response to the 
Council's Fourth Assembly last year in Sweden. 


Dr. Vischer told our correspondent, "As ecumenical contacts increase, the 
need to overcome the inability to share in the Lord's Table becomes even 
more urgent" i 


The Swiss-born theologian added, “If the present situation continues, there 
is the danger that the fellowship in the ecumenical movement will find ex- 
pression only in non-sacramental worship". . 


Recent developments following the Lambeth’Conference last year and in the 
"underground" churches led by some rebellious Roman Catholic priests in the 
USA have made it necessary to update the churches' attitude on inter-Communion., 


At Lambeth the bishops recommended that non-Anglicans "may be welcomed at 
the Lord's Table" in Anglican churches. They also said that Anglicans, to 


(more) 
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meet their pastoral needs, would "be free to attend" Holy Communion in 
other churches. 


Roman Catholic priests in the U.S. in their questioning of church authority 
today have conducted Communion services with Protestant ministers. Some 

who were at Uppsala last year for the World Council's Assembly took Communion 
at a Swedish Lutheran High mass. 


The Faith and Order Commission first studied the issue in Lund, Sweden, 
in 1952 and more recently in Bristol, England, in 1967. 


Those taking part in the six-day study were: the Rev. A.M. Allchin and the 
Rev. Martin Conway, England; Father Vitaly Borovoy, Russia; Dr. John D. 
Zizioulas, Greece; Father Jean Corbon, Lebanon; Father J.M.R. Tillard, 
Canada; Prof. Lewis Mudge, USA; Dr. Harding Meyer, Germany; Father B.D. 
Dupuy, Archimandrite Damaskinos Papandreou, Brother Max Thurian and Dr. Vilmos 
Vajta, France; Rev. T. Tshibangu, Congo; Dr. Lukas Vischer, Switzerland. 


EPS 
PRESIDENT NIXON MEETS 
WCC GENERAL SECRETARY 
Washington, D.C., (EPS) -- President Richard Nixon and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 


of the World Council of Churches conferred in the White House oval room on 
March 20. 


After the meeting Dr. Blake told our correspondent he met President Nixon 
to “establish general relationships for the World Council" and to reflect 
some of what he had heard on his recent five-nation tour of the Middle East. 


Dr. Blake, who was accompanied by Dr. Eugene Smith of the World Council's 
New York office and Dr. Richard Fagley of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, said President Nixon expressed interest in the World 
Council especially as it seeks to secure justice and peace in the conflict 
areas of the world. 


Dr. Blake, an American citizen, said he discussed the Middle East problem 
with the President and the role of U.S. foreign policy in the region. 


The WCC's chief executive said he hoped the U.S. would take the initiative 
not only with the Great Powers and the United Nations but also with Israel 
and the Arab States, to find a way of reducing tension and moving towards 
peace. 


Dr. Blake also met Mr. Joseph Cisco, in charge of the Middle East desk at 
the State Department. 


Dr. Blake toured the Middle East from March 1-12 visiting Egypt, Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan and Israel. During his visit he met representatives of the 
member churches of the World Council of Churches , leaders of Islam and 
Judaism, and government representatives in each nation, 
EPS 
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DELEGATION FROM U.S. CHURCH 
COUNCIL IS VISITING POPE 


Atlanta, Georgia, (EPS) -- A delegation from the National Council of Churches 
is visiting the Vatican this week. 


Bishop J.G.M. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, confirmed the visit while attending the Consultation on 

_ Church Union here. He said he hoped it would "open the doors to greater 
contacts with the Church of Rome". 


The delegation was to confer with Pope Paul March 27 and with members of the 
Secretariat for Christian Unity on March 27-28. 


The purpose of the visit was to describe to the Pope and to unity officials 
the ecumenical situation in the U.S.. The delegation also intended to raise 
specific issues such as the question of Roman Catholic membership.in the 
National Council of Churches, U.S. diplomatic recognition of the Vatican, 
and Jewish-Christian relationships. 


Other topics on the preliminary agenda were the missionary task of the Church, 
collaboration on programmes of justice and peace, mixed seminary programmes, 
mixed marriage and inter-—Communion. 


The visit was arranged by the NCC's Office of Ecumenical Affairs headed by 
Dr. Robert G. Dodds and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


Making up the delegation are Presiding Bishop John E. Hines of the Episcopal 
Church; Dr. Robert Marshall, president of the Lutheran Church in America;, 
United Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews of Boston;. Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, 
general secretary of the National Council; Dr. John W. Williams, vice- 
president of the Baptist World Alliance and pastor of a Kansas City, Missouri, 
congregation of the National Baptist Convention,of America, and Dr. Dodds... 


Catholic guests are Bishop Ernest C. Unterkoefler of Charleston, S.C., and 
Mgr. Bernard F. Law, director of the Bishops’ Committee on Ecumenical. and 
Inter-religious Affairs. 


A joint working group representing the NCC and the U.S.,.Catholic Bishops" 

Conference has been formed to work out the organizational difficulties in a 

restructured National Council of Churches... It is headed by Dr. John Coventry 

Smith, moderator of the United Presbyterian Church and a WCC president, and 

Archbishop John Carberry of St. Louis. ) 
EPS 


PRIEST ADDED TO NCC STAFF 


New York, (EPS) -- A Roman Catholic priest, the Rev. Edwin W. Geers, has 
been named assistant director of the Committee on Agricultural Missions of 
the National Council of Churches' Division of Overseas Ministries. Father 
Geers has been agricultural projects director for the Diocese of Indore, India, 
since 1965, where he planned, co-ordinated and supervised agricultural 
development projects. In his new post he will administer a programme of 
technical training for agricultural missionaries and their sponsoring agencies, 
both Protestant and Catholic. 

EPS 
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DICARWS CALLS FOR MORE FUNDS 
TO AID NIGERIA/BIAFRA RELIEF 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Divisional Committee on Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service of the World Council of Churches, meeting here March 19-21, 
urged that a new call be made for additional money to finance relief and 
rehabilitation programmes among victims of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict. 


At the Fourth Assembly of the WCC in Uppsala, Sweden, last summer, an appeal 
was made for $3,800,000 from the churches and their agencies to aid those 

in extreme distress because of the fighting. The response so far given 
through the Division has reached $2,253,765. Of this total $1,688,793 has 
been spent and the balance is committed for ongoing programmes. 


"The need for a new appeal is therefore apparent", the committee agreed, 
emphasizing that even while relief needs continue and increase, money is 
required for massive rehabilitation. 


In approving a report from its Refugee Sub-Committee, the Divisional Committee 
noted that cash and pledges for the Near East Emergency Appeal for victims 
of the June 1967 war were likely to reach the initial $2 million asked for. 
However, an additional $700,000 is needed to cover the 1969 budget. Of this 
sum, $369,000 has been received or pledged, but the remaining $330,000 is 
still being sought. Special mention was made of $400,000 received for the 
Souf Camp shelter project in Jordan from "Bread for the World", Germany; 
Church World Service, USA; Christian Aid and Oxfam, UK; the Lutheran World 
Federation; the Mennonite Central Committee, USA; and churches in Canada 
and the Netherlands. All 1,600 shelters are now on the site and more than 
half are occupied. 


Contributions to the Near East Emergency Appeal "reflected only those 
channelled through DICARWS or reported to the division". In addition there 
were contributions from churches in various parts of the world, including 
the Middle East, channelled through international organizations such as the 
Red Cross, Red Crescent, United Nations, and through governments. While no 
amount can be fixed for these contributions, they are known to be of con- 
siderable size. It is hoped to mention these contributions in future in 

an appendix to the division's financial statement. 


The Finance Sub-Committee reported the divisions's basic budget, known as 
the Service Programme, will amount to an estimated $1,841,500 in 1970. This 
is an increase of $96,000 over 1969. the Divisional Committee urged the 
participating churches and their organizations to increase their contribu- 
tions to the Service Programme and asked churches in the developing countries 
to participate as a sign of "sharing" in one fellowship. 

EPS 


RECONSTRUCTION CONFERENCE ON VIETNAM 
TO MEET IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The 50-member "Co-ordinating Conference for Reconstruction 
in Vietnam" will meet in South-East Asia during October to draw up pre- 
inary plans for the churches’ post-war aid programme in this war-torn country. 


(more) 
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The decision was taken by the Divisional Committee of Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of Churches meeting here 
last week. 


The Rev. Alan Brash, director of the British churches' relief agency, 
Christian Aid, as chairman of the division's sub-committee on Vietnam told 
the committee, "There is no intention to work solely in South Vietnam, but 
to bring Christian aid for reconstruction for the whole country. 


"After the military operation ceases we believe there will be no limit to 
the number of religious groups that can be involved", Mr. Brash said. 


Members of the Co-ordinating Conference will be drawn from church relief 
agencies interested in the rehabilitation programme, the Christian community 
in Vietnam, the East Asia Christian Conference and the World Council of Churches. 


The October meeting will seek agreement from its membership on a single 
programme in which all would co-operate. 


It is understood here that advance planning would start before a cease-fire 
so that the programme can begin at the earliest possible moment. 


Staff will be announced soon for the Co-ordinating Conference, both to 
survey possible needs in Vietnam and to canvas churches around the world 
for interest in co-operating in the programme. 


Mr. Brash also made it clear that while staff would be attached to the Asia 
desk of the Division of Inter-church Aid, the Co-ordinating Conference - 
not the World Council of Churches - would have the control. 


EPS 
WORLD COUNCIL. COMMITTEE PUSHES RELIEF, 
REHABILITATION IN NIGERIA/BIAFRA 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Relief, rehabilitation and reconciliation in strife-torn 


Nigeria/Biafra were the focus of resolutions passed March 21 by the Divisional 
Committee of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council 
of Churches. 


The Divisional Committee reaffirmed its encouragement and support to the 
WCC's General Secretary (Dr. Eugene Carson Blake) as he continues "to seek 
ways of effecting reconciliation and peace" in Nigeria/Biafra. It also ~ 
welcomed a programme for rehabilitation proposed by the Christian Council 
of Nigeria, and said it awaits similar plans from the Biafran Christian 
Council. 


In a third action, the committee reaffirmed its gratitude to relief agencies 
related to the division and to member churches of the WCC that have provided 
funds, material aid and personnel to the relief programme. 


Christians. conducting relief in Biafra were asked to revert to the former. 
name for these efforts: Biafran Christian Council Refugee Relief. The - 


(more) 
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inclusion of the words "World Council of Churches" was said tobe confusing, 
since the World Council has consistently maintained a policy of help to 
both ides | of the cour lier. 


Public TENS gt 88 Aan was asked for WCC's relief efforts in the Federal Re- 
public of Nigeria, where distribution of supplies is under the general 
supervision of the International Committee of the Red Cross. The division 
said'it was prepared to receive requests from the ICRC for support and 
competent personnel so that continuity and competence in ‘its Lagos~based 
operation could be maintained. 
See | | EPS 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
PLANS NIGERIA/BIAFRA PROGRAMME 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Lutheran World Federation's Department of World Service 
has announced plans for a long-range rehabilitation programme in Nigeria. 


A team will work in an area 60 miles from hostilities, in an Ibo section 
which separated from Nigeria in 1967 but is now back in Nigerian control. 


While Lutherans around the world, particularly in Scandinavia, Germany and 
North America, have contributed large sums of money and quantities of goods 
to the relief operation in Nigeria/Biafra, the LWF has refrained from 
starting,a specific programe. 


The possible future LWF programme was outlined here by Dr. Yvonne von 
Stedingk, head of the Liaison Office for International Personnel, 


Arrangements are being aly; she said, with "Norcap", an agricultural project 
“of the Church of Norway's Kyrkens Nodhjelp, located at Abakaliki near Enugu, 
to use its facilities as headquarters for an LWF team, to include a doctor, 
two nurses, one relief worker and an administrator with community develop- 
ment experience. Working relations will be established with the Nigerian 
Red Cross. 


Initially the team will distribute material aid - food, clothing and medical 
supplies and services. But the area "offers ample opportunities for long- 
_ range rehabilitation PEER Mme, Dr. von Stedingk said. 


i budget of $165, 000 has been ‘set for 1969 to cover éhienrien and administra- 
tive *costs and provide two mobile clinics, four Landrovers .and to purchase 
some drugs and food. Eventually it is hoped to start self-help and re- 
habilitation projects. — 

EPS 


MINISTRY TO ANGOLAN REFUGEES GROWS 


Kinshasa, Congo, (EPS) -- A new community centre opened here to serve refugees 
from Angola is already inadequate. Named the Dodge Christian Centre in honour 
of United Methodist Bishop Ralph E. Dodge, the facility includes a hall for 
meetings and recreation, a library, offices and a classroom. Co-directors of 
the centre are the Rev. A.M. Buta, a Congolese pastor, and Mrs. Clara (Wendell 
L.) Golden, United Methodist missionary from Rockford, Illinois, (USA) . ong 
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CHRISTIAN AGENCIES TO EXAMINE 
SEAFARERS' PROBLEMS 


Rotterdam, (EPS) -- Seven Christian agencies ministering to the needs of 
the world's seamen were represented at a planning meeting here March 19-20 
preparing for the forthcoming International Consultation on Services to 
Seafarers. 


Approximately 75 persons are expected at the completely ecumenical consulta- 
tion which will take place here August 24-28. 


The seafarer's life and problems will be thoroughly aired in the first 
phase of the consultation. Then the response of the voluntary agencies 
and organizations will be put beside them to see whether the latter are 
adequate. 


Finally, it is hoped that a series of actions appropriate to the local, 
national and international levels can be charted. 


"The seafarer as a person" is the subject of papers to be sought from the 
director of a welfare organization, a seafarer, and a chaplain serving at 
a training school for young seamen. 


A day's trip around the Port of Rotterdam and Europoort will: augment more 
formal discussions. 


Organizations represented at last week's meeting were: the International 
Council of Seamen's Agencies, The Missions to Seamen, Apostolatus Maris, 
British Sailors' Society, Swedish Church Missions to Seamen, Nederlandse 
Zeemanscentrale, and the World Council of Churches' Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism. 


The Rev. Bernard Spong of New York and the Rev. Thomas P. Kerfoot of London 
were named co-chairmen of a steering committee to finalize plans. 
EPS 


CATHOLIC IMPRIMATUR GIVEN 
MODERN NEW TESTAMENT 


New York, (EPS) -- Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, has given 
his official approval to Today's English Version of the New Testament, pub- 
lished by the American Bible Society and popularly known as Good News for 
Modern Man. 


More than 14.9 million copies of this best-selling New Testament have been 
put into circulation since its appearance in September, 1966. 


According to Dr. Laton E. Holmgren, Bible Society general secretary, "some 
editions of the TEV New Testament will now bear the ¢tmprtmatur, but there 
will be no changes in the text or aids to the reader. The first printing of 
an edition of 100,000 copies with the imprimatur is expected to be off the 
press in three or four months". 

EPS 
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OUTLINE OF CHURCH UNION PLAN 
DISCLOSED AT U.S. CONSULTATION 


Atlanta, Georgia, (EPS) -- An outline of a plan to unite nine U.S. Protestant 
denominations into one church with approximately 25 million members was un- 
veiled here last week. 


It was presented at the eighth annual meeting of the Consultation on Church 
Union attended by more than 100 church leaders from the nine bodies. 


Comments on the outline, made during the four-day meeting, will be incorporated 
into a concrete and specific plan of union to be considered next year in St. 
Louis. That plan will then go to the member bodies for "first. reading", 
further discussion and probably revision. Final ratification will probably 
take ten years. 


Two areas of controversy developed at Atlanta. These involved a proposed 
radical change in congregational structure and a suitable name for the united 
church. 


The outline envisages an entirely new grouping of local congregations into 
what might be called "parishes". The parish concept would be "racially in- 
clusive" and not necessarily geographic. 


Names suggested for the new church range from United Christian Church or 
the Evangelical Catholic Church to United Catholic Evangelical and Reformed 
Church. 


When Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, now World Council general secretary, proposed 
a united church nine years ago, he pleaded that it should be "truly catholic, 
truly evangelical and truly reformed". 


The outline also provides for specialized ministries working under the parish 
in shopping ‘centres, "ghettos of both the poor and the rich", office buildings, 
on university campuses and in such fields as the arts, letters and communica- 
tion. 


Other features of the outline were: 


- the ordained ministry would be open to men and women in all 
racial and ethnic groups; 


- the ordained officers would include bishops (at district, regional 
and national levels), presbyters (leaders of parishes and congre- 
gations) and deacons (in specialized ministries and other duties). 


During the last seven years the consultation reached agreement on worship, 
the sacraments, and the unification of the ministry. It agreed to an epi- 
scopal form of government with bishops at its head. 


Denominations involved are the African Methodist Episcopal Church, African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, United Methodist Church, Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., United Presbyterian Church, Episcopal Church and 


United Church of Christ. 
EPS 
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LOCAL ECUMENISM ENCOURAGED 
BY U.S. CONSULTATION 


Atlanta, (EPS) -- Guidance was offered to local churches wishing to work 
together and even unite before the formation of a national, united church 
in the U.S. 


The Consultation on Church Union adopted guidelines for such local action 
after extended debate on a preamble proposed by the Rev. Stephen C. Rose, 
a United Presbyterian delegate and former staff member of the World Council 
of Churches. 


The preamble stressed that the mission of the people of God must have a 
central place in all local inter-church action, as well as at other levels. 


Changes brought about as a result of church union "will be worthwhile only 
if the church that emerges on the local level /realizes/ the liberating 
power of the gospel and the impetus that power gives to the mission of the 
people of God", the preamble draft said. 


Strong emphasis was also put on the "effective deployment" of laity. 


Among the forms of inter-church co-operation suggested were: joint pro- 
grammes, staff and use of buildings; larger parishes; co-operative mini- 
stries; a federated church in which two or more congregations join but 
maintain denominational ties; councils of churches; joint mission agencies; 
co-operative development of new churches. 


EPS 
YALE WILL NAME DR. WILLIAMS 
AS DIVINITY SCHOOL DEAN 
New Haven, Connecticut, (EPS) -- Dr. Colin Williams, 48, director of the 


Doctor of Ministry Programme at the University of Chicago Divinity.School, 
will become dean of Yale Divinity School, subject to final approval by 
Yale's trustees April 5. 


Dr. Williams was chosen by a Divinity School committee to succeed Dean 
Robert C. Johnson, who last year announced his intention to return to 
teaching. In Chicago, Dr. Williams confirmed that he had accepted, subject 
to the vote of the trustees. 


Dr. Williams has attended the last three assemblies of. the World Council of 
Churches. He was formerly chairman of the WCC's Department on Studies in 
Mission and Evangelism and remains a member of the committee,.as well.as 
serving on the Commission on Faith and Order. 


A Methodist clergyman from Australia, Dr. Williams has gained a considerable 
reputation as an author, evangelism specialist, and preacher... Before joining 
the Chicago Divinity School faculty in 1967, he was associate secretary 

of the National Council of Churches' Division of Christian Life and Mission. 


Educated at Melbourne University, where he taught for seven years, Dr. Williams 
holds a B.D. from Yale Divinity and a Ph.D. from Drew Theological School. 
EPS 
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FIRST DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION 
CONSULTATION IN WESTERN EUROPE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Efforts to educate the public on development programmes 
for the Third World will be discussed by representatives of Western European 
churches when they gather for a consultation May 27-31 near here. 


This is the first of a series of regional consultations on this subject 
planned by the WCC Staff Group on Development. Similar meetings will be 
held in West Africa, East) Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. 


Announcing the consultation, Dr. Madeleine Barot on behalf of the Staff Group 
said Western European churches are already experimenting with different 
methods of informing not only their members but the public in general on 
issues related to development and their involvement in it. The consultation 
will give them an opportunity to share information on how best to do this. 


Mr. Robert Gardiner, head of the UN Economic Commission for Africa, will 
present the views of developing nations and suggest ways in which the 
European churches might help on development problems. Specialists in the 
mass media will also advise on ways of reaching the public. 


Approximately 40 persons will be invited to the consultation, including 25 
representatives of Western European churches, and advisers from Eastern 
Europe, the developing countries, North America and inter-governmental 
organizations. 

EPS 


DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION IS 
JOINT PROJECT IN FRANCE 


Lyons, (EPS) -- Roman Catholics and Protestants in France have begun a joint 
effort to inform the public about the problems of development. 


The Catholic Anti-Hunger Committee and the Protestant relief agency CIMADE 

in the 'Rhone-Alpes' area sponsored the new effort, entitled "Public in- 
formation campaign about development", which lasted one month (February 27 

to March 28). Large meetings attended by nearly a thousand people were 
addressed by nationally known speakers. They included three ex-ministers: 
Robert Buron, a specialist on the Third World; Claudius Petit, vice-president 
of the National Assembly; and Prof. André Philip, president of the Develop- 
ment Centre of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development. 


A mass meeting March 7 drew over 8,000 people. Billed as "Gospel Night", 
it combined aspects of liturgy, spectacle and popular festival. 


Explaining the motive for the campaign, Pastor Daniel Atger, president of 
CIMADE said, "In co-operation with the Catholic authorities, we wanted to 
put into practice conclusions reached by the Beirut Conference and the World 


Council of Churches' Uppsala Assembly". 
EPS 
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RESTRUCTURED JAPAN CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
READY FOR JOINT ACTION IN MISSION 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- The adoption of a new constitution designed to encourage 
joint action for mission was the major business transacted by the Japan 
National Christian Council when it met here March 11-12. 


The 100-member general assembly also approved a research committee on inter- 
national problems, expressed support for a community centre proposed for 

Osaka by the Korean Christian Church in Japan, and opposed a bill in the 

Diet to nationalize the Yasakuni Shrine, the place where the souls of soldiers 
are supposed) to rest. 


Although it had been proposed in 1967 that the NCC become a "council of 
churches" rather than a "Christian council", this move was rejected by the 
Committee on Restructure. Reason given for retaining the inclusive form of 
organization was that where Christians are a minority, many types of Christian 
witness were necessary to penetrate society. It was also held that the NCC 

in effect serves as a council of churches, since member groups like the YMCA, 
YWCA and others perform functions of the Christian Church. 


Under the new constitution the council will have three divisions: mission, 
service and education. Each will have its own board of directors, on which 
non-NCC members can participate, allowing for co-operation on a wider basis. 


The new research committee, for which budget was provided, will engage in 
study as the basis for dialogue with overseas churches, such as the 1968 
consultation with U.S. churchmen on the Mutual Security Treaty between the 
U.S. and Japan. 


Joint action for mission was defined as co-operation in surveying, planning 
and implementing so that what is finally done is the product of joint 
decisions by member bodies. 

The constitution provides that youth will be part of the next General 
Assembly, that a central committee of 30 persons will meet twice a year and 
an executive committee of 19, six times yearly. The latter will not only 
receive reports but initiate, plan and supervise programmes. 


The. Rev. Victor Hayward, World Council secretary for relations with national 
councils, stressed the significance of council co-operation at all, levels. 
Asked how the NCC can break the image of being just a lot of committees, 

Mr. Hayward answered: "Get busy and do something together. It appears you 
are on your way to doing that". 


The present officers were asked to serve until the next assembly in 1972. 
They are: Dr. Isamu Omura, chairman; Bishop Makoto Goto and Rev. Atsumi 
Tasaka, vice-chairmen; Rev. Yoshikazu Nakajima and Dr. In Han Lee, recording 
secretaries. Dr. Lee was requested to continue as acting general secretary 
until a replacement is named. 

EPS 
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Special Report 


A RURAL CHURCH ADAPTS TO AN URBAN SETTING 


by the Rev. John Pritchard, 
Port Chaplain in Abidjan, Ivory Coast 


On the eve of World War II the town of Abidjan, capital of the Ivory Coast, 
had 22,000 inhabitants. Today its population has spiralled to more than 
500,000. This means 125,000 new jobs must be created by 1975 and some 
80,000 new housing units. | 


More than half of Abidjan's population is under 17 years of age; only half 
are native to the Ivory Coast. More than half live in overcrowded quarters. 


This gallopping expansion has created many problems for the government. 

For the Church it poses problems as well. Forms of church life suited to a 
village environment become inappropriate when the village turns into a suburb. 
Programmes that worked in a rural setting sometimes actually prevent the 
Church from serving a new, cosmopolitan community. 


For the Protestant Methodist Church the dilemma could be stated very simply. 
How does a church with roots in a rural setting minister to the needs of 
thousands of village-oriented people who have sought employment in the city 
but are totally unprepared for the problems they face as city dwellers? In 
Abidjan the difficulties were compounded because it is a port city with a 
transient population constantly augmented by the ebb and flow of seamen. 


The Protestant Methodist Church in the Ivory Coast was founded 45 years ago 
by British missionaries who built on the work of a Liberian prophet named 
Harris. Because at that time the country was 95% rural, the church became 
a collection of village congregations. 


When it became aware that the country was changing, the church began to ask 
itself how it might meet the new urban situation in places like Abidjan. 


Because the construction of port facilities was the source of the increased 
commerce and industry which had brought the mass influx of workers, it was 
natural that the church should look to the harbour for a clue as to its new 
mission. 


In the beginning the Protestant presence was a very modest one. Harbour 
authorities placed a site at the church's disposal in 1962. A port chaplaincy 
or seamen's mission was started with funds from the World Council of Churches. 
Soon afterwards the All Africa Conference of Churches through its Ecumenical 
Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA) granted funds to build a 
manse and a meeting hall. The first stone was laid on July 8, 1967. 


This port chaplaincy ("Fraternité du Port") is a decidely co-operative venture. 
The site was provided by harbour authorities. The funds came through the 
EPEAA. Donations were received from the "Evangelische Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
fiir Weltmission" in Hamburg, the Australian Council of Churches, and the 
Netherlands joint fund appeal titled "Come over the Bridge". 

more 
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The first service of worship was held here on April 7, 1968 (Palm Sunday). 
The manse was occupied the same day. The existence of this home - so 
well situated between the commercial harbour, the fishing port and the 
area slated for future expansion - has enabled the church to carry out its 
mission to seamen and dock workers more effectively than formerly. 


It is not only a centre for worship but also a meeting place where people 
gather to discuss topics of interest, gain information and enjoy recreation. 


Of course, those who have benefitted most are the Protestants living in the 
area. Their perseverance in the face of difficulties and the encouragement 
and support they have given to successive pastors have been deeply appreciated. 


As the ministry develops and expansion becomes possible on an adjoining ‘site 
generously given by the Permanent Harbour Board, it is hoped that the centre 
will. fulfil its mission as a true place of encounter for workers in the area 
as well as residents of the neighbourhood. All will be welcome: employers 
and workers, young and not so young, men and women, sailors passing through 
Abidjan and. permanent residents. 


In this way the words "Fraternité du Port" will take on real meaning as the 
Church's vision becomes a reality. 
EPS 
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ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY AND OLIVER TAMBO 
TO SPEAK ON RACISM AT LONDON MEETING 


Geneva, April 1, (EPS) -- The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, 
and an African militant, Mr. Oliver Tambo, have been invited to address a 
public meeting in Church House, London, on May 21 at 20.00 hours. They are 
to speak on "Racism as a Major Obstacle to World Community". 


Mr. Tambo, a South African now living in Tanzania, has headed the African 
National Congress since the death in 1967 of Chief Albert Luthuli, the first 
African to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 


The public meeting, to be chaired by U.S. Senator George McGovern (Democrat, 
South Dakota), is a highlight of the 54-day Consultation on Racism sponsored 
by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches in London May 19-24. Purpose 
of the consultation is to recommend "a programme of education and action for 
the eradication of racism'’ to the World Council and its 234 member churches. 


The two speakers for the public meeting represent distinctly different 
approaches to the subject of racism. The Archbishop of Canterbury was chair- 
man of Britain's National Committee for Commonwealth Immigrants until» it 

was re-constituted in November 1968 as the Community Relations Commission 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Frank Cousins. 


Mr. Tambo, educated at St. Peter's School in Johannesburg and Fort Hare 
University College, was one of 156 persons charged with treason by the South 
African Government in 1956. Following the withdrawal of the charge, he: re- 
sumed his law practice with Nelson Mandela and was particularly outspoken in 
opposition to the pass laws. In 1960 Mr. Tambo was told by the African 
National Congress to leave the country to carry on the struggle for freedom 
for all South Africans. His organization, the ANC, had operated openly in 
South Africa from 1912 until 1960 when it was banned by the government. 


Senator McGovern, who is also to chair the consultation, has been heading a 
special Senate committee investigating the extent of hunger in the United 
States. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, will be secretary. 


Consultation to Hear Various Views 


Speakers scheduled to address the Consultation on Racism include. a number of 
persons prominent in government and civic committees dedicated to finding 
ways to eradicate racism. . 


Mr. Mark Bonham Carter, chairman of the recently created Race Relations Board 
in Great Britain, will speak on "The Struggle to Integrate". His -board has 
been given the task of enforcing the 1968 Race Relations Act intended to wipe 
out discrimination in housing, jobs and credit facilities. 


Mr. Frank Cousins, head of the Community Relations Commission, has been 
invited to come and‘describe his organization's programme. 


A more militant view will be offered by Mr. Roy Sawh, a Guyanese who leads 
the Black Power Party in Britain and is on the executive committee of the 
Black Peoples Alliance. 

. (more) 
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‘Black Power techniques in the United States will be elaborated by Dr. Nathan 
‘Hare, director of the Black Studies Institute at San Francisco State College 
in California. Another member of the university community in California,’ 
Prof. Charles Glock, chairman of the Department of Sociology at the University 
in Berkeley, has been invited to discuss the persistence of white racism and 
various responses to it. 


» U.S. industrialist J. Irwin Miller of Columbus, Indiana, will. tell, how church, 
business and other non-governmental organizations are seeking to meet. the: 
‘problems of urban ghettos. Mr. Miller is on the board of the Urban Coalition, 
a group helping activate the private sector and create support) for remedial 
action in the cities. The Irwin-Sweeney-Miller Foundation has funded a 
number of important church-sponsored projects. 


Mrs. Rita E. Hauser, prominent Republican lawyer, will report on the positive 
contribution of the UN Commission on Human Rights, on which ‘she serves as 
leader of the U.S. delegation. 


All six continents will be represented at the Race Consultation to examine 
the world-wide manifestations of racism. 


The Hon. D.A. Dunstan, former Premier of South Australia who is now Leader 
of the Opposition, will present a paper on "Land Distribution in a Multi- 
racial Community". Also from the Asian scene will come Mr. Tiang Goan Tan, 
director of the Demographic Institute in Djakarta, Indonesia. 


_ The Rev. Michael Scott, an Anglican who formerly directed the Africa Bureau 

orn London and is now in Kitwe, Zambia, will speak on "Racism as a Dimension 

“of Economic and Political Relationships". Mr. Scott is known for his books 
“on Africa including A Time to Speak, In Face of Fear, Shadow over Africa 
and Civilization Indivisible. | 


‘The Rev. Herbert Chikomo, general secretary of the Christian Council of 
Rhodesia, will describe the churches' opposition to government. policies of 
separation. . 


Chairing the three working groups for the consultation will be: Prof. John 
Deschner of Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, 
Texas; Mr. William Conton, Chief Education Officer for Sierra Leone; _ and 
the Rev. Roy Neehall, member of the Upper House of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Parliament and Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Trinidad, Tobago and 
Grenada. 


Four Roman Catholics as Observers 


Participants in the consultation will be drawn from the member churches of 
the World Council of Churches. They will hear the views of copanitant s rep- 


ai “resenting many different solutions to the problem of racism. 


The Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity has notified the World Council 
that it will. send the following as observer-participants: .Mr.| James) Harris 

». of the: National. Catholic Conference for Inter-racial Justice, Chicago, Illinois; 
.. Father. Benignus Donnelly, Catholic, Institute on International Relations, London; 
-.Dr. Taddeus Szmitkowski of Geneva; and,Mr. Jean Pliya of Decines, France, 


~ (more) — 
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Other consultants: from Great Britain include: Mr. Merlyn Rees, M.P., Under 
Secretary for Home Affairs; Mrs. Lena Townsend, member of) the’ Race. Relations 
Board and of the Conservative Party; and Mr. Joe Mathews, active: member’ of 
the African National Congress. ) + 


Consultants from North America include: Mr. Cesar Chavez of Delano, Cali- 

fornia, head of the Farm Workers Organization; Father James Groppi, Roman 

Catholic priest of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; the Rev. C. Herbert Oliver, chair- 

man of the Oceanhill-Brownsville Governing Board in Brooklyn, New ‘York; 

and Mr. E. Charles Brown of Greenville, Mississippi, director of: Mississippi 

Action for Community Education. . [s pox: 
:i | EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL LEADERS: CONGRATULATE 
CARDINAL-DESIGNATE WILLEBRANDS 


Geneva, (EPS). -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, sent a formal note of congratulation to Bishop APR M. 
Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity, on learning that Pope Paul VI had nominated him as one. of 
35. new cardinals. 


Dr. Blake expressed joy "not only for you but also for the Roman Catholic 
Church and for the ecumenical movement" 


His letter said in addition: "I hope that you will be able in your new and 
high position to continue to be involved in the. ecumenical relationships of 
all the churches, Papeete the enhancement of which you have already given ‘such 
distinguished service" 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary WCC president who has known Bishop. Wille- 
brands for many years, sent him a personal letter saying he welcomed Bishop 
Willebrands' designation as a cardinal as confirmation of the excellent _ 
pioneering ecumenical work reaching far beyond the bounds of the Roman 
Catholic Church that he had done in collaboration with Cardinal Bea in the 
Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


Cardinal-designate Willebrands | is co-chairman with Dr. Blake of the Joint. 
Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of . 
Churches. 

EPS 


EISENHOWER DEATH DRAWS BLAKE COMMENT | IO7 3 Mi, 230Rg19L5 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The following statement was made by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, on learning of the death 
of a fellow American, former President Dwight D. Eisenhower: 


"Dwight D. Eisenhower was a great man despite the ‘carping criticism of many 
intellectuals during and after his administration as President’ of the United 
States. I deeply respected him as a man of simple faith and’ moral integrity. 
How able a President and General he was I am content to leave to the historians. 
The world is poorer because he is no longer with us". 

EPS 
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NEAR EAST REFUGEE MINISTRY 
TO BE ASSESSED AT CONSULTATION 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A consultation on the Near East refugee programme supported 
through the World Council of Churches will be held in Cyprus from September 29 
to October 5, it was announced here this week. 


At the request of member churches of the WCC in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and 
Egypt, the WCC's division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(DICARWS) has agreed to co-sponsor the consultation. 


Purpose of the consultation will be a study of the refugee situation in 
general, an assessment of the refugee services provided through the Near 

East Council of churches!’ Division of Refugee Work and recommendations for 
interpreting the underlying causes of the problem and the need for ecumenical 
action to obtain a lasting solution. 


The majority of the participants at the consultation will be representatives 
of the churches in the Middle East and those directly involved in the refugee 
programme. 


Churches and their agencies working through DICARWS will be represented. The 
Lutheran World Federation, YWCA, YMCA, Roman Catholic relief agencies and the 
UN Relief and Works Agency will be invited to send consultants. 


The Near East Preparatory Committee, which has been working out plans for 
the consultation, proposed that considerable time be spent in working groups 
which would consider future forms and structure of the work, programme ana- 
lysis, finance, promotion and interpretation and a lasting solution to the 
refugee problem. 

EPS 


BRITISH BAPTISTS BACK COUNCILS 
BUT OPPOSE ORGANIC UNION 


London, (EPS) -- British Baptists support continued membership in the British 
and World Councils of Churches, but indicate opposition to the idea of organic 
“union with other British churches. 


A report on local reactions to unity moves endorsed by the Baptist Union 
council here showed divisions of opinion on both issues, however. The council's 
report must go before the full annual Assembly of the Baptist Union, beginning 
April 28. 


The report said the decision whether Baptists should join ecumenical experi- 
ments or share church buildings should be decided by the local congregation or 
association. "We must maintain our freedom in the Lord", it declared. 


"Baptists and Unity Reviewed", the document endorsed here, is a follow-up to 
4 1967 report entitled "Baptists and Unity". The 1967 presentation stirred 


both opponents and advocates of various unity moves. 
EPS 
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AACC SEMINAR CONSIDERS 
AFRICAN REFUGEE PROBLEMS 


Kampala, Uganda, (EPS) -- Some 70 persons engaged in work with refugees ex- 
changed information, experience and ideas at a seminar sponsored by the All 
Africa Conference of Churches recently. 


Officials of the UN High Commissioner for Refugee's programmes described 
their agency's work in Africa and answered questions on legal protection and 
status of refugees, provision of travel documents, repatriation and resettle- 
ment in second countries of asylum, local integration and family unity. 


Miss Frances Martin, assistant director of the World Council of Churches' 
refugee programme, spoke on counselling individual refugees. 


Dr. Clinton March, director of the AACC's Ecumenical Programme for Emergency 
Action in Africa, commented on the complexity of administering the churches’ 
refugee programme, which stretches from Botswana in the south to Ethiopia in 
the north and Nigeria in the west. Refugee movements cannot be predicted or 
planned for, Dr. Marsh reminded the participants. He predicted the problem 
would last for years to come. 


Participants visited refugee settlements in Kzangwali where 8,000 refugees 
from Rwanda are settled and in Nakapiripirit, where there are between 8,000 
and 9,000 Sudanese. Here they had an opportunity to see the work being done 
by the Ugandan Government, the UN-.and voluntary agencies. 


Meeting in two separate groups, they discussed problems in urban situations 
and the planning and administration of rural settlements. 


The seminar concluded with a reception given by the Archbishop of the Church 
of Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi, the Most Rev. Erica Sabiti, host to the 
delegates from outside Uganda. 


EPS 
METHODIST MINISTER WILL 
ADVISE PRESIDENT KAUNDA 
London, (EPS) -- The Methodist Church of Great Britain has received a request 


from President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia for the appointment of the Rev. Colin 
Morris as Adviser to the President. 


It is proposed that Mr. Morris will take up his appointment at Wesley's 
Chapel here in September, and that he shall be free to give half his time 
in the first year to continue his services as a missionary of the Methodist 
Missionary Society in order to be available to President Kaunda. 


The Methodist Missionary Society, through the Rev. Harry Morton, has welcomed 

this opportunity for Mr. Morris to give further service to Africa and ex- 

pressed appreciation to the stewards of Wesley's Chapel for their co-operation. 
EPS 
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U.S. DELEGATION PRESSES 
POPE FOR GREATER UNITY 


Rome, (EPS) -- When the six-member delegation from the National Council of 
Churches (USA) called on Pope Paul VI on March 28, it expressed thanks for 
the “ecumenical climate" that already prevails. "Yet our ecumenical ex- 
perience presses us forward towards the fulness of unity willed by Christ 
for his Church", the delegation told the pontiff. 


Noting that "grave problems lie in our way", the group mentioned racism, 
anti-institutionalism, injustice, poverty and war. 


"These major problems are neither only Roman Catholic, nor are they only 
Protestant. In the ecumenical movement in our national life, we find 
ourselves being drawn together to deal with problems too vast for any of 
our churches to face alone", they stated. 


Co-operative efforts between the NCC and the Roman Catholic Bishops' Con- 
ference were described to the Pope. Also mentioned was a new working group 
now being formed to study the relationship between the NCC and the Roman 
Catholic Church in the U.S. 


In his reply Pope Paul said he was "happy to know that while you are 
endeavouring to carry out these activities, you are together reflecting on 
the biblical message itself. For we are convinced that doctrine and practice 
are inextricably intertwined in the common effort towards that unity through 
which Christ will truly be a sign to the world". 


While in Rome the Americans also had conversations with the staff of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, including Cardinal- 
designate J.G.M. Willebrands, and representatives of the Secretariat of State, 
the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, and the Pontifical Com- 
mission Justice and Peace. 

EPS 


POPE GIVES $1 MILLION LOAN 
FOR LATIN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT 


Vatican City, (EPS) -- Pope Paul VI announced last week the establishment of 
the Populorwn Progressto Fund for development aid to Latin America with a 
$1 million interest-free loan. 


The loan is to encourage Catholic agencies for development and social action, 
and will be administered in consultation with the Vatican. 


“Dr. Felipe Herrera, president of the Inter-American Development Bank, which 
will administer the loan fund, signed the agreement here on March 26 with 
Maurice Cardinal Roy, president of the Pontifical Commission Justice and 
Peace, and Mgr. Sergio Guerri, administrative secretary for the property of 
the Holy See. 


The announcement by the Pope came on the second anniversary of his encyclical 


Populorun Progressto. 
(more) 
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A spokesman for the Vatican said the money will be applied for the promotion 
of structural reform necessary for social reform, integration, solidarity 
and peace in Latin America. 


It is understood the first project will be to accelerate agrarian reform 
in Colombia, while additional money will be used for social, technical and 
economic projects in other nations. 


The fund will also give support to agencies for multi-lateral aid. 


The $1 million contributed by the Pope was raised, one report said, through 
the sale of church property in Paris. 


EPS 
WORLD POVERTY IS CONCERN 
OF BRITISH STUDENTS/YOUTH 
Manchester, England, (EPS) -- Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president 


of the World Council of Churches, is among those scheduled to address the 
fourth congress of the Student Christian Movement of Great Britain and 
Ireland to be held here April 8-13. 


Some 1,500 students from 35 countries are expected to discuss how students 
can help alleviate the twin problems of poverty and race. Theme of the 
conference is "Response to Crisis". 


Meanwhile, another group of British students has organized a movement called 
"Third World First". Started at Oxford University, the campaign will encourage 
students at other universities as well to give a percentage of their grants 

and their future earnings to relieve world poverty. Funds may be contributed 

to any agency the student chooses, and a number of gifts have already been 
received by Christian Aid, the relief agency of the British Council of Churches. 


"The Third World" is also the title of a conference for fifth and sixth 
formers being held April 9 and 10 under the sponsorship of the Church Mission- 
ary Society and the United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. 


EPS 
WOMEN FROM FIVE CONTINENTS LEAD 
WORKSHOPS ON DEVELOPMENT 
New York, (EPS) -- An Ethiopian princess, a Swiss professor and an Australian 


civic leader will make up an international team to lead 12 workshops on world 
economic development sponsored by the Women's Division of the United Methodist 
Board of Missions. More than 2,000 women are participating in the workshops 
being held between March 7 and April 13. 


Giving the workshops an international perspective will be Princess Mahazent 

Haptemariam of Ethiopia; Dr. Erika Welti of Zurich, Switzerland; Miss 

Catherine Val D'Eremao of Karachi, Pakistan; Miss Jean Skuse of Waverly, 

Australia; and Mrs. Ana de Sierralta of Iquique, Chile, president of the | 

World Federation of Methodist Women. 
EPS 
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STUDY OF AUSTRALIA'S CONTRIBUTION 
TO HUMAN DEVELOPMENT SET 


Sydney, (EPS) -- A critical assessment of Australia's contribution to human 
development throughout Asia will be carried out in the next 18 months by 
the Australian Council of Churches. 


Through specialist study groups, research and a national conference in 1970, 
the Council will endeavour to frame a policy and educational methods whereby 
the churches can act on political, theological and religious factors assoc- 
iated with Asian economic development. 


Economic enquiries will focus on distribution of wealth and resources, 
government tariff, trade and aid policies. Social factors include over- 
population and effects of urbanization. Political factors involve the study 
of power structures. Religious and theological study will concentrate on a 
theological understanding of the basis for human development and ethical 
aspects of economic development. 


Background papers prepared by three working groups will be presented at a 

national conference on economic development early in 1970 to be attended by 

lay and ordained Christians of all major churches. The Roman Catholic Church 

will be invited to participate in the planning, preparation and execution 

of the entire programme. 
EPS 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION GETS 
BOOST IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA 


Bangkok, (EPS) -- The growing number of Christian converts in Indonesia has 
put serious pressure on theological schools to step up the output of fully 
trained ministers. 


In response to this pressure, administrators and teachers from 10 theological 
institutions met recently in Sukabumi, Indonesia for a "critical review of 
theological education and its relation to the ministry to see if it could 
better meet the needs of the Indonesian churches. and the nation". 


They made plans to reactivate the Association of Theological Schools in Indo- 
nesia so it can provide co-ordination for mutual benefit. 


The need for more indigenous writers to provide Christian literature was 
recognized and means of finding and encouraging them were discussed. 


Among those playing leading roles in the theological assessment were 
Dr. Soritua Nababan, executive secretary of the National Christian Council, 
and Dr. Kosuke Koyama of the Association of Theological Schools. 


Meanwhile in Hong Kong the directors of Chinese University have approved a 
Division of Theology within the Department of Religion and Philosophy. This 
will enable students to take a Bachelor's Degree in Theology. 


The development was welcomed at a consultation on theological education held 
at Chung Chi College, one of three colleges making up Chinese University. 
EPS 
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TWO FOUNDATIONS AID JOINT WORLD COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES — ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMITTEE 


Geneva, April 2, (EPS) -- The Churches Committee on Society, Development, and 
Peace. jointly sponsored by the World Council of Churches and, the Roman 
Catholic Commission on Justice and Peace today announced it had received two 
grants totalling U.S.$440,250. 


The grants were of U.S.$300,000 from the Swiss-based Humanum Foundation) and. 
U.S.$140,250 from the Ford Foundation in America. 


Both foundations made the grants to programme an experiment in development 
education in bringing the Christian tradition into more relevant. application 
in the’ contemporary world. The experiment will also seek ways. to make. more 
effective contributions to the building of international order and, a secure 
peace. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of» Churches, 
and Monsignor Joseph Gremillion, secretary of the Pontifical Commission Justice 
and Peace, issued a joint statement in which they expressed "deep gratitude 

to the two foundations for the grants towards an important joint effort. for 
justice and peace". They added, ''These grants assure. substantial assistance 
and support for the initial three-year period of the experiment to provide 
co-ordination and direction for the churches' projects in development, justice 
and peace and give reason to hope that the funds needed to complete the full 
programme will be found". 


The joint committee hopes to generate further development efforts within the 
church community in the developed nations through educational and information 
programmes. It also plans a conference on "Peace and the Institutions for 
World Community" early next year. 


Since its inception, the joint committee sponsored a conference on "World 
Development" in Beirut in April 1968. Follow-up activities at regional level 
are now being planned. 


The Ford Foundation since 1936 has given grants to institutions in the United 
States and 80 other nations totalling 3.1 billion dollars. The Humanum 
Foundation, based in Lugano, Switzerland, gave the joint committee an initial 
grant of U.S.$30,000 last year. It seeks to provide an effective forum for 
the dialogue between the Church and the world of culture, economics and 
politics through internationally-based institutions. 

EPS 


REFORMED/PRESBYTERIAN, U.S. 
CHURCH MERGER IS REJECTED 


Atlanta, Georgia, (EPS) -- The proposed merger of the Reformed Church in America 
and the Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern) was defeated when the proposal 
failed to receive the approval of two-thirds of the Reformed Church's 45 
regional classes. The Southern Presbyterian Church had enough of its pres- 
byteries voting in favour of union to meet the required three-quarters positive 
vote. . 

EPS 
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PROGRESS ON WCC/WCCE NEGOTIATIONS 
REPORTED FOLLOWING MEETING 


Glion, Switzerland, (EPS) -- The official committees of the World Council of 
Churches and the World Council of Christian Education held their second joint 
meeting here March 24-29. Discussions centred on possible integration: of the 
two organizations and the shape of a new WCC work in education. Chairing the 
sessions were Dr. Kathleen Bliss and Dr. Charles Malik. Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake and Mr. Ralph N. reas general secretaries of the two ee 

- attended. 


Special attention was given to the following: 


= The probable nature and substance of an extended World Conference/ 
Assembly of the WCCE in July of 1971, most likely at Lima, Peru, 
when results of negotiations might be studied and brought to decision. 


_ - The perspectives and functions of a new, combined educational work, 
“including both studies and educational services and projects. 


‘= Possible structural arrangements, for relationships with the churches 
and ecumenical bodies and non-church bodies which might be associated 
with the new unified effort towards both general and Christian edu- 
cation. Emphasis was put on a possible larger role for national and 
regional councils of churches, through a divisional committee dealing 
with policy, and special advisory panels and consultations dealing 
with educational issues. 


- Possible WCC structures including the lodgement and operation of an 
educational: unit in the context of the whole work of the WCC. 


The two committees met in a cordial spirit and great progress was made,’ but 
definitive decisions could not be taken since further work will depend upon 
the following considerations: . 


- The WCC has a Structure Committee engaged in overall re-struc- 
turing,.which will affect educational arrangements. 


- The tentative work of the WCC/WCCE negotiators will go this 
July and August to the WCCE's Board of Managers and to the WCC's 
*’° Division of Ecumenical Action and Central committees for reactions. 


_ = The WCC/WCCE joint negotiating group will meet again December 16- 
.20, 1969. Following this a process of refinement and interpreta- 
tion of documents will be necessary before a final decision in 1971. 


Participants in the March 24-29 meeting were: 


a Dr. Charles Malik, Rev. Ralph Mould, Dr. David Hunter, Dr. Gerald 
Knoff, Mr. Samuel Amissah, Rev. T.R. Doraisamy, Bishop Federico 
Pagura, Dr. Randolph Miller, Dr. Kenneth Meir, Rev. Gerson ‘Meyer, 
Rev. Andrew Wright. 


« WCC: Dr. Kathleen Bliss, Dr. Eugene C. Blake, Bishop Sante: Barbieri, 
~ °.. Prof. Karl. Ernst Nipkow, Fr. Paul Verghese, Dr. Robert Lynn, Rev. 
Ernst. Lange, Mr. Ralph Young, Rev. Robbins Strong, Mr. Frank 
Northam, Rev. Oscar Bolioli, Dr. William Kennedy, Rev. Werner 
Simpfendirfer, Miss Pamela Gruber. 


Fraternal Mr. Jack Dunderdale (YMCA), Miss Inga-Brita Castrén (YWCA), 
Observers: Mrs. Stephanie Oliver (WSCF) « po, 
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REFORM IN PARISH WORK 
ADVOCATED TO ANGLICANS 


+. London, (EPS) -- Urgent reforms are needed in the parochial system to meet 


the pace of social change, a Church of England. a ees ives saris 
‘maintains: in a report published March 28. 


"At the present: rimel when the pace of social change is peepee mp the 
danger facing the Church and its ministry is not that we should accept: ‘too 
much change, but that we should accept too little too late", the report states. 


"We regard it as urgent that reforms to introduce flexibility into the’? )" 
parochial system be put into effect as soon as possible. At the same time, 
new experiments in organizing the Church S presence and mission in society 
need to be encouraged and made known.' 


The aides working party was formed by the Ministry Committee of the 
Advisory Council for the Church's Ministry as directed by. the Church Assembly. 
It considered the nature and function of the ordained ministry but did not 
claim to give final answers, saying "we must work it out as we go along". 
. i its I EPS 


LUTHERANS SEE NEED FOR 
NEW CONGREGATIONAL FORMS 


Geneva, (EPS) --. Forms of: congregational life which preserve traditional 
strengths but also allow for flexibility in worship and action are a pressing 
need today, petit op dong in a Lutheran World Federation consultation mESacy 
here. 


Meeting under the sponsorship of the LWF's Department of Stewardship and’ 
Evangelism, churchmen from several countries explored "The Structures of 
the Congregation in Mission". Discussion was based’ on reports prepared’ by 
churches in nine countries as part of a study project in preparation for 
the LWF's Fifth Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 1970. 


Dr. Herbert T. Neve, study secretary in the LWF department, said: "Probably 
the basic question, raised in many ways, involved finding ways to make use 
of the charismatic gifts given to the people of the congregation - what 
structures. a best for the release of energies saad in. many: ip are 

now latent. 


It was the consensus that certain "unchangeable" forms of worship’ and 
spiritual life must be retained. At the same time, it was stressed these 
traditional practices should be directed towards “stimulation of the people 
of God to engage in mission". 


One working group, warning against a "fixed concept" of the congregation, 
said:: "It is better to be flexible and to maintain a certain openness. Do 
not diversified forms arise naturally out of the variety of spiritual gifts, 
of situations for action, of human needs, of eh mission to a See filied and 
out of the guidance of the Holy Spirit?" 

EPS" 
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IN BRIEF 


The expansion of relief activities in Laos and Vietnam by Asisn Christian 
Service, a division of the East Asia Christian Conference, has necessitated 
the appointment of an overall director for the Indo-China area and a field 
director each in Laos and Vietnam. Mr. Samuel Isaac, director of ACS Laos, 
was placed over the entire operation beginning April 1. Before going to 
Laos he worked in Madras, India with the Christian Agency for Social Action, 
Relief and Development (CASA). 

: 

k * * 


Mr. Richard W. Taylor, a U.S. Methodist missionary serving as research secre- 
tary of the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society at 
Bangalore, India, and professor of ethics in Serampore College, has been 
appointed executive secretary of the Christian Institute assisting Mr. M.M. 
Thomas, its director, who is chairman of the WCC Central Committee. 


* * * 


The first woman minister in the Church of Scotland is Miss Catherine McConna- 
chie, 66, ordained recently by the Presbytery of Aberdeen. She had just 
retired as a deaconess after 37 years' service. The ordination was a direct 
outcome of the decision taken at the General Assembly last year to lift the 
centuries-old ban on women ministers. Miss McConnachie will assist the 
Rev. Norman Faulds at a new church extension project at Tillydrene Hayton, 

an Aberdeen suburb. 


* * * 


The primate of the Orthodox Church of Poland, Archbishop Stephan Rudyk, died 
in Warsaw on March 26 at the age of 77. Only two days before he had attended 
a meeting of officers of the Polish Ecumenical Council of which he was vice- 
president. Elected an archbishop in 1961, he was made metropolitan of 

Warsaw and all Poland in 1965. He attended a number of ecumenical conferences 
including the Fourth WCC Assembly at Uppsala... 


* * * 


During a recent visit to India, Patriarch Justinian of the Romanian Orthodox 
Church dedicated a new building at the Syrian Orthodox Seminary in Kottayam, 
State of Kerala. The seminary, headed by Father Paul Verghese, has received 
financial support through the WCC Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and 

World Service. The Patriarch also visited Orthodox churches in Ethiopia 

and Egypt. 


* * * 


The German churches’ relief effort "Bread for the World" has instructed the 
"Diakonisches Werk" in Stuttgart to send a permanent representative to Vietnam 
to give help in rapidly changing situations. After visiting Vietnam for 

three months, a Diakonisches Werk representative recommended help on a small 
scale to existing institutions such as hospitals, orphanages and welfare 
centres in preference to clinics with very high standards. 


x * * (more) 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


The. Council of Hungarian Free Churches has published a book entitled "For 
Others -. For Everybody" dedicated to the memory of Dr. Martin Luther. King. 
The work, was. edited by Sandor Palotay and Jozsef Nagy with a preface by 
Bishop Dr. Tibor Bartha, president of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Hungary, and. an. introduction by Dr. Ronald Goulding, general secretary of 
the European Baptist Federation. It reviews the life of Dr. King, includes 
portions of his sermons, speeches and other works and reports the response 
of Hungarian newspapers to his activity and his martyrdom. 


* * * 


Dr. George W. Webber, 48,,a U.S. authority on the Church's urban ministry,’ 
has been named president of the New York Theological Seminary, formerly 

a stronghold of conservative Protestantism. Dr. Webber has been a professor 
at Union Theological Seminary and four years ago became director of the Metro- 
politan Urban Service Training project (MUST I), an ecumenical facility which 
trains church and community groups in mission. He serves on the advisory 
board of the WCC-sponsored Theological Education Fund and has attended a 
number of conferences on evangelism at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey 

near Geneva. 


* * * 


The Most Rev. Russell J. McVinney, Catholic Bishop of Providence, Rhode Island, 
was awarded a special plaque by the YMCA to commemorate his 20th anniversary 

as Bishop and "in appreciation for his efforts in creating a better ecumenical 
climate and spirit of Christian brotherhood in this community". The award was 
made after the Ecumenical Commission of the Providence Diocese had been in 
dialogue with representatives of the YMCA for two years and had produced a 

set of guidelines for Catholics and their relationship to the YMCA and the YWCA. 


* * * 


"Reconciliation Through Christ" is the theme of the 12th Baptist World Con- 
gress in Tokyo, Japan, July 1970. The theme is taken from Paul's statement, 
"God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself" (II Cor. 5:19). The 
names of speakers will be announced after a meeting of the alliance executive 
committee in Vienna in August. 


* * % 


United Christian Youth of Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire, England has pre- 
sented £5,600 to the London-based Leprosy Mission for rehabilitation work 

at Salur, Andhra Pradesh, India. Miss Elizabeth Baker, a member of the ecu- 
menical youth group, will visit India this month to see the leprosy work there. 


* * * 


Sister Yvonne Marie, principal of Jyoti Nivas Roman Catholic College in Banga- 
lore, India, spoke at a joint service of Catholics and Protestants held in St. 
Mark's.Cathedral (Anglican) on Wemen's World Day of Prayer. The congregation 
was led in prayer by women from Ceylon, Canada, Assam, Ghana and India. 

EPS 
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POPE PAUL'S WISH TO VISIT WCC 
HEADQUARTERS "WARMLY WELCOMED" 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Pope Paul VI has expressed a wish to visit the headquarters 
of the World Council of Churches when he is in Geneva for the 50th anni- 
versary of the International Labour Organization the first part of June. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the Council's general secretary, cabled Pope Paul 
April 16: "Warmly welcome your intention to visit World Council of Churches 
headquarters....Such a visit cannot but emphasize growing fellowship among 
Christians. On behalf of ae officers of the World Council, I am happy to 
extend fraternal invitation" mts 


The visit - the first of a Pope to the 21-year-old World Council - emphasizes 
the developing co-operation between the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC. 


The late Cardinal Bea, as president of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, visited the headquarters of the Council in February 1965 when the 

Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council 
was announced. A 


In January this year Dr. Blake Heese with Pope Paul at the Vatican 
opportunities and problems raised by the growing co-operation between the 
Catholic Church and the Council. 


Official co-operation has developed since 1965. Roman Catholic theologians 
serve on the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. The Pontifical Commission 
Justice and Peace and the World Council formed a Committee on Society, 
Development and Peace in 1968 to promote international economic justice and 
peace. 


The Joint Working Group, enlarged following the Fourth WCC Assembly in 
Uppsala, Sweden, last July to discuss further stages of relations between 
the World Council and the Roman Catholic Church, will meet from May 12- 17 
near Berne. 

EPS 


METHODIST CIRCUITS BACK MERGER - 
BUT OPPOSITION IS WIDESPREAD 


London, (EPS) -- Considerable Methodist opposition to the plan for Anglican- 
Methodist union was reflected in official results published following nation- 
wide balloting at circuit quarterly meetings in Great Britain. ° 


Over-all, there was a slight majority in favour of church merger. The voting 
by circuits: 478 in favour of the union and 341 opposing it, with 12 
circuits reporting ties in their voting. Six circuits have yet to ballot. 


Actual votes cast by delegates in the Methodist circuits: 38,621 in favour 
of merger, 31,810 opposed, and 2,306 reported as "neutral" on the issue. 


An official Methodist statement said: ''The vote is an expression, not a 
-binding one. The ultimate decision can only be taken by the Methodist °' 
Gan Eerence, which, will meet in Birmingham in Te eS 
wnat rh in 24 | EPS 
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DICARWS APPEALS FOR $20,000 
FOR ETHIOPIAN 'QUAKE VICTIMS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- An appeal for $20,000 to help finance a resettlement pro- 
gramme for 300 people made homeless by two recent earthquakes in Ethiopia 
has been made to member churches and related agencies by the World Council 
of Churches' Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS). 


The ‘quake struck the town of Serdo and its neighbourhood in Awssa Province, 
north-eastern Ethiopia, on March 29. Twenty-three people were killed, 163 
injured. 


DICARWS immediately cabled Archbishop Abuna Theophilos at the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Patriarchate, expressing sympathy, and also the Ethiopian Inter- 
church Aid Committee, asking if help was needed for the relief of those in 
distress. In reply, the Rev. Robert Huddleson, assistant director for 
inter-church aid of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, suggested the World 
Council might send money to aid resettlement of the homeless. 


As a first step DICARWS has sent $2,000. 


In a letter appealing for $20,000, Mrs. Charlotte Browne-Mayers, director 
of DICARWS, wrote: '"'The type of aid most necessary is financial aid for 
the reconstruction of houses, schools, and clinics. Prohibitive transport 
costs make the sending of material aid impractical. Emergency relief has 
already been brought to the area by the Haile Selassie I Foundation and 
through other agencies such as the Ethiopian Red Cross". 

EPS 


NEW SECRETARY FOR CHURCHES' COMMITTEE 
ON JEWISH PEOPLE SLATED FOR '70 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Rev. John M. Snoek, 48, a Dutchman residing in Tiberias, 
Israel, has accepted an appointment as secretary of the Committee on the 
Church and the Jewish People, beginning on July 1, 1970. He succeeds the 
Rev. Anker Gjerding, who has been on the WCC staff since 1962. 


The Committee on the Church and the Jewish People is related to the World 
Council's Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


A minister of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, Mr. Snoek attended 
Free University at Amsterdam, New College in Edinburgh and the Missionary 
Seminary at Baarn, Netherlands. 


Since 1957 he has been minister of the Church of Scotland in Tiberias, 
serving under a joint committee of this church and two Dutch bodies, the 
Hervormde Kerk and the Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland. 


In Israel he has preached in Hebrew, English and Dutch, lectured at kibbutzim, 
served on the United Christian Council and promoted dialogue between Jews 
and Christians through weekend conferences for Jews, Roman Catholics and 


Protestants. 


He is author of a book on the attitude of non-Roman churches towards the 


fate of the Jews under Hitler, titled The Grey Book, to be published soon. 
EPS 
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SODEPAX COMMITTEE APPROVES 
PLANS FOR PEACE CONSULTATION 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Approval was given for a Consultation on the Christian 
Concern for Peace to be held in April 1970 probably in Switzerland when 
the steering group of the Committee for Society, Development and Peace 
(SODEPAX) met here April 14-16. The committee is a common effort of the 
World Council of Churches and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace. 


Some 40 persons knowledgeable in the international field will be invited 
to suggest ways in which the Christian churches can contribute to the 
cause of peace. 


The steering group also reviewed ongoing preparations for the Consultation 

on Current Issues in World Development scheduled for Montreal, Canada 

May 9-12, 1969... A follow-up of the widely publicized Beirut Conference 

on Development held in the spring of 1968, the Montreal meeting will be. 

much smaller (approximately 20 persons plus staff). It's task will be to 
review actions taken by the churches and the Committee for Society, Develop- 
ment and Peace since Beirut. It is also asked to make specific suggestions 

as to how SODEPAX can promote education on development issues in the churches. 


Chairman of the Montreal meeting will be Mr. Maurice F. Strong, director 
of Canada's External Aid office. 


Dates for the first meeting of the enlarged Committee on Society, Develop- 
ment and Peace were set for July 2-5 at the Ecumenical Institute at Chateau 
de Bossey near Geneva. Approximately 60 persons will attend. 


This week the steering committee heard a report from C.I. Itty of the 

World Council staff and Father Johannes Schiitte, director..of the Vatican's... 
new Committee for Human Development, on a trip they had made together 
through Asia. 


They were gratified to find Protestants, Orthodox and Roman ‘Catholics there 
"deeply interested" in co-operating at local, regional and national levels’ 
on programmes for economic development and peace. Because of the magnitude 
of the task, Asian Christians are convinced of the necessity for involving 
men of other faiths-in conversations and co-operation on rpainn eo npy projects. 


Plans are under way in India, Indonesia and Japan for ecumenical efforts 
in the field of development, it was reported. : 


Chairing this week's Geneva meeting were Mr. Max Kohnstamm of Brussels; 
for the World Council, and Mgr. Joseph Gremillion, secretary of the Ponti- 
fical Commission Justice and Peace. 

EPS 


PRIEST RELEASED IN ISRAEL 


Jerusalem, (EPS).-- The Israeli authorities have released the Anglican 
clergyman from Ramallah, Father Elia Khoury, who was arrested March 2 on 
suspicion of subversive activities (EPS No. 10). Father Khoury signed an 
undertaking to refrain from anti-Israeli activities after, leaving the 
Israeli-held area, officials. said. 

. EPS 
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OFFICERS OF EUROPEAN CONFERENCE 
WILL HOLD MEETING IN SPAIN 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Protestant and Orthodox church leaders from Eastern and 
Western Europe will meet at El Escorial near Madrid the end of April for 
the first international ecumenical conference to be held in Spain. This 

is a joint meeting of the officers and Advisory Committee of the Conference 
of European Churches (CEC) chaired by Dr. Egbert Emmen of Holland. Dates 
are April 29 to May 2. 


Already the meeting has received attention in the Spanish press. 


"We very much hope it will strengthen relations between the Spanish and non- 
Spanish churches belonging to the CEC", said Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, 
general secretary. It will be the first opportunity for a representative 
Orthodox delegation to have contact with Spain's Protestant minority. Dele- 
gates will come from churches in the USSR, Czechoslovakia, Romania and Hungary. 


Representatives of the Roman Catholic Church scheduled to speak include 

Mgr. Jean Francois Arrighi of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity, and Mgr. Roger Etchegaray, general secretary of the 
European Bishops’ Conference. They will detail European developments in the 
Roman Catholic Church. Relations with ecumenical bodies will be discussed 
by the Rev. Victor Hayward, associate general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. 


The officers and committee will also consider plans for a series of study 
meetings: on the tourist movement in Europe (to be held in October in 
Austria); on the ministry of European churches for peace and international 
reconciliation; and on ecclesiological questions in European society. 

EPS 


LUTHER'S WORKS TO BE 
PUBLISHED IN SPAIN 


Madrid, (EPS) -- The Government of Spain has approved publication of a 
Spanish edition of Martin Luther's works. 


Until now, only a few of the Reformer's writings were available here, and 
they were in German, printed in Argentina. 


Initiative for the Luther anthology came from Dr. Manuel Gutierrez-Marin, 
Spanish pastor of the Swiss Reformed community in Barcelona. 


The foreword to the new work was written by E. Miret Magdalena, a member 
of Spanish Catholic Action, a lay agency. 


A biography of Luther by French theologian Albert Greiner has recently 


been published in Spain. 
EPS 
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STUDENT UNREST EXAMINED 
AT WSCF CONSULTATION 


Beirut, (EPS) -- A three-day consultation on "The University and Student 
Unrest" marked the opening of the Executive Committee meeting of the World 
Student Christian Federation here March 30-April 3. 


Prof. Richard Shaull, chairman of the WSCF, said the Federation needs to 
struggle with the crisis of Christian identity and the crisis of history. 


"We have refused to face the logic of the process of secularization, which 
is also a product of our Christian faith", said Mr. Shaull. "Our history 
as Christians was once vital. Today it is difficult to grasp our place in 
the secular world. Both the structures in which we live and our identity 
are threatened." 


Pleading with Christians to analyse and judge where we are today, he said: 
"Student unrest is the most significant way that the myth of modernization 
is questioned". 


Two different views of the university and society emerged during the con- 
sultation. According to Aaron Tolen, organizer of the consultation, one 
group sees student unrest as evidence of an awareness of oppression exer- 
cised in society and the university. Such unrest draws attention to the 
nature of authority and power, and the invasion of our daily life by politics. 


For a second group, student unrest is educational unrest. It is not a 
question of destroying the university or the values it propagates, but of 
finding through the university itself a rational organization of its pro- 
claimed values. This requires a total transformation of the content and 
structure of the university. 


Each of these appreaches might be valid in different situations, it was held. 


Regional structures and programmes were approved by the Executive Committe 

so that the WSCF can be closer to students and university communities working 
on questions of the university and society. Staff in the six regions (Asia, 

Latin America, Europe, North America, Africa and the Near East) will be more 

than doubled in the next quadrennium. A New Experiments Project Fund of 


$15,000 will facilitate communication between groups. 
EPS 


RWANDA TO GET ECUMENICAL BIBLE 


Kigali, Rwanda, (EPS) -- Protestant, Roman Catholic and Seventh Day Adventist 
-representatives have agreed to undertake an entirely new translation of the 
Bible into Kinyarwanda. 


The Church Missionary Society, the "Société Belge des Missions Protestantes 
and the Adventist Mission had co-operated on a version issued in 1954. But 
at a recent meeting called by the Bible Societies of Rwanda and Burundi where 
it and Catholic manuscripts were considered, it was decided to appoint a 
team of translators to produce a totally new version. They will first attend 
a translators' course at the Institute in Makerere, Uganda. 

EPS 
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DR. PETER HEYDE, CHAIRMAN 
OF BOSSEY BOARD, DIES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Deep regret at the death of Dr. Peter Heyde, director of 
the Social Work Department of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia, was 
expressed by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary, and 15 other staff 
members of the World Council of Churches. 


A telegram to his widow said: 'Deeply moved by the tragic loss of your 
dear husband, whose friendship and human understanding we shall all miss 
greatly, we send our deepest sympathy". 


Dr. Heyde, 47, died at Schwerte, the Ruhr (Germany), on April 10 after a 
brief illness. As chairman of the Board of Directors of the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey and secretary of the Churches' Committee on Migrant 
Workers in Western Europe, he had played an important role in ecumenical 
affairs. He was to have attended the Bossey conference on "Industrial 
democracy in’a technocratic age" which ended April 16. 


In 1962 Dr. Heyde succeeded Dr. Klaus von Bismarck as director of the Social 
Work Department. From 1955 to 1962 he headed the International Labour 
Bureau in Bonn and had lectured at the College of Social Science at Wil- 
helmshaven. He received his education at Munster, Cologne, Cambridge 
(England) and Stanford University (USA). 


EPS 
BISHOP LILJE WILL NOT SEEK 
RE-ELECTION AS VELKD LEADER 
Hanover, Germany, (EPS) -- Bishop Hanns Lilje of the Lutheran Church of 


Hanover has announced he will not seek re-election as president of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD). A general synod at 
Augsburg in May will elect a new presiding bishop. 


Bishop Lilje, 69, has been suffering from tuberculosis. In addition to 
heading the Hanover province, he is a WCC president. 
EPS 


GERMAN CHURCH GROUP 
OPPOSES NATIONALIST PARTY 


Bielefeld, Germany, (EPS) -- Christians must oppose “with the full strength 
of their faith" the type of nationalism expressed in the platform of the 
National Democratic Party (NPD), says the Committee for Public Responsibility 
of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia. 


The NPD platform reflects the idea that the German people have more right 
to live than do other peoples, according to the statement of the Public 
Responsibility Committee, which was issued April 8 with Church Board consent. 


The committee criticizes NPD statements about nation, state and justice as 
revealing "an authoritarian beds Sanus that appropriates the individual 
citizen for its own purpose". They also reflect a concept of leadership 


that leaves no room for differences of opinion, it was held. 
EPS 
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CARDINAL WILLEBRANDS TO HEAD 
CHRISTIAN UNITY SECRETARIAT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Pope Paul's appointment of Bishop Jan G.M. Willebrands. to 
head the Vatican secretariat which fosters closer relations with other 
Christians has been heralded here as "a great encouragement to the ecumenical 
movement" by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. 


Bishop Willebrands, 59, a Dutchman with a reputation for foresight and open- 
mindedness, takes over as president of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, a’ post vacant since the death of Augustin Cardinal Bea last November. 


A man with a life-long interest in the non-Roman churches, Bishop Willebrands 
has been secretary of the secretariat since it was formed by Pope: John XXIII 
nine years ago. 


"Bishop Willebrands' deep personal commitment to the ecumenical movement 
and his detailed knowledge of other churches will greatly help in the tasks 
we are now facing." Dr. Blake said. 


"We feel assured that the work of the secretariat will be continued in the 
spirit in which it was conducted by Cardinal Bea. We are particularly happy 
that a president has been chosen who has become. so close to us in,the, World 
Council of Churches", he concluded. 


Bishop Willebrands is co-chairman with Dr. Blake of the Joint Working pours 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches. 


The bishop takes over at a time when the Roman Catholic Church is going 
through a period of deep tension which some evaluate positively while others, 
speak about rebellion, dissent and indifference, 


The Roman Catholic Church has built a close working relationship with the 

WCC and established many bilateral study programmes with the major Christian 
traditions at the same time. In the future, according to an official,. the 
emphasis will also be on common action as a means of bringing about Christian 
unity. 


Bishop Willebrands, one of 35 new cardinals to be created at a consistory 
at the Vatican on April 28, has long been dedicated to: healing the divisions 
which have rent Christendom for many years. 


A soft-spoken man, at home in several languages, he has many acquaintances .. 
among leaders of the Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant. churches. His interest 
in the Anglican communion began in his twenties when he wrote a thesis on 

John Cardinal Newman at the Angelicum Dominican University in Rome. In 1951, 
he organized the "Catholic Conference on Ecumenical Questions", an unofficial 
group of Catholic theologians mainly from Europe, who annually discuss 
ecumenical problems and trends. 


Replacing Bishop Willebrands as secretary of the secretariat is Father Jerome 
Hamer, 52, a Belgian-born Dominican. A theological expert at the Second 
Vatican Council, Father Hamer was a consultant to the Christian Unity Secre- 
tariat before being made assistant secretary in 1966.05, 
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EUROPEAN LUTHERAN-REFORMED CONVERSATIONS HELD 


Basle, (EPS) -- Some 30 leading churchmen and theologians from 13 European 
countries met at Leuenberg near here April 8-12 for official: Lutheran- 
Reformed conversations. Prof. Max Geiger of Basle and Prof. Leonhard Goppelt 
of Munich were co-chairmen of the conversations organized jointly by the 
Faith and Order Secretariat of the World Council. of Churches, the Lutheran 
World Federation and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The talks, based on the joutcome of the "'Schauenburg Conversations" (1963-67), 
also included the United Churches of Germany. The new conversations examined 
whether the separation between the churches of the Lutheran and Reformed 
confessions is still necessary and justified at this time.’ Theme of the 
conversations was "Church Separation and Church Community". 


(The discussions centred on the nature of church community, obstacles to the 
recovery of community, and how these can be removed in a responsible manner. 
Problems stem not merely from doctrine and confessions of faith, but also 
from "secondary" factors of sociological and political origin or arise out’ 
of different attitudes towards worship, and varying forms of piety. 


The conversations made it clear that the issues of controversy between the 
two churches have lost their rigidity, and the way towards a closer fellow- 
ship can be paved. The chairmen of the Leuenberg Conversations were asked 
to send a letter to the Lutheran World Federation and the World Alliance of 
Reformed’ Churches pointing to the necessity and the scope of an intensified 
co-operation between the two world confessional families, and urging them 
to pay special attention to the relationship between Lutheran and Reformed 
churches at their respective general assemblies next year. 


EPS 
DEPARTMENT ON WORLD DEVELOPMENT 
INITIATED BY U.S. METHODISTS 
Washington, D.C., (EPS) -- A new United Methodist agency on world develop- 


ment will concentrate on curbing runaway population growth but will also 
co-operate in joint Protestant-Roman Catholic, programmes on aid and trade. 


Carrying out mandates voted by the denomination's 1968 General Conference, 
the Washington-based Board of Christian Social Concerns has launched the 
Department of World Development. Mr. Rodney Shaw, who has worked in dis- 
armament and economic projects for the United Methodist board, will head 
the department. It operates under the Division of World Peace. The 
first year's work has been funded by a $60,000 grant from Harold Bostrom, 
a Milwaukee industrialist and leader in population crisis efforts. 


According to Mr. Shaw, it is "impossible to, achieve Stent tacape economic 
growth in the developing countries without population planning". 


The agency will seek to alert church leaders to the need for crash pro- 
grammes on the population explosion and will urge greater public spending 


in research and education on the issue. 
EPS 
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MISSION THEOLOGY DEBATED 
AT ROME SYMPOSIUM 


Rome, (EPS) -- Leaders: of 29 Roman Catholic men's and women's missionary 
institutes, which co-operate in the recently formed Service for Documenta- 
tion and Studies (SEDOS), have been concerned with the growing questioning 
of the Christian mission today. 


Among the questions being asked are whether it is still necessary to work 
for the conversion of non-Christians and their entrance into the Church, or 
whether this would merely uproot them. Should they be encouraged instead 
to grow in their own religions? What can serve as the true incentive for 
missionary activity today? 


A symposium of 25 Catholic theologians was held here in late March to examine 
these questions. On this occasion it was recognized that "'the non-Christian 
religions do contain authentic values and thus constitute a true preparation 
for the gospel, even if these religions contain also a mixture of errors 

and deviations". 


However, these religions cannot be ways of salvation, the theologians said, 
since "the unique way of salvation proceeds from the initiation of the 
Father: this is Christ, known by faith and accepted in love". 


Mission to men of other faiths is justified, it was stated, because "it is 
the mission which reveals to men their true nature, their destiny and the 
ultimate meaning of their life, the means of effectively bringing about 
the realization of their longings for unity and peace". 


The symposium termed dialogue essential in the approach of missionaries to 
non-Christians. Through dialogue, missionaries discover the authentic values 
in non-Christian religions "so that these may be purified and elevated and 
the gospel of Christ inserted within them". The theologians urged mission- 
aries - both clergy and laity - to "enter into the cultures of the non- 
Christian people...to understand them from within and encounter them as they 
are, within the very heart even of their own religious experience and sensi- 
bertey~. 


Another major issue was the relation of mission and development. The point 
of departure was the encyclical Populorum Progressto, where development was 
defined as "the development of the whole man and of all men". 


In this sense the promotion of development becomes "a living and eloquent 
witness of the Lordship of Christ over the world", the theologians said. 

"This witnessing should be acknowledged as work of evangelization in its 
strict sense, as an act which is explicitly religious. This witness... 
requires in turn the proclamation of the genuine word of salvation, thus 
revealing to men the mystery of our divine calling and answering ‘the problems 
and longings of the man of today'". 


The Rev. Philip Potter and Dr. Walter Hollenweger, both of the World Council 
of Churches' Division of World Mission and Evangelism, were among those 
invited to a public session on the final day when the theologians’ con- 
clusions were presented and discussed. 

EPS 


No. 14 - 17th April, 1969 11 


KHOREN I VISITS NORTH AMERICA 


New York, (EPS) -- Khoren I, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia (Armenian 
Apostolic Church), joined representatives of other Christian communions here 
on April 13 for a special ecumenical prayer, followed by joint recitation 

of the Lord's Prayer. 


"We welcome, with feelings of Christian brotherhood and unity, representa- 
tives of sister churches who join us in our prayers during this, our first 
Pontifical divine liturgy in America", the Catholicos said. "They further 
strengthen the tie of spiritual unity without which it is impossible to carry 
forward the sacred mission of the church of Christ in the twentieth century." 
The service was held at the inter-denominational Riverside Church. 


The ecumenical prayer came following the celebration of the Armenian mass 
and divine liturgy by the Catholicos, assisted by Archbishop Hrant Khatcha- 
dourian, prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, and Arch- 
bishop Sahag Ayvazian, prelate of the Armenian Church of Greece. 


The Catholicos, whose see is located at Antelias, Lebanon, arrived in the 
United States April 10 for a three-month visit to his parishes. From New 
York he will go to California and Canada. The Armenian Apostolic Church of 
America includes 32 churches with about 125,000 members. The Armenian 
Church of North America recognizes the Holy See of Etchmiadzin in Armenia, 
USSR. 


Those participating in the Riverside Church service were Bishop Philip 
Furlong, Roman Catholic Archdiocese, New York; Very Rev. George Bacopoulos, 
Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America; Rev. Raymond Maxwell, 
Episcopal Church; Archbishop Athanasius Y. Samuel, Syrian Orthodox. Church, 
Antioch; Mgr. Pascal Maljian, Armenian Catholic Church; Mgr. Louis Risha, 
Maronite Church; Rev. G.H. Chopourian, Armenian Evangelical Church; Dr. 
Ralph Holdeman, NCC (USA); and Dr. Philip Johnson, WCC. 


EPS 
WOMAN MINISTER PARTICIPATES 
IN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL SERVICE 
Toronto, Ontario, (EPS) -- An ordained woman made history here by taking 


an active part in an inter-religious service at St. Michael's Roman 
Catholic Cathedral. 


The Rev. Harriet Christie read the lesson and for the rest of the service 
sat with Anglican Bishop George Boyd Snell, the Rev. Eoin Mackay, a Pres- 
byterian, and Patrick Vesey, a Roman Catholic layman. No woman had ever 
taken an active part in a service at the 12l-year-old cathedral before. 


Miss Christie is principal of the United Church of Canada's Covenant College 
for women here. 


Other participants were Catholic Co-adjutor Archbishop Philip F. Pocock of 
Toronto and the Rev. R.S. Dunn, a Baptist who is president of the Canadian 


Council of Churches... 
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Special Feature 
COLD COMFORT FARM 


by Frances S. Smith 
WCC Staff Writer 


"Our farm becomes shyly pregnant - with pumpkins at the moment, but with | 
more exciting possibilities in the future." 


This arresting sentence from a recent newsletter from Cold Comfort Farm 
aptly describes the present state of this inter-racial community seven 
miles outside Salisbury, Rhodesia. There 30 Africans and Europeans seek 
through farming "to RE SPOLS understanding, friendship, co-operation and. | 
development among people". 


The Cold Comfort Farm Society made its precarious debut in 1964. But it 
began to flourish only after buying the 88-acre estate of Lord Acton early 
in 1967. | 


The story of the land's purchase reads like a suspense novel. The society 
had previously leased 20 acres from Lord Acton with an option to buy. Then 
the British settler suddenly decided to leave the country and offered the 
entire farm for £15,000 ($36,000), setting a time limit of one month for 
raising the money. Another bidder stood by in case the society failed to. 
meet the deadline. co yong , 


The World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and © 
World Service had already agreed to put the farm on its 1967 project list 
circulated to member churches. Some £3,000 had come directly to the farm 
from friends in Switzerland, Berlin and Great Britain. Two days before 
the deadline the World Council forwarded the needed £12,000 obtained from 
Christian Aid, the relief agency of the British Council of Churches. 


In subsequent months churches in the U.S. gave $10,740 and an international 
organization in Holland sent $2,500 for capital expenditures and operating 
costs to get the farm started. 


Included in the estate was a large farmhouse, four workers' cottages, three 
boreholes for water, and very good agricultural and grazing land. Here the 
community raises vegetables, maize, sheep and chickens. 


More than half the produce is sold to people from surrounding African town- 
ships who pick what they want. for their own use, weigh their purchases and 

pay a very modest price. They also linger to gossip and find out what the 
community is up to. This gives opportunity for discussing politics, economics 
and the community's philosophy of life. 


"We are not just concerned to grow ever bigger mealies and make more chickens 
lay ever more eggs", the leaders explained recently. '"We can but try to 
work out amid the intricate complications of modern life what the Christian 
gospel means in practice, in terms of personal, social, economic and poli- 
tical arrangements. Our faith in Man, the common man, is daily confirmed 


(more) 
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by the sound insight and judgment of our humblest member when discussing 
the events of the day and planning for the next over the evening meal." 
(Newsletter of March 1968.) 


Today the majority of the farm's 30 members are Africans, and more than 
50% are under 17 years of age. A diverse group, they come from widely 
separated geographical regions, tribes, sects and social levels. Academic 
education varies from university-trained to illiterate. They are not hand 
picked, most seemingly came by chance. 


All work full-time with their hands except for one or two people holding 
jobs in town. They accept a common discipline and reach decisions by 
agreement, with final authority resting in the chairman, Mr. Didymus Mutasa. 
A former civil servant, Mr. Mutasa held a responsible job in the forestry 
service before he became one of the 13 founding members of the Cold Comfort 
Farm Society. Another founder, Mr. Guy Clutton-Brock, serves as treasurer. 


He is a British settler of liberal persuasion who opposed federation in 
the 1950's. 


The co-operative nature of the project is a source of amazement to neighbours 
from the townships, conditioned by European domination to doubt the African 
capable of running a farm. There must be a white boss somewhere, they often 
say. Again and again it must be explained that a group of young and deter- 
mined men and women are together managing the property. 


Life at the farm is simple. Each night after supper the staff plans the 
next day's tasks. Afterwards they study all manner of subjects from the 
British constitution to economic history, the journeys of St. Paul, health, 
science and basic biology. Saturdays bring football and film showings. 


The way has not been easy. At one point the prices of vegetables and poultry 
dropped as farmers overproduced to offset their tobacco losses. The 
community's dream of breaking even after nine months on the new farm flew 

out of the window when drought struck. 


"We got all ready for a dramatic effort in production of dry land crops 
when the rains were due in November", one newsletter reports, "but there 
was nothing but a few short showers which encouraged us to plant and then 
left us in the lurch... Maize, our basic food, began to wither. To save it 
we had to move our irrigation off the vegetables. Then the main pump broke 
down and no spare parts were available closer than Johannesburg." 


A typical tale of farmer's woes, yes. But especially devastating to first- 
year farmers with no reserves. 


Now the income from vegetable sales appears to be doubling yearly, and by 
the end of 1969 Cold Comfort Farm expects to show a profit. 


In addition to those who buy produce, there are numerous visitors, including 
people from the churches and the university. Even the African police out 

on farm patrol always arrive in time to stay the night. They say the farm 
is the only place they are treated with dignity and courtesy. 


"We invite anybody to this place", explains the staff, "but they should 
know our motto is: "Treat your guest as a guest for two days and on the 


third day give him a hoe." (more) 
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"We are not a training centre", explains the chairman, "but young people 
who live and work here, preferring it to the frustration of standing on 
street corners, may train themselves in sundry skills, simple and sophi- 
sticated. We are not a youth centre, but most of us are young. We are 

not a school, but most spend their evenings improving their academic educa-_ 
tion...We are not an inter-racial centre, not being much concerned with 
race. We are not a Christian centre; but hoeing turnips and breaking 
bread together, we fumble forward to find the Way of Christ. ai 


"As citizens of a country and members of the universal Church we are 
naturally concerned with our neighbours, with political, social, and economic 
affairs. The gospels seem to enjoin this.” . rm 


A clue to the community's thinking about the present Rhodesian régime is 
contained in the newsletter of March 1968: . 


"The rebel régime is not supported politically or consciously by more than 
a small minority of the population. But many, a majority perhaps of both 
black and white, are corrupted to a greater. or less degree by the modern 
philosophy and practice of gaining and getting, every man for his own en-~ 
richment....The communal concern of the tribesman is all too easily re- 
placed by the acquisitive greed of the modern individual. This perversion, 
the antithesis of the Christian gospel, is not confined to Rhodesia, which 
offers just an extreme example of a disease widely prevalent in the modern 
world." 


The régime seeks to secure "this greedy way of life, that those who have 
may gain more. The complaint of all too many is not that the way of life 
is perverse, but that they themselves are excluded ‘on account of race from 
being so perverted". 


Cold Comfort Farm advocates "sharing, not exploiting; consulting, not 
ordering; working out together what is fair" 


"Christ came into the world so that we may have abundant life, not so that 
we may be able to eae tne our fellowmen and show fat bank balances at the 
end of every year", the community says. 


After a recent visit to the farm, the Rev. William H. Crane, secretary in ~~ 
the World Council of Churches’ Division of World Mission and Evangelism,’ 
stated: "It is the most hopeful thing I saw in Rhodesia. This co-operative 
effort of black and white is a symbol of what Rhodesian society could be. 
They are not just protesting racist ideology but offer a creative af firma- ‘s 
tion of the dignity of work and the possibility of living together in 
community". 


Odd of the World Council of Churches to spend so much on so few, critics of 
the farm have said. 


Yes, very odd indeed, answers the Cold Comfort community. But odder still 
of God to squander His only Son on a handful of lakeshore fishermen. Mostly 
illiterate, none had passed his General Certificate of Education. Peter was 
irresponsible, John dreamy, Judas turned out a bad 'un. Very odd what Love 
will do. Spread a million seeds to produce one growing point. But the 
World Council has done it, says the community, so it is up to us to hg ke 


And that is just what they are doing! P 
EP 
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PENTECOST 1969 


Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches 


"GOD RENEWS!" 
God renews! 


That was the basic message of the Fourth Assembly of theWWorld Council of 
Churches held in Uppsala, 1968. 


The Holy Spirit, active and surprising as ever, led us into new under- 
standings of His gifts to the Church: we discovered anew Christ's purpose 
to bring people of all times, of all races, of all places, of all conditions 
into an organic and living unity in Him, by the Holy Spirit under the uni- 
versal fatherhood of God. 


This means that we must continue to seek the unity of all Christians and 

at the same time a new openness to the world in its aspirations, its achieve- 
ments, its restlessness and its despair... It also means that we have to re- 
pudiate all sin and human wickedness which distort humanity in the life of 
mankind, starting with those still. found in the Christian community. 


We discovered anew our responsibility, to participate in the struggle of 
millions of people for greater social justice and for world development.. 

For the first time in history we see the oneness of mankind as an inescapable 
mandate. Our common task is to ensure that all men share in the proper use 
of the world's resources. 


We urge all congregations and all Christians to accept joyfully this 
responsibility as a test of their obedience to God. We must contribute to 
the search for proper structures on the international and the national level; 
we must find ways to contribute sacrificially to funds for development, 

both as churches and as individuals; not least we have to generate among 
our fellow men the awareness of the reality of human suffering as well as 
the real chances to break the vicious circle of misery. 


We believe that the Spirit is at work in the world as well as in the Church; 
He corrects and directs the energies of people towards a continuous renewal 
of all our thinking and all our communities; He takes the suffering of 

men and welds it into pressure for change; He gives voice to the voiceless 
and teaches silence to the noisy; He instils in men the longing for God 
and for the revelation of His sons. 


So let us rejoice in the gifts of the Spirit which have been given "for the 
common good" (1. Cor. 12:7) and let us be hopeful because He who called us 
will also give us the imagination, the courage and the perseverance to 
testify to His work, both in what we say and what we do. 


Let us therefore unite in the prayer of the Assembly: 
(more) 
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God, our Father, you can make all things new. We commit ourselves to 
you; help us: 


- to live for others since your love includes all men, 
- to seek those truths which we have not yet seen, 


- to obey your commands which we have heard but not yet 
obeyed, 


- to trust each other in the fellowship which you have given 
to us; 


16 


and may we be renewed by your Spirit through Jesus Christ, your Son and _ 


our Lord. 
Amen. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: 


(Patriarch) German of Serbia - Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
(Bishop) Hanns Lilje —- Hanover, Germany 

(Rev. Dr.) D.T. Niles - Atchuvely, Ceylon 

(Rev. Dr.) Ernest A. Payne - Pitsford, England 

(Rev. Dr.) John C. Smith - New York, USA 

(Rev. Dr.) W.A. Visser ‘t Hooft - Geneva, Switzerland 
(Bishop) A.H. Zulu - Eshowe, South Africa 
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INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY DEBATED 
AT BOSSEY CONSULTATION 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A strong believer in the power of dialogue, the WCC- 
sponsored Ecumenical Institute at Chateau de Bossey near here last week 
brought together two age-old adversaries - employees and employers - to 
attack a problem as common to the Eastern world as to the West. 


The topic for dialogue was industrial democracy - how much part should 
workers play in decisions affecting work conditions and production? Does 
the fact that employees own shares in a company give them any voice in its. 
management ? 


A key figure in the German employers’ association, Dr. Ernst-Gerhard 

Erdmann, was brought into conversation with leftist leaders of the French 
trade union movement. The vice-president of a large Canadian aluminium 
company exchanged views with Yugoslav specialists in workers’ self-management. 


"Despite heated divergency of opinion", said Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate 
director of the Ecumenical Institute, "this was a remarkable consultation — 
both because of the atmosphere of listening to one another and the friend- 
ships that developed". Part of the credit must go, he said, to the fact 
that there were only two formal speeches during the six days (April 10-16) 
but seven working group sessions. 


The consultation was one of a series the Bossey Institute is sponsoring 
exploring "questions of acute importance for the future of man". It illu- 
strates the effort WCC agencies are making to implement the emphasis on 
"the human" stressed at the Fourth WCC Assembly in Uppsala last July. 


After all the verbal sparring was over,a few points of agreement emerged. 
All agreed that a certain degree of employee participation in decision- 
making is necessary. This is ineffective if it does not take place on all 
levels: shop floor (departmental), factory,and industry-wide. While some 
management spokesmen objected that this slows the production process, the 
limited data available shows production goes up when co-determination is 
practiced on a voluntary basis. 


Some participants went further and said co-determination must take place 
at the national level, including ownership of the means of production by 
the workers. In most countries this would require a total re-ordering of 
society. This view aroused strenuous objections from some of the 40 present. 


Other points of basic disagreement centred on whether workers should parti- 
cipate in decisions about running the industry or only on working conditions, 
whether managers are equally responsible to the workers and the shareholders, 
whether co-ownership (when workers are paid partially in shares) means co- 
determination. 


Two participants from the Third World challenged both employers and employees 
to examine how their country's production affects the developing nations. 
"What is the impact of arms production on the Third World?", they asked. 

All participants agreed it is time to look at this question. 


Dr. Weber gave biblical meditations on the doctrine of Man and Christian ethics. 
EPS. 
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ECONOMISTS APPOINTED TO GUIDE 
VIETNAM REHABILITATION PROGRAMME 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A Vietnamese research economist and an American agricultural 
economist have been named co-secretaries of the Co-ordinating Conference for 
Reconstruction in Vietnam that is to meet in October in South-East Asia. 


Canh Nguyen-Tang, 28, and Don Luce, 34, will work under the direction of the 
Asia secretary of the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(DICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. 


The co-secretaries will aid the 50-member Co-ordinating Conference to draw up 
preliminary plans for the churches’ post-war aid programme in war-torn 
Vietnam. 


They will also survey possible needs in Vietnam and canvass churches around 
the world for interest in co-operating in the programme. The Co-ordinating 
Conference was established at a recent DICARWS meeting here (EPS No. 12). 


Nguyen-Tang, a Buddhist from South Vietnam, is a graduate of the universities 
of Saigon and Lausanne and the Graduate Institute of International Studies 
in Geneva. He has been on the staff of the Capital Research Co. here. 


Don Luce of the United Church of Christ (USA) took degrees in agricultural 
economics at the University of Vermont and Cornell University. Fluent in 
Vietnamese, he has been connected with rural life in Vietnam since 1958 when 
he did research and extension work on sweet potatoes in the Highlands. 

From 1961 to 1967 he was director of the International Voluntary Service in 
Vietnam and during 1967 was chairman of the Council of Foreign Voluntary 
Agencies there. 


Since October 1967 he has lectured in the USA and done research in Vietnam 
for the Board of Social Concerns of the Methodist Church (USA) and Cornell 
University» He is co-author of the book Vietnam - The Unheard Voices. 


Participants in the October meeting will be drawn from church relief agencies 
interested in the rehabilitation programme, the Christian community in 
Vietnam, the East Asia Christian Conference and the World Council of Churches, 
and will include others with particular knowledge of the Vietnam situation. 
They will seek to reach agreement on a common strategy for working in Vietnam, 
and will give special attention to the Vietnameses' own understanding of 
the needs of their country. 

EPS 


MORALE OF BURMESE CHRISTIANS 
IS HIGH, WCC STAFF MEMBER FINDS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Members of the Christian churches in Burma are doing 
"tremendously creative work" among the mountain tribes in the remote parts 
of that South-East Asian country, the Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, staff member 
of the World Council of Churches, said here following a recent visit. 


Results of their work are seen in increased church membership and in 


efforts towards self-support, Dr. Kitagawa said. (more) 
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Mr. Kitagawa, who is secretary for urban and industrial mission in the 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism, visited India, Malaysia, Singa= 
pore and Indonesia in addition to his brief stop in Burma. He was seeking 
first-hand information on outstanding mission projects among urban and 
industrial workers. 


Morale among Burmese Christians is "astonishingly high", he reported. 
Although contacts with the outside world have been virtually cut off, 
Christians feel this may be a blessing in disguise, forcing them to dis- 
cover many hitherto untapped resources within themselves. 


Most Christians have hesitated to join the Burma National Socialist Party, 
he found, fearing that it would demand their total allegiance. The 
majority, however, wholeheartedly approve the government's attempt to free 
itself from dependence on outside aid. They are eager to participate in 
the nation-building task, while remaining committed to the world-wide 
ecumenical fellowship, Dr. Kitagawa said. 


Dialogue between Christians and Buddhists is furthered by the Burma 
Christian Council's Commission on Buddhism, which sponsors study con- 
sultations and an annual seminar on Buddhism open to all seminary graduates. 
Sessions are held either at the Anglican theological school or the Baptist 
seminary. Social conversation between Christians and Buddhists is common- 
place, Dr. Kitagawa said, and increasing numbers of Christians participate — 
in Buddhist New Year's celebrations. 


EPS 
NEW GUINEA THEOLOGICAL 
SCHOOLS FORM ASSOCIATION 
Port Moresby, Papua-New Guinea, (EPS) -- Twelve theological schools in: the: 


Solomon Islands and the Territory of Papua and New Guinea last week formed » | 
an interdenominational organization known as the Melanesian Association 
of Theological Schools (MATS). 


The inaugural meeting was held at the Roman Catholic Holy Spirit Regional 
Seminary at Bomana, a suburb of Port Moresby, with Rev. Dr. Patrick Murphy, 
S.V.D. as host. 


Funds provided by the Theological Education Fund of the World) Council of 
Churches made possible attendance by church leaders from throughout this 
widespread island territory. 


The decision to form the association followed the Theological Consultation 
at Lae, New Guinea, in April 1968 attended by representatives of Anglican, 
Catholic, Lutheran and United Church theological schools. ‘Observers came 

from the Evangelical Alliance and the Salvation Army. 


The new association aims to improve the standards in member institutions, 
facilitate the exchange of ideas and theological information, foster re-— 
search and act as liaison with other groups. 


It will also encourage the search for authentic Melanesian forms of Christian 
faith and worship, indigenous Christian leadership, and church union. 
EPS 
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WCC DELEGATION TO VISIT RUSSIA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A five-member delegation from the World Council of Churches 
will visit the Union of Evangelical Christian-Baptists of the USSR from 

May 3-13. The president of the Union, Mr. Ilia Ivanov (Moscow), recently 
sent an invitation and the World Council has decided to accept in order to 
deepen contacts by conversations with the officials of the Union and by 
visiting different congregations. 


The delegation will be led by Dr. Eugene L. Smith, executive secretary of 
the New York office'of the World Council of Churches. The other members 
will be the Rev. John Arnold (Church of England), Principal Olle Engstrém 
(The Mission Covenant Church of Sweden), Pastor Kyaw Than, general secretary 
of the East Asia Christian Conference (Burma Baptist Convention), and Pastor 
Reinhard Groscurth, secretary in the World Council's Secretariat on Faith 
and Order (Evangelical Church in Germany). 


EPS 
CONGO PROTESTANTS TAKE 
FIRST STEP. TOWARDS UNITY 
Nganda, Congo-Kinshasa, (EPS) -- A first step towards an organic united 


church for the Congo was taken here recently at the 48th General Assembly 
of the Protestant Council in the Congo. 


A section of a resolution on evangelism passed by the assembly said: "In 
order to put an end to the shameful conflicts and divisions between churches 
and missions, the General Assembly determines that these churches and missions 
shall unite and constitute one legal entity - that of ‘the church. In cases 
where the church is not a legal entity, the mission shall cede its legal 
rights to the church". 


The resolution held that the organic unity of the Church of Christ in the 
Congo must be assured as a consequence of the existing spiritual unity. 


To make this possible, the Executive Committee was asked to draw up a draft 
constitution to be submitted to the next assembly. 


When the country became independent in 1960 there were more than 50 mission- 
ary societies at work. Today the number stands at 47 societies and 41 
Protestant churches belonging to the Protestant Council. 


Attending the General Assembly which was held at the Catholic Centre of 
Nganda, a suburb of Kinshasa, were the Apostolic Nuncio, Mgr. Maury Gio- 
vanni Battista, and the Minister of Home Affairs, Mr. Nsinga. General 
Secretary of the council is the Rev. Jean B. Bokeleale, a member of the 
World Council of Churches’ Executive Committee. 


Several other resolutions called for increased contacts with the Roman Catho- 
lic Church and the Kimbanguists, an independent national church with approxi- 
mately one million members. Representatives of both churches were present 


as observers. 
(more) 
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The assembly discussed various ways in which Christians might play an active 
part in the life of the country. One resolution called on the churches to 
start co-operatives and community development centres. Another recommenda- 
tion called for the creation of a medical committee of 15 members to advise 
the council's Department for Medical Work on the choice of medical projects 
to be undertaken. A first meeting was set for May 12-13. In addition 

there will be four observers, one each from the Catholics, the Kimbanguists, 
the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization. 


EPS 
ANOTHER PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
TO APPLY FOR WCC MEMBERSHIP 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, (EPS) -- The "Brazil for Christ" Pentecostal Church. here 


will apply for membership in the World Council of Churches, according to 
its founder, Pastor Manuel de Mello. 


De Mello, who is building the largest church in the world to seat 25,000 
persons, said in a recent interview the church will join the WCC to receive 
"a social orientation" because of the "social mission" of the World Council 
in today's world. 


Widely known in Pentecostal circles since founding his church 12, years ago, 
de Mello said another reason for his wanting to join the World Council was 
to "get rid of the stingy attitude that divides men into denominations". 


The fiery Latin American preacher attended the Fourth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in Uppsala, Sweden last year. After watching the 
traditional worship services, he said he felt "like Ezekiel in the valley 
of dry bones". 


De Mello has introduced a new style of worship in which the people parti- 
cipate and express their agreement or disagreement by actions and words, 
glorifying God. At first it attracted a congregation of 2,000 but now draws 
one of the largest congregations in the Americas. After a spate of attacks 
from established churchmen he eventually evolved a style of worship 
Brazilians like. His results show it. 


The passing years with their growing numbers of converts and the concern 
of this Pentecostalist for the material and social needs of his people 

in living the gospel have led one Latin American news service to remark: 
"With this ecumenical consciousness directed towards renewal, the Pente- 


costalists should become one of the greatest revolutionary forces in 
Protestant thought in Brazil." 


But de Mello is not only concerned about the social change his people must 
undergo. He is emphatic that "the most important task of the Church is to 
evangelize". And he wants a "believer who is able to witness in the society 
in which he lives" and not be a "church mouse". 


EPS 
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BISHOP HUDDLESTON AND MR. OLIVER TAMBO 
TO SPEAK IN LONDON | 


Geneva, (EPS) -= Bishop Trevor Huddleston from London's East End will 

speak with Mr. Oliver Tambo, the militant African nationalist, on "Racism 
as a Major Obstacle to World Community" at a public meeting in Church House 
Westminster, London, on May 21 at 20.00 hours. 


The meeting is in connection with the World Council of Chur ches~sponsored 
Consultation on Racism at the Ecumenical Centre, Notting Hill (May 19-24). 


Bishop Huddleston has taken the place of Archbishop Michael Ramsey, who 
was invited to speak but is unable to attend owing to a previous engage- 
ment. that: vere, 


Fa ocd Ramsey ae eee Gh an alternative invitation to preside at a. 
plenary: session of the consultation on Wednesday morning, May 21, when "The 
Role of the Churches and the World Council of Churches in Combating Racism" 
will be: discussed. 


Bishop Huddleston of Naught for Your Comfort fame has long been associated 
with Africa. A priest of the Community of the Resurrection, he worked in 
what was then Northern: Rhodesia, in South Africa, and later became’ Bishop 
se of:Masasi, Tanzania. Now he is Bishop of Stepney, having the pastoral care 
of this immigrant, working-class area. 


Mr. Tambo, a South African now living in Tanzania, has headed the African 
National Congress since the death in 1967 of Chief Albert Luthuli, the first 
African to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 


The public meeting, to be chaired by U.S. Senator George McGovern (Democrat, 
South Dakota), is a highlight of the 54-day consultation which will recommend 
"a programme of education and action for the eradication of racism" to the 
World Council and its 234 member churches. 


Mr. Tambo, educated at St. Peter's School in Johannesburg and Fort Hare 
University College, was one of 156 persons charged with treason by the 
South African Government in 1956. Following the withdrawal of the case 
against him, he resumed the practice of law with Nelson Mandela and was 
particularly outspoken in opposition to the pass laws. In 1960 Mr. Tambo 
was told by the African National Congress to leave the country so that he. 
‘could carry on the struggle for freedom for all South Africans. His organi- 
zation, the ANC, operated openly in South Africa from 1912 until 1960 when 
it was banned by the government. 

a EPS 


NEW PAMPHLET ON EXPERIMENTS WITH HUMANS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The ethical issues involved in organ transplants and other 
current medical experiments are graphically described in a new panes in 
the World Council Suddas Series entitled "Experiments with Man". This 
report of last year's ecumenical consultation on the subject held at the 
Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, has been edited by Hans-Ruedi Weber and is 
published by the WCC and Friendship Press in the U.S. It is available for 
S.Fr./DM 5.80; °10/6d; $1.50 from either the New York or Geneva offices of 


the WCC. 
EPS 
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DWME APPOINTS NEW STAFF MEMBER 


Geneva, (EPS) -- An addition to the staff of the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches has been announced here 
this week by the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the division. 


Miss Inga-Brita Castrén of Helsinki, Finland, who has been on the staff of 
the World YWCA here since 1962, becomes administrator for the division on 
August 1. 


She will also be responsible for contacts with church councils and churches 
in Northern Europe, and with the WCC's Division of Ecumenical Action. 


A graduate of the University of Helsinki with a Bachelor of Divinity degree 
and a Master of Arts in education, literature and psychology, Miss Castrén 
attended the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey after serving 
the Student Christian Movement of Finland for 10 years. She was also a 
staff member of the Laymen's Training Institute of the Church of Finland 
and the World Student Christian Federation with responsibility for work in 
Africa. ; 


At the YWCA she has helped to organize consultations on ecumenical policy 

and practices, young adults, the task of Christian movements in countries 
where the dominant faith is not Christian, and a European Bible Study Seminar. 
She has edited YWCA publications of ecumenical news, Bible study and a 


booklet of prayers. 
EPS 


WEST INDIAN CHURCHES AIDED 
IN ECUMENICAL DEVELOPMENT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The West Indies is an ecumenically underdeveloped area in 
spite of more than 450 years of Christian history, said the Rev. Philip 
Potter, associate general secretary of the World Council of Churches, on 
his return from a recent tour of several Caribbean islands. Mr. Potter, 
himself a West Indian from the island of Dominica, was in the Caribbean to 
introduce the Rev. David Chaplin to the churches there. 


Formerly dean of the Anglican Cathedral in Port of Spain, Trinidad, Mr. 
Chaplin became secretary for inter-church relations in the English-speaking 
Caribbean on January 1 under a three-year appointment from the Division 

of World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. His area 
extends from British Honduras to Guyana (the distance from Britain via 
Moscow and Kakhov to Cyprus). He will assist the churches in drawing 
closer together, in the formation of Christian councils, and in the co- 
ordination of ecumenical efforts. 


It is hoped to hold a conference of churches and councils in three years' 


time, Mr. Potter reported, to see what form of regional organization might 
be established. 


Ecumenical co-operation has been aided by a number of international organi- 
zations, including the YMCA, the YWCA and the World Student Christian Fed- 


(more) 
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eration. The World Council of Christian Education has promoted the 
development of Christian education curricula and the training of leaders 
through the Caribbean Committee for Joint Christian Action. 


The World Council of Churches has provided assistance to victims of hurricanes. 
Its Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service channels funds 

and material aid from churches around the world. So does Church World Service 
of the National Council of Churches in the USA, which has lately been stimu- 
lating Christians in the Leeward and Windward Islands to consider how they 

can participate in projects of development. 


The World Council has also helped in furthering theological education, 
organizing seminars in home and family life, and advising on lay training. 
In Georgetown, Guyana, for instance, a centre is being built in the crypt 
of the cathedral which will serve the laity of all confessions. Four West 
Indian churches belong to the World Council, and the Christian Councils of 
Jamaica and Trinidad are associated with its Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism. 


"Christianity came to the New World of the Americas first in the West Indies 
in 1492", said Mr. Potter. "This means the churches are old and established 
and co-exist with each other. 

"Protestants do not have the same complex about Roman Catholics as exists 
elsewhere in the Americas", he said. One interesting feature of recent 
church relations is the active participation of Roman Catholics in ecumenical 
affairs, playing an important role in the Christian councils of Trinidad and 
Guyana. 


"Tn other countries Protestants and Roman Catholics are creating councils 
of churches as channels for working together", he reported. "By breaking 
through confessional barriers, they may well be ecumenically in advance of 
other areas that have had more attention from the World Council and other 
ecumenical bodies." 


Mr. Potter considered the Caribbean churches had. suffered. from being too 
devoted to their various traditions and too reluctant to adjust to rapidly 
changing conditions. They need to be helped to discover their relevance 
to today's world, he noted. 


"One of the vital contributions the ecumenical movement can make is to 
create the climate in which this issue of relevance can be raised and faced", 
he said. Problems crying out for the churches" attention include the 
poverty which persists in the. islands, the Church's mission in rapidly 
growing urban areas, and race relations, particularly in Guyana and Trinidad 
where there are large Hindu and Moslem communities. 


"As the churches realize more and more their potential for co-operation, 

they will make a significant contribution not only to the area but also to 

the ecumenical movement as a whole", the World Council executive predicted. 
| | ant | EPS 
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FIXED DATE FOR EASTER 
ADVOCATED BY PATRIARCH 


New York, (EPS) -- Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I of Constantinople 
has called for a common date for the celebration of Easter in Eastern and 
Western Christianity. 


The appeal was made in Easter 1969 statements received here and released 
by Archbishop LIakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America. Orthodox Easter this year was observed April 13. 


The Patriarch said it was "sad" that Christians celebrate Easter on different 
dates. He expressed a "fervent wish that all Christians will observe to- 
gether the Holy Sunday of Easter...and that as soon as possible studies will 
be undertaken, wholeheartedly and with Christian humility, that may lead 

to the realization of a universal observance of the greatest and most sacred 
feast of Christianity". 


EPS 


ARMENIAN CHURCHES HOLD COMMON 
DOCTRINE, KHOREN I STRESSES 


New York, (EPS) -- The Armenian Church is and will continue to be one in 
its history, language, dogma and constitution, His Holiness Khoren I of 
the Holy See of Cilicia said here. Difficulties with the See of Etch- 
miadzin in Armenia have been solely of an administrative nature, he main- 
tained. 


Khoren I was here on a three-month visit to his North American followers. 
He spoke at a luncheon given April 17 by the U.S. Conference for the World 
Council of Churches in the Inter-church Centre. Dr. Eugene Smith presided. 


"T declare to all here that I consider His Holiness Vasken I of Etchmiadzin 
as my senior brother", Khoren stated. 


The U.S. has two dioceses of the Armenian Church with the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America recognizing the See of Cilicia and the Armenian Church of 
North America recognizing the See of Etchmiadzin. Both sees are members 

of the World Council. 


Dr. John Coventry Smith, a WCC president, paid tribute to the youthful 
leadership of the ancient church, calling attention to the fact that the 
youngest member of the World Council's Executive Committee is Bishop Sar- 
kissian, 36, chancellor of the Catholicosate of Cilicia. 

EPS 


NEW SEE FOR SERBIAN CHURCH 


Belgrade, (EPS) -- The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
has created a new see to be known as the Western European and Australian 
See, with its seat in London. The Synod designated as bishop the Rt. Rev. 
G. Lavrenti (Trifunovich) of Moravitza, a member of the World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee. who has been the Patriarch's vicar-general. 


His enthronement took place in London March 30, 
EPS 
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"DISCRIMINATION IN SPORT" 
CHALLENGES NEW ZEALAND CHURCHES 


Christchurch, (EPS) -- Churches in New Zealand have been challenged to 
think more clearly about problems connected with sports tours to South Africa. 


The National Council of Churches here. published April 9 a study by socio- 
logist Richard Thompson called Race Discrimination in Sport., It recounts 
the controversy engendered by a New Zealand rugby team's visiting South 
Africa. 


Since 1959 the New Zealand churches have played a leading but ambiguous 
part, says Mr. Thompson. Churches have defended the Maori against possible 
insult, but church statements have not taken apartheid seriously, he says. 


"If apartheid is a blasphemy against the Holy Spirit - as the working party 
for the British Council of Churches unanimously concluded - how far is it 
possible to go along with the demands of such a policy?", he asks. 


In 1960, the New Zealand team known as the."'All: Blacks". (because of the 
colour of their jerseys). toured South Africa despite strong opposition from 
New Zealand trade unions, universities and. churches. .A.196/ tour was can- 
celled. The next tour is planned for 1970, and the New Zealand Rugby Union 
shows every sign of assuming it can once again ignore.all protests and pro- 
ceed with its plan. 


On a recent visit to New Zealand, Mr. Dennis Brutus, a Coloured South 
African working for the London-based. Defence and Aid Fund which helps 
families of African political prisoners, convinced many waverers that church- 
men should work to prevent the rugby team from participating in.a tour 
organized on a racist basis. 


The National Council of Churches has re-printed the Message to the People 

of South Africa, issued by the South African Council of Churches (EPS No. 35, 
1968). This is a clear statement of the theological grounds on which apart- 
heid and the gospel are seen as incompatible. 


Mr. Thompson has accepted an invitation to, participate in the World Council 
of Churches' Consultation on Racism, to be held in London May 19-24. 
EPS 


ROMAN CATHOLIC AND 

REFORMED CHURCHMEN MEET 

Amsterdam, (EPS) -- Conversations between the Roman Catholic Chur ch and 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches will begin in the spring of next 
year, if the authorities of both groups agree to a recommendation from a 
joint consultation held near here last week. 


In a statement after the four-day consultation no mention was made of the 
subjects for future conversation. It iis understood these would “be deter- 
mined by the Executive Committee of the World Alliance when it meets in 


Beirut in August, and by the Roman Catholic Secretariat for Promoting 


Christian Unity in Rome.” (more) 
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At last week's conference two important papers on "The Presence of Christ 
in Church and World" were discussed. Reports on conversations between 
Roman Catholics and Reformed Churches in the United States and the Nether- 
lands were heard. 


If the Executive Committee of the Reformed Churches and the Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity agree to hold talks from next spring, they will 
follow a clearly defined time-table to be rounded off in 1973. 


Those taking part in the consultation were: 


For the WARC: Rev. Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary, WARC, Geneva; 
Rev. Dr. Rudolf J. Ehrlich, New College, Edinburgh; 
Rev. Dr. Gerrit J. Hoenderdaal, Leyden University, Netherlands; 
Rev. Dr. James H. Nichols, Princeton Theological Seminary, USA; 
Rev. Dr. Jacques de Senarclens, Geneva University; 
Rev. Richmond Smith, WARC staff. 


For Roman Fr. Jérdme Hamer, O.P., secretary of the Secretariat for 
Catholic Promoting Christian Unity, Rome; 
Church: Abbé Joseph Hoffmann, Roman Catholic/Protestant Commission 


in France, Strasburg; 

Mgr. Frans Thijssen, Netherlands Episcopate, Utrecht; 

Fr. Kilian McDonnell, 0.S.B., executive director, Institute 
for Ecumenical and Cultural Research, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, USA; 

Fr. Paul Verdzekov, Diocese of Buea, Cameroon; 

Dr. August Hasler, Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


The Rev. Dr. Johan P. Boendermaker of the Lutheran Seminary, Amsterdam, was 
present as an observer for the World Council of Churches. 


EPS 
LEAVE REVOLUTIONS TO THIRD WORLD AND 
CHANGE WEST'S STRUCTURES, SCM TOLD 
Manchester, (EPS) -- Students in the West need not concern themselves too 


much with revolution in the Third World, but should get on with changing 
structures in rich countries like Britain which make exploitation of poor 
nations possible. 


This was the advice offered 1,400 students from 32 countries attending the 
"Response to Crisis" Congress held here under the sponsorship of the British 
Student Christian Movement. 


Ronald Segal, the exiled South African writer, assured the students: ''The 
/Third World/ will have their revolutions. You.can make it more difficult." 


Diminutive, 60-year-old Dom Helder Camara, Archbishop of Olinda and Recife, 
Brazil, captivated the congress by denouncing capitalism as egotistic and 
cruel, and the socialist countries as not much better. His broad endorse- 
ment of the vision and guidance offered in the Haslemere Declaration (EPS No. 
13, 1968) led the congress to vote to work with the Haslemere Group in press- 
ing the government to revise its trade and aid policies towards developing 
countries. Dr. Visser 't Hooft, WCC honorary president, preached the last day. 
EPS 
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HE LOST HIS TICKET TO PARADISE! 


by Geoffrey Murray 
WCC Staff Writer 


Count Vladimir Tatistcheff, born in Russia 67 years ago, lay in bed at 

St. Andrew's Red Cross Home, Dublin, Ireland, one day last month and thought 
of the 12 years he had spent in Chinese gaols and concentration camps. Then 
he wrote to the World Council of Churches who had befriended him: 


"Here in St. Andrew's I am like in Paradise but still»sick, must stay in bed, 
and therefore please excuse me for my horrible handwriting." 


Like in Paradise. But he almost did not make it. On his way from Shanghai to 
Dublin he lost his baggage and his air ticket in Hong Kong. Both were found 
and returned to him. And now he has an assured haven in which to live out 

the rest of his life. 


It is a long odyssey that Count Tatistcheff has travelled since his birth in 
Leningrad — then known as St. Petersburg - on October 17, 1901. In his time 
he has been an Oxford University undergraduate, a soldier in the French 
Foreign Legion, a diplomat, a language teacher, a journalist and a beauty 
specialist. 


He left Russia in January 1919 as secretary to his father's diplomatic mission 
to Italy, France and Great Britain. He spent a year at Oxford University in 
1920 and later enrolled at London University. 


In a moment of despair, he joined the French Foreign Legion in May 1929, was 
wounded while fighting in North Africa, and in September 1930 he was released. 
Then for a time he worked in France. He speaks Russian, French, Italian, 
German, Portuguese and Spanish. 


Count Tatistcheff left France in 1935 and settled in Shanghai. As a language 
teacher and translator he was in touch with nationals of many countries. These 
associations made him suspect and during the ‘fifties he was charged with 
"political crimes detrimental to the cause of the Chinese Revolution". For 
this he was imprisoned and sent to concentration camps. 


Released finally in 1964 he was sent, broken in health, to a rest home. From 
there he wrote to the World Council of Churches’ Refugee Office in Hong Kong 
and asked if he could be helped to emigrate to another country. 


Then a search, which was to last for more than four years, began in co-opera-~ 
tion with the office of the United Nations' High Commissioner for Refugees, 

to find a country that would accept the count. One after another studied his 
papers, only to turn him down. But last October the government of the Republic 


of Ireland agreed to admit him. 


It took four months to obtain an exit visa from China. In February he was 
brought down to Hong Kong, provided with warm clothing by the WCC's Refugee 
Service, and put on an aeroplane for Dublin via London. 


(more) 
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A representative of the British Council of Churches met him in London on .. 
behalf of the WCC. She found him at the airport without luggage, without any 
knowledge of where he was bound for in Dublin, and without his ticket from 
London to Dublin. He had dropped his ticket after passing through the emi- 
gration department at Hong Kong airport! 


But the ticket was picked up and BOAC put it on their next plane for London. 
His luggage too was traced. And eventually the Service to Refugees worker 
saw him safely off to Dublin, where the Irish Red Cross placed him in their 
St. Andrew's Home. 


In his letter to the World Council, Count Tatistcheff refers to his trials 
and difficulties in China and adds: 'During these years I recovered my 
child's faith in God and know that the merciful Lord does not want to destroy 
me." 


The final comment comes from a World Council of Churches' Service to Refugees 
worker. °\ In closing the file she wrote: "It is good to know that this istory 
has a happy ending." 

EPS 
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BLACK ECONOMIC CONFERENCE DEMANDS 
$500 MILLION "REPARATIONS" FROM CHURCHES 


New York, (EPS) -- A five-page "Black Manifesto" calling on American churches 
and synagogues to give $500 million in "reparations" for various black pro- 
jects is now being presented to denominational executives and prominent local 
churches. 


Adopted by the first National Black Economic Development Conference attended 
by 700 blacks in Detroit April 25-27, the manifesto warns that blacks will 
"disrupt'’ the activities of "racist" churches and synagogues and seize sele- 
cted religious agencies if the demand is not met. 


The nation-wide programme of disruption began May 4 when James Forman, 
director of international affairs for the Student Non-violent Co-ordinating 
Commitee, disrunted the Sunday morning service at interdenominational River- 
side Church here to read a list of demands. These included rent-free office 
space in the church for the National Black Economic Development Conference, 
unrestricted use of the church's phones, radio station and classrooms, and 
60% of the church's income from stock and real estate. He gave the congre- 
gation until May 11 to meet the demands. 


Earlier Mr. Forman had presented the manifesto to two national officers of 
the Episcopal Church, Bishop Stephen Bayne and Bishop Brooke Mosley. Pre- 
siding Bishop John Hines was out of the country. 


Bishop Bayne said, "We believe in the demands presented to us; we have 
supported some of them. I don't question the morality of reparations... 

I'm not even questioning the $500 million figure; black people are probably 
entitled to a lot more". 


But he told Mr. Forman and the Rev. Lucius Walker, Jr., chairman of the 
Detroit conference who accompanied him, that it was "unreasonable to think 
this is the way to go about raising this amount of money from the church. 


"We are a powerless institution utterly dependent on the contributions of 
people, and this kind of confrontation tactic will accomplish nothing at 
ail”, he said: 


Nine Projects Listed 


The Black Manifesto specifies a number of projects for which the $500 million 
in "reparations" would be used. They include a Southern Land Bank to help 
poor people to buy land; four major black publishing and printing industries; 
four cable television networks; a research-skills centre for blacks; a 
national black labour strike and defence fund; and a black university; a 
"Black Anti-defamation League"; and a United Black Appeal similar to the 
United Jewish Appeal. 


In the manifesto white persons are asked to show the same "patience, toler- 
ance and non-violence" that they had expected from the blacks. At the same 
time the manifesto warns that blacks are "not opposed to violence and are 


not opposed to force". 
PP oe (more) | 
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"We were kept in bondage and political servitude and forced to work as 
slaves by the military machinery and the Christian Church working hand in 
hand", it declared. 


Planning for the Detroit conference was co-ordinated by the Inter-religious 
Foundation for Community Organization (IFCO), a coalition of national 
religious agencies and local community groups. About 20 other groups were 
involved in the process. 


Press reports said the vote in favour of the manifesto was 187 to 63 with 
numerous abstentions. However, Mr. Walker termed it an "official docu- 
ment from the conference and said he "personally supports" it and "will 
seek its endorsement by the IFGO board". IFCO was asked to provide staff 
and money for implementing the conference demands. 


EPS 
NATIONAL COUNCIL'S RACE PROGRAMME 
LACKS FINANCIAL BACKING 
New York, (EPS) -- U.S. denominations are failing to provide sufficient 


funds for the National Council of Churches’ Crisis in the Nation programme 
designed to alleviate ghetto problems, overcome white racism and plan for 
urban renewal. 


This information was given to the NCC's General Board at its spring meeting 
here May 1-2. 


The programme received $240,000 in 1968 from the denominations. At the 
time of the board meeting, only $166,640 had been pledged for 1969. In 
1970 the programme will be incorporated within the regular budget of NCC 
units, it was announced. 


Dr. Arthur Flemming, NCC president, said one implication was that the 
National Council as organized "cannot maintain a sustained drive in the 
social action arena". 


Dr. Charles Spivey, director of the crisis programme, blamed multiplying 
denominational initiatives which are sometimes competitive and lack ecu- 
menical co-operation. 


Speaking on behalf of nine black caucuses within American churches, the 

Rev. Metz Rollins said blacks find a "credibility gap" between actions and 

the NCC-endorsed statement on the crisis programme. He suggested restructuring 
the NCC to make it an effective ecumenical agency, reallocating church 

funds and redirecting use of staff, bringing black churches into the planning, 
working to strengthen black denominations, and making good on church commit- 


ments to IFCO. 


In a separate action the General Board voiced opposition to the deployment of 
the anti-ballistic missile system (ABM) now pending before Congress. The 
board said the ABM system is not necessary for national security and its 


effectiveness is doubtful. 
EPS 
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ECUMENICAL THEOLOGIANS 
ON TWO COMMISSIONS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Four of the nine Roman Catholic theologians on the World 
Council of Churches' Commission on Faith and Order were appointed to the 
30-member Theological Commission of the Roman Catholic Church by Pope 
Paul VI last week. 


They are: Fr. Walter Burghardt, professor at Woodstock College, USA; 
Prof. Jorge Medina of the Catholic University of Santiago; Prof. Joseph 
Ratzinger, University of Tiibingen; and Fr. Th. Tshibangu, Rector of Lov- 
anium University, Kinshasa, Congo. 


Several other members of the Theological Commission have actively parti- 
cipated in World Council activities. Father Yves Congar, 0.P. belongs to 

the pioneers of the ecumenical movement. He contributed to ecumenical 

thinking in the first years of the WCC's exi:.tence and particularly to the 
preparation of the World Conference on Faith and Order in Montreal 1963. 

Prof. Rudolf Schnackenburg is a member of the Theological Commission on 
Catholicity and Apostolicity working under the sponsorship of the Joint 
Working Group between the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church. Fr. Leguillon and Prof. Johannes Feiner participated in other studies. 


The Catholic members on the WCC commission were elected at the Council's 
Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden last July on the recommendation of the 
Vatican. 


The new Catholic commission was recommended by the Synod of Bishops in 
1967 and is to advise the Pope on doctrinal questions. 


EPS 
NEW WCC EMBLEM INSTALLED 
AT ECUMENICAL CENTRE 
Geneva, (EPS) -- A delegation from the Swedish Ecumenical Council partici- 


pated in ceremonies marking the placement of a modern version of the World 
Council emblem in the garden of the Ecumenical Centre here. 


The contemporary representation of the ecumenical ship with the Cross, 
designed by Swedish artist Olof Hellstrom, had served as the focal point 
for the Fourth WCC Assembly at Uppsala, Sweden in July 1968. The 13-foot 
hammered copper emblem was placed near the library building. 


Archbishop-emeritus Gunnar Hultgren of the Church of Sweden made the presenta- 
tion and the Rev. Gosta Nicklasson of the Mission Covenant Cuurch gave the 
dedicatory prayer. Also present were the artist, the Swedish Ambassador 

to the United Nations, Erik von Sydow, and Mr. Ragnar Lund, chairman of the 
Ansvar Assurance Company, which paid for the emblem's construction. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary, accepted for the World Council. 
) EPS 
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JOINT CCSA/RC SPECIALIZED TEAM STUDIES 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN ALGERIA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A teamjof specialists is reviewing proposals for develop- 
ment projects in Algeria referred to it by the Christian Committee for 
Service in Algeria (CCSA), and two Roman Catholic agencies, Caritas Alger- 
ienne and Catholic Relief Services (USA). Four proposals are under con- 
sideration and six more are likely to be referred shortly. 


A report on the work of the specialists, who are known as COPRODEV, was 
given at the recent meeting of the CCSA held at the World Council of 
Churches here. 


COPRODEV has five members, with a sixth - an agricultural technician - 
expected in July. 


In a written report Mr. Michel Moinet, co-ordinator of COPRODEV, termed a 
bee-keeping project in the mountains of Kabylia "particularly interesting". 


"This programme was submitted to CCSA by the Department of Planning", 

Mr. Moinet wrote in his report. "The costs will be covered by the Algerian 
government, and it will be under the responsibility of the Directorate of 
Agriculture for the Province of Tizi-Ouzou. Our participation is requested 
at three stages: (a) on-the-spot study with local authorities; (b) eventual 
establishment of a programme of work and training; and (c) recruitment 
through CCSA of two or three specialists in bee-keeping". 


Mr. Moinet stressed the importance of participation by national and regional 
leaders, as well as persons in charge at the local level. 


The Christian Committee for Service in Algeria now has the help of a 24- 
member Advisory Committee, made up of eight members of CCSA's staff and 

associates, seven representatives from government ministries and the Red 
Crescent, six representatives of churches in Algeria, and three "friends 
of CCSA". 


The CCSA is an independent, ecumenical body for which the WCC's Division of 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World Service provides a secretariat and seeks 
to raise its annual budget of $125,000. The committee supports development 
projects in Algeria. At the request of the Algerian Ministry of Education, 
it is currently trying to find 30 teachers of mathematics, physics, and 
vocational training. 

~ EPS 


ECUMENICAL THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
FOR ENGLAND NEXT YEAR 


London, (EPS) -- The Victorian-style Handsworth Methodist Theological College 
and the modern comprehensive Anglican Queen's College in Birmingham are to 
merge next year, according to a report from the Methodist Ministerial Train- 


ing Committee published this week. 


The new college for men and women will be on the Queen's site near Birmingham 

University. It will be the first ecumenical college in England. Other 

churches, including the Roman Catholic Church, will be invited to send students. 
EPS 
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WORLD BANK PRESIDENT CONFERS 
WITH WORLD COUNCIL LEADERS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The importance of agricultural projects in the nations 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America was stressed by the president of the 
World Bank, Mr. Robert S. McNamara, during a private visit to the head- 
quarters of the World Council of Churches here (April 26). a 


Mr. McNamara, a member of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, met 
with the Council's general secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, and staff 
members engaged in development efforts. The staff of the Committee on 
Justice, Development and Peace between the World Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church were also present. 


The former American defence secretary told the churchmen that with food 
shortages inevitable, new projects by the churches to help the less developed 
nations must put emphasis on agriculture. 


The Council, Mr. McNamara said, must make available technical assistance to 
enable the projects it will initiate to become a pattern stimulating the 
local community. 


The need for developing nations to build up trust, both in their own 
technical leadership and that of Western nations, was also seen as a priority 
if projects are to expand after short-term technical experts return home. — 


The World Bank keeps in touch with the Council's thinking and planning on 
development through Mr. Harold Graves, a member of the World Bank's staff. 


EPS 
KING KIGELI V 
VISITS WCC HEADQUARTERS 
Geneva, (EPS) -- During a visit here last week King Kigeli V, the exiled 


king of Rwanda, thanked the World Council of Churches and the All Africa 
Conference of Churches for help given to his.people who are refugees. 


Himself a refugee since the 1962 disturbances in Rwanda, King Kigeli was 
received by Canon Burgess Carr of Liberia, Africa secretary of the Division 
of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service, and by other staff members. 
In a 90-minute discussion the seven-foot king, speaking in his native tongue, 
called attention to the urgent needs of 150,000 Watusi refugees living in 
various African countries. He himself lives in Nairobi, Kenya. 


Accompanied by two aides, King Kigeli is in Europe seeking support for his 
war-scattered subjects. In Rome he conferred with officials of the Roman 
Catholic Church to which many of his people belong. 


Canon Carr promised the needs of the Watusi refugees would be reported to 
the Council's general secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the Division of 
Inter-church Aid, and the Special Agency of the AACC. 

EPS 
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GREEK PROFESSOR SUSPENDED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A Greek Orthodox professor of church history at the Uni- 
versity of Athens, Dr. Gerassimos Konidaris, has been suspended for six 
months by the Greek Government for "incompatible behaviour". 


The Education Ministry's order suspending him was published in the Greek 
Government's official Gazette No. 118 C on April 22. 


Professor Konidaris is a former member of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches and is participating in several World Council 
studies. 


According to the Greek press, the reasons given in the order include the 
professor's indulging in "impermissible hints and criticisms of the 
Government's legislation for the cleansing of the Church of Greece in a 
manner which either aroused displeasure among students or offered the 
occasion for malevolent accusations against the Government", The London 
Times also reported the suspension. 

EPS 


MOSCOW PATRIARCH ASKS GREEK GOVERNMENT 
TO RE-EXAMINE MOUNT ATHOS RULING 


Moscow, (EPS) -- Patriarch Alexei of Moscow and all Russia, head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, has addressed a telegram to Mr. George Papadopoulos, 
Prime Minister of Greece, protesting the violation of the rights and ancient 
traditions of the Orthodox monasteries on Mount Athos, notably the Russian 
monastery of St. Pantelemon, according to a report in the Soviet news 

agency Tass of April 28. 


The Patriarch mentioned specifically the new decree of the Greek Government 
giving the governor of the peninsula the right to intervene in the inner 
life of the monasteries and to infringe on their property rights (EPS No.7). 


Certain paragraphs of the decree, said the Patriarch, are humiliating and 
vexing to the monks on Mount Athos. To the Orthodox community, the decree 
is nothing less than a blow to the centuries-old foundation on which the 
fraternity is based, he wrote. 


The Patriarch asked the Greek Government to re-examine the problem and re- 
establish on Mount Athos the order that has prevailed for 800 years. 
EPS 


DAY OF FASTING SUGGESTED 
TO WORLD'S METHODISTS 


Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, (EPS) -- The World Methodist Council has 
called on Methodist churches around the world to make Aldersgate Sunday 

(May 25) a day of fasting in remembrance of the world's poor and hungry. 
Noting that more than a billion human beings today know the pangs of hunger, 
the Council: said it had no authority to call for an offering, but suggested 
that any offering received be sent to the United Methodist Church's Committee 


on Overseas Relief in New York. 
EPS 
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OLD CATHOLIC TALKS WITH 
ROMAN CATHOLICS MAKE GAINS 


Bonn, (EPS) -- Basic agreement on the understanding of the scriptures 
and the sacraments was reached by representatives of the Old Catholic 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church who met here recently. 


In a joint statement issued at the end of a series of talks, it was stated 
that no agreement had been possible on the jurisdictional primacy of the 
Pope and his doctrinal authority. Differences on the indissolubility of 
marriage were also noted, with the Old Catholics sanctioning the wedding 
of divorced persons. 


The Old Catholic Church was formed in 1870 when groups of Roman Catholics 
in Central Europe left the church in protest against the Qagreas ton of the: 
dogma of sihsinih papain ryan doh 


Old Cathdlid ichut'ch leaders have expressed "special joy" over the forth- 
coming visit of Pope Paul VI to the headquarters of the World Council of’ 
Churches in Geneva on June 10. 

EPS 


FINNISH ORTHODOX NAME NEW BISHOP, 
VOTE TO SEEK WCC MEMBERSHIP 


Kuopio, Finland, (EPS) -- At an extraordinary church assembly the Finnish 
Orthodox Church voted to apply for membership in the World Council of. 
Churches and elected Archimandrite Johannes (Rinne) as assistant bishop 
of the church. He will aid Bishop Aleksanteri in Helsinki. 7 


Born in Turku, Finland in 1923, Archimandrite Johannes studied at universi- 
ties in Helsinki, Durham, England and Thessaloniki, Greece, as well as Union 
Theological Seminary in New York and the Leningrad Religious Academy. 


He was ordained a deacon in 1967 and the same year became archimandrite. 
At the Fourth WCC Assembly in Uppsala, he represented the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople. 


His consecration will take place in the Uspenski Cathedral on May 24. The 

Ecumenical Patriarch, the Russian Orthodox Church, the Lutheran Church of 

Finland and the Roman Catholic Church have been invited to send representatives. 
EPS 


"DECLARATION OF FAITH" PRODUCED 
BY TWO CANADIAN CHURCHES 


Halifax, Nova Scotia, (EPS) -- A 6,500-word document entitled "Declaration 
of Faith" will be published in June in official journals of the United. 
Church of Canada and the Anglican Church. 


Produced by a special commission on doctrine, it is "a common understanding 
of Christian faith and practice as we move towards the new manifestation 

of the Church". The statement is provisional and revisions will be made 

in the light of comments from both’ churches. A union of the two churches: 
is proposed by 1974.56 | | 
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AUSTRALIAN ANGLICANS STRENGTHEN 
TIES WITH PHILIPPINE CHURCH 


Brisbane, Australia, (EPS) -- As of this month, members of the Philippines 
Independent Church will be able to take Communion in Australia's Anglican 
Church and vice versa as the result of a concordat approved by the Anglican 
General Synod of 1966. 


As evidence of the increasing fellowship between these two communions, the 
Anglican Primate of Australia, the Most Rev. Philip N.W. Strong, is in 
Manila this week to attend the consecration of the Cathedral of the Holy 
Child and to serve as a co-consecrator at the service raising new bishops 

to the episcopacy. In 1948 the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA) consecrated 
three bishops for the Philippines Independent Church. 


From Manila Archbishop Strong will go to Saigon to visit Australian army, 
navy and air force units from May 10 to 15. 


EPS 
ASIAN OFFICE IS FIRST STEP 
IN WSCF REGIONAL EXPERIMENT 
Geneva, (EPS) -- The first of a number of regional headquarters being opened 


by the World Student Christian Federation is in Asia, located in Tokyo 
because of the city's strategic importance in Asian politics. 


Manning the Tokyo office are Moonkyu Kang, Kentaro Shiozuki and David Swain, 
with the possibility of a fourth staff member to come. 


In addition to running a communications network within the region and between 
Asia and other regions, the office will implement the Latin America/Asia 
Project. The growing gap between these two continents will be studied in 
depth. Within this framework, the regional team will attempt to learn 
whether on questions of revolution and development, there are basic differ- 
ences, or merely a difference in emphasis and approach. 


Other projects will be the Asia Leadership Training Centre and the Asia 
University Study Project. 


The WSCF views the opening of its Asian office as part of a structural ex- 
periment in which those making policy decisions for Asia are based on the 
spot, in order to have a better grasp of the political and cultural 
realities. At the same time they will maintain close contacts with the 


world headquarters in Geneva. 
EPS 


IRISH COUNCIL URGES GOVERNMENT TO ACT 


Dublin, Irish Republic, (EPS) -- The Irish Council of Churches at its annual 
meeting here welcomed the declaration of the new Prime Minister of Northern 
Ireland about the progress of reform and urged the government to deal with 
the basic political causes of unrest in the Province. 


Council chairman the Rev. R.D. Eric Gallagher told the meeting, "It is the 
inescapable duty of the churches to urge the government to lose no time in 
pressing on with a full programme of reform". The people of Northern Ireland, 
he added, know the kind of society they want but seem unable to achieve it. 

1 EPS 
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PRESIDENT KENYATTA SPEAKS 
AT CHRISTIAN COUNCIL ANNIVERSARY 


Nairobi, (EPS) -- The President of Kenya, Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, attended the 
25th Anniversary observance of the National Christian Council of Kenya at 
the Limuru Conference Centre on May 7. 


President Kenyatta was guest of honour at an official luncheon given by the 
National Christian Council of Kenya and the Limuru Conference Centre Board 

of Governors. He also laid the foundation stone for an extension to house 

a training wing. 


A speech of welcome was given by James Gichuru, Member of Parliament, and 
a prayer of invocation was offered by Anglican Bishop Festo Olang'. 


The anniversary, which took place during the Annual General Meeting of the 
Christian Council, was marked by a review of the history of the Council and 
a panel discussion on "The Concern of the Church for the Welfare of the Com- 
munity". Panel chairman was the Rev. John Gatu. Mr. John Kamau is general 
secretary of the NCCK. F536 


NUMBER OF MISSIONARIES 
IN ANGOLA DRASTICALLY CUT 


Utrecht, Netherlands, (EPS) -- The number of non-Catholic missionaries in the 
Portuguese province of Angola has fallen from 258 in 1961 to 50 today, accord- 
ing to a report in the publication of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands. 


The Rev. J. van der Linden, reporting from Congo, said that many of the 
missionaries refused re-entry visas are working in neighbouring countries, 
hoping Portugal's policy in Angola will be modified. 


"In Northern Angola", said Mr. van der Linden, "Protestant services have 
been prohibited. This includes prayer meetings, regarded as illegal poli- 
tical gatherings and punishable as such. Missionaries are not allowed to 
moved about freely and annual assemblies cannot be held". 


"Whenever a Protestant school is built", the Reformed clergyman continued, 
"the government erects a school next to it although there are many places 
in Angola that are entirely without schools" 


In Southwest Angola, Protestants are permitted to hold regular worship services. 


He said that 400,000 Angolans have fled into the Congo where the "refugees 
have found shelter among the Congolese population in the villages". 


EPS 
NEW SOCIAL SERVICE EMPHASES MUST 
BE BROUGHT TO CHURCH'S ATTENTION . . 
Glion, Switzerland, (EPS) -- The continuance of a diakonia secretariat within 


the World Council of Churches and the establishment of a working committee 

were among recommendations made by a consultation on diakonia held here 

May 2-5. These suggestions will go to the Central Committee in August. 
(more) 
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Interpreting the word diakonia as "showing forth the love of Christ in the 
service of men", the 35 representatives of church boards and organizations 
present said the World Council could be helpful in developing a common 
concept of the diaconal dimension of ministry. 


"The Uppsala Assembly showed at many points the churches’ concern for dia- 
konia", said the participants, "and the programme of study and action 
issuing from the Assembly on such questions as Man, development, education 
and race, would seem to imply a strong diaconal emphasis" within the WCC. 


Among the tasks of the diakonia desk are promoting dialogue between the 
churches on their diaconal tasks and opportunities, helping the churches 
develop forms of service most appropriate to their particular situations, 
setting priorities in areas not covered by WCC departments and other ecu- 
menical agencies,and making contacts with the laity professionally engaged 
in social service. 


The churches must be aware of developments taking place in the social 
service field, and re-evaluate their own services in the light of the 
common ecumenical calling. The Rev. Bengt-Thure Molander is executive 
secretary of the diakonia desk. 


EPS 
U.S. CONFERENCE HEARS TRENDS 
IN THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 
Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, (EPS) -- Social and doctrinal questions are 


not "two separate spheres of ecumenical activity", said the Rev. Paul Abrecht 
of the World Council of Churches staff, speaking here recently. They are 
"two dimensions of the struggle of the Church to express its witness and 
service to the world". 


Mr. Abrecht gave one of the major addresses at the annual meeting of the 
U.S. Conference for the WCC. 


In co-operating with industrialists, administrators and technologists in 
meeting the challenge of development, theologians will receive knowledge 
and contribute vision, according to Mr. Abrecht, executive secretary of the 
World Council's Department on Church and Society. 


Development requires not only financial aid and technical assistance, he 

emphasized, but also new patterns of economic and political life "in both 
economically developed countries and in the developing countries, and in 

their international relations". 


Prof. J. Robert Nelson, Methodist theologian teaching this year at the Ponti- 
fical Gregorian University in Rome, cited several causes for "gratification 
and hope" in Catholic ecumenism, including the appointment of Cardinal Wille- 
brands as successor to the late Cardinal Bea in the Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, the Pope's approval of growing co-operation between Protest- 
ants and U.S. Roman Catholics, and the Pope's scheduled visit to the WCC. 


The conference honoured Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde for his direction of the 

Commission of the Churches on International Affairs for 23 years. his 

retirement on January l. EPS 
EPS 
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Special Feature 


A CHURCH SERVING HONG KONG 24 HOURS A DAY 


by Mrs. Germaine Swain 


In May 1967 when rioting broke out in the streets of Hong Kong and Mao badges 
blossomed overnight on the breasts of many young people, the elders at Holy 
Carpenter Church in the congested industrial and dockland district of Hung 
Hom didn't just stand around wringing their hands. They went into action 

and opened a youth centre. 


Sensing that a church might have little appeal to youth in revolt, they 
approached the Hong Kong Housing Authority for space in a nearby low-cost 
housing estate. 


Soon judo, wrestling and Chinese boxing were absorbing the energies of refugee 
youngsters badly in need of both physical and mental education. 


Today the Holy Carpenter Youth Centre in the Valley Road Estate boasts a 
miniature natural history museum, a library, a sports room and an aquarium. 
Music and folk dancing vie for popularity with table tennis, badminton and 
basketball. Gardening, aquarium-keeping, first aid, English and tailoring 
classes enable young people to learn during their leisure hours. 


This immediate response to a specific need is nothing new for a church that 
feeds 300 factory and dock workers each weekday, runs a practical training 
centre offering a two-year course in five trades to 300 young people, sponsors 
a marriage savings scheme for young workers and a mutual benevolent associa-. 
tion to compensate for Hong Kong's lack of social security. 


The story of Holy Carpenter Church goes back to 1954 when the Rt. Rev. Ronald 
O. Hall, then Anglican Bishop of Hong Kong and Macao (now retired), persuaded 
the government to sell him a small hill at Hung Hom. The hill was close to 
the docks and factories forming one of the main industrial sections of Kowloon. 


Bishop Hall recruited 14 unemployed youths temporarily housed at. St. 
Christopher's Orphanage to level the hill. After 44 months the job was 

done and they set to work building a church. Working alongside’ them was 

the Rev. Francis Yip, a young Anglican priest inspired by Bishop Hall's 
vision of Christian service. After the building's completion Father. Yip 
stayed on as priest-in-charge. And it is largely due to his imagination 

and concern for working people that. the church has kept pace with the, area's 
development. 


A simple rectangular structure of granite blocks with asbestos sheeting for 
a roof and breeze bricks instead of windows, Holy Carpenter. provides a place 
where workers can worship with their families on Sunday evening after their 
seven-day workweek is over. There they kneel before the altar. with its wood 
carving of "Christ the Carpenter", a cross and two candles. 


From Monday to Saturday the church is the pulsing heart of the Hung Hom 


community. 
y (more) 
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In the Workers' Canteen three wholesome Chinese dishes are offered, plus 
as much rice and soup as one can eat - all for HK$1 (U.S.$ .16 or 1/4d.). 
Those unable to pay even this small sum receive free meal tickets to enjoy 
their food without losing face. 


In another corner of the church a doctor and her assistant treat 30 patients 
a day in morning and afternoon clinics. A nursery for children of working 
mothers, opened two years ago with the help of the Society for the Protection 
of Children, occupies two floors of a new building less than 100 yards from 
the church. Here 40 babies from one month to two years are cared for from 
morning to sunset. Holy Carpenter's Children's Centre on another floor has 
supervised play for 70 pre-primary children. 


Among the tide of refugees from mainland China who have flooded Hong Kong 
are many young people. Separated from their families and lodged in tiny 
cubicles, they are easy prey to criminal influences, drugs and gambling. 
Knowing this, Bishop Hall built a three-storey annex as a hostel with simple 
but comfortable accommodation for workers of 14 to 30 years. The cost: 
HK$20 (U.S.$3.20 or £1.6.10) a month. Only requirements for admission are 
good health, good behaviour and decent employment with a monthly income of 
under HK$300 (U.S.$48 or £20.2.0.). Unemployed members get free lodging 
until they find a job. The top floor serves as a dormitory for students 
attending the Practical Training Centre. 


Situated on an 8,800-foot site adjoining the church and hostel, the Training 
Centre occupies a three-storey building given by the Royal Jockey Club and 
put up on government-supplied land. Equipment for the five workshops for 
practical training was purchased with money the World Council of Churches 
solicited from churches in the U.S., Britain and Germany. Six classrooms 
are available for classes in Chinese, English, mathematics and general science. 
By studying full-time for two years, young people from 12 to 16 can learn one 
of the following trades: refrigeration and air-conditioning, automobile re- 
pair, metal and wood work, or sewing, tailoring and embroidery for girls. 


The Marriage Savings Scheme was inaugurated to meet the problem of young 
couples who have spent all their savings on the wedding feast and then are 
in dire straits when the first baby comes and the mother is forced to stop 
working. The money lender may seem to offer a solution, but often the loan 
becomes a burden from which they never free themselves. 


Members of the scheme are required to put aside HK$20-30 every month. At the 
end of two years they receive the accumulated capital with interest and a 


bonus. 


Another very popular service offered by the church to compensate for the lack 
of inexpensive amusements in Hong Kong is the low-cost guided tours for 
workers and their families. Every Sunday since October 1966 a tour has been 
conducted to some point of interest, even though it may be on one of the out- 
lying islands. Average participation is 150, and on one record-setting Sunday 


there were 370. 


It has been said that at Holy Carpenter it is almost impossible to tell where 
the church's worship life ends and its service begins...and vice versa. For 


(more) 
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Francis Yip has instilled in his parishioners the conviction that to worship 
is to serve. And today many of them are taking responsibility for the various 
organizations and programmes that make Holy Carpenter the hub of the Hung Hom 
community where the work-weary, the homeless, the hungry, the discouraged and 
the defiant know they will find a welcome 24 hours a day! 
EPS 
(Photos are available.) 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


The World Council's art director, Mr. John Taylor, recently visited Japan 
at the invitation of the National Christian Council to advise on exhibits 
for the Christian Pavilion at Expo '70. Outside Tokyo he toured the Agape 
Factory for the Physically Handicapped sponsored by Japan Church World 
Service, where he took these pictures. Recognized as a creative programme 
of vocational rehabilitation, Agape has received limited government help 
in expanding its facilities. 


Opposite: (457) Least handicapped receive training in machine shop work, 
fitting them to take jobs in industry. (457a) Others learn to assemble 
electronic components and make jewellery. (457b) Cerebral palsy victims 

are able to make and bundle cardboard boxes. (457c) The Rev. Kentaro Buma 
of National Christian Council staff learns that all work done at the factory 
is on a sub-contract basis. 


Agape provides a climate in which each person can fully. exercise and extend 
his abilities. Living together at the centre, they plan club and recreation 
activities and regularly discuss the problems of community living. This en- 
courages decision-making and self-discipline so essential if they are to live 
independent lives in society. 


Back Page: (458) Ecumenical Institute at Chateau de Bossey near Geneva is the 
scene of numerous consultations and seminars when it is not in use for the 
Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies. (459-462) Recently it was the scene 
of a training course for those who will lead work camps for young people this 
summer. Special efforts were made to recruit Third World students to direct 
some of the 38 projects sponsored by the WCC's Youth Department. 


(463) Vietnamese research economist Canh Nguyen-Tang, 28, and American agri- 
culturalist Don Luce, 34, are co-secretaries of the Co-ordinating Conference 
for Reconstruction in Vietnam (EPS No. 15). (464) Mr. Robert McNamara, 
director of the World Bank, conferred recently with Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
WCC general secretary, on church efforts in economic development (this issue). 
(465) Before the modern ecumenical emblem installed last week in grounds 
of Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, are Olof Hellstrom, the artist;  Archbishop- 
emeritus Gunnar Hultgren, Church of ‘Sweden; and Dr. Blake. (466) Prior to 
emblem's dedication Archbishop Hultgren led a service of Holy Communion in 
the Ecumenical Centre chapel. 

EPS 


(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, Department 
of Communication, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-d.; S.Fr./DM 5.-.) 
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TRINIDAD SENATOR APPOINTED TO JOINT 
WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC PROJECT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Rev. Roy G. Neehall, 40, leading Church and State 
personality in Trinidad, West Indies, has been appointed an associate secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches/Roman Catholic Committee on Society, 
Development and Peace. 


Dr. Neehall is a former Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Trinidad and 
Grenada, and is a Senator in the Upper House of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Parliament. 


Of East Indian origin, Neehall was educated at Queen's Royal College in 
Trinidad and at the University of Toronto. In 1958 he was awarded an ecu- 
menical fellowship at Union Theological Seminary, New York City and under- 
took the Rockefeller Foundation-sponsored programme of advanced religious 
studies. 


In October 1967 Hurlington University, Ontario, Canada, conferred the 
Doctorate of Divinity on the West Indian churchman with the citation "For 
services to Church and nation in Trinidad and Tobago". 


Shortly after the former British colony became independent in August 1962, 
Dr. Neehall was one of seven Senators appointed to represent interests out- 
side party politics in the twin-island nation. In the Upper House he-is the 
nation's spokesman on religious affairs, the official religions of Trinidad 
and Tobago being Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. 


Dr. Neehall took the initiative in organizing the Christian Council of Trini- 
dad and Tobago, which includes the Roman Catholic diocese. 


In the ecumenical movement he is a member of the Board of Managers of the 
World Council of Christian Education and is at present chairman of the Carib- 
bean Committee for Joint Christian Action publishing church school curri- 
culum materials for the area. 


In his new appointment, which he will take up on July 1, Dr. Neehall will 
be an associate to Father George Dunne, S.J., in a joint programme to study 
and promote peace and world co-operation for development in Latin America, 
Africa and Asia. 

EPS 


ANGLICAN CONVOCATIONS VOTE "YES" 
ON FIRST PHASE OF METHODIST UNION 


London, (EPS) -- The Anglican Convocations of Canterbury and York meeting 
here approved the controversial service of reconciliation as part of the 
proposed unity scheme with British Methodists. 


Votes in favour of the service totalled fractionally more than the 75% 
necessary when the final ballot will be taken July 8 with the two Con- 
vocations and the Methodist Church meeting separately. In the voting last 
week the Convocations held there is evidence of sufficient agreement in 
doctrine and practice for the church of Eng lane and the Methodist Church 
'to enter Stage One of union. 

EPS 
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PHILIP JOHNSON WILL HEAD 
NEW COMMUNICATION GROUP 


New York, (EPS).-- Dr. Philip A. Johnson, 53, associate executive secretary 
of the World Council of Churches’ New York office, has been elected the 
first executive director of the World Association for Christian Communica- 
tion (WACC).. 


He will assume his new duties on September 1 and make his headquarters in 
London, according’ to Dr. Frederick R. Wilson, president of the association. 
Dr. Johnson's work with the World Council concludes on May 31. 


As executive director, Dr. Johnson will co-ordinate the activities of the 
association, maintain relationships with UNESCO and other international 
organizations involved in communication, and assist churches in their com- 
munication programmes. 


Although the interest of the WACC is directed primarily to broadcasting, 
Dr. Johnson said, the association will consult with organizations concerned 
with print, film and other media to develop inclusive strategies for 
Christian communication. 


Major projects include support for short wave broadcasting to Asia through 
station SEARV in Manila, and to Africa, the Middle East and India through 

station RVOG, Addis Ababa,and for a broadcast training centre for Africans 
in Nairobi, Kenya. 


Dr. Johnson, a minister of the Lutheran Church in America, joined the World 
Council, staff in 1966. Prior to that he had been executive secretary of the 
Division of Public Relations of. the National Lutheran Council (now the 
Lutheran Council in the USA). He supervised a news bureau, a radio-TV 
department, the Washington office for government relations, UN observers, 
and the abasic Lutheran Magazine. He began his ministry in Chicago, his 
native city. 

“"EPS 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
WANTS. NEW. IMMIGRATION. LAW 


*Plymouth, (EPS) -- A statement calling for a "wholly new immigration statute" 
was approved by the British Council of Churches at its half-yearly meeting 
here recently. 


The statement was presented to the Council by its Standing Committee on 
Migration. The proposals contained in it were commended by the Council to 
member churches for their endorsement. 


The Council also directed the attention of member churches to the "urgent 


‘néed for action at the local level, by local authorities as well as by 
““ congregations". 
Specific proposals commended by the Council were as follows: 


- A wholly new. immigration statute has become a matter of high priority. 
This law should begin by plard Aye British citizenship, and should 


(more) 
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return to the Kenyan Asians and others similarly situated the 
rights removed from them by the Commonwealth Immigrants Act, 1968; 


“= The new law should also set out as clearly as possible the cate- 
gories of persons (both Commonwealth citizens and aliens) entitled 
to enter the country, and should minimize the range of cases re- 
maining in the discretion of the immigration service. Discrimina- 
tion on grounds of colour should be explicitly rejected; 


- The rights of dependants should be maintained, and the current dis- 
crepancies in the conditions, of entry for the dependants of Common- 
wealth citizens and those of aliens should be abolished; 


- After five years' residence all immigrants, both Commonwealth and 
alien, should have a prtma facte right to become full citizens. 
The arbitrary power which the Home Secretary now has over citizen- 
ship should be qualified by his having to show cause, in open court, 
why citizenship should be denied. 


EPS 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS UNITED 
IN OPPOSING YASUKUNI SHRINE 
Tokyo, (EPS) -- The Liberal Democratic Party's long-threatened Yasukuni 


Shrine Bill met a solid wall of opposition from major religious bodies 
which united in addressing a formal request to President Eisaku Sato asking 
that the bill be dropped. 


The statement, carrying the names of 67 religious leaders, was read at a 
press conference on May 6. Some 23 top religious figures were present to 
state reasons for their opposition and to answer questions. 


The. request says: 


"Because the Yasukuni Shrine Bill, which the Liberal Democratic 
Party is about to introduce into the Diet (Parliament), violates 
religious liberty and the separation of church and state and 
would greatly affect those of us who are members of religious 
bodies and men of faith, we strongly urge that the Bill be dropped". 


The proposed bill would change the status of Yasukuni Shrine (not a cemetery 
but. a Shinto shrine where the "souls of the dead who died in battle for their 
country" are enshrined) from a religious organization to a national, govern- 
ment-supported institution. 


Several reasons were given by religious leaders for.their opposition. . Since 
the shrine is known as a religious place where gods are worshipped and 
prayers offered, it is impossible for the government to say itis not a 
religious place, thus contradicting the claims of the Shinto faith. 


The secularization move is seen by some as a way of gaining financial support 
for a religion while preserving the constitutional guarantee of the. separation 
of religion and state. Others fear it is a desire to return to emperor- 
worship, venerating men who died for the emperor. 


Yoshiaki Iizaka, chairman of the Liaison Committee on the Yasukuni Problem, 
hailed the joint protest as evidence of a new trend in which religions are 
expressing concern not only for the individual but also for society at large-rog 
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"BLACK MANIFESTO" DELIVERED 
TO MORE U.S. CHURCHES 


New York, (EPS) -- The "black manifesto" seeking $500 million in "repara- 
tions" from U.S. churches has been presented to more Protestant denomina- 
tions and agencies and to the Roman Catholic Church. 


The Lutheran. Church in America was asked to provide $50 million as its 
share of the total. A list of demands was posted on the door of the 
denomination's New York headquarters and handed to President Robert J. 
Marshall by James Forman, acting on behalf of the National Black Economic 
Development Conference which met in Detroit in late April. 


The sum of $200 million was demanded from U.S. Catholics in a memorandum 
submitted to.the Archdiocese. of New York. It would be used to establish a 
Southern Land Bank to help poor blacks start co-operative farms. In addition, 
the manifesto requested a list of the Catholic church's assets. A percentage 
of. the total income from these assets would then be negotiated to go towards 
the demands of the black manifesto (EPS No. 16). 


The General Board of the National Council of Churches received the manifesto 
too late to take action but asked its general secretary to report the matter 
to its executive committee on June 23. The board urged member communions to 
give "serious attention" to the demands and act in their own way. 


Meanwhile the manifesto received support from several quarters. Directors 
vot. the National Committee of Black Churchmen, an sadenendsnt organization of 
600 Negro. churchmen, supported the manifesto "in principis, when they met 

last week in Atlanta. They also Bras 9er James Forman as "a BOESTDTgEY pro- 
phet" and. instructed their organization's executive, the Rev. J. Metz Rollins, 
to help co-ordinate support of the demands. One-half of the 4; directors 
were present to hear Mr. Forman. 


Earlier the Ad Hoc Black Caucus, composed of 35 national black churchmen, 
had urged that black denominations and private foundations be included in 
the group from which reparations are sought. 


Directors of the Inter-religious Foundation for Community Organization (IFCO) 
gave their support to the principles and programme of the manifesto, and 

said they would seek $270,000 to help implement it. They avoided any direct 
comment on the “disruptive” methods proposed in the manifesto. The IFCO 
‘“poard of directors is comprised of denominational executives and local com- 
munity organization leaders. 


‘Meanwhile in Paris two unidentified American Negro girls interrupted the 
morning service at the American Church on May 11 to read an eight-page ulti- 
matum to the congregation calling on them to pay to the Student Non-Violent 
‘Co-ordinating Committee $5,000 and to grant "free use of all church office 
facilities to implement our programme". 


The newly arrived minister, the Rev. Emerson G. Hangen, allowed the two girls 
to read their statement. When he then asked them to hear his reply, they 
ignored him and left. Noting that he was sympathetic to their cause, Mr. 


Hangen termed the ultimatum "blackmail". 
EPS 
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LUTHERAN MISSION LEADERS HEAR 
PLEA FOR ECUMENICAL APPROACH 


Asmara, Ethiopia, (EPS) -- Lutheran churches were urged to re-examine de- 
nominational mission programmes and give high priority to ecumenical 
approaches. 


A proposal made to the Lutheran World Federation's Commission on World 
Mission here that international co-operative programmes be encouraged 
stirred wide debate. 


In making the proposal to 150 participants from all continents, Dr. Arne 
Sovik, director of the World Mission Department of the Lutheran Church in 
America, said,"I am not convinced that we have outgrown our conservatism 
and national interest. We're working in a fragmented way towards Christian 
unity". 


After considerable debate, a "recommendation" rather than a resolution was 
passed declaring that "God's mission is one mission...committed to the one 
body of Christ in the world" and that the "disunited church in mission 
contradicts its divine source and character". 


Churches and denominational mission agencies were urged to "demonstrate" the 
"reality of the one mission" through their work. 


Three Roman Catholics took an active part in the commission meetings. Father 
August Hasler, speaking for the delegation, reported "quite a new readiness" 
in Rome for co-operation with the LWF. Other members of the delegation 
were Father Josef Metzler of the Congregation for the Evangelization of 
Peoples and Father Robert Rweyemamu, secretary of the Tanzania Bishops 
Conference. | 

EPS 


LAITY'S ROLE IN MISSION 
STRESSED BY EACC 


Perth, Australia, (EPS) -- "Witness of the Laity" was the theme of the Con- 
sultation on Christian Education and Lay Training (CELT) held here recently. 


The meeting was a study consultation to gain insight into ways of equipping 
persons of all ages in faith, knowledge and skills to engage in mission within 
the churches in Asia and in the world. 


Some 40 specially chosen consultants from 14 nations attended. They included 
those involved in lay academy work; in secular education and occupations; 
Christian education policy-makers, planners, curriculum writers, and field 
workers; and theologians dedicated. to church and society, biblical theology 
and Christian education. 


Bishop Yap Kim Hao of Singapore; the Rev. Roland Giese, general secretary. 
of the Methodist Board of Education in Australia; and Dr. D. Preman Niles 
were co-ordinators of the Consultation. 

EPS 
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WEST GERMAN LUTHERANS ELECT PRESIDENT, 
URGE STRONGER TIES WITH REFORMED CHURCH . 


Augsburg, West Germany, (EPS) -- The United Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in Germany (VELKD), which has represented 15 of. the 40 million Protestants 
in East and West Germany for 20 years, will henceforth restrict its juris- 
diction to the West German Republic. 


The action was voted by delegates to the General Synod meeting here after. 
three regional churches in the East had last December formed a "'VELKD in 


the. German Democratic Republic" independent of the West. 


The .General Synod chose Bishop Hans Otto Woelber of the Church of Hamburg 


‘to succeed Bishop Hanns Lilje, a World Council of Churches president, as the 


president of VELKD.. Bishop Woelber.has been critical of the ''political in- 
volvement" of the Evangelical Church in Germany. While he does not say the 
church should never speak on such issues, he believes it should restrict 


-itself:to issues of major importance. 


A resolution calling for intensified efforts to strengthen the bond of 
fellowship between Reformed and United Lutheran Churches in Germany was 
passed, and a special committee was created to foster this co-operation. 
One task will be to iron out misunderstandings on questions.of full commu- 
nion and pulpit fellowship. | 


Meanwhile in Berlin it was announced that the first synod meeting of the 


newly. constituted United. Evangelical Lutheran.Church in.East Germany is: , 
set for July 3-6 in Eisenach.. The. agenda will include the churches' mission 
today, relationships to other Protestant churches, specific tasks for churches 


-.in, East Germany and the status of-women clergy. 


EPS 
MOVE TO LIMIT FOREIGN WORKERS 
OPPOSED BY SWISS CHURCHES 
Berne, Switzerland, (EPS) -- The Federation of Protestant Churches in Switzer- 


land has reacted strongly to:a suggestion that the number of foreign workers 
in the country be limited to one for every 10 Swiss. 


_."The Swiss economy has, benefitted from these immigrants", said a statement 
by the Council of the Federation. "Ofcourse several problems have arisen 
- which we have not solved or wanted to solve., But we are convinced they can 


be solved if we respect the human dignity and rights of the workers." 


The Federation made three. suggestions: (a) welcome foreign workers as neigh- 
bours and do everything possible to further their integration; (b) consider 
the problem of migration in the context .of all countries which receive such 


workers; (c) promote the training of these workers so that their experience 


can enrich the countries from which they come. 
EPS. 
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MADRID MEETING CEMENTS RELATIONS BETWEEN 
EUROPE'S PROTESTANTS, ORTHODOX, CATHOLICS 


El Escorial, Spain, (EPS) -- Closer collaboration between the Conference 
of European Churches (CEC) and the Roman Catholic Church in Europe may be 
one important outcome of the recent meeting of CEC officers and Advisory 
Committee in this Catholic stronghold. 


The 31 leaders of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Old Catholic churches 

in 12 European countries who attended the CEC meeting heard reports from 

Mgr. Jean Frangois Arrighi, representative of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, and from Mgr. Roger Echegaray of Paris, secretary 
general of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference in Europe. The latter stressed 
the need for effective collaboration between CEC and his church. As possible 
starting points, he suggested examination of the problem of leisure in 
present-day society, and the problem of faith. 


"Everyone talks about service to man", said Mgr. Echegaray, “but hardly any- 
one mentions service to faith". 


The CEC directorate voted unanimously to accept Mgr. Echegaray's invitation 
to send an official observer to a meeting of 100 European Catholic bishops 
in Chur, Switzerland next July. 


A service of worship held immediately preceding the CEC meeting in one of 
the Episcopal Reformed churches of Madrid was attended by Archbishop Cantero 
Cuadrado of Zaragoza, president of the Catholic Secretariat for Ecumenical 
Affairs, who addressed a word of greeting to the congregation. 


CEC participants reciprocated by attending a public lecture by honorary presi- 
dent W.A. Visser 't Hooft under the joint sponsorship of the Secretariat for 
Ecumenism, the Centre for Oriental Studies (Roman Catholic), the Spanish 
Evangelical Church and the Episcopal Church. His subject was "Dynamic Factors 
in the Ecumenical Dialogue". 


Three European churches were accepted into CEC membership: the (Anglican) 
Church in Wales (155,000 members), the Evangelical Methodist Church in East 
Germany, and the Baptist Union of Switzerland (1,500 members). Total CEC 
membership now stands at 96 churches. 


Commenting on the absence of non-Orthodox from the Eastern European countries, 
Prdses Ernst Wilm of Bielefeld, Germany, said: "Explicit assurance had been 
given by officials in the Eastern countries that the holding of the CEC meeting 
in Spain would be no barrier to participation by representatives from those 
countries". One aim of CEC is to bring together churches in East and West, 

he noted. "If this is not possible, then an essential function of CEC is ended." 


Another CEC aim was highlighted in the report by Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, 
general secretary of the Conference. Mentioning the necessity for simplifying 
the complicated network of ecumenical relationships in Europe, he said in a 
few cases CEC had begun to place the special interests of various groups 
within a broader and more valid European framework. 


The presidium will hold its next meeting in Windsor, England October 22-25. 0g 


No. 17 - 15th May, 1969 9 


JOINT PROGRAMME OF WORLD DEVELOPMENT 
APPROVED BY U.S. CHURCHES 


New York, (EPS) -- A $2.7 million programme to advance the economic develop- 

ment of emerging nations will be carried out jointly by the National Council 

of Churches (USA) and the U.S. Catholic Conference, according to action taken 
recently by the NCC General Board. 


Major aspects of the five-year project include an educational programme to 
"motivate action" by the general public on development; a programme of 
"public and political citizen action" and efforts to "relate benevolence 
giving of church people to significant projects of development overseas". 


A joint constituting committee has been working on the broad outlines of the 
effort, and Miss Theressa Hoover, a co-chairman of the committee, presented 
it to the General Board. 


Mgr. Marvin Bordelon, director of the Division of World Justice and Peace of 
the U.S. Catholic Conference, told the Board that Catholics have already com- 
pleted their "homework" on the proposal. "If you take affirmative action", he 
said, "we can procede with the appointment of a board of directors". 


The new programme will complement the work of the Committee on Society, 
Development and Peace (SODEPAX), a joint effort of the World Council of 
Churches and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace. 


EPS 
BRITISH BAPTISTS AFFIRM 
MEMBERSHIP IN WCC, BCC 
London, (EPS) -- The report on Baptists and church unity was adopted by a 


large majority attending the annual assembly of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland. The vote was 1,125 for, 356 against. This means that 
the Baptist Union will remain a member of the British Council of Churches 
and» the World Council of Churches. 


In the hour-long discussion on the report preceding the vote, Dr. Raymond 
Brown of Torquay, speaking as a conservative evangelical, said there was 
no compromise involved in sitting down with Christians of other traditions. 
He said it would be extremely unfortunate if the ecumenical issue became 
the test of theological orthodoxy. 

EPS 


EUROPEAN COMMITTEE TO ENCOURAGE 
MIGRANTS TO ORGANIZE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- After five years of existence, the Churches Committee on 
Migrant Workers in Western Europe has concluded that it must work more 
intensively to awaken Christians in the industralized countries to a sense 
of responsibility for migrant workers. 


At the same time the committee decided to encourage migrant workers to 

organize themselves so they will be in a position to participate in decisions 
affecting them. Studies already under way on the relation between migration 
and development will be continued, the committee decided at its 11th meeting 


at Bossey near here May 5-9+ 56 
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IN BRIEF 


Two Presbyterian churches in Great Britain have reported a loss _in member- 
ship. The Church of Scotland said membership dropped by 18,190 in 1968 

to a total of 1,201,833 on the Communion rolls. The Presbyterian Church 
of England experienced a loss of 1,975 communicant members in 1968. It 
now numbers 63,091. 


* * * 


Canada's Lutherans have voted to join the Anglican, Roman Catholic and 
United churches in the sponsorship of Inter-church Broadcasting. IB pro- 
ductions have achieved wide acceptance by the broadcasting industry because 
of their quality and the fact they are inter-denominationally produced. 


* * * 


Although the production of books increased in Germany, religious books 
accounted for only 4.9% of the total output, in contrast to a fairly con- 
stant figure of 6.5% over the past 10 years. The interest of the reading 
public has switched from religious "edification" to information, and tradi- 
tional verbiage is widely rejected, religious book publishers meeting at 
Arnoldshain disclosed. 


Chandler Edwards, 23, a member of the Church of the Brethren serving as an 
International Voluntary Service worker, was killed by rocket fire in Laos. 
The son of the Rev. and Mrs. Ova Edwards of Telford, Tennessee, died when 
the vehicle in which he was travelling was fired on by Pathet Lao forces. 


* * * 


The Executive Committee of the Australian Council of Churches has prepared’ 
a major presentation to the government on behalf of conscientious objectors 
to particular wars. Terming the National Service Act "a harsh law", the 
committee maintains that "the man who has moral scruples and is prepared to 
stand by them even when they conflict with government policy is to be re- 
spected". It asks the government to recognize this and amend the act. 


* * * 


A Lutheran congregation in the Dulsberg district of Hamburg, Germany has 
named its new church in honour of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the, pastor-theologian 
executed by the Nazis in 1945. It was dedicated on the 24th anniversary of 
Bonhoeffer's death. 


The British Council of Churches has voted to invite a Roman Catholic to 
serve on its Executive Committee as a consultant-observer. He is Father 
John Coventry, S.J., who is secretary of the Roman Catholic National Ecu- 
menical Commission for England and Wales. 


EPS 
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Special Article 


THE CHURCHES IN BULGARTA 


An interview with Prof. Todor Sabev of the Theological 
Academy of Sofia, member of the World Council's 
Executive and Central Committees 


Question: How many Christians are there in Bulgaria? 


Answer: In a population of about 8,400,000 there are nearly 6 million 
Orthodox, 50,000 Catholics of the Western rite, 10,000 Uniates (Eastern 
Rite), 22,000 Armeno-Gregorians, 6,000 Pentecostalists, 5,000 Congrega- 
tionalists, 3,000-3,5000 Adventists, 1,500 Methodists and 800-1,000 Baptists. 
To complete the picture, there are about 6,000 Jews and 650,000 Moslems. 
Do not forget that the Turks occupied our country for almost five centuries. 


Q. Please give some information about your church, the Orthodox. 


A. It has almost 3,200 churches and 500 chapels (where a service is held 

only on the feast of their patron saint), served by nearly 2,000 priests. 

There are more than 100 monasteries (some very small) with about 400 monks 
and nuns. 


Q. What about the other confessions? 


A. The Eastern and Western rite Catholics have three bishops, nearly 50 
churches and some 60 priests; the Protestants have about 150 churches and 
prayer-houses with 260 pastors and preachers; the Armeno-Gregorians 12 
churches and 10 priests; the Jews three synagogues and seven rabbis; the 
Moslems nearly 1,300 mosques with 550 muezzins. 


Q. Briefly, what is the history of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church? 


Av It is the oldest Orthodox church in Europe. Founded in 870, it was 
elevated to a patriarchate at the beginning of the tenth century. After 
the Turkish invasion at the end of the 14th century, the Bulgarian Ortho- 
dox Church was brought under the Patriarchate of Constantinople. In 1870 
it was reconstituted as the Bulgarian Exarchate and in 1953 it regained 
the status of patriarchate. 


Q. What are the origins of the Protestant churches? 


A. Most of them were founded during the second half of the 19th century 
and are directly or indirectly connected with the work of American mission- 
‘aries. The Pentecostal communities have been in existence since 1921. 

The Protestant influence penetrated mainly from Constantinople and was 

also brought by Russian émigrés. 


Q. How are the patriarch and the metropolitans chosen? 


A. An Electoral Council, selected by the faithful of the diocese and com- 
posed of priests and laymen in equal numbers, elects two bishops, and the 
Holy Synod chooses one of these as metropolitan. Bulgaria has 11 dioceses 


(more) 
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presided over by the metropolitans. The patriarch is elected, bya "People's 
Ecclesiastical Council", composed of metropolitans, priests, monks and lay- 
men representing the dioceses, the large monasteries, and religious schools. 


Q. What are the principal ruling bodies? 


A. The Holy Synod, composed of the patriarch and the metropolitans, is the 
supreme religious and administrative authority. Legislative power is exer- 
cised by the People's Ecclesiastical Council. Economic and financial affairs 
are the responsibility of the Senior Ecclesiastical Council, consisting of 
clergy and laity and presided over by a metropolitan. 


Q. Has the Church any establishments in countries other than Bulgaria? 


A. Yes! All Bulgarian Orthodox living abroad are under its spiritual juris- 
diction. We have a 12th diocese for our compatriots in the USA, Latin 
America, Canada and Australia, as well as Bulgarian priests in Istanbul, 
Vienna, Budapest, Bucharest and Galati, ecclesiastical representation in 
Moscow and a monastery on Mount Athos. 


Q. How many theological educational establishments do you have? 


A. Two; a theological college (secondary school) with 200 pupils and an 
Academy (university) with 145 students. 


Q. Is the number of students growing? 
A. Yes, especially in the past two years. 


Q. How are relations with the Protestant churches? Is there a national 
council of churches? 


A. In the past few years relations have been improving. The increasingly 
favourable ecumenical atmosphere should enable us to establish a National 
Ecumenical Council. Representatives of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church such 
as Prof. Stephane Tzankov have been pioneers in the ecumenical movement. 
Furthermore, the Orthodox Church received substantial help from the ecu- 
menical movement, particularly during the schism with the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople (1872-1945) and the prolonged isolation from sister churches. 


Q. How are Church-State relations? 


A. After the Socialist revolution of 1944, the Church was separated from 
the State. This move was well received, for under the previous régime the 
Church had suffered greatly from ruthless State interference in ecclesiastical 
matters. Article 78 of the present Constitution and the law on ecclesiastical 
affairs give all the religious communities the right to '"self-organization 
and self-administration". "Citizens are guaranteed liberty of conscience, 
confession and religious worship" (Art.78). "Whoever forcibly or by threat 
hinders the citizens or the recognized confessions from freely practising 
their faith and carrying out their rites and religious services is liable 
to punishment" (Art. 304 of the Penal Code). 

(more) 
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Existing legislation ensures freedom to build.churches, houses. of prayer,. 
religious schools, etc. (Articles 7,.8. and. 14, law on public, worship). . 
"When required, the State may grant financial aid. to the various confessions' 
(Art. 13, same law). The Orthodox, Church receives an annual grant, rep-. - 
resenting between one-sixth and one-eighth of its.total budget... The other 
churches receive no grants. My Protestant friends tell me: "We prefer 

not to ask the State for a grant.- it is not,part of our tradition"... Oh, 
these Puritans! 


Indirectly the State has encouraged ecumenism. Under the Constitution, the 
law. on public worship and the Penal’ Code:’ “Whoever, for religious motives, 
ona religious basis, by word, deed, press or other means, phe gpa hate 

is’ liable to three years’ imprisonment and a fine of 400 léva":° Also "it 

is forbidden to abuse religion and thé Church for political ends, and to 
_oform political parties. with a‘religious basis" 


To summarize, the principle governing relations between Church and State 

is one of non-interference! We take for our own the words of Jesus: "Render 
unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's and unto God the things which are 
God's". The Church is therefore free to organize its own affairs. 


Q. How do you explain these good relations? 


A. The reasons are chiefly historical. From the 9th century until the 7 
present day, the Church has played an enormous role in the life of our people 
and nation. It founded, developed and directed. centres of education, litera- 


“ture and culture; ey iter the people and defended them against internal .and 


external enemies; served as guardian of the national conscience.and of 
spiritual and cultural values during five centuries of Turkish rule; took 
an active part in the restoration of the nation and the fight for religious 
and political independence. These achievements are recognized by all. 


One of ‘the leaders of the international Commanier movement, a eoguens coat 
of the Bulgarian Government, Georgiu Dimitrov, stated in 1946: "As a Bul- 
garian, I feel proud of the Bulgarian Church". He described it as the 
"suardian and protector of the Bulgarian national spirit throughout 
centuries of bitter trial". If this patriotic and protective role had: been 
lacking, the “democratic Bulgaria of our day would not exist‘", he said... 
Since the Socialist revolution of 1944 the church has continued to play a 
positive role in social life. It is inseparable . from people and country. | 
The State and public opinion greatly appreciate. the church' s initiative in 
the movement for peace. 


To this must be added the wisdom of the government in the realization of 
the people's democracy and the personal esteem enjoyed by the head of our | 
church, Patriarch Cyrill. His intellectual, cultural, public and peace- | 
making activities are highly regarded and he has been decorated, on many. 
occasions. —— 


a it possible for the Church to exercise its missionary function un-._ 
hindered, i.e. to sae ie the god news to Bhs 


A. reap Ela cd caat existing laws ‘restrict sata aay" weaseseet children 
and the rising. generation. In addition to preaching geared tothe catechism, 
the, church, conducts Reese education a discussions, lectures given 


(more) 
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by theologians and priests and organized on church premises by Orthodox 
Christian confraternities, periodicals (The Church Magazine, a weekly, and 
the monthly review Spiritual Culture), and religious and theological litera- 
ture issued by the Holy Synod's own publishers and sold by several book- 
shops and religious shops. 


Q. Has the church the right to own property? 


A. Yes, the Holy Synod,.the dioceses, the monasteries and most of the 
parish churches own land. Near the monasteries there are 75 farms belong- 
ing to the church, with more than 1,600 hectares of land. The church owns 
administrative premises, housing, schools, factories, old people's homes, 

a technical. organization for the construction of ecclesiastical buildings 
(with its own engineers, architects and technicians, paid by the Holy Synod). 


The State has granted the church a monopoly in the manufacture of certain 
religious articles made in several,small workshops in the capital and in 
monasteries and diocesan centres. The church fixes the price of the 
finished articles. This not only enables it to exercise its mission, but 
also provides an important source of revenue. 


Q. Almost everywhere we are witnessing the publication of "ecumenical" 
Bibles. What is the position in Bulgaria? 


A. The Holy Synod is undertaking a new translation of the Bible in Bulgarian, 
and a representative of the Protestant churches will take part in the work 

of the Biblical Commission. So far the Catholics have not expressed a wish 
to participate. Preparations for publication of the New Testament will 
probably be completed by the end of the year. Revision of the Old Testament 
will take longer. Co-operation with our Protestant brethren in this field 
will enable us to rediscover opener the message of the Scriptures, an 
important aspect of ecumenism! 


Q. What can you say about youth and the church? 


A. The law on public worship (Art. 20) says the education and instruction 
of the rising generation "are the special province of the State and are | 
outside the sphere of activity of the religious confessions". We can work 
with those children and young people who come to church, attend discussion 
groups and religious lectures and show an interest in religious life. 


Q. . Christians in Eastern Europe are said to be Communists. Is that true? 


A. We live in a Socialist society, and we know what the Church's status was 
under the previous régime. As Christians, we cannot help but approve and 
support State efforts in regard to industry, rural economy, cultural and 
social life, help to developing countries and the movement for peace. The 
living standard has risen considerably. Ought not Christians to be pleased 
about this and say so openly? 


However, we do not always agree with the State. For example, Christians 

openly disapproved the plan to transform the large Monastery of Rila into 

a national museum (1961). Finally the State, heeding the people's feelings, 
reversed. its decision, and allowed the church to re-establish’ the monastic life. 
We try to do our Christian duty and help the Church in its mission while re- 


maining loyal citizens, faithful to the interests of our people and countTry.n5. 
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SPEAKERS HECKLED AT 
WCC RACE CONFERENCE 


London (EPS) -- Hecklers supporting Britain's right-wing politician 
Enoch Powell turned Church House Westminster, the home of the Anglican 
Church, into a veritable Hyde Park corner here tonight when Bishop 
Trevor Huddleston and Oliver Tambo spoke on ‘Racism as a Major Obstacle 
to World Community". 


The public meeting was sponsored by the World Council of Churches midway 
through its Consultation on Racism (May 19-24) to advise the Council on 
how to eradicate "the worst blot on mankind". 


Supporters of Mr. Powell constantly interrupted the meeting, chanting 
"keep Britain white" and "rule Britannia”. 


Mr. Tambo, exiled South African leader of the African National Congress, 

called on Christian churches "to throw their moral and material resources 
behind the struggle for the defeat of racism and in support of those who 

sacrifice their lives in the defence of human dignity". 


"The situation can no longer be contained by pleading caution or 
advocating patience", he counselled. "Direct and practical involvement 
on the right side is the only realistic way of fighting racism and 
colonialism". 


"Racism is no longer a mere impediment to world community," according to 
Mr. Tambo, "but a threat to the survival of man himself". 7 


He was particularly critical of those who "preach against racism but 
refrain from acting against it''; There is a tendency “for even confirmed 
and dedicated opponents of racism who observe the Southern African scene 
to shrink from the idea of its victims taking up arms in the bid to 
destroy it", said the A.N.C.*leader. "This can only indicate a basic 
lack of identification with the sufferings, aspirations and determination 
of those who groan under the aioe ares heel of racism and colonialism", 

he said. 


Noting that those who actively oppose racism in Southern Africa have 
been called "terrorists" and "communists," he said: "I call them the 
standard-bearers of the forces of freedom... the true leaders of the 
crusade for a world community". 


Despite continual interruptions, Bishop Huddleston maintained: "Race 
relations cannot be isolated from the great issue of race and colour 
conflict in the world". The bishop returned to England from Africa ten 
months ago when appointed Anglican bishop of London's immigrant East End. 


He disagreed with those who saw race relations as an ‘incurable disease’, 
and asserted, "British people must not attempt to slide out of the 
responsibilities of our national past". 


The greying pei: said the consequences | of the greatest crime of 
imperialism -- the African slave trade -- had a "traumatic effect" on 
. Britain when it Lost, an empires and. had. 3 not found a role". 


(more) 
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"The besetting sins of British colonial administrations ," Bishop 
Huddleston said, "have been not cruelty but paternalism, not inefficiency 
but aloofness, not harmless pomp but hidden arrogance". 


Britain has the chance of implementing a policy of race-relations “within 
its own borders" which could be productive for the world, Bishop 
Huddleston added. 


But he warned, "We shall do nothing at all, except drift into an even 
more depressing state of introspective inertia unless we learn that race 
relations issues are not a problem but an opportunity". 


The Christian church ought to exist as a "real presence penetrating the 
whole social fabric of Englandj' Bishop Huddleston, a member of the 
Community of the Resurrection, said. 


EPS 
PRESCRIPTION OFFERED 
FOR RACELESS CHURCH 
London (EPS) -- A novel proposal for achieving a raceless church and 


world was put forward by the Rev. Henry H. Mitchell of Santa Monica, 
California (USA),when he said that the white man will, have to become 
integrated into black culture. He made the suggestion to 38 churchmen 
attending the WCC-sponsored race consultation here. 


For far too long the Negro in the white church has been "the lamb in the 
lion's stomach", the newly-elected Martin Luther King Memorial professor 
of black church studies at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in New York 
State said. 


"Whites must become fluent in black religious culture. The raceless 
church will be advanced only as whites are willing to sound black, act 
black, eat black and worship black", he said. 


Mr. Mitchell suggested that the process of "going all out to relate to 
the black church" may bring the renewal the white church so badly needs 
today. "The fiery experience the black church offers might lead some 
whites to repent of things they only recently became aware of", he said, 
reminding his audience of black and white churchmen that "until there 
has been repentance there can be no remission of sins". 


Applying to the Christian church the philosophy of black separatism 
advocated by many U.S. blacks, Mr. Mitchell said: "We blacks have to have 
our own thing until there can be mutual assimilation. As whites achieve 
identity inside the black structures and blacks get healthily inside white 
structures, both building the two-way traffic, each culture will be stretched 
and expanded until one day they meet and genuinely overlap. Then and 
only then can we enjoy the church as it is in heaven -~ all inclusive, 
raceless, classless but colourful, nationless, composed of all men from 
over the face of the earth". 

EPS 
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CONSULTATION SPEAKERS 
SCORE BRITISH RACISTS 


London (EPS) -- The moral squalor and political poverty of British 
racists was deplored here by an English Methodist minister. 


Speaking at the World Council of Churches-sponsored Race Consultation 
in the immigrant area of Notting Hill, the Rev. David Mason said there 
was the “urgent need'' of the British Government to change the ground 
of debate in race relations from negative restrictions to basic human 
rights. 


The consultation, which is to update the Council's policy on racism, 
was recommended by its Fourth Assembly last year in Uppsala, Sweden. 


Mr. Mason, who is a spokesman on race for the British Council of 
Churches, was chairing a round-table discussion on "Toward Integration 
in the United Kingdom" in which he traced the “immigrant problem". 


Roy Sawh, 35, leader of the British Black Power Party and himself an 
immigrant from Guyana, predicted a "Deportation Act" in Britain by 1972. 


He saw this as a natural development of the more stringent immigration 
acts enforced by successive British governments. Mr. Sawh, who is a 
student of “international relations" at a British university, told the 
38-member consultation: "Many leading politicians are already talking 
about oe up a Ministry of Repatriation, which is another name for 
deportation". 


The young Guyanese East Indian was scathing in his denunciation of 
institutionalised racism, which he distinguished from the overt acts 
of individuals. He saw institutionalised racism as more subtle and 
destructive but less identifiable. 


Sawh, who is the holder of a Guyanese passport, said “integration in 
Britain today is a subterfuge for retaining white supremacy". "Only 
when the black man is really free will integration at a new level mean 
something,'’ he said. 


Mrs. Lena Townsend of the British Race Relations Board, who also took 
part in the round-table wie gabe spoke on conciliation and 
education. 


As leader of the Inner London Education Authority, Mrs. Townsend said 
the Authority preferred an educational programme for immigrant children 
in normal schools and not special centres advocated by some people. 

EPS 
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DEVELOPMENT OF RACISM 
TRACED AT CONFERENCE 


London (EPS). -- An English Quaker today told delegates at a race 
consultation here “churches should not be fearful of Black Power as an 
economic and political feature of society". 


Douglas Tilbe, who has led the Society of Friends (Quakers) on the 
racial situation in England, was speaking at the World Council of 
Churches-sponsored Consultation on Racism. 


Earlier, Prof. Kenneth Little, an anthropologist at Edinburgh University, 
who pleaded for a scientific look at) the racial situation, said talk 
about "blood telling" and "pride of race" is probably more insidious in 
terms of racism than an outright: claim of superiority. 


Prof. Little told the 38-member consultation that is to update the 
World Council's policy on racism, that the closing years of the last 
century: saw racist interests in class difference but the emphasis today 
is on cultural variation. 


He defined racism as the "innate superiority of a class" which developed 
into a doctrine of the "superiority of) nations". 


Tracing the movement towards present-day racism, Prof. Little said 
emancipation obliged white people to justify their position in overseas: ' 
expansion programmes. This led, he contended, to a conflict not between 
classes nor nations but between people of different colours. 


To him.as an anthropologist, "race" is regarded merely as a classification 
device which does not properly concern politicians and to be perceived in 
any other terms becomes man's most dangerous myth. 


But. this view was not accepted by Eddie Brown, an American Negro... He 
said Prof. Little was speaking in a vacuum but'"we live in a practical 
world". 


Brown, a brother of the American Negro leader Rap Brown, said we have to 
admit we live in a colour-conscious world where "black power" and. "black 
Muslim" movements are a reaction to racism. 


In the discussion that followed Prof. Little's address, speakers from 
the United States and Asia pleaded for, amore realistic approach to the 
problem of racism. 


Dr. Chandran Devanesen, a "black Indian" who is principal of the 
Christian College in Madras, India, said the black-white problem must not 
be. seen as. a problem only facing American Negroes but one also involving 
Asians. and Africans. He, as a black Indian, faced: similar situations and 
the solutions that must be found must be from a world perspective. 


The consultation, which is chaired by Senator George McGovern (Dem., 
South Dakota) will continue through Saturday. 
EPS 
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REPARATIONS TO BLACK PEOPLE 
IS WCC CONSULTATION QUESTION 


London (EPS) -- The revolutions of the’ present time are making it 
evident to Christians that racism in all overt and subtle forms is a. 
"blatant denial of the Christian faith". But: even those Christians who 
agree intellectually with this affirmation are divided on what to do to 
eradicate racism. 


This was clear in the first session of the World Council of Churches-": 
sponsored consultation held at London's Notting Hill Ecumenical Centre. 


Black churchmen from the United States repeatedly’ asked the 38 
participants attending the consultation what Christian theology would 
say about reparations to black people through the ages. 


Spokesmen for black South Africans said for their part’ they have 
abandoned the idea of reparations or redress of grievances’ and have 
formulated their own programme for the reconstruction of South Africa’ 
along lines desired by the majority, who are black. 


"Black is» beautiful" is the slogan epitomizing black separatism in’ the 
United States. But black South Africans said here: 


"In every aspect of society where separatism is emphasized, there is ‘a *- 
mess. When the population is forced to work as a unit, however, there ” 
you. find the most successful aspects of society. Integration in all 
aspects of society is the destiny of our) country". . 


‘Prof. J. Robert Nelson of Boston, teaching temporarily at the Gregorian 
University in Rome, opened the consultation by stating some theological ° 
truths applicable in the area of race. 


He said, "Christians who either intentionally or unwillingly allow their 
mentalities to be racist should reckon that Jesus Christ assumed ‘the 
humanity of all persons, of both the discriminator and the victim of 
discrimination. To ignore or despise or hate other persons, especially 
without provocation, means to: show the same inimical’ attitude toward 
Christ". | 


While Jesus gave "no unerring all-purpose strategy for coping with such 
complex and, insidious problems as the contemporary manifestations of 
racism,'' according to Prof. Nelson, the New Testament commends ways’ for 
dealing with "outsiders" such as the Samaritans, Romans ‘and other Gentiles. 


Both the attitude of non-violence and the employment of it»'as’a means of 
moral: persuasion are suggested by the words of Jesus and the style of his 
own witness and action, Prof. Nelson’ said. Christians say "Christ ‘died « 
for all" which is a corollary. of "God created’all". Thus racism is 
antithetical to Christian faith because it denies the reconciling’ work 

of Jesus Christ". 


(more). 
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But Channing Phillips of Washington D.C., black candidate for the 
Democratic Presidential nomination last year, challenged Prof. Nelson's 
statement as a "theology of people in power". He asked: "Can you really 


expect a theology of people in power to be acceptable to those who are 
powerless?" 


Other vocal black participants from the United States continually 
returned to the question of reparations. "What are the theological 
dimensions of reparations?" one asked. "Christians say they believe in 
reconciliation," said Miss Jean Fairfax, NAACP staffer from New York City. 
“But must we not have economic reparations before we can talk about 
restoring relationships?" 


Prof. Nelson answered: "The Gospel speaks of restoring to the one who 
has been wronged what was taken from him, but it is still a practical 
question of how this principle is to be applied in a social context." 
This will undoubtedly be a key issue during the five day consultation. 


Ecumenical pioneer W.A. Visser't Hooft, honorary WCC president, stimulated 
considerable discussion with his statement that in South Africa the 
problem is no longer “apartheid". The more serious South Africans use 
the term "development according to the nature of each group". The real 
problem stems from the refusal of the dominant white minority to accept 
the right of Bantus to have a say in the fundamental decisions affecting 
their lives. "This is a form of oppression", Dr. Visser't Hooft said. 


He pointed out that Christians through the ages have stressed the 
Christian's duty to resist tyranny, and especially if it is "the brother" 
rather than oneself who is the victim of tyranny. He cited theologian 
Theodore de Beze, the successor to Calvin, the Scots Confession of 1560, 
and Jesuit theologians as sources of this theology. 


However, Dr. Visser't Hooft refused to be pinned down on what means can 
be used in such a fight. He said: "I refuse to say how people should 
resist tyranny when I am not in their situation." He noted, however, he 
had participated in the resistance movement in World War II, which was 
partly non-violent (that is resistance was partly non-violent) but also 
had an element of violence. 


He held it was right for Dietrich Bonhoeffer and others to try to 
eliminate Hitler in order to save millions of lives. He offered this 
advice: "Go as far in a non-violent way as possible, but recognise that 
it might reach a point where the only possibility is violence". 


Joe Matthews, exiled South African, put the challenge squarely to the 
churches when he said: In Africa the churches should find out what 
solutions the Africans are working for and then decide who they will 
support -- those in power or those who are seeking democracy for the 
majority. 

EPS 
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WCC DELEGATION VISITS 
BAPTIST UNION IN USSR 


Geneva (EPS) -- Baptist communities in Moscow, Kiev, Minsk, Riga and 
Tallin were visited from May 3-14 by a first official delegation of the 
World Council of Churches to the Union of Evangelical Christian-Baptists 
in the USSR since the Union joined the WCC in 1962. 


The five-member group was headed by Dr. Eugene L. Smith, Methodist 
clergyman and executive secretary of the New York office of the WCC. 
Others were: 


U Kyaw Than of the Burma Baptist Convention, general secretary of the 
East Asian Christian Conference; Principal Olle Engstrém of Stockholm, 
Mission Covenant Church of Sweden; the Rev. John Arnold, chaplain at» the 
University of Southampton, Church of England, and the Rev. Reinhard 
Groscurth, a German pastor from the WCC Faith and Order Secretariat in 
Geneva. 


At each of the stops on the trip, which included a first-time WCC visit 
to Minsk, members of. the delegation preached in crowded: churches: and met 
with leaders of local communities. 


At both the start and end. of the visit the delegation conferred in 
Moscow with members of the Council of the Baptist Union, mainly discussing 
questions of Church unity and problems involved in the training of pastors. 


The Rev. I. Ivanoc, Union president, and the Rev. A.V. Karev, general 
secretary, reported to the delegation that. in the last year. 20,000 
Russian bibles and 25,000 hymnals have been printed. In addition, they 
said, a two-year correspondence course for pastors has been started. 


Baptized membership in the Union was given as. approximately 250,000 with 
an equal number of applicants for baptism, largely young people who may 
not be baptized until they are 18, 


In addition to Baptists, the Union comprises Evangelical Christians, 
Pentecostalists and, since 1963, Mennonites. Membership in the Union 
varies greatly in the 15 Soviet Republics. 


At the present time, the Union is preparing for its 40th Congress next 
October, when the main topic will be Church unity. 


The WCC delegation met also with several other leaders of USSR churches, 
including Orthodox Archbishop Antony of Minsk and Lutheran leaders of 
Latvia and Estonia, Archbishop-elect Janus Matulis of Riga and 
Archbishop Alfred Tooming of Tallinn. In Moscow the group was received 


by Bishop Philaret in the Office for Foreign Relations of the Russian. 
Orthodox Church. 


EPS 
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LUTHERAN-CATHOLIC TALKS 
FIND MINISTRY 'UNDERSTANDING' 


Geneva (EPS) -- Lutheran and Roman Catholic theologians have reached 
"much common understanding about the ministry as an element intimately 
connected with the Christian gospel of salvation," according to a 
statement just made available here. 


The statement was produced by the joint study commission sponsored by 
the Lutheran World Federation and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity. It dealt with the group's third session, held May 4-8 
at Nemi, Italy. 


The 20 theologians, dealing with the general topic, "The Structures of 
the Church," reported in the statement that their discussions mainly 
concerned “the relations of the ministerial office to the gospel or the 
Word of God, and the ministerial office to the manifold gifts of the 
Holy Spirit in the church." 


It was stated that the group also reached understanding about "the 
possibility of introducing other forms of the ministerial office than 
those existing today, and about the role that the gospel itself plays as 
a criterion of such offices." 


In the discussion, it was reported, many questions were raised "regarding 
the function of the gospel as a criterion of apostolic succession, the 
sacramental character of the church, its infallibility and indefecta- 
bility, the.effect of ordination, the recognition of a church order 
which has emerged outside the historical succession, and the function of 
the Petrine office as a sign and center of unity." 


EPS 
RECORD ATTENDANCE SEEN 
AT WORLD YMCA CONFERENCE 
Geneva -- Some 600 participants have registered for the ten-day 5th 


YMCA World Council and Young Members' Forum starting July 23 at 
Nottingham, England. 


Officials of the World Alliance of YMCAs here noted that the registration 
is a record and expressed pleasure at the response of youth. 


The event will for the first time combine a Young Members' Forum with 
the World Council. About 150 young people between 17 and 25 will hold 
a pre-conference three days earlier and then take part in the regular 
sessions, many of them as voting delegates. 


(more) 
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"Together in a Young World" is the theme of the conference, with 
sub-themes including the communication of faith, international 
cooperation, the age of technology, urbanization, interfaith relationships 
and Christian unity. ; 


Among main speakers will be World Alliance President James C. Donnell II 
of the United States, and H.E. Lij Endalkachew Makonnen, Ambassador of 
Ethiopia to the United Nations. Prof. William Barclay, British writer 
and radio ape television personality will present daily "biblical 
meditations.‘ 

EPS 


AUSTRALIA DIALOG FINDS 
"STARTLING UNANIMITY' 


Sydney, Australia (EPS) -- Representatives of 12 Roman Catholic, 

Anglican and Protestant and Orthodox Churches reached what they described 
as “a startling degree of unanimity" in discussions on the Eucharist in © 
Sydney (May 5-9). . . 


It was the third annual session of the Joint Working Group of the 
Australian Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. Twenty 
participants - nine Roman Catholics and 11 from A.C.C. mene churches - 
took part in the talks. 


In a statement issued by the Joint Working Group at the end of the 
meeting, the Joint Working Group said Sune set tan’ should see their 
sacrament of Holy Communion as sacrifice.' 


"The notion of the Mass as a sacrifice has been largely responsible for 

the opposition of Protestants to the way in which Roman Catholics worship", 
the statement said. "It is now possible that ines centuries old berEL er 
will be recognised as due to a misunderstanding.’ ' 


Formal theological statements prepared by the Joint Working Group will 
be considered by the A.C.C. Executive Committee and the National Episcopal — 
Conference of the Roman Catholic ‘Church. 


It is expected that the statements of agreement will be sent to A.C.C. 
member churches for miso study after their reception by the Executive 
Committee. 


The statement released at the end of the recent meeting said the Roman 
Catholic members of the group spoke of the Mass as a sacrifice, but did 
not mean by that that "the death of Christ for men's sins was being 
repeated."' The statement said the Roman Catholic members “meant that 

they saw the Mass as presenting in symbolic manner the death of Jesus on 
the Cross and as a means through which the participants offered themselves 
in sacrifice to His service." 


Anglican and Protestant participants said they could agree with this 
way of expressing it. 


(more) 
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The conference also reached agreement on the manner in which Jesus 
Christ is present whenever the Mass or Lord's Supper is celebrated. 


"In the past there has been much discussion about whether His presence 
is a 'real' presence", they said. "The members of this conference are 
content to say that Christ is truly present through the Holy Spirit, but 
that the manner of His presence cannot be precisely defined. 


"The Lord's Supper is not simply a way of remembering or proclaiming the 
death of Jesus", they added. "It is a way of declaring that He is risen 
“and comes to meet His people". 


The statement said services of Holy Communion in the different 
denominations all include important common features. Included in these 
are the offering of prayer, the reading of Scriptures, the account of 
the Last Supper, the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the 
congregation in it. 

EPS 


PAKISTAN BISHOP WILL ENTER 
FULLTIME EVANGELISTIC WORK 


Karachi, Pakistan (EPS) -- The Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray, D.D., is leaving his 
post of 12 years as Bishop of Karachi in the Anglican Church of Pakistan 
to devote himself fulltime to evangelistic work. 


In a public statement dated May 10, the bishop cited his increasing 
concern over the need for "new avenues for evangelism" in Asia as the 
reason for his decision. 


Bishop Ray, 57, announced that he offered his resignation in January on 
the twelfth anniversary of his episcopacy and it was agreed he would be 
relieved within six months. He has now been appointed as the first 
Executive Director of the Coordinating Office for Asian Evangelism 
(COFAE), with headquarters in Singapore. 


He said that until the new office "begins to take root" the venture will 
have the support of Dr. Billy Graham and Dr. W. Stanley Mooneyham, 
president of World Vision. 


Bishop Ray has been a member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches and has been active in Christian Councils in 
Pakistan and throughout Asia. He also has been vice-president of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society and of the World Council of Christian 
Education. 

EPS 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC MEMBERSHIP 
IN WCC DISCUSSED, 'LEFT OPEN' 


GWATT, Switzerland -- Roman Catholic membership in the World Council of 
Churches was discussed but "left open" at a May 12-17 meeting here of 
the Joint Working Group of the World Council of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


A press release issued at the close of the meeting -- the first meeting 
since the group's membership was increased this year -- said the Roman 
Catholic membership discussion was in the context of general consideration 
of “the growing relationship in every part of the world of the one 
ecumenical movement, internationally and in various regions and nations." 


A major part of attention was concentrated on the “structural forms, which 
these relations should take," the release said. 


The matter of Roman Catholic membership in the WCC, it was stated, will 
be studied "in its theological, pastoral and administrative implications 
by a small commission which will report to the next meeting of the group, 
to be held May 25-30, 1970." (The location of the meeting was not 
announced. ) 


The official communique from the group continued: 


"The Joint Working Group also considered in some detail the further 
progress of the theological study on Catholicity and Apostolicity, the 
preparation of a new edition of the hymnal Cantate Domino, the plans of 
the Joint Secretariat on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX), new 
ventures in lay cooperation, and the participation of the Roman Catholics 
in the Christian Medical Commission, and joint activities in inter-church 
aid. 


"The group also studied such common problems where a common approach is 
both possible and desirable, as the phenomenon of unbelief, the tension 
between the generations and the protest of youth, relations with non- 
Christian religions, and the possibilities of common witness. 


"On the occasion of the meeting, the leaders of the Swiss Protestant 
Federation held a reception for the group, to which were also invited 
representatives of the Swiss government and of the Roman Catholic and 
other Churches." 


Membership in the Joint Working Group, which has held eight meetings 
since 1965, was expanded this year to provide better geographical 
representation, greater knowledge of diverse developments of cooperation 
and wider confessional representation. 


The group began with seven members from the WCC and six Catholic 
representatives, the WCC having a larger number because of the many 
religious traditions it represents. By mutual agreement, both parties 
now have raised their representation to 12. 


(more) 
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New Roman Catholic members, announced in April, are: Archbishop Maxim 
Hermaniuk, Ukrainian Metropolitan of Winnipeg; Bishop Joseph L. Bernardin, 
general secretary of the U.S. National Conference of Catholic Bishops; 
Archbishop Bernardin Gantin of Cotonou, Dahomey; Miss Maria del Pilar 
Bellosillo, president of the Conference of Catholic International 
Organizations, Madrid; Msgr. Jean Rodhain, president of Caritas 
Internationalis, Catholic relief agency; Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, 
secretary of the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace; Msgr. Ignacy 
Rozycki, a theology professor in Cracow; and Msgr. Charles Moeller, 
undersecretary of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith. 


Continuing Catholic members who. had. been appointed previously are: Jan 
Cardinal Willebrands, president of the unity secretariat and joint chairman 
of the Joint Working Group; Bishop Thomas Holland of Salford, England; 
Father Jerome Hamer, 0.P., secretary of the unity secretariat and Father 
Pierre Duprey, undersecretary of the secretariat for its Eastern section. 


(For WCC members see EPS No.7) EPS 


LATE DR. OLDHAM HAILED 
AS ECUMENICAL PIONEER 


Geneva (EPS) -- Tributes to the pioneering ecumenical accomplishments 

of the late Dr. Joseph H. Oldham were issued here by Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches and Dr. W.A. 
WVisser't Hooft, WCC honorary president and former general secretary. 


Dr. Oldham, the honorary president of the World Council from 1961-68, 
died May 16 at his home at St. Leonards-on-Sea, England. He was 94. 


The Anglican layman and theologian was described by Dr. Blake as "one of 


that small group of great ecumenists of the early part of this century..." 


"The clarity of his ideas," the WCC general secretary continued, “his 


confidence in the importance of ideas rationally discerned and expressed, 
together with the breadth of his creative interest, made him a continuing 
source over a lifetime. Another of the first generation of ecumenists 
leaves his full legacy of thought and spirit to those of us still 
committed to his same goal." 


Dr. Oldham was the "architect of the first major world conference of the 
modern ecumenical movement" as secretary of the World Missionary 
Conference in Edinburgh in 1910, Dr. Visser't Hooft noted. 


He also cited Dr. Oldham's "deep influence on the humanizing of policies 
in the British colonies,'' his concern over the problem of secularism, his 
leadership at the Oxford Conference on Life and Work in 1937 and his key 
role in preparing formation of the World Council. 


The secretary of the former International Missionary Council from its 
formation to 1938 will also be remembered, Dr. Visser't Hooft said, "as a 
thinker in his own right" who wrote important works on such problems as 


the race issue and the Christian attitude to social problems. 


"Tt was Dr. Oldham who invented the phrase ‘responsible society’ which 
became so important in the ecumenical discussion," Dr. Visser't Hooft 
said. 

EPS 
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Special Article 


"interView '69 - man in the 1970's" 


By 


R.M. O'GRADY 


Nothing like it has ever hit New Zealand before. In a small country of 
less than 3 million people more than 100,000 people will be involved in 
a wide-ranging community study programme to look at the basic issues , | 
facing the nation as it enters the 1970's. It must rank as one of the 

most ambitious ecumenical endeavours ever undertaken, and its starting 

date is appropriately the day of Pentecost (May 25). 


It began in a small way two years ago when the National Council of 
Churches ran a Lenten study programme called "Cost of Living". | Returns.; 
from those who participated demanded that the venture be repeated ona 
wider scale with full community involvement. The Council caught the 
message and set up the necessary administrative committees to act. 


From the beginning the Roman Catholic Church came into the programme 

with enthusiasm, and their bishops have given active support. . Advertising 
agencies offered some initial assistance in the planning and came up 

with the name of the project: "“interView '69 - discussions about our 

life in the 1970's". An agency also prepared the stylised symbol 

showing three people seated together. 


Having settled on a basic, yet vague, theme, the planners had to choose ; 
five specific studies. It was agreed that "churchly" themes must be 
avoided if real community participation was expected. In the end the 
committee chose: Man and His Future; Man and His Politics; Man and His 
Work; Man and His Communities; and Man and His Home. These very simple 
topics were predictably criticised by some as being too worldly,. but. on 
the whole were accepted, 


A writers' committee went through several drafts of the study booklet 
before the final printing. Each draft was tried out on experimental ' 
groups and the results assessed. The final product gives a minimum of | 
written material while asking the right questions for the group. 
Professional help was brought in to give the booklet an attractive 
appearance, and leading newspapers lent photographs for illustration. 


Two major problems were the setting up of local organisations and the, , 
training of leaders. Taking a pragmatic approach, the national committee 
acted like the sower in the parable who threw out great masses of seed 
in the hope that some would fall on fertile soil. Im fact the fertility 
rate was better than expected, and over 400 local organisations were set. 
up in towns and suburbs. This gave the country complete coverage. .It.: 
also placed the initiative for action squarely on the shoulders of, the 
local community. 

(more) 
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A more complex question was the training of group leaders in the ideals 
of leadership and group dynamics. ‘Christian Education Departments in 
all the churches offered full co-operation and developed a system of 
training trainers which spread) like a web over the country until in the 
end the goal of training 10,000 leaders was almost attained. A free 
book on leadership was given to all who attended the sessions. 


To secure maximum community participation the assistance of the mass 
media was necessary. Television came first. Five programmes to 
illustrate the: theme were gradually evolved. New Zealand television, 
with-a measure of state control, is‘not noted for its daring approach. 
The five programmes broke new ground, and the second one on "Man and His 
Politics" was so radical that the Broadcasting Corporation banned the 
original production and insisted on a replacement programme. 


All channels are giving the programmes the’ same viewing time so there 
will be nationwide coverage. The screening will be at 7 p.m. on each 
of five Sunday evenings, and since many churches still have a tradition 
of evening worship services this will cause a great upheaval. In one 
city all the churches will begin their services at 4.30 p.m. and have 
their groups in the homes at 7 p.m. Many other churches are installing 
television sets for the five Sunday nights. 


Newspapers have also been generous in publicizing the programme. The 
leading Sunday paper, The Sunday Times, has agreed to run a weekly 
feature page over seven issues, and many other daily papers have printed 
features and regular news items. 


Most gratifying of all has been the ready response from national and 
community leaders. The concept has a particular appeal to those in 
authority, and unsolicited statements of encouragement have come from 
the Governor General, the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition 
and a host of mayors and civic leaders. Sir Edmund Hillary, the 
conqueror of Mount Everest and a national folk-hero, has agreed to make 
a statement to launch the programme on May 25. 


Meanwhile the real ground-work has been laid in cities and rural 
communities all over the country. In the little country town of Oxford 
(population 1500) enthusiasts visited every house and more than 700 
people will participate in house groups. In the city of Hamilton a 
strong organising committee raised almost $1,000 from local industries 
towards publicizing the venture. 


Service organisations such as Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, and Round Table 
have given official approval, and many clubs will have discussions at 
their weekly dinners. Special arrangements are made to form groups in 
hospitals, schools, prisons and universities. Attempts are also being 
made to get groups of Parliamentarians to meet weekly on the themes. 


(more) 
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Clergy interest has varied. Many seem: uncertain about how to approach 
their community and this in itself is a commentary on the gulf which:has 
developed. Those areas which have gone furthest in their plans: are 
places where laymen have been given the léadership roles. 


A series of sermon outlines sent to every minister and priest in the 
country will ensure a widespread concerted preaching on the five Sundays 
involved. 


After the discussions a programme of evaluation will be mounted, and it - 
is hoped this will give some indication of community feeling in these 
critical areas. Sociologists have offered help in interpreting the 
results. . 


There is a high expectation on the part of the churches. In some ways 

the support of the community has been more than:they had hoped for or 

perhaps deserved. Now it remains for the Christians involved to’ speak | 

when, they are invited and to listen to what the world is saying to them. 
EPS 


(interView material can be obtained from the Rev. Ron O'Grady, Box 297, 
Christchurch, New Zealand. A sample pack including the study book, 
leader's guide, poster and newsletter will be sent anywhere on receipt 
of US$1) 


EF P S Ecumenical 
Press Service 


BLES: ‘““OIKOUMENE” GENEVA - TEL. 333400 TELEX 23423 OIK CH - 150 ROUTE DE FERNEY, 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 


Published 
weekly 


No. 19/36th Year 29th May, 1969 


Contents 


Programme for Pope's visit to World Council announced .........2 
UNESCO Officer’to speak at AACCiassembly-i¢s.Oul .6e.08e. councils. . 3 
New race policy will be suggested to World Council of Churches .. . 3-5 
What the PaperSishid! i. i.e Cap sign. Tashi wy Une AAC .£6 Cineees. cae 
Sit-ins bring home black manifesto demands to U.S. denominations ... 


Revolution in delivery of health care needed, CMC director tells AMA . 


> 
6 
7 
Hungarian church invites other Reformed bodies to consultation .... 8 
Church of Scotland agrees to continuing unity talks .......... 8 
Special youth project voted by World YWCA executive body .......9 
British Congregationalists will ask 1% for development ........9 
Montreal conference hears development agency experts ........ .10 
Lay participation in ordaining clergy agreed by Australian Methodists .10 


Pope's visit signals new period in church history, Polish bishop 
says eres iste (ey 6 ee £8 8) Oe 8 ee ee we” Tk een ee ae ee, eee eee ce 10-11 


Kenya government assures WARC/ICC on entry visas for assembly... . .1l 
Australian churches want Aboriginals to control reserves ...... ll 


Photo Oikoumene ite @€2 Of) ‘es@  -ehaes “ Jawa te Baas Bay Foe ceho- san Jhs0) Wat) 0 Bis.) 5 12-14 


Special Feature: "Josef L. Hromadka, Pioneer of Dialogue" 
SOE Gee Ts a: eee Be Ee eet Maem ema “mart wri GO ad & BW 


Publish ices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Nien’ Ee eatecistion - World Student Christian Federation » World Council of Christian Education + United Bible Societies 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
Movements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment 


U.S. ENQUIRIES: WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


No. 19 - 29th May, 1969 2 


PROGRAMME FOR POPE'S VISIT 
TO WORLD COUNCIL ANNOUNCED 


Geneva/Rome (EPS) -- The General Secretariat of the World Council of 
Churches, in agreement with representatives of the Vatican, have worked 
out details of the visit of Pope Paul VI to the headquarters of the 
World Council of Churches in Geneva on the afternoon of June 10. 


The visit will last about one hour. On his arrival, the Pope will be 
received by General Secretary Eugene Carson Flake. 


Dr. Blake will give a welcoming address in the conference hall of the 
Ecumenical Centre, after which the Pope will speak. Following the 
addresses, a prayer will be said in common and this first, part of the 
visit will close with the Lord's Prayer. 


The Pope will then have a private conversation with the General 
Secretary and Dr. Blake will introduce his close colleagues. Then the — 
Pope will meet some representatives of WCC member churches and of world . 
confessional organizations having offices in the Centre. 


Next the pontiff will greet the authorities of the Geneva churches, 
especially the National Protestant Church which belongs to the Reformed © 
tradition. , ‘ts 


Before leaving the World Council, he will spend a few moments in 
meditation in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre. 


The programme has been planned to emphasize the deep spiritual 
significance of this encounter. For the first time the head of the 
Roman Catholic Church, which already has many contacts. with the World 
Council of Churches, will meet with Council leaders in the place where 
they work, serving the member churches in the cause of Christian unity. 


Papal Party Announced 


Four Cardinals will accompany Pope Paul VI on his visit to Geneva, 
according to the international Catholic news agency KIPA. 


They are: Eugene Tisserant, Dean of the Sacred College of Cardinals; 
Jean C. Villot, Secretary of State; Maurice Roy, president of the 
Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace; and Jan G.M. Willebrands, 
president of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. . 


Also in the party will be Archbishop Giovanni Benelli, substitute in 

the Secretariat of State; Archbishop Agostino Casaroli, secretary of 

the Council for Public Affairs; Bishop Jacques Martin, prefect of the 

Apostolic Palace; Mr. John Ryan of Bangalore, India, and Mr. James 

Norris of the USA, both members of the Justice and Peace Commission. 
EPS 


No. 19 = 29th May, 1969 3 


UNESCO OFFICER TO SPEAK 
AT AACC ASSEMBLY 


Abidjan, Ivory Coast (EPS) -- The president of the 15th general 
conference of UNESCO, Mr. William Eteki-Mboumoua, will introduce the 
subject of the contemporary cultural revolution now taking place in 
Africa when he addresses the Second Assembly of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches (AACC) here in September. 


Mr. Eteki-Mboumoua, former minister for education, youth and culture of 
the Republic of Cameroun, will set the stage for a full-dress discussion 
of how the churches can "work with Christ in the cultural revolution". 
This is the subject of one of the Assembly sections in an effort to give 
a "more markedly African character to the Church." 


Already 120 official delegates have registered for the assembly, scheduled 
for September 1-12 at the University of Abidjan. They represent 80 member 
churches and councils of the AACC. In addition 30 observers are 
registered including four nominated by the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity. Not only national churches but regional councils of 
churches and world confessional families will be represented. 


The "one million shilling campaign" launched by the AACC to finance the 
assembly is being continued past the May 4 deadline, since a number of 
churches asked additional time to collect contributions. 


EPS 
NEW RACE POLICY WILL BE SUGGESTED 
TO WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
London (EPS) -- Recommendations going far beyond present church policy 


on racism were adopted May 24 by the 68-member race consultation called 
to update the World Council of Churches’ race policy. 


The consultation, first of its kind in world church history, put aside 
its agenda in the closing hours to listen to a group of American students 
read "a Declaration of Revolution". 


The recommendations adopted by the consultation will be presented to the 
WCC's Central Committee in August to become a "programme of action and 
education" for the 234 member churches. 


For five days consultation members from every continent sought to 
crystallize not only the problem of racism but also possible solutions. 


Speaking at the final press conference, Senator George McGovern (Dem. 
South Dakota) who chaired the meeting said the consultation calls upon 
the World Council of Churches and its member churches to: 


- apply economic sanctions against corporations and institutions that 
practise blatant racism; 


(more) 
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— use every means to influence governments to practise sanctions; — 
- support and encourage the principle of reparations; 

- establish an office to promote the eradication of racism; 

- circulate the UNESCO Report on race. 


- The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs serve as 
co-ordinator for implementation of multiple strategies for the 
struggle against racism in Southern Africa; 


- All else failing, the churches support resistance movements aimed at 
the elimination of political and economic tyranny. 


In endorsing the principle of reparations the consultation said: 


"We urge religious institutions to divest themselves of their excessive 
material wealth by immediately allocating a significant portion of their 
total resources, without employing any mechanism of control, to 
organizations of the racially oppressed." Churches were also urged to 
"make open and public disclosure of their assets... and analyse how their 
financial practices, both domestic and international, contribute to the 
support of racially oppressive governments, discriminatory industries, 
and inhuman working conditions". 


The British Government was urged in a resolution on Rhodesia to: 


- reaffirm that independence will not be granted to Rhodesia until 
after majority rule has been established; 


- to decide with the United Nations upon action to extend and to 
intensify sanctions; 


- to withdraw her earlier assurance that force would not be used in 
resolving the Rhodesian conflict; 


- to refrain from using her veto in the Security Council. 


The resolution said responsibility for Rhodesia "lies with Britain", 
but it also appealed to voters and those in power in Rhodesia to seek a 
just settlement of the issues in dispute. 


Following demands from a group of American students for action "not 
pious Christian platitudes", the consultation said in a prepared 
statement, "This consultation is not as far from some of the ideas 
expressed in your demands as you may have supposed... many of your 
detailed proposals and others like them have been before us during the 
week, We assure you they will be passed on to the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches...." 


The students had given the consultation an ultimatum that it should 
agree to: 

- establish a legal defence fund for political prisoners; 

- support liberation movements in Africa, Vietnam and Latin America; 


- establish an international publishing house to document the 
liberation struggles. 


(more) 
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The Council's Central Committee has been asked to endorse the United 
Farm Workers Organizing Committee in California as a demonstration of its 
concern for the oppressed. The California committee is concerned with 
the plight of the Mexican-American grape-pickers who are forced to 

accept low wages and substandard working conditions. 


The problem of the "powerless" and the role of power in overcoming 
racism was constantly before the consultation. In a section report the 
consultation said: "We believe God is on their (the powerless) side in 
achieving a dignity commensurate with that calling to discipleship". And 
so for both the non-white and the white, "a theology of the powerless" is 
a vocation to seek, accept and exercise the responsibility of power. 


Two other section reports on "the realities of racism today" and 
"priorities and methods in eradicating racism" were received and sent to 
the Council's policy-making Central Committee for further study. 

EPS 


WHAT THE PAPERS SAID 


London (EPS) -- Editorials in leading British and European newspapers 
commented during the Whitsun holidays on the WCC-sponsored race 
consultation here last week. 


The London Times said, "After its recent victories against the professors 
Black Power has now laid its gunsights on the pastors and priests." 

Like the universities, the Times said, "the churches have already begun 
to make token or initial payments, and are hurriedly praising the black 
leaders who have so effectively jogged their consciences". 


The Times saw the Black Power demands against the Church in terms of cash 
rather than opportunities for more black participation. 


The conservative Daily Telegraph was much more pungent in its criticism. 
Ina’ leader (editorial) it said, "To find a conference held under the 
auspices of such a body (the WCC) favouring revolution on the vaguest 
and most frivolous pretexts is, to say the least, surprising." The 
Daily Telegraph said the resolutions of the consultation, which will go 
before the Council's policy-making Central Committee in August, will 
"contribute not to the pacification of the world but to the division of 
the Church. Anglicans will not wish to see themselves 'represented" in, 
or their Archbishop gracing the meetings of, a body which seems bent, on 
capturing official Christianity for the support of, the Black Power 
movement"'. 


The liberal Guardian in a leading article saw the five-day consultation 
as “part teach-in, part penitence, part act of redemption and part 
morality play with unscripted episodes from Black Power". 


The International Herald Tribune published in Paris, saw race and economics 
linked together. If society can break out of the “action and reaction of 
old errors" it can still make a world that is physically better. "But 
whether this will mean greater happiness for endlessly restless, endlessly 
questing man is another matter", the Tribune's editorial ended. 

EPS 
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SIT-INS BRING HOME. BLACK MANIFESTO 
DEMANDS TO U.S. DENOMINATIONS 


New York (EPS) -- While the WCC-sponsored Race Consultation in London 
was debating its answer to a demand for "reparations", the headquarters 
of two large U.S. denominations here were the target of sit-ins by black 
and white militants. 


On May 22 the Board of Missions of the United Methodist Church agreed.to 
convene the 49-member executive committee of the Board of Managers. . This 
ended the nine-hour occupation of its offices by 50 demonstrators led by 
Cain Felderman, head of the United Methodist "black caucus". 


Demands to be presented to the managers include $750,000 for the 

National Economic Development Conference (which adopted, the Black 
Manifesto in April), creation of an $800 million fund to make "relevant 
black universities" out of church-related Negro colleges, and $300 million 
for "black economic development" to be administered solely by blacks. 


A day earlier a small group of blacks identifying themselves as an "ad hoc 
committee for justice from the Presbyterian Church" ended an eight-day)» 
occupation of executive offices of the United Presbyterian Church. 


In San Antonio, Texas, the top legislative body of this denomination 

had invited James Forman of the Black Economic Development Conference to 
address it. In response to his demands, the General Assembly passed a 
statement rejecting the use of violence "in any form" and drawing 
attention to action already taken accelerating existing programs and 
taking new steps including a proposed $50 million campaign to assist 
blacks and a total of $250,000 voted for minority groups this year. 


Earlier in the week Mr. Forman had paid a surprise visit to the American 
Baptist Convention meeting in Seattle, Washington, to make, four demands. 


Other responses to the Black Manifesto were these: 


- the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New York rejected the demands made 
on it (EPS No. 17) because of "the manner of presentation and other 
substantive considerations". It regretted that "political, concepts, 
completely contrary to our American way of life" were joined with 
the aspirations of black people. 


- The Executive Council of the Episcopal Church voted to appoint a 
five-member committee to formulate expanded programmes of aid to the 
poor. The council had previously issued a "Response to the Manifesto" 
that recognized the "continuing poverty and injustice and racism in 
our society" and called attention to what the Episcopal Church has 
already done to aid minority groups. 


- Union Theological Seminary in New York through its board of directors 
pledged to invest $500,000 of its endowment funds in Harlem, to try, to 
raise $1 million for projects to involve the school in the surrounding 
multi-racial neighbourhood, and to ask board members to. contribute. to 
a fund to be administered by the seminary's black students, faculty, 
alumni and directors. 

EPS 
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REVOLUTION IN DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE 
NEEDED, C.M.C. DIRECTOR TELLS A.M.A. 


Chicago (EPS) -- If 10 per cent of the brain power and money now going 
into bio-medical research were applied to research in how to deliver 
health care, we could effect a revolution in international health, 

Mr. James C. McGilvray of Geneva told a conference sponsored by the 
American Medical Association here May 22. 


Mr. McGilvray, an American, directs the Christian Medical Commission, an 
agency of the World Council of Churches related to some 2,000 hospitals 
owned or operated by Christian churches. 


Such research would try to tailor health care to the economic limitations 
of the people, he noted. If available resources were directed to 
eliminating the causes of disease, there would be a tremendous benefit 

in human welfare, he stated. 


Research has already started in Korea and in India to lower the cost of 
medical care without raising the clinical risk. 


Noting that 95% of the money churches spend on medical work goes into 
institutions, Mr. McGilvray questioned whether this was the best use of 
church funds. This has led developing countries to emphasize the number 
of hospital beds as an index of health care. 


"An increase in hospital beds in India will not solve the formidable 
problems in India's health", he said, “when the bulk of the population 
are victims of poverty, infectious diseases and malnutrition. 


"What is really required is not more beds and expensive buildings to 
house them, but a rationalization of existing facilities and a rapid 
expansion of middle-level health workers", according to Mr. McGilvray. 


The WCC staffer was highly critical of a system which cares only for the 
individual and ignores the mass of the people who may not be able to pay 
for high-priced medical services. 


"Health care oriented to the individual is not an effective answer when 
the majority of individuals cannot be reached", he said, "or when resources 
are so limited that medical science has to ignore the causes of disease 

in order to cope with their consequences." 


Since most diseases are attributable to community situations, including 
traditions existing in homes and environmental factors, he suggested 
"a rational approach to health care planning" would start from there. 


One member of the Christian Medical Commission has been able to reduce 

the infant mortality rate in a section of Western Nigeria from 295 per 
thousand to 72 per thousand by concentrating on the health care of mothers 
and children under five, he reported. Other models are available in Uganda. 
But unfortunately the government is still spending 60 per cent of its 

total health budget on one large new teaching hospital. 


Mr. McGilvray pleaded for the application of rational planning to the whole 
of health care to redress "the present imbalance between personal medicine 
and the promotion of comprehensive care for all"... 
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HUNGARIAN CHURCH INVITES OTHER 
REFORMED BODIES TO CONSULTATION 


Geneva (EPS) -- Reformed churches from Central Europe have been invited 
by the Reformed Church of Hungary to send representatives to a consultation 
(May 28-30) on Reformed - Roman Catholic dialogue. 


The Christian Peace Conference and the Russian Orthodox Church have been 
asked to send an observer. 


Bishop Tibor Bartha, president of the general synod of the Reformed 
Church of Hungary, motivated the consultation by referring to "the 
realization that the Reformed churches of Central Europe, with their 
specific past and present experiences, should make their peculiar 
contribution to the dialogue which is to be conducted between the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) and the Roman Catholic Church". 


The official decision to engage in dialogue with the Roman Catholic 
Church is still to be made by the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity and the WARC Executive Committee meeting in Beirut next 
August. 


Dr. Marcel Pradervand, as secretary of the European Area. of the WARC, 
said here: "The consultation has been privately organized by the 
Reformed Church of Hungary. The WARC is not involved in its planning 
nor will it be officially represented". 


EPS 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND AGREES 
TO CONTINUING UNITY TALKS 
Edinburgh (EPS) -- The Church of Scotland has approved continuation of 


talks with five other Scottish churches. 


The General Assembly meeting here last week agreed "to permit the 
representatives to attempt the preparation of a plan" of union with the 
Episcopal Church, Congregational Union, United Free Church, Methodist 
Church and the Churches of Christ. 


Representatives of the six churches had earlier prepared a series of 
“controlling principles" on which they hope a basis and plan of union 
could be prepared. 


Earlier in the meeting the Assembly had received a petition, protesting 
the invitation to the Roman Catholic Church to send a visitor observer 
for the first time. When the Rev. John Dalrymple, spiritual director of 
St. Andrew's College, Melrose, was introduced as the Roman Catholic 
visitor, a gallery demonstration ensued. The proceedings were halted 
until the protestors were ushered from the hall by stewards. 


Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip at tended the General Assembly. 
Heretofore she has sent a Lord High Commissioner to represent her. 


EPS 
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SPECIAL YOUTH PROJECT VOTED 
BY WORLD YWCA EXECUTIVE BODY 


Geneva (EPS). -- Staff will be added by the World YWCA, headquartered here, 
to implement a special five-year youth project to: involve more young 
people in the programme and structures of the organisation, 


This decision was taken by the Executive Committee at its meeting at 
Mont Pelerin, Switzerland early in May. 


The next World’ Council meeting was set for Africa in 1971 at a time 
and place to be determined later. An effort will be made to have youth 
well represented. 


In approving the additional staff to work with national associations 
around the world on increasing youth participation, the Executive 
Committee said: "We do not see our objective as helping youth... or as 
advancing our work with youth,. but as using the creative force of youth 
to help us meet the problems which beset them and consequently our whole 
world". The last Council meeting in Australia had urged the implementation 
of a "massive, dynamic youth programme" (EPS No. 37, 1968). 

EPS 


BRITISH CONGREGATIONALISTS 
WILL ASK 1% FOR DEVELOPMENT 


London (EPS) -- The Congregational Church in England and Wales has 
decided to launch an appeal to all its members to give 1Z of their. net 
income or ''take home income", towards the alleviation of world poverty 
and the promotion of overseas development. This 1% is to be over and 
above all they are at present giving to the church for the maintenance 
of mission at home and overseas. . 


At the same time the church agreed to press forward with a concerted 
campaign to influence public opinion and government action until at 
least 1% of the gross national product is made available each year by 
the Government for development programmes overseas. 


The Assembly recommended at its annual meeting here that Remembrance 
Sunday this year be used to focus the appeal. 


By an overwhelming majority the Assembly also agreed that the church 
would accept the recommendations placed before it as a basis for 
decision for union with the Presbyterian Church of England. The 
recommendations will now be sent down to each of the member churches 
for their consideration and decision, 

EPS 
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MONTREAL CONFERENCE HEARS 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY EXPERTS 


Montreal (EPS) -- The president of Canada's International Development 
Agency, Mr. Maurice Strong, termed the recent conference on world 
development held here "a significant step in the historic process of 
mobilizing the forces of a united Christendom in the struggle to free 
the world community from the oppression of poverty and injustice". 


Forty people from 12 nations attended the four-day conference sponsored 
by the Committee on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX), a joint 
agency of the World Council of Churches and the Pontifical Commission 
Justice and Peace. 


Present were representatives of the World Bank, United Nations agencies, 
the Pearson Commission, Ford Foundation and other international 
development agencies. They discussed the agricultural revolution now 
taking place, urbanization and employment, population control, and the 
generation and distribution of economic power. 


EPS 
LAY PARTICIPATION IN ORDAINING CLERGY 
AGREED BY AUSTRALIAN METHODISTS 
Brisbane (EPS) -- Laity have been given a role in ordaining new 


ministers by the Methodist Church of Australasia, in recognition of the 
fact that clergy are ordained by the Church rather than by ministers 
alone. The General Conference meeting here also agreed that annual 
state conferences could elect a lay vice-president in addition to a 
ministerial president. State conferences were encouraged to abolish 
sessions from which laymen are excluded, even if they deal with matters 
affecting clergy. 


A target of $A 1 million ($U.S. 1.1 million) for overseas development 
aid over the next three years was set by the general conference. 
Originally it had been proposed that a target of $A 1 million a year 
for each year of the Second Development Decade should be called for, 
but delegates termed this unrealistic. 


Proceeds of the sacrificial giving campaign will be directed to 
Inter-Church Aid and similar programmes. 


EPS 
POPE'S VISIT SIGNALS NEW PERIOD 
IN CHURCH HISTORY, POLISH BISHOP SAYS 
Warsaw (EPS) -- The visit of Pope Paul to the headquarters of the World 


Council of Churches in Geneva next month should conyince even the 
greatest skeptics of the far-reaching changes that have taken place in 
relations among all Christian churches, according to Rt. Rev. Andrzej 


Wantula, Bishop of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in 
Poland. 


(more) 
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In an interview with Andrzej Wojtowicz, head of the Polish Ecumenical 
Council's Press Department, Bishop Wantula said: "The contemporary ecu- 
menical movement has already initiated a new period in church history". 


At the same time he was critical of the “selective" nature of the ecumenical 
movement, stating that it “entirely belongs to the elite". 


"Out of hundreds of millions of Christians, there are only several thousand 
theologians and clergy, and a similar number of laymen, involved in the 
movement", he said. "Great masses of ordinary church people have not been 
moved by the movement; most of them have heard only scraps of news about 
it, and many have heard nothing at all". 


EPS 
KENYA GOVERNMENT ASSURES WARC/ICC 
ON ENTRY VISAS FOR ASSEMBLY 
Geneva, (EPS) -- The Ministry of Home Affairs of the Kenya Government has 


assured the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the International Con- 
gregational Council that "members attending the joint assembly in Nairobi 
in August 1970 will be issued entry visas subject to their personal records". 


Plans will therefore proceed for holding the uniting General Council at 
University College, Nairobi, from August 20-30, 1970. 


The government announcement means it will be possible for delegates from 
countries with which Kenya has no diplomatic relations to represent their 
churches at the assembly. 

EPS 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES WANT 
ABORIGINALS TO CONTROL RESERVES 


Canberra, (EPS) -- A deputation from the Australian Council of Churches 

met with members of the Federal Government's Aboriginal Affairs Committee 
here on May 22 to request that Aboriginals be granted corporate ownership 
and control of 93,000 square miles of reserves in the Northern Territory. 


The government should appoint an expert team for a national survey to 
determine what new reserves should be set up to meet Aboriginal needs, 
the churchmen said. 


The council, whose membership includes 11 major Protestant and Orthodox 
churches, said Aboriginal control of reserves should include mining rights. 


The Rev. F.G. Engel, assistant general secretary of the council, said later 
that Aboriginals would choose to assimilate when they enjoyed the same 
rights, social and economic equality, and the same sense of participation 
and belonging as others. The greatest step towards encouraging these 
qualities, he said, was the grant of land rights. "This will give them a 
base from which to enter into society generally", he said. io. 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Theologians and laymen from more than 25 countries attending the WCC- 
sponsored Race Consultation in London last week heard civil servants, 
political figures, social scientists, black militants and leaders of 

other minority groups (see page 3). Their recommendations on how to 
counter racism in Church and world go to WCC's Central Committee in August 
for official council action. Herewith some who made their views heard 

in London. 


(467) Left to Right: Mrs. Joan A.M. Abayasekera, Ceylon; the Rev. C.. 
Herbert Oliver, USA; Dr. In Ha Lee, Japan; and the Most Rev. Dr.. 
Michael Ramsey, United Kingdom, in a panel discussion on the churches! 
role in the struggle against racism. (468) Senator George McGovern, 

USA, talking with Dr. Nathan Hare, USA. (469) Two consultation members 
from Trinidad-Tobago: Mrs. Marion Glean and the Rt. Rev. Dr. Roy Neehall. 
(470) Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of World Council of 
Churches, and Mrs. Rena Karefa-Smart, Sierra Leone and. Geneva. 


(471) Mr. Roy Sawh (foreground), chairman of Black Power Party in UK, 
addresses a plenary. Behind him: Senator McGovern, Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, Dr. Carl-Johan Hellberg, Lutheran World Federation (far right). 


(472) Panel on racialism in the United Kingdom included the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr. Ramsey, as chairman; Mr. Merlyn Rees, M.P.3 Mr. Mark- 
Bonham Carter. (In foreground: Bishop Trevor Huddleston.) . 


(473), Plenary Session. 


(474) The Rev. David Mason, UK, and Senator George McGovern, chairman. 
(475) Prof. J. Robert Nelson, USA; Dr. Chandran D.S. Devanesen, India; 
Dr. Tiang Goan Tan, Indonesia. (476) Mrs. Dorcas Luseno, Kenya. (477) 
Prof. Héctor Martinez, Peru. (478) Mr. Roy Sawh, Guyanan living in UK. 
(479) The Rt. Rev. Trevor Huddleston, Bishop of Stepney, UK. (480) The 
Rev. Channing E. Phillips, USA. (481) Mr. Oliver Tambo, chairman of 
African National Congress. (482) Dr. Nathan Hare, consultant from USA. 


(483-485) Public meeting at Church House Westminster was interrupted. by 
hecklers who demonstrated outside after being escorted from the hall 
during speech by Mr. Oliver Tambo (at mike). (486) Working group chaired. 
by Miss Jean E. Fairfax, USA, included the Hon. R.S. Garfield Todd, former 
Prime Minister of Rhodesia (far left). (487) The Rev. Charles, S.. Spivey, 
USA, speaks to a working group. 


(488) Dr. Blake and Mr. Oliver Tambo, Southern Africa. (489) Mr. Spivey, 
Mr. Oliver and Mr. Ambalavaner Sivanandan, Ceylon... (490) Dr.,W.A.: Visser,.'t 
Hooft, Senator McGovern and Dr. Michael Ramsey. (491) Mr. Roy Sawh and. the 
Rev. Henry H. Mitchell (USA), in front of Notting Hill Ecumenical Centre, 
where consultation met. (492) Mrs. Dorcas A. Luseno, Kenya, Mr. Josevata 
N.. Kamikamica, Fiji TaRAES 5; Mrs. Kath Walker, br ASNT Dr. Daisuke 
Kitagawa, Geneva. 5) 


(Photos. are. available from: the WCC Film/Photo Section, Department of) Com-): 
munication, 150 route de'Ferney, 1211.Geneva 20, Switzerland at a Se ial 
charge of $1.25; _10/-d5 Sw. Fr./DM: 5.-.) : | 
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Special Feature 


JOSEF L. HROMADKA, PIONEER OF DIALOGUE 


By Ans van der Bent 
WCC Staff Member 


On June 8 the leading Czech theologian Josef Hromadka marks the 80th 
year of a full and courageous life. 


Since 1920 Professor Hromadka has distinguished himself as a teacher of 
systematic theology, first at the John Hus Faculty in Prague, and since 
1947 at the Johan Amos Comenius Faculty, of which he was Dean from 1950 
to 1966. During the Nazi domination of Czechoslovakia he resided in the 
United States, teaching Christian ethics at Princeton Theological 
Seminary in New Jersey from 1939 to 1947. 


Dr. Hromadka is known for his leadership in the ecumenical movement. As a 
member of the WCC's Central Committee from 1948 to 1968, and an 

Executive Committee member during the last 14 years of this period, he 

has participated in every important discussion and decision made by the 
World Council. 


A founder of the Christian (Prague) Peace Conference, of which he became 
president in 1961, he has won international fame and distinction. In 
1958 he received the Lenin Peace Prize at the Kremlin. 


No other theologian has striven so long and hard for a dialogue between 
East and West and for comprehension of the ideology and politics of the 
socialist states. Even before World War II he supported Thomas Masaryk 
in his efforts to build a democratic republic in Czechoslovakia. 


At the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches in September 1948 
he was almost alone in defending the communist East against Western 
attacks. He warned his Christian brethren that the coup d'état that had 
taken place the previous February in Czechoslovakia had not come about 
by chance, and he said the West must consider the militant atheists not 
as enemies but as friends, representatives of a new and better society. 
He believed that Western civilization in its traditional form was at an 
end and new ways must be sought to lead humanity to full maturity and 
ensure greater international justice and lasting peace between nations. 


Dr. Hromadka has understood, as few contemporaries have, that discussion 
with men of other faiths or ideologies is an urgent duty for Christians. 
He pointed out, in works such as Sprung tiber die Mauer (1961) and 


An der Schwelle des Dialoges zwischen Christen und Marxisten (1965), that 


rigid anti-communism can only lead to world catastrophe. 


For more than 10 years Josef Hromadka has engaged in dialogue with 
Marxist professors and students in various Prague seminars. At the 
third international conference of the Paulus Society in 1967 Milan 
Machovee and other communist friends paid tribute to him as an 
exceptional Christian. 


(more) 
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The partners in this dialogue have slowly learned the conditions . 
necessary for a genuine discussion: (a) complete honesty on either side, 
each accepting the integrity of the other's position; (b) an honest 

effort to understand one's partner and readiness to listen; (c) repentance 
for one's own mistakes; and (d) readiness to modify one's own position. 


Naturally Hromadka's views, especially in the political and socio- 
economic field, have aroused sharp criticism. 


Matthew Spinka, in The Church in Communist Society (1954), charges that 
Professor Hromadka, despite his denials, subscribes to the Marxist 
philosophy. of history, which asserts an inevitable course of development 
and the irresistible victory of communist society over the old order. 
Communism, both as a system of thought and as a code of ethics, is, 
according to Spinka, incompatible with Christianity. 


Hans Ruh, in Geschichte und Theologie, Grundlinien der Theologie Hromadkas 


(1963), asks whether Hromadka's view is not "merely a personal and 
existential one which, although of great importance, cannot be objectively 
proved". Is the thesis "that Western liberal democracy has come to the 
end of its power", verifiable? 


Charles West, in Communism and the Theologians (1958), considers 
Hromadka's appeal for repentance too narrowly restricted to past sins 

and injustices of the old dying society, hardly referring to the present- 
day sins committed by a communist state. Hromadka's "theology of the 
concrete word of God remains curiously pious and abstract. It challenges 
the West with the East, but it challenges the East with nothing concrete." 


Professor West compares the anti-communism of Emil Brunner, John Foster 
Dulles and others with the pro-communism of Hromadka, and concludes that 
behind both concepts of history is a secret longing "for unity of religion 
and social power based on a Christian culture". Both think in terms of 

a faith which is less than Christian, a faith in culture, society and 
politics. For them the Christian commitment becomes a political ideology. 


It does not require great theological wisdom to discover certain gaps 

and weaknesses in Hromadka's position. Nevertheless, despite a lack of 
theological objectivity, he remains an unchallenged leader in the 
dialogue with non-believers. More than any other Western theologian he 
has tried to break out of the prison of doctrinaire ideology. We still 
need courageous and far-sighted Christians, who are not only ready to 
recognise the existence of an atheistic philosophy and political outlook 
in the world, but who will relinquish the still-privileged and superior 
Christian position to meet on an equal footing those who think otherwise. 


Perhaps only in the next» generation will we realize what a great 
contribution Josef Hromadka and his disciples have made towards the 
liberalisation process in Czechoslovakia. Now we know that only such a 
Christian as he would have dared write the Russian ambassador in Prague 
after the entry of the Russian tanks: "I experience the most profound 
feeling of disappointment, sorrow and shame. Only an immediate with- 
drawal of the occupying troops can permit us to hope for the alleviation of 
our common misfortune."' Only one who believes profoundly in the necessity 
for dialogue can without fear and perhaps with effect convince a 
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POPULAR ATTITUDES TOWARDS THIRD WORLD 
NEED PROBING, SAYS WCC CONSULTATION 


Geneva, (EPS) -- If the churches are to be an effective instrument in 
"sensitizing" Europeans to an understanding of the real nature of under- 
development and of the relationships between the rich and the poor nations 
they must encourage, and if necessary commission, rigorously scientific 
enquiries into prevailing attitudes towards the Third World. These atti- 
tudes include those towards specific programmes of assistance of all kinds 
and those towards people of the Third World living in Europe. 


This was one of the conclusions reached by a World Council of Churches 
consultation which met in Geneva May 27-31. 


More than 40 specialists, among them 15 Roman Catholics, attended the 
consultation which was organized by the World Council's Division of Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service. These specialists came from 
countries in Western and Eastern Europe, as well as from the USA, India, 
Ceylon, Brazil, Trinidad, Cameroon, and Togo. 


The consultation, which was concerned with Development Education, urged 
that development issues should be included in the curricula of theological 
seminaries, Sunday schools, and school text books. 


It was agreed that one essential pre-requisite in the educational task is 
to demolish various myths and stereotypes that are serious obstacles to 
the understanding of development. Among the myths cited were those of the 
"lazy" farmer, the "good" savage, the devil-worshipper, and that there is 
an easy panacea for the problems of the Third World ("If the Indians would 
only eat. their cows...." and "If.only they would have fewer babies...."). 


Various church myths attacked included the myth that churches in the Third 
World ought not to experience the same difficulties as churches in Europe; 
that churches in the Third World must be agents for stability and anti- 
communism; and that the churches in Europe are the best, if not the only, 
agents for proper development. 


The participants agreed that on development issues the churches "must 
give priority to information and documentation, and not to paternalistic 
admonition". A specific contribution that the churches can make is to. 
remind communicators about neglected problems. 


It was recommended that: ‘The mass media must not be misused by the pro- 
motion of short-term actions based on a sentimental approach and an easy 
satisfaction of conscience" 


The consultation requested the World Council of Churches to arrange a con- 
sultation on the precise nature and meaning of political action and poli- 
tical methods for Christians and for churches in Europe. The attention 

of European churches was called to a type of campaign recently conducted 

in the Netherlands concerning the effect, on developing countries producing 
cane sugar, of Common Market trade regulations and suggested that campaigns 
of this kind might become a model for others on similar issues. 


The consultation agreed that. there must be a readiness to accept and pro- 


mote change within Western society. as well as within the Third World. og 
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ORTHODOX FACE NEW TASKS 
IN EASTERN SLOVAKIA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The "Greek Catholic Church" (Uniate Church) in Eastern 
Slovakia which was united with the Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia in 
1950 became active again with government approval in June last year accord- 
ing to reports reaching here. 


Auxiliary bishop Vasil Hopko, who was consecrated bishop before 1950, is 
exercising his priestly functions again but owing to his state of health 
he is not responsible for the administration of the Greek Catholic diocese 
A priest has been appointed as administrator of the diocese. 


Before 1950 the Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia had around 60 congregations 
most of them in Bohemia and Moravia. Through the union it grew to 315 con- 
gregations, the majority being in Eastern Slovakia. 


Today the Greek Catholic Church has around 200 congregations. The Orthodox 
(formerly Greek Catholic) congregations in Eastern Slovakia were given the 
opportunity to ask for a vote on whether or not to become Greek Catholic 
congregations again. 


According to the central office of the Eparchy in Prague, the Orthodox Church 
has not been reduced to the situation which existed in 1950. It still has 
congregations in about 100 places in Eastern Slovakia. 


Seventy priests belonging to the Orthodox Church in Eastern Slovakia have 
joined the Greek Catholic Church. Some 30 of them were ordained before 
1950 as Greek Catholic priests; the others have been ordained since 1950. 


The Orthodox Church has four dioceses - two in Bohemia and Moravia and two 
in Eastern Slovakia. It publishes a periodical and maintains a theological 
college in Presov at which 16 students and 26 priests (who are already ex- 
ercising their ministry) are studying. 


Present relationships between the Orthodox Church and the Greek Catholic 
Church are strained. The division did not take place without disturbance 
and violence. The hope that they would use the same church buildings has 
not been fulfilled in most places. This has resulted in the Orthodox Church 
being confronted by the task of erecting a number of church buildings. 
EPS 


CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

JOIN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Easton, Pennsylvania, (EPS) -- Two Roman Catholic churches here have joined 
the Easton Area Council of Churches, which previously had been an all- 
Protestant Council. 


Father Peter Vandergeest, pastor of St. Joseph's, one of the two new member 

churches, said its acceptance by the council should "provide a forceful way 

to garner mutual respect, understanding and love". He added, "the only way 

to effect ultimate unity is through truth". 

Father Francis Connolly, pastor of St. Bernard's church, said the step would 


make ecumenicity "more meaningful". po. 
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LUTHERANS MEET POPE PAUL 


Rome, (EPS) -- A deepened Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue was encouraged 

in remarks exchanged by Pope Paul VI and Dr. André Appel, general secretary 
of the Lutheran World Federation, as a seven-member LWF executive staff dele- 
gation was received here on May 31 by the Roman Catholic pontiff. 


The 35-minute audience in Pope Paul's library climaxed a three-day tour 
arranged for the LWF delegation by the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity. The Lutheran group visited several main Vatican Congrega- 
tions and Secretariats. 


Expressing hope that the visit would "bear mutual fruit", Dr. Appel traced 

the development of Lutheran-Roman Catholic relations since the Federation's 
1957 world assembly at Minneapolis, Minnesota (USA), envisaged the need for 
involvement in ecumenical dialogue. 


"Although history reminds us of four-and-a-half centuries of often painful 
confrontation", Dr. Appel said, "we know that we are now engaged in an en- 
counter which is only at its beginning but which, nevertheless, fills.us with 
hope". 


The LWF general secretary cited the advanced Lutheran dialogue. with. Reformed 
churches, the beginnings of conversation with the Anglican communion and 
world Orthodoxy and the theological talks between the LWF and the Vatican. 
in the last three years. 


"Because of our origins in the Reformation of Martin Luther", he, said, "we 
feel ourselves particularly anxious to deepen the dialogue with Rome. 


"Our histories and our destinies have been constantly linked during these 
last four centuries, although we have been unable to surmount the obstacles 
of our divisons. We must persevere in the search for that unity of the 
Church of Jesus Christ which we all confess. We must do this in the humility 
and patience of prayer, the charity of our exchanges, the truth and authen- 
ticity of our dialogue". 


Dr. Appel called attention to the "significant" contribution of Roman 
Catholic scholars during an LWF-sponsored International Luther Research 
Congress three years ago. He saw this as a development which made it, clear 
that Catholics had a new openness to study the Reformer and his works - 

and which in turn gave Lutherans a new appreciation of Roman Catholic 
criticism of Luther. 


The leader of the LWF delegation also cited the advancing work of the joint 
LWF-Vatican study commission on the theme, "Gospel and Church" and, noted 

that the ''Sent into the World" theme of the Federation's next world assembly - 
in Porto Alegre, Brazil, in July 1970 - encompasses the hope that "our 
discussions on the common life of Christians and churches will become enriched". 


Dr. Appel declared that churches no longer can isolate their dialogues or 
place them "on the level of controversy". 
(more) 
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Following a word of assurance of "our faithful intercession for yourself 
and all those we have had the privilege to meet during these days", Dr. 
Appel concluded his remarks with a reference to Martin Luther's Small 
Catechism comment on the work of the Holy Spirit who "calls, gathers, en- 
lightens and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and preserves 
it in union with Jesus Christ in the true faith". 


Pope Paul, whose prepared address followed that of Dr. Appel, expressed 
gratitude at the desire of the LWF delegation to meet Vatican units and 
described the visit as "a sign of the considerable development of good 
relations with your Federation during the years following the Second Vatican 
Council". 


The Pope particularly recalled Prof. Kristen Ejner Skydsgaard, noted Danish 
Lutheran theologian of Copenhagen, who was a principal LWF observer at 
Vatican II, for his message to the pontiff on behalf of all Council ob- 
servers which "underlined the fundamental importance of a theology of the 
history of salvation for the ecumenical movement". 


This theological task, the pontiff said, will be a main effort of the new 
Ecumenical Institute for Advanced Theological Study being established on an 
ecumenical basis in Jerusalem. 


Pope Paul also cited the work of the joint LWF-Vatican study commission on 
"Gospel and Church" and stated that the question under investigation "is 
one of the most central which still stands between us and without solution 
since the unhappy rupture at the time of the Reformation". 


While he reiterated a statement of the first session of the Joint Working 
Group to the effect that Lutheran-Roman Catholic differences must be re- 
cognized, Pope Paul said the Catholic Church holds hope that “new ways 

and new possibilities of understanding and common vision will open under 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, on the condition that we face the 
difficulties with patience, seriousness, loyalty and an atmosphere of charity". 


At the conclusion of the audience, the Pope presented the LWF delegation 
with a facsimile edition of Codex Vaticanus, one of the oldest Greek manu- 
scripts of the New Testament, and another facsimile manuscript of the 
Epistles of Peter. The Lutheran group gave the pontiff a facsimile edition 
of part of Luther's translation of the Old Testament Minor Prophets. 

EPS 


PRESBYTERIANS TO PURCHASE 

FISH FOR BIAFRA 

Nashville, Tennessee, (EPS) -- The Board of World Missions of the Presby- 
terian Church in the USA will purchase $10,000 worth of stock fish for 
Biafrans. 


The money came from "Halt Hunger" offerings and will buy 30,000 pounds of 


the high protein fish and provide some 27,000 meals. 
EPS 
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CHURCHES RESPOND TO 
INDIAN FLOOD DISASTER 


Geneva, (EPS) — Reputed to be the worst storm in Southern India for 20 
years, five days of incessant rain accompanied by 60-miles an hour winds, 
have led to a death-roll, officially estimated at 600. Unofficial estimates 
range up to 1,000. 


In Guntur district, 270 persons are officially reported to have lost their 
lives, including one village where 185 persons died. 


Twenty-two inches of rain fell during the storm which has damaged 400,000 
acres of rice paddy, as well as crops of sugar cane, cotton, chillies, and 
mangoes on 100,000 acres. Unofficial estimates place the damage done at 
$30 million. 


When the report was received here the Division of Inter=church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service of the World Council of Churches cabled $10,000 to CASA 
(Christian Agency for Social Action of the National Christian Council of 
India) to enable CASA to begin a relief operation among those who had suffered 
most in the disaster. 


The Division also appealed to its inter-related agencies for $30,000 for 
the support of CASA's programme which is expected to include rehabilitation 
work as well as immediate relief efforts. So far "Bread for the World”, 
Germany, has responded with a promise of $5,000 and Church World Service, 
USA, with $2,000. 

EPS 


NATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNITY WORKSHOP 


Philadelphia, (EPS) -- Christian leaders in ecumenism from Europe and the 
western hemisphere will meet here for the sixth National Workshop for 
Christian Unity (June 15-19). 


The five-day meeting will include workshop sessions with speakers and panel 
members from the Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Protestant. and. Orthodox churches. 


This will be the first time Philadelphia will host a gathering of religious 
leaders and laymen active in the ecumenical movement. In conjunction with 
the workshop sessions at Philadelphia's Civic Centre and the convention 
headquarters in the Sheraton Hotel, there will be a series of liturgical 
observances to be. held at churches of various Christian traditions in Phila- 
delphia. 


John Cardinal Krol, archbishop of the sponsoring Philadelphia archdiocese 
said the response indicated broad participation by both religious leaders 
and laymen throughout the United States. 


Among those who will be taking part in the sessions are: Jan Cardinal Wille- 
brands, President of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity; 
Rt. Rev. Robert Stopford, the Anglican Bishop of London, and Dr. Eugene L. 
Smith, general secretary of the U.S. office of the World Council -of Churches. 
EPS 
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MINISTERIAL TRAINING 
IMPORTANT - SARKISSIAN 


Cairo, (EPS) -- The crucial importance of ministerial training in the world 
today was made by Bishop Karekin Sarkissian, Chancellor of the Holy See 

of Cilicia, Lebanon, in an address to the first plenary session of the 
Association for Theological Education in the Near East here. 


The Armenian church leader called for a constructive spirit of self- 
criticism on behalf of|the clergy and for a plan of common study which 
would include student and teacher exchange and joint activities to foster 
what he considered the "spirit of ecumenical witness". 


"Ecumenicity by its very nature as dialogue, encounter, fellowship, and 
with its common task aimed at the recovery of the unity and renewal of the 
life of Christ's Church, brings all churches together and thus enables them 
to communicate with one another...'' said Bishop Sarkissian. He concluded, 
"Renewal comes through renewed men; and renewed men come from renewed 
seminaries". 


Bishop Sarkissian, chairman of the association's executive committee, is 
widely known for his active involvement on the ecumenical scene. He is 
the youngest member of the executive committee of the World Council of 
Churches. 


The- association's prime concern is to give theological education a new 
focus, preparing a clergy who can understand and speak to the needs of the 
20th century. 


Its membership roster includes Arab Baptist, Armenian Theological, Belmont 
Ecclesiastical, Coptic Theological, Coptic Catholic, Coptic Evangelical 

and Syrian Patriarchate schools; St. George's College (Anglican); the Near 
East School of Theology; and the Department of Religious Studies of the 
American University of Beirut. 


EPS 
ECUMENICAL SERVICE FOR 
ILO GOLDEN JUBILEE 
Geneva, (EPS) -- An ecumenical service of thanksgiving in connection with 


the 50th oars a eer of the International Labour Se) Lape § will be held 
in St. Peter's Cathedral here on June 19. 


The service has been organized by the World Coonsi3 of Churches in co-opera- 
tion with the Church of Geneva. 


Delegates to the ILO conference will take part in the service which will be 
presided over by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council. The sermon will be preached by Professor André Philip of the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development and President of the 
Commission on International Affairs of the Protestant Federation of France. 
. EPS 
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MINDOLO ECUMENICAL CENTRE 
HAS VITAL ROLE 


Kitwe, Zambia, (EPS) -- An ecumenical lay training centre which stands in 
the midst of the "greatest chunk of black power in the world" may be able 
to help provide guidelines for African nation building. 


This is the belief of Wilfrid Grenville-Grey, British-born son of a Common- 
wealth army colonel and director of the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre here. 


"Half of the centre's $350,000 annual budget is now raised by Africans", 
Grenville-Grey told newsmen. ''We very much need to have Western churches 
continue to raise the other half of the budget so that the centre can con- 
tinue as a catalyst for Christian participation in nation building." 


The Mindolo centre is one of the projects listed for support in the 
$10,000,000 ecumenical programme for leadership development administered 

by the All Africa Conference of Churches. In 10 years, more than 500 wives 
and mothers have been trained in Christian leadership and home-making. 


"Mindolo is today being utilized by a leading banking firm in Zambia to 
train its clerks", the centre's director said. "This year we were hosts in 
addition to our regular classes to a government-called conference on land 
tenure problems." 


Each year the Zambian government has provided $20,000 towards the agri- 
culture training programme on Mindolo's 10,000-acre farm, he said. 


"The government helps in an advisory capacity, but the programme's centre 
is administered by its staff, of whom 80% are expatriates and 20Z are 
Zambian", Grenville-Grey said. 


The centre's director is encouraged by the staff-student ratio (30 staff 
for 150 students), but discouraged because only 40 women can be accepted 
out of at least 150 applicants for the six-months' training in Christian 
leadership and homemaking. 


"Training for Christian leadership is essentially concerned with the trans- 
formation, not just the formation, of leaders", Grenville-Grey stated. 


"Transformation does not generally take place in the classroom. This is 
why the total pattern of life at Mindolo must be taken into consideration 
before passing judgment on the evangelical impact of the centre." 


In the agricultural programme the centre trains young men in a three-year 
course in commercial farming. At the close, the government gives each a 
five-acre plot of land for garden farming. 


The community development programme's home economics extension workers course 
fills a vital gap in the training of social workers for the mining communities. 
The one-year course for youth (who are recruited from as far afield as Ethiopia 
and Uganda) aims to train full-time professional youth workers who will return 
to their churches to take up newly created careers in this field. 


Grenville-Grey noted that in 10 years the centre has grown from a few thatch- 
roofed houses outside a large copper-mining plant to a modern educational 
centre valued at nearly $1,000,000... 
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AMERICAN CHURCHES 
IN TROUBLE 


St. Louis, Missouri, (EPS) -- The’ general minister and president of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) told the 250-member General: Board 

of the church here it would be foolhardy not to recognize American churches 
are in trouble as a result of current change and tensions. 


Dr. A. Dale Fiers, of Indianapolis, Indiana, indicated that the very per- 
formance of Christian duty may aggravate the tensions. He observed that 
decisions Detaeen greats is psi and what is wrong ‘are increasingly complex. 


"The need for renewal of the Church based on obedience to the gospel on 
the one hand conflicts with our desire for peace and tranquility on the 
other", he told the annual gathering. — 


"Moreover, strident néw voices and strange ideologies create situations 
and attitudes that blur former distinctions between good and evil, violence 
and non-violence, faith and unbelief, sacred and secular, church and world." 


The church executive declared, however, he believed the Church has "the 
will and the power and the spiritual resources to meet the challenge" of 
the mountainous difficulties it faces. 


"Of ‘one thing we can be sure - it is a time that’ calls for spiritual 
leadership from the Church which is based on personal ‘commitment to Christ 
as Lord, loyalty to the Church as the instrument of His mission in 

the world and willingness to serve in His name", he’ said. 


General Board members received reports showing that the Christian Church 
membership was contributing $1,000 per day more than their normal giving 
‘in an effort to relieve the we pth ae hpaesee) education and race crisis 
in America' s cities. 


The church has a programme called "Reconciliation", under which it hopes 
to raise $2 million-plus for work related to the urban emergency. 


Board members were told that national units of: the church have committed 
$325,000 to investment in black-controlled banks to help build up the 
economic power of Negroes. The units have set a goal of $1 million in 
such investments, it was reported. | 

EPS 


NEW GENERAL SECRETARY FOR 
MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL 


Wellesley, Mass... (EPS), -- The Rev. Arthur E. Walmsley, an Episcopal clergy- 
.) Man,,was elected here to succeed Dr. Forest L. Knapp as general secretary 
of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. 


Interim rector of Grace Episcopal church, Amherst, for the past year, 
Mr..Walmsley is, former CXPCUE IVE secretary of the Division of Christian 


Citizenship of his denomination’ s executive council, 
EPS 
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DANCES FOR WORSHIP 
SERVICES PUBLISHED 


Cincinnati, Ohio, (EPS) -- A do-it-yourself "Dancing for God" manual of 
liturgical dance written by a priest-liturgist and a choreographer, has 
been published here. 


The illustrated volume could serve as a step-by-step guide for any parish 
or individial desiring to use the dance as part of a liturgical service. 

The manual provides the necessary rudiments to master such choreographic 

movements as the "clergy stomp", the "step curtsey", the "sway step", the 
"beggar step", the "prayer step", the "joy step", the "paddle turn", and 

the "kneel and incense step". 


In addition, in a supportive glossary, the reader will become acquainted 
with such recognized ballet movements as the glissade (a glide), plié 
(bending of the knees), port de bras (carriage of the arms), reléve (a 
lift), and tours-jeté (a turning leap). 


In the opening section of the book, Father Lucien Deiss presents data 
upholding the validity of the liturgical dance. 


Dancing, according to the French-born Holy Ghost priest, "is not a profane 
thing that one might introduce as if by force into the sanctuaries of our 

churches. It does not enter into the temples of prayer as a stranger, but 
rather as a daughter of God". 


"Song is the joy of the voice", Father Deiss maintains.. "Dancing is the 
joy of the body. Together, singing and dancing, both created by God, must, 
like all His other creatures, praise the Lord." 


Father Deiss' support of dancing in churches is based on biblical arguments. 
In his introduction to the 78-page volume which has been published by the 
World Library of Sacred Music, he frequently quotes from Psalm 150. 


He also cites the famous dance of David before the Ark as it was carried 
in procession to Jerusalem. Father Deiss quotes David's reason for his 
actions: "Before the Lord, who commanded me to be ruler over the people 
of the Lord in Israel, I will dance". (II Sam. 6:21). 


Where and when to dance is discussed by Father Deiss and he recommends 
initially a basic distinction - "liturgical dance which is simply a 'per- 
formance’ and that which uniquely attempts to be a prayer". 


In the second kind of liturgical dancing, the French priest, says when it 
attempts to be a prayer it "demands that the community take part in it actively". 


"Certainly it is not necessary that all people, themselves, dance, no more 
than it is necessary for one to read the gospel in a loud voice in order to 
assist at mass", he claims. "But it is necessary to enter into a state of 
prayer." 


The second part of the book, containing choreographic iat eft ais was prepared 
by Mrs. Gloria Gabriel Weyman, a native of Cincinnati. 


EPS 
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CANADIAN BAPTISTS RENEW 
INTEREST IN WORLD COUNCIL 


Leamington, Ontario, (EPS) -- The Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec 
has informed the Canadian Baptist Federation of its renewed interest in the 
World Council of Churches. 


The regional convention was urged to apply for World Council membership 
either through the Baptist Federation or independently. 


At present, Canadian Baptists are not members of the World Council. But the 
regional convention is a member of the Canadian Council of Churches which 
is associated with the World Council. 


Delegates of the 50,640-member convention rejected a motion for independent 
membership in the WCC but approved a motion by the Rev. George Campbell of 
Toronto that called for further study on the membership question. 


Mr. Campbell asked the church relations committee to find out why most 

Baptist groups have not joined the WCC and wondered if the convention's 

independent membership would damage its relationship with other Baptists. 
EPS 


METHODIST CONFERENCE CALLS 
FOR REPEAL OF ACT 


Brisbane, (EPS) -- The Methodist General Conference of Australasia, has 
called on the Australian Federal Government to repeal the controversial 
National Service Act. 


This legislation, in force for 15 years (though not continuously) conscripts 
about every sixth 20-year-old male for military service. It is the main 
source now for Australian forces in Vietnam, and the government has said 
that Australia would be unable to maintain military presence there without 
National Servicemen. 


The Methodist General Conference voted heavily for the repeal of the Act, follow- 
ing a motion on May 20 by the Rev. John Westerman. Mr. Westerman said "the 
Act had been botched from the start and had been amended so many times it 
was now an unjust patchwork". The Act, he said, imposed an unequal obliga- 
tion on young Australians (they are chosen for service on the basis of 
their birthdays - there is a "birthday lottery" in which dates are chosen 
from a barrel of numbers). Mr. Westerman said the main object of the Act 
was to provide Australians for Asian wars, and if the government with its 
vast propaganda machine was unable to convince Australians of the nature 

of the supposed "threat" to the nation, then there was something wrong with 
the cause the government was espousing. 


If the government repealed the Act and introduced a revised one, Methodism 
would reserve the right to examine and criticize any replacement legisla- 


tion, the Methodist minister said. 
EPS 
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POVERTY AND WARFARE 
DEBATED BY SCOTS 


Edinburgh, (EPS) -- World poverty, chemical and biological warfare and Scot- 
tish nationhood emerged as the controversial topics when the lengthy and di- 
versified Church and Nation Report was presented to the General Assembly of 

the Church of Scotland here. 


A young Arbroath housewife, Mrs. Mary McKelvie captivated the assembly in an 
appeal for more action on world poverty. With two other young people from 
Arbroath, James Clark and Thomas G. Mitchell, Mrs. McKelvie presented a peti- 
tion asking the assembly to appoint an advisory board in consultation with 
other relevant committees to investigate the possibility of the reorganization 
of the order of priorities of the finances of the church with a view to com- 
mitting more than its present contribution to overseas aid and to report its 
findings to the next General Assembly. 


The petition, which was accepted by the assembly in full, also asked for a 
committee to be set up to investigate and experiment with new ideas and new 
ways of teaching because the present methods of educating church members in 
the facts and reasons of world poverty and: also in the relevance of Christian- 
ity to politics had failed. The final request of the petitioners was 
that, as an act of sacrificial giving, members of the church be asked to donate 
one day's pay on St. Andrew's Day, Sunday November 30. 


The assembly agreed that a delegation be sent to the Government to press for 
an increase, as a priority, in the amount of aid given to developing countries. 


Earlier the assembly debated modern methods of war. Pacifist contributors 
asked the assembly to condemn the use of all weapons, but were defeated. The 
assembly agreed to condemn the use of all forms of chemical and biological 
weapons and urge the Government to promote in the United Nations, a non-pro- 
liferation treaty for such weapons as a first step towards their abolition. 


A warning that the Scots would not be "fobbed off" any longer in their wish 
for self-government was given by the Rev. E. George Balls, of Saltcoats, con- 
vener of the Church and Nation Committee who presented the committee's report. 
He said that there had been news that the Royal Commission on the Constitution 
was not likely to report before the next General Election. Had the committee 
known this before their report had been published, then their deliverance 
might have been "a little less welcoming". "The people of Scotland today mean 
business", he said. "They will not be fobbed off any longer by delays or eva- 
sions". The assembly agreed to the committee's deliverance which reaffirmed 
the need for an effective form of self-government in Scotland within the 
framework of the United Kingdom, welcoming the Royal Commission on the Con- 
stitution and urging the commission's conclusions for Scotland to be published 
within the next two years. 

EPS 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
will dedicate the ecumenical centre in Figueira da Foz, Portugal, on 
June 22, it was announced this week. 

EPS 
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POPE PAUL PRAYS 
AT ECUMENICAL CENTRE 


Geneva, June 10, (EPS) -- Pope Paul and leaders of the World Council of 
Churches today prayed together that God would gather them "into one 

flock" and teach them "to be truly sorry for the scandal of our divisions" 
in the Ecumenical Centre here during a one-hour visit to the Council's 
headquarters. He later spent a few moments in silent meditation in the 
chapel at the centre. 


Earlier in the day Pope Paul appealed for a new deal for the world's 
workers; for a "real international law of labour" to ensure greater 
justice in the world of labour. 


Addressing the golden jubilee session of the International Labour Organiza- 
tion (ILO), the Pope pleaded with the assembly: "Hear this cry of sorrow 
which still rises from suffering humanity." 


He added: "In this stormy hour of mankind's history, full of peril but 
also filled with hope, it is up to you, for the greater part, to build 
justice and thus to ensure peace." 


Pope Paul was invited to Geneva by the ILO to address the 50th anniversary 
of the organization which is the oldest specialized agency of the United 
Nations. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
told the Pope, in an address of welcome, his presence signified "the growth 
of the ecumenical movement" and proclaimed to the world that the movement 
was moving "towards the unity and renewal of Christ's Church". 


By your coming to the headquarters of the World Council, Dr. Blake said, 
"you remind the whole world of the rapidly developing joint efforts of 

the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches in the interest 
of justice and peace”. 


Churchmen from the many traditions of the Christian faith seated with 
diplomats and office secretaries in the mahogany-panelled conference hall 
heard Pope Paul say the Roman Catholic Church will not join the World 
Council of Churches in the near future. "In fraternal frankness we do 

not consider that the question of membership of the Catholic Church in 

the World Council of Churches is so mature that a positive answer could 

or should be given", the Pope said. "It contains serious theological and 
pastoral implications", and needs “profound study", he added. It "commits 
us to a way that honesty recognizes will be long and difficult". 


In his seven-minute address Dr. Blake said the Ecumenical Centre where 
different churches have offices was "both a reminder of the divisions in 

the Christian community and a sign of growing fellowship". "This fellow- 
ship is not primarily based on the efforts of men but seeks to be a 

response of the churches to the action of the Holy Spirit", Dr. Blake said. 
"Tt does not seek unity at the expense of truth but it attempts through 

the mutual enrichments of our living traditions to fulfil our common calling 
of witness to the Gospel in our days and service to all men", he added. 


(more) 
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The American-born general.secretary described the ecumenical. fellowship 
s. "being .together.in.one spirit" which "through mutual encouragement 
and mutual ..correction".paved the way for unity. 


Dr. Blake said the ecumenical movement is flawed by human complacency 
and has encountered opposition but "moves on because it is inspired by 
God's own liberating Spirit". "Even our crosses", he added, "become 
signs of hope." 


Tracing the growth of the ecumenical movement the Council's general secre- 
tary said the Second Vatican Council not only “stimulated an amazing 
renewal of the Roman Catholic Church but also transformed the spirit 

of its relationships to all other Christian churches". 


Pope Paul who wore a white cassock and skull cap told the crowded’ con- 
ference hall "the World Council of Churches is a marvellous movement of 
Christtang, of ‘children of God who are scattered abroad'". “Our coming 
here", the jo i continued is the "dawn of a day to come and yet awaited 
for centuries" 


"There are plans to find the possibilities of a common Christian approach 
to the'phenomenon of unbelief, to the tensions between the genérations 
and ‘to relations with non-Christian religions", the Pope said. 


He recalled the nature of the papal ministry interpreting the name Peter 
as pastor and fisherman. He described it as “a ministry of communion" 
that did not exclude "collaboration, fellowship and ultimately, the 
recomposition of unity". 


The Pope saw his coming to the Council's headquarters as "a clear sign of 

the Christian fellowship which already exists between all the baptized, 

and thus between the member churches of the World Council and the 
Catholic Church". 


But he regretted the "present communion between the churches and commun- 
ities" was "imperfect". However, he believed God was "leading and in- 
spiring" the churches. 


The Pope said the relationships between the Roman Catholic Church pe 
the World Council, begun by the late Cardinal Bea had "proved to be 
fruitful" in spite of the very different nature of the Council and the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


In looking at the ecumenical tasks ahead Pope Paul said their develop- 
ment "supposes that at the local level the Christian people are prepared 
for dialogue — for peed ¥ collaboration" 


Mr. M.M. Thomas, a layman from Bangalore, India, and chairman of the 
Council's policy-making Central Committee, conducted 15 minutes of common 
prayers during which Jan Cardinal Willebrands of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity, Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon and 
Miss Pauline Webb of London both vice-chairmen of the Central Committee 


took part. 
(more) 
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The Rev. Edmond Sauty, moderator of the ministers of the National Prot- 
estant Church of Geneva, told Pope Paul, after leaders of the Genevese 
churches were introduced to him, that Christians in this "Reformation 
City" hoped for "an ecumenical dialogue". Mr. Sauty said the Pope's 
presence was "an important milestone" on the road to unity. "We shall 
be compelled to examine together the problems which call for solution+" 


Earlier staff members of the Council and representatives of the world 
confessional families who work at the centre were introduced to Pope Paul. 
EPS 


DONOR GIVES 
CHEQUE FOR LEPROSY WORK 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Pope Paul presented a cheque for one hundred thousand 
U.S. dollars (£41,000) to the World Council of Churches today on behalf 
of an anonymous donor for leprosy work. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, received the cheque 
during a private meeting with the Pope in his office after 15 minutes of 
common prayer in the conference hall of the Ecumenical Centre here. 


Pope Paul was at the Ecumenical Centre during his 12-hour visit to 
Geneva to address the International Labour Organization on its 50th 
anniversary. 


The donor asked the Pope to present the cheque to the World Council in 
recognition of the Medical Mission Sisters joining their efforts with 
those of other faiths to help those suffering from leprosy. 


The donor hoped that the gift would "stimulate men of good will of other 
faiths" to make a joint effort in the relief of those afflicted with leprosy. 
EPS 


DR BLAKE AND POPE PAUL 
EXCHANGE GIFTS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Pope Paul presented a 16th century wooden statue of 

St. Paul to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches here today and received from Dr. Blake leather-bound 
copies of the reports from the four assemblies of the World Council. 


Pope Paul was at the Ecumenical Centre during his 12-hour visit to this 
ancient city made famous by the Reformation leader John Calvin. 
EPS 
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RHODESIAN, CHURCHES. OPPOSE 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION 


Salisbury, Phod ease, (EPS) -- Most of Rhodesia's Protestant churches joined 
the country's five Catholic bishops in calling on their members to reject 
Prime Minister Ian Smith's apartheid-leaning constitutional proposals. 


Rhodesians will vote on the proposals, which would make their country a 
republic, in a ‘referendum on June 20. 


’ The SU bette dune tundeh: which left out only the Afrikaner Dutch Re- 
formed Church, was issued in the form of a pamphlet asking church-goers 
whether, as Christians, they could vote "yes" for a constitution which 
would rob "the vast majority" of Rhodesians of all opportunity of expressing 
their opinion by democratic means. 


The proposals would "take away from the individual and’ from the judiciary 
basic rights and SALPaUAr dp and place absolute power in the hands of the 
government of the day". They would divide Africans and Europeans by re- 
placing ‘a common voters" roll with separate rolls and use the payment of 
“‘income tax as the assessment of right to representation in Parliament, the 
appeal charged. 


The pamphlet was DPF LCL Atty shared by the Methodist Chur ch, the United 
Methodist Church, the Anglican dioceses of Mashonaland, the Matabeleland 
Presbyterian Church of Mashonaland, the United Congregational Church, the 
United Church of Christ, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the African Metho- 
dist Church, the Christian Council of Rhodesia, the Salisbury and Bulawayo 
“Councils” of Churches and ‘the Bible Societies in Rhodesia. 


Rhodesia's five Roman Catholic bishops bitterly condemned Mr. Smith's 
latest constitutional proposals. 


In a pastoral message, which is expected to shock and anger many white — 
Rhodesians, they said the proposals were in many respects “completely 
contrary to Christian teaching". 


“The bishops déclared: "We ‘are fully aware of the seriousness of the step 
we take. We must reject the proposals and for the benefit of our own 
people and of all men of good will publicly condemn them." 


The pastoral message also said: "The spirit of justice and fraternal ~ 
charity which is’ at’ the heart of all our divine Lord's teaching finds no 
place in the document. 


‘The bishops’ said that” such a policy was "quite irreconcilable with God's 
law. In time to come it must have the most tragic consequences for the 
‘country as a whole", they added. 


"We cannot be silent when a moral issue of such extreme gravity is in 
“question. “The Church has the right to pass moral judgments even on matters 
touching’ the political order whenever personal basic rights or the salva 


tior ot aire — tate judgment riecedeary ” a" 
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The bishops described the proposals as "calculated to destroy every possi- 
bility of achieving the common good". 


They said, "No one should be deceived by them. They offer a superficial 
but completely illusory hope of security for the future, and can only 
breed hatred and violence. 


"Tf they should be implemented in a new Constitution, it will be extremely 
difficult for us effectively to counsel moderation to a people who have 
been so patient for so long png er discriminatory laws and are now presented 
with such extreme provocation.' 


EPS 
CHRISTIANS DISTURBED 
IN CENTRAL INDIA 
Bhopal, India, (EPS) -- Christians here are disturbed by the contents of 


the Madhya Pradesh "freedom of religion act and rules" which they claim is 
in conflict with the Indian Constitution (EPS No. 9). 


At a recent meeting at Ranchi, Roman Catholic bishops, representatives of 
the National Christian Council and other local leaders decided to fight 
the act to "the bitter end". 


The Madhya Pradesh Act which became law earlier this year makes it a crime 
for a person to convert or attempt to convert any person from one religion 
to another by the use of force or by the offer of any temptation in the 
form of a gift of material benefit. 


Section five of the act makes it compulsory for every conversion and bap- 
tism into the Christian faith to be reported to the District magistrate. 
In failing to report conversions and baptisms the minister is liable to 
both a fine and imprisonment. 


Large scale conversions taking place mostly among the Adivasis and persons 
belonging to other "backward classes" of the state were cited as reasons 
for the act. 


The church leaders in a joint statement questioned the "bona fides" of 
the legislation especially "compulsory information" to government on 
conversions and baptisms. 


The churches had earlier sent a protest letter to the government expressing 
their "moral disagreement with the implications of the act". They also 
sought legal advice on the possibility of challenging it in the High Court. 


A spokesman for the meeting said meanwhile laymen would be encouraged to 
undertake responsibility for "Food for Work" projects in the area. Indian 
ministers instead of missionaries are to be encouraged to perform the sacra- 
ment of baptism owing to the "biased climate" of the state government. 
The spokesman said the leaders were determined to maintain the "Christian 
identity" in educational and missionary work. 

EPS 
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VISSER 'T HOOFT PREACHES AT 
OLDHAM MEMORIAL SERVICE 


London, (EPS) -- St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, parish church 
of Britain's royal family, was the setting on June 3 of a memorial service 
for Joseph Houldsworth Oldham, one of the great stimulators of the ecu- 
menical movement. 


"I have no hesitation in saying that the ecumenical movement owes more 

to Joe Oldham than to any other of its pioneers", declared Dr. W.A. 

Visser 't Hooft, former general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
who gave the address. 


"He seemed to be the type of explorer who considers it to be his vocation 
to discover unknown territories and move on to other places once the new 
territory is opened up." 


"Oldham's lifework was not a succession of incoherent tasks but had a 
beautiful inner logic which arose from the fact that he was always trying 

to read the signs of the times. He was a futurologist seeking to discover 
what direction history is taking and passionately eager that the people of 
God should be ready for the new duties which the new occasions will bring 
them. His concern was with the moment when God gives men a new opportunity.” 


Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft stressed that as Oldham tried to read the signs of 

the times in Africa he became convinced that the main confrontation the 
Church had to prepare itself for was not with African religion or Islam but 
with the secularism that characterizes modern civilization. 


"He worked unceasingly", Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft went on, "to bring the various 
parts of the ecumenical movement together." It was very largely due to his 
efforts that the committee of 35 representatives of the different movements, 
under the chairmanship of William Temple, was able to produce the plan to 
form a World Council of Churches. It is easy to recognize Oldham's hand 

in the report of that committee. Without his tenacious and persistent 
effort the World Council would never have come into being. 


"There are not many Oldhams. There is only one Oldham inspired by the 
conviction that real life is meeting and commitment, and that it is in 
the life of Jesus Christ that meeting and commitment find their full 
meaning. I believe that in many ways he is still ahead of us and that we 
need his message badly." 

EPS 


RACIAL UNITY IN FLORIDA 


Lakeland, Florida, (EPS) -- Black and white United Methodist units in Florida 
are set to merge here this month, 


Coming together in the Florida Conference, are 304,000 white and 8,350 black 

members from. 700 congregations. Previously separate conferences existed 

along racial lines. This plan was abolished by the denomination last year. 
EPS 
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FORMAN CALLS STRIKE 
AT INTERCHURCH CENTRE 


New .York,. (EPS) -- James Forman, director of the National Black Economic . 
‘Development. ‘Conference (NBEDC) , led a one-day strike of black and Puerto . 
Rican. employees at. the Interchurch Centre here Monday, June 9, White 
employees were asked to show their support by joining in the strike. 


Its purpose, according, to Mr. Forman, was to show employee solidarity with 
the ‘NBEDC, unify. black. and Puerto Rican.,workers, and increase the bargain- 
ing. power, of the NBEDC in its.negotiations, for reparations. 


Pickets marched outside the two main entrances of the building. They were 
joined by.some,building employees, including some whites. Mr. Forman 
marched, for a time, and. held a sidewalk. press conference. He said_he was, 
satisfied with the results of the strike and thatvit was more.effective.. 
than anticipated. "It should be a warning to those who wield power in the 
churches", he said. .Estimates of the strike's effect. varied.widely. .:A 
spokesman. for the strike. leaders estimated that about 80;per cent of all 
employees. supported the strike, and about 90-95 per cent of the blacks and 
Puerto Ricans... 


Of. eal larger agencies, however, the National Council of Churches, end the 
United Presbyterian Church USA reported 50 per cent of their employees 
were working, and the United Methodist Church's board of missions reported 
80 per. cent working. The building cafeteria served more than 50 per .cent, 
19 md E83 usual, number of meals, About 2,200 people work in the building. 


Several agencies advised employees to search their own consciences, and | 
,,,said_ they would be, excused for,.the day if their personal beliefs were in,, 

_ support. of the strike. No loss of wages was involved. The call for the 
strike went out .June., 5, and on June 6 Mr. .Forman addressed a meeting in. the 
building to which. all black and Puerto, Rican employees. were invited. Whites 
were barred. 


The strike had the support of two outside organizations.- "People Against 
White Racism", a white organization with headquarters in Detroit, and the 
Interfaith, Citywide Coordinating Committee against Poverty, based in New. 
York, 


The picketing was under police. surveillance and remained peaceful. Some of 
those crossing the picket lines were called racist. 


EPS 
VISIT OF PATRIARCH MAXIMOS V 
TO WCC HEADQUARTERS 
>“ “@eneva,”° (EPS) =-Patriarch Maximos’V of Antioch, Alexandria’and Jerusalem 


of the Greek Catholic Church (Melkite) visited informally the headquarters 
_ of the World Council of Churches on June 9. He was received by the General 
“Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, and a number of his colleagues to whom 
he° under lined® the’ special role of the Melkite Church, which wih gg the 
Orthodox tradition within the Roman Catholic Church. ; 
EPS 
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ADDRESS TO POPE PAUL VI, 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS VISIT TO THE HEADQUARTERS 
OF ‘THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ON JUNE 10, 1969 


by 


Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, General Secretary 


Your Holiness, 


You are welcome in this house. The Orthodox, Evangelical and 
Anglican Churches, members of the World Council, have built it to 
begin to manifest their unity in Christ, working together here for 
the renewal of the life of their churches so that unity may be per- 
fected and fulfilled in Him. Our staff is chosen from many nations 
and many different confessional families. Also working here are 
the staffs of other ecumenical organizations. It is in their name 
and in the name of my colleagues of the World Council of Churches 


that I bid you welcome. 


It is of great significance that you come to us on the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of the International Labour Organization. This 
morning in your address to that organization you have given ex- 
pression to your personal commitment and that of the Roman Catholic 
Church to the humanization of labour, as you have done so eloquently 
before in your encyclical "Populorum Progressio".* By coming to 
this house on the same visit you remind the whole world of the 
rapidly developing joint efforts of the Roman Catholic Church and 
the World Council of Churches in the interest of justice and peace, 
being implemented by our joint secretariat, lodged in this centre. 
We are convinced that this common effort, in the study of the basic 
causes of hunger and poverty in our world and our commitment to the 
mobilization of the whole people of God towards a more responsible 
society will deepen and strengthen the efforts for peace of all men 
of good will. Your coming here is a sign of the re-dedication of 


all Christians to the affirmation of the prophet Isaiah which our 


(more) 


* "Populorum Progressio", para.28 
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Lord used as a description of his own ministry: "to bring good 
tidings to the afflicted; to bind up the broken hearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 


those who are bound". (Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:18) 


Your visit here further signifies the growth of the ecumenical 
movement, through which Christ is gathering his Church in our 
century. This house itself is both a reminder of the divisions 

in the Christian community and a sign of growing fellowship among 
the churches. This fellowship is not primarily based on the efforts 
of men but seeks to be a response of the churches to the action of 
the Holy Spirit. It does not seek unity at the expense of truth 
but it attempts through the mutual enrichments of our living tradi- 
tions to fulfil our common calling of witness to the Gospel in our 


days and service to all men. 


We are bold to describe our fellowship with a word used by that 
great and sainted teacher of the East, Basil the Great, "Sympnoia", 
"being together in one spirit". This may sound almost presumptuous 
in the light of our failures to overcome our differences, to heal 
our divisions or even fully to understand the truth of the Gospel. 
Yet our experience of the presence of Christ in new and unexpected 
ways has brought us together in one spirit. Here, through mutual 
encouragement and mutual correction, we are finding new ways of 


living under his Lordship. 


This common life also gives us courage for the future. Our 
churches go through critical times but our faith and our hope are 
in the Spirit who does not leave us alone but leads us on into 

his freedom. The ecumenical movement does not go forward easily; 
it has encountered opposition and is flawed by human complacency, 
but it moves on because it is inspired by God's own liberating 
Spirit. Even our crosses become signs of hope in which God himself 


is working out his purposes. 
(more) 
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Another sign of the growth of the ecumenical movement came with 
the Second Vatican Council. That extraordinary gathering of the 
Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church called by your beloved pre- 
decessor and so ably concluded by yourself, not only stimulated 
an amazing renewal of the Roman Catholic Church but also trans- 
formed the spirit of its relationships to all other Christian 
churches. Four years ago, even before the Second Vatican Council 
was concluded, our common commitment to the one ecumenical move- 
ment was symbolized by a visit to the centre of the late Cardinal 
Bea, who was such a faithful witness to the unity of the Church. 
Following immediately after the approval and promulgation of the 
decree "De Oecumenismo" the visit of Cardinal Bea marked the 
beginning of our common search for a new expression of the unity 
of the ecumenical movement, as we respond to the same Holy Spirit. 
So began the Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church 
and the World Council of Churches which continues under the same 


Spirit to develop and structure our mutual relationships. 


Your visit here today is significant in that it proclaims to the 
whole Church and the whole world that the ecumenical movement 
flows on ever wider, ever deeper towards the unity and renewal 
of Christ's Church as he wills it. As later we sing and pray 
together, let our common prayer to the Father be that all his 
faithful servants become more responsive and obedient to the 


leading of the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
EPS 
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ALLOCUTION OF HIS HOLINESS POPE PAUL VI 
IN RESPONSE TO THE WELCOMING ADDRESS 
OF DR. EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 
JUNE 10, 1969 


Mr. General Secretary, Brothers in Christ, 


We deeply appreciate your welcoming words, and thank God for this opportun- 
ity to pay a fraternal Christian visit to the centre of the World Council 
of Churches. Is not the World Council a marvellous movement of Christians, 
of "children of God who are scattered abroad" (John 11:52) who are now 
searching for a recomposition in unity? Is not the meaning of Our coming 
here, at the threshold of your house, found in that joyous obedience to an 
unseen impulse which, by the merciful command of Christ, makes Our ministry 
and mission what it is? Truly a blessed encounter, a prophetic moment, 


dawn of a day to come and yet awaited for centuries! 


We are here among you. Our name is Peter. Scripture tells us which meaning 
Christ has willed to attribute to this name, what duties he lays upon Us: 
the responsibilities of the apostle and his successors. But permit Us to 
recall other titles which the Lord wishes to give to Peter in order to 
signify other charisma. Peter is fisher of men, Peter is shepherd. In 
what concerns Our person, We are convinced that without merit on Our part, 
the Lord has given Us a ministry of communion. This charism has been given 
to Us not indeed to isolate Us from you or to exclude among us understanding, 
collaboration, fellowship and ultimately, the recomposition of unity, but 
to allow Us to carry out the command and the gift of love in truth and 
humility (cf. Ephesians 4:15; John 13:14). And the name Paul which We 
have assumed sufficiently points out the orientation which We have wanted 


to give to Our apostolic ministry. 


You have placed the visit this afternoon in the historical context of our 
relations. We also see in this gesture a clear sign of the Christian 
fellowship which already exists between all the baptized, and thus between 
the member Churches of the World Council and the Catholic Church. The 
present communion between the Christian Churches and Communities is regret~ 


fully only imperfect; but, as we all believe, the Father of Mercies, 


(more) 
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in his Spirit, is leading and inspiring us. He is guiding all Christians 
in the search for the fullness of that unity which Christ wills for his 
one and only Church, in order that it may better reflect the ineffable 
union of the Father and the Son and fulfil its mission in the world of 


which Jesus is the Lord: "In order that the world may believe" (John 17:21) 


This supreme desire of Christ, and the deep need of men who believe in 
him and have been redeemed by him, keep Our spirit in a constant tension 
of humility, of regret for the present divisions among the followers of 
Christ; of a hope-filled desire for the restoration of unity among all 
Christians; of prayer and reflection on the mystery of the Church which 
is committed, for its sake and that of the world, to give witness to the 
revelation made by God the Father, through the Son and in the Holy Spirit. 
You may understand how at this moment this tension reaches a high degree 


of emotion in Us, but far from troubling Us, it rather makes Our con- 


science clearer than ever. 


You have also referred to the visit to this same centre, in February 1965, 
of the beloved Cardinal Bea, and to the setting up of a joint working 
group. Since the creation of this group, We have followed its work with 
interest, and We wish to express, without hesitation, Our profound 
appreciation for the development of these relations between the World 
Council and the Catholic Church, two bodies indeed very different in 


nature, but whose collaboration has proved to be fruitful. 


In common accord with Our Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 
competent Catholics have been invited to participate in your activities 

in various ways. The theological reflection on the unity of the Church, 
the search for a better understanding of Christian worship, the deep 
formation of the laity, the consciousness of our common responsibilities 
and the coordination of our efforts for social and economic development 
and for peace among the nations - these are some examples of areas where 
this cooperation has taken shape. There are plans also to find the 
possibilities of a common Christian approach to the phenomenon of unbelief, 
to the tensions between the generations, and to relations with the non- 


Christian religions. 


These realizations witness Our desire to see the present undertakings 
develop according to our future possibilities in men and in resources. 


(more) 


No. 21 - 12th June, 1969 14 


Such development supposes that at the local level the Christian people 
are prepared for dialogue and for ecumenical collaboration. Is it not 
for this that in the Catholic Church, the promotion of the ecumenical 
effort has been confided to the Bishops for their diligent promotion 

and prudent guidance (cf. Decree on Ecumenism, n.4), according to the 
norms set down by the Vatican Council and given precision in the Ecu- 


menical Directory? 


ne 


Our primary concern, of course, is more the quality of this manifold co- — 
operation than the mere multiplication of activities. "There can be no 
ecumenism worthy of the name without interior conversion. For it is from 
newness of attitudes of mind (cf. Ephesians 4:23), from self-denial and 
unstinted love, that desires of unity take their rise and develop in a 
mature way" (Decree on Ecumenism, n.7). Fidelity to Christ and to his : 
word, humility before the workings of his Spirit in us, service to one 
another and to all men - these virtues will give Christian quality to our 
reflection and work. Only then will collaboration among all Christians 
vividly express that union which already exists among them and set in 


clearer relief the features of Christ the Servant (of ibid., Nasels 


Because of this growing cooperation in so many areas of common concern, 
the question is sometimes asked: Should the Catholic Church become a 
member of the World Council? What can We answer at this moment? In 
fraternal frankness, We do not consider that the question of the member~ — 
ship of the Catholic Church in the World Council is so mature that a ; 
positive answer could or should be given. The question still remains | 
an hypothesis. It contains serious theological and pastoral implications. 
It thus requires profound study and commits us to a way that honesty 
recognizes could be long and difficult. But this does not prevent Us 
from assuring you of Our great respect and deep affection. The determina” 
tion which animates Us and the principle which guides Us will always be © 
the search, filled with hope and pastoral realism, for the unity willed © 


by Christ. | 


Mr. General Secretary, We pray to the Lord that we may move forward in 
our effort to fulfil together our common calling to the glory of the one 


(more) 
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God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May we conclude with the very words 


of Jesus, which will be Our prayer: 


"That they all may be one, 

even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 

that they also may be in us, 

so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
The glory which thou hast given me I have given to then, 
that they may be one even as we are one, 

I in them and thou in me, 

that they may become perfectly one, 

so that the world may know that thou hast sent me 
and hast loved them even as thou hast loved me... 

I made known to them thy name, 

and I will make it known, 

that the love with which thou hast loved me 

may be in them, and I in them." 


(John 1/7221-23, 26) 
EPS 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE , (Photos are available from the WCC, Film/Photo,... 
eeStestssssese= Section, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva, at a 
handling charge of $1.25; 10/+; 9 S.Fr./DM’5.-:) 


Opposite: 


(493) Common Prayer at the Ecumenical Centre during the visit 
of Pope Paul on June 10. 


'Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity; Pope Paul; 

Dr., Eugene: Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches} Mr.0oM.\M.°Thomas} ¢hairman of the 

Central Committee of the’ WCC; Miss’ Pauline M. Webb and 
Metropolitan /Meliton of Chalcedon, vice-chairmen of the 
Central: Committee. 3 


Back Pages 


V Bef 


(494) Pope Paul arrives :at the Ecumenical Centre. 


Lto R: Mr. M.M. Thomas, chairman of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches; Pope Paul; Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council. 


(495) Pope Paul greets members of the Press on his arrival 
at the Ecumenical Centre while Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches looks on. 


(496) Pope Paul addressing a packed conference hall at the 
Ecumenical Centre. On his left is Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


(497) Pope Paul presented a 16th century wooden statue of 
St. Paul to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the re that 
World Council of Churches. 


L to R: Mr. M.M. Thomas, chairman of the Central Committee; 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary; 


Pope Paul; Jan Cardinal Willebrands, president of onesty 


the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


(498) Pope Paul signs the visitors’ book in the office of 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, World Council of Churches' general 
secretary, while Dr. Blake looks on, at the Ecumenical Centre. 


(499) Pope Paul speaking with representatives of the world con- 
fessional families during his visit to the Ecumenical Centre. 


(500) Pope Paul addressing representatives of the Genevese and 


Swiss churches at the Ecumenical Centre during his visit to Geneva. 
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CHURCHES INTERESTED 
IN SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Geneva, June 17, (EPS) -- The struggle for social justice will only 
advance when people transcend their narrow fields of vision, Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches told 
the International Labour Organisation's 50th anniversary conference here 
today. 


Realistic solutions to social and economic issues required more than 
goodwill, research and rational discussion, the American born general 
secretary said. "A new awareness of the problem of evil and the 
limitations of man in determining his own future" was needed today, he 
added. 


Dr. Blake recalled that the ILO at its founding 50 years ago drew 
strength from many Christian thinkers. "For many churches the early 
decades of this century were a moment of great awakening to the 
realities of modern industrial society. Part of their search for 
Christian unity found expression in a desire to witness together to 
economic and social justice," Dr. Blake said. 


Dr. Blake said the Churches are interested in collaborating "in your 
present and future". But he asked, "How might the ILO best advance the 
work of social justice today?" The world-churchman said the work of 
reconsiliation and the search for realistic solutions to the problems 
of social justice are the two dimensions of the ILO's work that stand 
out. 


The ILO, Dr. Blake said was able to show to the world that through 
research and "frank confrontation" the spirit of industrial warfare, in 
the early decades of this century, could be overcome. But he questioned 
whether the ILO was really structured to meet the demands of the late 
sixties. It is possible he said that the ILO's approach is "outdated in 
view of the new forms of social conflict we face". Dr. Blake said the 
critical problems today were the needs of the unorganised workers and 
consumers who are manipulated by modern advertising. 


Creative action was needed in facing these problems Dr. Blake said and 
this may involve "new encounters between the value systems of many 
traditions), 


Dr. Blake reproved the ILO for only inviting Christian clergymen to speak 
at the golden jubilee conference. Said the World Council's general 
secretary, "The day must soon come when representatives of other 
religions and cultures will offer you their views on the nature and 
destiny of man. Blake said this was necessary because all religions 
do not think alike and therefore "we must find new ways of learning from 
each other", 

EPS 
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CHRISTIAN ENTHUSIASM - THE THIRD 
WORLD'S WAY OF COMMUNICATING? 


Mexico Citys (EPS) -- The churches can build a forum, where the "forbidden 
questions", the taboo problems of the Mexican society, are honestly dis- 
cussed, Dr. Walter J. Hollenweger, Secretary for Evangelism in the World 
Council of Churches, said at a recent eon ip br eiocbelaasi here. 


One of the practical applications of this, the Swiss historian said, was’ the 
decision of some workers in Guarnevaca to discuss with the management the 
social implications of the mass. The workers and management discussed: "If 
we are considered equal human beings around the Lord's tity aps shouldn’ t 
~ it be the same around the conference table?" ©’ 


"Another possibility of building up the awareness of poor people’ 3 eta 
can be observed within the Mexican Pentecostal churches", Dr. Hollenweger 
said. The Pentecostalists number about one million and constitute 50% of’ 
Mexican Protestantism. These churches, most of them entirely independent 
from foreign resources, entirely Mexican in liturgy ‘and leadership, offer 
possibilities of social and intellectual growth within the context of a 

non-literary society. Even with very poor schooling, "every member ‘of’ the 
church has a responsibility", the WCC executive added.” i O28 TESA 


The Mexican Pentecostal churches' relationship with the wider ecumenical 
“fellowship is only beginning, Dr. Hollenweger said’. ‘A dialogue’ on ‘The 
Authority of the Bible" between main-line Protestant ‘and’ Jesuit ‘scholars’ 
and Pentecostal preachers in the Ecumenical Study Centre of Mexico’ proved 
to be such a hopeful beginning. 


Detailed information on ecumenical conferences with Pentecostals, on ‘the un- 
expected proliferation of Pentecostal manifestations in Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran, Presbyterian and Anglican churches in the USA and Europe and on 
the rapid growth of Pentecostalism in some countries of Latin America and 
Africa, but also in Russia and Italy, is contained in Hollenweger's recent 
book Enthusiastisches Christentum, Zurich and Wupperthal | pn Paper 

this month. An English edition is planned. 9 


The author was for 10 years a Pentecostal minister. He was *trained at the 
universities of Basle and Zurich, where “he completed his studies ‘and 
“published a ten-volume Handbook"on Pentecostalism. “The research ‘was ‘done 
in close contact with Pentecostal leaders around the world. Yet this did 
not hinder him from using critical scholarship in interpreting this newly 
resurging type of Christianity, which not only gives a biblical articula= 
tion to the suffering of the under-privileged but creates also a Christian 
hope for them. This might evolve into shaping a genuine poor people's 
theology, a post-literary liturgy, a non-bourgeois social and political 
programme. This is, according to Hollenweger, a possibility of the “Pente- 
costal movement . 


Another ‘more likely JodeiBFLte} is’ fats the movement to’ iSduge bégebss to: 
the main~line churches, adopting a fundamentalist theology and a written 
liturgy.” ‘But whatever might ‘be the ‘future of *Pentecostalism,*Hol lenweger 
is of thé “opinion that its questions, ‘not necessarily its answers; are™ 
important for all who are in search of A Church, for. Others" +556) 
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AMERICAN MINISTER 
SECONDED TO JOINT COMMITTEE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Lawrence McMaster, an executive officer of the Board 
of National Missions of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA has been 
seconded to the Joint Committee on Society, Development and Peace of the 
Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches, it was announced 
here this week. 


Dr. McMaster who will arrive here on July 1 for a six-month stay will advise 
SODEPAX on the use of the mass media for education in promoting world justice, 
development and peace. 


The United Presbyterian clergyman was asked last year by the National. Council 
of Churches in the USA to establish and direct a national communications 
system for the churches. He was for five years executive director of the 
United Presbyterian Church's division of radio and television. 


A frequent lecturer at colleges and universities he has also been host and 
narrator of the National Council of Churches/CBS television programme "Look 
up and Live". 


Born in Pittsburgh, he received his B.A. degree from Muskingum College, New 
Concord in 1951 and a B.D. in 1954 from Princeton Theological College... In 
1963. Alma College awarded him an honorary D.D. degree. 


Dr. McMaster is married with a family of four and lives in Cedar Grove, New 
Jersey. 
EPS 


DR. A. DALE FIERS NOMINATED 
FOR FULL TERM 


St. Louis, Missouri, (EPS) -- Dr. A. Dale Fiers, general minister and presi- 
dent of the 1.5 million-member Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), was 
nominated for the first full six-year term in the office created last year. 


The church's 250-member General Board, meeting here last week in annual 
session, nominated Dr. Fiers by acclamation to a full term in the chief 
executive post. 


Election of the general minister and president takes place at the General 
Assembly of the church in Seattle, Washington, August 15-20. 


The office of general minister and president came into being last autumn 
with adoption by the Disciples of Christ of a major restructuring. 


Dr. Fiers had been executive secretary of the International Convention of 
Christian Churches prior to dissolution of that body when the general office 
of the Christian Church was set up. 

EPS 
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LAND DISPUTE 
STILL NOT SETTLED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Officials of the Lutheran World Federation reached a 
decision in connexion with a land dispute with the State of Israel, at 
a meeting here last week. 


A spokesman for the Federation said the decision had been forwarded to 
the Israeli Government but he did not elaborate. 


The dispute between the Federation and the Israeli Government arose last 
December when an Israeli construction crew moved onto property on the 
Mount of Olives and made test borings for apparent construction work. 


Later, some unused buildings were torn down by Israeli bulldozers, but 
no other activity has taken place on the property since the LWF officials 
and Israeli authorities went into discussion concerning the Israeli 
intentions for use of the land. 


EPS 
CHURCHES DISCUSS 
EUROPEAN SECURITY 
Geneva, (EPS) -- European security was discussed by a study group. of the 


Conference of European Churches (CEC) here last week under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Peter Kirk a conservative member of the British 
parliament. 


Various aspects of the proposed European summit conference were studied 
by the Conference's study group which was set-up a year ago together with 
the Christian Peace Conference. 


The structural consequences such a conference might have for European 
security were also discussed. A sectional report of the Fifth Assembly 
of the CEC meeting in Portschach, Austria, in October 1967 proposed a 
summit conference of the heads of European states. Earlier this year 
the Warsaw Pact countries suggested a similar summit conference to study 
European security. 


A CEC consultation on "The Ministry of the Churches in Europe for Peace 
and International Reconciliation" will take the question up in November 
when it meets in Gwatt, Switzerland. 


A spokesman for the Conference said the study section will meet in 
September to prepare material for the consultation and discuss detailed 
recommendations about the problems of European security. 

EPS 
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CUBAN CHURCHMEN BACK UPUSA ASSEMBLY'S 
ANTI-BLOCKADE RESOLUTION 


Havana, (EPS) -- Churchmen in Cuba have cabled officers of the General 
Assembly, United Presbyterian Church USA, to support the Assembly's reso- 
lution requesting the American government to recognize the Republic of 
Cuba and to lift the blockade. 


Dr. Rafael Cepeda, chairman, and Dr. Adolfo Ham, executive secretary, of 
the Cuban Council of Churches said in a joint cable to Dr. John Coventry 
Smith, Moderator of the UPUSA: "We are grateful for resolution, General 
Assembly, on Cuba. We believe it will bring new development". 


The Rev. Fernandez Ceballos, chairman of the Cuban Council of Churches' 
Finance Committee, cabled Dr. Smith: "Back resolution General Assembly to 
cease blockade and renewal diplomatic relations. We are proud Presbyterian 
heritage". 


Another cable to Dr. Smith was sent by Lois C. Kroehler, one of the few 
Presbyterian missionaries from the USA still in Cuba, and said: "Radio 
today brought news of Assembly's approval of inter-American report asking 
for recognition of Cuban government and lifting of economic blockade. 

Accept my congratulations, solidarity, and gratitude for this hopeful sign". 


A cable to Dr. William Thompson, Stated Clerk (chief executive) of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, UPUSA, was sent by the Rev. Francisco Norniella, Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Reformed Church of Cuba, and said: "We are pleased to hear 
radio report of Assembly's action asking for recognition of Cuban govern- 
ment and lifting of economic blockade. Our congratulations." 


The blockade was imposed by President Kennedyin October 1962 in consequence 
of identification by American planes of ballisticmissiles on the island of 
Cuba imported from the Soviet Union. 


EPS 
LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY 
"ON" IN BRAZIL 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Officers of the Lutheran World Federation reaffirmed 


acceptance of an invitation from the Evangelical Church of Lutheran 
Confession in Brazil to hold the 1970 Fifth Assembly of the Federation 
in Porto Alegre, at a meeting here last week. 


Though the invitation was accepted initially 18 months ago, the 
assembly site has been under reconsideration since the military 
takeover of the Brazilian government last December. 

EPS 
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ANGLICANS IN USA 
ELECT FIRST BLACK BISHOP 


Boston, (EPS) -- The Rt. Rev. John Ms Burgess was elected the first black 


diocesan bishop in the history of the Episcopal Church in the United States 
at a special election of the Massachusetts diocese last Saturday. 


Bishop Burgess, who had been suffragan bishop of Massachusetts since 1962, 
led the balloting throughout and was elected on the fifth ballot. 


He received 130 clergy votes, needing a majority of 114 for election, and 
221 laity votes, needing 219. 


He is expected to be installed next autumn and take over as diocesan bishop 
at the end of 1970 when Bishop Anson Phelps Stokes retires. 


Bishop Burgess will take over a diocese that was one of the first created 
in the United States and is currently the sixth largest with 125,000 members. 
It covers the eastern half of Massachusetts. 


EPS 
ANGLICANS FAIL TO 
MERGE COLLEGES 
Bristol, (EPS) -- Plans to merge two Anglican theological colleges, have 


collapsed because of "personality differences" and failure to agree on the 
form of training. The decision to abandon the scheme, which comes after 
nine months' growing tension, means that a rare opportunity has been lost 
to revise and redirect ordinands' training in an entirely new setting. 


The proposed merger of Tyndale Hall and Clifton Theological College, Bristol, 
England, was first announced in October 1968 (EPS No. 39). The college 
councils proudly claimed that it would lead to greater effectiveness in 
training and economy in adminstration. 


“It was the first such plan to be produced following the Bunsen Report which 
recommended that the number of Anglican residential theological colleges 
should be reduced from 25 to 14 within 10 years. 


The college councils have reaffirmed in a joint statement that the decision 
to merge was a right one. However, "in the light of opposition, we feel 
we are prevented from proceeding further". 


Troubles came to a head last week when the Bible Churchmen's Missionary 
Society, which has the final word over the future of Tyndale Hall, laid 

down two firm conditions for giving its necessary support. These were that 
all the present staff appointments for the united college should be re- 
examined, "that none be excluded from consideration", and that greater 
weight should be given “to the primacy of theology”. 


At this point the merger collapsed, and with it something of a vision faded 
for many associated with clergy training within the Church of England. 
EPS 
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CANADIAN CHURCHES URGED 
TO GIVE MORE TO POVERTY 


Montreal, Ontario, (EPS) -- Canada's Christian congregations have been urged 
to earmark 3 to 5 per cent of their annual income for a concerted war on 
poverty at home and abroad. 


If started next year this would be an investment of about $ 10 million annu- 
ally in people and self-help projects and "would also put our money where our 
mouth is" when advocating that Canada allot one per cent of its gross national 
product to international aid,a committee said here. 


The 26-page report of the committee, issued in booklet form, was a direct 
result of a national conference of 500 delegates from 12 denominations and 
several voluntary organizations held here May 30 last year. It was convened 
by the Canadian Council of Churches (CCC) and the Canadian Catholic Confe- 
rence. 


Theme of that 1968 conference was: "Christian Conscience and Poverty". It 
called on Canadian Christians to make deep and rapid changes in their ways 
of thinking and living in view of the widening gap between rich and poor. 


In November, leaders of the 12 sponsoring churches met in Toronto, and agreed 
that a committee of eight should draw up a "practical strategy of unified 
action". 


The committee also recommended a review by all denominations of their re- 
sources and priorities, and a serious questioning of conscience at inter- 
church or denominational institutes during the autumn and winter of 1969-70. 


The 12 denominations involved are the Disciples of Christ, Greek Orthodox, 
Lutheran Council in Canada, Mennonite Central Committee (Canada), Roman 
Catholic, Anglican, Baptist Federation of Canada, Pentecostal Assemblies 
of Canada, Presbyterian Church in Canada, Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers), Salvation Army and the United Church of Canada. 


EPS 
THE RENT - 
ONE RED ROSE 
Manheim, Pa. (EPS) -- Zion Lutheran church here has paid its annual 


rent to heirs of the donor of the church property. 


The "rent," one red rose in the month of June, forever -- was presented 
to Henry M. Witman, of Reading, at the annual Festival of the Red Rose. 


Baron Henry William Stiegel, famous glassmaker, and his wife Elizabeth 
donated the land on which the church was built in 1772. Since that time 
the rent has been paid annually to a Stiegel descendant. 


The rental agreement is written into the ancient deed for the church 
land. 


EPS 
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WHITE STUDENTS ARRESTED 
IN BLACK AREA 


Pretoria, (EPS) -- Ten white students of the Student Christian Movement 
(SCM) were arrested at Trufloop in Northern Transvaal for having joined 
in a religious service with African students, according to reports 
reaching here. 


The students who were arrested on June lst will have to pay a fine of 
£14 sterling or appear before the High Court for having entered a 
"Bantu area” without permission. 


Students at university colleges reserved for Africans are not permitted 
to join the Student Christian Movement. The students at Trufloop had 
recently organised a demonstration demanding the right to belon to the 
Movement. 

EPS 


BLACK MANIFESTO 


New York, (EPS) -- The president of the National Baptist Convention in 
the U.S.A., Inc., has described the Black Manifesto of James Forman as 


a "totalitarian message" and compared it to the Communist Manifesto of 
1848. . 


Dr. J.H. Jackson, head of the nation's largest Negro religious body, 
told delegates to the Church convention here recently that the 
denomination would neither share in, nor contribute to, the fund which 
the National Black Economic Development Conference is seeking to raise 
through demands for "reparations" from white churches and synagogues. 


"We are not committed to the overthrow of the present system," the 
churchman. said. He held the Black Manifesto was "a message for the 
destruction of the United States of America." 

"Some white churches will get a sense of moral and spiritual superiority," 
Dr. Jackson said, "by making contributions under this manifesto and yet 
many of these white churches wonlt even sit down with the leaders of the 
Negro church." 


White people, he said, are making a “hero” out of Mr. Forman, adding 
that the Manifesto leader will turn around and make a fool of them. 


What is needed today, Dr. Jackson said, is greater moral strength in the 
life of the nation. Negro churches, he added, have "the same assets" as 
the white churches in the moral and spiritual realm. 

EPS 


No. 22 - 19th June, 1969 ; 10 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FUND 
DETAILS PLANS 


West Berlin,. (EPS) .--.The 20-member Christian. Literature Fund Committee, 
meeting in West Berlin recently took action on some 30 proposals. for 
literature development. in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Latin America 
and Oceania, involving nearly $500,000 in grants and allocations. 


The CLF. Committee concentrated on cooperative planning. for literature 
development; training of writers, publishers and distributors; new. 
publishing ventures; further expansion of distribution facilities. 

Their decisions included major grants for new bookstores and wholesaling 
developments. in Ranchi and Hyderabad, India, and Santiago, Chile. 
Improvement of. a press. in Tanzania and scholarships for. Zambia and the 
Philippines were among the grants which, though minor in money terms, 
are capable of wide-reaching influence. 


Planning work forwarded by CLF action included: 


- a consultation in the Pacific which will plan for the wider use of 
literature and other media; 


- acooperative planning conference asked for by, churches in the Near 
» East; 


~ a meeting of Christian literature distributors in Chinese-speaking 
areas. 
New publishing ventures to be assisted by CLF grants are: 


- books for adult functional education in Spanish for some Latin 
American countries; 


- books in two Indian languages of Bolivia, Aymara and Quechua; 


children's books for the South Pacific; 


- publishing capital for Cameroun, Africa; Madras, India; Cuttack, 
India; Beirut, Lebanon; 


~ a controlled-circulation magazine for pastors and. laymen in southern 
_ Latin America. 


One of the most important actions during the meeting was the presentation 
of the first contribution of $1,090 towards the Fund from Japan. This 
gift was brought by Mr Shiro Aoyama on behalf of Japan's Christian 
Literature Societies. . Mr Aoyama is a director of the new Japan Christian 
Literature Distribution Centre. 


In its four years of existence the CLF has now considered more than 200 
requests for assistance towards growth in the production and use of 
Christian literature around the world. The Committee has taken action 
on some 140 of these requests, and has made grants or allocations 
totalling nearly $2,000,000. 

EPS 
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THE BRENTWOOD SURVEY 


Brentwood, (EPS) -- Priests of the Roman Catholic diocese here are not 
satisfied with the way bishops are appointed. They want a bishop with 
a progressive outlook. 


These are the main findings of a survey conducted among the priests of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Brentwood - which covers the County of 
Essex and part of the Greater London area. 


The Rt. Rev. Bernard Patrick Wall recently retired as Bishop of 
Brentwood, and a successor will be chosen within the next few months. 
With the Bishop's permission, the Council of Clergy - the official 
representative body of the diocesan priests - voted in favour of a survey 
among the clergy of the diocese to discover the qualities the priests 
expect in a new bishop. Bishop Wall himself wished to remain apart from 
the survey, and stipulated that the questionnaire should not invite 
nominations for a successor to his post. 


The main purpose of the survey was to enable priests to speak their minds 
as to the kind of man they wanted as their next bishop. They want a 
bishop who has spent a considerable time in parish work. He should not 
have spent too much time in academic work, and outstanding intellectual 
ability was not thought very important. 


64%. want a relatively progressive bishop. Only 5% would like a relatively 
conservative bishop. This is significant: the clergy are generally held 
to. be middle-of-the-road or conservative. 


This progressive attitude appears throughout the report. Priests want a 
bishop to speed up liturgical reform, and to make more rapid progress 
towards Christian Unity. And, they think, he must see lay-people as 
partners with him in the work of the Church. 


67% think that women must have a greater share in this work than they do 
at present. No priest voted for a bishop who holds modern youth to be 
rebellious or lacking in moral standards. On the contrary, 87% want him 
to be distinctly concerned with the problems and hopes of young people. 


A clear pattern emerges among the answers to an open question at the end. 
Brentwood priests want a bishop who is capable of knowing his priest. and 
people, and of being a real leader. 


EPS 
CHURCH SELLS 
DOW CHEMICAL STOCK 
Boston, (EPS) -- The Congregational Fund, an investment fund of the 


Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ, recently sold 
its Dow Chemical Co. stock which was valued at $131,475. 


The action stemmed from a motion which was presented on the floor of the 
conference's annual meeting in May in West Springfield which called for 
the fund to divest itself of 1,575 shares of Dow stock. 

EPS 
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DR. DOUGLASS, UCC LEADER, 
DIES AT 67 


New York, (EPS) -- Dr. Truman B. Douglas, staunch defender of minorities 
and unpopular causes in the establishment of the Protestant churches, 
leading Protestant spokesman of the place of religion in American culture 
and close friend of the World Council of Churches' Department of 
Communication, died in New York after a heart attack last month at the 
age of 67. 


Retired head of the United Church of Christ's Board for Homeland 
Ministries and former member of the Executive Council’ of the UCC, Dr. 
Douglass was one of the originators of the plan for union between the 
Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical Reformed Church. 
The two bodies united in 1957 to form the United Church of Christ. 


Dr. Douglass was also a member of the General Board of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, chairman of the Council's 
Department of Worship and the Arts and member of the board of managers 
of its Division of Home Missions. 


He had taken a firm stand against racism and in recent years repeatedly 
warned that the struggle for Human rights was in danger of being lost. 


From 1961 to 1968 Dr. Douglass served as member of the Working Committee 
of the World Council of Churches' Department’ of Information. Dr. Eugene 
L. Smith, executive secretary of the WCC's New York office, commented 
after his death that Dr. Douglass. “stayed young for almost seven decades". 


Dr. Douglass was often a controversial figure, urging the church to 
involve itself deeply in the modern world's social ills. He dared new 
forms of ministry and bitterly attacked the church. for supporting racial 
integration in words but doing little to break’ down segregation in its 
own ranks. 


Paying tribute to his long-time colleague, Dr. Ben Mohr Herbster, 
president of the United Church, called Dr. Douglass a "man who 
translated the meaning of the Christian Gospel into actions that 
relieved the distress of the poor, made our cities better places to 
live, and made racial justice and human dignity terms tobe reckoned 
with". 


Memorial services were held at New York's Judson church on June 1 and at 


Union Theological Seminary on June 8. 
EPS 


RHODESIA BANS MARTIN LUTHER KING'S WORKS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Rhodesian Board of Censorship has prohibited Martin 
Luther King's best seller "Strength to Love” according to the French news 
agency, AFP. 


EPS 
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ATHENA ATHANASSIOU 


by Tatjana Athanasiadis 


"I just move around a lot ‘and travel all over ‘the place" was Mrs. Athena 
Athanassiou's joking reply, whén I asked her what ‘her duties were as 
President of the World Young Women's ‘Christian Association. She was 
elected in Melbourne in 1967 and is the first Orthodox ‘to be President 
of the Association. She is proud that "very few international 
organisations work so intensively and so successfully for the 
development of women". 


Mrs. Athanassiou's task is undoubtedly facilitated by her charm and her 
open-mindedness, and by the indispensable fact that she had already 
ten years' experience in YWCA work. After finishing her studies she 
became a full-time voluntary worker in the XEN Movement, as the YWCA in 
Greece is called. She was President of XEN for ten years, and has also 
for many years been connected with the work of the World YWCA. She 
attended the meetings of the World YWCA Council in Mexico in 1959 and 
in Denmark in 1963, and was a member of its Executive for four years 
before being elected President. 


Mrs. Athanassiou still likes to speak about the work of XEN. Although 
it is adapted to the situation in Greece, it has parallels in 70 other 
countries in the world. There are now fifteen XEN Centres in Athens and 
Saloniki, and in other Greek towns. Some Centres are ultra modern, 
others more modest. The work has many aspects, but everywhere the main 
stress is laid on vocational training and on "permanent" education. 
Young Greek girls, and others not so young, who want to continue their 
education can attend classes in history, languages and music at these 
centres, or study political economy or psychology. Many of the nurses 
and social welfare workers who are working today in public hospitals or 
in the Greek civil service were trained at the XEN School of Social 
Studies. Other students become librarians or industrial tailors. 


In Greece as in other Orthodox countries the work of the XEN Movement 
already has forty years’ tradition behind it. On the other hand the work 
among young women who wish to emigrate overseas or to Western Europe is 
comparatively new. Preparatory courses are arranged, to help them to 
adapt themselves to the new environment. 


XEN is also trying to help another group of people to become integrated, 
namely the Greek immigrants from Turkey, and also a small group of about 
100 Greeks from the Soviet Union who have returned to Greece but have 
often forgotten the Greek language. XEN is organising language-courses 
for them and puts them in touch with indigenous women and girls with 
similar interests. 
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Mrs. Athanassiou is just as enthusiastic about this work today as she 
was when she began it. She feels it to be an enrichment "that I do not 
have to deal with machines and things but always with people - with 
women of different traditions and race". "The work compels me to keep 
up to date in every way and therefore gives me the feeling of being fully 
alive," she added. 

EPS 


(Photos of Mrs. Athanassiou are available from the WCC Film/Photo 
Section, Department of Communication, 150 route de Ferney, 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 
10/-d; S.Fr./DM 5.-.) 
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CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS TO CO-SPONSOR ASIAN CONFERENCE ON DEVELOPMENT 


Bangkok, (EPS) -- Catholics and Protestants in Asia will cooperate in a 
major conference on development in Japan in July (16-26) 1970 it was 
announced this week. 


"Our goal for this conference, is to arouse Christian churches to a 
commitment to stimulate, plan and serve Christian witness and involvement 
in the promotion of development, justice and peace", a spokesman said. 
"Christians are called to be a leaven in the 'lump" of development, to 
penetrate this present historical process with the Kingdom of God", he 
added. 


The ecumenical Asian Conference on Development is to be co-sponsored by 
the East Asia Christian Conference and SODEPAX (joint committee on Society, 
Development and Peace of the World Council of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church). 


The tentative programme arrangements for the conference call for main 
addresses dealing with the urgencies and problems of Asian Development in 
its economic, political, religious and cultural aspects; Christian perspec- 
tive on development; structures and strategies for development; and 
education for development. 


Workshops planned would further deal with issues inherent in the situations 
and concrete possibilities in Asia and in relation to particular national 
situations, 


- development education and communication 


- direct development efforts in Urban, Industrial, rural and agricultural 
areas 


- international cooperation and self reliance 
- christian understanding of and concern for development 
- structures and strategies for development (power and change) 


- human development - personal and cultural values, factors in attitude 
of change; health and social services in society. 


The preparation of Asia Christian leaders with special attention to lay 
responsibility in various countries in Asia was seen to be of major 
importance. A strategy within the stages of preparation to ensure maximum 
understanding and a readiness for action was adopted. 


"The Conference is a major first step in Protestant-Catholic relationships 
in Asia and it is hoped to be a break-through for the Christian churches 
into the societies in which they live in this area of service and 
development," according to U Kyaw Than, General Secretary of the East 
Asia Christian Conference. 

EPS 
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LATIN AMERICAN EVANGELICALS 
ASK WORLD COUNCIL TO INTERVENE 


Bogota, (EPS) -- Conservative. evangelists of Colombia's Evangelical 
Confederation have requested Dr..Eugene Carson Blake general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches to intervene in persuading Pope Paul to 
abrogate the 1887.Concordat. between. Colombia and the Vatican, it. was 
announced here, 


The evangelicals who have written to Pope Paul have also asked that the 
1953 Treaty,on.Missions between the Vatican and. Colombia. be revoked... . 


In a 1,000 word letter the evangelicals, told the Pope they "place all 
their hopes in Your modern spirit of, ecumenism"... They told Pope Paul 
"the circumstances leading to the implementation of these two covenants 
no longer obtain" and “must. be.revoked"., 


The-1887.Concordat.declared that. Roman Catholicism, was the official 
religion of Colombia, and. that,,it.was.an)essential,element,,of. the social 
order» to be, protected by the public authorities. 


The Treaty of.Missions granted Roman Catholic Missions special. authority 
in the so called missionary territories which form.a large part. of 
Colombia. The treaty is due to expire in 1978. 


The letter to Pope Paul signed by Rev..Josue, Salazar Ortiz, President: of 
the Confederation, and four, other. officials,.said.it was unjust. for 
Colombians to be. governed. by the articles. of. two "obsolete documents" 
that. undermine. the. broad ecumenical. foundations of the Church". 


The evangelicals, have told Pope Paul) that while; neither the Concordat..and 
the Treaty on Missions were ratified by Congress within the prescribed 
time-limit legislation should be passed to abrogate them. They have also 
requested: Pope. Paul, to invoke article 53 of the Constitution of) Colombia 
that guarantees freedom of conscience and religious persuasion... The. same 
article» gives permission, to the, Government. and. the Holy See to negotiate, | 
covenants subject. to the! approval, of the nation's Congress. 


Ini Geneva,» a spokesman for the World Council, said»the general, secretary 
had received a letter from the Confederation of: Evangelical) Churches in 
Colombia and that it was now being studied. 

. EPS 


50 YEARS SERVICE 


Berne, (EPS) --| This month women-theologians in Switzerland. looked. back 

on 50 years' work in the official service of the church..» There are 36,. 

women-theologians with full-time posts in the parishes of 14 Cantons. 
EPS 
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THE RESPONSIBILITY 
IN POLITICAL ACTION 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Economic, social and political action is absolutely 
necessary for a Christian, Professor André Philip, President of the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), said during 
a sermon preached in the Cathedral of St. Peter, here, on Thursday 
evening, the 19th June to mark the 50th anniversary of the International 
Labour Organisation. 


Addressing a sparse congregation, Professor Philip maintained that 
Christians must primarily reach people because "the witness is much more 
important than the effects" and "the essential part of this activity is 
always to prepare and organise dialogue". 


Recalling the words of St. John that the Christian is in the world but 
not of the world, Professor André Philip said the Christian should never 
accept a sacralisation of nature. He does not bow before a natural law, 
nor before a natural right, nor before a natural system of ethics the 
former French Government minister said. The free man never bends before 
reality, he yields neither to custom nor to fashion nor to the wind of 
history. Through him it is the Holy Spirit who manifests Himself, both 
in judgment and in action. 


New problems are arising in the ILO he said. Today, confronted by the 
developing countries, "it is no longer a matter of talking about assistance 
or aid, but of bringing to birth an international right to development 

and of preparing a global strategy, with a view to a general expansion 

in which every people should take up its own financial and technological 
possibilities". He added, "Development is primarily the realisation by 
every man of what he is able to be and of what he can create." 


In the world which will be born as the result of the radical transformation 
of the social structures and of the great upheaval in the balance of 
international forces, the Christian "ought to support the group which 
includes the most unhappy people, whilst remaining free to change camp at 
any moment - just like justice, which Simone Weill defined as ‘the eternal 
fugitive from the conquerors’ camp’... Only a personal inner life allows 
one to remain, at the same time profoundly alone in reflection and totally 
involved in action", he added. 


What this new world needs, said Professor André Philip, is "an endless 
discovery, a response to God's ceaseless challenge to us throughout 
history - 'Cain, what are you doing to your brother?'" 


The Service was organised by the World Council of Churches and was 
conducted by Dr. Elfan Rees, Director of the Churches Commission for 
International Affairs. 

EPS 
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SUPPORT FOR WCC PROJECT LIST 
TO BE PROBED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A study is to be made of the projects included in the 
World Council of Churches' Project List over the last seven to 10 years 
and an analysis made of the support they have obtained. 


This is the outcome of a meeting at the Ecumenical Centre here June 18-19 
of the combined Projects and Refugee Sub-Committees of the Division of 

Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service (DICARWS) in which represen- 
tatives of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism (DWME) took part. 


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss project policy and procedures 
from every aspect. 


The recommendation authorizing the new study calls for the results to be 
analysed into functional types of projects in each area, for example, 
inter-church aid, agriculture, medical work, education, and so on. 


"This analysis," the recommendation says, "will make quite clear what kinds 
of requests are being initiated and the extent and shape of the flow of 
resources in response. There should be in future an annual report to the 
Divisional Committees of DICARWS and DWME, indicating the analysis on the 
same pattern of the previous year's work through the Project List. 


"When it is clear what kinds of work are actually being achieved through 
the listing, the Divisional Committees should consider to what extent the 
goals agreed in successive Assemblies of the World Council are being served. 
These include the effective response of the churches everywhere to acute 
human needs and the strengthening of the ecumenical fellowship of the 
churches in their service and witness.'', the recommendation said. 


The meeting also proposed that the two Divisional Committees, separately 
or together, after full joint staff discussion, should discuss the 
implications of the total, and the shape, of the flow of money so that: 


1. the attention of the churches can be drawn to the implications of 
any obvious imbalances and of particular types of request that are 
being neglected in the response; 


2. the totals of askings for listed projects can be brought into 
closer approximation to the funds expected to become available on 
the basis of the previous year's experience; and 


3. certain general criteria can be defined for governing the operation 
of the Project List, as well as some statements of priority which 
are likely to vary in the different areas and regions. 


"Obviously," the statement adds, "this whole process will have to be 
carried out in fullest consultation with the project committees of national 
and regional councils". 
EPS 
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ANGLICAN PRIESTS 
SHOCK BISHOPS 


London, (EPS) -- Anglican priests have shocked their bishops by only 
giving a 63% yes to the service of reconciliation and the first stage of 
union with British Methodists. In a nation-wide referendum the clergy 
voted 9,635 in favour of the union; 5,621 against. There were 243 
abstentions. 


While the result of the referendum has no legislative effect it provides 
the most important straw vote on the issue and will undoubtedly have an 
effect on the voting of the Convocations of Canterbury and York on 

Tuesday July 8 when they say "yes" or "no" to union with the Methodists. 


The opposition to the service, with its so-called deliberate ambiguity 
over ordination of ministers from a non-episcopal church, was well known, 
but the size of the opposition has surprised many. 


Being so large, it could wreck the scheme and put back union for a 
generation. That is putting it at its highest; at the lowest, it cannot 
fail to embarrass those leading architects of union in the Church of 
England who have made it plain that they cannot visualize going forward 
if it means leaving a large body of the clergy behind. 


The Bishop of London, Dr. Stopford, Anglican chairman of the Unity 
Commission, whose support for the scheme has been complete, made it plain 
that he, for one, could not envisage a unity that did not have the clergy's 
overwhelming support. 


In his own diocese 454 answered "No" to the question whether they would 
take part in the service; 430 replied "Yes"; 13 abstained. 


Two other dioceses had more clergy against participation. In Peterborough 
147 voted against and 118 in favour, with nine abstentions; and’ in Truro 
118 answered "No" and 108 "Yes", with one abstention. 


In Chelmsford, Exeter, and Oxford more than 200 clergy in each diocese 
answered "No". In 22 other dioceses more than 100 did so. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Ramsey, declined to comment on the 
ground that he might influence the convocations. He will intervene in 
the discussion on July 8. 


The Rev. R.P. Johnson, president of that leading Evangelical body, the 
Islington Clerical Association, said he could not. see how. those who had 
the responsibility for decision could now vote for the scheme. For the 
good of the church they must look again, especially as the House of Laity 
had asked for a new scheme. 


The Bishop of Willesden, the Right Rev. Graham Leonard, leader of the 
"Catholic" opposition to the scheme, said his immediate reaction was that 
the figures gave no mandate to go forward, especially with the vote of 
the House of Laity. 


(more) 
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"It would seem to me that if it was proposed to press on in the light of 
this present vote it would mean that those who are in favour are interested 
more in realignment than in unity." 


If the convocations were to press on and vote it through now their moral 
authority would be questioned. Bishop Leonard did not believe they should 


relapse and do nothing. "They should go forward to conversations at every 
level," he said. 


| 
However, there has been a tendency to lose sight of the fact that every 
major vote on the issue has been favourable. Both convocations and the 
Methodist conference have to decide how far the rights of minorities, 
however substantial, are justified in stultifying the wishes of a 
majority. 
EPS 


DICARWS. APPEALS FOR $200,000 TO SHELTER 
1,000 UPROOTED FAMILIES IN SYRIA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service (DICARWS) has made a special appeal for 
$200,000 for a shelter project for displaced persons in Syria. The 
proposed project will be carried out in cooperation with the Syrian 
government. 


DICARWS now reports that "Syria has about 8,000 families still living in 
tents in the.Dera's area and Damascus. Of these, 3,000 families are 
Palestinian refugees from.1948 and 5,000 families are Syrians displaced 
from Kuneitra and the Golan Heights in the 1967 conflict". 


"These families are all in tents which have greatly deteriorated and must 
be repaired or replaced before winter." 


Earlier, DICARWS helped in a joint project with the Syrian government 

that provided 2,000 families with shelter. The government is now planning 
to house the 5,000 Syrian families displaced from Kuneitra and the Golan 
Heights in an agricultural setting as part of a new development programme. 
A new irrigation dam is being built and will be completed by December. 
Sixty acres of land have been acquired on which the new, low-cost houses 
will be built together with a water system, roads, schools, clinic,. and 


a mosque. 


The special appeal for $200,000 reports that the $2,000,000 asked for in 
1967 was fully subscribed by the end. of last year. For 1969 the Division 
appealed for $700,000, of which only $45,000 has still to be raised, to 
finance a programme for refugees in the Middle East that combines both 
on-going and emergency work. This 1969 appeal did not include work in 


Syria. 


As with the earlier housing project in Syria, the new venture will be 
carried out by, local contractors under specific agreement with field staff 
of DICARWS who will. supervise the work... Money will be paid to the local 


contractors against completed work. 
EPS 
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PROGRESS IN UNDERSTANDING 


Lisbon, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, said here last Saturday the movement towards an 
understanding between Christian Churches had made more progress during 
the last six months than ever before. 


Dr. Blake said important features of such a movement were Pope Paul's 
recent visit to Geneva and his own visit to the Vatican last January. 


Dr. Blake was speaking at a press conference on the eve of the inauguration 
of the first Ecumenical Centre for reconciliation in this overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic country. 


The Centre, at Figueira da Foz, north Portugal, aims at promoting the 
ecumenical movement. 


After the inauguration of the Centre Dr. Blake took part in the first 
"ecumenical encounter" along with bishop Luis Pereira of the Portuguese 
Evangelical Church, the Rev. Albert Aspen of the Evangelical Methodist 
Church and other church leaders. The Roman Catholic bishop of Coimbra, 
Dom Francisco Robeiro also attended the encounter. 


EPS 
NEW ASSOCIATION 
REALISTIC STEP-BLAKE 
Geneva, (EPS) -- The general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, said the formation of the Association of 
Evangelical Churches in East Germany was a “realistic step". 


Dr. Blake was commenting on the new Association that came into being on 
June 10 following a break-up in the all-German EKD last month. He 
expressed hope that the Association "would enable the Churches in East 
Germany to fulfil better the tasks with which they are confronted". 


The first synod of the Association will be held in Potsdam in September 
(10-15) following an order signed at a conference of the Protestant Boards 
in East Germany after approval by the eight church synods in the DDR. 


The new Synod will have 60 members. Ten members will represent church 
boards while the other 50 will be elected by the eight member synods. 


Meanwhile the West German press has reported that the synod of the church 
of Berlin-Brandenburg will make a feasibility study on the formation of 
a West German Church association. 

EPS 


OLD CATHOLICS TO DEVELOP ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Synod of the Old Catholic Church will develop 
ecumenical relations with Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches, 
it was announced here. 

EPS 
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BULTMANN RECEIVES 
WEST GERMAN AWARD 


Berlin, (EPS) -- Dr. Rudolf Karl Bultmann, 84, the noted scholar whose 
cry for "demythologization" radically affected the course of modern 
theology, has been elected to the West German order, Pour le Merite for 
Arts and Sciences. 


This. order was founded in 1842 by King Friedrich Wilhelm IV of Prussia as 
the "peace category" of the military order Pour le Merite founded. by 
Friedrich II in the previous, century. 


Its membership, restricted to 30 Germans and 30 foreigners, is bestowed 
for academic, literary and, scientific accomplishments. Dr. Bultmann 
replaces another philosopher-theologian in the order, the late Romano 
Guardini. 

EPS 


IRISH PRESIDENT NOMINATED 


Dublin, Irish Republic, (EPS) -- A former missionary and leader in the 
ecumenical movement in Guyana was nominated as President-designate of the 
Methodist Church in Ireland at the annual conference here. 


The Rev. James Davison who served as a Methodist Missionary in the 
Caribbean and Guyana for 30 years was nominated on a vote by the 
Conference to succeed the Rev. George Good as President of the Church in 
July 1970. 


Mr. Davison while in Guyana was chairman of the Methodist Church and 
directed the displaced persons relief work in the early sixties for the 
Christian Council of Guyana. He was also a founding member of the 
Evangelical Council of Churches in Guyana. 


He is at present the minister of the Aughnacloy circuit in Northern 


Ireland. 
EPS 


BISHOP SADIQ TO RETIRE 


Nagpur, India, (EPS) -- The Bishop of the Anglican diocese here Rt. Rev. 
John Sadiq will retire in April next year according to a letter sent by 
him to his Diocesan Council. 


Bishop Sadiq who will be 60 years of age next year has been Bishop of 
Nagpur for 124 years. It is understood he will take a part-time appoint- 
ment on missionary training at the Selly Oak group of colleges in 
Birmingham, England. 

EPS 
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CHURCH CALIkS FOR TALKS 
ON MIXED MARRIAGES 


Brussels, (EPS) -- The Reformed Church of Belgium has suggested to the 
Vatican that discussions on mixed marriages should take place "to discover 
and establish the necessary conditions for reciprocal recognition of all 
marriages performed in the respective churches..." 


The Church, holding its 116th synod at the Polytechnic University of Mons, 
also called for dialogue with the Vatican following changes in the Roman 
Catholic Church since second Vatican Council. 


The Reformed Church of Belgium was formerly known as the Belgian Christian 
Missionary Church. It is a member of the World Council of Churches. 


Meanwhile Dr. Andre J. Pieters, 45, was elected the first President of the 
Protestant Church in Belgium when the new church was formed on Sunday last. 


Dr. Pieters is a Professor at the Methodist Seminary here and inspector of 
religious studies in government schools. 


The church is a merger between the Evangelical Church of Belgium and the 
Belgium Methodist Church. 


EPS 
A.C.C. NAMES NEW 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
Sydney, (EPS) -- The Australian Ecumenical mission executive was this week 


named General Secretary of the Australian Council of Churches. 


He is the Rev. Frank G. Engel, a Presbyterian minister, of Roseville, 
Sydney, N.S.W. Mr. Engel has been associate general secretary of the 
Council and secretary of its Division of Mission since 1965. 


The appointment was announced by the Council's Executive Committee. 


The retiring General Secretary is Mr. Val Brown, an Anglican layman and 
Christian Education leader. 


Mr. Engel will take office from September 1. He has served in ecumenical 
positions in Australia since 1962. He is a former General Secretary of 
the Australian Student Christian Movement and East Asia secretary of the 
World Student Christian Federation. 


From 1961 to last year he was a member of the policy-making Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


He is a vice chairman of Australian Frontier, has travelled extensively 
throughout the world and has provided leadership in ecumenical affairs at 
local, national, Asian and world levels. 

EPS 
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STANDING COMMITTEE 
FOR ALEXANDRIA COUNCIL 


Alexandria, (EPS) -- The Council of Churches here has formed a standing 
committee which will operate until October next year, the Council's 
president Bishop Chinchinian announced this week. 


The standing committee will have twenty members: three each from the 
Roman Catholic, Coptic’ Orthodox, Greek Orthodox, and Evangelical Churches. 
The Armenian Orthodox will have two representatives and there will be one 
each from the Greek Catholics, Maronites, Armenian Catholics, Coptic 
Catholics, Syrian Catholics and the Church of England. 


The Council of Churches here was founded in 1958. 


EPS 
INDEPENDENT CHURCHES 
TO BE EXAMINED 
Kinshasa, Congo, (EPS) -- A commission to examine the problems of 


independent churches in the Congo is to be established here following a 
resolution at the recent meeting of the national executive committee of 
the Protestant Council in the Congo. 


The commission will also seek to enter into "fraternal dialogue" with the 
leaders of the independent churches and put them in touch with the 
community from which they originated. 


Pastor Paul Elonda told the national executive that the rise of the 
independent churches in the Congo was due to "preaching not being adapted 
to the present realities in the Congo and to Christian living". 


Pastor John Bokeleale, general secretary of the Council in his report to 
the committee said the conflicts between Missions and Churches in the 
Congo were scandalous and shocked those "who are striving for peace and 
national unity". 

EPS 


TWO ECUMENICAL COUNCILS 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Prague, (EPS) -- The churches in Slovakia have decided in view of the 
federalization of Czechoslovakia to contemplate the formation of a Slovak 
Ecumenical Council. The preparations for forming the council are to be 
completed this month after a special sub-committee has drawn up a proposed 


constitution. 


It is understood an Ecumenical Council for Bohemia and Moravia will also 
be formed later. It is not yet clear in what way the two councils will 


be connected. 
EPS 
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STUDENTS URGE REFORMS 
IN JAPANESE COLLEGE 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- A call by nine graduating students of Japan Lutheran 
Theological College for urgent steps to reform both the educational 
institution and the parent Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church has received 
positive response. 


The college president, Dr. Chitose Kishi, and seven professors made a 
public statement which said they "agree with the basic intention" of the 
students' declaration. 


The nine students earlier had refused to take a "clergy examination" and 
issued their criticism in a written document. The examination, they said, 
is part of a system which needs drastic revision. Six other students took 
the test. 


In addition to the declaration, five of the nine students produced a 
special paper on the history of the Lutheran church in Japan as part of 
their graduation thesis. This study accented the relation between secular 
history and. church history and declared that the church was "opportunistic' 
during World War II military rule. 


Among the main points in the declaration of the students was a statement 
opposing the "clergy-centred" structure of the church which they said is 
weakening the laity. 


Citing the “challenge of present society to the church and the critical 
situation prevailing today," the students called for revision of the 
present church constitution and formulation of a new confessional 
expression of faith. 


Also urged was effort to establish "deeper mutual trust and rapport" 
between the church and theological institution. 


The Lutheran college, like other colleges and universities throughout 
Japan, has been the scene of considerable unrest in the recent school 
year. At one point students remained away from classes in a demonstration 
for more participation in administrative affairs. 


Earlier this year, Dr. Kishi commented on the student situation in a 
report to the Japan Lutheran Committee for Cooperative Mission which met 
in connection with annual sessions of the Lutheran World Federation 
Commission on World Mission. He cited the spread of student unrest and 
added: 


"We are thankful that most of our students have not forgotten, even in 
the midst of this atmosphere, that they are Christian men preparing for 
the ministry of the church... there have been many good results coming 
out of these student movements." 


The college has some 60 students, including 21 ministerial candidates. 
There are 10 theological professors and several part-time teachers. 
EPS 
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Special Feature 


THE, SHIP IN THE TEMPEST 


By Claudette Marquet 
WCC Staff Writer 


"The WCC is suffering from the vague and fluctuating nature of its struc- 
tures of faith and organisation. Thanks to the impetus of a movement, it 
has managed to survive - but not without a latent crisis", writes Abbé 
René Laurentin in Le Figaro (12th June, 1969) commenting on the conse- 
quences of the Pope's visit to Geneva and to the WCC. 


This World Council of Churches which has "managed to survive" will be 21 
years old in August; it has thus reached the age of maturity. Theoretically 
it now possesses rights and obligations: the right to free itself from the 
tutelage of its "parents" - the ecumenical, "pioneers" who created it and 

who have guided it to maturity, the movements which preceded it from which 
it was formed, the theologians and the theologies which have moulded its 
thinking. ._ At the same time it has obligations: it must endeavour to 

answer, the purpose for which it exists, namely Christian unity, and must 
shoulder the full responsibility involved in effecting that unity. 


If one accepts the opinion of Abbé Laurentin, it would seem that the 
World Council is. perhaps not. adequately prepared to assume these rights 
and responsibilities. It has “survived - but not without a latent crisis". 


Since there really is a crisis let us see to what extent the World Council 
is ready to take its own,destiny in, hand. 


It. undoubtedly possesses a heavy heritage - many sons of famous fathers, 
most of them white, Western and Protestant. With some difficulty it has 
succeeded in drawing in coloured and, Orthodox Christians, But in spite 
of its sincere efforts many people still regard it as typically Anglo- 
Saxon, Protestant. and rich. 


In exoneration it must. be recalled that the World Council: was brought up 

on somewhat rigid principles. During its childhood its horizon was limited 
to a theology which was not merely Western but "orthodox" with a small o. 

It was a long time before it discovered the diversity of other ways of 
thought and other theologies and tried to allow them to express themselves - 
in spite of protests from some members of the family. 


As the World Council grew up, it became aware of the criticisms levelled 
against it. -It was criticised for not having made greater efforts to 
promote unity between all the members of its family, and the younger 
members complained that its "structures" paralysed its further progress. 


Do not let us accuse it for not having taken up the challenge, to use a 
phrase that is much in vogue at present. Who could deny that the work of 
the many different committees has been fruitful in promoting joint 


(more) 
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theological study, organising joint Christian action on behalf of the 
poor and under-privileged, and promoting justice and peace? And has not 
a committee on Structure been set up in order to make the WCC look less 
institutional, thus enabling it to adapt itself to new situations? 


Yes, but the WCC is not sufficiently bold, reply certain critics. In 
their view the WCC has become "an institution for dialogue", a place 
where the Churches, who cannot reach agreement, salve their consciences 
by dumping upon it those thankless tasks that they will not or perhaps 
cannot face because that would demand courage, humility, and a re- 
examination of what seemed to be their firmest traditions. 


These criticisms are not entirely unjustified. This young World Council, 
now 21 years old, has no power over its 234 "members"; it is not even 
their head — which is a good thing, reply the theologians. 


A good thing from the theological standpoint undoubtedly, and that must . 
not be forgotten. But could not the World Council - so much younger 
than the venerable Christian Churches - be the leaven of protest within 
Christendom? Could it not breathe a new spirit into the thinking and 
into the dormant hearts of many Christians? Could it take the lead in 
the struggle taking place all over the world to create a better world? 


I hear the protests of those who do not think that this is the World 
Council's task, who maintain that the WCC is only a "fellowship" of 
Churches, and that it is so difficult for ecumenism to penetrate into 
the local congregations that it would be dangerous to accentuate the 
differences between them. 


Are these arguments irrefutable? As everyone knows, the ship of the 
Church is navigating today in stormy seas. The effect of these tempests 
cannot be predicted but it is ominous. The ship is in grave danger, not 
only because Christians may no longer be taken seriously, but because 
they may have nothing to say to the world. 


Patience, prudence, respect for tradition - these virtues are presents 

in the Churches. Why should the World Council practise these virtues to 
the 234th degree? Instead of helping to preserve the past, including the 
best in the past, should not the WCC commit itself resolutely to suppor- 
ting a certain revolution within the Church? 


The French Protestant philosopher, Paul Ricoeur, has written: "There are 
some 'transgressions' which are creative, by being destructive." Perhaps 
that is the possibility which presents itself to the World Council on the 
eve of its maturity. It is not easy to liberate oneself from family ties, 
to leave the beaten tracks and blaze a new trail. But the WCC cannot 
rest content with having achieved what was revolutionary 50 years ago 

(the Faith and Order movement, Life and Work or the International 
Missionary Council). : 


Without «claiming to be the salt of the earth the World Council might 
become the salt of its member Churches - provided that it does not lose 
its savour. 

EPS 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
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In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the index provides 
a cross-reference in two categories. 


These are: - I - geographical and organizational; 
II - substance 


Po 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and stories are 
listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in which each 
appeared. In some instances stories are listed under more than one of the sub- 
divisions of each category. 'In Brief" items are not listed. 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Continents and Regions 
Countries 

Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Roman Catholic Church 
World Confessional Bodies 


World Council of Churches 
CATEGORY II: SUBSTANCE 


Anti-Semitism 
Assemblies and Rallies 
Atheism 
Brotherhoods and Communities 

_ Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes - 
Church Buildings and Architecture 
Church Discipline 
Church-State Relations (see also Religious Liberty) 
Church Union Negotiations 
Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 
Confessionalism 
Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 
Economic Development 
Education (general, Christian) 


Ethics (personal, professional, social) 
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Evangelism 
Family Life 
Festivals and Anniversaries 
General (Photo Oikoumene) 
Information (press, broadcasting, film, photography) 
Inter-church Aid (see also Refugees) 
Inter-confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges = 
Inter-faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
International Affairs, War and Peace 
Laity 
Literature and Publications 
Liturgy and Forms of Worship 
Marxism 
Ministry 
Mission 
Mixed Marriages 
Non-Christian Religions 
Orthodox Churches 
Personalities 
Personal Liberty, Morality 
Race Relations 
Refugees, Migrants and Relief 
Religious Liberty 
Renewal 
_ Repentance Actions and Reconciliation 
Sacraments 
Social, Political and Legal Problems, and Christian Action 
Social Service 
Statistics 
Syncretism 
Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Women and Children on 


Youth and. Students 
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CATEGORY I: Georgraphical and organizational 


Continents and Regions 


AFRICA 
One million shilling drive to finance African meeting . .... +... 
New quarters for Africa's broadcast training centre .....-+.«- 
Maes NCW ICO°S1d TepresS1Omi0 f At Oe Sl eg eel eel et ody uli alanis 
United Church unit backs African liberation movements ....... > 
North African churches aid national development .......-e.e- 
Smeean MGthodists startin’ MiSSion) 11 POLSWANA -..0s% 5) velie\ les etcesin ee 
AACC seminar considers African refugee problems . .....-.+ «ees 
Bueoce. officer to speak -at AACG “aesembly iat Beh, SB92 129, FRVLEPAOVL I, 2; 


ASIA 
Beugunancs, secretary. for cintersfaiti’-digtonue Gf eos oo TUpo; GRMN, 
aeological education gets boost in South-East Asia . . ... e's « « 
Catholics, Protestants to co-sponsor Asian conference on development. 


EUROPE 
Boropeanechurches ‘will study diaccnal' ministryo?. S68) AP 0S, See 
Methodists form European youth work commission ......-.-s-ee-e 
European working group defines four areas for church service .... 
European church council may meet in Slovakia, Dr. Williams reports . 
European security is concern of Prague Peace Conference ...... . 
First development education consultation in Western Europe ..... 
Officers of European conference will hold meeting in Spain ..... 
European Lutheran-Reformed conversations held .......+ +e eee 


Madrid meeting cements relations between Europe's Protestants, Orthodox, 


Catholics oe Fb. twp Va te te: Set eee epee, BEM a ee te: eet PMOL MS MBAR 
European committee to encourage migrants to organize ......e..e-. 
Hungarian church invites other Reformed bodies to consultation ... 
Pwureches. discuss,.European,securkty/. Soe, tien, Ate OLE I, | She 


LATIN AMERICA 
Regional group for Americas formed by Bible Societies ........ 
Latin American Methodists form regional council . . ..... . © «4 
Pn eoit ive’ namedse sh.) seb thay al isin eee et ene Pehiettare ts) Sabet Lee) te 
Pope gives $1 million loan for Latin American development ...... 


MIDDLE EAST 
Christians condemn Mideast violence . . . . 2. 6 «© © ee ee we we ee 
NCC leaders urge refugees' return, fair treatment for Jews ..... 
Support for new Saigon coalition advocated in church study ..... 
WCC general secretary will visit Middle East . . . «eee ee eee 


Special Article: "Twelve Days in the Middle East" by Tatiana Athanasiadis. 
Common Bible in Arabic approved by new inter-confessional group ...... 


French Christians urge Mideast settlement . . . 2.4. «s+ «© se ee ee 
Dr. Blake completes first stage of Mideast tour... .. +... ee. 
Dr. Blake discusses refugee problems with King Hussein and UN envoy . 
Tour of Jordanian camp shows refugees' bitterness . .... +s ee-e 
Dr. Blake visits Jerusalem, last stop on MGRGRSCEDTIGEYE. & 6 a. 8 « 
Detained Arab priest visited by bishop . . 2... 2. es ee ee eee 
Middle East situation "not hopeful", Dr. Blake says . ... +++. 


EPS Index/January-June, 1969 


MIDDLE EAST (continued) 


Churchmen, confer on Middle East .°. 2 . «c's « = ws © «9s «6 « es 4 
President Nixon. meets,WCC peneral secretary fsa ie) etee yee es) a ee 
DICARWS calls for more funds to aid Nigeria/Biafra relief ....... 
Near East refugee ministry to be assessed at consultation ....... 
Priest. released sin: lseraG@h es ya see as ae a ee et ee 


NORTH AMERICA 
Regional group for Americas formed by Bible Societies ........-s. 
Khoren” f visits North America. s.ie ste hee et eat eaten aes ie. cunetr otra arn aramee 
Armenian churches hold common doctrine, Khoren I stresses . ....ee-. 


PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 
Pacific theological college dedicatesichapel jf) 2k. Wauaphe cal segatt i) aus 


WEST INDIES 
West Indian churches aided in ecumenical development. .......«+s-. 


Countries 


ALGERIA 
Joint CCSA/RC specialized team studies development projects in Algeria. 


ANGOLA 
Ministry to,Angolan refugees prows “s. = «6s 6, e cere cet eet ae ane 
Number’ of missionaries In “Angola drastically che... os steer vee eee 


AUSTRALIA : 
Australian/New Zealand churchmen give development priority ...... 
Study of Australia's contribution to human development set ...... 
Australian Anglicans strengthen ties with Philippine church ...... 
Australia dialogue finds “startling unanimity”. .. |. ..)). \. . \« %» Wanaueeee 
Australian churches want Aboriginals to control reserves .....-«. 
Lay participation in ordaining clergy agreed by Australian Methodists . 
Methodist conference calis.for repeal) of sactiysses. Eeyesjusttiel <onetes bay aeeenee 
ACC. ‘names: new general secretary |) wigs: + << de.ls (elas) 6 tiie) tetas 


BELGIUM 
Church calls for, talks on mixed:marriacesiy areal. gclbellsoieteee vier acdee 


BRAZIL 
LWF officers hold to Brazil assembly plate |. 9) «7+ «0s cet eee ee 
Correction to "LWF officers hold to Brazil assembly plans" (No. 3)... 
WCC consultation suggests priorities for Christian service in Brazil . 
German agency votes $425,000 for WCC project in Brazil .....e.-s 
Another Pentecostal church:to ‘apply for WCC membership.) 5% som wit. Jie 
Lutheran assembly "on", in Brazilsam et bbl tial Ait seieeeone. eee 


BULGARIA 

Bulgarzan Orthodox” adopt new Calendar «a 1 sec etieraan ett etts tt siree ements 

Special Articles “ihe: Churchés, in suleatia oo (1 leeeeeeemera et pieemn mene 
BURMA 3 

Morale of Burmese Christians is high, WCC staff member finds ..... 
CANADA 


Lutheran/Jewish ‘talks set ‘for UoSi gee ie a ee cet ee ee 
Canadian Lutherans oppose Vatican recognition . . ...-e+.-+-e«-e«-eee 


? e 
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CANADA (continued) 


"Declaration of Faith" produced by two Canadian churches .......-. 
Canadian Baptists renew interest in World Council . .......e.s«ee-e 
Canadian churches urged fo give MOTE th POVELL Ye. Ao) wn lel seuse poniesucbemseed ie -us 


CEYLON 

Co-operation on development stressed in Ceylon series . .....s-e eee 
CHILE 

Chile diocese asks co-operative projects with Protestants ........ 


CHINA 
mucecen,pisnop dies (hishop! Chey)! se 4 lae Ss Masia ees “ase caut on bales apbandles te Meluas 


COLOMBIA . 
Latin American evangelicals ask World Council to intervene ....... 


CONGO 
mee lProtestant stake: firstistep (towards unity Fer PL PO POP 
Semmmeerenc churches tobe: @xmined ss Gi syediamoe ) ove) yale pS) lah el ecite es) eee, pe 


CUBA 
Cuban churchmen back UPUSA assembly's anti-blockade resolution ..... 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Oo. CONnCTE LOK PRAGUE! DY ODOSEA) po ies ten es Lol sabe a ts eel shee! fete 
Geeck church’ sees situation worsening .. « «» «= +»: * silica ceed igi” Sey aiesdlacaeds 
Slovak Catholic-Orthodox relations cited in Fordham (entre ESDOTE. oiietieus 
mao face new ltasks tin ‘EastermeSlovakia Asien . Oo SeWid w ual, ma thet eersites 


Two ecumenical councils in Czechoslovakia Be rd Oh we eRe ey ae OSE. ee 
ECUADOR 

Muac@eChristians challenged to iface ‘country *sjpoverty . « « « + « « « «'s 
EGYPT ; 

mmm committee, for Alexandria COUNCIL. au 1. tealenebisues <efustioniaat) GaP 
ETHIOPIA 

DICARWS appeals for $20,000 for pagers NGM NTL CUAMS ii wel oi ey san, oh eh eh be 
FINLAND 


Finnish Orthodox name new bishop, vote to seek WCC membership ...... 
FRANCE ‘ 
Feature: "There's Another Side to 'Gay Paree'"', by the Rev. George Velten 
Correction to "There's Another Side to 'Gay Paree'" (No. 1) ....... 
Weernch Refornied/Luther an unton in Sights 2? Sete Pet FP PP 
French Christians urge Mideast settlement «2... 6 20s 0 « © © o wee 
Development education is joint project in France .....-. +26 se eee 


GERMANY ; 
German Kirechentag theme -has ecumenical overtones. . . . 1. +. +e «se eee 
Objections to inter-Communion talks in Germany voiced ......+-..-s 
New East German federation will sever ties ee a eS a ee nee ee ae 
Methodists form European youth work commission ....+.s+e +e eee-e 
EKD council appoints committees for "church development service" .... 
German bishop urges study of development needS . . - «2 s+ © ee we wee 
New president of West Germany is strong COULCH SUDPOTLEGY. -..00 6.» weatal’ 
EKD committee visits the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul ........ 
German church group opposes nationalist party ......-.+-+.s+-eee- 
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GERMANY (continued) 
West German Lutherans elect president, urge stronger ties with Reformed 
Charcht 4 Oe oe Pee ae ar otta be eta a tao eae ta teem cee on ne et ee ee 
New association realistic Sleep Lane eee ce ty an ae Tete cttte ta re eee 
Bultmann receives West German *award “.".7 0. «+s s« os «+s os) cue 


GREECE 
More independence for. Greek Church?” . . 2 2. ss « w= « » 5 «© » © « © oii 
Inter-corifessional, meeting in Crete, ss lacey wis) RA AGG Biles Sensi Ole 
Greek. Church startsyoffice, forimiorants< ie a. Bane meee. © << le be on eee 
Gharter :for Greek .Churehepvomulsated (6 ve. ww aie sels ote ee 
Greek :Primate, gets: vote ~oficontitence.s “Wavwan etree hens + 8. oes eee 
Greek professor suspended 7) .0 sss) ws te, che teal te wwe ste os 
Moscow patriarch asks Greek Government to re-examine Mount Athos ruling. .16 


HONG KONG 
Churches' witness in industry held crucial in Hong Kong report ..... .1l 


INDIA 
India's Christian hospitals take first step to co-operation .. .. . «sin 
Methodist conferences. to, vote, on. Church of North jindia gs.) ...un we Se 
Christians mark Gandhi Daye.) .. «© sup «9 6 bw ee) eek ee rg elec ee 
India's Protestants/Roman Catholics start inter-religious dialogue .... 7 
New. laws’ open door’ to harassment", India bishops Say"... < « « » =» «: sane 
Churches: respond” to, Ind#an.floodi.disasrer wos. 2 6s «eet esate 
Churches disturbed ainiCentral).Indid eva sms ly Sue seks. oui, «se se 
Bishop’ Sadigqi to ‘retares.."'s0)<" .° 0s iw one ¢) + el en rae gerne men eee 


’ 


INDONESIA 
Indonesia's minister of religion discusses religious tolerance ...... 6 


IRISH REPUBLIC 
Irish: council urges government to act. «1. 17.5) o) alte ws oo) is ele nn 
Irish President’ flominated"s .” 27... es. «se ee css 1s 6s nee 


ISRAEL 
Memorandum from, Israel ‘awaited by LWF officers . 1%. .,501+,+ 00s seen cane 
LWF/Israeli talks continue®. 7. <6 [os «shld eo ley tale eh eee 
Land dispute still, not, settledyuss us sire +, Gain ed ed ann BOOMS TO see 


ITALY ’ 
Florence pastors decry derogatory use of term "Protestant" ........t1 
Italian radio offers. Protestant news 4). .\% sdatatt 4 aiols ie GO eee ee 
Italian. papers criticize Lateran, agreements! “2 sin vu 10). tied SOO be Cee 


IVORY COAST 
Special Report: "A Rural Church Adapts to an Urban Setting", by the 
Rev. John Pritchard e e e e s ° e e ° e s e e e e ° e if ° e e° e e e ° e 12 


JAPAN 
Japanese churchmen vislt Russtargemees os. alps «elute yeaa on esr 
Student struggle is Christian concern, Japan church paper holds ..... 6 
Model’ UNCTAD session” set’ by Japanese studene —. os ees ans) sey cue eee 
Restructured Japan Christian Council ready for joint action in mission . .12 
Asian office’ is first step’ in WSCF réegional experiment . . - «so» s 6 s.516 
Religious leaders united in opposing Yasukuni shrine . ......-.- « ell 
Students’urge reforms ini Japanese collece ....a+4sccusu selene oa on en tee 
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KENYA 
President Kenyatta speaks at Christian council anniversary ..... 
~Kenya government assures WARC/ICC on entry visas for Assembly .... 


KOREA 
WCC launches appeal for Korean drought victims, .°. . .'. « «os 


LEBANON 
Assyrian Vi liaseccompleted, witin WCC UN eumdsiolas. Sa. ht sate, La 


LIBERIA 
Inter-Communion opens Liberian Methodist church conference ..... 


MEXICO 
Mexican ecumenical centre surveys religious situation in the nation . 
Christian enthusiasm - the Third World's way of communicating? ... 


MOZAMBIQUE 
ee Comourns ¢lainvAfricans Baden Lert) Bee or, “Lae ca ues. es ws ea 


NETHERLANDS 
MEG Wil Geese”. Lily Wii sete Gal cael ee ted site es e wiiti es een 
Ree Adin VOL Ce AC DULCH SGU pos eee tue Unt es Jc iw en Mie ie? a. at 
Dutch government's proposal to stop church payment rejected ..... 
Dutch pastor celebrates Eucharist at invitation of Catholic students 


NEW ZEALAND 
Australian/New Zealand churchmen give development priority ..... 
"Discrimination in Sport" challenges New Zealand churches ...... 
_Special Article: "“interView '69 - Man in the,1970s" by R.M. O'Grady 


NIGERIA/BIAFRA 
peeenreo planes, bought, for! Biafra:relief flights . . . 5 6,» = 6 © us 
mememcnurches deplore: arms’ shipments) j,i. «fk wo, ee js on eee oem ee 
Protestants in Switzerland give $100,000 for Biafra aid ....... 
Nigerian Church asks WARC to work for ceasefire . . . . « «+ «ee « « 
Stop Press: New WCC temporary policy for Nigeria/Biafra relief... 
Bede Cross eetsrnew base fdr flight sito Biafra ia, .ins on live ah. deloe ds 
Canadian-bought plane joins church airlift 2.0. 2. 6 60 ee see oe 
WCC urged to start joint effort to limit arms to Nigeria ...... 
Parsett.flights»toxBiafraxfrom Dahomey wm enc! ei Syustieniis raryarrre) he Ne Gel Be 
Nigerian Christian Council votes rehabilitation programme ...... 
Halt to bombing of Biafra relief planes held essential ....... 
Ren. Crogsaf lies:.bean sseedsitor Biafra jannrethaee we. Mie tod. Its dL. Os 
Biatrareliefiflights jset..record sa). Gh aeiliGe 2uhe aioe A VaISD dh BO.is 
DICARWS calls for more funds to aid Nigeria/Biafra nalabe aise. “ax 


World Council committee pushes relief, rehabilitation in Nigeria/Biafra . 


Lutheran World Federation plans Nigeria/Biafra programme ...... 
Presbyterians to purchase fish for Biafra... ... see ee eee 


PAKISTAN 
Pakistan bishop will enter full-time evangelistic work .....s.- 


PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 
New Guinea theological schools form association... . ++ ++ ees 


PHILIPPINES 
Australian Anglicans strengthen ties with Phitspoine church’ ..%.*%.***" 
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PORTUGAL 


NATO held:‘tovdid: repression of Africans!.2%, J.sicyh st ob eae) ee 
Progress in understanding (inauguration of Ecumenical Centre) 


RHODESIA 


Trial of Christian minister, begun in KhodGsta «5.9.0 tua. 4 
Rhodesian clergyman given six-year sentence . .....s..e- 


Special.Report: "First Rhodesian Urban Church Consultation" by 


Seavy-A, Carrol] 2095.) MB i, VRE ce ce Ween om ciety ist cee on (ais 
Special Feature: "Cold Comfort Farm" by Frances S. Smith. . 


Rhodesian churches oppose: proposed constitution ...... 


RWANDA 
Rwanda Co cet, ecumenice (oO e 00 tee ee 
King Kigeli’ V Visits WGG, neddqiartece seme. 5) iso somes eer ee 


SOUTH AFRICA 
South African resettlement policy could affect 600 Lutheran 
White students arrested in black areas? . <) 2 a cus). sue 


SPAIN 
Orthodox spokesman addresses Roman Catholics in Spain... 
Inter-church ‘aid in Spain faces, Jresh tasks ce eee 
Officers of European conference will hold meeting in Spain 
Luther's works to: hespublyshed ani Soares so. <aeeieer cose 


SUDAN 
Sudan government aids training of teachers of religion .. 


3 


SWEDEN 
Sweden's Baptist pastors approve merger talks ......-. 
Role of young churches in development discussed ...... 
Three Christian student groups in Sweden are united .... 
Swedish film on Uppsala wins ecumenical prize ....... 


SWITZERLAND 
Protestants in Switzerland give $100,000 for Biafra aid. . 
Swiss,churches deplore arms .shipnients (8 Socmso. Sia. Seid. 
Swiss Christians promise 3% of income to development aid . 


Geneva's week of prayer features Roman Catholic participation 


Students call for continuing reformation at Zwingli observance 


Two ‘Swiss churches tnitemieey Ciba ereres 1 ee eee ne, 
Move to limit foreign workers opposed by Swiss churches . . 
Ecumenical service for ILO golden jubilee ......... 
50/yeans’ service tac tHe Giaee Ramadi wee. Oa Teele mene re 


SYRIA 
DICARWS seeks shelter for Syrian flood victims ...... 


DICARWS appeals for $200,000 to shelter 1,000 uprooted families in Syria... 


UGANDA 


e 
wo UI WwW W 


-o 
«23 


Special Article: "Uganda Mayor is New Voice in World Council of Churches’ 
Debates™ by Tracy Early). <.07Qui MTUEATAE, oy oe os ot as Setenh Gey tO ee 


UNITED KINGDOM - 
Ulster Protestants urged to take risks for peace .=..... % 
Group ministry to serve new British community ...... 
British Baptists form group to foster ecumenism, renewal . 
Church of Scotland naming technologist Pee Balin ener mes 


Pioneering role for Commonwealth suggested . ....-s-«e-s 


75% of Anglican clergy must approve union with Methodists 


Stop Press: First Anglican vote shows 65% of clergy for unity 


scheme . 


Methodist opponents of union threaten to form new church ........ 
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UNITED KINGDOM (continued) 


Britishiyauthidramatizeasl hind Wor Ld Sin ed Be sien geiek HAs Gee el -esicetis femveee 
Bishops ask agreements banning germ warfare . ...+-.-e-e-s-e eee 
Two Scottish churches to/ get proposal for exchange ....+-.+-ee-. 
Bop licansufreéncleneysirom: Rehormari orc vows dees widened dustin slits) cnapetes 
Powers sid eitesuserencabesebyartapev auth Silay lates dant 5 eeu sey adie t on & 
Programmes to integrate non-whites favoured by Archbishop of Canterbury 
Mes. uKingegives.sermon.at Stee Patldsecathedna lie tienes wsseeeice son sncamesee % 
British Baptists back councils but oppose organic union ......e- 
World poverty is concern of British students/youth .......-ee-s 
BeerOtperiaparish WorkeadvocatededocAne ican Gans t obit Cirle siems | mag-eBlellin eee 
Methodist circuits back merger but opposition is widespread ...... 
PeeeeerOte Serbian. chr cies ole ies te \ celcawinalies ta’ kei gae em Yes feacnyiey af te 

Leave revolutions to Third World and change West's structures, SCM told 
Ecumenical theological college for England next year .....seee-s 
British council of churches wants new immigration law... . +... 
Pea teopubaptistsaffirm-membergh Lona We Gos BCCie, sh aged ansi ae ew ce tect 
Anglican convocations vote "yes" on first phase of Methodist union .. 
British Congregationalists will ask 1% for development ........ 
SaurenroL. scotland agrees.toycontinuing sinity: talksos : spieieey eis tke Ie 
Poverty iand warfare, debated ibye Scotty pidpeq pots (ete wipe} loving = | lei enrey ts 
Prue nese fai. Lito imerge.collegestused « teaven is Web atpetes br yeeioy elveroe tO) ae 
Sreenrenhwood SurVveyir) sos cw. «iw Ge upto’: Mhvetlonveraet tel odie dnd lerwa on fel coy etee 
Seetenanrpriests, shock bishopsadelssavmcs wuwtiwis Wusiiiedin? > lab arveters ole 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Full agenda for Tulsa meeting of WCC executive committee set ..... 
Changes in confirmation recommended to three U.S. Lutheran bodies ... 
emteane conuem Mideast violence.” «scx! ee ere © « oe 9) © eis cs 
Seminary sells stock in napalm-producing firm... .- «+++ + ees 
Lutheran agency asks new president to revive report on racism..... 
Black economic development leaders set gaals .. 2... +» «+ «©» «© se ee 
Change in world mission emphasis sought by Methodist officials .... 
Seeriecan tutherans invest in black banks 4. ap ‘suis fe! bis Yo) iced tutes [obits 
Church consortium for development suggested at WCC executive committee 

EME WS SS 5h oso igh wih ee ees Lea arma WO etoy cece omen ie a > entra yg)? hop 
Executive body names committee to examine WCC structures .....-s « 
Tulsa goes ecumenical for WCC executive . . 2. + + ++ 2 + © ee ee 
Support for new Saigon coalition advocated in church study ...... 
U.S. church invests in development corporation .....-.-e-++e-ee-s 
WCC general secretary will visit Middle East ..... oh wince} ey gp yz eel be 
Courts not competent to rule on doctrine, high court palae a 
Study of salvation, ecumenical friendship sought by Presbyterians... 
U.S. President must recognize religious pluralism, Dr. Poling asserts . 
Order of worship for U.S. churches negotiating union is published... 
Winfred Garrison, writer and teacher, dies .... +. + ee ee ee ee 
United Church unit backs African liberation movements . . ....+ ss. 
Tutheran/Jewish talks set: for, UsSe! Aerh PpP Te CPR P Se oh etio Ye fee 
Project equality gets church support in New Jersey . . + + e+ se ees 
Drop in Episcopal Church giving forces budget cut... 2. « «©» « © « « 
Remaking men is Church's task, WCC executive tells Presbyterians ... 
University Christian Movement in U.S. abolished after vote ...... 
Detroit YMCA, Catholic youth free to set common programmes ....s . 
Missouri Synod report praises Lutheran Rep RUOSIOe yn ends Oh te Se ts 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (continued) 
Special Report: "Black Ecumenical Power" by Ernest Boynton ....... .10 
Episcopal Church to hold special convocation on church's mission .... .1l 
Church opposition growing to-Uls. ties withi Vaticaw a) ss. sen ee See Penne 
Arizona Protestants, Catholics form ecumenical counrei ey 9 ss Fn es ee 
Churchmen applaud. approyal* of non=proliferation tréaty 2 °°." “Vans ae 
Delegation from _U.§.2 church; coumeilisrvisitine Popes ss. 4 ao. ce ee 
Outline: of: church timton" ‘plan disclosed atyU.s. consultation.” . eee eee 
Local ,ecumenism, encouraged’ by U.S? consultation, "—. ss + + 6. o Sete is) eee 
Yale: will. name: Dr.“ Wiltilams>as* divinity, school. dean 4.7.81, 2c. eae re eee 
U.S. delegation. presses Popé’ for ePeatersumity < ses. ae ee ee enone 
Reformed/Presbyterian, U.S. church merger’ is’ rejected .°... .. se... el3 
Black economic conference demands $500 million "reparations" from churches.16 
National councils’ racé programme lacks financial backing .7 27% <7. 37% See 
U.S. conference hears trends in the ecumenical movement ......... «16 
"Black Manifesto" delivered to more Ugs. churches .7 9%? "2" <6 ste 
Joint programme of world development approved by U.S. churches ..... .17 
Sit-ins bring home Black Manifesto demands to U.S. denominations .... .18 
Catholic ‘churches yoirn”’counciI ot ‘cherehes SP. St Ms ey ee 
National Christian! unttyworksiiop’* 29% “sh. fe. cee eae nee ean 2 ner 
American chur ches at Grouble? re Be cel ene ee na ee eel aan 
New general secretary for Massachusetts’ council 77.7% 2% es SP ae 
Dances for worship’ Services published S'S a i hae A, Cee 
Forman calls strike’ at* Intérchurch’ Centre ~ . % % % % <0%7 4% 7 ee ee 
Racial unity: in Flordda $4 ~ 4 %o% % fo % % otter teeta na ot tena arn en 
Anglicans. in USA elect. first black bishop, ..« «sé >: si/e) seish «lls SonnCnne eee 
Black. Manifesto... «pceuepdssumer, slaust wuligigate: SMAI <thce harm todcemes eiGiie cane tenn 
Church’ sells. DOW chemical stock. i... dm oii Feuterpeneeniien us esrateminsssish iene ane vce 
Dr. A. Dale Fiers nominated for fullotermi.” %. 4. +4 suck it ealenbeine sate ae ee 


UsSo5 ok. 
Peace conference to be held‘in, Soviet Union 3-2 o 8 29 Le Se eee 
Metropolitan Nikodim sees U Thant\.% .7°% 2 529°) 7 Oe ee ee enc 
Japanese churchmen visit Russia’..0% SS eRe ee ee 
WCC: delegation to: Visit Russia: <-°°2 Pare ee pe ean 
WCC'delegation Visits’ Baptrst’ Union in) USSR See 8, re ee 


URUGUAY : 
Uruguayan Methodists ratify rules for autonomous church .........- 4 


VIETNAM 
Support for new Saigon coalition advocated in church study ........ 4 
Reconstruction conference on Vietnam to meet in South-East Asia ..... .12 
Economists appointed to guide Vietnam rehabilitation programme ..... .15 


YUGOSLAVIA 
New edition of Bible: in. Yugoslavia; Ja uk sp ivistunt ss Sed St macet ue teneeasns eee eee 


ZAMBIA 
Zambian president thanks’ ‘churches’ for refugee ‘aid’ 2778S 71 Fe Peary 
Methodist minister “will advise’ President’ Katnda 4.9.0". “pees eee 
Mindolo ecumenical centre’has’ vital role’ SUee' «2A shed, 222 ARO Ae aU 
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Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 


Regional group for Americas formed by Bible Societies ... 
One million shilling drive to finance African meeting... 
New quarters for Africa's broadcast training centre .... 
EACC working committee plans concerted development emphasis 


Special Feature: "Anniversary of a Pioneering Patriarch", by 


Latianswitbanaci adie: . Sao Cie, We ee RAY, OF Rae ao, 
Malaysian named youth secretary of East Asia Conference. . 
Support for new Saigon coalition advocated in church study 
EACC names secretary for inter-faith dialogue ....... 


Common Bible in Arabic approved by new inter-confessional group 


European church council may meet in Slovakia, Dr. Williams reports 


Precetamided to VNCO+staetes eee SOR eG, POGOe 


e 


‘ 
° . 


; a 


Ps 


Restructured Japan Christian Council ready for joint action in mission.12 


Progress on WCC/WCCE negotiations reported following meeting 
U.S. Conference hears trends in the ecumenical movement . . 
President Kenyatta speaks at Christian council anniversary 
PevehFcouncilarges) government tolact/4589 Pa FoR As 
Asian office is first step in WSCF regional experiment .. 
National council's race programme lacks financial backing . 
Philip Johnson will head new communication group ..... 
British council of churches wants new immigration law... 
Radty's:role,in mission stressed‘ by EACO*™ A) a. a 8 


Joint programme of world eee rere e approved by U.S. churches 


Australia dialogue’ finds “startling umanimity" ..... . 
Record attendance seen at World YMCA conference « .., aS 
~ Special youth project voted by World YWCA executive body : 
Catholic churches join council of churches)... . . 6. . 
New general secretary for Massachusetts council ...... 
"Focus on Athena Athanassiou", by Tatiana Athanasiadis .. 
Perretian pbiterature rind details plans’. ya e » =» ¢ ans 
ACC names new genéral secretary . . . s « « « © s « © « © * 
Standing committee for Alexandria council ......... 
Two ecumenical councils in Czechoslovakia . . ...... . 


Ecumenical Patriarchate 


e 


“i 


.13 
oe 
. 16 
.16 
a6 
.16 
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' Protestant, Catholic leaders will join tribute to Ecumenical Patriarch. 2 


EKD committee visits the Ecumenical Patriarch ....... 
Fixed date for Easter advocated by Patriarch ..-..... 


Roman Catholic Church 


Pope Paul receives Dr.Blake in pontifical apartment .... 
Pope encourages loyalty to Rome in Orthodox-attended service 
World Council membership on Joint Working Group set... . 
Churches' response to need told by WCC development expert . 
Vatican creates committee to promote human development .. 
Vatican mission executive visits World Council ...... 
Church opposition growing to U.S. ties with Vatican... . 
Mgr. Willebrands asks hearing for youth os tee Gel. Jest 2 
Delegation from U.S. church council is visiting Pope o ales 
Priest added, to;sNCC staff «6 6 sow «\lemethie le poe eV shmtens 
Catholic imprimatur given modern New Testament ..... - 


° 
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Roman Catholic Church (continued) 


World Council leaders congratulate Cardinal-designate Willebrands . . 
U.S. delegation presses Pope for greater unity...) 6! s/s aobl sie os . 
Pope gives $1 million loan for Latin American development ...... 
Two foundations aid joint World Council of Churches/Roman Catholic 
COMMLEL EG cj) avekeph regan)? oho oeheeiaee kena. .1eeegees: Larohoe 
Pope Paul's wish to visit WCC headquarters “warmly welcomed" .... 
SODEPAX committee approves plans for peace consultation ....... 
Cardinal Willebrands, to: head, Christians unity secretariate,. sseaesue: - 
Mission theology debated..at, Rome) Symposium.) <o%. . si%e -fgitten a Cs 
Roman Catholic and Reformed churchmen meet .....-e. + +e sees 


Ecumenical. theologians» ony.two!commigsi0ns.4 | basis an ses pene ORae ae es 


Trinidad senator SP PORBEeS to joint WCC/Roman ParBolss pie SS ee 
Australia dialogue finds "startling unanimity"... . » kis eal? SIGE se 
Roman Catholic membership in WCC discussed, "left open" a) 9 SOOTE s 
Lutheran-Catholic talks find ministry Tn dicedaaca gon shee bee) * alk Me 
Programme for Pope's visit to World Council announced ........ 
Pope's visit signals new period in church history, Polish bishop says 
Montreal conference hears development agency experts. . . . . « « « « 
Lutherans, meet, Pope, Pauljii. ojo,’ skeetibokt S405 <8! Fond «eGR See 
Pope. Paul, prays, ataEcumenical, Centres: wate shunie bl oy sOeneoL sales 
Donor, gives, cheque,for, Leprosy Workiunis wei sae te Shonen Basteeee 
Dr.” Blake and..Pope Paul, exchanges @iuttsacus% «osacim (at ae eae 6 eee 
Visit. of, Patriarch Maximos.V,.to; WCC headquarters 3. Ages sonde beeen 
Address to Pope Paul VI, on the occasion of his visit to the head- 

quarters of the World Council of Churches on June 10, 1969 by 

Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary . .......s.. -» 
Allocution of His Holiness Pope Paul VI in response to Dr. Blake. .. 


World Confessional Bodies 


Nigerian Church, asks. WARC.to work for ceasefire. . « «| » «+ lel aamiee 
British Baptists form group to foster ecumenism, renewal ...... 
Changes in confirmation recommended to three U.S. Lutheran bodies . . 
Memorandum from. Israel: awaited by  LWEsefficers.. . . + « «ss «ee 
Inter-Communion opens Liberian Methodist church conference ..... 
Change in world mission emphasis sought by Methodist officials Nebel na 
- 75% of Anglican clergy must approve union with Methodists ...... 
LWP officers hold ‘to: Brazil assembly plane sous. . a ane pe 
Correction to "LWF officers hold to Brazil assembly plans (No. 3) — 
LWE/Israeli talks. continuet sl asws-hacmaed< aa) Mittin ce: haan 
Missouri Synod report, praises Lutheran) Federationvs, Uo weeauens auane 
Bible study guide for assembly of World Alliance/ICC issued ..... 
African Methodists *startingimissionvin«Botewana+.©2¥ lee) TERS oes. 
Lutheran World Federation plans Nigeria/Biafra programme ...... 
Lutherans see need: for new. congregational forms=2°90ou (1 Pey o eey 
Roman Catholic and Reformed churchmen meet ......-6+6.-s«.eee-s 
Day of fasting suggested to world!eeMethodists@yoy P5gne"y GRGAday . 
Lutheran-Catholic talks find ministry “understanding” ........ 
Kenya government assures WARC/ICC on entry visas for assembly o IY 
Lutherans meet.Pope Paul. . 29Weg0 OS Qe niee) Rhee, ene tear ere. wee, 
Land .dispute.stiblnot ‘settled® Jie Peneta. oheo Poss ape yegolee., 
Lutheran.assembly "on".in Brazil, «3s «4 #0OaR We See eee epee e ey 
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World Council of Churches 


Full agenda for Tulsa meeting of WCC executive committee set ..... 


1 
PLPst erndteade en BPS orice Ince Oo ef. ey re este ding af ek 1 
Pope Paul receives Dry-Blake in pontrricaljapartmenth Die Ata yer oe a ee 2 
Manchester tcanonjadts as Church. and Society bead o @abd simelincdisiadl of o 2 
Feature Story: "World Council Confronts Race Turmoil", by Frances 
ee MOOUL LEEW E et ate CIEE ULL EOE Me SER gy ee ee te ee Sg BD 
"Break out of denominational straitjacket", Blake urges ........ 3 
New staff member boosts WCC press/radio/TV relations .....e..+-- 3 


Church consortium for development suggested at WCC executive committee 


meet ing . e e . . e . e e . . . es e . e e ° * e . e . . + e * e e . . 
Executive body names committee to examine WCC structures ......-. 
Perea OCS PCUMENLCAL “Tot WG CCE TC Buk eB gk ee a eS i 


MoU wrced Co start jOInt Sriort to limit arms (fo NIG6TI ale. lose toe tins 
Task for Christian-Marxist dialogue detailed at Bossey .....see- 
Mumcener el ‘secretary will Migit Midd 1G EOGt wii a Ms Bek oe im luebimuney 
Consultation on racism announced by WCC executive committee ...... 
World Council of Churches announces appointments ......«#-e-e«ee 
WCC staff mourns slain African leader ...... «iat wh palin A gen lai 
Orthodox theologian looks forward to Roman ima Odie WCC ey. i, 
New officers elected for Division of Inter-church Aid ........ 
Ecumenical Institute focuses on alternatives to war . .....s.e.ee-s 
Bossey seminar on Orthodox worship includes services in Paris ..... 
EL EAT TO a ee ee ite ee ae Rk ee Relies Melk etki s aki nae a 
Consultation of mission executives considers salvation today ..... 
World Council membership on Joint Working Group set ......2..e«.-s. 
Special Article: "Twelve Days in the Middle East", by Tatiana 


NUDADHDUUUUUP REE 


Athanasiadis ¢ é . e° ° e e e . e Pn e es e s e e e e . . e J ° e. e °° e . a 7 
New director named for Churchées' Commission on International Affairs . 8 
Remaking men is Church's task, WCC executive tells Presbyterians ... 8 


Special Article: "Uganda Mayor is New Voice in World Council of 
Pourcnes' Debates.) by, [pacy. daar lye ee iias CliceMitersnd dirs apie ddl at, s. 9) o 
- Moslem/Christian dialogue to consider common problems ......... 8 
Dr. iblake. completes, first stage.of Mideast tourist in, denrchieruepdeiyerins «. ©, «, 9 
Rare consultation draws experts, from ia eeCOntIMenLsiies wile Ususebveleet tay « 6 9 
Syediebatilm.on, Uppsala wins secumeni cal (OGL ee) fal ad ite) Ope mb tenywices tel. ey 
Churches' response to need told by WCC development expert ....... 9 
. Dr. Blake discusses refugee problems with King Hussein and UN envoy . .10 
Tour of Jordanian camp shows refugees' bitterness . ........s. 10 
De hlake, visits, Jerusalen.. last stop.on Miteastitrip i elcdl ustrapeet 's,. «LU 
Moslem/Christian meeting agrees dialogue needed . .......-e..e-. lO 
L970 Week of Prayer theme. sete.) site Vea eb ills, Lis) oue, «ay 0) oy «, 0 LO 
Ecumenical Youth Service seeks Third World leadership ........ .10 
‘Middle East situation "not hopeful", Dr. Blake says .......e.e. ll 
Varroa mission: CXPCULLVE. VLBLiS World COUNCIL, 6. 5 lee se 6 ww (oe 
President Nixon meets WCC general secretary Re EN ee ee ee, aa kee 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Oliver Tambo to speak on racism at 
Romion meeting Vics e5., tee te Ree BP ie Metis elie se ue #0 Lp 
World Council leaders congratulate Cardinal-designate Willebrands . . .13 
Two foundations aid joint World Council of Churches/Roman Catholic 
committee os ek Bea Vai e, See. phen we Mar eee, Mo eget e de ty Tk al: we 
Progress on WCC/WCCE negotiations reported Fogo tie MGSHIS Ais he ere. ake 
Pope Paul's wish to visit WCC headquarters "warmly welcomed" .,.. .14 
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World Council of Churches (continued) 


New secretary for churches' committee on Jewish people slated for '70. 


SODEPAX committee approves plans for peace consultation ..... 
Dr. Peter. Heyde, chairman of Bossey, board, dies. . ....+-++s-. 
Pentecost 1969: Message from the presidents of the World Council 

Of Churches (ore esas ake oe cat, e Cath wc ataiel ay eee ee ni ec cnat eee 
Industrial democracy debated at Bossey consultation ...... . 
Another Pentecostal church to apply for WCC membership ...... 
Bishop Huddleston and Mr. Oliver Tambo to speak in London .... 
DWME appoints new istafft member\. acsue oe im = 6 oe ye * aye (2 peck elas 
WCC,.delegatidn ‘towigdt:Ruds tad) Sab we mt. Be Oe no eee na 
Finnish Orthodox name new bishop, vote to seek WCC membership .. 
New social service emphases must be brought to church's attention 
New WCC emblem installed at Ecumenical Centre ......2.+4ee-e 
Trinidad senator appointed to joint WCC/Roman Catholic project. . 
Speakers heckled ‘at .WCG Face Consult atron Gene cfesldet acus peusiek caine 
Prescription, offered “far tractlessenurch. < |. wasngaas pe the aes 
Consultation. ‘speakers ?sCore pote ian 1aclSces vsuuis Cure Lailts Rees 
Development of racism traced at conference . « «iste « + « ¢ ass 
Reparations to black people is WCC consultation question ..... 
WCG. delegation Visits: Baptist: Unromain Uso 4.0. coves pwikese en eeae 
Roman Catholic membership in WCC discussed, "left open" ..... 
Programme for Pope's visit to World Council announced ...... 
New race policy will be suggested to World Council of Churches . . 
What .the papers “said (Race consultgtion) . «leg. o.cels ha Cees 
Montreal conference hears development agency experts ....... 


Pope's visit signals new period in church history, Polish bishop says. 


Popular attitudes towards Third World need probing, says WCC con- 
sult ation! £ #PU Ae eas BM See ee Pet ly Poteet tat eLetter ann ae eee ae 
Pope’ Patil’ praysvatwlicumenhical Centre 67" sie fe eae eres 
Donor’ gives’ cheque*tor feprosy work 72. nme elletts oe 16 et eereuee 
Dr: Blake and Pope Paul" exchanve: eTttse. 3) ah's Seurate ets Le eee 
Address to Pope Paul VI, on the occasion of his visit to the head- 
quarters of the World Council of Churches on June 10, 1969 by 
the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary ..... . 
Allocution of His Holiness Pope Paul VI in response to Dr. Blake . 
American minister ‘seconded’ to” yoint committee “0”. .. « « < +) 
‘Latin American Evangelicals ask World Council to intervene .... 
Support for’ WCC project Lest. to be probed = an utes fort. a ee nen 
Special Feature: "The Ship in the Tempest", by Claudette Marquet 


CATEGORY If: Substance 


Assemblies and Rallies 


German Kirchentag theme has ecumenical overtones .......-. -. 
LWF officers hold -to,Brazil, assembilywplans, «s<alaseinls Ao, anne 
Correction to "LWF officers hold to Brazil assembly plans" (No. 3) 
Church of Scotland agrees to continuing unity talks ....... 
UNESCO officer. to speakiat AACCyassembl yay seit gw motile. Ge 
Kenya government assures WARC/ICC on entry visas for assembly .. 
Poverty and. warfare. debatedy by wSCcotSinn) tw bicaaet Cees fed been 


Lutheran assembly "“on'in Bragilicicops> Bah Aidetin Gal. Ciekbe ie oul ee 
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Brotherhoods and Communities 


SODEPAX GAGSLECENE is lal Se vUrOCuech Uy ants TUG eee, Gib. 6 be pecan eae 
Special Feature: "The Taizé Community: Visible Sign of Unity", by 
GCISudeCue “Marquen. Avs6 svete ewe Sen ENE. SOG y hee bi eee Bo wise 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 


Group ministry to serve new British community .......-+s-ee-s 
Florence pastors decry derogatory use of term "Protestant" .... 
British Baptists form group to foster ecumenism, renewal ..... 
EcumenicaleCentreyfor/Praguesproposadas gre Woe Sieegiy J28eN BS eget. 
Pope Paul receives Dr. Blake in pontifical apartment ....... 
Geneva's week of prayer features Roman Catholic participation’... 


Protestant, Catholic leaders will join tribute to Ecumenical Patriarch. 


Orthodox spokesman addresses Roman Catholics in Spain....... 
“Break out of denominational straitjacket", Blake urges ...... 
Unity week services record progress but marked by protests .... 
Sweden's Baptist pastors approve merger talks ........ee-. 
German Kitrchentag theme has ecumenical overtones ......+.e-e. 
Objections to inter-Communion talks in Germany voiced ....... 
fea biatirdadi¢ sofferges Protestant mews Sie eencmod AS. to POs Iool oA. 
inturcconfessional meeting sincGEdla Osean TIM CURE (FO. eee, .. 
Orthodox theologian looks forward to Roman Catholics joining WCC . 
Three Christian student groups in Sweden are united ......-.. 
Study of salvation, ecumenical friendship sought by Presbyterians . 


Stop Press: First Anglican vote shows 65% of clergy for unity scheme . 


Methodist opponents of union threaten to form new church ..... 
India's Christian hospitals take first step to co-operation... . 
Order of worship for U.S. churches negotiating union is published . 
Two Scottish churches to get proposal for exchange .....e-s- 
World Council membership on Joint Working Group set .....s.+e.s-. 
Co-operation on development stressed in Ceylon series ....... 
Chile diocese asks co-operative projects with Protestants ..... 
Feature: "Holy Emptiness at Expo '/0", by Wilbert Forker . . mas 
Special Feature: "The Taizé Community: Visible Sign of fatece by 
PIANC CLLG MALONGCL Aen p08 6G ee SA Ree Re Ree gee ea re eee se ee 
Detroit YMCA, Catholic youth free to set common programmes . .,. .« 
1970 Week of Prayer theme set . « . «20 0 6 6 e.9 se » oe 0 ee 


Dutch pastor celebrates Eucharist at invitation of Catholic students 


Arizona Protestants, Catholics form ecumenical council. ...... 
Mer. Willebrands asks hearing for youth «+ + s+ s+ + + +e eee 
Correction to "1970 Week of Prayer theme set'"(No. 10) .....«-e-s 
Delegation from U.S. church council LG: ViStP a Oe PADG ee obs lines 
Development education is joint project 19t RE OU eh eee he ies 
Local ecumenism encouraged by U.S. consultation . ......s-e-e-s 
U.S. delegation presses Pope for greater UC eee eek sae Dane al ie a 
Reformed/Presbyterian,U.S. church merger is rejected ... +s. - 
Department on world development initiated by U.S. Methodists ... 
Woman minister participates in Catholic cathedral TS og al NEP 
Officers of European conference will hold meeting in Spain .... 
Congo Protestants take Firdt “step COWArdS “Unity. ons neues eis tele 
West Indian churches aided in ecumenical development .....+-. - 
Ecumenical theological college for England next yest RLhaike VWetenu'ahe 
Ecumenical theologians on two commissions . . .. s+ + «+e eee 
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Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes (continued) 


Old: Catholic: talksiwith-Roman:Catholics’ makegeaingsn ia @icisa.fom. leu. REO 
Australian Anglicans strengthen ties with Philippine church ..... .16 
Joint CCSA/RC specialized team studies development projects in Algeria.16 
Lutheran mission leaders hear plea for ecumenical approach ..... .17 
Madrid meeting cements relations between Europe's Protestants, 

Orthodox, Gatholicss sii. etree ere eR eTer Ss as re 
British Baptistsvaffirmimembership sinkWECR BEGuer ws: ee ses aim. Gees. 6 ae 
Roman Catholic membership in WCC discussed, "left open" ....... .18 
Programme for Pope's visit to World Council announced ..,..... el9 
Pope's visit signals new period in church history, Polish bishop says .19 
Catholic: churchesejoinscouncilsofachurches#si BY Sovishbensiiee eqed. caeo 
Lutherans meet /PopesPaulbin cus e evesant reve ter hn. dowel ee ieeee, one 
National: Christiansunityiworkshopivas Sestmal oil asisd. . tie tasveees aes 
Ecumenical» servicesforeiLOsgoldengyubiléeesea: ie, belbomone | seeoes 20, eee 
Canadian Baptists»renéwyinterestine World’Councilash.te gue Jeaeh one 
Pope Paul prays vat Ecumenical Centresss i ¢. 504. eansvess ow. ¥SL8. eee 
Address to Pope Paul VI, on the occasion of his visit to the head- 

quarters of the World Council of Churches on June 10, 1969 by 

Rev. Dr. Eguene Carson Blake, general secretary . . . « « « «© « © « ofl 
Allocution of His Holiness Pope Paul VI in response to the welcoming 

address. of -DraEugene: Carson BlakGiasod wi oe Jeeea tee neorttadeas eee 
Catholics, Protestants to co-sponsor Asian conference on development .23 
Progress in understanding (inauguration of Ecumenical Centre) .... .23 
Old Catholicsijtovdevelop ecumenical relationss. .sosdavias Fa. voiees eee 
Independent jchunches. to héjexaminedyay.ucov lomioeeniy . teeegd aasd. eee 


Church-State Relations 


Ulster Protestants urged to take risks for peaces On <a « hs 16 eee 
Inter-church’ aid In Spain faces fresh fCasks 7. « «+ 1ai+ nse 
More independence: for’Greek Church? . . ~ « «us «,* » « «151.00 ) seen 
Courts not competent to rule on doctrine, High Court holds ...... 
U.S. president must recognize religious pluralism, Dr. Poling asserts . 
Bishops ask agreements banning germ warfare ~« c.06 «+ + « lsusiseee cee 
Sudan government aids training of teachers of religion .....e.«-e. 
Indonesia's minister of religion discusses religious tolerance ee 
Italian. papers criticize Lateran agreements... .« « «eile isis eee 
Canadian Lutherans oppose Vatican recognition . s,s « +, «us isiles sane eee 
Charter for Greek Church, promulgated. ow is suc sls |e ae eee 
New laws open door to harassment, India bishops say ......e«e«-s-e. 
Czech ‘church: seés «situation Worsening”... s. suis ipa. cole epais cat cee 
Gretk ‘primate ‘geté “vote of confidence +. irewette. « is) @ 6 et) eicet inp e ee 
Dutch government's proposal to stop church payment rejected ..... .10 
Church opposition growing to U.S. ties with Vatican... sjsus Js ae eee 
President ‘Nixon ‘meets WCCs general secretaryouus « + sce «| ee + use sees 
Luther! é:works.| togbe spublishédetmiSpainis sue ae («be cee peels a ee 
Morale of Burmese Christians is high, WCC staff member finds .... .15 
Greek professor ):suspendéed *) sash age lat «We cewackeee « balaieta ot emme ste 
Moscow patriarch asks Greek government to re-examine Mount Athos 

ruling: SAsws ate 8a SUR se Piles cn Sera yee Oe” EME Cee ees 
Ivish/councilfurgeés government peoract« «4 uedla) asbal qe eee ee ee 
Number of ‘missionariés in’Angola drastically cut, cssue) mundus sue ctr eee 
Speéial “Article?” “Ihe Churches .in) Butearia 0). ee nae on ne 
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Church~State Relations (continued) 


Religious leaders united in opposing Yasukuni shrine ...... 
British council of churches wants new immigration law...... 
Australian churches want Aboriginals to control reserves .... 
Kenya government assures WARC/ICC on entry visas for assembly . . 
Cnr LShianiqudesuurpedsam CEnEral Undies Vide Pliledh “nd rel t de 
Rhodesian churches oppose proposed constitution . .....e.ee«-s. 
PG e.2epure, sLidiamotn.sethled famed had Sunt gins by odin dite 
Cuban churchmen back UPUSA assembly's anti-blockade resolution . 


Church Union Negotiations 


752 of Anglican clergy must approve union with Methodists .... 
Methodist conferences to vote on Church of North India ..... 
Peenanakeformed/lutheran union in sight .»-. +. +, <.\s, 6 +, +. s,«,s,¢ 
Seemeceathnurches. shite: is wee ebatior wt elses 1 + aiene Aich.. <a: 
Bible study guide for assembly of World Alliance/ICC issued .. . 
Outline of church union plan disclosed at U.S. consultation... 
Methodist circuits back merger but opposition is widespread... 
Congo Protestants take first step towards unity ......+.e.e- 
"Declaration of Faith" produced by two Canadian churches .... 


Anglican convocations vote "yes" on first phase of Methodist union 


Anglican priests shock bishops’ . 2. . » + « « + e e.e «+ ee 6 
Church calls for talks on mixed marriages ... +. «+ «+ +e +e + 


Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 


Changes in confirmation recommended to three U.S. Lutheran bodies 
British Baptists form group to foster ecumenism, renewal ... . 
Sweden's Baptist pastors approve merger talks . .. + «+ + «ee - 
Uruguayan Methodists ratify rules for autonomous church. ... . 
New East German federation will sever ties with West ...... 
EKD council appoints committees for "church development service" 
Methodist conferences to vote on Church of North India ....-. 
Anglicans free clergy from Reformation vow . +--+ +++ ++ ees 
Latin American Methodists form regional council . .....-e+-s-s 
Drop in Episcopal Church giving forces budget cut . . +--+ +++ > 
Missouri Synod report praises Lutheran Federation .....+.- 
Episcopal Church to hold special convocation on church's mission. 
British Baptists back councils but oppose Oe eae NON «tee ee 
Lutherans see need for new congregational forms . ...+ + « « + 
Reform in parish work advocated to Anglicans .~. + +++ + ee 
Another Pentecostal church to apply for membership ......- 
Finnish Orthodox name new bishop, vote to seek WCC membership . . 


West German Lutherans elect president, urge stronger ties with Reformed 


Ne ee ee tp ite) a) a aae Cee ease) bee wer ab ee sh 3 
‘Avexvican churches “in trouble 2+. 5 2 « © © ©) 6,0 © ee + © 06 
Canadian Baptists renew interest in World COUMCI IC wield mo lamrae) @ucni 
Christian enthusiasm - the Third World's way of communicating? . 
Anglicans in USA elect first black a ONODY wi nitet escet sae: stree sates 
The. Brentwood. Survey. .\'+ je:je- of sl ole elieive ee a eo ee eee 
New association realistic step - Blake ~. . + + + « «© + e+ © oe «© © 
Independent churches to be examined « «+ + + + + ee eee ees 
Latin American Evangelicals ask World Council to intervene .. . 
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Economic Development 


Swiss Christians promise 3% of income to development aid ........ 
Pioneering role for Commonwealth suggested 1). wwe 2% 1. St 
Black economic development leaders set goals .....-e.e.e-eee eee 
Role of young churches. in development discussed ~-. 0.7.5 2) sis se tee 
Church consortium for development suggested at WCC executive committee 
MEGCANG 92 verse jel te co tay per to, Peelbetinest to) belties tights th. Aen Ova aR TRU a Cn eee 
EACC working committee plans concerted development apace ot ot el, Om 
U.S. church invests in development corporation de et gee, LATS TOD, MEG 
British youth dramatize Third World' S TCO Soe a he eee. « elkal os Wie © onenoee 
EKD council appoints committees for "church development service" .... 


German, bishop urges study of development needs .. . . « «: «© .« »:. 9; «> eae 


Co-operation on development stressed in Ceylon series . ......eee-s 
Model. UNCTAD session set. by Japanese students sw ses wl uss) ee eben 
North African churches aid national development . . . « « « « + « « « rae 
Australian/New Zealand churchmen give development priority ....... 
Churches' response to need told by WCC development expert ........ 
Vatican creates committee to promote human development .......ee.-s 
Colloquium on economic development calls for more education of opinion . 
First development education consultation in Western Europe ....... 
Deve lopment...education..15 ,joint DProtect.in Brance. oe eae) etal a eee 
Two foundations aid joint World Council of Churches/Roman Catholic 
COMMIETEG. fa, ec nehises cesses beac, oll kappieieieie met as cin in cock 0 ihe oil i lr 
Pope gives $1 million loan for Latin American development ........ 
World poverty is concern of Britishsstudents/youth 1. 6 eee 
Women from five continents lead workshops on development .......-. 
Study of Australia's contribution to human development set ....... 
Department on world development initiated by U.S. Methodists ...... 
Leave revolutions to Third World and change West's structures, SCM told . 
Joint CCSA/RC specialized team studies development projects in Algeria . 
World Bank president confers with World Council leaders ......... 
Joint programme of world development approved by U.S. churches ..... 
British Congregationalist's will ask ‘1% for “development! ie. nog TRAP 
Montreal conference hears development agency experts .....+.+.e«-«s 
Popular attitudes towards Third World need probing, says WCC consultation 
Canadian churches ‘urged “to” give more’ to"poverty a mr, TAGeoeage. A ae 
Catholics, Protestants to co-sponsor Asian conference on development PR 


Education 


Pacific theological college dedicates chanel). lee sel eileen ate 
Sudan government aids training of teachers of religion .....e«e«-. 
Progress on WCC/WCCE negotiations reported following meeting ...... 
Theological, education gets-boost in Southeast sAed gene ee 
New Guinea.theological schools form association.) 4) s «040 si)e civils eee 
Ecumenical theological college for England next wear. os, 1.) m eon) apeabeus 
Laitys role in mission) stressed, by BAC.) sigs ee ee 


Popular attitudes towards Third World need probing, says WCC consultation . 


Ministerial training important |- Sarkiseian oo. ..<.se..0 bess Meuse helene iene 
Anglicans ;fail to'merge colleges) (2 see) *si wie sieieht 2) ei aires ee 
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Ethics 


Seminary sells stock in napalm-producing firm ....... 
BLenope askrapreemenes UANNING "Cerm Wal rary ct cin) ota >. “sen 'e iene: ta.'s 
Hew panphier on experisient’s with humans). <7. s.'*'e'ss'e.'n se ete ete 
rr CRi ie CME S ST TE DUDES oe Non are ite! «tah te a tithe “aa, its fa ote 
Beaec sete DUN CHemICdL SLOCK ort aos St a Wik A eon eh rae te > 


Evangelism 


Pakistan bishop will enter full-time evangelistic work ........ 


Festivals and Anniversaries 


Protestant, Catholic leaders will join tribute to Ecumenical Patriarch 
Special Feature: ‘Anniversary of a Pioneering Patriarch", by Tatiana 
RAINE VAG 4 cigy dale (sa doy Lepaaue apdaneiet: aii ciphenihe Duane Gartad ei dbetays Ae tte palinentian 
Students call for continuing reformation at Zwingli observance. .... 
Pentecost 1969: Message from the presidents of the World Council of 
UNL. Gil" Oe! efied 's So hat ot chet eet es SMES Lette Ss on eat eee 
SEPOeORLe  1Or easter aavoceted’ py Prat? Lar che’ 4a se es eee ae 
President Kenyatta speaks at Christian council anniversary ...... 
Seamenteal service for iLO golden’ jubilee Fey ee eet ene 
Sete ant eresCed ink SOCLal jUSCLCE’ . St ee a es eels Ss a ete es 
MwEren yesponsipi lity 16 political “dction” .to ses se ee ee Se 


General 


Ecumenical Calendar 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
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Information 


New quarters for Africa's broadcast training centre... ++ .+-+ 4. 
Serene ss Wilda Ceese”™ fly high’.’.*.*. Ses e's 3 se spe cfs ee 8 ee 
New staff member boosts WCC press/radio/TV relations ......+-e.e- 
Italian radio offers Protestant newS . «+ « « « «© © © ¢e « © e « # » 

Feature: "Holy Emptiness at Expo '70",by Wilbert Forker ...... - 
Swedish film on Uppsala wins ecumenical prize... . e+ se e+ ee eee 
Philip Johnson will head new communication group  : =. s = 6 2 je ee ss 


Inter-church Aid 


Big cargo planes bought for Biafra relief flights... s+ +++ -+es 
Inter-church Aid in Spain faces fresh tasks . . se «© © ee © ee ew 
Stop Press: New WCC temporary policy for Nigeria/Biafra relief .... 
Canadian-bought plane joins church airlift . - ee ee eee ee eee 
North African churches aid national development . . . «s+ + + © «+ eo + 
DICARWS seeks shelter for Syrian flood victims . . - s+ + +e ee ees 
Dr. Blake discusses refugee problems with King Hussein and UN envoy . . 
Biafra relief flights set record « «+ + «+ «© + «© ee ee ee ew ee es 
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Inter-church Aid (continued) 


Red. Cross. flies. beanketedsitt: Blatraue [oo aes seomene cee (as lx « oe kerrar a be 
German! agehcy, Potesr $4250000! fork WCC project ny bbaci ise 20s ws ess (eee el ae 
DICARWS: calls: for »moretinds( tolkid Nigeria/Blafrea reiier.". . + <1. sets sie 
Near East refugee ministry to be assessed at consultation ........ 13 
DICARWS appeals for $20;000'\ for Ethiopian ‘quake victims . J. .°.nsiy wee « «L4 
Economists appointed to guide Vietnam rehabilitation programme ...... .15 
Special Feature: "He Lost His Ticket to Paradise!", by Geoffrey Murray . .15 
Joint CCSA/RC specialized team studies development projects in Algeria . . .16 
Churches respond: tosIndidh) flocodadigastersey . 6 ss 5 cls os Fe eee 
Donor gives cheque, for,leprosy work < <w.s. tiene i. Oeme Sh Geey eae! . ben «eee 
Support for.,WCG. proj eet liste tosbe probed Simm. » 2 2 2 sis 2 ies. 2 eee 
DICARWS appeals for $200,000 to shelter 1,000 uprooted families in Syria . .23 


Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Lutheran/ Jewish talks-setsfor\U.Sy.heungs Gas oy 7) -aeanduMls «tener. snuene 
Japanese churchmen visit Russia” 7.0.) . « «=| «+. «. ss) o/s.) 0 «ern 
Slovak Catholic-Orthodox relations cited in Fordham Centre report .... .10 
European Lutheran-Reformed) conversations, held. (<><... snmne «4 viene «aien Seeeee 
New Guinea theological schools form assoOe¢iation) .. i. ss «4% so eusee Fae 
Lutheran-Catholic talks’ find ministry “understanding; £) ihadsese ene See 
Hungarian church invites other Reformed bodies to consultation ...... .19 


Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Representatives. of,,three.world, religions meet #s.«\ sweep s4ethwn eld tas} eee 
EACC names. secretary, for, inter-faith dialogue... jcdieu«t «devil cummin oO 
Lutheran/Jewish, talkssset)forclsS lute Souen by «los Mesias 
India's Protestants/Roman Catholics start inter-religious dialogue ..... 
Christians, mark. GandhisDay oa: .u0 %hi lec «4ous Metal «pose Lal ene eee 
Moslem/Christian dialogue to consider common problems .......2+.e2.6.-s 
Moslem/Christian meeting. agrees,.dialogue needed)... 6. shes «ba annesa dl bee 
New secretary for Churches' Committee on Jewish people slated for '70 .. 


- 
ee 
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International Affairs, War and Peace 


Big’ cargo planes’ bought? for Bistra relief filtentsist it. atana. sae eee 
Swiss churches deplore’ arms shipments “.°. <e.ts «te Waen ad she emis a teeueee 
Protestants in Switzerland sive,$100,000;, for, Biatrasaid, <4 sass ee eee 
Nigerian Church asks WARC to work for ceasefire. iccsaue ayant tee eee 
Christians. condemn Mideastuviolence, .“Unsded aus sa sna et aned stents aaa 
NCC leaders urge refugees' return, fair treatment for Jews ......... 
Pioneering. role for. Commonwealth, suggested. .u.55 05s aed sam anduine Lanne 
Stop Press: New WCC temporary policy for Nigeria/Biafra relief ...... 
NATO held to.id-repression.of Africans. yas sale o) et eM os te ee eee 
Peace conference, to; be, heldyin Soviet. Union pe seus ale ee fee ee ate 
Red Cross gets:new. base. for £lights, to. Biafra’ i". 8y> SSRN y. GOUetG Og ae a 
Canadian-bought plane joins church airlift URIS. Tae fb Pie BO TRUSTe ae 
WCC urged to start’ joint effort to limit arms'to Nigeria J. Yo. .:te8s7. wos 
Support for new Saigon coalition advocated in church study .......e..-. 
First flights to: Biafra from Dahomeyi@vy>. hMGlyay Yee Saye yoga meen te ea 
Metropolitan Nikodim:sees U Thant’**¥ ovo. (6 )2%e. 297 Sa otege S3ege craw, 
Ecumenical’ Institute’'focuses on/alternatives! to %™wariey.e? .eyegijeL oO. Peale ly 
New director named for Churches’ Commission on International Affairs .... 
Halt to bombing of Biafra. relief planes held: essent@@il’y si. 4 25 « eoeee e 
Dr. Blake completes first stage of Midéast) tour) ge'U. se) lee eee 
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International Affairs, War and Peace (continued) 


Guar chen tonfer Jon Middle Eastinuws Kia. nf ware 3 


Churchmen applaud approval of non-proliferation treaty ..... 


UN convention on discrimination goes into effect . 
President Nixon meets WCC general secretary ... 


Reconstruction conference on Vietnam to meet in South-East Asia 


World Council committee pushes relief, rehabilitation in Nigeria/Biafra 


SODEPAX tommittee approves plans for peace consultation .... 
Churches discuss Eukopkan secur neygee. WES RLV a ROMP ew HRS! He fs asta Ot 


Laity 


ppc Feature: "Cold Comfort Farm", by Frances S. Smith... 


Laity's role in mission stressed by EACC ..... 


. 


Special Article: "interView '69 - Man in the 1970s", ‘*. R.M. O'Grady . 


Lay participation in ordaining clergy agreed by Australian Methodists 


Mindolo ecumenical centre has vital role ..... 


Literature and Publications 


First increase in EPS pricaedeinice t' 65 TAG. he ee 
Rew tedttion of (Bible in Yugoslavia .. (2) 5s .0 + ic di 


Common Bible in Arabic approved by new inter-confessional group 
Bible study guide for assembly of World Alliance/ICC 


Catholic tmprimatur given modern New Testament. . 
Mwanda ta gét ecumenical Bible .. s . seis fs epee’ 
New pamphlet on experiments with humans ..... 
Rhodesia bans Martin Luther King's works ..... 
Christian Literature Fund details plans ..... 


Liturgy and Forms of Worship 


Bossey seminar on Orthodox worship includes services 
Order of worship for U.S. churches negotiating union 


Dances for worship services published ...... 


Marxism 


Lesuediiz duo. 


in “Paris bas 
is published 


Task for Christian-Marxist dialogue detailed at Bossey ..... 


Ministry 


Anglicans free clergy from Reformation vow... . 


Lutheran-Catholic talks find ministry "understanding" 


Mission 


Church of Scotland naming technologist .... . 


Feature: "There's Another Side to 'Gay Paree'", by the Rev. George Velten 


e 


Change in world mission emphasis sought by MetHOULGE WOLLL CIAL Parmele, ba fe ( 
Correction to "There's Another Side to: 'Gay Paree'" (No. 1) .. 
Consultation of mission executives considers salvation today .... . 


New laws open door to harassment, India bishops say 


Special Report: "First Rhodesian Urban Church Consultation", by Seavy 


, Carroll . e . e ° e ° . . . . . ° e s ° e . ° e 
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Churches' witness in industry held crucial in Hong Kong report... . 
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Mission (continued) 


African Methodists starting mission in Botswana. ..... at702 ASM ICAL 
Special Report: "A Rural Church Adapts to an Urban Settstae'! » by the 

Rev. John Pritchard “2... 2, Fetal ist siaethe Golo, Sig Bama Mann Rtg Meh tothe Oi meee 
Christian agencies to examine seafaters' problems ... 9... . 6 ee 6 «© wld 
Mission theology debated ‘at’ Rome ‘symposiumos9. 7.) Soe ee me. Op Po ouisentomas 
Morale of Burmese Christians is high, WCC staff member finds ....... .15 
Number of -missilonariesinvAneola drastically cute wav. soa times SAAeieoro 
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Orthodox: 'spokesman)"addresses, Roman Catholics in Spain, .. i. .«.s.ge)ue) as neuen anes 
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Personalities 


Leading church historian; dies in Western U.S., (Latourette) (0.01. 6) uci 
Several memorials honouring Martin Luther King planned .......«« « « « 
Honorary degree for executive committee member (Simatupang) ........ 
Malaysian named youth secretary of East Asia Conference (Cheah). ...... 
World Council. of Churches*announces. appointments) . 4.0. 124. iat, 2h ee 
WCC staff mourns:.slaim African»leader. -Mondlane) nal i a ae. Fe. eee 
Chinese bishop dies. (Chen) is..0.-<. «) sii gai etemee erences wile calls nals ster ere 
New officers elected for Division of Inter-church Aid ........e.ee. 
Winfred Garrison, writer and. Leacher, diesen lees te cs en seein ne 
Rhodesian clergyman given six-year sentence (Sithole) ....... «ate 
New director named for Churches' Commission on International Affairs (Niilus)8 
SODEPAX assistant is.Taizé brother (Brother Christophe). “<.' .:7oe) «0 eee 
Dr. Blake completes first stage of Mideast tour (Order of the Cedar) .... 9 
ISAL .executive named ‘(de ‘Santa Anaywi, 2.) tee. Bark Se Dis ehae. ee eee 
New president of West Germany is strong church supporter (Heinemann) ... .10 
Vatican mission executive visits World Council (Pignedoli) . .. . . . saweue 
Mrs. King: gives. sermon at St.) Paul’ s Catnedta tcc a 5 oon le eel ee 
President Nixon meets’ WCC ceneral secretary . « beur =) 1s)_6 sel, shine, eseae Ot letene 
Priest addéd to NCC start (Geers), as ’cises ieuce et ce niece care ae 
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World Council leaders congratulate Cardinal-designate Willebrands .... .13 
Eisenhower: death draws, Blake Commence a: ences = achusuusaene es aauesuen einen aera ene 
Methodist minister will advise President Kaunda (Colin Morris) ...... .13 


New secretary for Churches' Committee on Jewish people slated for '70 
(Snoek) ee ee ek py wee ee Pe a ae 
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Personalities (continued) 


Bishop Lilje will not seek re-election as VELKD leader .......6-. 
DrewPeter Heyde}: chairman, of *Bossey board; “dies OPV S69 SOAR 
Cardinal Willebrands to head Christian unity secretariat ......e..e. 
Woman minister participates in Catholic cathedral service (Christie) .. 
World Bank president confers with World Council leaders (McNamara) ... 
Bape Sieeki eV visits WCG headquartersp ears er. s Pegs. es ONT SOL Teer 
Finnish Orthodox name new bishop, vote to seek WCC membership 

frets gonamnecernrnne) iY [US Ten Dt Sees, on Stee, Cees Se 
Trinidad senator appointed to joint WCC/Roman Catholic project (Neehal1) 
Philip Johnson will head new communication group... ...-.+.-+ «es 
Pakistan bishop will enter full-time evangelistic work (Ray) ...... 
mace Dry Oldham hailed as*ecumenical pioneer sis ¢ 29s SON 1% RIL 4 
Special Feature: 'Josef L. Hromadka, Pioneer of Dialogue", by the Rev. 

Peeve eere Dente: WoT yi its ale QR RRS, JOSS Phe, Ae 0! BOR: 
New general secretary for Massachusetts council (Walmsley) ....... 
ameceb’ Patriarch Maximos V to»WCC headquarters.) s 6. 4: oe Pew. 
Visser 't Hooft preaches at Oldham memorial service ......24.eee-e 
Peracateminister seconded’: to joint committee sig. Ghee es ce we wh ew» 
Peeweetale Piers nominated for full term's) © BRO. Pate ee ae nies 
eee teeeer uC” Leader.) dies: ati] 60K . ir Ripe MAL, ee lak wee 
"Focus on Athena Athanassiou", by Tatiana Athanasiadis ......... 
PEE rece Ves West (German award.) sic). cits we'd ow si) my, Pemeie! ato Orhed apyd 
Reveesicontoenoninated! (Davidson) 2 2 oi. apcece® maces sth ah ot a whe b, alin ame 
Bishop Sadiq to retire... ; TO oe LRU a CRRA RR. he Uo hy BOM 
ACC names new general poenerusy (Engel) wiita "ds sNchand,otabe’? Site... wise Gg obs oi otk ee chee 


Personal Liberty, Morality 


feeeieor Chistian minister begun -in Rhodésia® J*o7- 0 PAY. See 
Rhodesian clergyman given six-year sentence .... +++ «ee © we os 
Greek professor suspended $2.6 6 « 6 6 ¢ 6 6 # 8 Wie ew ee 8 ere we oe 
Methodist conference calls for repeal of act . . . « « « « © «© e «© «© «@ e 


Race Relations 


Feature Story: "World Council Confronts Race Turmoil", by Frances S.,-Smith. 


Lutheran agency asks new president to revive report on racism ..... 
Black economic development leaders set goals . 2. « 2 ee ee ew we ww 
American Lutherans invest in black banks . . . « « «0 © ese ©. 6 © @ 10 
Consultation on racism announced by WCC executive committee ...... 
South African resettlement policy could affect 600 Lutheran churches . . 
Project equality gets church support in New Jersey . «s+ + + + + + ses 
Race consultation draws experts from six continents ....+.-+.s.6-. 
Programmes to integrate non-whites favoured by Archbishop of Canterbury 
Special Report: "Black Ecumenical Power", by Ernest Boynton. ..... 
UN convention on discrimination goes into effect . - « «+ + « «© ee « « 
Lutherans in South Africa affirm Christian council statement ..... . 
Mrs. King gives sermon at St. Paul s®cathedral dial ot. io Sh ereh, G. 86% 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Oliver Tambo to speak on racism at London 
Meckiacerme 46 «2 PRES. FSU) BME Ce. Be See kSo, Bees ees 
"Discrimination in Sport" challenges New Zealand churches .. +... - 
Bishop Huddleston and Mr. Oliver Tambo to apes 20 TRON Taw fe ele ta 


Black economic conference demands $500 million "reparations" from churches 
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Race Relations (continued) 


National council's race programme lacks financial backing ......e . 
British council of churches wants new immigration law ......ee.- 
"Black Manifesto”. delivered tosmore U.S.cchunches#asmemeneds «oeuell« amas 
Speakers heckled at WCC nace .confenencey.«)» eis). smells oe ehenedeld iw tae 
Prescription»effered .for zacelesschurch !mifsos) «lesanenene dene eodusemeome 
Consultation,speakers, score.British nacists, ssh peek eet weebsnene sels 
Development of racism traced at conferences upue sme Sie «pensye Ue liam ie 
Reparations to black people is WCC consultation question . ....... 


New race policy will be suggested to World Council of Churches ..... 


What. the.papers sgaid .(Race,consulration)ey. 4,400. a2 Seaerosos “eodaees bas 
-Sit-ins bring home black manifesto demands to U.S. denominations .... 
Australian churches want Aboriginals to control reserves .....e+e-. 
Racial unity in Florida, .%. . . @ouebe deeeweeies- Ab gee bens mente 4 ee 
Forman calls strike"at..Inténchurch Centréeg vise. J tgent”. seanbeget- is 
Anglicans in, USA.elect. first black bishop. . 4 .-.-s « « @hse8-Se8b- neue 
White students, arrestedsin.black.area. ginises ie) Muelle OH - VeReoeoeas la wane 
Blacksmanetesto.s sa «\chine > iad oo eee Nellaw ey) &. opsleet. dive eeaet te. 
Rhodesia bans Martin, Luther King's \workGsy) -tcrl\<0- fs easenoun Saas aes 


Refugees, Migrants and Relief 


Holland s°"Wild"Geege™. F1y*hich V7 eee See. ak ee ee 
Réed ‘Cfréss’ gets" new base’ for’ Flights to Biatray © 0. 4h eye a ee eee 
Assyrian Village completed: with ‘WCC;]*UN*funds”™ .°< 2°) < 3's 5 5 & 2s = 
First "£lights ‘to’ Biafra "from? Dahomey*vayew. «ss kee ee ee ee 
Greek ‘Church starts "office for migrantas 6 i t+: 7 Sos Sears" er eee 
Zambian president ‘thanks churchés for feétugée aid”... se ees + ot ete 
Nigerian Christian Council votes rehabilitation programme ....... 
Halt..to bombing, of; Biafra relief. planes held essentials ceset.iecreasenene 
French Christians urge, Mideast. settlement ad. acs pada eee eee Peele) See 
Tour of Jordanian ‘camp. shows refugees .bhtterness |... dawamomeme ness 5- ee 
Biafra relief flights set record <. . «e)spescue « «een. See eres 
Red Cross flies. bean: seeds; to, Biahta. da.tanaads eat anne Geen one eee 
Reconstruction conference on Vietnam to meet in South-East Asia .... 
World Council committee pushes relief, rehabilitation in Nigeria/Biafra 
Lutheran World Federation plans Nigeria/Biafra programme ........ 


Ministry*to Angolan ‘refugees Grows .) cic «. shame ene cee ee ee 


AACC: Seminar. considers African refucce problems, . oe oy s.0.> sienees Sue 
Economists appointed to guide Vietnam rehabilitation programme ..... 
Special Feature: "He Lost His Ticket to Paradise!", by Geoffrey Murray 
King ‘Kigeli*V visits WCC béacquarters .  . “ssp. ste) wy coe fs ee 
Day of. fasting suggested, to. world siMethodiste .ceea« Sibeteseesunenes one 
Move to limit foreign workers opposed by Swiss churches ........ 
European committee to encourage migrants to organize ........ee-. 
Presbyterians, to. purchase Tish Tor, Bigitgans« ss 69s so ene ase eee 


Religious Liberty 


Sag 


Indonesia's minister of religion discusses religious tolerance ..... 
New Laws open’ door,to harassment, “Indiacbishopsisays wodeaves- as wowed 
Religious leaders united in opposing Yasukuni shrine .......+.-s 
Churches disturbed inCentrabeindialw sy aed Sve eee ee ee 
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Renewal 


Special Article: "“interView '69 - Man in the 1970s", by R.M. O'Grady .. .18 
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Sacraments 
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Social, Political and Legal Problems, and Christian Action 
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Social ‘Service 


India's Christian hospitals take first step to co-operation ....4.s4++-5 
European churches will study diaconal ministry . . 1... 62+ e+ ee ee ee 5 
World Youth Projects experiment With ews LORMS. OF MATESUTU Gata 00 ous sara, fone 
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Representatives of three world religions meet .....++-+-eecce 
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Women and Children 


Special Article: "Uganda Mayor is New Voice in World Council of Churches' 
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50 “year’s "*'serviter i "eee ne te et neta cas cst et censor 


Youth and Students 


Malaysian named youth secretary of East Asia conference .....ee.-«. 
Students call for continuing reformation at Zwingli observance .... 
Three Christian student groups in Sweden are united .....-e«-s+e-e. 
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Power and its use engages British youth ".”.  .° 2s citsjie\s gee eiiien potions 
Youth claim voice at DutCh Synod sn sii) union sa bite Uk eG hee eral 
World Youth Projects experiment with new forms of ministry ...... 
University Christian Movement in U.S. abolished after vote ...... 
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Student unrest examined ati. WSCF consultations. 5 we uae) bo eee te 


Leave revolutions to Third World and change West's structures, SCM told 
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Record attendance seen at World YMCA conference 2 5 2°. 3 = «is mas 
Special youth project voted by World YWCA executive body ....... 
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ATOMIC WEAPONS HELP 
PEACE EFFORT 


Céligny, Switzerland, (EPS) -- Members of a consultation here on the 
alternatives to war were told that utopian disarmament campaigners re- 
gretted the switch from total and universla disarmament to partial measures. 


The consultation organized by the Ecumenical Institute here was one in a 
series on reconciliation. It was attended by 45 international lawyers, 
researchers in war and paace, representatives of protest movements and 
Christian social ethics teachers. 


Sydney Bailey, a British Quaker who spoke on "current trends in world 
politics" said the total disarmers were right in insisting that there can be 
no partial ban on germ warfare. Mr. Bailey said the switch from total and 
universal disarmament arose from a "growing recognition that weapons may be 
an intrinsic source of international tension", quite apart from the conflicts 
of which weapons are only a symptom. 


Mr. Bailey listed twenty trends during the past ten years, among which were 
"from cold war to peaceful co-existence" and "renewed interest in UN collec- 
tive security". 


Economic sanctions against countries have been a failure and military sanc- 
tions are an impossibility, the consultation was told by Professor Ulrich 
Scheuner. Professor Scheuner from the faculty of law at Bonn University 
said "a great effort is needed to obtain the full realization of the pro- 
hibition of force" that is present in international law but is absent in 
international politics. 


Scheuner who spoke on "sources of conflict and war from the viewpoint of 
international law", said Christian conscience cannot acquiesce in a situa- 
tion in which peace is secured through a fragile equilibrium only resting 
upon the dissuading deterrent atomic weapons. The Christian Church must "ask 
for a better and more stable and secure international order" the German 
lawyer said. 


A definitive peace, the jurist said, can only be maintained when order is 
founded upon justice. He saw the struggle for greater justice in economic 
relations between nations as a peacekeeping action. 


Developing nations would welcome the ability to be a threat to developed 
nations Prof. Samuel Parmar of India told the consultation. Known as an 
authority on’ development in under-developed countries Professor Parmar said 

if the threat was possible the economically weak nations would have a leverage 
to force the rich nations to "pursue more egalitarian international policies". 


The Indian economist said that India after three five-year plans and 22 years 


of political independence was suffering from greater economic inequality 
than before 1947. He said this was due to "neo-colonialism by invitation". 
Aid, he said, is only good if it generates a process of production and 
international exchange which makes the initial transfers self-liquidating. 


The conference which began on June 26 ended on July 2:56 


No. 24 - 3rd July, 1969 8 


DR. BLAKE APPEALS TO 
NIGERIAN/BIAFRAN LEADERS 


Geneva, (EPS).-- The World Council of Churches has appealed to the leaders 
of Nigeria and Biafra to let relief supplies into Biafra. 


"The humanitarian aspect of people in need should be the guiding principle 
not only for those working for possible ways of overcoming the difficulties 


.,,but.also for the authorities in charge" Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the Council's 


general secretary said in a telex message to the two leaders at the weekend. 
The message was also sent to the Christian councils in Biafra and Nigeria. 


"It is the moral duty of all to bring help to fellow human beings in need, 
whoever they are and wherever they may be", Dr. Blake said. 


Over the last. two weeks there has been only a trickle in relief aid arriving 
in Biafra compared to the 40 flights a night in previous months. As a result 
the lives of millions of women, children and old people are at stake. 


"It is. our hope that a solution to this serious human problem can be found 
and found very soon, be it in the form of daylight flights or relief supplies 
by sea or overland", Dr. Blake said. 


The World Council of Churches while not itself directly involved in the relief 
operation has operated through the two Christian councils, and given support 
to the International Red Cross and Joint Church Aid for relief work on both 
sides of the.conflict. 


The text.of the message: "The closing down of the relief flights for the 
starving and needy civilian population on one side of the Nigeria/Biafra 
conflict has caused deep concern within the World Council of Churches and 
member churches throughout the world. It is our hope that a solution to 
this serious human problem can be found and found very soon be it in the 
form of daylight flights or relief supplies by sea or overland. 


"The WCC whilst not itself directly involved in the relief operation has 
nevertheless wholeheartedly supported the work of the two Christian Councils... 
one on each side of the conflict. 


"Tt is the moral duty of all to bring help to fellow human beings in need 
whoever they are and wherever they may be. At this critical time the WCC 

is seriously concerned that this humanitarian aspect of people in need should 
be the guiding principle not only for those working for possible ways of 
overcoming the difficulties but also for the authorities in charge. As things 
stand the lives of millions of innocent Tee" Bi women, children, and old 
people are at stake." Text ends. 


The World Council of Churches groups 234 churches of Anglican, Protestant, 
. Orthodox and Old Catholic traditions in its membership. 
EPS 
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WORLD COUNCIL'S POLICY COMMITTEE 
TO MEET IN CANTERBURY 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Burning issues of world impact will be dis- 
cussed at the four-year old university in this ancient see of Anglicanism 
when the World Council of Churches’ policy-making Central Committee meets 
here next month,(August 12-23). 


In an agenda made public this week the Council's committee will hear reports 
on racism, the Middle East and the civil war in Nigeria/Biafra. 


The 120-member committee will include representatives from the member churches 
in. South Africa, Lebanon, USA, England, Ireland and Asia. 


Officials of the Council's secretariats responsible for the working papers 
ofthe committee were confident that there will be "steps in the right 
direction" taken by the committee but they were tight-lipped on what the 
directions would be. Nevertheless it is understood that the recommendations 
from the race consultation sponsored by the Council in London in May will 
come before the policy-making group to discuss and come up with a programme 
of “ecumenical action" for the Council's 234 member churches. 


The London consultation on racism included a call for an extension of sanctions 
on Rhodesia and serious consideration by the comiittee on "reparations". 


The findings of a consultation on the Middle East held in London in March 
will also come before the Central Committee. Prior to the consultation 

the Council's general secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, made a 12-day visit 
to the countries engaged in the conflict. There he conferred with heads 

of state and leaders of the Orthodox churches together with the Christian 
councils in Egypt and the Lebanon. 


The Council's role in the Nigeria/Biafran civil war will also be debated. 
Throughout the two-year-old war the WCC has not been directly involved in 
the relief operation, but has given its support through the two Christian 
councils to relief work on both sides. The Council which has members in 
Biafra and Federal Nigeria has been careful to preserve its neutrality in 
the conflict. 


A report from the Joint Working Group of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council will be presented. Indications are that the composition of 

the study group to consider possible Roman Catholic membership in the Council 
will come before the Committee. Pope Paul spoke of such a group when he 
addressed the World Council during his visit to Geneva in June. 


A preliminary work study report on the 21-year-old Council will be given by 
Bishop James Mathews who chairs a structure committee appointed by the WCC 
fourth assembly last year. The final report of this committee is not due 
until January, 1971. It is understood that Bishop Mathews will indicate the 
direction in which the work-study is going. 


Reports from the Council's divisions and departments will include those of 

World Mission and Evangelism and the Commission on Faith and Order. On Sunday, 
August 17, committee members will take part in an ecumenical service at London's 
City Temple and afterwards attend a luneheon in the Crypt of Guildhall. 


EPS 
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HUNGARIAN CHURCHES 
AID PROGRESS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Protestant churches in Hungary have contributed towards 
the progress of Hungary and supported efforts for national independence 
Mr. Joseph Prantner, Hungarian Secretary of State for Church Affairs said 
here during a three-day visit. 


The government minister who visited the headquarters of the World Council 
of Churches conferred with Council members and representatives of the 
Lutheran World Federation and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Interviewed during his visit he said international Christian groups can “help 
believers and non-believers, Christians and Marxists, to co-operate still 
more than in the past in the interest of development and the future of mankind". 


Mr. Prantner said the invitation to visit Geneva "will help considerably to 
promote the further development of 20 years of co-operation in many fields, 
despite ideological differences". 


Asked about the ecumenical situation in his country, the Hungarian official 
called attention to increasing Protestant-Roman Catholic co-operation and 
said that Hungarian Protestantism has "made a great contribution towards 

the progress of the Hungarian people and towards the welfare of the whole of 
mankind", 


Protestant churches in Hungary, he said, have found their ‘modus vivendi' 
in the socialist society and at the same time have remained true to "the 
progressive traditions of their churches". 


"In accordance with this attitude", he continued, "these churches have 
supported the efforts for national independence and for the general progress 
of society." 


"Following the exmmple of Hungarian Protestantism, Hungarian Catholicism has 
also found a ‘modus vivendi' with its people and with the socialist society 
in Hungary. The co-operation of all the churches in Hungary helps to 
strengthen the ethical-political unity of our people." 


EPS 
URBAN MISSION COURSE 
CONCLUDED IN KENYA 
Nairobi, (EPS) -- A five-month course called "Ministry in Cities" has con- 


cluded here with ministers from ten African nations having lived in a 
shanty-town for five days and worked on sugar estates, building sites and 
studied the effects of drug addiction. 


The course sponsored by the All Africa Conference of Churches was aimed at 
the urban ministry programmes now being undertaken by most denominations in 
Africa. 


Seminars were held on city life; drifters from rural to city life; social 
effects of slum clearance and a week's intensive study with the Kenya Christian 
Council's industrial team at Mombasa. 

EPS 
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AMERICAN METHODISTS VOTE 
FUNDS FOR BLACK CAUCUS 


Natick, Massachusetts, (EPS) -- The New England Conference of the United 
Methodist Church voted here to move towards contributing $235,000 to Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal. 


A resolution from the black caucus had asked $500,000 annually for four 
years. No action was taken on the $2 million total request. 


The issue was hotly debated for four hours before the clergy and lay dele- 
gates voted to include the $235,000 in the 1970 budget if regulations permit. 
Bishop James K. Mathews noted that $183,000 of the sum envisaged for the 
blacks would require legal permission to release. 


Meanwhile, the United Methodist Conference of Western Pennsylvania voted 

an. outright grant of $100,000 to the Interfaith Housing Corporation sponsored 
by the Pittsburgh Area Council of Churches. It also resolved to "make an 
honest effort to understand the intent and substance of the Black Manifesto". 
That document seeks $500 million in "reparations" from the white religious 
community in the U.S. 


The New England Methodist conference decision did not directly involve the 
National Black Economic Development Conference (NBEDC) which issued the © 

manifesto. On a national level the black Methodist group has identified © 
itself with NBEDC and with the concept of "reparations" from the churches. 


The. Rev. William B. McClain, a Boston South End pastor and black caucus | 
chairman in the conference, presented the resolution asking for funds. 


The sums asked, he said, would enable black Methodist churches’ and others 
to minister to the needs of the black community. 


Leaders of the caucus were not happy with the outcome, claiming that the 
funds voted did not represent "reparations". Mr. McClain and the Rev. 
Gilbert H. Caldwell, superintendent of the Boston district, said: 


"Our cause is clear. We do not feel that the New England Conference.. has 
acted responsibly to the call of the Black Methodists for Church Renewal." 
EPS 


GREEK BISHOP NAMED TO 
HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL STAFF 


Cambridge, Massachusetts, (EPS) -- A bishop of the Church of. Greece who is, 
completing his doctoral studies in the New Testament at Harvard University 
has been named the second Arthur Darby Nock Fellow at Harvard Divinity School. 


Bishop Demetrius Trakatellis of Vresthena, who began his studies here in 
1965 and returned to Greece for consecration in 1967, will. complete his 
graduate studies at the divinity school. 


An outstanding scholar in biblical studies and the origins of Christianity, 
the bishop expects to return to Athens after his doctoral work and give pocet— 
ship to the theological education of the Greek clergy. ioc 
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
SPONSORS PEACE CONFERENCE 


Zagorsk, Soviet Union, (EPS) -- Representatives of all religious groups in 

the Soviet Union and guests from over 40 foreign countries began a four-day 
conference here this week to discuss international co-operation in the struggle 
for peace. 


The, conference is. sponsored by the Russian Orthodox Church, whose 92-year-old 
leader, Patriarch Alexii, addressed delegates in the Troitse Sergeyev mona- 
stery of this ancient ecclesiastic centre north of Moscow. 


Premier Alexei Kosygin, in a message read out as the conference began, 
wished the participants "successful work to the benefit of the cause of peace". 


He told them: "The Soviet government consistently conducts a policy of peace 
and friendship among nations. It constantly strives to avert the threat of 

a new world war and highly appreciates all efforts, including those of 
religious organizations, in reaching this goal." 


In his speech Patriarch Alexii said the main motivation for holding the con- 
ference was the Vietnam war, the Middle East conflict, tension in Europe and 
suffering in many countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


After the plenary opening session, the conference was splitting up into sub- 
committees to discuss various agenda points before reassembling for a final 
plenary session and adoption of a document. 


The foreign guests, many from Islamic countries, will be allowed to speak 
but will have no vote on the document. 
EPS 


COMPLETE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE EMBARGOED: For release 00.01 hrs. 
WLLL BE AVAILABLE IN MARCH Saturday, July 5, 1969 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The complete New English Bible will be available in March, 
1970, according to a joint announcement made by Oxford University Press and 
Cambridge University Press. 


In 1961 the New Testament of the New English Bible was issued. Seven million 
copies have been sold. Translation of the Old Testament and the Apocrypha 
will complete the version which was launched in 1947 by the universities. 


A Joint Committee composed of representatives of British Protestant and 
Anglican churches, the British and Foreign Bible Society, the National Bible 
Society of Scotland and Roman Catholic observers supervised the translation. 


Scholars working on the version studied Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek texts. The 
New English Bible is marked by the use of contemporary idioms as close to 
original meanings as possible. 


A one-volume edition and a library edition of three separate volumes will be 


available... 
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WCC GENERAL SECRETARY 
TO MEET GERMAN LEADERS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, will make a three-day official visit to Bonn on July 
10 to meet government and church representatives it was announced here 
this week. 


Dr. Blake who will be accompanied by Mr. Frank Northam will meet the President 
of the Republic, Gustav Heinemann, Chancellor Kurt Kiesinger, Foreign Minister 
Willy Brandt and other government ministers including Dr. Erhard Eppler, 
Minister for Economic Co-operation. 


He will also meet Bishop Hermann Kunst and representatives of the German 
Church Council (EKD). The German Church Council will also hold a reception 
for church and diplomatic representatives. 


The visit is seen here as a continuation of Dr. Blake's visits to heads of 
governments. Earlier this year he conferred with President Nixon following 
his visit to the Middle East where he met President Nasser, King Hussein 
and President Helou. 

EPS 


CANADIAN CHURCH CONDEMNS 
RHODESIAN REFERENDUM 


Toronto, Ontario, (EPS) -- The United Church of Canada's committee on inter- 
national affairs issued a scorching condemnation of "the reactionary and 
oppressive measures" taken by the breakaway Rhodesian government. . 


Through its executive, the committee sent the statement to External Affairs 
Secretary Mitchell Sharp, with a copy to Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau. 
Canada was urged to co-operate in any measures on Rhodesia adopted by the 
United Nations. 


The statement said, "The results of the June 20 referendum in Rhodesia con- 
firms our worst fears that the intention of the Smith régime is to permanently 
subject the African majority to white domination and that the African voting 
rights are already meaningless as organs of self-determination." 


Three years ago, the 22nd General Council of the United Church sent resolu- 
tions to Ottawa reaffirming its stand against the policy of apartheid adopted 
by Rhodesia and asking for reinforcement of existing sanctions. It ALE 
recommended that if all else failed, Canada should actively support a "police 
action" to unseat the illegal minority government of Ian Smith. 


The latest statement said, 'The time has come for all Canadians who endorse 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (adopted by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations) to bear witness to their convictions. Those govern- 
ments whose reactionary measures are an affront to the Christian conscience 
and a threat to world peace, should be exposed and condemned." 

EPS 


No. 24 - 3rd July, 1969 9 


STRESS POVERTY, NOT DEFENCE, 
QUAKERS TELL PRESIDENT 


Wilmington, Delaware, (EPS) -- American Quakers have told President Nixon 
that overcoming poverty is more important than being defensively strong. 


The group issued a "reminder" to the Chief Executive, who is of Quaker 
background, saying that maintenance of U.S. military might was less import- 
ant than rebuilding the country and lifting the burden of poverty everywhere. 


The Quakers were meeting in a symposium on the "Escalation of Violence" 
during their General Conference here. 


A resolution from the study unit recommended that the U.S. initiate "an 
immediate withdrawal of troops in Vietnam", and more than the total 
suggested by the Administration. 


Troop withdrawal, the resolution said, would help Paris negotiators imple- 
ment plans for an interim government in South Vietnam in which all citizens 
could participate. 


A group which discussed violence was one of a number which met during the 
conference to "thresh out" problems in Quaker fashion. A group on education 
proposed that Quakers use their "peace-making skills" to bring about con- 
structive solutions in campus conflicts. 


EPS 
CANADIAN LUTHERANS ADOPT 
SOCIAL STATEMENTS 
Edmonton, Canada, (EPS) -- Social statements on international. responsibility, 


housing, and day care services were unanimously adopted here at the fourth 
biennial convention of the Canadian section of the Lutheran Church in America. 


The committee on Social Concerns, presented the statements as expressions 

of the majority opinion of the church membership. In one statement the 
government is urged to attain as quickly as possible the stated objectives 

of setting aside one per cent of the gross national product for international 
development. 


Concerning housing, the statement says that the church should be a partner 
in planning and projects, and should actively support housing for lower- 
income groups. It also says the church should support the principal that 
users of public housing be involved in the decision-making process. 


The statement on day care services cites various concerns abott the basic 
needs of the young child. It suggests that community and industry, who both 
benefit from the services of "working mothers", have a responsibility to 
meet the needs, not of the “working mothers", but of the young children con- 
cerned. The statement asks the church to use its facilities for day care 
services and to mobilize public opinion to "look what is happening to young 
children". . 
EPS 
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PRIESTS REPORTED TORTURED 
IN SPAIN 


Paris, (EPS) -- Two Basque priests from Bilbao in a letter to the World 
Council of Churches said 125 of their compatriots were tortured in buildings 
belonging to the Conmmissariats of the Basque provinces in Spain. 


The two priests who have taken refuge here wrote that on June 2 five priests 
who were on a hunger strike from May 30 in the office of the Bishop of 
Bilbao, protesting against the persecution of their people were arrested by 
the police. The letter also said that 60 other priests had crossed the 
frontier and took refuge abroad because of the threat of torture. 


A manifesto published by the priests who undertook the hunger strike reads: 
"We request Mer. Cirarda, the apostolic administrator of the diocese of 
Bilbao, to denounce clearly the oppression and violence which the Basque 
people are suffering, and to launch an appeal to the conscience of Christians 
concerning the use of torture by the police." They also asked for the Inter- 
national Red Cross to undertake an enquiry into the police-tortures. 


EPS 
WOMAN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGIAN 
APPOINTED BY CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
New York, (EPS) -- A woman theologian and Protestant minister - Dr. Letty 


Mandeville Russell - has been named to the faculty of Roman Catholic Man- 
hattan College's department of religious studies. 


Dr. Russell, who was ordained a United Presbyterian minister in 1958, served 
as pastor for 10 years at the bilingual Church of the Ascension in East 
Harlem. She left in 1968 to complete work for her doctor of theology 

degree at Union Theological Seminary. 


The new assistant professor at Manhattan holds a'master of sacred theology 
degree from Union Seminary. She also majored in biblical history at 
Wellesley College and graduated from the Harvard Divinity School. 


In addition to her decade at Ascension parish, she was co-ordinator for 
another ghetto-area unit known as the East Harlem Protestant Parish, and 
worked with two Catholic priests to establish the grass-roots ecumenical 
project called "Emmaus House". 

duty A ere) 


POLISH CHURCHES CELEBRATE 
NATION'S SILVER JUBILEE 


Warsaw, (EPS) -- The Polish Council of Churches to which eight non-Roman 
churches belong, held a special service to celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the Polish People's Republic on June 22. Dr. Andrej Wantula, bishop of 
the Lutheran Church in Poland, stressed the ecumenical connections of the 
Polish churches and their good relations with the state. 

EPS 
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Special Feature 


PENTECOSTALISM AND THE THIRD WORLD 


By Walter J. Hollenweger 
WCC Staff Member 


| 
In its 60 years of existence the Pentecostal Movement has experienced an 
amazing growth. It began in a bumble Negro church in Los. Angeles, but 
swept from there throughout. the world. 


In some countries of Africa and Latin,America it has. by. far outnumbered 
traditional Protestantism. In Italy, Russia, France and Scandinavia it is 
the most rapidly growing religious movement. The total adherence of 
Pentecostalism is evaluated between 15 and 35 million. 


Uncertainty on statistics is not, because many Pentecostal denominations 
do not care for exact numbers but.that. a considerable number of. great 
Pentecostal denominations are not. known as they.do not have relationship 
with any missionary society. Researchers are not sure .as to which 
denomination should be called "Pentecostal". I have proposed in my 
history on Pentecostalism ("Enthusiastisches Christentum", Ziirich and 
Wuppertal 1969) to call a church "Pentecostal" .when.it;teaches at least 
two subsequent and different crisis experiences in, the life of.a believer, 
the second one being mostly - but not always - characterized by speaking 
in tongues. 


What is the reason for this rapid growth? The Pentecostals themselves 
attribute it to the Holy Spirit, enabling the Pentecostal evangelists to 
preach the Gospel "with signs following", which consists according to 

St. Mark C.16 in healing the sick, speaking in tongues and performing 
other miracles. The sociologist - although neither competent nor willing 
to deny nor confirm this statement - would. point to the fact that where 
Pentecostals grow they have been successful in contacting the disinherited 
and the under-privileged. In a Latin American Society there are the 
poor, in an African Society these are. the people, who, coming from the 
country, are looking for work in the towns without having the necessary 
professional skill. In America.and Europe one finds these under- 
privileged among the university professors and directors of companies, 
who are looking for a spontaneous personal orientation.in religion and 
who are tired of a religion which adds to their professional problems 
those of the theologians. 


In this context speaking in tongues plays a great role, allows prayer in 
a non-rational meditative language, an important prayer experience for 
the rationally unskilled as well as for the intellectually over-burdened 
academician, an experience which made the Apostle Paul saying: "The one 
that speaks in tongues betters himself." 


Through the unexpected proliferation of Pentecostal manifestations in 
the Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian and Lutheran Churches in USA 
and Europe; through the recent conversations between some Pentecostal 


(more) 
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denominations and the World Council of Churches, the Pentecostal movement 
has anew caught the attention of sociologists and missiologists. Manoel 
de Mello, a Brazilian Pentecostal leader, declared that his one million 
denomination will join the WCC, although he felt like Ezekiel in the 
valley of the dry bones at the Fourth Assembly in Uppsala. De Mello gave 
two reasons for his decision: the WCC needs the impact of a spontaneous 
charismatic liturgy and the Pentecostal movement needs the social and 
political orientation of the WCC. Another Latin American Pentecostal 
leader, Alfredo Ramirez has given a similar report before the General 
Assembly of the Iglesia Metodista Pentecostal de Chile probably the 
biggest Protestant denomination in that country, with 300,000 members. 


What is the future of the Pentecostal movement? It has two possibilities. 
It can adapt itself to the main-line churches, adopting a fundamentalistic 
theology and a written liturgy. In building schools and seminars in the 
USA and in Europe this process is in full swing for the bigger part of 

the European and North American Pentecostal churches, although there are 
still considerable differences between the Italian and the USA Pentecostals. 
The former is two thirds of Italian Protestantism and attracts through 
their spontaneous and participatory worship in the South of Italy a class 

of people, which one rarely finds in other Protestant or even in Catholic 
churches. 


The other possibility is that the Pentecostal Movement develops into a 
really proletarian church, which not only gives a biblical articulation 
to the suffering of these under-privileged but also creates a Christian 
hope which can evolve in shaping a genuine poor people's theology, a 
post-literary liturgy, a non-bourgeois social and political programme. 
Beginnings of such developments are to be seen in Africa and Latin 
America. Some specialists believe that Christians in Africa and Latin 
America will outnumber the Christians in the othe1 three continents by 
the year 2000. And as the majority or at least a very considerable part 
of this Christianity will belong to the. spontaneous non-literary 
Pentecostal type, which does not think along systematic and logical lines, 
but in parables and associations, Christians whose main medium of 
communication is not the book nor the newspaper but the proverb, the 
chorus, the joke, the television- and radio-programme, it might become 
crucial for the ecumenical fellowship, if really it wants to remain (or 
become) fully ecumenical to put some thinking into the way through which 
theological and organizational fellowship with the ever growing number of 
this type of Christians might be taken up. 


In Latin American and African Pentecostal services the biblical message 

is communicated in a socially "embodied" form; if dancing and singing is 
the form of communication in this culture, the embodying of the message 

is in dancing and singing. If eating and walking together on a pilgrimage 
to a mountain top is a form of communication in the respective culture, 
eating and pilgrimage will be the embodying of the message. 


Pentecostals call this process of translation and interpretation the work 
of the Holy Ghost. From a traditional understanding of the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit there are questions to be put over against this viewpoint. 
But before asking these questions let us hear carefully the questions 
which these Christians of the post-literary age have to put to us. 

EPS 
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denominations and the World Council of Churches, the Pentecostal movement 
has anew caught the attention of sociologists and missiologists. Manoel 
de Mello, a Brazilian Pentecostal leader, declared that his one million 
denomination will join the WCC, although he felt like Ezekiel in the 
valley of the dry bones at the Fourth Assembly in Uppsala. De Mello gave 
two reasons for his decision: the WCC needs the impact of a spontaneous 
charismatic liturgy and the Pentecostal movement needs the social and 
political orientation of the WCC. Another Latin American Pentecostal 
leader, Alfredo Ramirez has given a similar report before the General 
Assembly of the Iglesia Metodista Pentecostal de Chile probably the 
biggest Protestant denomination in that country, with 300,000 members. 


What is the future of the Pentecostal movement? It has two possibilities. 
It can adapt itself to the main-line churches, adopting a fundamentalistic 
theology and a written liturgy. In building schools and seminars in the 
USA and in Europe this process is in full swing for the bigger part of 

the European and North American Pentecostal churches, although there are 
still considerable differences between the Italian and the USA Pentecostals. 
The former is two thirds of Italian Protestantism and attracts through 
their spontaneous and participatory worship in the South of Italy a class 

of people, which one rarely finds in other Protestant or even in Catholic 
churches. 


The other possibility is that the Pentecostal Movement develops into a 
really proletarian church, which not only gives a biblical articulation 
to the suffering of these under-privileged but also creates a Christian 
hope which can evolve in shaping a genuine poor people's theology, a 
post-literary liturgy, a non-bourgeois social and political programme. 
Beginnings of such developments are to be seen in Africa and Latin 
America. Some specialists believe that Christians in Africa and Latin 
America will outnumber the Christians in the other three continents by 
the year 2000. And as the majority or at least a very considerable part 
of this Christianity will belong to the. spontaneous non-literary 
Pentecostal type, which does not think along systematic and logical lines, 
but in parables and associations, Christians whose main medium of 
communication is not the book nor the newspaper but the proverb, the 
chorus, the joke, the television- and radio-programme, it might become 
crucial for the ecumenical fellowship, if really it wants to remain (or 
become) fully ecumenical to put some thinking into the way through which 
theological and organizational fellowship with the ever Bt SPEDE number of 
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the form of communication in this culture, the embodying of the message 

is in dancing and singing. If eating and walking together on a pilgrimage 
to a mountain top is a form of communication in the respective culture, 
eating and pilgrimage will be the embodying of the message. 


Pentecostals call this process of translation and interpretation the work 
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SODEPAX REVIEWS 
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS 


Bossey, near Geneva, (EPS) -- "The world is moving as though to a Niagara 
of chaos..."" This was the warning issued by Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward), 
a British internationally known economist, to clergymen and laymen who are 
members of the Joint Committee on Society, Development and Peace as they 
met here at the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, 
JU 2°36 20, 


Fifty-four participants from thirteen nations met for four days to consider 
the crucial issues confronting the churches and cultures of the world. 


Development, national and international, was cited as i priority to which 
all churches, Protestant, Urthodox and Roman Catholic, should address them- 
selves. ''The human family", one report stated, "possesses the resources 
required for world development, but the public and political will to do what 
is needed is significantly lacking." The report further indicated that "the 
Church has a unique and vital role to play in this process of forming a 
public conscience. Perhaps this is her greatest role, one that is more 
urgent than direct church operation in development". 


This was stressed at the annual ineeting of the Joint Committee on Society, 
Develcpment and Peace (SODEPAX), which has been constituted by the World 
Council of Churches and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace to 
review and examine critically past and present programmes’ and to suggest 
future policies and programmes. In expressing a desire to join in a Day of 
World Peace instituted by Pope Paul VI this year, the committee cautioned 
that "the danger of irrelevant and purely churchly observance of the Day of 
World Peace could be avoided only in so far as in each region and nation 
public manifestations of Christian protest against violence and injustice 
went along with the devout prayers of the faithful". 


Such issues, and their theological implications, as education for development, 
influencing structures (both in societies and churches), and Christian co- 
operation with men of other faiths and ideologies in social justice, develop- 
ment and peace were also considered by the committee and will be subjects 

of extensive study by special work groups sponsored by SODEPAX. Co-chairmen 
of the SODEPAX committee are Mgr. Joseph Gremillion, Secretary of the Ponti- 
fical Commission Justice and Peace and Mr. Max Kohnstamm, appointed by the 
World Council of Churches. 


In a concluding statement, the co-chairmen indicated the significant pro- 
gress which has been made by SODEPAX since its initial meetings such as 
Beirut in 1968. "This meeting and recent task group meetings around the 
world", they said, "have exhibited a new awareness on the part of the world- 
wide Christian community that the massive issues of society, development 

and peace must be met by equally massive resources and intensive efforts in 
every region of the world." They called upon "the Church, the churches and 
every human bearing the name 'Christian' to redouble their efforts and 
commitment to alleviate suffering and oppression of every kind and to 
promote the sanctity of every man in the sight of God". 


EPS 
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ANGLICANS "NO", METHODISTS "YES" 
IN UNION VOTE 


London, (EPS) -- The Anglican Church failed to get the votes needed to 
join the Methodists in the first stage of a plan for eventual union when 
they voted at a joint convocation here on Tuesday. 


The two churches meeting separately voted simultaneously on a plan which 
needed a 75 per cent majority to succeed. 


It was passed in Birmingham by the Methodists who were holding their annual 
conference. They voted 524 in support and 153 against: a majority of 77.4 
per cent. 


At Westminster the Anglicans voted 263 for and 116 against: 6 per cent short 
of the required majority. Five bishops voted against the union scheme; 38 
voted in favour. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, said immediately after the 
vote that the motion did not have the authority of the convocations and was 
lost. 


Thus after 13 years of discussions and five hours of debate with half-an-hour 
of silent prayer on Tuesday, the Anglicans who initiated the discussions 
with the Methodists failed to give their approval to the scheme. 


But in Birmingham, Dr. Harold Roberts who led the Methodists during the 
discussions said the Anglican vote was "simply deferring" union between the 
two churches. 


He predicted a similar scheme would be demanded by parish people within the 
next two years. He did say, however, "it will be very difficult at this 
stage to resume conversations". 


During the debate at Westminster one clergyman gave a hint of the mind of 
"middle of the road Anglicans" when he said not only the Anglo-Catholics 
within the church were against it but a large number of his own kind. This 
was borne out in the final vote which somewhat embarrassed the Anglicans 
after learning that the Methodists had voted in favour of stage one of the 
two-stage scheme. 


Earlier in the day the Archbishop of Canterbury in a rousing appeal for a 
"yes" from the Anglicans warned against a secondebest kind of vote that 
would only prolong the misery of church politics. 


He told reporters after the vote that he was sad and that ahead lay "un- 
happiness and unprofitable discussions". "The vote is good enough to look 
forward to the same proposals being put forward in the not too distant future." 


The thirteen years' discussions have been littered with decisions, alter- 
ations, controversy, hope and uncertainty. The blueprint for the scheme 
was drawn up by a committee of 24 - 12 appointed from each church - in 


January 1963. (more) 
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The next step forward in the search for union by the two churches will 
not be worked out immediately. Union leaders in both churches were hope- 
ful that the "no" by the Anglicans will be met as a challenge. But most 
remembered the Archbishop of Canterbury's warning in January "that a big 
wave of impatience" would spread through England if the unity plans were 
defeated. 

EPS 


SERBIAN PATRIARCH 
TO VISIT GENEVA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- His Holiness German, Patriarch of Serbia, will visit the 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches on July 28 the Council 
announced this week. 


The Patriarch will hold "working sessions" with the executive staff of the 
World Council and will visit the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near here. 


The Patriarch was elected a president of the World Council at its fourth 
assembly in Sweden last July. He has been Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church since 1958 and lives in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. The 70-year-old pre- 
late studied law at the Sorbonne in Paris and theology at the university 

of Belgrade. 


In 1952 after the death of his wife and shortly after becoming a monk, he 
was consecrated Bishop of Budapest. In 1956 he became Bishop of Zica. 


It is understood the Patriarch will attend part of the Central Committee 
meetings in Canterbury, England, next month and meet Dr. Michael Ramsey, 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

EPS 


CHURCH LEADER TO COMMENT 
ON MOON LANDING 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, will comment on man's arrival on the moon over NBC 
(USA) television as the astronauts set foot on the lunar surface on July 21. 


NBC will carry the comments live via satellite from a London studio to 
their network throughout the United States. 


EPS 


LUTHERAN CHURCHES SIGN UNION AGREEMENT 


St. Louis, Missouri, (EPS) -- The 21,589-member Synod. of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches will become the SELC district of the Lutheran Church - Missouri. 
Synod according to a union agreement reached here by officials of the two 
church bodies. The action is subject to ratification by this year's con- 
ventions of the two churches. 

EPS 
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CHARLES LUTZ ELECTED 
TO WORLD COUNCIL POST, 


New York, (EPS) -- Mr. Charles Lutz, director of the Centre for Urban En- 
counter in Twin Cities (Minneapolis-St Paul), Minnesota, has been elected 
associate executive secretary of the U.S. Conference for the World Council 
of Churches, Dr. Eugene L. Smith, executive secretary of the Conference, 
announced here today. 


"The U.S. Conference is fortunate in securing the services of Mr. Lutz", 
Dr. Smith said. "He has had effective service both in denominational and 
in ecumenical circles." 


"He has demonstrated a sharp sensitivity to current issues, possesses highly 
developed administrative and writing skills, and is a deeply committed 
Christian", Dr. Smith added. 


Mr. Lutz, a member of the American Lutheran Church, will assume his new 
duties on August 10, which will be his 38th birthday. 


His name will also be forwarded to the World Council's Executive Committee, 
meeting August 10-12 in Canterbury, England, for concurrent election as 
associate executive secretary of the Council's New York office. 


Mr. Lutz has been director of the Centre for Urban Encounter, an agency for 
training clergy and laity, since 1966. He was editor of One magazine, a 
publication of the American Lutheran Church, from 1956 to 1966, after 
serving as associate editor from 1953 to 1956. 


In his new position, Mr. Lutz will share the general supervision of the 
World Council's programme among its member churches in the United States. 
He will represent the World Council with a variety of organizations, engage 
in service to state and local councils of churches, and undertake financial 
cultivation, according to Dr. Smith. 


Mr. Lutz succeeds Dr. Philip A. Johnson, who resigned to become the first 
executive director of the newly-formed World Association of Christian 
Communication. 


A native of Minnesota, Mr. Lutz received a B.A. from Wartburg College, 
Waverly, Iowa in 1953. He received a Bachelor of Divinity degree from 
Capital Seminary, Columbus, Ohio in 1957, but he is not ordained. He has 
done graduate study in journalism at the University of Minnesota. 


Mr. Lutz has been chairman of the Bloomington, Minnesota Human Relations 
Council since 1964. He is a former president of the Association of Lutheran 
Seminarians (1955-56) and of the Wartburg College Alumni Association (1964- 
1966). He was selected for the 1965 edition of Outstanding Young Men of 
America by the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 


He is married to the former Hertha Bieber, and they are the parents of 
three children. 
EPS 
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NEW ZEALAND CHURCHES DEBATE 
SOUTH AFRICA TOUR 


Auckland, N.Z., (EPS) -- Church groups throughout New Zealand have spontan- 
eously taken up the 1970 rugby tour to South Africa as a subject for intense 
debate.) Wherever there are Christians with an awareness of man's respon- 
sibility for man, some individuals have been challenging the decision of the 
New Zealand Rugby Union to send its team to play under entirely white 
auspices. 


Many church committees began discussing the matter earlier this year, but 
most were taking their time before reaching any conclusion.’ Bodies’ which 
did take a vote in those months found themselves sometimes in opposite 

camps, not because any Christian church in New Zealand can support apartheid, 
but because there could be no proof in advance of the effect of sending a 
team including Maoris. 


It is*too soon to predict what degree of unanimity can be achieved by ‘the 
churches on this issue. 


The New Zealand Rugby Union has attempted to keep politics out of sport: and 
keep communications open between New Zealand and South Africa. 


Arguments are put up that completely cutting off all human relations with 
a country leads to even more serious results and Red China is cited as’ an 
examp Le. . 


A spokesman for the churches here said such arguments completely misunder= 
stand the basic request of churches and others who oppose the 1970 tour. 
No Christian church advocated cutting off all human relations with South 
Africa. On the contrary, he said, churches are deeply committed to the 
cause of reconciliation which lies right at the heart of the Christian 
gospel. Churches inevitably are in favour of developing fuller, more 
friendly, more open personal contacts with the peoples of South Africa. 


Earlier this ‘year (EPS No. 15) the National Council of Churches here 
published a report on Race Discrimination in Sport recounting the con- 
troversy engendered by the New Zealand rugby team's visits to South Africa. 
The report by sociologist Richard Thompson said the churches had not taken 
apartheid seriously. 

EPS 


REHABILITATION HOME TO OPEN IN HEREFORD 


Hereford, England, (EPS) -- The Christian council here is to open a home 
for, the rehabilitation of offenders in a house purchased by the Bridgehead 
Housing Association. The council will be responsible for running the home, 
maintaining the property and paying the interest on a building society loan 
for part of the purchase price. 


The house will have accommodation for six men who will stay between three 
and twelve months and they will be helped to find jobs. 


The scheme is supported by churches of all denomnnations in Herefordshire, 
and by local organizations... 
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NEW DDR FEDERATION STRESSES 
COMMON ACTION, CO-OPERATION 


Berlin, (EPS) -- Common action and close-knit co-operation are emphasized 
in the newly-promulgated constitution of the Federation of Evangelical 
Churches (BEK) in the German Democratic Republic (DDR), (EPS No. 4). 


In the preamble to the constitution, the purpose of the BEK is defined as 
"to deepen the active co-operation" of Protestant regional churches in 
eastern Germany "in their given fellowship". 


Following agreement by synods of all eight regional churches in the DDR in 
past months, the constitution was consequently ratified here June 10 by 
leaders of the respective churches during a meeting of the DDR's Conference 
of Evangelical Church Chanceries. 


With the historic signing of the constitution, the federation at that moment 
became a reality, formally severing ties with the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD). Organized 21 years ago, the EKD attempted to maintain an 
all-German church organization with eastern and western synods despite the 
political division. 


The first synod of the newly-constituted federation is scheduled to convene 
September 10-15 in Potsdam. 


The first confessional synod held in Barmen in 1934 is specifically re- 
ferred to in the BEK constitution. This synod hammered out a theological 
declaration of six theses which was to become the spiritual foundation for 
defence against an organized group of the time, the "Deutsche Christen" 
(German Christians). At that time the Barmen synod repudiated all attempts 
to mesh National Socialism with Christianity, much to the annoyance of the 
rising Nationalist Socialist Party. 


After explicitly recalling this 35-year-old document, the constitution re- 
quires the BEK to assist member churches "towards a common defence against 
destructive false doctrine”. 


Among its 21 articles, Article II of the constitution draws attention to 
already-existing pulpit and - to a large extent - altar fellowship among 
BEK member churches. 


Clarifying the legal separation with the EKD, Article III asserts the 
autonomy of the federation whose tasks are to be "carried out domestically 
and externally through its own organizational structure". 


"Common action" on the part of member churches is emphasized in Article IV 
while drawing attention to "a special fellowship towards all of Evangelical 
Christianity in Germany" for which the BEK is to fulfil certain tasks in "co- 
responsibility" and "in fraternal freedom within its own organizational 
structure". 


The other 17 articles primarily deal with various organizational procedures 
and regulations and administrative matters. 


The eight member churches total some 14.9 million members - about 87 per cent 
of the population of eastern Germany. po 
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ZAGORSK CONFERENCE EXAMINES 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 


Moscow, USSR, (EPS) --. Having adopted a series of resolutions on the 
international. situation - particularly criticizing Israel, the United 
States and West Germany - the Conference on Co-operation and Peace between 
Peoples ended last Friday. 


Sponsored by the Russian Orthodox Church, the four-day conference meeting 

in Zagorsk outside the Soviet capital, brought together some 180 delegates 
from 25 churches and religious groups (including Buddhist, Christian, Jewish 
and Moslem) in the Soviet Union and over 100 guests from 39 foreign countries 
(EPS No. 24). 


In a statement on Vietnam the conference condemned "the aggressive war of 
the United States" terming it "near genocidal" and "the most shameful of 
our times''. Delegates called on,"all men of goodwill to contribute towards 
re-establishing peace in South-East Asia as soon as possible". 


European security is endangered by the desire of the West German government 
to alter its borders, charges another resolution, which additionally ex- 
presses uneasiness at mounting neo-Nazism in that country. 


In a statement on the Middle East delegates asked for adherence to the UN 
Security Council decision of November 22, 1967 and asked Israel "to cease 
unconditionally armed provocation against its Arab neighbours" and to permit 
the return of Palestinian refugees. 


Finally, the delegates lambasted "apartheid policy and racism" in general, 
"We declare", a resolution stated, "that all oppression of man by man and. 
all, subserviance of one people to another...is a sin." 


In an appeal addressed to all believers throughout the world, participants 
in the, conference at the ancient Orthodox monastery of Zagorsk affirmed that 
"they have come here to respond to the common confession of their faith com- 
manding them to follow the way of peace and justice and to work towards co- 
operation between men", 


Though participants represent several different religious faiths, the dele- 
gates emphasized this does not impede them from "dedicating their strength 
together, side by side, to the service of humanity, be it on the local, 
national, or international’ level". 


On the opening day ofthe conference, participants heard a message from 
Soviet Premier, Alexei Kosygin, and a long report from Metropolitan Nikodim 
of Leningrad and Novgorod which served as a basis for later discussion in 
the five working groups. 


The Rev. Robbins Strong, assistant director of the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism attended as the observer of the World Council of Churches. 
EPS 
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BLACK MANIFESTO REPUDIATED 
BY U.S. LUTEHRAN CHURCH 


Minneapolis, Minnesota, (EPS) -- The American Lutheran Church repudiated 
the “strong, coarse, inflammatory language" of the Black Manifesto 
authored by militant James Forman but pledged itself to an aggressive pro- 
gramme of "help to solve the American problems of racism and poverty". 


The church council of the 2.5 million-member Lutheran body said portions of 
the manifesto "are filled with hate and advocate the overthrow of our 
government by violence and must therefore be condemned as seditious". 


The church council recommended that pastors and leaders in the ALC's 5,000 
congregations study the manifesto "in the light of the need to be informed". 


Dr. Frederik A. Schiotz, ALC president, said church headquarters here have 
been besieged with telephone calls and letters from clergymen and laymen 
alike who threatened to withhold contributions to the church's benevolence 
programme if the church accedes to the manifesto demands. 


In the $23.4 million budget approved for the ALC next year no funds were 
appropriated for the Forman organization. However, 15 per cent of the total 
budget - $3.4 million - is allocated for programmes and projects aimed at 
alleviating national crisis conditions. Over half of the $3.4 million 
budget item is destined as the ALC contribution towards a planned "Luther 
Fund" appeal. If approved by the major U.S. Lutheran churches, the Luther 
Fund will be a multi-million dollar all-Lutheran drive for relief of hunger, 
war devastation, community needs, and other crisis situations on a global 
scale. 


The manifesto was adopted at the National Black Economic Development Con- 
ference in April. The document demands $500 million from the nation's 
churches and synagogues as "reparations to black people in this country". 
Subsequently, ALC's sister church, the Lutheran Church in America, was 
asked for $50 million as its "fair share" towards the quota. 


The ALC church council urged continuing priority to projects which will 
deal with conditions growing out of poverty and racism. 


EPS 
ORDINATION OF WOMEN 
AFTER '70? 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, (EPS) -- Next year's convention of the American 


Lutheran Church will be asked to decide whether it will ordain women. 


Although two of three women graduates of Luther Theological Seminary of 
St. Paul, Minnesota, have requested ordination, the theological aspect of 
the question has not yet been resolved. None of the ten Lutheran churches 
in the U.S. has accepted women in the ministry until now. 


A seminary faculty statement declared, "We can see no valid reason why women 
candidates for ordination who meet the standards normally required for 
admission to the ministry should not be recommended for ordination." .. 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Opposite: (501) Pope Paul VI with representatives of the Vatican and World 
Council of Churches in silent meditation in the chapel of the Ecumenical 
Centre during his visit. to the WCC headquarters in June (EPS No. 21). 


(502) Prof. André Philip, second from left with Dr. Elfan Rees (left), Dr. 
K.C. Joseph and Canon Burgess Carr of the World Council of Churches prior to 
the service in St. Peter's Cathedral, Geneva; for the 50th anniversary of 
the International Labour Organization. 


(503) Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, addressing the 50th anniversary conference of the International 
Labour Organization at the United Nations, Geneva. 


(504) Patriarch Maximos V of Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem of the Greek 
Catholic Church is greeted on arrival at the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva by the Council's general secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, when the 
Patriarch paid an informal visit on June 9 (EPS No. 21). 


* * %- 


(505-514) Pictures on the Pentecostals are intended to accompany the feature 
"Pentecostalism and the Third World" that appeared in EPS No. 24, 


(505) The orchestra of the Pentecostal Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, | 
Oklahoma. , 


(506) Baptism in a river _in South Africa (Assemblies of God). 


(507) For many Pentecostals the church is not only a sanctuary for worship; 
a policeman cuts the hair of an old Indian in a church of the Assemblies’ of 
God in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


(508) The Pentecostal Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, Oklahoma, is probably 
one of the technically best equipped. On the right the Research and Learning 
Centre and the Gymnasium; on the left the Prayer and Radio Tower, where a 
team of psychologists and pastors is continually answering questions and 
requests which come in by telephone. 


(509) A mass meeting of the healing-evangelist T.L. Osborn. 


(510) Rev. J. Mdelwa Hlongwande, Founder and President of the Bantu Methodist 
Church, one of the many independent Pentecostal churches in South Africa. 


(511) Radio choir of the Assemblies of God, USA, praying for its radio pro- 
gramme 'Revivaltime". 


(512) Procession and open-air meeting of the Pentecostals in Santiago, Chile. 


(513) The "dames d'honneurs" at the Eighth Pentecostal World Conference in 
Rio de Janeiro (1967). 


(514) Assemblies of God chaplain talking with and distributing Christian 


literature to American soldiers in Vietnam... 


(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, Department of 
Communication, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at a 
handling charge of $1.25;  10/-;  S.Fr./DM 5.-.) 


Department of Communication 
World Council of Churches 
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BETTY THOMPSON CHRONICLES THE BLACK MANIFESTO DEBATE. 


To Date: Much Talk...No Money. 


In two months of presenting his demands for $500 million from American 
churches and synagogues as reparations to blacks, James Forman has received 
much attention and publicity, considerable support from black churchmen and 
some whites, but almost no money. 


The drive for reparations began with a National Black Economic Development 
Conference sponsored at Detroit, Michigan, April 27-28 by the Interreligious 
Foundation for Community Organization (IFCO), an ecumenical agency through 
which various church bodies channel funds for community development. 


The conference issued a document called the Black Manifesto, consisting of 

a speech delivered by Mr. Forman at the conference as the introduction, and 
then a list of 9 specific projects to be funded by the $500 million repara- 
tions. The conference elected a permanent steering committee, with 

Mr. Forman as executive secretary. 


Mr. Forman first appeared before the general board of the National Council 
of Churches on May 2. The board said it had not had sufficient time to 
study the proposals, and referred them to a special meeting of its executive 
committee on June 23, 


Meanwhile, Mr. Forman received nation-wide publicity by disrupting the 
Sunday morning service of New York's famed Riverside Church, endowed by 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., on May 4. In response, Dr. Ernest F. Campbell, 
minister of the church, made an address over the church's radio station, 
WRVR, on May 10, stating that Riverside would give a fixed percentage of 
its budget to aid all poor people, but would not give the money to 

Mr. Forman's organization. 


On May 12, a group of black and white students of Union Theological Seminary, 
located adjacent to Riverside Church, seized the seminary's main building 
and demanded that the seminary support the Black Manifesto, give $100,000 

out of the next year's budget, and raise $1 million for the NBEDC. After 
negotiations the faculty voted to raise $100,000 for black development, with 
decision about how it would be handled made next year. The board of directors 
voted to invest $500,000 of the seminary's endowment in black enterprises, 
seek to raise $1 million for a project to be operated in Harlem under 
seminary auspices, and make personal gifts to a fund to be administered by 

a committee of the seminary's black alumni, students, faculty, and board 
members. Seminary students themselves gave some $3,000 to the NBEDC. 


A group supporting the NBEDC occupied one floor of the United Presbyterian 
Church offices at the Interchurch Centre, New York, on May 14. The church's 
General Assembly, holding its annual meeting the same week in San Antonio, 
Texas, let Mr. Forman speak. He demanded that the church give $80 million 
for implementation of the Black Manifesto goals, turn over church-owned land 
to Negroes and Mexican-Americans, and annually give 60% of its income from 


investments. (more) 
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The Assembly voted to conduct a campaign to raise $50 million for the poor, 
give some church-owned lands in New Mexico to Mexican-Americans, and give 
$100,000 to IFCO. 


Mr. Forman appeared before the annual meeting of the American Baptist Con- 
vention at Seattle, Washington, May 17, demanding $60 million and 60% of the 
convention's income from investments. Dr. Thomas Kilgore, Jr., a black 
minister who was elected president of the Convention, said, "I don't think 
$500 million is an unrealistic figure. I don't necessarily agree with Jim 
Forman's tactics and I'm not sure ‘reparations’ is the word to use. But in 
substance I favour the idea."' The Convention voted no money for Mr. Forman, 
however. 


Supporters of Mr. Forman held a sit-in May 21 in the offices of the United 
Methodist Church's Board of Missions, which comprise four floors of the 
Interchurch Centre. The Board agreed to hold a special meeting of its 
Executive Committee May 26 to consider the black demands. Those carrying 
out the sit-in demanded that the Board give the NBEDC $750,000 in the next 
fiscal year, give the NBEDC 60% of its annual income from investments, and 
raise over $1 billion for specified black causes. 


The Board's Executive Committee voted $300,000 for black development, to be 
administered by black members of the church. At least one black has refused 
to serve on the committee established for the purpose of administering the 
funds - Bishop Roy Nichols of the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania area, a member 

of the World Council of Churches' Executive and Central Committees. The 
Methodist agency also held out the prospect of an additional $1 million 
being appropriated for black development in the future. 


Mr. Forman also presented his demands to Dr. Robert Marshall, president of 
the Lutheran Church in America, who said time would be needed to study them. 
The LCA has made no official response thus far. 


A statement issued May 21 by the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church, 
after Mr. Forman had presented his demands to Presiding Bishop John Hines, 
recognized "the injustice of racism" but refused "to accept the Manifesto 
as presented". 


On May 9, in a downpour of rain, Mr. Forman sought a meeting with Terence 
Cardinal Cooke at the New York Archdiocese chancery. Cardinal Cooke was out 
of town, and Mr. Forman presented his demands for $200 million to members 

of the cardinal's staff. 


The Archdiocese issued an unsigned, four-page statement on May 21 rejecting 
the concept of reparations and denouncing the Black Manifesto as "closely 


joined to political concepts which are completely contrary to our American 
way of life". 


The Black Manifesto received almost unanimous rejection from Jewish spokesmen. 
Rabbi Joseph Karasick, president of hte Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
of America, called for federal legislation "in protection of divine worship". 
The Synagogue Council of America and the National Jewish Community Relations 
Advisory Council jointly declared demands and tactics of Forman's group 


(more) 
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objectionable on both moral and practical grounds. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, 
director of interreligious affairs for the American Jewish Committee and 
president of IFCO, criticized the appeal to force in the Manifesto, and 
called its proposals "an invitation to national suicide". 


At its special meeting June 23, the National Council of Churches" Executive 
Committee voted to appoint a committee of 16 to consult with the NBEDC and 
recommend programme proposals for the National Council. Eight of the com- 
mittee, directed to report back July 14, would be drawn from members of 
black)» denominations in the Council, the National Committee of Black Church- 
men. (NCBC), and IFCO. The NCBC, however, had advocated that the Council 
give $270,000 to launch its organization, and issued a statement June 26 
saying they would not participate in the committee of'16. 


The National Committee of Black Churchmen, representing an interdenominational 
membership of some 600 clergy across the country, mostly in predominantly 
white, denominations, adopted a statement May 7 supporting the NBEDC. They 
have: since obtained eight seats on the NBEDC steering committee. 


The American Lutheran Church, which is a member of the World Council but 
not of the National Council, in a statement on June 25 repudiated the 
"strong, coarse, inflammatory language" of the Black Manifesto, but pledged 
itself to an aggresive programme helping solve "the American problems of 
racism and poverty". 


Mr. Forman did not present his demands to the nation's largest Protestant 
denomination, the Southern Baptist Convention, which held its annual meeting 
in New Orleans June 2-6. The Convention, nonetheless, voted to reject them. 


The Council of Churches of the City of New York's executive director Dan 
Potter called the Manifesto "really a communist doctrine". A leading 
liberal, pastor Donald S. Harrington of New York's Community Church and a 
leader of the state's Liberal Party, branded Forman a "self-appointed leader" 
of a "paper organization". 


The Ministerial Interfaith Association of Harlem, a New York City organiza- 
tion comprising 200 clergymen, supported "in principle" the demands of the 
NBEDC, but rejected its "political philosophy, ideology and methodology". 
It also commended the Riverside Church for its "tremendous involvement and 
concern" in Harlem. 


The synod of the United Church of Christ, whose offices had been occupied 

by supporters of the NBEDC, opened its meeting June 25 in Boston, Massachusetts, 
with Mr. Forman present to make his demands. Dr. Ben Mohr Herbster, president 
of the denomination, said the administrative committee of its executive 

council had told Mr. Forman in a letter that while it shared his concern 

for racial and social justice, it found offensive the threats of "revolution", 
"armed confrontation", and "sustained guerrilla warfare inside this country". 
The committee summarily rejected the demand for monetary reparations. 


Considerable controversy has arisen over the question of court action 
against Mr. Forman. The Riverside Church secured a restraining order against 
Mr. Forman the week following his disruption of the service there. The 


(more) 
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Interchurch Centre also secured a restraining order and moved to make it 

a permanent injunction on June 16. The request for the injunction was 
signed by representatives of the building trustees, the National Council, 
and several denominational agencies whose offices in the building had been 
occupied. At a court hearing June 26, the court was requested to postpone 
proceedings until July 11. 


Meanwhile, a meeting of National Council staff members voted to ask that 
the National Council representatives, General Secretary R.H. Edwin Espy, 
withdraw from the action. And the United Church of Christ synod voted 
June 25 to ask their representative to withdraw. A group of white supporters 
of the NBEDC held a teach-in in the Centre's chapel June 25 and 26, and 
discussed further supportive action that might be taken. 

EPS 


(Miss Betty Thompson holds the position of Assistant General Secretary 
in the Section of Communication of the Joint Commission on Education and 
Cultivation of the Board of Missions of the United Methodist Church, USA.) 
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DR. BLAKE DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENT 
AID WITH WEST GERMAN LEADERS 


Bonn, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 

Council of Churches, conferred here July 10 with leaders of the West German 
Government on problems of peace and the responsibility of governments and 
churches for the developing countries. He was invited to Bonn by the 
Evangelical Church in Germany's representative to the government, Bishop 
Hermann Kunst, in order that he might talk with government and church spokesmen. 


Following conversations with President Gustav Heinemann, Chancellor Kurt Georg 
Kiesinger and Foreign Minister Willy Brandt, Dr. Blake talked at length with 
Dr. Erhard Eppler, Minister for Economic Co-operation, about problems con- 
fronting the "second development decade". 


After hearing Dr. Eppler report on international conversations for the 
preparation of future development projects, Dr. Blake commented on the far- 
reaching consensus on development aid that characterizes both churches and 
governments. Many of the proposals made by the church-sponsored Beirut 
Conference of 1968 concerning development aid have been mentioned in govern- 
ment-level planning, he learned. Agreement is also becoming apparent on 

the question of multilateral versus bilateral aid. 


On both sides, it was stated, efforts will be made to achieve "the greatest 
possible measure of multilateral co-ordination, into which the bilateral 
projects will be integrated" during the next few years. In the ecumenical 
movement a planning structure is being worked out that will include both 
multilateral projects, for which the WCC will be responsible, and bilateral 
arrangements under separate auspices. 


While in Bonn Dr. Blake discussed with a group of church leaders recent 
ecumenical developments, including the visit of the Pope to WCC headquarters. 
Bishop Kunst gave a reception in Dr. Blake's honour, which was attended by 
Walter Hammer, president of the chancellery of the EKD in Hannover; Adolf 
Wischmann, president of the EKD foreign department in Frankfurt; Dr. Richard 
von Weizsacker, president of the Kirchentag; Corrado Bafile, Apostolic 
Nuncio; and many members of parliament, political parties and the diplomatic 
corps. 


The WCC officer was received by Bishop Josef Brinkhues and retired Bishop 
Demmel of the Old Catholic Church and paid a courtesy call on Cardinal 
Frings, Archbishop of Cologne, and the Protestant Centre for Development Aid. 


Accompanying Dr. Blake to Germany were Mr. Frank Northam, director of the 
WCC's Department of Finance and Administration, and Dr. Axel von dem Bussche 
of the Department of Church and Society. 

EPS 


EAST GERMAN CHURCH NAMES OFFICERS 


Eisenach, (EPS) -- The United Evangelical Lutheran Church in the German 
Democratic Republic, at its constituting assembly here, elected D. Niklot 
Beste, 68, of Mecklenburg as presiding bishop and D. Gottfried Noth, 64, 
of Saxony as his deputy. Beste had been deputy of the presiding bishop of 


_ the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (VELED) «56 
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DISAPPOINTMENT VOICED AT DEFEAT 
OF ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNION SCHEME 


London, (EPS) -- Expressions of disappointment at the rejection of the 
Anglican/Methodist union plan by the Church of England Convocations of 
Canterbury and York continue to be heard. 


Dr. Harold Roberts, who led the Methodist negotiators, said rejection of 
the union plan would have a "calamitous effect" on those concerned with 
Christian unity throughout the world. 


After the vote of the Conference its secretary, Dr. Eric Baker, said he feared 
the Anglican vote would introduce bitterness in future unity talks, saying, 
"We now are poised for action but the Church of England is not; it's right 
for them to consider what the right action is". 


Five Anglican bishops who voted against the union proposal - Moorman of 
Ripon, Eastaugh of Peterborough, Williams of Leicester, Bulley of Carlisle 
and Francis Taylor of Sheffield - said they are not against unity with 
Methodists but only against the provisions of the plan for union. 


Following are editorial comments from British papers: 


Church of England News - "The voting on the Anglican/Methodist proposals 
will cause nothing but profound sadness and disappointment. Some will be 
disappointed because the scheme has failed to win sufficient support, others 
because the church was ever asked to vote on such proposals. Either way 
it is a matter for shame and sadness....No sooner had the votes been taken 
and assessed than the Archbishop of Canterbury expressed the hope that the 
same proposals would be before the church again soon. It must be said at 
once that such a course of action would be entirely wrong. That it could 
have been suggested at all only confirms what was evident in the debate, 
that the real reasons for the opposition have not been understood or 
appreciated.... 


"What then can be done?" the CEN asks. "The churches must now engage in- 
tensively in the programme of mutual collaboration suggested by the Bishop 
of Ripon, so that local congregations can grow together. There must be 
much more generous arrangements for inter-Communion. At the same time, 
determined efforts must be made by both churches to find acceptable alter- 
natives to the Service of Reconciliation." 


The Guardian - "A profound disappointment, amounting perhaps to cynicism 
among young people who are interested, will now result from the rejection.... 
the required vote was so narrowly missed, and the support for union within 
both churches so strong and articulate, that the loss of this wonderful 
opportunity to reconcile one of Christendom's apparently least controversial 
divisions must be a staggering blow to that unity among all Christians which 
the churches need for their survival as a force in our society." 

The Times in an editorial titled "After the Failure": "...wherever there 
is a local urge towards what would in effect be grassroots reunion there 


(more) 
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should be a sympathetic response from ecclesiastical authority, even at the 
cost of some irregularity in forms and ceremonies. There should be further 
provision for joint worship - and it would be most heartening if the Church 
of England felt able to take up the suggestion that they should welcome the 
members of all Christian churches to the Communion Table, while raising 

no objection to those Anglicans who wished to take Communion with other 
denominations." 

EPS 


EACC SCHEDULES CONSULTATION 
WITH CONSERVATIVE EVANGELICALS 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- A consultation bringing together conservative evangelicals 

and other Christians in East Asia around the theme of "Judgment and Hope 

in the Gospel" is announced for July 8-14, 1970 in Gotamba, Japan. Sponsoring 
the consultation will be the East Asia Christian Conference (EACC), which is 
concerned about the widening gulf between these two groups of Christians. 


Prof. Emerito P. Nacpil, a Filipino theologian now living in Singapore, is 
serving as conference secretary, and the Rev. Masanao Fujita, pastor of the 
Hukusan Church in Tokyo,is chairing the local arrangements committee. 


The "Judgment and Hope" theme will be divided into three sub-themes: judgment 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ; hope in the Gospel of Jesus Christ; the 
Church as a sign of judgment and hope. Within this context, special attention 
will be given to evangelism, social obedience, and human destiny and the end. 
These are three areas in which there is a marked difference of opinion between 
conservative evangelicals and other Christians. 


Each section will consider papers and questions prepared in advance, seek 
to deliniate areas of agreement and disagreement, and see where co-operative 
work can be undertaken. 


Since 1961 the EACC has been aware of the growing gulf between the conserva- 
tives and others, both within EACC member churches and between member 
churches. This is the first attempt by the regional council to bring the 
two groups into dialogue. 


"The purpose of the consultation", said Mr. Nacpil, "is to use the various 
theological positions within the Church in Asia to reach a deeper understanding 
of the Gospel with particular reference to judgment and hope." 


Conservative evangelicals held a Congress on Evangelism for the Asia-South 
Pacific area last year in Singapore, to which went members of EACC member 
churches and others especially interested in evangelism. 

EPS 


CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS IN PAKISTAN FACE NATIONALIZATION 


Karachi, (EPS) -- Several hundred Christian missionary schools face nationaliza- 
tion under a new plan announced here by the Pakistani government. The proposal 
to nationalize all church schools is part of a detailed statement of over-all 


educational policy which has been published here to elicit public opinion. |. 
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EUROPEAN ROUND-TABLE 
PROPOSED BY CHURCHMEN 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A European counterpart to the "hot line" telephone linking 
Moscow with Washington has been proposed by Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, 
general secretary of the Conference of European Churches (CEC). The line 
could take the form of a permanent round-table conference of representatives 
of all European states to deal with problems of European security. 


Dr. Williams was reporting on conclusions reached by a CEC study group 

chaired by Mr. Peter Kirk, M.P. from Britain. The group is part of a joint 
study group set up in co-operation with the Christian (Prague) Peace Conference 
which has not been able to meet as yet. 


Reacting to a suggestion made at the CEC assembly in 1967 that a summit con- 
ference of heads of state be called, Dr. Williams said: "If a summit con- 
ference failed, the situation would be very much worse afterwards.'' The bloc 
system in Europe could not simply be dissolved overnight, he maintained. Nor 
is it possible to set up a network of hot lines for all Europe. But "some 
kind of instrument for the continuing discussion of European problems over a 
long period of time is essential", he said. 


What the CEC study group has in mind is not a permanent conference of foreign 
ministers, secretaries of state or ambassadors. It is thinking of representa- 
tives of civil servant level from all European countries meeting once or twice 
a year. They would not engage in public debate, nor would they have power 

to take decisions. The round-table would exist purely to promote negotiations 
and would be consonant with the charter and structure of the UN. 


The proposal will be presented to the CEC Presidium and Advisory Committee 
next spring. 
EPS 


SWEDISH BAPTISTS WON'T EVICT 
OPEN MEMBERSHIP CHURCHES 


Stockholm, (EPS) -- The 1969 conference of the Baptist Union of Sweden 
voted overwhelmingly not to recommend open membership to its churches, but 
neither will it evict any churches from the union for practicing open membership. 


A few churches are already doing so, while a few more will probably adopt 
open membership in the near future since they know they won't be thrown 
out of the union. 


A Baptist church in Sweden which practices open membership will receive as 
members those who confess a personal faith in Christ, even though they do 
not receive or have not received believer's baptism by immersion. 


The conference voted just as preponderantly to continue talks with the 
90,000-member Mission Covenant Church of Sweden (Congregational) and the 
9,500-member Methodist Church of Sweden aimed at possible merger. The 
Baptist Union's churches have a total of over 27,000 members, but membership 
has been steadily declining from year to year. 

EPS 
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GUIDES FOR ECUMENICAL ACTION 
TO BE DRAWN FOR U.S. ORTHODOX 


New York, (EPS) -- The Orthodox Theological Society in America has agreed 

to aid in the preparation of guidelines for ecumenical action to be sub- 
mitted to the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas. The 
task was accepted by the society at its spring meeting at Holy Cross Seminary, 
Brookline, Massachusetts. 


An initial draft of ecumenical guidelines prepared by the Very Rev. Leonidas 
J. Contos had become outdated as a result of recent developments. 


At the request of the Ecumenical Commission, Father Alexander Schmemann 
prepared a new plan for guidelines, which was discussed by the Standing 
Conference in April. 


"A clear distinction should be made between the primary goal of the ecumenical 
movement, the restoration of Christian unity within the visible and unbroken 
organism of the Church, and the secondary levels of common Christian action", 
Father Schmemann stated. “Orthodoxy has a long-established tradition of non- 
involvement in direct political or social struggles and thus the new Western 
emphasis which presents this involvement as something self-evident is, to say 
the least, debatable. At any rate, none of the "ecumenical" pronouncements 

in this area are binding on the Orthodox Church, he wrote. 


In his plan for guidelines, Father Schmemann suggested a whole chapter be 
devoted to this distinction. He also requested a definition of "non-acceptable 
attitudes such as ecclesiological relativism, dogmatical minimalism, etc.". 

And he called for a set of rules governing participation in ecumenical 
activities on all levels. 


The Theological Society in America will now undertake to follow up on Father 
Schmemann's suggestions. 
EPS 


DISTRIBUTION OF RUMANIAN BIBLE REPORTED 


Bucharest, (EPS) -- The 100,000 copies of the new edition of the Bible in 
Rumanian printed by the Orthodox Church's publishing house here, are now 
being distributed throughout the country. 


Paper and ink for the Bibles were contributed by the United Bible Societies 
with headquarters in London. The UBS's secretary-consultant for Europe, the 
Rev. B.J. Tidball, spent a week in Rumania at the end of June visiting 
distribution offices in Bucharest, Ploesti, Brasov, Fagaras, Sibiu and Rimnic. 
He learned that an average of 10 copies had been sent to each Orthodox parish. 
Parishioners receiving them were required to pay 35 lei ($2; 15s.) in advance 
and an additional 65 lei upon delivery. 


Members of Lutheran churches in Sibiu also received Bibles, Mr. Tidball noted. 
EPS 
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LUTHERAN FEDERATION URGED TO PUT 
WOMEN IN DECISION-MAKING POSTS 


Bastad, Sweden, (EPS) -- Women would play a much larger role in the decision- 
making bodies of the Lutheran World Federation if the suggestions put forward 
by a recent international Lutheran women's consultation held here were adopted. 


At the end of their week-long deliberations, more than 40 women from 18 

. countries drew up a series of recommendations which will go to the 20-man 
LWF Executive Committee in Copenhagen next December and then to the Fifth 
LWF Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil next July. Nearly half the participants 
at the consultation came from Third World countries; non-Lutheran churches 
sent observers. 


High on the list of recommendations was one expressing the desire "that women 
be recognized as full partners in the work of the LWF by appointing them to 
policy, planning and decision-making commissions and sub-committees..." (at 
present there are three women among the 73 persons on the Executive Committee 
and the seven principal commissions, one woman among 30 LWF executives in 
Geneva). 


A-woman must be employed in the LWF general secretariat, the conference said, 
"to meet the unmet concerns of women and their organizations...utilizing 
services and programmes of the LWF or other ecumenical and international 
organizations". Member churches were asked to send women to participate in 
various study projects on a short-term basis. The conference also called for 
establishment of a women's committee as a pertinent part of an LWF commission, 
since the present Continuation Committee on Women's Work does not fit into 
the federation's present structure. 


Addresses on the responsibility of Christian women in a technical, pluralistic 
world were given by Miss Brigalia Bam and Dr. Daisuke Kitagawa of the World 
Council of Churches" staff. 


EPS 
THEOLOGIANS JOIN TALKS 
ON HUMAN ORGAN TRANSPLANTS 
Madrid, (EPS) -- Doctors, lawyers and theologians are attending the first 


international conference on human organ transplants here this week. 


The doctors will discuss problems and techniques of transplanting human hearts, 
kidneys, lungs, livers, pancreas and intestines. Present will be pioneers in 
world transplant surgery such as South Africa's Dr. Christian Barnard and 

Dr. Denton Cooley of Houston, Texas. Two survivors of heart transplant opera- 
tions are also attending: Pieter Smith and Father Jean Marie Boulogne. 


Father Boulogne, a French Roman Catholic priest and theologian, will lead 
Anglican, Orthodox, Jewish, Evangelical and Roman Catholic theologians in 
discussing religious and moral aspects of transplant operations. 


They will study the morality of possible transplants of male and female sex 
organs, and the position of religious groups who oppose transplants being 
carried out on church people. 

EPS 
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U.S. CHURCHMEN ASK BIGGER 
CONTRIBUTION TO UNRWA 


Washington, D.C., (EPS) -- Representatives of 14 church and other voluntary 
agencies have urged the U.S. Government to "exert world leadership" by 
increasing its support for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), 
which administers relief for Palestinian refugees. 


Calling attention to a statement by UNRWA commissioner-general Dr. Laurence 
Michelmore, the private agencies warned that there would be "grave" con- 
sequences in both Middle East suffering and politics if an impending UNRWA 
deficit is not met by increased contributions. 


Representatives of the churches presented their case to U.S. Under-Secretary 
of State Elliott Richardson. 


According to Michelmore, UNRWA's 1969 budget will fall $3.5 million short of 
its $43 million requirements without increased contributions, and a comparable 
deficit will exist in 1970. 


Most of the UNRWA funds for Palestinian refugees come from member governments 
of the UN, Michelmore said, the largest amounts being paid by the U.S. and 
the United Kingdom. However, the U.S. and British contributions have both 
been decreased in the last five years. 


Among those signing the plea for more funds were representatives of the 
Lutheran World Relief; the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of New 
York and all North America; the Armenian Church in North America; the 
National Council of Churches; YMCA and YWCA and the Mennonite Central 
Committee. 

EPS 


ECUMENICAL REFUGEE WORKER GETS AWARD 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Distinguished Service Cross of the German Federal 
Republic was conferred here last week on Dr. P. Charles Toureille, 69, for 
his work among refugees and emigrants in France during World War II. Pastor 
Toureille was working on behalf of the ecumenical movement. 


After the capitulation of the French forces he was appointed by "the WCC in 
process of formation" and the French Protestant Federation to organize the 
work of the churches in caring for refugees and internees in the unoccupied 
part of France. By the end of the war he was responsible for about 40,000 
prisoners in 20 camps and 100 labour companies. About half the internees 
came from Germany; most were Jews. 


Pastor Toureille, who lives in Morges, Switzerland, is now Secretary for 


Europe of the international Mission to Lepers, which has its headquarters 
in London. 


EPS 
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PROTESTANT OBSERVER COMMENTS 
ON EUROPEAN BISHOPS CONFERENCE 


Chur/Coire, Switzerland, (EPS) -- Like the first ecumenical meetings, the 
Symposium of European bishops of the Roman Catholic Church showed the bishops 
lack experience in the technique of discussion and in dealing with the mass 
media, said Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, general secretary of the Conference 
of European Churches and the only observer at the meeting. This is why the 
parallel meeting of "rebel" priests aroused more interest than a conference 
devoted to the discussion of difficult questions. 


"In my view, the symposium is not dead", said Dr. Williams, but Chur showed 
that the European bishops must now quickly reflect on those new structures 
necessary to enable them to work together. 


The theme of the symposium was "The priest in the Church and in the world 
of today". Mgr. Kampe, auxiliary bishop of Limbourg, explained that the 
question of priestly celibacy underlay everything that was said, and formed 
the background to all the problems discussed. But. no decision was taken 
because the symposium has no legislative authority. 


Cardinal Suenens, Primate of Belgium, stressed that a thorough study was 
needed of the Christian value of celibacy voluntarily accepted, legislation 
in the Canon concerning dispensation from celibacy, the essence of the 
priestly ministry, and the question of admitting married men to the priest- 
hood “where pastoral needs require it, owing to shortage of clergy". 


The final statement by the Secretariat of the Symposium said: "In order to 
promote increasing co-operation between priests all over Europe, the bishops 
think the time has come to take a step forward and to study fresh forms of 
co-operation." 


They thanked Dr. Williams for attending, for "all the Church's problems have 
an @€cumenical dimension", they concluded. 
EPS 


CHURCHES PRESS FOR NIGERIA/BIAFRA TRUCE 


Birmingham, Berlin, Stockholm, (EPS) -- Christian churches in three European 
nations have urged their governments to press for an end to the conflict in 
Nigeria/Biafra. 


The Methodist Conference of Great Britain meeting in Birmingham asked the 
government to take the initiative in securing an international embargo on 
the supply of arms to both sides. The Conference unanimously declared its 
conviction that military means could not solve the conflict and pleaded with 
both sides to arrange an immediate cease-fire. 


Leaders of the Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches in Germany called for a 
halt to arms shipments, an immediate truce, and free, internationally 
guaranteed access for the shipment of relief supplies to areas of starvation 
on both sides of the fighting. . 


In Stockholm the Executive Committee of the Lutheran Bishops Council sent a 
letter to the Prime Minister appealing for diplomatic action to secure an 
armistice and a durable solution. The bishops also urged guarantees that the 
churches and other voluntary agencies could continue relief elgg 
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ANGLICANS IN PACIFIC MAY RECEIVE 
COMMUNION IN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 


Suva, Fiji Islands, (EPS) -- Anglicans will henceforth be able to receive 
the Eucharist in Catholic worship when their own clergy is not available 
under a new ruling by the Roman Catholic bishops of the Fiji and Gilbert 
Islands. 


Father Martin Dobey, an Irish missionary, noted the new authorization in an 
address following his election as vice-president of the traditionally Pro- 
testant Fiji Council of Churches. 


The Bishops Conference of the Pacific, which gave permission for the practice 
at its meeting in late June, placed three conditions on the reception of 
Communion in Catholic churches and missions by members of the Anglican Church. 
These were: the request must be spontaneous; the Anglican must express faith 
in the Eucharist in accordance with the Roman Catholic Church; and the 
Anglican's own minister is unavailable for long periods. 


The permission was granted because of the unique problems experienced by 
Christians whose clergymen must travel frequently from island to island and 
thus are unavailable to their parishes for long periods of time. 


The Catholic bishops have expressed willingness to co-operate with the 
Pacific Conference of Churches and the day may soon come when Catholics 
and Protestants will share common church facilities rather than operate 
separate premises, according to Father Dobey. 

ERS 


IN BRIEF 


The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church has issued a communiqué commenting 
on the suggestion of Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras that Easter be observed 
on the same date as that used by all Western Christians (EPS No. 15). The 

Holy Synod says the question requires the approval of all the Orthodox Churches 
before any decision can be reached. 


* * * 


The congregations of member churches of the National Council in New Zealand, 
and many individuals, increased their giving to inter-church aid by 35% during 
the year ended June 30. This has enabled New Zealand Inter-Church Aid to 
support additional projects through the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service and to send additional fraternal workers for service 
in Asia and the Pacific Islands. 


* * * 


The United Presbyterian Council on Church and Society has urged the U.S. 
Congress to consider giving "selective credit relief" from high interest rates 
to the poor, and has asked suspension of South Africa's sugar quota. While 
the U.S. has denounced apartheid policies, a 1948 Act gave the Republic of 
South Africa a permanent percentage quota of sugar sales to the United States. 
EPS 
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Special Article 


THE NEW MORALISTS 


by Claudette Marquet 
WCC Staff Writer 


A great deal of ink is still flowing in the controversy between those who 
say Christianity should be purely "religious" and those who support a "social" 
Christianity. 


Speaking at the Fourth WCC Assembly in Uppsala a year ago, Dr. W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft, honorary WCC president, said: "The issue of Church and world is a 
perennial one; we can never say the debate is closed; we can only continue 
to live with the issue and struggle with it". 


That answer can be given to Christians who refuse to face the question "what 
is the mandate of the Church in relation to the world?" (Visser 't Hooft), 
because they are afraid of engaging in politics. 


But times change. While some people criticize churches and Christians for 
devoting more energy to the problem of economic development than to maintaining 
the purity of the Christian message, others moan when politicians express 
"spiritual" concerns. 


In his speech to the French Parliament on July 26 Georges Pompidou, the new 
President of France, said: "Our civilization is passing through a spiritual 
crisis. Economic changes, progress in science and technology, the upsetting 

of traditional beliefs and the removal of traditional taboos, the breakdown 

in morals - all are forcing society into a desperate race for material progress. 
One cannot see where this progress will end, but it seems to create needs 
rather than to satisfy them, and it provides no answer to the deep aspirations 
of bewildered mankind..." 


This sentence is quoted by Albert Finet, editor of the weekly paper Réforme, 
who expresses surprise at the "spiritual" concerns it contains. For such 
problems "cannot be solved within the limits of the task assigned to 

Mr. Pompidou", he says. 


Mr. Finet's comment is pertinent. We seem to have reached the paradoxical 
situation in which Christians engage in politics and politicians engage 
in theology! 


Would it not be wise to say: let Christians return to their theology and 
politicians to their politics? 


The problem is not so simple. Rather than criticize this state of affairs, 
one should perhaps welcome it. 


Everyone is aware of the tremendous danger represented by a government con- 
cerned solely with politics, economics, statistics on output, at the ex- 
pense of man - ignoring the truth that politics are made for man, not man 


for politics. 
(more) 
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A parallel danger is outlined by Visser 't Hooft when he says: "Church 
members who deny in fact their responsibility for the needy in any part 
of the world are just as much guilty of heresy as those who deny this or 
that article of the faith". 


Unconsciously, perhaps, both have discovered the interdependence of spheres 
once thought to be clearly distinct. This is no small feat. We must 
recognize that a disembodied theology is just as harmful as de-humanized 
politics. Since both are made for man, it is not surprising they share 
common concerns. 


Both the politicians concerned with heavenly things and the theologians 
interested in earthly things remind us that the real concern is man himself - 
a man who has his roots inthis life but aspires to heaven. 


Some people will say this may produce bad politics and bad theology. 
Politics has its own rules as does theology. Should one not avoid a "neo- 
syncretism" of the worst kind? 


The events which shook Europe and the United States last year must not be 
forgotten. If President Pompidou speaks in this way, it is because he has 
learned something from history. He remembers that the vast majority of the 
students and Paris workers revolted against a civilization that has no soul, 
and offers man nothing but an empty future. They raised the crucial issue 
of the meaning of life. 


Admittedly, it is not the task of politics to answer that question. When 

it tries to do so, catastrophe is not far off. One has only to recall 

the totalitarian régimes. But it would be dangerous for politics to ignore 
that question entirely, because "the deep aspirations of bewildered mankind" 
may take the form of a revolution. 


At the same time it would be an illusion to think theology capable of pro- 
posing miraculous solutions for political problems. That is beyond its 
competence, and theocracies are no more successful than dictatorships. 


What is important is for everyone to realize what a tremendous task has to 


be accomplished to ensure that the world of today and tomorrow has a human 
aspect. 


One therefore should not lament when politicians have spiritual concerns 
and reflect about "the deep aspirations of mankind". Nor should one deplore 
theologians reflecting on problems with political implications. What matters 
is that Christians, through their testimony, shall manifest that these "deep 
aspirations" may point the way towards the Man of Nazareth. 

EPS 
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EPISCOPAL BISHOP OF PHILADELPHIA 
SUPPORTS BLACK MANIFESTO GROUP 


Philadelphia/New York, (EPS) -- Bishop Robert L. De Witt and eight other 
Philadelphians have drafted a resolution supporting the National Black 
Economic Development Conference (NBEDC) which they plan to present to the 
special national convention of the Episcopal Church (USA) when it meets 
August 31 to September 5 at Notre Dame University. 


The proposed resolution says in part: "We require the Episcopal Church, 
through creative stewardship, to support the National Black Economic 
Development Conference and the scope and thrust of its programme through 
whatever financial mechanism is acceptable to them." 


The resolution has been approved by the four clergymen and four laymen going 
to the meeting in addition to Bishop De Witt. Alternate delegates have not 
indicated their agreement. 


The Rev. John D. McCarty, programme development co-ordinator for the diocese, 
pointed out that the denomination's national Union of Black Clergy and 

Laity, the interdenominational National Committee of Black Churchmen, and 

the Philadelphia Council of Black Clergymen had all strongly endorsed the 
NBEDC. 


Meanwhile the Diocesan Council, a 2l-member body that sets policy for the 
diocese between annual conventions, voted to study the NBEDC programme but 
rejected specific requests from Muhammed Kenyatta, Pennsylvania director 

of NBEDC. Among these were requests that the diocese "actively campaign 
within the denomination for a reversal of the initial Episcopalian...rejec- 
tion towards the Black Manifesto", and also "assume part of the responsibility 
for the operating costs and needs of the NBEDC in the area". 


Bishop De Witt called the rejection of Mr. Kenyatta's requests "little short 
of disastrous". 


NBEDC Elects Officers 


In New York the steering committee of the National Black Economic Develop- 
ment Conference, whose spokesman thus far has been James Forman, announced 
the organization's name had been shortened by deletion of the word "national". 


The Rev. Calvin B. Marshall, pastor of the Varick Memorial Church of Brooklyn, 
New York (part of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church), was elected 
chairman of the Black Economic Development Conference. The group has demanded 
$3 billion in reparations from white churches and synagogues (EPS No. 25). 


Other officers include: Vice-chairman - Muhammed Kenyatta of Chester, 
Pennsylvania, a community organizer in Philadelphia; Treasurer - Dr. Vincent 
G. Harding, professor of history at Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia; 
Secretary - Doreen Graves, administrative assistant in the Department of 
Social Justice of the National Council of Churches. 


(more) 
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Four vice-chairmen representing geographical sections are: West Coast, 

Mrs. Althea Alexander of Los Angeles; South, Mrs. Geraldine Smith, Jackson, 
Mississippi; Dr. Robert Browne, assistant professor, Farleigh Dickinson 
University, Teaneck, New Jersey; Midwest, Ken Cockrel of Detroit. Mr. 
Forman is a member of the 19-member steering committee. 


Mr. Marshall was ordained in the Church of God (Anderson, Indiana), was 
made a deacon by the Episcopal Diocese of Newark in 1960 and was pastor of 
the Park Street AME Zion Church in Peekskill, New York before coming to 

the Brooklyn church in 1968. While in Peekskill, he was a human rights 
commissioner, chairman of the Anti-poverty Agency and a member of the local 
NAACP executive committee. 


Also in New York a committee of 16 churchmen is continuing to discuss what 
response the National Council of Churches should make to the Black Manifesto. 
Authorized on June 23, the committee made its first report to the Executive 
Committee on July 14, but no consensus was reached. Chief demands are that 
the NCC executive recognize the Black Economic Development Conference as 
representative of black concerns and take steps to provide $270,000 for 
the organization's administration and field services. The Executive Committee 
is due to reconvene either August 28 or 29 to continue the discussion. 

EPS 


DR. BLAKE SALUTES APOLLO FLIGHT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The landing of man on the moon was termed a "tremendous 

technological accomplishment" and "a feat of humanity rather than a feat 

of one nation" by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Interviewed in a National Broadcasting Company telecast, Dr. Blake noted 
that two German rocket specialists and scientists from many nations had 
made the trip possible. 


"T would have liked it better if the United Nations flag had been planted 
on the moon", Dr. Blake said in a mild criticism of the "kind of nationalism 
which has set the U.S. in competition with the Soviet Union". 


The American-born World Council leader also contrasted the "tremendous 
expenditure" made on the project with "the inadequate expenditure being 
made by the United States for the solution of social and economic problems 
problems both at home and abroad". He expressed his wish that Congress 
"would feel the pressure to appropriate in the same generous way for the 
solution of the problems of man on earth", 


Asked by the TV interviewer whether this human achievement would make man 
less interested in religion, Dr. Blake replied: "If Christians think of 

God as merely filling in the gaps of human knowledge, then more knowledge 
will make them less religious. Or if men lose their sense of responsibility 
to God because they think they can do everything themselves, they of course 
run the risk of ultimate disaster." 


But Dr. Blake saw no reason for man to be intimidated by the size of the 
universe. "The Psalmist could see only 6,000 stars with his naked eye, yet 
with spiritual imagination he entered into an understanding of the universe 
as valid as that of anyone standing m the moon today", he said. “EPS 
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KIRCHENTAG RESOLUTIONS FOCUS 
ON CHURCH, POLITICAL ISSUES 


Stuttgart, (EPS) -- A plea for "joint Communion" and for an ecumenical 
marriage service to be used in mixed marriages were among the proposals 
put forward by working groups at the 14th German Protestant Kzrchentag, 
which closed here July 20. The contents of some 30 resolutions were 
summarized at the final meeting, and officers agreed to pass them on to 
those to whom they were addressed. 


The working group on democracy produced the most resolutions. They 
advocated co-responsibility in industry, the rights of conscientious 
objectors, the democratization of Protestant institutions and "friendly 
relations" with the Polish people. 


"We regard the Oder/Neisse line as final", the resolution said. "We there- 
fore expect the West German Government to recognize this frontier at last." 


One resolution passed by the working group on "promotion of the welfare of 
man" protested against the "misuse of the word ‘Christian’ in the titles 

of political parties such as the Christian Democratic Union and the Christian 
Social Union". It asked Christians to oppose the use of these names which 
are adopted "merely to get votes". 


"The misuse of the word 'Christian' by parties that refuse to grant co- 
responsibility to workers and employers, that infringe on basic human 

rights by means of emergency legislation, that sabotage the treaty banning 
atomic weapons, that oppose a European peace treaty and sanction the spending 
of millions on armaments - this misuse...is intolerable", the resolution said. 


Intervention by the West German Government in the Nigeria/Biafra conflict 

was voted by the group on "justice in a revolutionary world". The govern- 
ment was asked to work for an arms embargo under international control and 
to initiate truce negotiations. 


EPS 
DEVELOPMENT A MAJOR TOPIC 
IN KIRCHENTAG DISCUSSIONS 
Stuttgart, (EPS) -- If it is true that church members who deny their respon- 


sibility for the needy of the world are guilty of heresy, as Dr. W.A. Visser ‘t 
Hooft, honorary WCC president, has said, it is now time to translate that 
insight into practical policies and programmes. 


This was the conclusion of West Germany's Minister for Economic Co-operation, 
Dr. Erhard Eppler, when he spoke in the Kirehentag working group on "justice 
in a revolutionary world". 


The main purpose of this group was to consider proposals made by the Uppsala 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. According to Dr. Richard von 
Weizsdcker, president of the Kirehentag, these proposals have created among 


the churches "a new awareness of their responsibility for a more just world 


order". 
(more) 
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The way in which young people view this responsibility became clear in the 
resolutions passed by this working group. Calling for the abandonment of 
national interests in economic development policy, they said, "Development 
must become an election issue." They likewise gave lengthy applause to 

Dr. Eppler's appeal for a rational strategy in development policy. 


Dr. Eppler defined a rational policy as one that paves the way to partner- 
ship with the peoples of the Third World, thus representing a step towards 
a world-wide policy. Concretely, this would mean, he said, that industrial 
countries would help the countries of the Third World to mobilize their 
potential, and that in the industrial countries "competition would be re- 
placed by co-ordination". He also favoured bilateral aid projects being 
increasingly integrated into a multi-lateral framework under multi-lateral 
auspices. 


Dr. Eppler challenged the churches to educate public opinion on the develop- 
ment issue, and to give an example in their own programmes that development 
projects, internationally: co-ordinated, are important. 


The politician cannot keep talking about the hunger for justice, he said. 
He must accept the postulate of justice and translate it into practical 
policy, which means "mobilizing interests and forces for a definite aim.... 
Even the hunger for justice must ultimately pass through the computer if it 
is to be expressed in a practical policy", he said. 


This view was welcomed with prolonged applause. At the same time parti- 
cipants felt the weakness of the Ministry for Economic Co-operation made it 
difficult to carry out such plans. One resolution proposed the setting up 
of a new ministry for this purpose. 

EPS 


FRENCH STUDENTS REFUSE ORDINATION 


Strasbourg, (EPS) -- Some 25 French theological students and young Prot- 
estant pastors have refused ordination, maintaining it is only an initia- 
tion rite and "another baptism but one reserved for the clergy". 


They presented their views to the National Council of the French Reformed 
Church after its Commission on Ministries had granted permission for their 
ordination. 


This is not an act of rebellion, they said, but an attempt "to re-establish 
some of the Reformation institutions concerning the universal priesthood of 
all believers". 


"De-clericalizing the pastoral ministry is at the same time a plea for a 
wide range of complementary ministries, which should not be graded in the 
form of a hierarchy", they said. "In our view, the type of ecclesiology 
proposed here is very much like one mentioned in the Pauline epistles. But 
even if present circumstances compelled us to invent a type of ecclesiology 
not related to a New Testament model, those new structures would be dictated 
by the freedom of the first Christian communities faced by the needs of their 
time, as testified in the New Testament writings." 

EPS 
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ANGLICAN/METHODIST PARTNERSHIP 
SET FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


Desborough, Northants, England, (EPS) -- One of the Anglican bishops who 
voted against the Anglican/Methodist union scheme will help inaugurate a 
partnership between Anglican and Methodist congregations in this town of 
4,500 inhabitants on September 7. 


The Bishop of Peterborough, the Rt. Rev. Cyril Eastaugh, will celebrate 
Holy Communion and the Rev. William Hewitson, chairman of the Oxford and 
Leicester Methodist circuit, will preach at the service. Then both will 
sign the constitution setting up the "Anglican/Methodist partnership". 
(Bishop Eastaugh has said he did not oppose unity but only the specific 
provisions of the plan for union. EPS No. 26). 


Both clergymen will administer the sacrament to confirmed members of the 
Church of England and full members of the Methodist Church. 


On every Sunday thereafter church services will be held in the Anglican 
church, and the Methodist Sunday school buildings will be used as a tem- 
porary community centre for the children's church, Sunday school and meetings. 


The first members of a team ministry will be the Vicar of Desborough, the 
Rev. John Barter; the Methodist minister, the Rev. Derek Holton; and 
the curate, the Rev. Peter Townsend. 


EPS 
MISSOURI SYNOD LUTHERANS 
DEFER WCC MEMBERSHIP 
Denver, Colorado, (EPS) -- The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod declined 


to act on the question of membership in the World Council of Churches 
after its Commission on Theology and Church Relations reported it had not 
finished a study of the WCC authorized two years ago. 


This church and the Southern Baptist Convention are the only major U.S. 
Protestant denominations not affiliated with the Council. 


Delegates to the 48th regular convention of the Lutheran body meeting here 
also asked the Theology Commission to arrange for a study of the basis, 
structure and operations of the National Council of Churches. 


By a vote of 522 to 438, delegates approved a "declaration of altar and 
pulpit fellowship" with the 2.6 million-member American Lutheran Church. 

As a result Missouri Synod ministers may now preach in American Lutheran 
pulpits and the synod's members may receive Communion at ALC altars. The 

ALC had already gone on record favouring such fellowship among all Lutherans. 


Earlier the Missouri Synod had elected as its president, the Rev. Dr. Jacob 
A.O. Preus, 49, president of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois, 

noted conservative theologian. Commenting just before the ALC vote, Dr. Preus 
said he favoured a delay in taking this step. "But as your president I will 
abide by the decision of the convention". Later he stated: "This increases 
the impossibility of avoiding official discussions now with the Lutheran 
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urch in America EPS 


No. 27 - 24th July, 1969 7 


DR. SIMMS NAMED PRIMATE 
OF ALL IRELAND 


Dublin, (EPS) -- The Most Rev. Dr. George 0. Simms, 59, Anglican arch- 
bishop of Dublin, was unanimously elected archbishop of Armagh and primate 
of All Ireland by the House of Bishops of the Church of Ireland. He 
succeeds the Most Rev. Dr. James McCann, who retired at age 72 because he 
wanted a younger man to take the post. 


Archbishiop Simms was elected a member of the World Council of Churches' 
Central Committee at its last assembly in Uppsala, Sweden in 1968. 


Born in Dublin and brought up in Lilfford, County Donegal, Archbishop Simms 
was educated at Cheltenham College and Trinity College, Dublin, where he 
was dean of residence from 1939 until 1952. When elected archbishop of 
Dublin and primate of Ireland in 1956, he was the youngest minister ever 

to hold that post. 


The new primate said recently, "I think ecumenism is at a very early stage 
in this country." 


In his new post Dr. Simms will be responsible for the spiritual care and 
guidance of nearly half-a-million members of the Church of Ireland, 120,000 
of whom live in the Republic. 


The Irish Times commented editorially July 18: "His appointment will be 
welcomed by the thoughtful Catholics of the North, who will look to him 
as a bridge-builder....Dr. Simms and Cardinal Conway should have no 
difficulty in understanding each other's problems: they are both cultivated 
and sensitive men - natural ecumenists. Their creative collaboration might 
not be sufficient in itself to be decisive in abolishing the friction which 
threatens Ireland....But its influence would be pervasive and entirely 
benevolent." 

EPS 


DIAKONIA FEDERATION URGES 
CONTINUING WCC UNIT 


Tampere, Finland, (EPS) -- Continuation of a Diaconia Desk at the World 
Council of Churches was urged by the International Federation of Deaconess 
Associations (Diakonia) at its triennial meeting here. 


Founded in Copenhagen in 1947, Diakonia is a federation of organizations 
devoted to furthering ecumenical relations and increasing understanding of 
women's diaconate. 


The 275 deaconesses, pastors and observers from 22 countries at the meeting 
here also voted to accept into membership 10 orders of deaconesses. They 
are within the United Methodist Churches of the Caribbean, Ghana and South 
Africa, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, Episcopal Church (USA), United Church 
of Christ (USA), Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia, Presbyterian Church 
in Canada, women's order of the Church of South India, and the Methodist 
National Children's Home in Great Britain. 

EPS 
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UNITED PRESBYTERIANS NAME 
DELEGATES TO UNITY TALKS 


New York, (EPS) -- Members of a 12-man committee to hold unity talks with 
a delegation from the Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern) have been 
named by the United Presbyterian Church (USA). 


The committees, approved earlier this year at the denominations’ General 
Assemblies, will act as a joint committee to discuss possible reunion. 


The Rev. Robert C. Lamar of Albany, New York, was named chairman of the 
United Presbyterian unit by the denomination's moderator, the Rev. George 
E, Sweazey. 


Efforts at reunion of the two denominations, separated since the Civil 
War, have been made before, but the present move is the first initiated 
by the Southern Presbyterians. 


No date has been set for the first meeting of the joint committee. However, 
the representatives, according to the directives of the General Assemblies, 
are to report to the policy-making bodies beginning in 1970. 


EPS 
VATICAN SENDING OBSERVERS 
TO AACC SECOND ASSEMBLY 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast, (EPS) -- In six weeks’ time representatives from 


many African churches will arrive for the Second Assembly of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches (AACC). 


The Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity has appointed the following 
official observers: Mgr. Amissah, Archbishop of Cape Coast, Ghana; 

Mr. Joseph Amichia of the Ivory Coast; Father Matsoane of Lesotho; and 
Father Thomas Stransky of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


Some 12 Anglican, Methodist, Reformed and Baptist churches in 11 African 

countries have applied for membership in the AACC. They hope the General 
Committee when it meets immediately before the assembly will admit them. 

If so, their representatives can then become official delegates, joining 

the representatives of 78 churches and councils belonging to the AACC. 


The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria, the Union of Adventist 
Churches of West Africa, the Kimbanguist Church in the Congo, the Dutch 
Reformed Church of South Africa and many other churches will send observers 
to the assembly. 


Fraternal delegates will come from the Conference of European Churches, East 
Asia Christian Conference and UNELAM (Provisional Committee for Evangelical 
Unity in Latin America). 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC, will speak on the 
ecumenical movement, stressing the role of African churches within this 
world movement. 

EPS 
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MODERATOR OF JAPAN'S KYODAN DIES 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- The Rev. Masahisa Suzuki, 57, moderator of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), died here July 14 after a short illness. 


Mr. Suzuki was elected moderator at the 1966 General Assembly and re-elected 
to a second term in 1968. During his administration, the Kyodan made great 
headway towards achieving self-reliance as a church and advancing into all 
levels of Japanese society. 


In 1968 at the Uppsala Assembly of the World Council of Churches he was 
elected a member of the Central Committee. 


He attended the 450th anniversary celebration of the Reformation in 
Germany in 1967 and in March 1968 visited the United States and Canada for 
consultations with church leaders. 


Born August 7, 1912, Mr. Suzuki was the grandson of a Shinto priest. He 
graduated from Aoyama Gakuin Theological Seminary and, prior to the forma- 
tion of the United Church in 1941, was a pastor in the Japan Methodist 
Church. He was named to Nishikata-machi Church, Tokyo, in 1946. 


Before becoming moderator, he was chairman of the Evangelism Committee 
and director of the Research Institute on Mission of the Kyodan. 


Suzuki wrote several biblical commentaries, translated Karl Barth's Church 


Dogmatics into Japanese, and recently produced The Mission of Christianity 
Today. 


While in hospital, he completed the preface to a book on the Lord's Prayer, 
soon to be published by the Kyodan Bureau of Publication. 
EPS 


PLANS PROCEED FOR NORTH INDIAN UNION 


Calcutta, (EPS) -- Representatives of seven North Indian churches nego- 
tiating union met here for three days recently to make plans for the 
union due to take place the latter part of 1970. 


On this occasion it was publicly stated that the United Church of North 

India, Methodists related to British Methodism and the Church of India, 

Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon (Anglican) will go forward with union even if 
others vote against it. 


Present in Calcutta, in addition to the members of the Working Committee, 

were the members of five sub-committees and two commissions covering most 

aspects of the work needed before 1970. Together with invited consultants 
they numbered more than 70 people. 


It is expected that the results of all voting will be known before the 
Negotiating Committee holds its next meeting in mid-January. 
EPS 
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MISSIONARIES STILL NEEDED, 
USPG SECRETARY SAYS 


London, (EPS) -- In several of the new nations, particularly those in 
Africa, national leaders of the churches are pleading more insistently 
for missionaries than expatriate church leaders ever did, according to 
the Rt. Rev. Eric J. Trapp, secretary of the United Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, an Anglican missionary society. 


Church leaders recognize, he said, that their denominations are still 
weak in numbers, material resources, skills and experience. 


Terming these weaknesses the result of "youth, poverty and neglect", 
Bishop Trapp criticized "the failure of former governmental and ecclesias-— 
tical authorities to train a sufficient body of nationals soon enough and 
well enough". 


Teachers of theology and other subjects, doctors and nurses are much in 
demand, the bishop reported. The society is also seeking men or women 
skilled in agriculture, engineering, building, social work and office 
administration. 


During 1968 the society recommended for overseas service 92 individuals - 
52 men, 17 wives and 21 unmarried women. Of this total, 29 went to South 
Africa, 29 to tropical Africa, 17 to the West Indies, 7 to the Far East, 
7 to the Pacific and Australia, 1 to Pakistan. None was sent to India. 


Acknowledging that in some countries where missionaries have been serving, 
there probably will be fewer in the coming years and in one or two countries 
there will be none, Bishop Trapp maintained "the day of the Western 
missionary is not yet nearly over" 

EPS 


THEOLOGIANS FIND TRANSPLANTS PERMISSIBLE 


Madrid, (EPS) -- Theologians attending the first international symposium 
on human organ transplants here called for greater certainty that a donor 
was dead and for an international statute containing a definition of death. 


The theologians - including Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Evangelicals, 
Jews and Moslems - agreed that transplants were "morally licit" but said 
they should be used as a last resort to save a dying patient. They 
rejected the sale of human organs. 

EPS 


CORRECTION: The article titled "Betty Thompson Chronicles the Black 
Manifesto Debate" which appeared in EPS No. 25 was written by Mr. Tracy 
Early, former editorial assistant in the New York office of the World 
Council of Churches. EPS sincerely regrets this error. 

EPS 
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Special Report 


KIRCHENTAG 1969 


By Tatiana Athanasiadis 
WCC Staff Writer 


Heated debates about the Christian message, Christian responsibility for 
the Third World and the role of youth in the Christian Church highlighted 
the vibrant, often stormy 14th German Evangelical Ktrehentag, which wound 
up in Stuttgart July 20. 


Under a blistering sun 30,000 people, including West German President 
Dr. Gustav W. Heinemann, listened and watched as youth streamed through 
Neckar Stadium carrying banners bearing the words "Quarrelling about Jesus - 
quarrelling about the Emperor's beard". Simultaneously a voice over the 
microphone upbraided the "enemies of Christ" who had turned the Krrehentag 
into a "political battleground" with their slogans and posters. 


At the close of the four-day meeting, Ktrehentag President Richard von 
Weizsdcker summed up his impressions as follows: "The Ktrehentag has 
shown that the younger generation does not want to leave the Church in the 
hands of the older generation, but claims its own place in the Church." 


Hans-Wolfgang Hessler, editor of the Evangelical Press Service, put it 
this way: "The dynamism of the younger generation and their way of dis- 
cussing and acting first aroused fear in some participants; eventually it 
was appreciated and became an important factor in the outcome of the 
meeting." 


Not only the Church but the ktrechentag should be democratized, the young 
people maintained. They expressed the hope that the efforts being made 

to democratize the working groups would spread to the top leadership of 

the Ktrehentag. 


"We insist on the right to vote out Krtrehentag functionaries, to introduce 
new ways of work and smaller working groups", they challenged. 


One hotbed of debate was the group discussing "The Dispute about Jesus". 
Supporters of "No Other Gospel", a conservative evangelical movement, 
debated vociferously with supporters of modern methods of biblical scholar- 
ship. While this group was not one of the seven working groups originally 
proposed, it attracted the largest numbers of participants and eventually 
came to be regarded as the real theme of the meeting. 


"Although this clarified the issues, it did not produce rapprochement, 
still less reconciliation", one observer commented. ''The confessional 
movement was clearly not prepared to come out of its ivory tower of pre- 
conceived opinions, and instead expected the other side to make all the 
concessions. Thus it rejected a peace offer from the "modernists" and 
held firm to its own view that the Christian faith is threatened by 
certain trends in rigorous modern scholarship." 

(more) 
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Political Questions Discussed 


Sharing the spotlight with the theological issue was the political dis- 
cussion centring around the slogan "Hunger for Justice". Various working 
groups tackled the problems of economic development, the election campaign, 
conscientious objection, Nigeria/Biafra and relations with Poland on 
Germany's eastern border (see story on Ktrehentag resolutions elsewhere 

in this EPS issue). 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, head of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, one 
of the few church leaders present, said in an "Interview of the Day": "A 
Church without politics is unrealistic and unbiblical." He welcomed the 
effort to bring church people to the point where they are ready to trans- 
late the Sermon on the Mount into political action. 


Ecumenical concerns came to the fore in the working group on "Justice in 
a Revolutionary World'' which took up concerns of the Beirut Conference and 
the Uppsala Assembly of the WCC with reference to development aid. 


Some 1,000 visitors from abroad joined the regular working groups but then 
gathered each afternoon for their own discussions. One evening they were 
special guests at a reception given by Ktrchentag officers. 


An ecumenical service on the evening of July 18 was addressed by Dr. Carl- 
Joseph Leiprecht, Roman Catholic bishop of Rottenburg; Archpriest Boulos 
Boulos, Coptic Orthodox of Cairo; and Dr. Erich Eichele, bishop of the 
Evangelical Church of Wiirttemberg. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general 
secretary, participated in the service. 

Some participants criticized the lack of truly ecumenical expressions at 
the meeting. "A worship service that speaks about ecumenicity does not 
carry conviction unless it shows practical ways of co-operation", said 

one group. "We therefore appeal to both the Protestant and Catholic 
churches, urging mutual recognition of baptism, marriage and Communion." 


Only a few overseas visitors spoke in working group discussions. A doctor 
from Indonesia attracted attention with a warning that the quarrel between 
the pietists and the modernists might have negative effects on ecumenical 
work. "The cross of Christ is the sole critérion for ‘God*s truth? “it 

is the sole criterion for unity as well", he said. 


Yes, a new day has dawned in Kirechentags. Formerly one had to search for 
young faces among the crowd of older people, but this year it was hard to 
find many older people in the crowd of young ones, according to Heinrich 
Giesen, director of the West Berlin City Mission. 


Admittedly they were most numerous in groups on social questions, such as 
development, democracy, relations between men and women, the use of power. 
But considerable numbers also took an interest in Bible study. The only 
place they failed to fill was Hall 10 set aside as a gathering place for 
youth. Clearly today's youth prefers to make its views felt in the hearing 


of its elders, and for this the Ktrehentag was an ideal forum. 
EPS 
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SERBIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH WELCOMED 
TO WORLD COUNCIL HEADQUARTERS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- East met West when the Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church, His Holiness German, was received at the Ecumenical Centre on 
July 28 by the American-born General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake. 


Elected one of the six presidents of the World Council last year at the 
Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, Patriarch German was paying his first visit to 
Geneva to share with the Council's staff "the priceless treasury of the 
Orthodox faith". He arrived from Belgrade, Yugoslavia, the seat of the 
patriarchate, for a four-day visit. 


At an official reception at World Council headquarters, Dr. Blake promised 
that he and his staff would set before the patriarch the full variety of 
activities and concerns of the ecumenical movement. "We are anxious to 
develop the life and programme of the World Council so that all those of 
Eastern Orthodox tradition will feel as much at home among us as those of 
other traditions which until now are in greater numbers on our staff", 

Dr. Blake said. 


The member churches of the World Council are situated in more than 80 nations 
and territories having varying forms of government embracing different 
ideologies, often in conflict, Dr. Blake noted. What draws these churches 
together is their "transcendent common faith in Jesus Christ". me 


"The World Council of Churches has no ideology", Dr. Blake stated. "But 
it has a faith - the commonly accepted faith in the Triune God. We hope 
to reveal here such a fellowship in Him that all will know we are united 
in faith and in mutual trust and co-operation." 


In his formal address, Patriarch German said "the priceless treasury of. 
the Orthodox faith" includes "our stability of the Apostolic tradition, our 
patristic understanding of the Holy Scriptures, the perpetual novelty of 
our martyrs who witness with the shedding of their blood the victory of 
Christ, even in our generation". 


He held up three Fathers of the Church as "ecumenical teachers" -.Basil the 
Great, Gregory the Theologian, and John Chrysostom. 


"Only when they are:.accepted as ecumenical teachers by everyone in the 
modern ecumenical movement will we say that our participation here was 
meaningful", the patriarch stated. 


The patriarch gave the benediction at a Divine Liturgy celebrated July 29 
in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre. Conducting the liturgy was Archi- 
mandrite Damaskinos, director of the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate at Chambésy near Geneva, where the patriarch stayed while 

in Geneva. 


Patriarch German also visited the "Eglise Nationale Protestante" of Geneva 
and the Cathedral of St. Pierre, the Old Catholic Church of St. Germain, 

the Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate and the WCC- . 
sponsored Ecumenical Institute at Chateau de Bossey near Céligny. The City | 


Council of Geneva gave a reception for him at the City Hall. rink vagit | 
ay are SEPALS | (more) » 
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In the patriarch's party were Metropolitan Damaskin of Zagreb; Bishop 
Visarion of Banat; Archdeacon Djordje Zunic; an interpreter and a member 
of the patriarch's staff. 


The patriarch plans to attend the meeting of the WCC Executive Committee 
and part of the Central Committee meeting in Canterbury, England next month. 


Patriarch to Visit Dr. Ramsey 


London, (EPS) -- His Holiness German, Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church, will visit the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, from 
August 9 to August 11. The patriarch will stay at the Old Palace, Canterbury. 


His visit is in place of one arranged for last year which had to be post- 
poned because of the patriarch's ill health. It returns a visit paid to 
him in Belgrade by the archbishop in May, 1968. 


The patriarch will be met at London Airport by the archbishop and will be 
greeted at Evensong in Westminster Abbey following which the archbishop and 
the patriarch will drive to Canterbury for the WCC meetings. 


EPS 
DIRECTOR OF WORLD COUNCIL'S 
LARGEST DIVISION RESIGNS 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Mrs. Charlotte Browne-Mayers, director of the Division 


of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of 
Churches, and associate general secretary of the World Council since 
April 1, 1968, has resigned from her position. Her resignation has been 
accepted with regret and appreciation. 


Captain Jan @rner, director of Emergencies and Liaison in the division, has 
agreed to take the responsibility of acting director through the summer 
meetings of the World Council being held in the University of Kent, 
Canterbury, England. 


Mrs. Browne-Mayers, an American and a member of the United Church of Christ, 
has in her brief tenure reorganized the division, recruited a number of new 
and able staff people and improved the administrative practices of this 
largest unit of the World Council's work. 


The necessity for long periods of separation from her husband, Dr. Albert 
N. Browne-Mayers, a distinguished psychiatrist practising in New York, 
was the chief reason given by Mrs. Browne-Mayers for her resignation. 


Prises Hans Thimme, chairman of the Divisional Committee, and Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council, joined in expressions 
of appreciation for Mrs. Browne-Mayers' work and her gracious personality 
and full Christian commitment. 

EPS 
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PROTESTANT ROLE IN LATIN AMERICA 
DEBATED: AT GENEVA CONSULTATION 


Geneva, (EPS) -- In Latin America, Protestantism must no longer be defined 
in terms of opposition to Roman Catholicism, but in allegiance to the 
Gospel and in relation to the society which is undergoing dramatic changes, 
one participant in a WCC-sponsored consultation on Latin America said here 
last week. 


Thirty-one churchmen from Latin America, France, Germany, Great Britain 

and. the U.S. were invited to Geneva for an enlarged meeting of the WCC's 

staff working group on Latin America. They were asked how the WCC can 

assist Christians and churches to witness and work on that troubled continent. 


In the group were representatives of three types of Protestant churches: . . 
those started as missions by European or U.S. churches, those brought by 
immigrants, and indigenous Pentecostals. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
in welcoming the participants asked them to consider particularly the theo- 
logical reasons for the existence of Protestant and Orthodox churches, the 
unique Evangelical witness, possibilities for breaking down barriers sep- 
arating Christians and those issues causing new tensions. 


"The World Council of Churches is interested in a unitv of spirit and a 
common witness so that all of us may be renewed to serve Jesus Christ in 
this difficult time", Dr. Blake stated. 


Other speakers included the Brazilian economist Dr. Francisco W. Ferreira 
now living in Paris; Dr. Julio de Santa Ana of Montevideo, executive 
secretary of ISAL (Church and Society Committee); and the Rev. Emilio 
Castro, executive secretary of UNELAM (Provisional Committee for Evangelical 
Unity), who reported on the recent Third Latin American Evangelical Con- 
ference (see special report appended to this issue). 


Pastor Manuel de Mello, leader of the "Brazil for Christ" Pentecostal church, 
said the ecumenical message needs to be proclaimed with more fervour in 
Latin America. He pledged that if his church were received into WCC member- 
ship, Pentecostalists would not only support the ecumenical movement without 
fear but spread the message of justice as part of the evangelistic task. 

He termed the World Council a "noble body based on a biblical foundation". 


The consultation discussed the acute tension between "conservative" and 
"progressive" forces within Latin American Protestantism. A Mexican 
participant reported that one denomination had expelled 200 young people 
from its membership. A consultant from Brazil said in some seminaries many 
of the finest teachers and best students were no longer in accord with the 
theological and political positions of church authorities. 


"They are searching for new forms of Christian community and look to the 
World Council of Churches for help", he said. ) 


In summing up recommendations of the consultation for WCC programme, the 
Rev. Jacques Maury, president of the Reformed Church of France, said: "The 


(more) 
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World Council of Churches must help Latin American churches engage in con- 
crete theological research so they may discover concepts of social ethics 
and socio-economic development on their own terms." 


Equally important, he said, is ecumenical help for a re-examination of 
evangelism and conversion. Only on the basis of such reflection can 
Protestantism become reconciled with itself, with Roman Catholicism and 
with its society. 


The consultation recommended that the World Council declare Spanish a 
fourth official language (together with French, German and English), and 
press the responsible governments to lift the blockade of Cuba and return 
Guantanamo Naval Air Base to Cuba. 


EPS 
NEW PUBLICATION HITS APARTHEID 
POLICIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
New York, (EPS) -- It is naive to suppose that a fast-expanding economy 


would eventually make apartheid an unworkable policy for South Africa, says 
Colin Legum, Commonwealth affairs editor for The Observer, writing in 


Southern Africa: A Time for Change. 


Mr. Legum's article entitled "American Investments Bolster Racism" is one 
of 22 articles in the 96-page issue on Southern Africa edited by George 
M. Daniels and published by Friendship Press in New York. 


"South Africa's past experience shows", says Mr. Legum, "that it was 
precisely when Africans began to become an important factor in cities 
through the rapid industrial expansion achieved in World War II that the 
ruling political forces first began to evolve their theories of apartheid 
to stem 'the advance of black people'." 


Despite shortages of skilled and semi-skilled trained labour, the régime 

has started a policy that will turn the urban black labour force into a 
migratory, unskilled working population, according to Mr. Legum. Mean- 
while, the policy of decentralizing industry through the "border industries" 
established close to the Bantustans (rural reserves) provides a reservoir 

of cheap labour. 


South Africa's policy is to attract highly-paid white immigrants to do the 
skilled jobs rather than let Africans move up the industrial ladder, he 


maintains. 


Making no attempt to be "objective", the Friendship Press publication is 
‘"an urgent message to people who have a compassionate, humanitarian concern 
for those who are forced to live under conditions most of us would not 
tolerate for long", says Editor Daniels. Articles on South West Africa, 
Mozambique, Angola and Rhodesia provide a wealth of documentation and suggest 
multiple strategies for churches to employ in working for change. 

EPS 
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MISSION OF AFRICAN CHURCHES 
DISCUSSED BY TANZANIAN PRESIDENT 


Dar es Salaam, (EPS) -- Christian churches in Africa can make a decisive 
contribution by equipping people in all walks of life with "sound mental 
attitudes and a moral outlook" to participate in the tasks of national 
development, President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania told members of the 

Urban Industrial Mission Advisory Group who visited the State House July 22. 


The Advisory Group assists the Division of World Mission and Evangelism of 
the World Council of Churches in its programme of mission to urban and 
industrial areas. 


Participating in the hour-long interview with President Nyerere were the 
Rt. Rev. E.R. Wickham, suffragan bishop of Middleton, England, outgoing 
chairman of the Advisory Group; Prof. Masao Takenaka of Kyoto, Japan, 
incoming chairman; Dr. Daisuke Kitagawa of the WCC's staff; and delegates 
from Latin America, North America, Asia, Africa and Europe. 


President Nyerere has shown a keen interest in what the ecumenical Christian 
community. in Tanzania is doing in the field of urban and industrial ministry. 


"T believe the churches have a fresh opportunity in Africa", the president 
said, "but I also fear they might once again miss that opportunity." 


Speaking as a practising Christian layman, he criticized the institutional 
churches for having been conspicuously silent when political leaders were 
concerned about the human rights of all racial, ethnic and nationality 
groups. The churches in the developed countries, Mr. Nyerere said, "have 
so far been on the side of the privileged, the powerful and the rich, 
leaving alleged atheists to champion the cause of the oppressed, the poor... 
and the powerless. ' ert 


"What we call African socialism will give the churches an opportunity -to 
put into practice what they have been preaching for many centuries", he 
stated. He also referred to his "dream" of building a republic in which 
all people enjoy the good things of life and live harmoniously with one 
another. 


After conferring with Mr. Nicholas Maro, general secretary of the Christian 

Council of Tanzania, the Advisory Group flew to Nairobi for a five-day 

meeting assessing the past year's activities and planning for the coming year. 
EPS 


MISSOURI SYNOD VETOES 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE LWF . 


Denver, Colorado, (EPS) -- For the second time in 13 years, the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod has rejected membership in the Lutheran World Federation. 


By an overwhelming margin of 620 to 272 - more than a 2 to 1 margin, dele-' 
gates to the Synod's 48th general convention here defeated a proposal to 


apply for membership in the international confessional body. ( ) 
more 
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Favourable action here had been recommended by the Synod's Commission on 
Theology and Church Relations and by the convention's floor committee on 
church relations. 


However, nearly a score of motions opposed LWF membership and a minority 
report signed by three members of the theology commission, including 

Dr. Jacob A.O. Preus, newly-elected president of the Synod, also dissented. 
Dr. Preus indicated he believed the world confessional body was acting in 
some instances as a "church" rather than as a federation of churches which 
operate independently of one another. 


Motions favouring the LWF asserted that its constitutional amendments had 
removed biblical and confessional obstacles to membership, while those 
opposed insisted the amendments had not in essence changed the Federation 
and that membership should be rejected to avoid unionism and compromise of 
confessional principles. 


Proposals urging the Missouri Synod to avoid working together with other 
Lutherans, with those of the Reformed persuasion, and with the Pope in 
"sacred matters" were declined by the convention in a resolution which 
noted that the distinction between "sacred" and "secular" admits of a 
variety of interpretations. 


The Synod, it said, is "necessarily involved" in joint endeavours with other 
groups, endeavours which, it added, "do not compromise the Synod's con- 
fessional position". 

EPS 


CUBAN ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
CREATE ECUMENICAL CENTRE 


Havana, (EPS) -- An ecumenical study centre is soon to be established at 
the Roman Catholic Seminary of St. Carlos and St. Ambrose here as a result 
of action taken by the Episcopal Ecumenical Commission of the Catholic 
Episcopal Conference of Cuba. 


The centre will begin by investigating and compiling documentation on the 
possibilities for ecumenical co-operation by Cuban churches. 


Dr. Raul Gomez Treto, a 37-year-old lawyer, has been named director of 
the centre. He will be assisted by a board of advisers serving in their 
personal capacities including: Father Carlos M. de Cespedes, rector of 
the seminary, Father Alfredo Petit, Bishop José A. Gonzales of the Episcopal 
Church in Cuba, and Dr. Adolfo Ham, executive secretary of the Cuban 
Council of Evangelical Churches. 

EPS 
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WCCE QUADRENNIAL ASSEMBLY 
SET FOR PERU IN 1971 


Geneva, (EPS) -- For the first time in its 62-year history, the World 
Council of Christian Education held its annual Board of Managers meeting 

in Geneva at the Ecumenical Centre. United Methodist Bishop Reuben Mueller 
of Indianapolis, Indiana (USA) presided and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, greeted the group. 


The meeting at WCC headquarters symbolized the close co-operation of the 
two councils which are engaged in negotiations likely to lead to union by 
1972. 


The board voted to hold the WCCE Quadrennial Assembly in Lima, Peru 

July 8-24, 1971. International teams of educators will engage in "en- 
counters" with local leaders in a score of Latin American countries for 
one week, then gather for the week-long assembly. Dr. Rafael Garcia-Mely 


of Puerto Rico was named. chairman of the Assembly Planning Committee. 


Other decisions centred on follow-up of the WCC-WCCE Joint Study on 
Education, a new format and policy for the magazine World Christian Educa- 
tion, project criteria and a possible Education Renewal Fund with the WCC, 
‘a study on "Animism", expanded audio-visual, scholarship and sabbatical 
services programmes. 


Plans were laid for informing the WCCE's 72 constituent units around the 
world of progress made to date by the Joint WCCE-WCC Negotiating Group, 
and for WCCE representation at the Canterbury meeting of the WCC's Division 
of Ecumenical Action. 

EPS 


RUSSIANS, AMERICANS EXCHANGE 
VIEWS ON PEACE, DISARMAMENT 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Two churches especially interested in the cause of peace 
held an international peace seminar at Le Cenacle, a Roman Catholic retreat 
centre here, July 22-29. 


Nine Russian Orthodox priests, theologians and students met 11 representa- 
tives of the Church of the Brethren in the USA for the third set of dis- 
cussions in a long-term dialogue between the two communions. They were 
joined by guests from India, Nigeria and West Germany. 


A high moment of solidarity came when the Russians congratulated the 
Americans on landing the first men on the moon. A sense of joy was ex- 
pressed on their safe return to earth together with the hope that all such 
important events might be used for the good of all mankind. 


Prepared papers from the two groups were presented on several basic themes, 
including the biblical and theological foundations of peace; different 
theological understandings of Church-State relationships; theology of 
revolution; the philosophy and practice of non-violence; the Church and 


problems of military conflict and nuclear disarmament. 
(more) 
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While differences were evident between the two church. groups, as well as 
within the two delegations, a large measure of agreement was discernible 
both on the main themes and current international issues, such as the war 
in Vietnam and conflicts in the Middle East and Nigeria/Biafra. 


Central throughout the seminar were Bible studies related to present-day 
problems and services of worship in the traditions of the two churches. 


A joint communiqué said:' "We resolve to continue to come together in open 
exchange of ideas for a fuller understanding of our Christian discipleship 
and what this means for the peace of the world of God's creation." 

EPS 


DR. BLAKE DENIES POLITICAL 
INTERVENTION IN NIGERIA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The complete neutrality of the World Council of Churches 
on political issues in the Nigeria/Biafra conflict was re-emphasized by 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the Council, in a letter to 
the secretary of the Lagos-based Christian Council of Nigeria, Canon J.A.I. 
Falope. 


"It is almost impossible to take any public action or private one even 
with regard to humanitarian relief", said Dr. Blake, "that does not 
require expressions that are politically unsatisfactory to one side or 
the other. I personally regret this very much indeed." 


The WCC top executive was replying to a strongly worded letter from the 
Christian Council of Nigeria protesting against alleged political involve- 
ment of the WCC in the present Nigerian situation. It referred specifically 
to an appeal Dr. Blake made June 28 to leaders of the two sides to let 
relief supplies into Biafra. 


Referring to the charge that the World Council had deliberately undertaken 
to split the Christian Council of Nigeria by sending copies of the appeal 
to the Christian councils on both sides, Dr. Blake said: ''De facto the 
World Council has had dealings with that part of our constituency which 
remains in the secessionist state." 


A second communication from the Christian Council of Nigeria addressed to 
Geneva July 28 urged all relief agencies and Joint Church Aid "to negotiate 
with the Federal Military Government, as has the International Committee 

of the Red Cross, in order to operate flights legally in the interest of 

the starving women and children. Christians in Nigeria would otherwise have 
to admit that these relief organizations thereby place in jeopardy Christians 
and the Christian faith in Nigeria", said the telex message received at 

WCC headquarters. 


(Joint Church Aid operates a relief airlift into Biafra on behalf of 
Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in Scandinavia, Germany and the U.S.) 
EPS 
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EUROPEAN CHURCHMEN COMMENT ON APOLLO 


Paris/Hannover/Athens/Hamburg, (EPS) -- Leading European churchmen have 
added their words of praise for the successful moon landing by U.S. 
astronauts Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin. 


Prof. André Dumas of the Protestant Theological Faculty in Paris said: 

"Man's technological ability confirms the deep theological conviction 

that he is the centre of the cosmos, not in the naive anthropomorphic 

sense of being the geographical or cosmological centre, but in the scientific 
and philosophical sense of being free to undertake the successful explora- 
tion of the heavens as he had already explored the earth." 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, a World Council of Churches" president: 
"One must not jump to the conclusion that this event indicates a break- 
away from the traditional Christian faith. Not only is that unnecessary; 
it is completely wrong. God cannot be localized in any physical place. 
When we have inwardly digested this new view and accustomed ourselves to 
what seems new and strange, we shall be impelled to praise the majesty 
and glory of God the Creator." 


The Athens paper Elefteros Kosmos quoted Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras 
as saying: ''We are on the threshold of a new comprehension of the divine 
creation." Archbishop Hieronymos, Primate of Greece: ''The human being is 
emerging from his terrestrial nature and sees incalculable possibilities 
opening before him." He expressed the hope that the event would confirm 
man's religious convictions. 


In Hamburg Bishop Hans-Otto Wolber, presiding bishop of the United Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church of Germany, expressed the hope that the lunar expedi- 
tion would produce "peace in the hearts of men and peace in the universe... 
Our comprehension of God will become deeper, stronger and freer", he said. 
EPS 


SALVATION ARMY ELECTS A SWEDE 


London, (EPS) -- The Salvation Army elected last week its ninth general or 
international leader and the first one who does not have English as his 
mother tongue. He is Commissioner Erik Wickberg, a Swede by birth who 
held posts with the "Army" in Switzerland, Germany and Sweden before 
becoming chief of staff or second-in-command in 1961. 


Six previous generals were from Great Britain, one from Australia and the 
other from the United States. 


Commissioner Wickberg, fluent in several languages, including English, 
French and German, entered the "Army's" International Training College 
in London in 1924. He succeeds General Frederick Coutts, who will retire 
at age 70 on September 17. 

EPS 
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YOUTH NEEDS, POTENTIAL 
STRESSED IN EACC QUARTERLY 


Bangkok, (EPS) -- By 1980, a full 80% of the people of Asia will be under 
40, and young people are seen to be the most important resource of the 
developing nations. 


The implications of this United Nations statement for the mission of the 
Church as it seeks to spread the Gospel in Asia are spelled out in the 


latest issue of Asia Focus, a quarterly magazine published by the East 
Asia Christian Conference. 


Titled "Youth Unrest, Mission and Change", the issue contains three 
appraisals of the reasons for youth and student unrest by university 
professors in India and Japan and a minister to youth in Australia. 


Asia Focus is the successor to Church and Society, which was edited by 

Mr. M.M. Thomas of the Christian Institute on Religion and Society in 
Bangalore, chairman of the World Council of Churches' Central Committee. 
Attractively printed on offset press with photographic illustrations, the 
quarterly will interpret the wide range of EACC concerns in the area of 
urban industrial mission, family life, inter-church aid, Christian educa- 
tion and lay training. Book reviews by Asians and a chronicle of develop- 
ments in the life of the churches widen the picture given of Asian life. 


The magazine is available from EACC, 14/2 Pramuan Koad, Bangkok. 


EPS 
MINISTRY STUDY INAUGURATED 
BY SOUTH PACIFIC ASSOCIATION 
Suva, Fiji, (EPS) -- Churches in the South Pacific have been asked to examine 


traditional patterns of ministry and ways in which they should be changed to 
meet new situations. The request was made at the first assembly of the 
South Pacific Association of Theological Schools held here recently. 


A paper entitled "Shapes of the Ministry in the Pacific in 1975" had been 

prepared by the Rev. Bernard Thorogood of the Cook Islands at the request 

of the association. Acting on the findings of Mr. Thorogood, the associa- 
tion put several questions to the churches. 


They have been asked to consider the possibility of new forms of ministry, 
e.g. the ministry of women, part-time ministries etc., as well as the 
economic situation of ministers. 


Attending the Suva meeting was the principal of each of the 12 theological 
schools of the South Pacific Islands with the chairman of the theological 
education committee in each island church. Dr. George A.F. Knight, principal 
of Pacific Theological College, is president of the association. 


At its assembly, the theological association formed an accreditation com- 
mittee to examine applications for membership and laid plans for pooling 
library resources. It was announced that the World Council of Churches' Theo- 
logical Education Fund will grant scholarships to indigenous teachers 

for study at Pacific Theological College and for doctoral study =e oleee 
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LIBERIAN VICE PRESIDENT VISITS COUNCIL 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. William Tolbert of Monrovia, vice-president of the 
Republic of Liberia and president of its senate, paid a courtesy call on 
the World Council of Churches July 29 and was welcomed by its general 
secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, and other staff members. 


Dr. and Mrs. Tolbert were on their way to Baden, Austria for the Executive 
Committee of the Baptist World Alliance, of which he is president. Elected 
in 1965, he continues in office until July 1970 when the Alliance convenes 
in Tokyo. As president he travels extensively, visiting Baptist churches 
in many parts of the world. 


On hand to greet Dr. Tolbert were Canon Burgess Carr, a fellow Liberian, 
Dr. Lukas Vischer, the Rev. Reinhard Groscurth, the Rev. Paul Abrecht, 
the Rev. William H. Crane, all from the WCC staff; Dr. Gordon Lahrson, 
executive secretary of the Baptist Mission Board office at the Ecumenical 
Centre; Mr. Samuel Amissah, general secretary of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches; and U Kyaw Than, general secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conference. 

EPS 


MIDDLE-CLASS MENTALITY IMPEDES 
RACE PROGRESS, ALC CHURCHMAN SAYS 


St. Paul, Minnesota, (EPS) -- If the Church wishes to be a force for social 
change in America, it should seek to influence middle-class whites "who 
have the power to change the political structure", according to Charles 
Lutz, newly elected associate general secretary of the U.S. Conference of 
the World Council of Churches (EPS No. 25). 


Commenting on his three-year term as director of the Centre for Urban 
Encounter here, Mr. Lutz said, "Three years ago race and poverty were our 
major concerns. Now it's the middle-class mentality that exists in suburbia 
but is not confined to suburbia. 


"Up to now we have only turned people loose to affect the society at random", 
he said, commenting on the results of sensitivity training and educational 
programmes sponsored by his organization. '"Now the need is for models of 
corporate action." 


The Church has the loyalty of "middle Americans - middle in age, wealth and 
politics", Mr. Lutz said. "The Church can minister to them with their fears. 
Without their support, church money for social projects is drying up." 


Mr. Lutz, 37, a layman of the American Lutheran Church, is a graduate of 
an ALC seminary but was not ordained. He edited One magazine, a youth 


publication, before going to the ecumenically sponsored Centre for Urban 
Encounter. 


EPS 
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Special Report 


THIRD LATIN AMERICAN EVANGELICAL CONFERENCE 


Buenos Aires, (EPS) -- One of the most broadly representative gatherings 
in the annals of Latin American Protestantism was the Third Latin American 
Evangelical Conference in Buenos Aires July 13-19. 


Originally scheduled for February 1968 in Brazil, the recent meeting drew 
representatives from 43 denominations in 23 countries. 


Through National Christian Councils, all churches had been invited to send 
delegates even those not belonging to any national council. 


Ten Pentecostal churches were among those who responded, signifying their 
desire to participate in the main stream of Latin American Protestantism. 


The theme of the conference was "Debtors to the World" (Rom. 1:14). It was 
divided into six sub-topics dealing with the responsibility of "Evangelical" 
or Protestant churches amid social, economic and political changes, in the 
transition from a rural to an urban society, towards women and youth and 

the Roman Catholic community. 


In a masterful address Dr. José Miguez-Bonino pointed out Evangelicals owe 
a debt for the "wealth of devotion, dedication, faithfulness to Christ and 
missionary fervour that has sprung up within the Roman Catholic community". 


He analysed the present crisis of Latin American Catholicism in terms of 
"an established church versus a people's church, a hierarchical church 
versus a community of love, and a church of religion versus a church of the 
Gospel". 


No doubt some Protestants felt more comfrotable, he said, when they could 
classify the whole Roman Church in one pattern of thought and action. 


The debt can be paid by bringing the Gospel, and by a "'service of admonition 
in love, in the ethical and political spheres as well as in the sphere of 
doctrine". 


By a unanimous vote the entire conference accepted the short, pungent 

report of the commission which debated this subject. It said in part: 

"Our faithfulness to Him /Jesus Christ/ compels us to recommend to all our 
Evangelical brethren of this continent the expression in positive action of 
the love with which God loved us, and the demonstration of understanding and 
Christian brotherhood towards the Roman Catholic community." 


The delegates noted "with real understanding and deep feeling...the great 
steps towards renewal which are operating in certain sectors of the Roman 
Catholic community". Especially cited were "a new attitude towards other 
communities and ideologies, Christian and non-Christian, a marked interest 
in the Scriptures and their distribution, and a strong position on solving 


social and economic ills". 
(more) 
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Other sectors of the Roman Church, however, "reflect an aimost complete 
lack of any influence of these new tendencies", the delegates stated. 
"They are on many occasions obstacles to true expressions of liberty." 


Great doctrinal differences still separate Evangelicals and Catholics, 

it was noted. Both sides are still guilty of "ignorance and prejudices", 

the Protestants affirmed. 

Bible study, prayer and service to the neighbour were suggested as means 

of building a fuller mutual appreciation that will "draw us closer to Christ". 


It was unfortunate that very few youth were present especially since this 
is a continent where 50% of the population is under 20 years of age. 


The message of the conference called for "identification with the suffering 
and hopes of Latin American man" and for "proclamation of the Word and 
participation in the search for more just and humane forms of social 
organization". 


The Provisional Committee for Latin American Unity (UNELAM) was asked to 
disseminate the various conference recommendations, to arrange follow-up 
meetings on a regional basis and to prepare for a Fourth Ecumenical Con- 
ference within five years. An appeal was made to UNELAM and the churches 
that have not so far related themselves to the movement towards unity to 
go forward in increasing contact and dialogue. 


This action might be taken as tacit recognition of UNELAM, even though 
no attempt was made to set up a permanent ecumenical council. 
EPS 
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ARCHBISHOP CALLS FOR ACTION 


Canterbury, England, August 12, (EPS) -- Translate your aims and ideals 
into positive action, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, 
-old leaders of the ecumenical movement at a service in the historic cathe- 
dral here tonight. 


The candid call came in a service filled with the pomp and ceremony of the 
Anglican Church at which the archbishop welcomed the 120-member policy- 
making Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. The committee 

is holding its annual meeting at the University of Kent here (August 12-23). 


But the service cut across the ritual of denomination and establishment. 

The local Salvation Army band led the praise with the centuries-old pipe 
organ. A Roman Catholic priest and a Russian Orthodox priest together with 

a theological student from the University of Newcastle and a Lutheran minister 
from Brazil read passages from the Bible, standing by the hand-carved pulpit 
depicting the Crucifixion. A former general in the Indonesian army and a 
secretary from the Caribbean read messages challenging the churchmen to come 
to grips with the modern world. They pleaded with the Church to seek world 
justice and a lasting peace through the “everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ". 


Dr. Ramsey, who is a former president of the 21-year-old World Council, 
welcomed the churchmen to the "mother church" of the Anglican communion that 
had William Temple, a pioneer of the ecumenical movement, as archbishop and 
George Bell as dean. 


The 1,000-seat nave of the cathedral was filled for the service, which was 
attended by the Mayor and Corporation of the city along with representatives 
of the churches in the British Isles. 


In his address the archbishop said the World Council exposed itself to divine 
judgement by having the text "I make all things new" as the theme of its 

Fourth Assembly in Sweden last year. "It is one thing", he said, "to talk 
about God making things new, and it is another thing to be ready to be renewed". 


The ageing primate said the Church is made to reckon with the realism of 
youth's demands in a new way. "Our faith", he said, "is tested by our actions 
about race and poverty." 


Earlier in the day the Executive Committee of the World Council decided at 

the end of its three-day meeting to invite seven leaders of the younger genera- 
tion to be guests of the Central Committee. They will be permitted to take 
part in the committee debates. Those invited are: 


The Rev. Larry Cheah, a Methodist from Malaysia; Rieweh R. Cunville, a 
Presbyterian from India; the Rev. Kirill Goundiaev, a Russian Orthodox from 
the USSR; Miss Isabelle Johnston, an Anglican from Sierra Leone; Mr. B. 
Kiplagat, an Anglican from Kenya; the Rev. Hector Mendez, a Presbyterian 
from Cuba; and Mr. David Parker, a Congregationalist from Australia. 


(more) 
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In its twelve days of debate the policy-making committee will consider the 
churches' role in relief work in the two-year-old Nigeria/Biafra civil war; 
a new plan for the eradication of racism; relationships with Roman 
Catholics; and the Church's role in helping close the widening gap between 
rich and poor nations. Specific issues of world evangelism and relationships 
with Jews and men of other faiths will also be discussed. 

EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL CONCERN FOR "VERTICAL DIMENSION" 
STRESSED BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 


Canterbury, England, August 13, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches has 
not given in to "self-sufficient humanism" as long as it continues to witness 
to salvation in Jesus Christ, Mr. M.M. Thomas, 53, of Bangalore, India today 
told the top policy-making body of the World Council meeting in this ancient 
cathedral-city. 


As chairman of the WCC's 120-member Central Committee, Mr. Thomas was making 
his first report to the committee since his election in July 1968 at Uppsala, 
Sweden. 


The strong emphasis on man at the Fourth WCC Assembly in Uppsala has brought 
criticism on this international council of Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
churches, Mr. Thomas noted. Scandinavian theologians, for instance, have 
said it was stressing the "horizontal dimension" of Christianity at the ex- 
pense of the "vertical". They termed it "the entry into ecumenical theology 
of some form of the old type of self-sufficient humanism through the back 
door", according to Thomas. 


"So long as the crucified and risen Jesus of Nazareth is declared the only 

one through whom men receive forgiveness and sonship and attain true humanity, 
He remains the Other and the End....And the charge of liberalism or pantheism 
or historicism entering through the back door does not seem valid", the Central 
Committee chairman said. 


A layman of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church (one of the "Oriental Orthodox" 
churches), Mr. Thomas is director of the Christian Institute for the Study 
of Religion and Society in Bangalore. He also chairs the smaller Executive 
Committee of the Central Committee. His speech at Canterbury was a report 
from the Executive, which has met twice in the past year. 


In a review of developments during the 12-month period, he mentioned several 
"primary concerns" of the World Council of Churches. These included world 
economic development, racial justice, education, international questions, 

and studies on man. He noted also that a committee is studying the essential 
nature of the World Council to clarify its priorities and to develop a struc- 
ture to fulfil them. 


On the subject of. development he said: "New funds (made available by the 
churches) should relate themselves to secular, governmental and inter-govern- 


mental channels and programmes. 
(more) 
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"It would be bad to confine channelling of new funds to inter-church 
channels", Mr. Thomas said. It would vitiate the church-community-state 
relations in the developing nations, and may put the clock back with regard 
to the relation between the churches of the developed and developing countries. 


"Ultimately the problems of under-developed regions cannot be solved except 
through state and inter-state initiatives and the building up of inter- 
national economic structures conducive to development", the Indian churchman 
stated. 


The World Council's work in the development field is "most significant", 
according to the Central Committee chairman, because of the "increasing 
anxiety all round whether the Second Development Decade will end in failure 
as the first one did because of entrenched power-structures hindering the 
growth of the national and international economic structures favouring world 
development" 


Noting that "tremendous forces of dehumanization" are operating within the 
technological and social revolutions taking place today, Mr. Thomas called 
ene studies on man ay”. getting under way in several World Council divisions 
"of prime importance" 


This subject has a theological dimension, he said, which the Faith and Order 
Commission is studying. 


According to Mr. Thomas, the Executive Committee will submit to this meeting 
of the Central Committee a proposal for a study of human freedom and ful- 
fillment in future-oriented societies and the meaning of Christ in relation 
to them. Such societies plan technological and social changes with a view 
to shaping the future. If approved, the Church and Society Department would 
conduct this study. 


In his speech Mr. Thomas paid tribute to several "ecumenical pioneers" who 
had died in.the past year. Among them were J.H. Oldham, an honorary WCC 
president; the Protestant theologian Karl Barth; and Augustin Cardinal Bea, 
president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


Cardinal Bea "helped greatly to lay the foundations for the present fruitful 
ee ppszetion between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of 
Churches", Mr. Thomas said. 


Elsewhere in his speech he spoke of "developing relations between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World Council which are leading to a "common plan to 
study the different aspects of the meaning of membership of the Catholic 
Church in the fellowship of the World Council". The Pope has “referred 
favourably to the proposed study", he noted. 


"The ecumenical movement today is one of the most living and dynamic 
realities of the modern world", Thomas concluded. Ecumenism has become "a 
people's movement in some parts of the world" and has found "vital expression 
in national and regional councils of churches and is a "living reality in 

the Roman Catholic Church thanks to the Vatican Council". 


(more) 
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"This situation of ferment. is very creative", he said, "but also calls for 
greater comprehension and discrimination. How to be a fellowship of churches 


serving the ecumenical reality in this present stage is the question before 
the Central Committee." 


EPS 
NEW VOCABULARY FOR 
CONTROVERSIAL. TOPIC 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- "Communion" is in, and "intercommunion" is 


out in the new terminology of theologians, a group of scholars from various 
Christian traditions have said following a working group of the Commission 
on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches meeting here. 


Prof. John Deschner from Dallas, Texas (USA) said the scholars have "re- 
gistered recognition that Christians are in a new situation with the widening 
of the ecumenical partnership and the growing increase in joint services". 


The scholars have thrown out "intercommunion" because churches have now 
gone beyond merely getting together and are seeking a deeper union with each 
other. Hence the scholars are using the term "communion" to signify the 
"full communion" which is the ultimate goal of the ecumenical movement. 


These conclusions came at the end of a discussion of a paper entitled 
"Beyond Intercommunion". They will be the subject of further study and 
debate at the Commission on Faith and Order to be held in 1971. 


The paper to be published although it has no formal status, will attempt 
to clarify the meaning of words connnected with the controversial topic. 


The meeting, held at the University of Kent here, was the first of the 
Commission's working groups to have Roman Catholics attending as members. 
They were elected with Vatican approval at the World Council's Fourth 
Assembly in Sweden last year. 


The scholars also discussed a paper on the "Unity of the Church and the 
Unity of Mankind" in which the unity of mankind in history, in the Bible 
and in social and church traditions was explained. 

EPS 


WCC MAY. LIFT NIGERIA/BIAFRA 
APPEAL TO $5,000,000 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches' Division of 
Inter=church “Aid, Refugee and World Service is seeking authorization from 
the’ policy-making Central Committee to increase its appeal to $5,000,000 
on behalf of war victims on both sides of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict. 


This was agreed “by the Divisional Committee when it met here August 5-7. 
The Central Committee convenes August 12-23, also at the University of Kent. 


(more) 
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At Uppsala last year the Fourth Assembly fixed the level of the appeal at 
$3,800,000. The money is needed to help finance the churches' relief 
services and rehabilitation projects for persons in acute distress. 


New relief projects proposed to the Divisional Committee by the Christian 
Council of Nigeria were: 


- A pilot project to provide essential food, shelter, clothing, and 
medical care for uprooted children who would otherwise die or suffer 
permanent physical handicaps. This project requires $93,576. 


- A '"promotive health" programme which needs $136,000 if it is to 
be launched. 


To aid Biafra, the Divisional Committee was told, Joint Church Aid, acting 
on behalf of 35 Protestant and Roman Catholic relief organizations in 21 
countries, has flown in 35,000 metric tons of food, medicines, and medical 
supplies by means of 3,100 flights in the last year. 


Two crews had lost their lives in flying accidents. The first crash took 
place on December 5 and the second August 4. Neither was due to military 
activity. 


Joint Church Aid's budget for May-September this year stands at $25 million, 
some of which is being contributed in kind. So far no hospitals or sickbays 
have been closed for lack of supplies. 


However, this warning was given on the Biafran situation: ''The Red Cross 
reports that in June food supplies were reduced to approximately 50 tons 

a day against a minimum requirement of 3,000 tons a day. In July, due to 
the Joint Church Aid effort, the average rose to 100 toms a day. 


"This reduction led to severe disruption of the distribution system and the 
consequent closing of many feeding centres. With the stopping of Red Cross 
relief flights, reports from the Red Cross indicate a death rate of 50 
children daily by mid-July. A week later it rose to over 100 a day and the 
escalation continues. In camps and feeding centres served by the churches, 
the, death rate was reported to be even higher." 


These statistics were given for the churches" relief effort: "Camps 1,586; 
refugees 1,049,256; feeding centres 1,958; population of feeding centres 
1,751,899; sickbays 150; population of sickbays 13,935; vaccinations 
against measles 796,812; vaccinations against smallpox 2,025,537. 


In another action the Divisional Committee set the level of its 1970 Service 
Programme at $1,891,500, although the income foreseen at present is only 
$1,700,000. All co-operating agencies were therefore urged to increase 
their support for the Service Programme so that income will balance ex- 
penditure. The financial position will be reviewed when the committee meets 
in December. 


If the Central Committee approves the proposed programme to eliminate racism 
growing out of the London Consultation in May, DICARWS agreed to accept 


(more) 
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responsibility for financing one-third of the actual cost of the programme 
up to $50,000 a year for each of the years 1970 and 1971. 


DICARWS will also set aside 20% of its free reserves, which stand at 
$931,294, provided the WCC's Executive Committee obtains the endorsement 
of the Division's officers that the uses to which this contribution are 
put are consonant with the Divisional Committee's responsibilities for the 
Stewardship of the resources committed to its administration. 


EPS 
DWME ACTS ON RACE, 
EDUCATION, LITERATURE 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Continuation of the Theological Education 


Fund (TEF), a new type of office on Christian literature development, and 
$25,000 for each of two years to help start a programme to eradicate racism 
were among the actions taken by the Executive Committee of the Division 

of World Mission and Evangelism meeting here August 5-9. 


Final approval for continuation of TEF and a Christian literature agency 
will have to be given by the Divisional Committee when it meets in Geneva 
December 8-16. 


(The Theological Education Fund makes grants for faculty study, theological 
associations, library facilities, publications and teaching aids. Last week 
the TEF Committee voted over $500,000 for 97 projects in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. The Christian Literature Fund encourages all types of 
activity related to literature from writing to bookselling.) 


In» addition to the $25,000 for a racism secretariat within the World Council 
of Churches, the Executive Committee of DWME agreed to transfer 20 per cent 
of its reserves to organizations representative of oppressed racial groups 
provided the Division's officers are assured such groups are in keeping with 
the aims of the Division. Both appropriations are dependent on the WCC 
Central Committee's giving approval for a programme against racism. 


Several concerns of interst to both the DWME and the Division of. Inter-church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service were discussed by both divisions. These 
included aid to Cuban churches, post-war assistance to Vietnam, the sharing 
of personnel across national boundaries, criteria for listing projects 
seeking funds through the WCC, a development fund, and WCC structures. 


On the question of aid to Cuban churches, the DWME Executive Committee agreed 
to help raise funds for those churches on a decreasing scale through 1972 
as they increase their. self-support. 


In addition, three projects of ecumenical significance will be supported: 
Matanzas Theological Seminary, the Cuban Council of Evangelical Churches, 
and the Christian Study Centre in Havana. 


On Vietnam, the DWME agreed to send five people to Paris in October as part 
of a 30-member group that will solicit the views of Vietnamese peace 


(more) 
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negotiators on the task of the churches in reconstruction. The ultimate 
goal is a total Vietnam programme including not only relief and rehabilita- 
tion projects but the whole Christian concern in the context of all South- 
East Asia. 


The Consultation on Post-war Reconstruction originally scheduled for 
October in Singapore has been postponed until February to benefit from the 
results of the Paris exploratory consultation. 


The DWME Executive Committee agreed to join with DICARWS in 


- setting up a Committee on the Ecumenical Sharing of Personnel 
to see that the exchange of personnel between different churches 
and countries is international, inter-racial and interdenominational, 
and to study the problems involved; 


- drawing up guidelines on projects that are recommended by the WCC, 
pointing out neglected areas, curbing total askings, moving towards 
a statement of priorities, and raising questions about the whole 
pattern of church giving; 


- continuing the Diakonia (Service) Desk for one year. 


The Division's Role 


Throughout the week-long DWME meeting, the emphasis was on the Division's 
role as catalyst, spurring WCC member churches, councils of churches and 
mission societies to examine their structures, policies and funding to see 
if they contribute to joint action for mission. 


In the discussion on WCC structure the question was whether this Division 
should be "operational or inspirational". One staff member answered: "We 
must do in order to know." 


Director Philip Potter said the main reason for experimental programmes 

such as the Christian Literature Fund and TEF was to help bring about change, 
to persuade churches and agencies to break out of their accustomed ways in 
order to meet the challenges of a universal technological civilization, 
which has produced a crisis of faith and a new search for meaning. 


This goal will be pursued further at the enlarged Divisional Committee 
meeting when 65 people from all six continents will consider three main 
issues: Salvation today, the relation of mission and development, and the 
role of mission agencies today. 


Officers who presided over the Executive Committee sessions at Canterbury 
were Dr. Tracey Jones, general secretary of the Board of Missions of the 
United Methodist Church, USA, and Dr. Soritua Nababan, general secretary 
of the National Council of Churches in Indonesia. 

EPS 
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STRONG REGIONAL BODIES 
AID URBAN INDUSTRIAL MISSION 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Regionalization is the guiding principle 
in the work of the Advisory Group on Urban Industrial Mission, the Rev. 
Daisuke Kitagawa of Geneva told the WCC's Executive Committee on World 
Mission and Evangelism here last week. 


Dr. Kitagawa was reporting on the Advisory Group's annual meeting which 
took place for the first time in Africa. He said the group stopped first 
in Dar es Salaam to examine urban mission there and were granted an hour- 
long interview with President Nyerere (EPS No. 28). 


Moving on to Nairobi, the group concentrated on planning for the coming 
year and evaluating experimental projects. They were aided in this by 
Prof. Perry Norton of New York University and the Rev. Randolph Nugent, 
director of the Metropolitan Urban Service Training Facility (MUST), both 
of New York City. 


Reports were given by regional urban industrial mission secretaries for 
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin and North America. 


In Africa, the All Africa Conference of Churches has been asked to appoint 

a successor to the Rev. Philip Bloy, who is returning to Great Britain after 
serving as Urban Africa Programme Secretary since the last assembly. A 
five-month training course on mission in cities has been held in Nairobi 

for people recommended by the churches. 


Singapore-based Harry Daniel, a Church of South India clergyman, reported 
a strong Asian committee, each of whose members is responsible for over- 
seeing work in at least one other country besides his own. Work there has 
entered a second phase. Advanced training is now becoming necessary for 
those who have led projects for at least five years. Experts are being 
sought to help appraise these projects. 


Two Latin American countries - Brazil and Argentina - have urban industrial 
projects, it was stated. Here the concern is to keep such projects related 
both to the churches and to peoples' movements. 


The European Church and Industry Contact Group is holding its next meeting 
in Austria. This group is becoming truly European in that both East and 
West and Scandinavian countries are represented. 


North American ministry leaders are giving special attention to the impact 
of U.S. and Canadian business and industry on the rest of the world. 


Since most of the action in urban industrial mission takes place on the 
local level, regional committees and national ones were advised to include 
people with professional skills among their membership so they can help 
local groups with problems that arise. 


The committee voiced appreciation to Bishop E.R. Wickham of Middleton, 
England as retiring chairman and welcomed Prof. Masao Takenaka of Osaka, 


Japan as his successor. 
EPS 
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CRITERIA FOR POLITICAL ACTION 
TO BE STUDIED BY CCIA 


Cambridge, England, (EPS) -- A fresh perspective on causes and effects of 
international tensions will be sought through studies soon to be initiated 
by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. This was one 
decision taken when the Executive Committee of CCIA held its 24th meeting 
here July 31 to August 3. 


One of the largest CCIA gatherings in the organization's 23-year history, 
the meeting drew commissioners from all six continents, officials of various 
governments and international and regional bodies, and representatives of 
other divisions and departments of the World Council of Churches. 


While planning to continue the work of past years, which focused primarily 
on assisting the churches with their political concerns and representing 
the WCC before governments and international organizations, the meeting 

at Cambridge recognized that new needs have arisen. 


One is to help the churches awaken among their members a genuine concern 
for political and international issues. This comes at a time when there is 
considerable frustration over the international situation with its numerous 
unsolved problems. 


Two programmes were suggested by which CCIA might intensify political aware- 
ness. Closer contacts will be sought with the WCC's 234 member churches 

and with councils of churches, both regional and national, to get informa- 
tion and advice from them and also to share knowledge gained from other 
churches. 


Secondly, medium and long-range study projects will be started that will 
provide criteria for action. The commissioners asked that these studies 
should begin as soon as possible, drawing together and evaluating materials 
from various sources. The goal would be a fresh perspective on the causes 
and probable effects of tensions in the political field. 


A consultation was also projected to analyse probable changes due on the 
international scene in the first part of the 1970s. It would enquire 
whether such changes require a reformation of Christian thought and response 
on such questions as security in an inter-connected world, the identity 

and interdependence of nations, the responsibilities of power, and the 
adoption of new structures. 


A number of current issues were taken up by the Executive Committee. © Recom- 
mendations made on them will be considered by the WCC Central Committee 
meeting in Canterbury this week. The issues included the Nigerian conflict, 
relations between Cuba and the USA, Vietnam, development, Greece, Rhodesia, 
racism, the situation in Southern Africa, Europe and the super-powers. 


A proposed list of Executive Committee members was drawn up together with 
suggestions for a chairman and vice-chairman. Commissioners will be polled 
by mail ballot. 

EPS 
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NEW MIGRATION STUDY 
TO GET UNDER WAY 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Migration pressures and the population 
explosion are to figure prominently in a special study by a new working 
group on migration in the World Council of Churches. This decision came 
following a two-day consultation here last week, 


The post-war migration problem of Europe has become a "permanent phenomenon" 
that is now an inter-continental problem, the consultation said. 


The movement to the cities in Africa, Asia and Latin America has created 
new migration problems for the group to study. 


Also on the priority list for study are: 


- projects leading to self-determination and self-development 
of migrants; 


- the relationship between education and planned employment; 


- an evaluation of the work done among migrants by regional, 
national and local councils of churches. 


The two-day consultation was sponsored by the World Council's secretariat 


on migration. 
EPS 


ORTHODOX YOUTH GROUP WILL 
EXAMINE ETHICS, SPIRITUALITY 


Chambésy, near Geneva, (EPS) -- A consultation on Orthodox spirituality and 
ethics in a new and changing world is one of three major meeting SYNDESMOS, 
the world organization of Orthodox youth, plans during the next two years. 
Scheduled for Summer 1971, the consultation will bring together a representa- 
tive group of Orthodox theologians, philosophers and scientists, according to 
a decision made by SYNDESMOS Executive Committee when it met here recently. 


Two further consultations are anticipated. One planned for next summer will 
assess present needs in religious education in Orthodox churches and move- 
ments and articulate the foundation on which a philosophy of Christian educa- 
tion can be developed applicable to all ages and groups. It will also discuss 
leadership training, curriculum development and youth work. 


A third consultation will focus on the meaning of Orthodox witness. 


The Executive Committee also endorsed plans for inter-Orthodox seminars to 
be held annually in Crete, Chambésy and Taizé, France on different themes 
related to Orthodox spirituality in modern society. 


In the first meeting of the executive body since the general assembly of 
SYNDESMOS last summer in Sweden, plans were made for new publications, 
including a monthly news bulletin in English published in Beirut, Lebanon, 
and an international directory of Orthodox churches, organizations and 


publications. 
EPS 
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Special Report 


THE MIXED BLESSINGS OF TOURISM 


Kyoto, (EPS) -- Japan, like many countries in Europe, is beginning to ex- 
perience a tourist boom. While Expo '70 promises to bring hundreds of 
thousands of overseas visitors, already the number of Japanese travelling 
within their own country has brought headaches to hotel and inn keepers 
and even to travel agents. 


Some of these problems received attention in a consultation on the present 

and future of tourism held recently at Nippon Christian Academy's Kansai 
Seminar House. The 39 participants were drawn from the hotel industry, travel 
bureaux, those responsible for arranging tours, such as teachers and union 
leaders, professors studying the new phenomenon of tourism and those in city 
government engaged in administration. 


Is there any way to discourage hundreds of school children waving the flags 

of their respective schools from crowding religious shrines and temples 

during the tourist season in April-May and October-November? Can the vacation 
period be lengthened so that tourist spots aren't overcrowded for only a few 
weeks of the year? Is it possible to lure tourists out of the cities so 

that they can enjoy the gifts of nature? 


These are some of the questions discussed under the chairmanship of Prof. 
Masao Takenaka of Doshisha University. The stage was set by Mr. Tomiji 
Hisada, president of the Japan Tourist Bureau's Kansai office, who spoke on 
trends and problems of contemporary tourism following greetings from Dr. 
Sensuke Kawamura, president of the Tourist Industry Academy. 


In Japan organized tours are still common. The graduation trips organized 
for students who have finished primary school are popular. The pros and 

cons of such groups were debated in the consultation. Despite the disturbing 
effect of such groups on other tourists, it was recognized that such tours 
give the next generation a first-hand view of historic places. But, said 

the consultation, "we need to diversify according to the needs and prefer- 
ences of different age groups". 


All agreed on the need to stagger the vacation period for workers over 
different seasons of the year. This would require the co-operation of both 
labour unions and employers, as well as the advance systematic planning of 
the use of leisure periods. 


The problem of the "haves" and the "have nots" was also discussed, those who 
have money for trips and those who have neither time nor money. 


"Tf leisure and tourism are the legitimate rights of people", said the con- 
sultation, "we must think seriously about ways to secure them for all people." 


Three meanings of the word leisure were recognized as important, according to 
Dr. Takenaka, The Latin word scola means a time for learning and reflection. 
Thus leisure was seen as a time for common learning and personal reflection. 


(more) 
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The French word lotsir suggests freedom for man to enjoy. Leisure time was 
seen as a time to be free to do what one likes spentaneously. 


Lastly the Judeo-Christian tradition correlates work with rest. The Sabbath 
is the time for rest, recreation and restoration of man. 


In old Japanese scciety the time of Matsurz (celebration or festival) was 
when village folk all participated in a common celebration. Many festivals 
have a religious connotation. but today when many men and women have lost 
their religious conmitments and roots, there is a need to find the factor 
which gives meaning to leisure. 


While the consultation at Nippon Christian Academy produced no final answers, 

those engaged in the tourist industry welcomed the opportunity to share in 

the search for meaning in this work of providing for other people's leisure. 
EPS 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Opposite: (515) The Archbishop of Canterbury approaches the Great West Door 

of the historical Cathedral Church of Christ at Canterbury for the opening 
service of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches on Tuesday, 
August 12. The archbishop delivered a welcome in which he called upon the 
churches to translate their visions into positive action. (516) The Cathedral 
Church of Christ at Canterbury is the "mother church" of the Anglican communion. 
It was the setting for the opening meeting of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of ‘Churches on Tuesday, August 12. ‘William Temple and Geofrey 
Fisher were archbishops here and George Bell was dean. - All three were leaders 
in the ecumenical movement. (517) A verger carries the cross of Canterbury 

to lead the presidents of the World Council of Churches into the Cathedral 
Church of Christ at Canterbury for the opening service of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches on Tuesday, August 12. Behind the six’ 
presidents are Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council 
and Miss Pauline M. Webb a vice-chairman of the Central Committee. Members 

of the Central Committee from the various church traditions follow. (518) Five 
of the six presidents of the World Council of Churches were at the annual 
Central Committee which was held at the University of Kent at Canterbury 

from August 12-23. Our photographer snapped them with the honorary president 
and general secretary prior to the opening service in the Cathedral Church of 
Christ’, Canterbury. ‘L. ‘to’R:° The Rev: “Dr. *John°C; Smith, USA; “the Rev. Uc. 
D.T. Niles, Ceylon; the Rev. Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president; 

the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary; Patriarch German of 
Yugoslavia; the Rt. Rev. A.H. Zulu, South Africa and the Rev. Dr. Ernest A. 
Payne, England. Bishop Dr. Johannes Lilje of Germany was absent owing to illness. 


Back Page: (519) Since the dedication of the Protestant-sponsored Ecumenical 
Centre at Figueira da Foz, Portugal, by WCC General Secretary Eugene Carson 

Blake on June 22, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Coimbra has designated a 
representative to join the leadership team and has started study groups on 
ecumenism. (520) Dr. Blake (third from left) was warmly received by the Papal 
Nuncio, Mgr. Giuseppe Maria Sensi (on his left), at the latter's residence,Lisbon. 


(521) Thirty-one churchmen from Latin America, North America and Europe 
advised the World Council on how it might assist Christians to witness in 
Latin America during a recent three-day consultation at WCC headquarters, Geneva. 


(522) The vice-president of the Liberian Republic, Dr. William Tolbert, and 
Mrs. Tolbert paid a visit to the headquarters of the World Council of Churches 
last month where they were received by General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake 
(by window) and other staff. Dr. Tolbert (on Blake's left) is president of 
the World Baptist Alliance. 


(523) Peace was the subject for discussion when representatives of the Russian 
Orthodox Church and the Church of the Brethren (USA) met for an international 
seminar in Geneva July 22-29. 


Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church, one of six WCC presidents, paid 
his first visit to Geneva July 28. While here he (524) discussed the riches of 
the Orthodox tradition with Ecumenical Institute students at Bossey, near Geneva, 
(525) toured the institute with Prof. N. Nissiotis, director (r.), (526) dis- 
cussed ecumenical concerns with Dr. E. Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, and 
(527) gave the benediction at an Orthodox Divine Liturgy in Ecumenical Centre. p5. 


(Photos available from WCC Film/Photo Section, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 
Geneva 20, Switzerland at handling charge of $1.25; 10/-; S.Fr./DM 5.-) 
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STRONGER PROGRAMME TO COMBAT 
RACISM ASKED 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Members of the top policy-making body of the 
World Council of Churches called for sharpening up a proposed programme to 
eradicate racism. 


In the first discussion of a proposal suggested by the Executive Committee, 
speakers from countries as far apart as Korea, Kenya, India, France and 
Cameroon said again and again that racism is "a universal phenomenon". 

Prof. Roger Mehl of Paris said: "Like the plague, it appears first here and 
then there without our being able to explain its cause." 


All 17 speakers approved the intent of the resolution, but one after another 
expressed the hope that the programme might be strengthened. 


Major emphases of the proposal were the appointment of a three-man staff to 
conduct a five-year programme of education in the churches, and a special 
fund to be raised among member churches of the World Council to assist 
organizations struggling for racial justice. 


The proposal stemmed from a WCC-sponsored Consultation on Racism held in 
London's Notting Hill district last May. Called at the request of the Central 
Committee, it was asked to update WCC policy in the area of racism. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, World Council general secretary, first presented 
the report from Notting Hill but noted it did not require approval. 


The Executive Committee resolution was referred, after a one-and-a-half hour 
debate, to a policy sub-committee and will come back to the Central Committee 
this week for final action. 

EPS 


RHODESIA AND GREAT POWERS 
COME UNDER FIRE 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Rhodesia and the great powers came under fire 
at a meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches here. 


A report from the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) 
said the new constitution of Rhodesia must be regarded as "merely continuing 
a course of human injustice which the Christian conscience must reject". 


The commission also stressed the need for a deeper understanding of the 
psychological situation in the Arab nations, which feel that the great powers, 
by their support given to the establishment of the State of Israel, have done 
injustice to the inhabitants of Palestine. 


Prof. Dr. Ulrich Scheuner, who teaches law at the University of Bonn and is 
chairman of the CCIA, told the Central Committee that his executive group 
meeting at Cambridge July 31 to August 3 had gone a step further on Rhodesia 
and urged governments and public to recognize that those who struggle against 
physical force, oppression and injustice, merit consideration and. support. 


(more) 
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The Cambridge meeting had also expressed the need for an alteration of the 
United States' policy towards Cuba, urging the end of the economic blockade 
and restoration of diplomatic relations between the two countries. 


The National Council of Churches in the USA will be informed of this in the 
hope that both government and public opinion can be changed on the issue. 


Professor Scheuner said any aid programme during the Nigerian civil war "will 
have political implications". But "this cannot make Christians abstain who 
feel bound in their conscience" to give aid, he added. 


The report, which goes to the Central Committee's policy committee, returns 
for further debate on a new programme for the commission. 


EPS 
SEVEN CHURCHES ADMITTED 
TO WORLD COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches moved into a 


new era here when its Central Committee on August 16 approved full membership 
for two colourful non-Western churches whose dynamic Christian life style 
could help change the whole tone and tempo of the 21-year-old ecumenical body. 


The Church of Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu, Congo-Kinshasa, 
is the first African church founded without missionaries to join the Council. 


The Evangelical Pentecostal Church "Brazil for Christ" with 1,100,000 members 
is the second largest Pentecostal church in South America. Its membership 

in the World Council marks the entrance of Pentecostalism on a large scale. 
Two small Pentecostal churches already are members. 


The Kimbanguist Church was founded by Simon Kimbangu, who started his prophetic 
ministry in 1921. Within several months he had created the greatest religious 
revival in the Congo. Tens of thousands made the pilgrimage to Nkamba, in 

the lower Congo, to hear the prophet and be healed. 


Simon Kimbangu was imprisoned by the Belgians, who thought he was against 
colonial power. He died there in 1951, after a 30-year imprisonment. The 
Kimbanguist movement grew steadily under persecution. 


His Eminence Joseph Diangienda, youngest son of Simon Kimbangu, is now the 
leader of the church, which was founded officially in 1956 and now claims 
three million adherents. 


The Rev. W. Henry Crane, secretary for Africa in the World Council's Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism, said the Kimbanguist Church could bring into 
the ecumenical mainstream "the freshness of a church that still has about it 
the character of a movement consciously identified with salvation history 
because of the similarity of its own history with the Bible story". "For 
them the liturgy is still very much the work of the people, not something done 
for them by professionals", Mr. Crane said. 

(more) 


No. 30 - 21st August, 1969 4 


Mr. Crane described the Kimbanguist Church as "Black Power at its redemptive 
best". He stressed the importance Kimbanguists attach to the dimensions of 
mystery and to the psychic phenomena, including healing. : 


"The Kimbanguist Church can help us to recover the understanding of the 
gospel as an event to be celebrated in the broadest sense of that term", he 
predicted. 


The Rev. Jean B. Bokeleale, general secretary of Disciples of Christ in Congo, 
the Rev. Albert Th. Nyemb, Yaoundé, Cameroon, and Mr. William Conton, in the 
Ministry of Education of Sierra Leone, also spoke in favour of the church's 
admission. 


The Rev. Dr. Walter J. Hollenweger, secretary for Evangelism in the Division 

of World Mission and Evangelism, interpreted the membership of the Evangelical 
Pentecostal Church "Brazil for Christ" as a strong contribution to evangelism - 
"not just the bringing of people into the church, but communicating the 

gospel to the world". The Rev. Manoel de Melo is president of the church, 
which recently dedicated a sanctuary that will ultimately seat 24,000. 


"The Pentecostalists will bring to the World Council a different style of 
dealing with each other", he said. "Instead of giving a speech, they sing a 
song, instead of making a statement, they give a testimony. We will have to 
learn to tie into their oral network of communication, because their's is an 
oral culture", Dr. Hollenweger explained. 


The Central Committee also approved the full membership of three other 
churches: one each in Poland, Indonesia and Jamaica. 


The Polish Mariavite Church, which has 24,000 believers, is organized in three 
dioceses and 34 parishes. It has four bishops and 32 priests. The church was 
founded in 1906 after a group of priests and members broke away from the 

Roman Catholic Church on grounds of differences of interpretation of the Bible 
and in rejection of papal primacy and infallibility. 


The Karo Batak Protestant Church of Kabandjahe, North Sumatra, Indonesia, has — 
65,000 members and is preparing another 10,000 for membership. It has 19 
ordained and 38 unordained ministers. | 


The Moravian Church in Jamaica has 23,000 members in 51 congregations. The 
church began in Jamaica in 1732. The Rev. Edwin Taylor, of the Methodist 
Church in the Caribbean, in proposing approval said the church has a great 
influence on Jamaican society and was active in ecumenical relations. 


A Latin American and an African church were both accepted into associate 
membership, each having under 10,000 members. The United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Argentina has 5,384 baptized members, of whom 2,193 are communicants, 
23 congregations and two preaching centres, 16 national and six missionary 
ministers. The president is Pastor Juan Cobrda. 


The Presbyterian Church of Liberia, organized in 1857, has been independent 
since 1868. It has 12 churches with a membership of nearly 1,000 communicants. 


(more) 
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Central Committee action on membership is provisional and is transmitted to 
the World Council's present membership, not all of whom have representation 
on the Central Committee. Unless objections from more than one-third of all 
member churches are received within six months, the applicants are officially 
received into the ecumenical organization. 


Applications approved August 16 will bring World Council membership to 229 
full members and 13 associate, for a total of 242 member churches. Until 
the six-month period is over, membership will be 224 full members and 11 
associate for a total of 235 churches. Associate members are churches with 
less than 10,000 members. 


The Central Committee also voted to admit the Hong Kong Christian Council as 
an associated council of the World Council of Churches. Established in 1954, 
it now comprises 22 churches and Christian organizations, representing 752 

of the total Protestant church membership in Hong Kong - estimated at 160,000 
at the end of 1967. This brings to 25 the number of national councils of 
churches in association with the WCC. 


EPS 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE SENDS MESSAGE 
TO IRISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The Central Committee of the World Council of 


Churches sent assurance of its prayers to the churches in Northern Ireland 
during its meeting here last week. 


As tensions rose in the British province and troops were called in to keep 
Roman Catholic and Protestant factions apart, Dr. George Otto Simms, the 
Anglican Primate of All Ireland, left the Central Committee meeting and 
returned to Armagh for urgent consultations with church leaders. 


The message from the Central Committee said: 
Rev. R.D.E. Gallagher, Chairman of the Irish Council of Churches 


"The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in 
Canterbury sends to you and our other good friends in the leader- 
ship of all the churches in Northern Ireland the assurance of our 
prayers at this time. We share your deep distress that the tragic 
tensions of Northern Ireland have not found healing but on the contrary 
that the name of Jesus Christ is abused in support of the perpetuation 
of grave injustice or of the attempt by violence to destroy public 
order. The Anglican Primate of All Ireland as a member of our committee 
on his urgent return home will be able to assure you that the one 
ecumenical fellowship stands with you in your struggle for right and 
reconciliation and shares your grief for the sufferings of the 
victims of these events." 

EPS 
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CHURCHES WARNED OF 
DANGERS ON WAY TO UNITY 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- A Swiss theologian has warned the churches of 
the ecumenical movement about the danger of turning conversations into an 
"institutional structure" that would prevent them from being exposed to God's 
action. 


Conversations are not substitutes for the fellowship of which the New 
Testament speaks, said Dr. Lukas Vischer, 42, in reporting to the Central 
Committee on the work of the World Council of Churches' Secretariat on Faith 
and Order, which he directs. 


Dr. Vischer said the move towards unity still needs a goal. He suggested 
the "one universal council" mentioned in a document on the “Catholicity of 
the Church" at the WCC's Fourth Assembly in Sweden last year. 


He pleaded with the churchmen to "aim resolutely" at the establishment of 
fellowship if their conversations are to be a "credible and meaningful" enter- 
prise. But the fellowship can only arise, Dr. Vischer said, "when the 
divisions and condemnations of the past are replaced by mutual, responsible 
commitment". 


A truly ecumenical council presupposes reconciliation, a fellowship in the 
Eucharist and "a definite sense of universal solidarity", according to 

Dr. Vischer. Churches must "break through the barriers that divide men from 
each other" and show the oneness of mankind. 


Dr. Vischer was using the term "council" in the sense of a representative 
assembly of all Christians. And he urged the churches to achieve the kind 
of fellowship with one another that would make it possible for them to hold 
such a council together if circumstances required it. 


The report was sent to the sub-committee on policy reference and will come 
back to the full committee for further debate and action. 


EPS 
CHURCH DISAGREEMENT ON MISSION 
SURFACES AT WCC MEETING 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- "Socratic evangelism" or a willingness to 


listen to people of other faiths may be the pattern the churches must follow 
in a secular age, Prof. Jan Lochman of Prague suggested to the 120-member 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


"In Czechoslovakia our willingness to enter into dialogue with secularists 
bore fruit", Professor Lochman reported. "Today the world Church has lost 
the authority it had in the past. And it doesn't work to approach the world 
as though we have all the answers. Paternalism today is impossible", he said. 


The Czech theologian, who lectures at the University of Basle (Switzerland), 
was speaking to the report of the WCC's Division of World Mission and 


(more) 
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Evangelism (DWME). It had been presented by the chairman of the Division, 
Dr. Tracey Jones, who is general secretary of the United Methodist Church's. 
Board of Missions (USA). 


"There is a violent dialectical struggle going on in the World Council on 
what the Christian mission is", said Father John Meyendorff of Crestwood, 
New York. He urged the committee to make a choice among the various alter- 
natives offered at the WCC's Uppsala assembly of last year. 


An Asian Methodist, Dr. D.T. Niles, said everyone accepted the need to pro- 
claim the gospel of Jesus Christ so that men might be saved. But, said 

Dr. Niles, there is disagreement as to who is Jesus Christ, where is he 
found, how can he be identified? 


The director of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism, the Rev. Philip 
Potter, pointed out that this disagreement is present in all the churches, 
not just in the World Council. 


"We believe the issue must be fought out in mutual trust within the fellow- 
ship of the World Council", he said. "And we are determined not to lose 

our nerve.'' The Division acts as a catalyst, stimulating studies on mission 
in many countries and then publicizing the results around the world, according 
to Potter. 


The Central Committee has been asked to approve new programmes in theological 
education, Christian literature production, the ecumenical sharing of mission 
personnel, and urban and industrial mission. The vote comes this week. 


EPS 
NEW LOOK FOR WORLD COUNCIL 
ASSEMBLIES SUGGESTED 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Five different "models" for the next assembly 


of the World Council of Churches were laid before the Central Committee 
August 16 in a report from its Structure Committee. 


The committee, appointed after last year's assembly in Uppsala, was charged 
to consider, among other things, the character of the assemblies held every 
six or seven years, and their place in the life of the World Council. 


It says it has arrived at a common mind on certain preliminary considerations, 
one of which is that the assembly is "a festival of the people of God". It 
cited the need for a re-examination of the use of non-voting members of an 
assembly, and of further participation of women, laity, and youth. 


Among the five "models" described in the report, the first would eliminate 
the review of work accomplished between assemblies and would give the 
responsibility for this to the Central and Divisional Committees or their 
equivalents. Another would reduce the number of competitors for the floor 
to 240 instead of 800 and enable the voice of the smaller member churches 
to be more easily heard. 

(more) 
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A third model suggests a limit of 700 delegates, grouped in three different 
categories, and would divide the meeting into a Business Assembly, Reference 
Committees and Committee of Finance, and Sections dealing with central themes 
that look towards future programmes. 


The fourth model is concerned only with the method by which delegates to the 
assembly are chosen, and the fifth would divide the assembly into a Governing 
Body and a Congress. It suggests that the name "assembly" should be 
abandoned as a sign of the intention to break with established "evil" ways. 


The Central Committee will come back at a later session to the report on 
structure. 
EPS 


FUTURE OF HUMAN SOCIETY MAY 
BE STUDIED BY WORLD COUNCIL 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- We live in a world of three-and-a-half billion 
people, and our environment - whether we realize it or not - is seriously 
endangered by the real and potential misuse of our own technological develop- 
ments. 


Dr. Margaret Mead, the eminent American anthropologist, sounded a serious note 
in speaking to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches here 
August 14. In presenting a report from the Council's Department on Church 

and Society, Dr. Mead warned of an urgent need for international understanding 
and agreement on the control of destructive elements inherent in scientific 
innovation and change. 


"Curbing technology where it can harm us, and encouraging research and develop- 
ment where it can improve the life of man is part of our stewardship of the 
earth under God", she added. 


The report from this department urged a broad study programme on the future 
of human society in a world increasingly shaped and moulded by science and 
technology, yet plagued by unrest, intolerance, inequality, and racism. 


Failure to understand the real problems connected with today's rapid techno- 
logical progress could lead to pollution of man's ideas and actions as well 
as his environment, Dr. Mead said. 


The study programme, suggested by a working group which met in Zurich, Switzer- 
land, during July, is a response to the Uppsala assembly's call for study on 
the issues of technology, changing social structures, the function of law, 

and the elimination of racism. 


The 30-member working group, headed by Prof. S.L. Parmar of India, included 
participants from 13 countries in Asia, Europe, and North America, and two 
observer-participants from the Roman Catholic Church. Consultants came from 


the fields of scientific research, government study, philosophy, ethics, and 
science information services. 


The working group noted that 80 per cent of the scientists who have ever lived, 
are alive today and that, with the amount of scientific information doubling 


(more) 
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every ten years, man has unprecedented power to change and develop his 
environment. 


But the effect of rapid development in some fields and in some parts of the 
world is virtually to increase the poverty and lack of development in others. 
The inequalities and tensions thus created are problems for all Christians, 
Dr. Mead said in urging acceptance of the study proposal. 


The study would have three parts - the prospect of a science-based techno- 
logical age, the political-economic issues affecting social justice, and the 
theological-ethical imperatives of the situation. Implications would 
obviously include world population and food supply, racial justice, the 
influence of military power as affected by increasing technological develop- 
ment, and the challenge of space exploration. 


If approved by the Central Committee, the study programme would probably 

cost U.S. $270,000 over the first three years, 1970-1973, when the activities 
would include making contacts with experts and groups throughout the world 
concerned with science-based industrial technology, government and religious 
leaders and planners, and social and natural scientists. 


EPS 
STUDIES WILL PROBE 
“CHRISTIAN HUMAN JOB" 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Some men are on the way to the moon, but other 


men feel society has lost its way. One Anglican theologian even admitted to 
120 fellow churchmen from around the world meeting here at the University of 
Kent that the churches have lost their way. 


Said Canon David E. Jenkins, 44, (England) who works for the World Council 
of Churches: "We have become unsure about our actions. Or if some are sure 
what to do, others strongly disagree. And when we do act, we're not sure 
our actions are good enough." 


That's why, Canon Jenkins said, he had been commissioned to co-ordinate a 
number of studies on Man now going on in many parts of the world under the 
umbrella of the World Council of Churches. 


Canon Jenkins was chaplain and lecturer in theology of Queen's College, Oxford 
before he began work in Geneva on July 15. 


Christians are sure man is meant to be on his way to greater freedom and 
greater fulfilment, Canon Jenkins said. The question is how the Church can 
help all men, Christian or otherwise, to a life that is really worth living. 
This he termed "our Christian human job". 


Everything seems to be changing, he noted, yet “poverty is the same, hunger 
is the same, oppression is the same". 


To help the churches "get in touch and stay in touch", Canon Jenkins proposed 
studies to put theologians in touch with the data of the natural and social 


sciences. 
(more) 
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"Most theology and much religion is almost. entirely out of touch with the . 
data of human living", he said, "and is only so much talk. We who are 
believers and theologians must not talk at scientific and social data, we 
must confront them, respond to them."" He also advocated being in touch 
with human beings in particular local situations. 


Three areas, Canon Jenkins said, that should receive immediate investigation, 
were medicine, biochemistry and genetics; the possibilities of prediction; 
human motivation and development. 


The goal of his work, according to the co-ordinator of the WCC's humanum 
studies, is "enabling the Church to find its way in helping man to find his,way". 
EPS 


GREEK ECUMENICAL PIONEER DIES 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Prof. Hamilcar Alivisatos, 82, a former 
professor of theology at the University of Athens and a member of the WCC's 
Central Committee since 1948, died in Athens on August 14. 


A short memorial service was held at the close of the Central Committee 
session the same day. 


Professor Alivisatos was the distinguished president of the Athens Academy 
and gave more than half a century to the cause of theology, ecumenism and 
church life. 


A leading layman of the Church of Greece, he took part in the Stockholm 
World Conference on Life and Work in 1925 and the Lausanne World Conference 
on Faith and Order in 1927. As a representative of his church, he attended 
all major ecumenical meetings including all WCC assemblies. 


The Central Committee, through Chairman M.M. Thomas of India, sent cables. of 
condolence to his wife, the Church of Greece, the Academy of Athens and the 
Faculty of Theology at the University. 


EPS 
MIRACLES IN FOOD PRODUCTION 
DON'T SOLVE DEVELOPMENT PROBLEM 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Important technological advances in rice and 


wheat production in the under-developed areas of the world have not solved 
the problem of under-development, but they have bought a little desperately 
needed time. : hasta 


This assessment of the present state of development was made to 120 represen- 
tatives of Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches meeting here to assess 


and plan programmes for the World Council of Churches during the next 12 
months. 


Mr. C.I. Itty, an Indian layman who heads development efforts for the World 
Council, told the churchmen: "Considering the enormous challenge of develop- 


(more) 
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ment, the response of the churches and the World Council is inadequate to 
say the least. The problem remains in all its staggering proportions." 


Yet Mr. Itty voiced hope, because "people's consciences are being aroused 
and people's energies are being mobilized for self-reliance". 


In the discussion which followed Mr. Itty's presentation of ongoing develop- 
ment programmes within the World Council and jointly between the WCC and 

the Roman Catholic Church, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, ecumenical veteran who 
is WCC honorary president, proposed using secular organizations to channel 
some of the development funds collected through the churches. 


Dr. José Miguez-Bonino of Buenos Aires, Argentina, agreed in principle but 
said that in some cases, turning over church funds to secular agencies would 
only reinforce structures that are at present hindering development. 


Replying to the contention that the World Council must work out a clear 
definition of development that all can subscribe to, Dr. Miguez-Bonino said 
even the experts don't all agree because there are different ideological and 
sociological contexts. 


"The World Council of Churches may have to live with more than one concept 
of development", he said. It may even accept projects with conflicting 
ideological presuppositions. 


A Korean churchman, Dr. Won Yong Kang, said people in the developing countries 
must decide what projects should be supported. He proposed a development 
agency administered at the national level rather than regionally or inter- 
nationally. 


A consultation will be held early in 1970 to determine what kind of ecumenical 
agency is needed to set criteria for projects and "mobilize increasing church 
funds for development". It is suggested that the chairmen of the various WCC 
divisions form a committee to plan this consultation. The Central Committee 
will vote on this proposal this week. 


Two other steps are being taken within the Division of Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (DICARWS), Mr. Itty said. An Advisory Committee 

on Technical Services is being set up to give technical assistance on projects 
to WCC units and other Christian agencies. It will be administratively 
separate from DICARWS although financed by it and by fees for services. The 
existing Ecumenical Church Loan Fund will assist with loans for aid projects 
and examine the possibility of moving into the field of investments for 
development. 


Mr. Itty also mentioned briefly the work of the Committee on Society, Develop- 
ment and Peace (SODEPAX), a joint effort of the World Council and the Pontif- 
ical Commission Justice and Peace in Rome. This group is working on four 
issues: theology, development, peace and education. It is at present 
establishing regional groups which will advise on projects in their regions 
but will not attempt to become operational. 

EPS 
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CHURCHES MUST FACE FACTS 
OF LIFE, BEIRUT LAWYER SAYS 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Basic conflicts in contemporary social and 
church life have to be met squarely by the World Council of Churches and 
its member churches, involving positive action in support of movements for 
freedom and against repression and racism. 


A Beirut lawyer, Albert Laham, chairman of the Division of Ecumenical 
Action (DEA), told the Central Committee here that without concerted and 
effective action by the world-wide Christian council and its 235 member 
churches, they would fail both in renewing their own life and in serving a 
fast-changing world. 


Mr. Laham, 45, who brought the report of the DEA working group to the policy- 
making Central Committee, warned that the deepening conflicts between young 
people and the “establishment", both within the Christian Church and outside 
it, as well as tensions between rich and poor nations, and between racial 
groups, cannot be veiled or ignored. 


He called for effective Christian action that would contribute to much- 
needed renewal in deteriorating racial conflicts, unimproved relationships 
between the "have" and "have not" nations, and outmoded educational systems. 


The Division, responsible for suggesting programme emphases to the WCC, 

said that racism must be combatted in every sphere of life. Improved general 
educational opportunity throughout the world and the elimination of racist 
content in school curricula where it exists would help, Laham said. Action 
groups in local churches and at regional and national levels should also be 
stimulated to fight racial injustice and discrimination at every level. 


Mr. Laham reported on the Division's favourable reaction to the proposed 
merger with the World Council of Christian Education, and the creation of a 
new educational office within the Division. He also recommended the creation 
of an Education Renewal Fund to help the member churches mobilize and channel 
ecumenical efforts in improving and reforming educational systems and 
opportunities. 


Two officially appointed observer-consultants from the Council on the Laity 
of the Roman Catholic Church had been welcomed by the Division, and as a 
result of co-operation between the two groups, joint meetings had been held 
in Kenya and Australia. A further joint session is scheduled for Rome in 


October, when future co-operation especially at regional levels will be 
discussed. 


The Division's own membership was unique, Mr. Laham said, as out of the 28 
members who participated in last week's meeting when the report for the 
Central Committee was prepared, 13 were from the "third world" and ten were 
under 30 years of age. 

EPS 
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COMMUNICATION BREAKDOWN 
PLAGUES THE CHURCHES 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- There is increasing danger of a serious break- 
down in communication within the Christian Church because of the “escalation 
of ecumenical organizations" around the world, a British bishop and ecumenical 
leader told the World Council of Churches' Central Committee August 16. 


The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Sansbury, general secretary of the British Council of 
Churches, spoke following a report pointing to the need for effective liaison 
with regional and national Christian councils throughout the world. 


Bishop Sansbury, 64, formerly Bishop of Singapore and Malaya and now leader 
of one of 76 national councils in working relationship with the WCC, warned 
that with increasing numbers of regional and national inter-church groups, 
"plans and developments at one level are often not known elsewhere". 


The World Council's associate general secretary in charge of liaison with 
national and regional Christian councils, the Rev. V.E.W. Hayward, said in 
presenting the report that the WCC should do everything possible to encourage 
inter-church co-operation at every level, and to serve the ecumenical groups 
as it serves its 235 member churches. 


Mr. Hayward is working to extend and enlarge WCC links with regional and 
national Christian councils, and to consult with them in an effort to help 
the local inter-church groups know each other and serve their own constit- 
uencies as effectively as possible. 


"Christian councils must bring our individual churches out of isolation and 

introversion" and into a new era of common action, Mr. Hayward said. "The 

job of councils of churches is to help the ecumenical movement keep moving." 
EPS 


WCC ASKED TO LIFT NIGERIA/BIAFRA 
APPEAL CEILING TO $5 MILLION 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches has been asked 

to increase its appeal on behalf of victims of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict 

to $5 million. Dr. Hans Thimme of Germany, chairman of the Division of Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service, made this request when he reported to 
the Central Committee on August 17. 


The request was referred to the Policy Reference Committee and will come 
back later to the full Central Committee for a vote. 


The Fourth WCC Assembly last year in Uppsala had fixed a ceiling of $3,800,000 
for the WCC's fund-raising efforts. Monies collected as a result have gone 

to the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Christian Council of 
Nigeria, and the independent airbridge known as Joint Church Aid operated on 
behalf of 35 Protestant and Roman Catholic relief organizations in 21 countries. 


Dr. Thimme told the Central Committee that much thought was being given to 
the kinds of help the churches could give in Vietnam when the fighting there 


(more) 
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ceases. The Consultation on Reconstruction in Vietnam, announced earlier, 
will be held next February. To prepare for this, a delegation of about 30 
representatives, including 10 from Asia, will go to Paris in October to 
have talks with groups from both South and North Vietnam. 


In his report, Dr. Thimme said that around $13,000,000 a year passed through 
the Division for the support of ecumenical service projects, refugee pro- 
grammes and emergency relief. But despite staff efforts, it seemed impossible 
to hold down the Division's operational and service budget, estimated at 
$1,900,000 in 1970 with income likely to fall short by $200,000. Unless the 
churches increased their contributions or new sources of revenue were found, 
it would be necessary to cut back on programme. 


"Tt would be a bad policy", Dr. Thimme said, "if we were obliged to take up 
new responsibilities for development aid and to give up former major concerns 
merely for financial reasons." 

EPS 


CEYLON'S METHODISTS ASK TWO-STAGE 
SCHEME WHEN UNION VOTE FAILS 


Colombo, (EPS) -- The vote of the Methodist Conference of Ceylon on the 
proposed scheme for church union fell 1% short of the required 75% when 
the conference met here two weeks ago. 


However, in resolutions passed immediately following the vote, the Methodists 
affirmed their intention to achieve union but suggested a two-stage scheme. 


A union of ministries at the presbytery level was proposed. With the mutual 
recognition and interchangeability of the ordained ministry, intercommunion 
would become automatic, Dr. D.T. Niles, a leading Ceylonese Methodist and a 
World Council of Churches president, has stated. 


The conference also suggested that a legislative assembly be set up immediately 
by all the uniting churches. This would enable the churches to begin function- 
ing as one united church, even though the execution of decisions would remain 
with the separate churches until legal technicalities could be ironed out. 


The Committee on Legal Questions has said those churches constituted by an 
act of Parliament (Anglican and Presbyterian) would require revision of that 
act before they could enter fully into the united church. The Methodists 
recommend this step be taken last. 


Churches participating in the union negotiations are the Anglican, Presbyterian, 
Church of South India, Baptists and Methodists. 
EPS 


IN BRIEF 


A group of 47 Mexican theological students attending the Mexican College in 
Rome visited the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, August 15 to learn about the work of 
the World Council of Churches/Roman Catholic Church Joint. Committee on Society, 
Development and Peace. They are also visiting Belgium and Germany and other 
Swiss cities on a two-month tour sponsored by the International Humanum Founda- 
tion, a Lugano-based organization which encourages dialogue on the Church and 
economic and social questions. 

EPS 
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PROGRAMME TO COMBAT RACISM 
SET BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches through its top 
governing body agreed August 21 to give $200,000 out of its financial reserves 
to a special fund to be distributed to organizations of oppressed racial groups 
or those which support victims of racism. 


The Central Committee meeting here also voted to ask WCC member churches to 
contribute an additional $300,000 to the fund. 


A motion to block the use of reserves because "it was no sacrifice to spend 
money given by others for a different purpose" was defeated. 


Organizations that are to receive funds will be determined by the 19-member 
Executive Committee. It will be advised by an International Advisory Committee. 


The only limitation placed on the use of these funds was that the organizations 
approved must have purposes consonant with the general purposes of the World 
Council and two of its divisions from which the reserves would come. 


The proposal to use World Council reserves was part of a "Plan for an Ecu- 
menical Programme to Combat Racism" brought to the Central Committee last 
week, then sent to a policy reference sub-committee for strengthening. After 
four hours of intensive debate the Central Committee approved the plan by an 
overwhelming vote, six members abstaining. 


A second feature of the plan was initiation of a five-year programme of 
research and education by the World Council to help the member churches "develop 
strategies for combatting racial injustice" and to see how the churches "can 


stand for the rights of the victims of racism and meet their needs". 


A three-member staff attached to the general secretariat would stimulate and 
co-ordinate the programme. Actions proposed include sending teams to certain 
areas to work out guides to ecumenical action, consultations on issues 
obstructing racial justice, and opportunities for confrontation between those 
holding different views on how to achieve justice. 


"We call upon churches to confess their involvement in the perpetuation of 
racism", said the report coming out of the policy reference committee. "We 
urge churches to make land available free or at low cost to racially oppressed 
groups for community and economic development", it added. 


"Churches that have benefitted from racially exploitative economic systems 
should immediately allocate a significant portion of their total resources, 
without employing paternalistic mechanisms of control, to organizations of 
the racially oppressed", said an amendment proposed by Father Paul Verghese, 
principal of a Syrian Orthodox seminary in Kottayam, India. 


Refusing to approve a motion that churches disclose their assets, income, 
investments and landholdings, the Central Committee agreed to say that "churches 
could make an analysis of their financial situation to determine the degree 

to which their financial practices, domestic and international, contribute to 


the support of racially oppressive governments, discriminatory industries and 


inhuman working conditions". 
: (more) 
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Recalling that both the churches of the United States and the WCC-sponsored 
Consultation on Racism in London in May had mentioned prominently the issue 
of reparations, the Central Committee approved a statement that said: "There 
can be no justice in our world without a transfer of economic resources to 
undergird the redistribution of political power....In this transfer of re- 


sources a corporate act by the ecumenical fellowship of churches can provide 
a significant moral lead." 


This passage was later recalled by Mr. William P. Thompson, an American 
lawyer who is the executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church (USA), 
when the attempt was made to prevent the use of World Council funds. 


Mr. Thompson said: "I favour conservative financial practices. But if we 
mean the words we have said, the best way to demonstrate that would be to 


do something costly to us as a corporate body. That would be the commitment 
of part of our reserves." 


Assertions by Asian members of the Central Committee that the charge of 
racism did not apply to them but only to the "white northern world" were 
made several times in last week's debate. This prompted the policy sub- 
committee to add the statement that "racism today is not confined to certain 
countries or continents. It is a world problem. White racism is not its 
only form". It was pointed out, for instance, that part of the aftermath 
of colonialism is the struggle for economic and political power between 
communities and tribes. 

. EPS 


CUBA AND RHODESIA AMONG 
CONCERNS OF WORLD COUNCIL 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Major conflict areas of the world were brought 
into sharp focus at the Central Committee on its final day, August 22. 


Churchmen from all six continents addressed themselves to the Nigerian civil 
war, Cuba, the Middle East and Rhodesia. 


They considered it urgent that diplomatic and trade relations between the 
United States and Cuba should be re-established and the embargo lifted. 

They requested member churches in the Americas to press their governments 
also to re-establish trade and diplomatic relations "to diminish the economic 


stress to which Cuban people are being subjected....". 


The churches in Rhodesia were commended for their action on Ian Smith's 
referendum of June 20. The committee has asked member churches to provide 
personnel and finance for the Rhodesian churches" social and educational 
programmes. The churches have been asked to “influence governments and the 
public to recognize that those who struggle against oppression and injustice 
merit responsible consideration and support". 


The policy-making committee recognized that aid programmes to Nigeria and 
Biafra appear to have "political implications" but said the World Council's 
aim was to "express solidarity" with those who suffer and to do what was 


possible to bring relief to their needs. aay a) 
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The Council has been asked to hold regular meetings with all organizations 
concerned in the civil war relief operation to "prevent the avoidable en- 
tanglement of the relief programmes in political ends". It asserted, how- 
ever, the only answer was a cease fire and negotiated settlement. 


In an eight-point statement on the Middle East the committee recognized that 
peace was not possible until the "legitimate rights" of Jews and Palestinians 
were respected and that the great powers must create the "political climate" 
to implement the UN resolution of November 22, 1967. 


But most recognized the crucial point was number three when the committee 
said it believed that "in supporting the establishment of the State of Israel 
without protecting the rights of Palestinians injustice had been done to 
Palestinian Arabs by the great powers which should be redressed". 


The committee urged U Thant to intensify his efforts to achieve the recogni- 
tion of basic human rights for all in the Middle East, and asked the World 
Council to give serious consideration to possible discussions with Christians, 
Jews and Moslems on the status of Jerusalem and its people and the guardian- 
ship of the Holy Places. 

EPS 


WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE ISSUES 
LETTER TO MEMBER CHURCHES 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- For the first time in its 2l-year history, the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has sent a letter to its 
member churches to start a "conversation about our common concerns". 


The letter, though intended for those already engaged in ecumenical activities, 
speaks about subjects of interest to Christians around the world. 


Many people have asked, according to the letter, whether the World Council 
changed direction at its Fourth Assembly in Uppsala last summer. Did the 
World Council "give up its search for church unity...for an organization 
which is merely interested in social and political justice?" Has it given 
up mission as a major emphasis? 


The answer is no on both counts, according to the letter, which went through 
three drafts before being approved here on the last day of the meeting, 
August 22. 


Uppsala did give "a new accent" to unity. 


"The World Council has always been concerned about the Church and the world. 
But we became convinced that in our era of world history the churches must 
make it unmistakeably clear they are called to serve humanity together in 
word and deed", the communication explains. 


"The same God who opens our eyes to the vision of Christian unity also makes 
us aware of the tremendous urgency of the demands for justice and peace... 
the unity of mankind...freedom for others." 


(more) 
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The World Council's firm commitment to the search for full Christian unity 
is underlined in the letter, as is joint work to overcome the things that 
make it “impossible for us to recognize each other fully and separate us 
at the Lord's table". The growing impatience of those who cannot wait for 
their churches to move on full communion is noted. "Yet the true reason 
for pressing towards the full unity of our churches is the calling of our 
Lord", the message emphasizes. 


In the area of mission, World Council perspectives had been widened even 
before Uppsala. It was clear that mission was “not directed to a few con- 
tinents only; it is God's mission to all six continents". "It involves 
the whole life of all the churches in the whole world." 


The letter candidly discusses the so-called loss of faith. "In our world 
of rapid changes many Christians feel threatened in their faith. They 
risk losing sight of God or living in two almost entirely separate worlds." 


In the fellowship of the World Council the churches struggle together to 
understand better "what we believe, how we worship and what our style of 
life should be....This fellowship enables us to accept mutual encouragement 
and correction between different age groups, different traditions, different 
cultural backgrounds." 


Action taken by the Central Committee establishing a five-year programme to 
combat racism is also mentioned. A special fund has been launched to which 
$200,000 will be transferred from WCC reserves. Member churches will be 
asked to contribute an additional $300,000. 


Among the areas where little progress has been made, according to the 
message, is the "tension between ecumenical experience and the accepted 
patterns of the churches....Agreement in word needs to be translated into 
effective action for change. Let no one think that we suppose ourselves to 
have arrived at the end of our task". 


On the minus side, the message says: 'We could not point to many significant 
advances in Christian unity; we have spoken against certain breaches of 
human rights, but with regard to other cases of equal importance we could not 
speak at all or speak with sufficient clarity because of conflicting opinion 
in our midst; we could not do enough to assist groups which are oppressed, 
racially or otherwise, in spite of our firm convictions against oppression 
and discrimination." 


Call to Action 


Indicating that some things are better done on the world level and others 
locally, the Central Committee calls on member churches to move along with 
the World Council in eight ways: 


"_ by committing yourself in new and imaginative ways to the fellowship 
of all Christians in your local and national community in order to 
quicken the pace towards full unity in the Christian Church all over 
the world; 


- by deepening your understanding of what witness, salvation and con- 


version mean in your local situation; (more) 
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- by finding new ways of sharing your faith in Christ; 


- by becoming as fully engaged as possible in the struggle to eradicate 
racimm in whatever form it appears, anywhere in the world, and by con- 
tributing to the WCC's special fund and ecumenical programme. 


- by joining those in your own country working for development, whether 
your country be rich or poor; 


- by making your contribution to the study of man and by keeping informed 
of what is said in other parts of the world; 


- by speaking and acting in your own place against any encroachment of 
human rights and religious freedom and supporting energetically organiza- 
tions defending the rights and serving the welfare of oppressed groups, 
known to you for their integrity and commitment. 


- by joining the prayers of all those who now and long before us have put 
their trust in the promises of God, our Father and his Son, our Lord 
and Saviour." 
EPS 


CHRISTIAN AID CHIEF 
INVITED TO HEAD DICARWS 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches has. invited a 56- 
year-old New Zealander to lead its Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and 

World Service. He is the Rev. Alan A. Brash, 0O.B.E., who directs the British 

churches’ relief and development agency, Christian Aid. It is expected that 

Mr. Brash would relinquish his Christian Aid post and move to Geneva prior to 
Easter 1970. He has twice served on the staff of the WCC. 


Simultaneously Mr. Brash, a Presbyterian minister, was elected an Associate 
General Secretary of the World Council for five years by the Central Committee. 


Mr. M.M. Thomas, chairman of the Central Committee, said his committee 
realized it was asking a great sacrifice of the British Council of Churches 
and its Department of Christian Aid in view of the proved excellence of 

Mr. Brash's service since he took the post only 18 months ago. 


New concepts of the World Council's role in aiding the development of the 
nations in Africa, Asia and Latin America —- particularly following its Fourth 
Assembly in Sweden last year - have necessitated new thinking and new 
structures in which situation Mr. Brash's particular experience fits him to 
lead the Division at this crucial time in its taks of channelling the re- 
sources of the churches of the world. 


Alan Brash was born in Wellington, New Zealand. He was educated at Rongotai 
College, Wellington, took a Master of Arts degree at Otago University, Dunedin, 
and a Bachelor of Divinity degree at New College, Edinburgh, Scotland. A 
parish minister for 12 years, he was general secretary of the New Zealand 
Council of Churches from 1947 to 1952 and again from 1957 to 1964. During 

the latter term he was simultaneously acting as inter-church aid secretary 

for the East Asia Christian Conference, a regional ecumenical conference of 
Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches. In 1964 he moved to Singapore to 


serve the EACC full time. 
(more) 
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He was awarded an 0.B.E. in 1962 in recognition of his liaison work between 
Asian countries and New Zealand, being commended by New Zealand's Prime 
Minister for having "changed the image of Asia in New Zealand". 


The Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service is the largest 
administrative unit of the World Council, co-ordinating a comprehensive 
service through which WCC member churches and their agencies transmit more 
than $134 million in cash for ecumenical service projects, refugee programmes 
and emergency relief. | 

EPS 


FORMER UNITED NATIONS EDUCATOR 
AMONG THOSE JOINING STAFF 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- A Latin American educator who has worked for 
the United Nations, an African specialist on refugees, a German development 
aid official and an English vicar who writes books on morality are among 
those invited to join the staff of the World Council of Churches. 


Their appointments were announced by the Central Committee meeting here. 


Prof. Paul Reglus Neves Freire, 47, a Roman Catholic layman from Brazil who 
will teach this autumn at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts 
(USA), was named Special Consultant to the newly established Office of Educa- 
tion. It is hoped that he will assume his new duties in January 1970. 


A native of Recife, Brazil, with a doctorate in education from the University 
there, Prof. Freire was the general co-ordinator of a national plan of adult 
literacy under the Secretary of Education for Brazil in 1963-64. He sub- 
sequently taught at the University of Chile in the Latin American School of 
Political Sciences and worked in the United Nations’ Latin American Institute 
of Social and Economic Planning. 


Prof. Freire is the originator of a system of literacy training based on the 
adult's own experience and needs, and using team leadership rather than an 
authoritarian teacher. In his book Education and Conscientization (1968), 
he assumes the humanity of every man and shows how education can help him 
realize that humanity in the political arena. 


The Central Committee elected Dr. Leopoldo Juan Niilus an Associate General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches. He holds a two-year appointment 
as Director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs which 
began on July 1, 1969. 


Others appointed to the staff include Mr. Kodwo Esuman Ankrah, 41, a native 
of Ghana, named Africa Secretary in the Service to Refugees, Division of 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. Trained at Goshen College in 
Indiana (USA) and the University of Connecticut and Hartford Seminary Founda- 
tion, where he took a Master of Social Work Certificate, Mr. Ankrah has 
served in Ghana's Ministry of Social Welfare and Community Development. From 
1963 to 1966 he worked for the Christian Council of Ghana as director of the 
social service programme. And since 1966 he has been with the All Africa 
Conference of Churches working closely with churches and other agencies 


alleviating the plight of African refugees. Gore) 
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Mr. Ernst W. Mogler, 36, is to be a technical assistance officer for the 
Advisory Committee on Technical Services (ACTS), called for by the WCC's 
Fourth Assembly at Uppsala to give expert opinions to churches and others 

on specific development projects. Trained in business administration, 

Mr. Mogler has been with the German Protestant Central Office for Development 
located in Bonn. First assistant to its director, he has since 1966 been 
secretary of the Africa desk. He is a native of Frankfurt. 


The Anglican vicar of Acaster Selby with Appleton Roebuck, England, the 

Rev. James Michael Keeling, 36, has been invited to be an assistant director 

of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, Switzerland. Mr. Keeling's 
new book What Is Right? was published last month by SCM Press in London. An 
earlier work, Morals in a Free Society, was published in London, New York 

and the Netherlands. 


Others invited to serve the World Council are: 


The Rev. Konrad Raiser, 31, Secretary in the Secretariat of the Commission 
on Faith and Order. Formerly assistant at the Theological Faculty at the 
University of Tubingen, Germany, Mr. Raiser has been seconded by the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany. 


The Rev. Robert Roulston Huddleson, 37, Executive Assistant to the Director 

of the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. Mr. Huddleson, 
an Irish Anglican, was assistant director of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church's 
Committee on Inter-church Aid. 


Charles Lutz, 38, Associate Executive Secretary of the New York Office, World 
Council of Churches. A member of the American Lutheran Church, Mr. Lutz has 
been director of the Centre for Urban Encounter in the Twin Cities (Minneapolis- 
St. Paul), Minnesota in the USA. 


Don Luce, 34, and Canh Nguyen-Tang, 28, Co-secretaries to the Co-ordinating 
Conference for Reconstruction in Vietnam. Mr. Luce, an American specialist 
in agricultural economics, has worked in Vietnam for International Voluntary 
Service. Mr. Nguyen-Tang, a South Vietnamese, has been doing economic 
research in Geneva. They will be based in Vietnam. 


EPS 
NEXT CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING TO BE IN ETHIOPIA 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The Central Committee voted to accept an invita- 


tion from His Beatitude Abba Theophilos of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church to 
hold its next meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in January 1971. 


The Central Committee will begin on January 9, 1971, with an opening service 
in the afternoon, and continue until after the morning session on January 21. 
The Executive Committee will be meeting during the two previous days. 


The Ethiopian Orthodox Church is one of the founding members of the World 
Council of Churches, and an important seat of Orthodox Christianity. 
EPS 
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DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES SET, 
STRUCTURE DECISION DELAYED 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Publication of the UN plan for the Second 
Development Decade should provide much-needed guidance to the churches and 
the World Council of Churches as they try to see what practical contribution 
they can make to bridging the gap between rich and poor nations. 


This hope was expressed by the WCC's Central Committee in the final hours 
of its annual session here August 22. 


Decision on where responsibility for development will be lodged within the 
World Council structure must await the convening of a consultation on the 

use of development funds. This will be held in early 1970, and its recommenda- 
tions will go to the WCC Executive Committee meeting six months from now. 


The Central Committee took the following actions on development: 


- authorized the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service to take the steps necessary, including establishing new 
procedures, to handle additional development projects, and in- 
dicated that all projects involvoing $50,000 or more must be 
evaluated by the Advisory Committee on Technical Services (ACTS); 


- asked the Executive Committee to establish a Committee on Develop- 
ment and set its terms of reference; presumably it would be com- 
posed of experts as well as members of several divisional committees; 


- approved giving priority to development education, community develop- 
ment projects, and "a fuller Christian understanding of development", 
noting that development must be concerned with the "wholeness of both 
society and the individual". 

EPS 


CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE WITH OTHER FAITHS, 
HUMAN INSTITUTIONS STUDY VOTED 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- An ecumenical consultation on dialogue with 
men of other faiths to be held in Beirut, Lebanon next March was approved 
by the World Council of Churches' Central Committee on the last day of its 
sessions here. The sum of US$ 20,000 was voted to organize the consultation. 


Funds were also approved for several studies in the area of mission and 
evangelism. Chief among these was one on "the Role of Christians in 
Humanizing Social Institutions”. 


The study is intended to focus on the dehumanizing element now becoming 
obvious in many 20th century institutions. Task forces would study how 
institutions are changing and try to see how Christians could witness in them. 


An appropriation of $25,000 over three years was approved, and it will finance 
four task forces in the Third World, in addition to several anticipated for 


Europe and North America. 
(more) 
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Here again as in earlier committee debates Asians pleaded not to let this 
become merely a sociological study of human institutions. Said Bishop Ban 
It Chiu of the Anglican Church of Singapore and Malaya: ‘Don't drop out 
the element of mission because that is our real problem in Asia." 


Owing to lack of time the committee left the title to be set by the Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism when it meets next December in Geneva. 


The committee welcomed the formation of the new Christian Medical Commission 
and encouraged it to give attention to theological and ethical questions 
related to organ transplant surgery and long-term resuscitation procedures, 
as well as changing patterns of disease in the developing countries. 


The Executive Committee was authorized to appoint a committee on the sharing 
of ecumenical personnel and to act on any recommendations the Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism makes on the future of the Theological Education 
Fund and the Christian Literature Fund. 

EPS 


YOUTH RECOGNIZED 
BY WCC POLICY-MAKERS 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches agreed to the appointment of 15 to 20 advisers in the under-30 age 
group for its next meeting in 1971, in an effort to secure wider youth 
participation in the World Council's top policy-making body. 


The 120-member Central Committee, which acts between the general assemblies 
held every six or seven years by the World Council, approved the recommenda- 
tion on youth advisers brought by the WCC Division of Ecumenical Action. 


In adopting the proposal to broaden youth participation specifically at its 
next meeting, scheduled for January 1971 in Ethiopia, the Central Committee 
accepted a recommendation from the divisional committee having the largest 
percentage of officially-appointed members under 30 years of age in the 
entire World Council. 


The question of actual delegates for future Central Committee meetings and 
general assemblies is in the hands of the World Council's Structure Committee, 
which will report in 1971. 


Education Fund 


In another action, the Central Committee approved the creation of an Educa- 
tion Renewal Fund to be financed over three years by a special appeal for 
US$ 2,000,000. The fund, to be sponsored jointly by the WCC and the World 
Council of Christian Education, which are now involved in merger discussions, 
would finance programmes and study aimed at improvement of educational 
opportunities at all levels throughout the world, especially in developing 
regions. 

EPS 
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wcc TO CONTINUE AID 
FOR BIAFRA 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Despite an attempt from the floor to banish 
the. word "Biafra" from the terminology used by the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, a resolution to increase the appeal to $5,000,000 
from the churches "for relief in Nigeria/Biafra" was carried overwhelmingly 
here on August 22, 

The matter arose during a debate on a report from a policy committee. This 
report included the resolution concerning the appeal for funds for the 
"Nigeria/Biafra Emergency" to which was attached a statement headed "Nigeria 
and the former Eastern Region". This statement referred in passing to "the 
Biafran*reduit".. The Central. Committee changed "reduit" to "redoubt" but 
retained "Biafran". 


A Nigerian Methodist, Mr. P. Taiwo Odumoso, a member of the Military 
Governor's office, Ibadan, Western Nigeria, said that the World Council of 
Churches, by using the word "Biafra'' was the only international body that 
was. giving Biafra recognition as a separate identity. He said churchmen in 
Federal Nigeria believed that the World Council was being used as a tool in 
the political struggle. 


Bishop Roy Nichols (USA) moved a formal resolution that the Central Committee 
should instruct its staff consistently to use the term "Nigeria and the 
former Eastern region" and called for neutral inspection of all vehicles, 
including aircraft, transporting relief supplies. This motion attracted 
only three votes in favour from a committee which numbers 120 members. 


Dur ing the lively debate, Captain Jan $rner, acting director of the Division 
of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service, said that when the staff of 
the World Council used the word "Biafra" they did so with no political 
implications. "But", he added, "we need to have a practical term for what 
is going on." 


The Bishop of Zululand, the Rt. Rev. A.H. Zulu, asked, whether the Christian 
Council in Federal Nigeria was organizing relief to those other areas re- 
ferred to as Biafra or the Eastern section of Nigeria, and if it was unable 
to administer such aid had they anything to propose to the WCC how this 
should be done? 


Canon Burgess Carr, Liberia, the African Secretary of the Division of Inter- 
chur¢gh Aid, answered both questions with "No", but the Christian Council of 

Nigeria had a large programme of relief and rehabilitation for those who had 
suffered from the war in a major part of the country. The Christian Council 
of Nigeria had asked the WCC to assist in caring for those they called 


"Nigerians". 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the WCC's general secretary, and Mr. M.M. Thomas, 
India, the chairman of the Central Committee, who was not presiding at the 
session, both argued that Bishop Nichols's resolution should be rejected 


for practical reasons. 


An appendix in the policy committee's report, which was adopted, said: ''The 
Central Committee is aware that numerous allegations have been made con- 


(more) 
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cerning the financial involvement of the WCC in this conflict. The Central 
Committee maintains that these allegations are without foundation and re- 
aftirms that the relief action of the World Council of Churches in this 
emergency is motivated only by the demands of the gospel to serve human need 
and suffering, and believes that any funds it channels are used only for 
this purpose. 


"The WCC has not been and will not be involved in paying for the purchase 
or transportation of anything other than humanitarian relief such as food, 
medicines, and medical supplies. 


"Recognizing that political implications can be imputed to relief organiza- 
tions, the Central Committee calls upon all agencies to continue to examine 
their services in order to minimize or avoid giving occasion to such 
accusations. 


"The Central Committee recommends that regular and intimate consultative 
machinery be further developed between all those involved in the emergency 
relief action with representatives of the Division of Inter-church Aid and 
the Churches’ Commission on International Affairs to enable the churches to 
keep their relief operations within the overall perspective of the Church's 
role in reconciliation." 

EPS 


WCC FACES FINANCIAL CRISIS 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Although the World Council of Churches has been 
able to clear an accumulated deficit of $167,750 in its budget, it still faces 
a serious financial position. 


"This could be disastrous", warned the Earl of March, vice-chairman of the 
Finance Committee in reporting to the Central Committee. 


He indicated the maximum net uncovered deficit at the end of 1969 might be 
$76,000 on expenditures totalling $1,350,000. 


In 1970, however, expenditure is estimated to amount to $1,500,000 with 
income totalling only $1,239,000. The accumulated net deficit at the end of 
1970, the finance report said, might be as much as $300,000. 


Although the Uppsala Assembly last year requested a minimum increase of 33 per 
cent in contributions from all member churches, equal to an increase of 
$307,000, present estimates suggest that total contributions will rise in 

1969 by only about 23 per cent, or $214,000 in comparison with the 1968 level. 


"The Finance Committee thus faces an extremely difficult position in respect 
of general budget operations", states the report. 


To cope with this situation the Central Committee empowered the WCC's 
Executive Committee, which will meet in February 1970, to determine priorities 
in expenditure both under the general budget for 1970 and within the programme 
project list of 1969/73, on the basis of information to be provided by the 


General Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake. 
(more) 
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"Clearly", the finance report noted, "the World Council of Churches cannot 
go on relying in future years on special contributions to cover deficits on 
operations under the general budget. The Finance Committee is firmly of the 
opinion that those operations must be supported by the regular contributions 
of the member churches." 


New Building Fund Makes Progress 


Some $95,072 has been raised towards the $2,300,000 which the World Council 
of Churches needs for extensions to the Ecumenical Centre at Geneva, Switzer- 
land. These contributions include $50,000 from Germany, $40,000 from an 
individual donor, and $5,072 (£2,113) from the Bishop George Bell Memorial 
Trust. Bishop Bell was the first chairman of the Central Committee. 


The Finance Committee rejected a suggestion that $250,000 should be borrowed 
on mortgage to pay for the reconstruction of existing buildings at the 
Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, but empowered the Executive Com- 
mittee to consider borrowing funds against mortgage on the Ecumenical 
Institute properties for capital additions and improvements to the properties. 
EPS 


CHURCH AND SOCIETY STUDY VOTED 


Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The urgent need for international agreement on 
the control of destructive elements inherent in scientific innovation and 
change was voiced by Dr. Margaret Mead. The noted American anthropologist 
was presenting a report from the Council's Department on Church and Society 
that urged a broad-based study programme on the future of human society in a 
world shaped and moulded by science and technology, yet plagued by unrest, 
inequality and racism. 


A study on "The Future of Man and Society in a World of Science-based 
Technology" was approved by the Central Committee and $270,000 was voted 
for a three-part study. It would focus on: the prospect of a science- 
based technological age, the political-economic issues affecting social 
justice, and the theological-ethical musts of the situation. The study 
would also include world population and food supply, the influence of 


military power and the challenge of space exploration. 
EPS 


CONCERN VOICED FOR COUNTRIES 
"TNFLAMED" BY NATIONAL FEELING 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- The Central Committee of the World Council of 


Churches closed its two-week annual meeting here at the University of Kent 
with a worship service in the Gulbenkian Theatre on the university campus. 


Prior to the closing service the committee in plenary session passed a 
resolution which said: 
"That as its meetings in Canterbury draw to a close, the Central Committee 


expresses its concern at the areas near and far where there is at present 
acute tension, where national feelings are inflamed and where human rights 


are endangered and denied. 

"Tt appeals in the name of Christ and of human compassion to those in authority 
to act with restraint and justice and expresses its sympathy with all those 
now suffering." 5. 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
SENDS MESSAGE TO MUFTI OF JERUSALEM 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, on Tuesday, August 26 sent a message of "sympathy 
and prayers" to the Mufti of Jerusalem, Sa'ad Eddine El Alami, following 
the burning down of the Al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem on August 21. 


The general secretary told the Mufti that the Council's Central Committee 
meeting in Canterbury last week had, before the fire, recommended that serious 
consideration be given by the WCC to initiating discussions with Christians, 
Jews and Moslems as to the “guardianship of the Holy Places, the status of 
Jerusalem and the people of the city". 


Dr. Blake who visited the Mufti in Jerusalem during his tour of the Middle 
East in March said he was "deeply concerned and grieved" at the disaster. 
"T hold myself at disposal of yourself and people of the city", he told 
the Mufti.in the cabled message. 


The text of the message sent by cable: 


"Deeply concerned and grieved at disaster to your Holy Place. Re- 
calling our warm fraternal conversation when in Jerusalem assure 

you of sympathy and prayers of World Council of Churches. Our 
Central Committee meeting at Canterbury last week before disaster 
recommended ‘that serious consideration be given by the appropriate 
department of the World Council of Churches to initiating discussions 
with Christians, Jews and Moslems as to the guardianship of the Holy 
Places the status of Jerusalem and the people of the city'. I hold 
myself at disposal of yourself and people of the city." 


EPS 
MEXICAN CHURCHES TO STUDY 
CHURCH RENEWAL 
Mexico City, (EPS) -- A seminar on church renewal within the Protestant 


churches in Mexico will be held in Cuernavaca from October 13-15 it was 
announced here. 


The seminar is to give the churches the opportunity to decide what is the 
vital question in renewal for them and how they will proceed. The sponsors 
hope that by bringing church leaders together on this vital subject they 
will prevent both obstinacy and division within the churches. 


A committee of the Protestant Federation of Mexico and the Centre for Ecu- 
menical Studies has made the theological and practical preparations for the 
seminar. It has also said the federation should stimulate and contribute to 
. intensified contacts and discussions between the churches and between various 
other groups within the churches. The agreement of the committee followed a 
request from its two sources to examine whether church renewal was suited to 
become a pointer of activity for the federation. 


Representatives from other churches and institutions together with a group of 
experts to help with an analysis of church renewal in Mexico will attend. 
EPS 
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Appendix 


TEXT OF RHODESIA RESOLUTION 


The Central Committee of the World Council passed the following resolution 
on Rhodesia: 


"The Central Committee 


Commends the statements by the Christian Council in Rhodesia and 

the Roman Catholic bishops of Rhodesia, issued before the Referendum 
on June 20, 1969 and endorses the judgement that the Proposals for 

a new Constitution for Rhodesia are in many respects contrary to 
Christian teaching; 


Declares that member churches should fulfil part of their responsibility 
to the whole populations of Rhodesia by providing the churches in 
Rhodesia with the necessary help by finance and personnel for the 
development of their programmes of education, training, relief and 

other areas of Christian service; 


Appreciates the intention of the UN policy of economic sanctions 
against Rhodesia and requests the member churches to press upon 
their governments the necessity to find more effective measures for 
the ends sought. The CCIA is asked to continue to seek advice in 
this matter from the member churches and other appropriate bodies. 
The member churches are asked to inform the CCIA of the actions 
they have been able to take. 


Urges member churches to influence governments and the public to 
recognize that those who struggle against oppression and injustice 
merit responsible consideration and support; 


Does not accept that acquiescence in injustice is an inevitable 
necessity, and therefore urges that the U.K. government should not 
grant constitutional independence to Rhodesia until conditions 
have been established for a majority rule that will serve these 
legitimate rights and aspirations; 


Calls on all Christian people to pray that in this tragic situation 
God will reveal to us the way of justice and brotherhood, and will 


enable us to follow it. 
* * * 


MIDDLE EAST STATEMENT 


"The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches reviewing the situa- 
tion in the Middle East in the light of the resolution of the Uppsala Assembly 
and later events in the area, notes with deep concern the constant deteriora- 
tion of the situation and the increasing threat of an explosion which could 
affect the peace of the world, adopts as its own the principles which the 
former Central Committee of the World Council of Churches set forth in its 
statement on the Middle East at Heraklion in August, 1967, 


(more) 
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. Recognizes that no lasting peace is possible without respecting the 


legitimate rights of the Palestinian and Jewish people presently 
living in the area and without effective international guarantee for 
the political independence and territorial integrity of all nations 
in the area, including Israel; 


Recognizes that the great powers have special responsibility for 

creating the political climate and the external circumstances in 

which peace can be restored on the basis of the implementation of 
the UN Security Council Resolution of November 22, 1967; 


. Believes that in supporting the establishment of the State of Israel 


without protecting the rights of Palestinians injustice has been 
done to Palestinian Arabs by the great powers which should be redressed. 


. Re-affirms that the World Council of Churches should continue to fulfil 


its responsibility to serve the needs of all refugees, and requests 
it to include in this concern both Arabs and Jews and the basic idea 
of legitimate free movement; 


. Welcomes the plans to convene in Cyprus in September next a consulta- 


tion on "The Middle East Refugee Programme", and prays that our 
churches will have a renewed sense of the continuing and increasing 
tragedy of the Palestinian refugees and other displaced persons, and 
of the imperative obligations of the churches to minister to their 
needs and support their basic demand for justice; 


States again its concern that basic internationally recognized human 
rights be observed for all people and urges the General Secretary of 
the United Nations to intensify his actions towards this end; 


Suggests that the subject of biblical interpretation be studied in order 
to avoid the misuse of the Bible in support of partisan political views 
and to clarify the bearing of faith upon critical political questions; 


. Recommends that serious consideration be given by the appropriate 


department of the World Council of Churches to initiating discussions 
with Christians, Jews and Moslems as to the guardianship of the Holy 
Places, the status of Jerusalem and the people of the city. 
EPS 
a 


STATEMENT ON CUBA-U.S. RELATIONS 


A statement on Cuba-U.S. relations said: 


"The Central Committee 


Considers it to be urgent that normal diplomatic relations between 
the USA and Cuba be re-established, the embargo ended and trade 
established; 


Expresses its appreciation and support of the actions already taken 
by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and 


(more) 
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offers, through the appropriate organs of the World Council, such 
assistance as may be required; 


Requests the member churches, especially in Latin America, to take 
appropriate action vis-a-vis the governments of their respective 
countries urging them to re-establish diplomatic and trade relations 
with Cuba in order to diminish the economic stress to which the 
Cuban people are being jsubjected because of the lack of such relations." 
EPS 
kk 


NIGERIA AND THE FORMER EASTERN REGION 


‘The following statement on Nigeria and the former Eastern Region was passed 
by the Central Committee: HUES. BE 


"While recognizing that all aid programmes appear to have political 
implications, the proper intention of Christians, in giving as much 
aid as possible to the victims of the two sides of the conflict, is 
simply to express their solidarity with their fellows in their suffer- 
ing, and to do what is possible to bring relief to their needs. 


In order to secure the most effective use of resources and to prevent 
the avoidable entanglement of the relief programmes in political ends, 
regular consultative meetings of all the organizations concerned must 
be encouraged and developed without delay. 


The only answer to this terrible situation is the ending of the 
fighting and the achievement of a negotiated settlement. We welcome 
the efforts of all those working for this purpose. For its part, the 
WCC desires to put itself in the position where those seeking peace 
can turn to it for any help it can offer in resolving the profound 
disagreement of the two sides." 

EPS 


k * 


No. 31 - 28th August, 1969 18 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches continued its annual 
meeting in the University of Kent at Canterbury until August 22. On the 
following two pages are pictures of some who were present. 


Opposite: (528) Lord Chalfont, a Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, who 
brought greetings from the British government to the Central Committee. (529) 
His Eminence Joseph Diangienda of the Church of Christ on Earth by the Prophet 
Simon Kimbangu conducts evening worship with Pastor Luntindila, Mr. Mark 

Schomer and another pastor. (530) Dom Emmanuel Lanne, OSB, (left) and Mgr. 

Jorge Medina, delegated observers from the Roman Catholic Church, during a 
plenary session. (531) L to R: Mrs. Janet Wesonga a member of Anglican Church 
of Uganda with Miss Lois C. Miller, United Methodist Church USA, Miss Carmencita 
Karagdag, Philippine Independent Church and the Rev. Ching-Chee Lee of the Hong 
Kong Council of Church of Christ in China. (532) L to R: Dr. Leopoldo J. Niilus, 
Director of CCIA talking with Prof. Dr. Ulrich Scheuner, chairman. and Rev. Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC. (533) L to R: The Hon. John 
Brademas, USA speaking at a plenary session, Bishop Roy H. Short, USA, Dr. Eva 

I. Shipstone, India, and Bishop Dr. Roy C. Nichols, USA. (534) L to R: Dr. D. 
Kitagawa, WCC staff Geneva, Pastor Manuel de Mello, Brazil, Dr. In Ha Lee, Japan, 
Bishop E. Chavez, Chile, Rev. Edwin L. Taylor, Antigua, West Indies during a 
coffee break. (535) Miss Karagdag, Philippines; Mr. N. Cheetham, an English 
steward, Father Cyril, a guest from the USSR and Mr. D. Johnson, (USA) a Central 
Committee member. (536) L to R: Dr. K.C. Joseph, WCC staff, talking with Most 
Rev. Vladimir, Archbishop of Berlin and Middle Europe. Bishop James K. Mathews, 
USA and Rt. Rev. Josiah M. Kibira, Tanzania. (537) Committee members entering 
the university hall for the committee meeting: (centre right) His Eminence Met- 
ropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon, Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, a 
vice-chairman of the Central Committee and Rev. Dr. E.A. Payne, one of six WCC 
presidents.- (538) Sister Estelle singing during an experimental worship pro- 
gramme. (539) Father Paul Verghese, India talking with stewards. (540) Dr. 
Margaret Mead,noted American anthropologist, presenting Church and Society report. 


Back Page: (541) Mr. Penry Jones delivering the report on the Department of 
Communication. (542) A Dutch journalist chats with committee members. (543) 
Mr. M.M. Thomas, Central Committee chairman speaking at a press conference. : 
(544) L to R: Dr. R.J. Payne, Liberia, Rev. Prof. John Meyendorff, USA and Prof. 
Roger Mehl, France. (545) Bishop A.H. Zulu of South Africa listens to a debate. 
(546) Dr. E.H. Tuller, USA speaking at a plenary session. (547) A general view 
of the Central Committee from the press gallery. (548) The committee at worship 
in the City Temple, London. (549) Committee members follow a debate via IBM 
head-sets. (550) L to R: Patriarch German of Serbia, Dr. E. Payne and Miss 
Pauline Webb at Canterbury Cathedral. (551) The Archbishop of Canterbury talking 
with the Bishop of Singapore. (552) Dr. Eugene Carson Blake and Dr. A. van den 
Heuvel at a press conference. (553) L to R: Miss Jean Fairfax, USA, Dr. R.V. 
Moss, Jr., USA and Rev. D.M. Musunsa, Zambia. (554) Committee members arrive for 
morning session. (555) Stewards confer on the day's programme. (556) Metropol- 
itan Nikodim, USSR speaking during a debate. (557) The Archbishop of Canterbury 
leaves his cathedral after opening service at which he gave message of welcome. 
EPS 
(Photos are available from WCC Film/Photo Section, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 
Geneva 20, Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-; S.Fr./DM 5. each.) 
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SOUTH AFRICAN GROUPS TO STUDY 
CHRISTIANITY IN APARTHEID SOCIETY 


Braamfontein, South Africa, (EPS) -- Six commissions composed of experts in 
economics, education, law, politics and society have been named by the South 
African Council of Churches to spell out the implications of the theological 
message issued by the council a year ago (EPS No. 35, 1968). 


THe message, one of the most challenging indictments of apartheid ever to 
appear in South Africa, branded the concept of racial separation "truly 
hostile to Christianity". 


A number of non-Christians have agreed to serve on the commissions. Three 
groups based in the Johannesburg area will consider the Church, education 
and the law. Groups in Cape Town will deal with economics and politics. 
And a social commission is based in Durban. 


The entire project, officially known as the "Study Project on Christianity 
in Apartheid Society", is co-sponsored by the Christian Institute of Southern 
Africa. 


No attempt will be made to suggest specifically Christian policies, since 
Christians differ among themselves about such issues, says a prospectus for 
the project. 


"But we do believe some policies, programmes and systems are closer than 
others to Christian ethics, and we believe these are more likely to gain 
acceptance from those of other faiths or no faith who desire a South Africa 
based on such values as justice and equal opportunity", says the prospectus. 


It is hoped that the commissions will avoid the production of mere academic 
reports, and will undertake "a hard-headed and realistic assessment of the 
possibilities of change and the methods of achieving change in South Africa", 
said Mr. Peter Randall, director of the project. 


Of the 140 people named as commission members or consultants, more than one- 
third are under 40 and some are among the brightest and ablest younger people 
in the universities and professions, according to Mr. Randall. He termed it 
"the most representative group of South Africans ever brought together to 
study our country's problems". 


EPS 
WORSHIP IN A SECULAR AGE 
DISCUSSED AT CONSULTATION 
Geneva, (EPS) -- A four-day consultation on "Worship in a Secular Age" saw 


the underlying issue in the discussion on the crisis in worship in a secular 
age was "how to speak of God today". 


The consultation, organized by the Faith and Order Secretariat of the World 
Council of Churches, brought together 32 priests, scholars and laymen under 
the chairmanship of the Rev. Theophilus M. Taylor of the USA. It followed a 
recommendation from the Council's assembly in Uppsala, Sweden last year at 
which one of the six sub-themes was "The Worship of God in a Secular Age". 


. (more) 
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The Uppsala debate showed there was no easy agreement among churchmen on 
worship. Secularization was seen as a dominating problem in some Western 


nations but not in other nations represented by the Council's 235 member 
churches. 


The consultation here last week discussed its theme under these headings: 
worship and secularization, outdated and modern ways of worship, private 
and public worship. 


After listening to two papers on each sub-theme followed by hours of intensive 
discussion participants who came from the Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Prot- 
estant traditions defined the issues for further debate as: 


- the nature of the crisis of worship today, 


- do you start from the Bible, experience or an analysis of 
cultural trends? 


- the possibilities and risks in liturgical reform, 
- how are forms of worship adequately judged? 


- what is the relationship of worship to the mission of the Church, 
the patterns of Church government and discipline and membership 
in the Church? 


- how does the issue of worship present itself in the ecumenical 
movement today? What is the role of the differences between 
the various Christian groups, and where today are the real 
differences that divide people in their worship of God? 


The papers on the sub-themes will be published in a forthcoming issue of Studia 
Liturgica. A report on the consultation, together with a record of the debate 
on worship at last year's assembly, will be presented to the Commission on 
- Faith and Order which is due to meet in 1971. The future of the study will 
then be decided. 

EPS 


NEW BISHOP OF DUBLIN NAMED 


Dublin, (EPS) -- The Rt. Rev. Alan Alexander Buchanan, 62, Bishop of Clogher, 
has been elected Archbishop of Dublin and Primate of Ireland. He succeeds the 
Most Rev. Dr. George Simms, who has become Archbishop of Armagh and Primate 

of All Ireland (EPS No. 27). 


According to an editorial in the Irish Times, Dr. Buchanan has been a life- 
long supporter of the ecumenical movement and has said he would do his utmost 
to promote good relations among members of every church. He has served as 
chairman of the Irish Council of Churches. 


Dr. Buchanan was chosen September 10 by the Episcopal Electoral College of 
the Southern Province of the Church of Ireland meeting here. The choice must 
still be ratified by the House of Bishops, which meets October 13. 


Born in Fintona, County Tyrone, Dr. Buchanan was educated at Dublin University. 
He has spent most of his ministry in the north of Ireland, serving parishes 

in Belfast, Inver (Larne) and Bangor. He was elected Bishop of Clogher, 

a cross-border diocese, in 1958.56 
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CHRISTIAN AGENCIES SERVING SEAMEN 
TO FORM NEW ASSOCIATION 


Rotterdam, (EPS) -- The closing of the Suez Canal which led to the building 
of giant tankers, and the use of container ships which simplify and speed up 
the unloading of cargo have brought a near-revolution in the life of seamen, 
a consultation of Christian agencies ministering to seafarers was told here. 


Seamen now spend 80% of their lives aboard ship in contrast to former days 
when they were at sea 40% of the time and in port 60%. This has widespread 
implications for family life and communication, the seaman's mental health, 
cultural life and educational needs, it was reported. 


These facts about the shipping industry and those who serve it came to light 
at the first ecumenical meeting of representatives of 52 international and 
national voluntary Christian organizations serving seamen in 16 nations. 

The consultation in the latter part of August was co-sponsored by the Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, a Roman 
Catholic and several Protestant missions to seamen. 


One action expected to result from the meeting was the establishment of a 
permanent international association of Christian voluntary organizations to 
foster collaboration and to serve as their collective voice both within and 
outside the industry. 


A working committee to see how this can be brought into being includes the 
Rev. Johannes Aardal, Norwegian Seamen's Mission; Mgr. Francis Frayne, 
Apostolatus Maris (Roman Catholic); Oberkirchenrat Hermann Goebel, Lutheran 
Branch of the German Seamen's Mission; the Rev. Tom Kerfoot, Missions to 
Seamen, London; the Rev. J.W. Schokking, Netherlands Seamen's Centre; and 
the Rev. Bernard Spong, International Council of Seamen's Agencies of North 
America. The co-chairmen are Mgr. Frayne and Mr. Kerfoot; the secretary is 
the Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa of the WCC Geneva staff. 


A comprehensive survey of activities carried on by Christian groups at 340 
installations around the globe showed the need for more residential quarters 
for change-over crews, aid to wives, cultural activities on shore, vocational 
guidance and education for advancement, as well as co-operation by local 
service agencies. 


Dr. Kitagawa reported that the presence of crews from the Third World created 
racial and cultural tensions, and this was discussed. He also made a plea 

that seamen, who are often disenfranchized in their own countries due to absence, 
should be treated as citizens of every country which they visit while on duty. 


"Some people may think this is much too visionary", Dr. Kitagawa said, "but 
economically and technologically we are one world. The existing structure 
of the international community needs to adjust to this reality." 


Recalling that President Nixon talked to men on the moon, the WCC staff member 
said there was no reason why a man at work on board a ship could not be 
regularly in touch with his family. He suggested that either the industry 
that employs him or the society that benefits from his work or both should 

pay for such calls... 
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IRAN'S SHAH OPENS NEW HOSPITAL 
BUILT WITH CHURCHES' GIFT 


Tehran, (EPS) -- While touring Khorassan Province, where more than 11,000 
people died in last year's earthquake, the Shah of Iran opened a new 50-bed 
hospital at Ferdowz which had been built with the help of $135,000 sent 
through the World Council of Churches. An additional gift of $40,000 was 
from Caritas Internationalis, the Roman Catholic organization. 


Representing the World Council at the ceremonies were Father Paul Verghese 
of India, a member of the Central Committee, and Mr. Geoffrey Murray, staff 
member of the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


Other members of the church delegation were Bishop Hassan Deqhani-Tafti of 
the Episcopal Church, Isfahan, chairman of the Iran Council of Churches; 
Bishop Isayi of the Chaldean Catholic Church, Tehran; and Mr. Jonathan 
Marzeki, secretary of the Evangelical Church of Iran. 


Ferdowz is a Moslem area. The hospital, which is already treating patients, 
will be maintained by the Red Lion and Sun Society, which equipped it at a 
cost of more than $200,000 and has also provided doctors, nurses and technicians 


Last year the churches channelled through the WCC a substantial amount of 
material aid for the earthquake victims. An appeal for cash brought upwards 
of $150,000. The balance of the fund will train 25 nurses in two Iranian 
hospitals. After training they will serve for a minimum of two years in 
the Ferdowz area. 

EPS 


WCC STAFF MEMBER GIVEN AWARD 


New Delhi, (EPS) -- The Norwegian Refugee Council's plaque for distinguished 
work among refugees has been presented to Mr. Gibbon (Pat) Brewster, 44, a 
New Zealand Presbyterian who is senior field representative in India for the 
refugee programme of the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service. As director of SHARAN, an agency of the National Christian Council 
of India, he has been instrumental in aiding Tibetan refugees. 

EPS 


SWEDISH CHURCHMAN SEES HOPE OF SCANDINAVIAN COUNCIL 


Bergen, Norway, (EPS) -~ A Scandinavian council of churches is expected soon, 
according to an interview with Dr. Lars Thunberg, director of the Ecumenical 
Institute in Sigtuna, Sweden, published in Bergens Tidende recently. 


The new council would be composed of those denominations already holding 
membership in the World Council of Churches, he said. If all joined, this 
would involve 7 denominations as follows: Norway 1; Sweden 2; Denmark 2; 
Finland 1; Methodists in the various countries. 


No mention was made of the Roman Catholic Church. In Finland, the Catholic 
Church is a full member of the Finnish Ecumenical Council. 
EPS 
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NCC, EPISCOPALIANS VOTE LARGE 
SUMS FOR BLACK PROJECTS 


Indianapolis, Indiana, (EPS) -- The General Board of the National Council 
of Churches (USA) asked its 33 member denominations to join in raising 
immediately no less than $500,000 of "new money" for the economic develop- 
ment of black communities. 


The board also authorized the preparation of a plan to raise "tens of millions 
of dollars" to be used for loans and grants to disadvantaged groups. Dr. 
Arthur S. Flemming, NCC president, envisaged the setting up of a non-profit- 
making corporation "somewhere between a World Bank and a Ford Foundation". 


According to board action, the $500,000 would be expended through the Inter- 
religious Foundation for Community Organization (IFCO) and the National 
Committee of Black Churchmen, an interdenominational group. Both have close 
connections with the Black Economic Development Conference (BEDC) which was 
formed as a result of James Forman's call for "reparations" to the black 
community at a meeting in Detroit last April. 


Dr. Flemming said that while the ideology of the Black Manifesto was un- 
acceptable, the BEDC was a "new agency directed towards the achievement of 
economic justice for the deprived people of this land". The General Board 
acknowledged the BEDC as "a programmatic expression of the aspirations of 
black churchmen". 


Part of the $500,000 is to be used to finance five regional conferences for 
black churchmen designed to promote the development of new programmes to 
meet both urban and rural problems. 


The General Board action followed by less than two weeks a similar step by the 
Special Convention of the Episcopal Church which approved a grant of $200,000 
to the National Committee of Black Churchmen. 


In a letter appearing in the New York Times dated September 8, the top 
officers of the Episcopal Church denied that the action was an endorsement 
of the concept of "reparations", 


Presiding Bishop John E. Hines as chairman of the House of Bishops, and John 
B. Coburn as president of the House of Deputies said, "The focus was upon 
present and future attitudes and actions rather than upon the acknowledge- 
ment of a right to compensation for injuries in the past." 


The Episcopal funds are to be used for national black community development 
in keeping with the criteria for programmes of self-determination established 
by the General Convention in 1967. According to Hines and Coburn, the action 
"reflects the determination of the Episcopal Church to give high priority - 
in ways appropriate to a Christian church - to the eradication of racial 
injustice in our land and in our church". 

EPS 
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NIGERIA CHRISTIAN COUNCIL ASKS 
KEY ROLE FOR NATIONAL RED CROSS 


Lagos, (EPS) -- The Commission on Relief and Rehabilitation of the Christian 
Council of Nigeria (CCN) has called on the government of the Federal Republic 
to give the Nigerian Red Cross the job of co-ordinating relief to civilian 
victims of the present conflict and permit voluntary agencies to function 
under its leadership. 


The Christian Council is also asking the government to clarify the relation- 
ship between the National Commission for Rehabilitation and the Nigerian 
Red Cross. 


On June 30 the federal government notified 18 voluntary relief agencies operat- 
ing in Nigeria that the National Commission for Rehabilitation was taking over 
from the International Committee of the Red Cross the role of co-ordinating 
relief operations. The ICRC agreed to co-operate in effecting a smooth 
transfer, and indicated it. would continue its traditional role of dispensing 
humanitarian services to war prisoners and civilian victims, maintaining its 
links with the Nigerian Red Cross. 


Since the rehabilitation of members of the armed forces and civilians and re- 
construction of the economy will be a tremendous task requiring at least 

£600 million, the CCN suggested it would be in the best interests of the 
country for government agencies to concentrate on marshalling these enormous 
sums. The CCN as an indigenous organization said it was also committed not 
only to relief but to the rehabilitation of Nigerians of all or no religious 
persuasion who have suffered in the war. 


EPS 
LWF STARTS MEDICAL. SERVICE 
TO NIGERIAN RIVERS STATE 
Geneva, (EPS) -- A "floating doctor service" operating from two large house- 


boats and two fast ambulance boats and ministering to a half-million people 
along the Niger Delta in Nigeria's Rivers State is being launched by the 
Lutheran World Federation. 


A detailed survey of the area is now being made by two Norwegians, Mr. Ingvald 
Godal, a civil engineer, and Dr. Halvor Nordskog, a physician. Other members 
of the team due to arrive soon are a second doctor, four nurses nad an 
administrative assistant. 


The 7,000-square mile Rivers State was part of the Eastern Region of Nigeria, 
which came under control of the Federal Republic in May 1968. Death and 
departure from the area have cut the population from 1.5 miliion to half 
that figure. 


The medical boats will visit the delta villages regularly, and dispensaries 
will be established in as many. villages as possible. 


A second phase of the programme sponsored by the LWF's Department of World 
Service will provide tools and equipment for families who have lost the 


means of earning a livelihood. 
EPS 
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REFORMED/ROMAN CATHOLIC TALKS APPROVED 


Beirut, (EPS) -- The Executive Committees of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and of the International Congregational Council, meeting here 

_ jointly, unanimously agreed to engage in dialogue with the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


A message, sent to Beirut by Cardinal Jan Willebrands, head of the Secre- 
tariat for Promoting Christian Unity of the Vatican, said: "Pope Paul VI 
has given his consent to the setting up of a mixed study commission between 
the WARC and the Roman Catholic Church." 


One of the decisions taken at preliminary consultations with representatives 
of the Vatican was that the duration of the talks should be clearly defined 
and limited. A period of three years is suggested for the conversations, 
beginning with a first meeting in the spring of 1970. 


The over-all theme for the study is "The presence of Christ in church and 
world". 


New Members of Alliance 


The application of two churches for membership in the WARC was ,approved by 
the Executive Committee: 


- The Presbyterian Church of Burma, founded in 1956, has a membership 
of 10,000 in 70 congregations. There are 12 ordained pastors and 
four evangelists. 


The moderator of the church, the Rev. L.R. Bawla, says nearly half 
of the members are first-generation Christians. 


- The Karo Batak Protestant Church in Indonesia, founded in 1890 by 
the Netherlands Missionary Society, has 85,000 members with 5,000 
people undergoing membership training. It has 21 ordained ministers 
and 54 unordained teachers. 


The total membership of the Alliance is 112 churches in more than 70 countries. 
EPS 


BRITISH SUIT SEEKS TO SET ASIDE 
METHODIST VOTE FOR UNION 


London, (EPS) -- The British Methodist Conference's vote last July to enter 
the first stage of union with the Church of England (Anglican) will be 
challenged in the High Court here. 


Solicitors acting for the Voice of Methodism Association, an organization 

long opposed to the plan for union, said a summons was issued in the High Court 
September 9 against the Methodist Conference president, the Rev. Brian O'Gorman, 
and its secretary, the Rev. Eric Baker. The association seeks a court ruling 
that the July decision favourable to union was beyond the Conference's power. 

It also asked for a court-directed referendum on the issue among all Methodists 


in Britain:which, it hopes, would show that the Majority oppose the present 
reunion plan. 
EPS 
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COMMUNICATORS URGE CO-OPERATIVE 
EFFORTS IN THE PACIFIC 


Madang, New Guinea, (EPS) -- Church-related writers and broadcasters in the 
Pacific area have recommended the formation of Christian Communications 
Commissions by the Pacific Conference of Churches and the churches in 
Papua-New Guinea and the British Solomon Islands. They also asked that a 
"communications organizer" be employed to work closely with these two groups. 


More than 40 representatives of Protestant and Roman Catholic churches all 
over the Pacific made these suggestions at an eight-day consultation at 
Nobonob near here. They were joined by advisers from North America, England, 
Africa and Switzerland. 


Churches in the Pacific had requested the consultation after seeing the 
results of a literature survey made by Charles Richards, director of the 
Christian Literature Fund, and Dr. Doris Hess of the United Methodist Board 
of Missions (USA). 


A third recommendation called for expansion of the Anglican public relations 
office in Port Moresby, Papua, into an ecumenical service for all churches 
in the area. Wherever possible, it was stated, training and communication 
facilities should be jointly developed by the churches. 


Goal of all these efforts would be to help Christians grow in faith and to 
make them more effective in communicating the gospel to all people. 
EPS 


NEW ORTHODOX BISHOPS FOR WESTERN EUROPE 


Istanbul, (EPS) -- The Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con- 
stantinople has made provision for the spiritual needs of Greek Orthodox 
living in Western Europe by naming several new representatives. 


Elected Metropolitan of Germany is Metropolitan Iakovos (James). As the 
Metropolitan of Philadelphia in Asia Minor, he was for many years the bishop 
in the Patriarchate most actively engaged in ecumenical affairs. At the 
WCC's New Delhi Assembly he was named to the Central and Executive Committees. 


In 1964 at the height of the tension between the Turkish Government and the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Metropolitan James was deprived of his Turkish 
citizenship and expelled from the country. He went to the USA and worked 
at Harvard University. Despite repeated efforts by the World Council, he 
never received permission to return to Turkey. In 1968 he was appointed 
locum tenens of the Archdiocese of Australia and New Zealand. 


Named Metropolitan of Belgium and Luxembourg is Metropolitan Emilianos of 
Selucia, who was responsible for organizing the church in Turkey until he too 
was deprived of his citizenship and expelled with Metropolitan James. 


The new Metropolitan of Sweden and all Scandinavia is Metropolitan Polyefktos 
of Heliopolis and Theira, until recently Metropolitan of Germany. Metropolitan 
Iezekiel, who last year resigned as Archbishop of Australia and New Zealand, 


has returned to his archdiocese in Sydney. 
EPS 
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Special Report 
"ABIDJAN '69": SECOND AACC ASSEMBLY 


Abidjan, Ivory Coast, (EPS) -- The Christian churches of Africa were challenged 
to work with governments on development planning, to proclaim the gospel to 
each country in terms of its own culture, and to work at improving church 
relationships on the grass-roots level. 


These were three highlights of the section reports drawn up by 233 delegates 
and observers from 72 African churches who attended the Second General Assembly 
of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) held here September 1-12. 


"Abidjan 1969" was a genuine tour de force which focused primarily on problems 
peculiar to Africa but also touched on many questions affecting the whole 
Christian world. Engaging in the discussions were not only clergy but laymen, 
women and young people sent as part of church delegations. 


"The Church's concern in development is to make society truly human", said 
the report from the section on "Working with Christ in the Social, Economic 
and Political Situation Today". The Church should co-operate with government 
in the planning of development schemes "in an effort to bring about social 
justice", the section said. 


Since 90% of Africans live in rural areas, the assembly stressed the urgency 

of carrying out an "agricultural revolution" in which the Church should 
actively participate. It also called for long-term planning to deal creatively 
with the "surge (not drift) to the towns". 


On the Church's prophetic ministry and task of reconciliation, the section 
said: "...although the gospel speaks to all men, there is a profound Christian 
concern for the oppressed and for those who are at the mercy of the powerful. 
Christians must be peacemakers. They must examine and act to remove the 

causes of violence as well as endeavour to bring together in peaceful negotia- 
tions those who are in conflict. The churches must take care not to become 
wrongly identified with one side." 


"Extreme concern" was expressed at the plight of 14 million persons who have 
been forced to flee their homes and become "strangers" in conditions of ex- 
treme hardship. Both churches and states were asked to work tirelessly to 
remove factors which caused these people to become refugees. 


The section on "Working with Christ in the Cultural Revolution" said: "It 

is not a question of 'Africanizing' the Church but of transmitting the call 
of God in Africa so as to lead Africans to obedience to the Christian faith. 
It is after all a call to conversion that is addressed to every people and to 
every race." 


The section warned against “exaggerated adaptations which run the risk of 
reintroducing into Christian worship certain 'pagan' elements". 


The assembly noted the need for more Bible commentaries adapted to an African 
audience, but said these must be grounded on a sound knowledge of the biblical 


(more) 
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record in the original languages. African theologians, however, should be 
allowed to do their theologizing in their own mother tongue. Then their 


writings could be translated into more widely used languages such as English 
and French. 


Intensification of the dialogue with African humanists and socialists, as 
well as Moslems, was suggested. "We have not only the hope that our dialogue 
with Moslems will produce conversions", said the section. "If we want a true 


dialogue we have to be prepared for our own knowledge of God to be deepened 
by our encounter with Moslems." 


The section on "Working with Christ for the Renewal of the Church" dealt 

with several facets of the problem. The AACC staff and General Committee were 
asked to make contact with conservative evangelicals, not forgetting the 
importance of discussions at the grass-roots level. 


"It would be false to assume a self-righteous or judgmental attitude towards 
those churches which stand outside the various conciliar organizations, which 
express a still fragmented and imperfect form of the ecumenical movement", the 
assembly said. 


Views on Intercommunion 


The section called special attention to addresses given earlier in the assembly 
by the Most Rev. J.K. Amissah, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Ghana, and by 
Principal Adeolu Adegbola of Emmanuel Theological College in Ibadan, Nigeria. 


Archbishop Amissah said: "The AACC and the Roman Catholic Church in Africa 
have a greater opportunity and a more pressing obligation to investigate and 

if it be God's will give the lead in intercommunion. The social situation 

in many places in Africa, with its accent on the community character and 

social aspects of life, would seem to confirm this opportunity and obligation." 


He suggested two extremes to be avoided, for the time being at least: (1) un- 
regulated full intercommunion, whether ecclesiastical or eucharistic; and 

(2) no intercommunion - especially eucharistic - between the separated eccles- 
iastical communities. 


Between these two extreme views is that which says that on certain special 
occasions and under proper ecclesiastical supervision, intercommunion 
(eucharistic) is to be permitted "as a sign of unity already achieved, and as 
a means of achieving the grace of further and more intimate and more realistic 


unity". 


Archbishop Amissah appealed to theologians and biblical scholars to study the 
requirements for the priestly ministry. Such study might possibly "demand 

a widening of the concept of apostolic succession on the part of some of us, 

to embrace forms other than imposition of hands by validly consecrated bishops". 


Renewal of the Church 


Churches in Africa were severely criticized by Principal Adegbola for spending 
most of their money putting up impressive buildings and maintaining structures 
and patterns of ministry totally incompatible with the calling to serve the 

people of Africa. He said: "The Church in Africa, as elsewhere, is much too 


(more) 
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inward-looking. It is primarily preoccupied with trying to save the souls 
of its members, and through preaching and the sacraments, to nourish some 
individual religious experience which becomes an end in itself." 


For church renewal it is necessary to rediscover that "the Church does not 
belong to us, whether we be white or black, rich or poor. It belongs to 
Christ. When we have realized that, church union will become easy and shame- 
ful competition will stop", Adegbola said. 


Mission of Reconciliation to Nigeria 


The assembly voted to send a goodwill mission to Christians in Nigeria and 
the former Eastern Region. It was charged: (1) to convey personally the 
fraternal greetings and concern of the churches of Africa and (2) to consult 
with them on what service the AACC as a fellowship of Christians could render 
in this difficult situation. 


The resolution said that if consultation with the churches warranted it, the 
mission should seek ways and means whereby cessation of hostilities could be 
effected, to enable the two sides to come together to seek a permanent solu- 
tion to a situation that has brought suffering and misery to many. 


President Felix Houphouet Boigny of the Ivory Coast sent a message to the 
assembly and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council 

of Churches, delivered an address in which he said that true ecumenicity 
required churches to re-examine their most normally accepted programmes and 
structures. ''To become a member of any council or conference of churches 
worthy of the name is to enter into a dialogue and co-operation that profoundly 
challenges each church's separate existence", he maintained. 


At Abidjan were representatives of most of the 78 member churches of the AACC 
and 11 associate members, plus a large number of observers from non-member 
bodies including the Roman Catholic Church (4), African churches (65), the 
Kimbanguist Church (5). 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


The man behind the camera stepped forward and took a bow this month before film 
critics in Holland who had given his production "Homo Homini'" the Human Rights 

Award (see pp. i-ii). Herewith the World Council of Churches" director of film 

and audio-visuals, Mr. John Taylor, and some of the more than 100 photos he ex- 
hibited at the Laren Film Festival. The selection was based on artistic merit 

or the intrinsic interest of the subject matter. 


Opposite: (559) Catalogue for John Taylor's photo exhibition at the Singer 
Museum, Laren, Netherlands. (560) John explaining the technicalities of a 
movie camera to his son, Peter. (561) Two Japanese girls. 

Back Page: (562) This dance forms part of an annual religious ceremony of the 
Shembe sect in South Africa. (563) Guggenheim Museum, New York, designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright. (564) A distinctive Henry Moore sculpture in Brazil's 
capital, Brasilia. (565) A Vietnamese girl. (566) The Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Athenagoras, and Archbishop Iakovos of North and South America. 
(567) Black New World, a U.S. modern dance group. (568) Visitor at Venice 
Biennale art exhibit. (569) Vietnamese child learns to write. (570) "God's 
Hand" by Carl Milles in the Millesgarden, Stockholm. (571) Japanese filmmaker 
Jogi Kuri and one of his models... 
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News Feature 


NETHERLANDS FILM FESTIVAL 
RECOGNIZES WORLD COUNCIL ARTIST 


by Frances S. Smith 
WCC Staff Writer 


There's a new word being used in ecumenical circles these days, thanks to 
last year's Uppsala Assembly of the World Council of Churches. It's the 
term "humanum", or for those not addicted to Latin, simply "the human". 


Dismayed at the prospect that science and technology might speed up the de- 
humanizing process already well under way, the 700-plus delegates at Uppsala 
agreed to make the theological and other aspects of "the human" the key 
study of the WCC for the next six years. 


But if this is a new word to most church people, there is one person who 
has known it for years. He may not have said much about it, at least not in 
words, but he has pictured it again and again and again. 


He is John P. Taylor, known around the world as photographer, painter, 
cartoonist, designer, and filmmaker. In his photographs the gaunt eyes of 
hungry children, the laughing eyes of work-campers, the tired eyes of old men 
waiting to die, and the sleepless eyes of women left homeless by natural 
disasters remind us that humanity is Christian concern No. l. 


This month in Laren, Holland, John's concern for humanity was officially 
recognized at the Netherlands Film Festival. There, on September 11, he 
received a special Human Rights Award for the animated film "Homo Homini", 
which he produced as a “curtain-raiser'' for the Uppsala Assembly. It will 
surprise no one to learn that the film was shown at the festival sandwiched 
between Luis Bunuel's "Nazarin" and Pier Paolo Pasolini's '"Teorema". 


Judges at the festival gave this year's top prize in the documentary and 
short features category to a film about the Uppsala Assembly titled "Behold - 
All Things New". It was produced by the International Film Department of 
Sveriges Radio (TV) - Radio Sweden with John Taylor serving as adviser. 


Simultaneous with the film festival, an exhibition of more than 100 examples 
of Taylor's photographic art was on display at the Singer Art Museum in Laren. 


For once John was free to include pictures from "the whole inhabited earth", 
rather than simply those which depict various activities of the WCC. As 
director of the Film and Audio-Visual Section of the World Council's Depart- 
ment of Communication, he has produced exhibitions for every major World 
Council meeting since the Evanston Assembly in 1954. 


A Dutch journalist who attended the New Delhi Assembly in 1961 went home and 
wrote: "The exhibition of photos visualizing the life and work of the WCC 

was proof of the impressive artistic and technical ability of the WCC's ‘court 
photographer’ John P. Taylor...a wonderful contribution to get the churches 
acquainted with one another and gradually to make known to the whole world 


the broad field of aid undertaken by the churches." CHHOFR) 
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Last year John was responsible for the multi-media emphasis at Uppsala which 
took several forms. In addition to the two films produced especially for 
the Assembly —- "Homo Homini" and "Acceleration" - John prevailed upon Mary 
Kent, then a nun teaching at Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles, to 
send a display of pop art utilizing everyday signs and symbols to convey a 
religious message. Even John was surprised at the magnitude of the show 
when it arrived. Another distinctive cultural feature was the series of 
feature-length movies by Ingmar Bergman, some of the younger Swedish film- 
makers and a number of East Europeans which entertained the participants 
after hours. And at John's invitation American folk singer Pete Seeger gave 
an evening of protest songs. 


For the citizens of Stockholm John interpreted the World Council by means of 
a photo exhibition in the ultra-modern Stockholmsterrassen in the heart of 
the city. 


Born in Wisconsin in 1920, John Taylor studied art with the great American 
painter Thomas Hart Benton at the Kansas City Art Institute, where a fellow 
student was the late Jackson Pollock. Later he attended Phillips University 
in Oklahoma and Mexico City's Escuela Universitaria de Bellas Artes. A period 
of painting murals followed. 


From teaching art at Denison University in Ohio, John like many artists 
migrated to Greenwich Village in New York City, where for six years he had 
his own studio producing photos and designs for publications and displays. 
During a trip to the Pacific in 1945-46 he did pictures and murals for 
hospitals and the railroad station in Kyoto, Japan. 


With his appetite for travel whetted, John and Lu, his wife, jumped at the 
chance to spend seven months on a photographic tour of Europe during which he 
took photos that have been gracing travel posters ever since. Finally it 

was time to settle down - in French Morocco of all places where Taylor was 
chief of a film unit for the U.S. Government. 


Since coming to the World Council of Churches in October 1953, John has visited 
a large number of the 80 countries in which the World Council's 235 member 
churches are found. He has probably photographed more clerical beards than any 
man living, as well as the colourful robes of Anglican archbishops and Orthodox 
patriarchs. The purple-hatted Russians are no more foreign to him than the 

Mar Thoma Syrian churchmen with their star-studded head coverings. 


But now that the novelty of ecclesiastical differences is wearing off and the 
ecumenical movement threatens to bog down in a morass of mimeograph paper and 
committee machinations, John Taylor like a number of his World Council colleagues 
is asking himself and others who come to him for advice: how do we communicate 
the ecumenical message tomorrow? How do we compete with the barrage of visual 
messages people are receiving every minute of the day? 


John himself is contemplating a new film on mass communication and its influence 
on man. As usual he will be probing beneath the surface of technological achieve- 
ments and prodding his viewers to ask: Why is it we can bounce messages off 
satellites but can't talk to the people next door? 


Whether the film will be catalogued among the weighty volumes being produced 
on "the humanum" is immaterial. It will undoubtedly communicate the problems 
and longings of humanity more clearly than thousands of words+ 56 
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KYODAN TO RECONSIDER 
EXPO '70 PARTICIPATION 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) will call an 
extraordinary session of the General Assembly later this year to reconsider 
its participation in the Christian Pavilion at Expo '70. 


Moderator Kiyoshi Ili has been authorized to appoint a preparatory committee 
to draw up plans for the special session. Districts will be encouraged to 
discuss in advance background information to be circulated containing the 
various viewpoints on the issue. 


Calling of the special session, requested by the Hyogo and Osaka Districts, 
was approved by the standing executive committee in early September after 
hearing a group of 130 persons, mostly young laymen, pastors and seminary 
students, who opposed Kyodan participation in the pavilion. 


They claimed that construction of Expo '70 was endangering the lives of 
workers and communities around the site, that the government was using the 
fair to divert attention from the Security Treaty issue, and that money 
going into the effort should be directed rather towards pressing housing, 
transportation and public welfare needs. Although the term "evangelism" 
was used to justify the Christian Pavilion, the meaning of this term was 
never spelled out, they said. 


While the pavilion had been hailed as an ecumenical achievement because 
Protestants and Roman Catholics are uniting in its sponsorship, critics said 
such sponsorship was meaningless unless a common understanding had first 

been reached as to the nature of the Christian mission in Japan. They cited 
the fact that the United Church itself was formed in response to a government 
order at the very time when the churches should have been opposing government 
policy. 


Dr. In Ha Lee, interim general secretary of the National Christian. Council, 
has stated that plans for the Christian Pavilion will proceed even if the 
Kyodan reverses its decision on support. Although the resolution passed 
by the Kyodan's 1968 General Assembly promised only moral support and re- 
presented no financial commitment, Dr. Lee acknowledged that a withdrawal 
of Kyodan endorsement might hinder the fund-raising drive. 


Dr. Lee emphasized that all NCC member bodies were represented when the 
decision was officially taken in 1968. "One of the lessons still to be 
learned about ecumenical involvement", he said, "is the meaning of commitment 
to a common goal and the process of feed-back by which those in a member 
body learn about and accept responsibility for commitments and decisions 
made with regard to co-operative projects." 

EPS 


DR. BLAKE TO SPEAK IN CANTERBURY 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, has been invited by the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury 
Cathedral to speak in the cathedral on January 24, 1970 at the conclusion 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. This service, which annually 
draws some 600 people, is a "great act of thanksgiving" for the outpouring 
of Christian fellowship during the Week of Prayer. 
EPS 
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RECORD AACC BUDGET APPROVED 


Abidjan, Ivory Coast, (EPS) -- A marked expansion in the programme 
activities of the All Africa Conference of Churches is anticipated in the 
1970 budget of the AACC approved at the recent meeting of the General 
Committee here. 


The assembly as a whole recommended that these funds be raised through a 
new system of membership subscription with each member church paying a 
minimum of 5 Central African francs per member in French-speaking countries 
and two pence per member in English-speaking countries on the basis of 
membership declared the previous year. Associate members, i.e. national 
Christian councils, would continue to pay at the rate of £20 per annum. 


The 1970 budget was set at £91,320 ($219,168) as contrasted with actual 
expenditures in 1968 of £29,806 ($71,534). 


The new system of affiliation fees is designed to increase the share of the 
budget paid by African churches and councils from the £2,600 subscribed in 
1968 to the £50,000 sought from them in 1970. The remainder of the 1968 
budget came through the World Council of Churches and the World Council of 
Christian Education, and from Friends of the AACC and interest on investments. 


A major share of the "revolutionary" '70 budget would provide for 10 new 
staff members, raising the present staff of 21 to 31. The Finance Committee 
also recommended a 10% increase in staff salaries. Among the new staff 
sought are a second associate general secretary and a finance secretary who 
would assist in raising the increased budget. 


A dual structure proposed at the Abidjan assembly calls for AACC offices in 
both East and West Africa. This would cut down on individual staff travel 
and enable staff to give detailed attention to the areas covered. 


Four new presidents of the AACC elected at the assembly are Dr. Jean Kotto, 
Cameroon; the Rev. Seth M. Mokitimi, South Africa; the Most Rev. Moses 
N.C.O. Scott, Archbishop of the Province of West Africa; and His Beatitude 
Theophilos, Archbishop of Harrar, Ethiopia. 


On the newly elected 20-member General Committee are five lay people, four 
of them women. They are: Mr. C.A.R. Motsepe, Botswana; Mrs. Y. Ndong, 
Gabon; Mrs. S. Dangarembga, Rhodesia; Mrs. E. Coker, Sierra Leone; and 
Mrs. E. Simpson-Cooper, Liberia. 


Several churches were received into membership in the AACC including the 
Union des Eglises Baptistes of Burundi, the Synod of the Nile of the Evangel- 
ical Church, Egypt; the Ethiopian Evangelical Church; the Presbytery of 
Liberia; L'Eglise Evangelique of Morocco; L'Eglise Protestante of Djibouti; 
and L'Eglise du Christ Lumiére du St. Esprit of Congo. 


This brings the total AACC membership to 78 member churches (54 English- 
speaking, 24 French-speaking), 11 associate members (Christain councils) 
and 4 associated organizations. 

EPS 


No. 33 - 25th September, 1969 4 


CHURCHES IN AUSTRALIA, U.K. 
PLAN DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCES 


Sydney, (EPS) -- The first large-scale joint effort of the Australian 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church will be a national con- 
ference on Australia's responsibility in world development scheduled for 
February 12-18 in Sydney. 


Some 200 participants are anticipated, including 75 representatives of 

Protestant churches and 75 from the Roman Catholic Church. An additional 
50 places will be allotted to specialists in the fields of economics, aid, 
social work, communication and representatives of community organizations. 


The conference is being organized by a Joint Planning Committee chaired by 
the Rev. Canon F.W. Coaldrake and Mr. F.P. O'Grady, C.B.E. On the committee 
are representatives of the Australian Council of Churches and the National 
Roman Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace. 


Participants will consider the nation's responsibility in world social and 

economic development and suggest educational procedures the churches might 

use to alert the entire community to the problem. Guests from Asia and the 
Pacific will be invited. 


Meanwhile in London, finishing touches are being applied to the four-day 
working conference for Christians in the United Kingdom on the subject of 
world poverty. 


Some 350 people will gather at the Anglican Conference Centre at Swanwick on 
October 13. The conference is planned by a joint steering committee set up 
by the British Council of Churches, the Commission for International Justice 
and Peace of the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales, and the Con- 
ference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain and Ireland. 


EPS 
AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
VETOES NUCLEAR ARMS 
Sydney, (EPS) -- The Executive Committee of the Australian Council of Churches. 


has called on the government to reject the possibility of its acquiring or 
producing nuclear armaments. 


At the same time it called for more information to be given to the public on 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, to make possible adequate discussion 
of the issues. 


The council and its executive comprise delegates from 11 Australian Anglican, 
Protestant and Orthodox churches. 


The executive statement said, "We believe that the Australian government 
should immediately declare that it has no intention whatsoever of acting 
alone or in conjunction with other powers to allow the manufacture, acquisi- 
tion or disposition of nuclear armaments in this country." 

EPS 
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"PEACE WEEK" OBSERVED 
IN DUTCH CHURCHES 


The Hague, (EPS) -- Protestant, Roman Catholic and Old Catholic churches in 
the Netherlands are observing this as "Peace Week". Some 150 local groups 
have organized study evenings, information campaigns and special projects 
focusing on development and peace. | . pee 


An important facet of the campaign is an effort to persuade Christians and 

non-Christians to tax themselves in order to make up the difference between 
what the UN asks from the developed countries to aid the developing nations 
and what Holland actually contributes for this purpose. | 


A special peace newspaper was printed in 300,000 copies. Im addition, all 
church publications devoted their pages to articles on the theme of peace. | 


The week (September 21-28) was planned by the Inter-Church Peace Council 

in the Netherlands, in which the Roman Catholic Church, all major Protestant 
denominations and the Old Catholic Church co-operate. The council prepared 

a special liturgy on peace and a number of sermon outlines for the occasion. 


EPS 
VATICAN OFFICIAL SAYS NEW 
MASS FOR UNITY BEING PREPARED 
Valletta, Malta, (EPS) -- A new Mass for Christian Unity is being prepared 


and it is hoped it will be incorporated in the new Catholic Missal, Father 
Jerome Hamer, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, said here. 


Father Hamer spoke at the mass which concluded the Catholic-Methodist 
dialogue here. "The mass we are offering today", he said, "was written in 
the 15th century to counteract schism. As a result, some of the texts are 
not adaptable to the present ecumenical situation." 


The subjects discussed at the closed-door. dialogue, which participants 
described as "highly successful", included the nature of the ministry and 
the orientation of Christians in a generally atheistic society. 


This was the third formal encounter between the Catholic and Methodist 
leaders held under official auspices on an international level since 1967. 


The next meeting is scheduled for Lake Junaluska, North Carolina (USA), 
beginning August 14, 1970. 


At a press. conference following the meeting, Bishop Odd Hagen said the talks 
had brought all the participants much closer together, 


"Three years ago", he said, "we were just names to each other, but now we 

find a common spirit. We know the rules which bind each of the two 

communions, and that, strangely enough, has brought us much closer together." 
EPS 
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BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE EXECUTIVE DIES 


Washington, D.C., (EPS) -- Josef Nordenhaug, 66, general secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance, died at his home here on September 18 following a 
heart attack. He had suffered with heart trouble for the past six years. 
Although he had reduced his working schedule recently, he continued to attend 
international Baptist meetings including the executive committee meeting of 
the Baptist World Alliance in Baden, Austria, in August and the Conference 
of the European Baptist Federation, which followed. 


After the Austrian meetings, Nordenhaug visited Baptists in Rumania, where 
he suffered a minor heart disturbance. 


Mr. Nordenhaug, a native of Oslo, Norway, had spent important years of his 
career in denominational service in Europe. He was a naturalized American 
citizen. . 


The BWA executive committee at its meeting in Baden elected Robert S. Denny 
to succeed Nordenhaug next year as BWA general secretary. Nordenhaug, who 
had held the post since 1960, had planned to retire after the July 1970 
Congress of the Baptist World Alliance in Tokyo, Japan. Denny is associate 
secretary in the Washington office. It is anticipated he would assume 
immediate leadership of the BWA. 


EPS 
U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ELECTS 
BAPTIST WOMAN FROM LIBERIA 
United Nations, (EPS) -- The president of the 24th regular session of the UN 


General Assembly is a 41-year-old Baptist from Liberia, Miss Angie Elisabeth 
Brooks. The second woman and the third African to hold this prestigeous post, 
Miss Brooks is a lawyer who is Assistant Secretary of State for Liberia. 


Born in 1928, Miss Brooks was brought up by foster parents, reportedly 
because her father, a minister of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 
was too poor to keep his nine children at home. 


The new General Assembly president holds a B.A. degree from Shaw University 

in Raleigh, North Carolina (USA), a Doctor of Laws from the University of 
Wisconsin where she had earned a Master of Science degree in political science 
and international relations. While at Wisconsin she belonged to the First 
Baptist Church of Madison. She was admitted to the Supreme Court of Liberia 
in 1957 as a counsellor-at-law. 


Miss Brooks is a divorcee and has two sons. She adopted three girls while 
in Ruanda in 1962 and has paid educational costs for 47 Liberian children 
of labourers on her farm some 60 miles from Monrovia, the capital. 

EPS 
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BAVARIAN CHRISTIANS WARN 
ON NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 


Munich, (EPS) -- Some 21 Lutheran pastors and heads of church organizations 
in Bavaria have issued a statement urging people not to vote for the National 
Democratic Party (NDP) in Sunday's election. 


"Because of their disappointment and bitterness over defects in our West 
German Federal Republic, some citizens, including Christians, are inclined 
to vote for the NDP", says the churchmen's statement. While acknowledging 
that "many conditions need to be reformed", the signatories emphatically 
warn people not to be misled into voting for this extreme Right party 
"addicted to out-of-date nationalism". 


"The political methods of the 1920s, which led to the bitter events of 1933 
and 1945, must never be permitted again", said the churchmen referring to 
reports that the NDP has resorted to the use of force against people with 
differing opinions. 

EPS 


"FELLOWSHIP" WITH ALL GERMAN CHRISTIANS 
AFFIRMED BY EAST GERMAN SYNOD 


Potsdam, (EPS) -- Despite criticism from East German politicians, the Synod 
of the Federation of Protestant Churches in the German Democratic Republic 
reaffirmed the concept of "special fellowship" among all German Protestants. 


At the close of the recent synod meeting, President Ingo Braecklein stressed 
the validity of Article 4, paragraph 4 of its constitution. 


"We can interpret Article 4 honestly", said Braecklein, "only by stressing 
that we recognize the independence of the new church federation in the GDR 
but we insist on maintaining the fellowship of service, faith and theological 
study which unites us with the churches in the other German state." 


President Braecklein urged members of the new federation to tell their con- 
gregations quite frankly that "20 years of a social system do not suffice 
as a firm foundation for a church that has lived for over 1,000 years in a 
Christian environment". 


Negotiations for the formation of the federation have shown that the churches 
participating have entirely different assumptions, he said. 'We are people 

of different ages, theological trends and also probably with different political 
views, united in one endeavour: to carry out Christ's mission in our time 

in a socialist environment." 


Officers Elected 


The federation elected Dr.Albrecht Schoenherr, 57, as chairman of its Conference, 
the equivalent of an executive committee. Since 1967 he has been administrator 
of the eastern portion of the divided Berlin-Brandenburg Diocese. He was also 
chairman of the structural commission that drafted the federation's constitu- 
tion. Dr. Schoenherr's deputy will be Bishop Gottfried Noth of the Evangelical 
Church of Saxony. The Conference appointed Manfred Stolpe, a young jurist of 
the Berlin-Brandenburg Church, as secretary general of the federation. 

EPS 
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ENROLMENT IN HUNGARY'S 
PROTESTANT SEMINARIES RISES 


Budapest, (EPS) -- Five Yugoslavian students of theology have been admitted 
to theological schools in Hungary, according to a bulletin from the Hungarian 
Church Press. Three will attend the Reformed theological academy in Budapest 
and two will study in Debrecen. Two Yugoslav Reformed students studied in 
Hungary last year. 


Enrolment figures for the new academic year show a slight increase at three 
of the four Protestant seminaries in Hungary. The figures are as follows: 


Budapest Theological Academy (Reformed Church) enrolling 76 (69 in 1968) 
including 18 first-year students. 


Debrecen Theological Academy (Reformed) has 65 students. (54. last year) with 
18 of them first year. 


Lutheran Theological Academy in Budapest enrolling 30 (28 in '68), nine of 
them first year. A graduate student from the Lutheran Church of Finland is 
spending a year here on a scholarship. 


Only the Baptist Theological Seminary in Budapest experienced a decline from 
its figure of 16 to this year's 11 students, three of whom are first year. 


EPS 
STEPS TOWARDS UNITY URGED 
IN LWF PREPARATORY PAPER 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Unity is not an end in itself but a means towards realizing 


the great commission of the Church to reconcile men with God and men with 
one another. This is the major thrust of a document titled "More than Unity 
of the Churches" which has been prepared as a discussion paper for the 1970 
Fifth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Porto Alegre, Brazil. 


The unity document was drafted last summer at the meeting of the LWF's 
Theology Commission in Moshi, Tanzania. It has been revised in the light 
of debate there and will appear in the January issue of Lutheran World. 


The document urges the churches to take steps forward ecumenically “even if 
our situations of church order or theological consensus do not yet completely 
justify these steps''. Examples cited in the paper are common worship among 
different churches and exchanges of pastoral services, particularly in 
diaspora situations. 


The paper says occasional acts of intercommunion should not be deplored 
automatically but should be viewed as signs of the promised unity and as 
a means towards authentic fellowship. 


Ecumenical commitment is the theme of one of three main assembly sections 
at Porto Alegre. Others deal with mission and social responsibility. 
EPS 
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WORLD YMCA GIVES YOUTH 
KEY COMMITTEE POSTS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Youth will play an increasingly important role in the 
policy decisions of the World Alliance of YMCAs as a result of action 
taken at the World Council meeting in Nottingham, England in August. 


Two of the vice-presidents elected on that occasion are under 25 years of 
age, and 12 of the 42 members named to the Executive Committee are under 30. 


The young vice-presidents are Mr. Perfecto Yasay, 24, of the Philippines 
and Mr. Enno Brommet, 23, of the Netherlands. In addition, the chairman of 
the important Programme and Leadership Committee is Mr. Ofori Akyea, 29, 

of Ghana.’ 


For the first time in the council's history a woman was elected to the 
Executive Committee. She is Miss Eleanor Register, 23, of the United States. 


President of the world organization is Mr. David M. Robinson, 56, of 
England. 


The Nottingham meeting outlined steps to make the YMCA a more effective 
partner with others in international co-operation for development. It 
designated 1970 "YMCA Refugee Year" and authorized the raising of a fund 

to enable quick response in cases of emergency. National and local YMCAs 

were called to "reaffirm their Christian, positive involvement in and response 
to the struggle to overcome the explicit as well as implicit manifestations 

of the evil of racism". A world-wide study of the Christian commitment of the 
YMCA was also voted. 


Other issues discussed related to urbanization, creative use of leisure time, 
youth unemployment, the communication of the Christian faith and the ecumenical 
role of the YMCA. 


This was the fifth in a series of direction-giving conferences since the 
new constitution was adopted at the centennial conference in Paris in 1955. 
Present were 700 persons from 62 countries including a large number of 
youth who had attended a Young Members' Forum for three days preceding the 
World Council meeting. 

EPS 


NEW U.S. OFFICE TO AID SCHOLARSHIP 
STUDENTS FROM OVERSEAS 


New York, (EPS) -- A new committee has been formed by the National Council of 
Churches (USA) to find places in colleges and universities for scholarship 
students coming from churches in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


The Committee on Ecumenical Fellows and Theological Education will also co- 
operate in relating denominational scholarships with those of the WCC. 


Director of the new office is the Rev. Robert C.S. Powell, an Episcopal clergy- 
man educated in Canada and at Morehouse College, Atlanta. He formerly taught 


at McGill University in Montreal. 
EPS 
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PHILIPPINE STUDENTS CONSIDER 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


Manila, (EPS) -- Foreign investments, largely American, are not helping local 
industries contribute to the growth of the Philippine economy, according to 
attorney Enrique Voltaire Garcia II, head of the technical committee on 
justice of the Philippine Senate. 


Mr. Garcia addressed a "Student Speak-out" conducted by the Sampaloc 
University Centre here. The interdenominational centre is sponsored by five 
Protestant churches and ministers to one of the most densely populated student 
areas in Asia. 


Proponents of foreign investment argue that it is needed to develop local 
industries, Garcia noted. They say the profits derived will eventually 

be ploughed back into the economy. But this has not been so, according to 
National Economic Council records. Statistics for 1962-66 show that the ratio 
of profit outflow to capital inflow had increased to 4 to l. 


Garcia suggested several corrective measures that might be taken. These 
included: (1) a resolution now before Congress providing that Filipino 
capital be given preference over foreign investments; (2) land reform ex- 
propriating large estates and forcing landholders to put their money in 
business enterprises; (3) a possible limitation on the outflow of profits; 
(4) revocation of the Laurel-Langley agreement giving Americans an equal 
right with Filipinos to engage in business and commerce, own property and 
exploit natural resources. 


The attorney expressed the hope that the 1971 Constitutional Convention would 
concentrate on major issues such as restructuring the economy and loosening 
the "stranglehold" of vested interests on it. 


EPS 
WOMEN'S "LEAST COIN" FUND 
TO AID 57 PROJECTS 
Bangkok, (EPS) -- Officers of the East Asia Christian Conference have approved 


allocations totalling US$66,800 to be made next year to 57 projects on all 
six continents. The funds have been contributed by Christian women in many 
countries who give to the Fellowship of the Least Coin. 


The major part of the money is spent on evangelism and relief while some goes 
to provide international Christian experiences for church women. Assistance 
for the handicapped, the blind and crippled is a major concern. 


The planning committee of the Asian Church Women's Conference, composed of 
women from 14 different countries, recommends how the funds will be spent. 
Mrs. Rathie Selvaratnem of Ceylon is chairman, as well as being secretary of 
the Least Coin Fund. 


Since the first allocations were made through the EACC and the Fellowship 10 
years ago, some 220 projects in various parts of the world have received con- 
tributions totalling over US$433,000. Among the projects which will receive 
funds are urban-industrial missions in five continents, Nigeria-Biafra relief, 
a marriage guidance and family life institute in the Pacific, Bible workshops 


in Latin America. 
o*Eps 
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EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS 
APPROVE $2 MILLION FUND 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Forty Christian educators from member units of the World 
Council of Christian Education gave official approval and pledges of support 
to the $2 million Educational Renewal Fund when they met at Cartigny near 
here September 15-20. 


The fund, which is a joint effort of the WCCE and the World Council of 
Churches, would finance programmes and study aimed at improvement of educa- 
tional opportunities at all levels throughout the world, especially in 
developing regions. The money is to be raised over three years by a 
special appeal. The WCC Central Committee approved the fund at its August 
meeting’ in Canterbury. 


The meeting of European educators at Cartigny was chaired by Bishop Ernst 
Sommer of Germany with the Rev. Andrew Wright of London, WCCE executive 
secretary for Europe, acting as secretary. 


After hearing reports on Christian education activities in various European 
countries, the participants considered tentative proposals for integration 
of WCCE with the WCC. Their suggestions, on both theological and practical 
aspects, will go to the Joint Working Group negotiating union, which holds 
its third meeting December 16-20 in Geneva. 

EPS 


WORLD METHODISTS APPOINT 
GENEVA SECRETARY 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The World Methodist Council has appointed Dr. Ole E. Borgen 
of Norway as the first full-time secretary of the Council's office at the 
Ecumenical Centre here. 


The appointment was announced September 24 at the close of the Council's 
four-day executive meeting here. Since 1966 Dr. Borgen has been area secre- 
tary and administrative assistant to Bishop Odd Hagen of the Northern Europe 
Area of the United Methodist Church. 


Born in 1925, he was educated in Norway and graduated from Greensboro College 
and Duke Divinity School in North Carolina (USA). He received a doctorate 
from Drew Theological Seminary in New Jersey. 


Dr. Borgen will assume his duties on November 1. 
EPS 


IN BRIEF 


In observance of the 750th anniversary of the founding of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church, Patriarch German celebrated a solemn mass on September 14, in the 
Church of St. Mark in Belgrade in the presence of all Orthodox prelates, the 
president of the government Commission on Religion, and the diplomatic corps. 
Patriarch German read a message stressing the importance of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church in the history of the Serbian people, and praising St. Sava, 
who founded the church in 1219. Special services were also held in all the 


Orthodox churches in the country... 
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Current Affairs Interview 


Belfast, (EPS) -- The "Irish Question" has once again come alive and 
dominates the press and television in England and Ireland. Overseas 
newspapers have also headlined the sequence of tragic events. The 
Revd. R.D. Eric Gallagher, Chairman of the Irish Council of Churches, 
was recently interviewed by our correspondent on the role of the 
churches in the Irish Question. 


Q.1) What are the leading churches in Northern Ireland Protestantism and 

what is their relationship to the Revd. Ian Paisley? 

A.1) The three leading Churches in Northern Ireland Protestantism are the 
Presbyterian Church of approximately 380,000 members (which has not and never 
had any connection direct or otherwise with Rev. Ian Paisley's "Free Pres- 
byterian" Church), the Church of Ireland (Anglican: 300,000 plus) and the 
Methodist Church. There are several other denominations whose combined strength 


approximately equal that of the Methodist Church community (say 85,000). 


Q.2) Who is Mr. Paisley and how large is his Church membership? 

A.2) Mr. Paisley's "Free Presbyterian" Church, as distinct from whatever 
political following he may have, is very small indeed. Apart from the congre- 
gation to which he preaches each Sunday, the members attending his places of 
worship are relatively small. Mr. Paisley himself never was a Presbyterian. 
His ministry in Belfast commenced with his appointment to an "Evangelical 
Mission Church" on Ravenhill Road. He was able to capitalize on a couple of 
unrest situations in Presbyterian congregations and formed "Free Presbyterian 
Churches" for the small numbers who left. Since that time by exploiting the 
politico-religious situation when opportunity offered and by the holding of 
tent missions in 'sensitive' areas, he has formed a number of other congrega- 


tions, 


Q.3) The impression created in much of the Press is that all Protestants are 
followers of Mr. Paisley - Is that true? 

A.3) While there has been an unquestionable ‘hardening of attitudes' in recent 
weeks particularly, it would be quite erroneous to suggest that ' all Protestants 
are Paisleyites'. Mr. Paisley undoubtedly speaks for the 'hard-liners' and very 
many others also. There is, however, a very large middle ground of moderate 
Protestantism anxious and willing for good community relationships with Roman 
Catholics. These people are not greatly interested in church Bier or eccle- 
Siastical mergers. They would resist any move towards a compromise of faith 


(more) 
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and principle. Certainly susceptibilites regarding 'Romeward trends' have 


been played on by the Paisleyites. 


Q.4) Confusion, suspicion and fear tend to dominate the Northern Ireland 

scene today .... Why? 

A.4) Political leaders have not succeeded in 'spelling out' what fair play and 
justice really mean in terms of houses, jobs and appointments. The result has 
been confusion and an understandable silence because of the dearth of strong, po- 
Sitive, forward looking political leadership. The phenomenal response to the 
former Prime Minister's December broadcast appeal revealed the vast demension 

of that middle ground. It is still potentially there but to demonstrate itself 


effectively dynamic political leadership is urgently and consistently needed. 


Q.5) How far has the Church in Northern Ireland sought political reform and 


a fair«deal for all? 


A.5) The Protestant Churches and the Irish Council of Churches are all on 


record — not. once but many times - in their call for reform and an end to 

every kind of injustice. These calls were made long before the start of the 
present agitation. They have ‘spelled out' again and again what they want to 
see - an end to job discrimination in the public sector, scrupulously: fair 
allocation of houses according to need, equal justice for every citizen, full 
participation for all citizens in local franchise (it should be noted that full 
British standards of voting at Parliamentry level have existed for years), fair 
and just Parliamentry and Local Government boundaries and independent enquiry 


at top level into all causes of community unrest. 


Q.6) What is the relationship between the main protestant churches in 
Northern Ireland and those in the Republic of Ireland? 

A.6) While Ireland is divided politically there is no barrier dividing 

the churches. The Church of Ireland (Anglican) is a church for all Ireland. 
The Presbyterian (Reformed) Church has a Moderator and General Assembly for 
all of Ireland. The Methodist Church has a President and Conference for all 
of Ireland. The annual meetings of these churches this year were held in 
Dublin, Next year the Conference of the Methodist Church and Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church will be held in Belfast. The Synod of the Church of 


Ireland will be held in Dublin. : 
EP 


(A picture of the Revd. Gallagher is available on request from the WCC 
Film/Photo Section, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.) 
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Urban Industrial Mission Series No. 5* 


SOUTH LONDON GIRDS FOR THE SEVENTIES 


by Frances S. Smith 
WCC Staff Writer 


Within the last five years 80 factories in South East London have closed 
their doors, putting 50,000 people out of work. In one plant 6,000 employees 
heard over the loudspeaker that their jobs were no more. 


"Take-over" is not simply a word dominating the financial pages of London 
newspapers these days. It is a very real threat to many South London firms, 
since one financial wizard with a penchant for gobbling up small and not-so- 
small concerns can change the complexion of a whole industry overnight. 


Where does the Church stand? Does it have anything to say about change and 
how it affects people? 


One group which has been trying to help both industry and the Church to face 
reality and plan for the future is the South London Industrial Mission, pop- 
ularly known as SLIM. Its team of eight clergymen of Anglican, Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian and Congregational affiliation is based at Christchurch 
Industrial Centre in Blackfriars Road, an area full of aging industries but 
sadly lacking in population. The factory workers live elsewhere and commute 
considerable distances by bus or underground. 


"Redundancy will increase in South London", promised a recent issue of SLIM's 
monthly bulletin Over the Bridge. "Only by the reorganization of industry 

can the resources of this country be better employed for the benefit of us 

all and in order that we may fulfil our obligations to the rest of the world." 


The 1970s will see more distinct changes on the South Bank of the Thames than 
anywhere else in the city, stated an attractive folder describing SLIM's 
services. Wharves are closing...Greater London Council plans are slowly 
evolving for redevelopment...many firms are moving to new towns and elsewhere 
or are being swallowed up by rationalization...more pleasure craft are likely 
to appear on the river. 


In preparation for these and other changes already taking place, SLIM chaplains 
two years ago began to institute drastic changes in the mission's philosophy 
and organizational structure. A suggestion made by John A.T. Robinson, then 
Bishop of Woolwich, helped to determine the new direction of the mission. 

He said: "Your business is not to find the boundaries of the Church but to 
formulate the central questions of our time." 


Now instead of spending all their time looking for Christians in South Bank 
factories and urging them to stand for fair dealing, SLIM chaplains ask 
questions about the nature of industrial society and who bears responsibility 
for the decisions that are made. Instead of urging managers to avoid 
destroying people, chaplains are trying to discover with them what patterns 


might emerge that would serve the interests of the most people. (abe 85 


*Other articles on urban industrial mission on all six continents 
appear in the following EPS issues: Nos. 40,42,45 (1968); No. 1 (1969). 
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"Behind our concern for industry is a vision of man in community", says the 
Rev. Peter Challen, the senior chaplain at SLIM. "Our presence indicates 

we believe industry is an all-pervasive factor in community. It forms rela- 
tionships for people, sets one above another or encourages co-operation. 

It builds what people are. We as Christians have a vision of what they may 


become. This is the perspective for our whole conversation, both with 
individuals and groups." 


Organizationally, the Industrial Mission has revamped its own life by adopting 
a new constitution setting up a 32-member governing council with a lay chair- 
man and 18 members elected by "the blokes in the factory who pay 10 bob 
(shillings) to become voting members". The Council meets four times a year, 
an executive group convenes every month. Other members of the Council are 

the Anglican Bishop of Southwark and three persons named by him, the full- 
time chaplains to the mission, and a representative from each denomination 
supporting them. 


The full-time chaplains have recognized the need for strengthening the team 
approach through regular corporate study. Each Tuesday they all celebrate 
Communion, then breakfast together and afterwards engage in an hour and a 
half of intensive study, alternating case studies from industrial situations 
with specifically theological discussions. Members of the Executive Committee 
are encouraged to come as are any laymen who can spare the time on a weekday. 


Four days a week the chaplains visit the following South Bank industries: 
printing (International Publishing Co.), power (Central Electricity Generating 
Board), electrical engineering (Associated Electrical Industries now absorbed 
by General Electric Co. Ltd.), gas and light engineering, food (Sainsbury's), 
wharves. A new man due to join the staff on November 1 will go into the area 
around Southwark Cathedral which, according to the Rev. Ian Taylor, is full 

of "Dickensian shops trading in hops and leather". 


Fifteen pastors with churches in the Diocese of Southwark relate through 
SLIM to one local firm in their immediate neighbourhood. 


The large firms contribute to SLIM's programme, and one gives the chaplain 
an office in the plant. "But there is a danger of becoming a captive of 
the company on call 24 hours a day", says Taylor, SLIM's administrative 
officer, so this practice will probably not be repeated with any new staff. 


Much of the chaplain's day is spent "walking around", talking with workers 
and staff about questions of value, meaning and relationship. Where an 
individual has expressed an interest, he is invited to one of the small dis- 
cussion groups meeting weekly or fortnightly. A central study group operates 
throughout the year for those who have been in a factory group or have no 
group in their plant. 


Five conferences for apprentices during the year involve a total of 80-100 
people. Here attitude training is stressed and discussion centres on in- 


plant communication, change, and sources of tension. 


"People Under Pressure" is the theme of a conference being held this weekend 
at Chislehurst, a conference centre of the Diocese of Rochester. Attendance 


(more) 
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is not limited to those aligning themselves with the Church. Anyone is wel- 
come who wants to look at the subject from several points of view "of which 
the discipline and belief of a Christian community is one". 


In a day of large firms, large unions, giant factories and a constant search 
for efficiency and productivity, the conference will see how individuality 
can be maintained and the environment made less impersonal. The director of 
education and training for a paper group will be joined by the deputy manager 
of a newspaper and an industrial psychologist as course leaders. A theo- 
logical appraisal will round off the weekend, one of four held each year. 


Another annual event is "Industrial Week" at Southwark Cathedral in early 
October. This year the theme will be "Bridging the Present and Future". 

In line with its new emphasis, SLIM has asked the 40 or so firms, unions, 
businesses, builders and craftsmen who usually exhibit products to show "the 
link between what people are now doing at work and the future they are help- 
ing to create". 


The London Planning Board will show a model of the new London Bridge; the 
Borough of Southwark will display a model of a shopping centre integrating 
where people meet and shop. 


Special events during the week illustrate SLIM's through-the-year programme. 
For instance, an apprentices’ conference on Monday will pose the question, 
how will you face the fact that this community is changing? The Dining and 
Discussion Group will hear John Garnett, director of the Industrial Society, 
a leading training body. Wednesday includes the traditional thanksgiving 
service at which the products of industry are brought to the altar. High- 
light of Thursday's programme is a conference on migrant labour, co-sponsored 
by the Industrial Society, and on Friday a concert will be given by the 
London Transport Choral Society trained by a worker-priest. 


One activity not mentioned is the pioneering programme for university and 
theology students who spend a month working in factories to see the kinds 
of questions being asked in the world. 


"At long last many people are re-awakening to the need to consider the quality 
of environment and not solely the quantity of goods produced and consumed", 
said a recent issue of Over the Bridge. The South London Industrial Mission 
would be the last to seek credit for this "re-awakening", but the presence 

of its chaplains on the shop floor and in management offices has stimulated 
all kinds of people to think seriously about life and its possibilities. 


"Get wrestling, get after a better perspective, try training for responsibility 
just where one is", counselled an editorial in Over the Bridge, "and one finds 
immediately that there is some excitement in being human. Engagement in 
decision-making with others becomes a challenge and a deeper satisfaction. 

Some relevance reappears in life...some reality appears in the conviction 

that this is a created world and that God stimulates the alert man to be 


responsible in his work, in his home, in his relationship with others". 
EPS 


(Photos are available from WCC Film/Photo Section, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 
Geneva 20, Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-; S.Fr/DM 5. each.) 
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BLAKE CHALLENGES MIDDLE EAST CHURCHES 
TO SUPPORT REORGANIZED REFUGEE PROGRAMME 


Nicosia, Cyprus, (EPS) -- An appeal to all Middle East churches to unite in 
a programme ministering to the needs of refugees, their children and "their 
children's children" was made by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches. 


He addressed a 6-day consultation which opened here September 29 sponsored 
jointly by the World Council through its Division of Inter-church Aid, Rufugee 
and World Service, and Orthodox and Protestant churches in the area. 


Recalling that the WCC's Central Committee at its August meeting in Canterbury 
had dealt with the political aspects of the Middle East problem, Dr. Blake 
urged the consultation to concentrate on the humanitarian responsibilities 

of the churches. 


The Cyprus consultation differs from two earlier conferences on the same 
subject, Dr. Blake noted, because a majority of the participants are official 
delegates of churches of the area. In 1956, only 15 of the 80 participants 
were from the Middle East churches. 


Dr. Blake expressed the hope that Cyprus would be the occasion for greater 
involvement of the Orthodox churches than was possible up to now. Further- 
more, he noted possibilities of working "much more closely and harmoniously" 
with the Roman Catholic Church than was possible a decade ago. 


He asked that Cyprus set not only a programme of long-range and short-range 
objectives, but make clear what kind of organization is needed to implement 
them. "Such structure must satisfy all parties concerned", Blake said, re- 
cognizing that some give and take and even compromise would be required. 
"The programme and structure coming out of this consultation should involve 
all the churches and their membership both in financial and personnel parti- 
cipation", he said. 


Dr. Blake's address, delivered September 29, was on "The judgement and mercy 
of God - the judgements and acts of mercy of men". 


Christians and their churches need "a renewed sense of the continuing and 
increasing tragedy of the Palestinian refugees and other displaced persons, 
and of the imperative obligations of the churches to minister to their needs 
and support their basic demand for justice", said the speaker, quoting the 
Central Committee's Middle East statement. 


"From the Bible we have learned that men's righteous causes are rarely as 
righteous as men suppose, nor is the enemy as demonic as we would usually 
make him", said Dr. Blake. "In the Old Testament the difference between 

the true prophet and the false is very often revealed in the false prophet's 
over-identification of his own political, social and national interests with 
the word of the Lord." 


But God's judgement is above our judgements, the speaker noted. And his 
judgement is tempered with mercy and forgiveness. 


(more) 
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The Christian doctrine of the Incarnation sets the pattern of Christian 
action for reconciliation, Dr. Blake stated. "If we are willing to place 
ourselves in the position of all human adversaries, so alone can we learn 
how to act for reconciliation." But the high cost cannot be ignored. "The 
giving up of security and status, the renunciation of pride and prejudice is 
the cost of Christian love and the ground of Christian hope", he stated. 


On his return to Geneva October 1 Dr. Blake said his address was received 
with mixed reactions, negative ones coming particularly from the representa- 
tives of Middle East churches who felt he was attempting to prevent them 
from discussing, let alone commenting on, what they considered the most 
important aspect of the refugee problem, namely, the recognition of the 
people of Palestine as a people and the necessity of redressing the wrong 
that has been done to them by the world community. 


Sufficient agreement and understanding was reached in conversations with 
those representatives, he said, and he was hopeful the conference would be 
able to do its work including any statement the representatives of the 
Middle East churches felt was the "only adequate political groundwork for 
a Christian humanitarian programme in the Middle East". 

EPS 


(A -report of consultation actions will appear in next week's EPS.) 


CYPRUS SEMINAR CONSIDERS 
CHRISTIAN VIEW OF UNBELIEVERS 


Nicosia, (EPS) -- Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Roman Catholic churchmen 
participated in an ecumenical seminar on "The Christian attitude to un- 
believers", held at the Archbishopric here the first part of this month. 


Half of the 15 participants were Greek Cypriots and half were members of 
a Christian peace-making team in Cyprus. 


Three Orthodox theologians, Mr. Andreas Panayis, Mr. Andreas Pappavasiliou 
and Mr. Stefanos Gasparis, gave the views of St. Matthew, St. John and St. 
Paul on this subject. An Anglican ordinand, Mr. Martin Jewitt, discussed 
the peace-making team's concept of service, and a Malaysian electrical 
engineer, Mr. Jock Low, spoke on evangelism. A Roman Catholic chaired the 
seminar. 

EPS 


WELSH PRIMATE APPEALS FOR DAY'S PAY 


Llandrindod Wells, Wales, (EPS) -- Next March 1 every member of the Church 

in Wales is being asked to give the equivalent of one day's pay towards 
projects to aid the underdeveloped nations. The appeal was launched 
September 24 by the Archbishop of Wales, Dr. Glyn Simon, at the meeting of 
the church's governing body here as an "act of thanksgiving" marking the 50th 
anniversary of the disestablishment of the Church of Wales. He quoted 
Canadian Bishop Ralph Dean's remark that "until we adhere to a style of life 
that even begins to look like Christian on the outside, then the world is 


. uw 
not going to hear us. EPS 
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GROUND BROKEN FOR WSCF HEADQUARTERS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Ground-breaking ceremonies were held here September 29 for 
the new headquarters of the World Student Christian Federation on land 
adjacent to the World Council of Churches. 


To be located in the zone reserved for international bodies such as the 
World Health Organization and the International Labour Organization, the 
five-storey WSCF building will be modest, efficient and flexible. The plans 
provide for expansion should this become necessary. 


Financing of the structure, estimated to cost $450,000, will be made possible 
by contributions to the "Philippe Maury Memorial Fund". The late director 

of the WCC's Department of Information was general secretary of the WSCF for 
12 years and treasurer for four additional years. He died in 1967. 


Speakers at the ground-breaking included Dr. W.A. Visser "t Hooft, honorary 
World Council president and an early WSCF general secretary; Miss Margaret 
Flory of the United Presbyterian Church USA and chairman of the New Head- 
quarters Committee; Miss Ana-Maria Krauthamer, an Argentine student in 
Geneva; and Mr. Risto Lehtonen, present general secretary. 


Founded in 1895, the WSCF now includes approximately 80 autonomous national 
student Christian movements on all continents. Its constituency is primarily 
Protestant but the Orthodox churches officially support it. For half a 
century its headquarters were at 13 rue Jean Calvin in Geneva's "Old City", 
but these premises must be vacated next year. 


Describing the federation today, Mr. Lehtonen said it was more world-wide 
than ever before, more deeply indigenous to the university world, and more 
conscious of the need for regionalization. 


“While it is risky for the federation to enter into the struggles going on 
in the universities", he said, "our heritage drives us into society where 
we meet ambiguities, conflicts and mistakes, but also great rewards." 


Miss Flory reported gifts pledged or received totalled $158,500, of which 
$100,000 had been given by churches and the rest by individuals and a 
foundation. 


She paid tribute to Philippe Maury as one who understood that "people are 
more important than buildings" but who also knew "the enabling function of 
a centre uniting the continents". 


The architect for the new building is Mr. Jean Marc Lamuniére. Construction 
should be finished in 1970, the 75th anniversary of this international 
Christian student organization. 

EPS 


METHODIST CHURCH OF POLAND HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING 


Warsaw, (EPS) -- Efforts to intensify evangelism, recruit and train more theo- 
logical students, deepen spiritual life and encourage church members to make 

financial sacrifices for the church were advocated by the Methodist Church in 
the People's Republic of Poland at its annual conference here September 18-21. 


(more) 
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A report published at the close of the conference noted that these emphases 
were not new, although the methods of attaining them might be different. 
The stability already achieved by the church must be the starting point for 
‘the new efforts, it was stated. 


A ceremony held on the third day of the conference marked both the 25th anni- 
versary of the Polish People's Republic and the 30th anniversary of the out- 
break of World War II. 


The bitter experience of the last war in which six million Poles lost their 
lives is a challenge to Poland and Polish Christians to work for lasting 
peace in Europe and throughout the world, according to Pastor Adam Kuczma, 
director of the English-language School in Warsaw. The main points of his 
address were echoed in a conference resolution. 


The ceremony was attended by representatives from other churches, including 
Prof. Andrzej Wantula, Bishop of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Con- 
fession in Poland, and Aleksander Kircun, vice-president of the Baptist World 
Alliance. Serafin Kirylowicz, representing the State Secretariat for Church 
Affairs, spoke on the legal position of the minority churches in the socialist 
state. 


The 68 delegates present, both pastors and laymen, elected Dr. Witold Bene- 
dyktowicz the new president and superintendent of the Methodist Church. He 
is lecturer in systematics at the Christian Theological Academy, Warsaw. 

He succeeds Prof. Jozef Szczepkowski, who held the office for 12 years, and 
now becomes Honorary Superintendent. 


EPS 
PRESENCE OF GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL DELAYS DISCUSSION 
Melun, France, (EPS) -- The Churches’ Committee on Migrant Workers in Western 


Europe has postponed consideration of "migration and development" until next 
year because it feared the presence of a Greek government official might be 
interpreted as a sign of support for the present régime. 


Mr. Elie Dimitras, undersecretary of state for social welfare, had been 
nominated by the Greek Orthodox Church as an expert on the 15-nation Prot- 
estant-Orthodox committee which met here September 22-25. 


The committee was due to pursue its study on the relation between migration 
and economic, social and cultural conditions in both the countries of origin 
and the receiving countries. The discussion was postponed, however, until 
next year's meeting in Austria. 


Under its articles of association, the committee is pledged "to aid the poor 
and persecuted, especially those whose freedom and dignity are threatened", 


said a motion adopted at Melun. 


The resolution further stated: "The committee must avoid any attitude that 
would imply support for those governments or forces which victimize migrants 


and humiliate their basic human rights." 
EPS 
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CLERGY TO THE DEAF. MAY 
GET. EXTRA’ TRAINING 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A 10-year-old dream may soon become a reality if plans 
materialize for a Swiss seminar for the higher education of clergy to the 
deaf. 


The Swiss proposal was announced at the biennial meeting of the Ecumenical 
Commission on Work Among Deaf and Mutes held at Chateau de Bossey near here 
September 22-26. Some 22 Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed and Roman Catholic 
clergymen who work directly with the deaf under church auspices attended 
the meeting. 


The seminar, proposed for 25 people at Foyer John Knox in Geneva, would 

last five weeks and offer supplementary training in homiletics, religious 
education, pastoral care and missions to men with theological training who. 
want to minister specifically to the deaf. Other subjects would include the 
psychology of the deaf, social work, the building of a Christian community 
and means of communicating religious concepts. ; 


"Preaching to the deaf is particularly challenging", the Rev. Conrad Vogt- 
Svendsen of Oslo told our correspondent, "because even those who finish — 
school have only a 900-word vocabulary. They have little concept of time 

or of consequences but great intuition. Because all eyes are focused on him, 
a preacher knows instantly if his message is not getting across. Then he . 
must quickly try something different. This puts a premium on inventiveness." 


Added impetus for the seminar was given by news that the Church of England 
recently appointed nine new ministers to the deaf and the Roman Catholic 
Church in Germany has decided to put a man full-time into each diocese. 
While they can get some training at schools for the deaf, this education is 
beamed to children and does not equip them to work with adults; particularly 
in the religious field. 

EPS 


INDIAN COURT SAYS CHURCH 
CAN OPERATE SCHOOLS 


Cochin, India,» (EPS). -- Kerala's high court: has ruled) that: Christian churches 
and) other religious minorities in India enjoy an unconditional right) to con- 
duct educational institutions.’ In so ruling it rejected. an appeal. by: the = 
state government against an earlier verdict allowing the Roman Catholic 
Dioceses‘ of) Trivandrum, Quilon and Changanacheri and’ the Church of South, 
India's» Diocese of central’ Kerala to conduct schools. 


The church petitions challenged a government. decree which: held, that. 802) of, 
seats in church-sponsored and other private teacher training colleges be 
filled by candidates selected by the government. The Kerala, court. said 
Article 30 (1): of the Indian constitution was unconditional, unlike other 
articles subject to amendment. The article states that: all minorities shall 
have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their 
choice. 
. 3.im BRS: 
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TWO U.S. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES 
START UNION TALKS AGAIN 


Atlanta, Georgia, (EPS) -- Delegates from the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA and the Presbyterian Church U.S. resumed the search for ways to re- 
unite the two bodies into a single church which had been suspended in 1954. 


The joint conference held here came about at the request of the Presbyterian 
Church, which had previously turned down overtures from the United Church. 

Major issues separating the two bodies are the ones that initially drove them 
apart during the Civil War: race and theology. 


At the meeting here committees were formed to study the basic groundwork for 
re-union: church government, confessional stance, missions, communication 
and strategy and steering. 


"This committee is not interested in just healing the wounds of the past 

or putting together the machinery of the present - we also look to shape the 
church of the future", said Dr. J. Randolph Taylor, chairman of the Presby- 
terian Church delegation to the conference. 


Meanwhile plans were announced in Richmond, Virginia for a joint magazine 
sponsored by the church and society departments of both churches. Continuing 
the 60-year tradition of the United Presbyterian's magazine Social Progress, 
the new journal will be issued six times a year. First issue is tentatively 
set for January 1970. The accent will be on analysis of contemporary move- 
ments, issues and problems of concern to those approaching public affairs 
with religious and ethical commitments. 


EPS 
VOTE ON BRITISH CONGREGATIONAL, 
PRESBYTERIAN UNION DELAYED 
London, (EPS) -- English Presbyterians and Congregationalists will have to 


wait until 1971 to vote on union of the two churches. Originally the vote 
had been set for next May. 


Involved are the Presbyterian Church of England, with a communicant membership 
of about 63,000, and the Congregational Church in England and Wales, which has 
187,000 members. 


Assemblies of both churches passed a similar resolution last May authorizing 
the Joint Conversations Committee to publish its latest revised Scheme and 
Basis for Union "with all necessary accompanying papers". Provided these 
were issued by August 31, presbyteries and sessions could consider them as 
the basis on which the assemblies would make their decision next May. 


The delay is not due to any difficulties over the scheme of union, on which 
the Joint Committee remains fully agreed, "but to the preparation of the 
_legal documents and, in particular, to the eo issues that will have to 


be embodied in the necessary act of parliament". 
EPS 
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EKD STATEMENT ON EAST GERMAN FEDERATION 


West Berlin, (EPS) -- The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
meeting here September 26 issued a statement acknowledging that the new 
Federation of Protestant Churches in the German Democratic Republic has 
assumed responsibility for the eight East German churches formerly members 
of the EKD. The statement terms the federation "a momentous turning-point 
in the history of the union between the Evangelical Churches in Germany, 
which has existed for over a century". 


Expressing gratitude for the service done by the EKD to promote fellowship 
between its members in the two parts of Germany, the statement says: "The 
outer forms of that feilowship are now broken, but the churches still share 
responsibility for the Church's witness and service." 


The members of the Council of the EKD in Western Germany and West Berlin now 
assume the tasks laid down in the Rules of the EKD, as they apply to Western 
Germany and West Berlin. Further measures concerning the West German 
Churches in the EKD will have to be postponed until the next meeting of the 
synod. 

EPS 


SWISS CHURCHES ASK INCREASED 
AID TO THIRD WORLD 


Bern, (EPS) -- The three Christian churches of Switzerland have decided to 
support a proposal that the Federal Assembly of the Swiss Confederation 
allocate 180 million francs to Swiss Technical Co-operation and 50 million 
francs for continuation of international multilateral aid. 


A memorandum sent by the churches to members of the Federal Assembly cited 
the many documents issued by the Vatican and by the WCC stressing the need 
to increase governmental aid to the Third World. The memorandum was signed 
by Bishop Vonderach, president of the Episcopal Conference; Bishop Urs Kiiry 
of the Old Catholic Church; and Pastor A. Lavanchy, president of the Council 
of the Federation of Protestant Churches. 


The churches pledged that they and their inter-church aid agencies would 
support the Assembly's decision. Various measures taken recently show the 
churches themselves plan to increase their efforts to help the developing 
countries. 

EPS 


UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 
WANTS CHINA IN UN 


Toronto, (EPS) -- The Committee on the Church and International Affairs of 
the United Church of Canada has called on the government to work actively 

for the admission to the United Nations of the People's Republic of China. A 
letter to this effect was sent to the Hon. Mitchell Sharp, Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 


Prof. W.S. McCullough of Toronto said the committee believes China's participa- 
tion in the deliberations and programmes of the UN could improve the chances 


for lessening tensions between the communist and Western power blocs... 
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REFORMED MINORITY CHURCHES MEET IN VIENNA 


Vienna, (EPS) -- Twenty delegates from 16 European countries attended the 
first conference of Reformed churches having the status of minorities, which 
had been organized by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches September 19-24. 
Its purpose was to instill self-confidence in these churches and bring them 
out of their "ghetto-like" existence. 


After hearing a report on developments in the Roman Catholic Church since 
Vatican II, the delegates were told they had an important role to play in 
keeping a critical eye on what happens in the Catholic Church. At the same 
time they must be willing to look critically at their own life and structures 
and be ready for a continuing reformation. The minority churches were urged 
to go back to their own confessional documents and the Bible, but at the same 
time they must come to grips in a positive and creative way with the fact 

of secularization. 


In future financial aid must be given to minority churches by other churches 
within this group, delegates agreed, since inter-church aid from the World 
Council of Churches was deemed inadequate. 

EPS 


LOCAL, STATE COUNCILS AIDED 
ON ROMAN CATHOLIC MEMBERSHIP 


New York, (EPS) -- A Roman Catholic priest on the staff of the National Council 
of Churches (USA) has been assigned to advise and encourage joint Catholic- 
Protestant membership in local and state councils of churches. 


He is Father David Bowman, S.J., am associate in the Faith and Order Depart- 
ment, who disclosed in an interview recently that he will serve for the next 
year as personal deputy to Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, general secretary. 


Four state councils have already sought his help, Father Bowman said. Only 
one state council, that in Texas, already has dual membership. 


Two recent developments cited by Father Bowman as spurs to the eventual 
formation of a national federation composed of Protestant churches and the 
Roman Catholic Church in the U.S. were Pope Paul's visit to the World Council 
of Churches' headquarters in Geneva in June, and activities of a joint committ- 
ee of the NCC and the U.S. Catholic hierarchy. The latter, set up four years 
ago, will hold its next meeting October 24 in New York. On the agenda will be 
the subject: "the state of the question of joint membership in a federation". 


The General Board of the NCC has added a fifth Roman Catholic clergyman to 
its full-time staff. He is Father Richard W. Rousseau, S.J., who will be 
an assistant in the Faith and Order Department, Already serving in this 

department are Sister Ann Patrick and Father Edward Delaney. Father Edward 


Geers is in the Agricultural Mission. 
EPS 
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GERMAN LUTHERAN PREACHES 
IN RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 


Frankfurt, (EPS) -- Dr. Adolf Wischmann president of the Foreign Office 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany, told the press on his return from a 
visit to Leningrad that he was the first German Lutheran ever invited to 
preach in a Russian Orthodox church. 


He preached at a service at the Church of St. Nicholas attended by 4,500 
persons, many standing outside the church. 


Dr. Wischmann said he was deeply impressed by the worship at two services 
commemorating St. Alexander Nevski, patron saint of Leningrad. Held in the 
Nevski Cloister, each service drew an estimated 6,000 people. 


Dr. Wischmann was part of a German delegation which conferred with representa- 
tives of the Russian Orthodox Church on "Baptism and the service of baptized 
Christians". 


Participants concluded that "the Christian's readiness to serve all men 
through confessing and preaching the gospel, through an exemplary Christian 
life and through sober, whole-hearted efforts for justice and peace on earth 
in active Christian discipleship...is part of a true understanding and a 
proper realization of the responsibility of baptized Christians". 

EPS 


1,000 ORTHODOX PARISHES VACANT 


Athens, (EPS) -- The Holy Synod of the Church of Greece announced that over 
1,000 parishes have no priests. To meet the needs of Christian people 400 
additional priests are needed within five years and 200 every year thereafter. 
After appeals in 1967 and 1968, nearly 150 young men entered the priesthood. 
EPS 


JOINT CHURCH AID FLIGHT CRASHES 


New York, (EPS) -- Five more flyers taking relief supplies to Biafra were 
killed in a crash at the airstrip at Uli September 26. This brings to 25 
the number of people killed on the hazardous trip. 


Joint Church Aid-USA said the cause of the crash was not known but military 
action was ruled out. The plane, a C97G Stratofreighter, was carrying about 
16 tons of food and medicine on one of about 10 to 15 flights the organization 
sends into Biafra each night. 


Those killed in the latest crash were Alex Nicholl of Southampton, England 
and four Americans: John Wilson, Robert Maynard, Charles Kelly and Robert 
Jacox. 


At least eight planes failed to return from mercy flights since July last 
year. A crash last June was the only one attributed to military action, 
and led to the suspension of Red Cross flights. 

EPS 
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IN BRIEF 


Anglican and Roman Catholic chaplains to seafarers in Hong Kong have joined © 
forces and on October 1 began working together from the Mariners’ Club in 
Kowloon. The club, opened two years ago as the home of the Missions to Sea- 
men, includes the Church of St. Peter where Roman Catholic and Anglican cele- 
brations of Holy Communion will be carried out separately but a joint evening 
service will be ecumenical. The ship-visiting launches “Dayspring V" and 
"Vatican City" will be used jointly. 


* * * 


The Primate of the Church of England in Australia, Dr. Philip Strong, 70, 
Archbishop of Brisbane, will retire at the end of June 1970. The General 
Synod meeting in Sydney September 23 requested its bishops to accept for 

their guidance resolutions of the Lambeth Conference allowing Anglicans and 
non-Anglicans to receive Communion in each other's churches in special circum- 
stances. It was also agreed to allow acts of reciprocal intercommunion during 
a certain stage of negotiations for union with other churches, the synod to 
determine when negotiations for union had reached such a stage. 


* * * 


Prof. Barnabas Nagy, 60, Hungarian Reformed theologian, died in Budapest 
September 17 following a heart attack. He had been director of the Theological 
College at Sarospatak and taught in the Theological Faculty in Budapest. He 
played an active part in preparations for the 1948 and 1954 WCC assemblies. 
Recently he had concentrated on Reformed Church history and translated Calvin's 
sermons into Hungarian. In 1968 the University of Zurich gave him an honorary 
degree. 


* * * 


The Bible is going "into the street" in France in the form of a weekly 
illustrated magazine issued by the publishers of Femmes d'aujourd'hui to be 
sold on newsstands. Each number will consist of 24 pages of text illustrated 
with colour photos of manuscripts, archaeological finds and views of biblical 
sites today. The translation was made from the Latin by historian André 
Frossart. Publishers say they have received the Catholic tmprimatur and the 
approval of leading Protestants such as Georges Casalis. 


* * * 


Churches in Porto Alegre, Brazil have organized a rescue mission for potential 
suicides and others in need of assistance regardless of their race, politics 
or religion. The new agency, which began work September 22, seeks to help 
solve family, moral, economic and social problems, according to the Auxiliary 
Bishop of Porto Alegre, Dom Ivo Lorscheister. Eventually it may have an un- 
employment office. The project's board of directors 1s composed of six rep~ 
resentatives of the Roman Catholic Church and six from Protestant bodies. In 
announcing the new office Bishops Egmont Machado Krischke (Episcopal Church), 
Pedro José Pinheiro (Methodist) and Pastor Bertoldo Weber (Evangelical) said 


other churches were welcome to become members. 
EPS 
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Feature 


A WOMAN IN THE PULPIT? 


by Claudette Marquet 
WCC Staff Writer 


"The women should keep silence in the churches", wrote St. Paul in his first 
letter to the Corinthians. And in the letter to Timothy, "I permit no woman 
to teach or to have authority over men." 


These words, which have been quoted for centuries, have ensured St. Paul's 
reputation as a misogynist, and this was confirmed until quite recent times 
by the traditional teaching of the Church. In many marriage services the 
bride had to promise "to obey" her husband. 


This concept of women — which is definitely opposed today - was hardly con- 
ducive to encouraging them to participate in the life of the Church, apart 
from attending Sunday service, giving religious instruction to children, 
visiting lonely church members and other jobs "in order to help the pastor". 
But hardly any women were pastors, priests or church presidents. 


On the other hand, although the evolution is slow, in society women are 
beginning to occupy very important positions. People are no longer surprised 
to see Mrs. Gandhi governing India and Miss Angie Brooks presiding as chair- 
man over the present meeting of the General Assembly of the United Nations. 

Are the churches going to lag behind the world once again? If women can become 
doctors, engineers, cosmonauts or heads of state, why should they not become 
ministers? 


In reply many Christians say the Church has not to conform to the order of 
the world. Access to the pastoral ministry is not a right that one can 
claim. It is a grace granted by God to an individual. The nature of that 
ministry remains the same; it is not changed by the fact that women today 
are emancipated. 


The problem is that the churches do not agree among themselves about the 
nature of the pastoral ministry. Under such conditions, how could they 
share the same attitude towards the ordination of women? 


The Uppsala Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1968 stated: "We 
realize that the question of the admission of women to holy orders has been 
the subject of several studies. We urge that these be continued, especially 
taking into account the experience of the increasing number of churches 
which now ordain women, so that in the light of this experience there may be 
further theological reflection on the ecumenical implications of this 
development." 


In response to this request, the Secretariat of the Commission on Faith and 
Order hopes to organize a conference on ordination in September 1970. More- 
over the Department on Co-operation of Men and Women will invite a group of 
women theologians and women pastors to meet just before that conference, to 
evaluate the answers to a questionnaire that has been sent out to these 


(more) 
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groups all over the world. It refers especially to the difficulties with 
which a woman pastor is confronted in her ministry (relations with her 
colleagues, with church members and with church authorities). 


The problem is not confined to a purely theoretical study. In addition to 

its biblical and ecclesiological aspects, the emotional reactions of men 

and women have to be considered: some women feel frustrated, others feel 
menaced. How can the discussion be cooled down? And how can the negative 
attitudes of the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Churches and the Anglican 
Church be overcome? 


The report of the consultation on "The ordination of women: an ecumenical 
problem", organized in Geneva in 1963 by the Department on Co-operation of 
Men and Women in Church, Family and Society and the Secretariat of the 
Commission on Faith and Order, did not arrive at any final conclusions, but 
-it proposed certain avenues for further study. It made it clear at the out- 
set "it would be wrong to view this issue as a result of feminist demands 

or agitation by a few enthusiasts. It concerns the total understanding of 
the ministry of the Church and therefore has deep theological significance". 
Nor does the report reject the influence of social and cultural movements 

on the problem, for "we must also say that God may use secular movements 

for showing his will to us". 


Having said this, one cannot ignore the "exegetical considerations". How 
are we today to interpret the biblical texts mentioned above? Must we take 
them literally? 


- Modern historical research on the Bible shows that it is not possible to 
quote certain verses out of their context, without reference to the influence 
of the historical situation at that time, and without reference to the whole 
message of the Bible. When St. Paul requested women "to keep silence in the 
churches", did he intend that request to apply for all time, or only to the 
church at Corinth and its particular situation? Similarly, when Jesus chose 
his apostles, should one simply stop short at the fact that there were no 
women among them, or should one consider primarily the theological intention 
which determined this choice? 


The other aspect of the problem concerns ecclesiastical life. "Since it 

is impossible in the New Testament to obtain any concrete direction con- 
cerning the ordination of women other than the fact that they were not of 
the apostolic band, the question must be faced in view of a radically 
changed situation, whether their exclusion from the ordained ministry rests 
upon divine law or upon human tradition", the report said. 


When examining this question the churches must decide which aspects are 
derived from a genuine tradition, and which are due to non-theological 
influences like obsolete sexual taboos. 


It is essential that the theologians and specialists from the different 
churches who are considering the question of ordination should not hold 

rigid preconceived views about the "natural" subordination of woman to man. 
When the Swiss Protestant theologian Jacques von Allmen opposes the ordina- 
tion of women and speaks of "the mediating character of the male", one really 
wonders whether he is not expressing his personal ideas rather than seeking 


to interpret what the Bible says. 
(more) 
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It is indeed the whole concept of womanhood which underlies the churches' 
attitude for or against the ordination of women. For instance the Roman 
Catholic Church does not allow women to be priests because the priesthood 
confers authority, and such authority cannot be granted to a woman because, 
it is alleged, she is subordinate to man. On the other hand certain Reformed 
and Lutheran churches stress the fact that men and women were both created 

in the likeness of God and are therefore equal in dignity and value in 

his eyes. 


According to recent statistics, about 50 of the churches belonging to the 
World Council of Churches practise the ordination of women (mainly Lutheran 
and Reformed churches, but also some Baptist and Methodist churches), 

while 170 reject it. These figures show clearly that the question is a vital 
one, and that it is far from being solved on the ecumenical level. 


What will happen at the conference in 1970? Of course, it is too soon to 
say. In any case it would be a big step forward if the churches could arrive 
at a concept of woman which is not that of a "suffragette" nor that of "the 
woman-in-the-home",. 


As a provisional conclusion to the question the following passage from the 
report on the Geneva consultation may be quoted: "The churches are faced 
today with the need to discover new forms of ministry to meet situations 
which did not confront them in the past. It is clear that women as well as 
men are called to take their place in these new forms of ministry which may 
differ considerably in form and function from any ministry the Church has 
yet known. It is the duty of the churches to seek such forms. In doing so, 
they may find that the ordination of women is the right response to new 
opportunities." 

EPS 
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News Feature 
JEWISH-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE FRANK AND TO THE POINT 


by Faith Pomponio 
WCC Staff Writer 


New York, (EPS) -- The distinguished Jewish leader called it the most signif- 
icant meeting he had ever attended. That was saying a lot, because Philip 
Jacobson, programme co-ordinator of the National Jewish Community Relations 
Advisory Council here, has his share of meetings. 


He was referring to a special gathering of influential American Jewish 
leaders with members of the World Council of Churches' Committee on the 
Church and the Jewish People. Over an informal lunch at the headquarters of 
the American Jewish Committee, Christians and Jews openly faced the painful, 
abrasive, tension-filled areas that separate the two religions and started 
looking for those things that unite. 


The extraordinary session came mid-way in a two-week meeting of the Committee 
on the Church and the Jewish People that spanned three states and ended in 
Racine, Wisconsin, September 23. Committee members came from eight countries. 


After a week in New York listening to learned rabbis and professors, visiting 
prominent Jewish institutions and even spending part of the high holy days in 
Jewish homes, the committee was more than ready for a down-to-earth dialogue 
with Jewish leaders who helped them understand the American Jewish community. 
The United States has the largest population of world Jewry - 54 million 
strong, larger than Israel's by 3 million. 


As the afternoon wore on, the issue that clearly cut the deepest was Christian 
attempts to convert Jews. With marked restraint and politeness, the Jewish 
leaders told the committee, some of whose members work for Christian missions 
to the Jews in their own countries, that this activity was a threat to Jewish- 
Christian dialogue. 


Rabbi Israel Klavan, executive vice-president of the Rabbinical Council of 
America, made the most moving contribution. 


"Every committed man, deep in his faith, is a missionary", he said. "I 
consider myself a missionary. But as long as my missionary approach is limited 
to praying to God about it, it is perfectly proper. 


"Our objection is to the ‘rice missionaries’ of long ago who have not ceased 
to exist", he stressed. These are the social service workers who couple 
their activities with evangelizing. 


"This is not winning souls, this is buying souls", and it is resented, he said. 


"When half-committed, half-baked Christians and Jews attempt a dialogue, it 
is meaningless. It must take place among the committed", he stressed. 


"You can best relate to us if you will occasionally look at us out of our own 


: " - i 
vantage point", Rabbi Klavan said. (more) 
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Several committee members from mission agencies to the Jews said that there 
is a turning away from the overt evangelizing that went on before to a 
presentation of the gospel with the actual conversion being left in God's hands. 


The Rev. Anker Gjerding, secretary of the Committee on the Church and the 
Jewish People, said that there is a tendency in Germany and Scandinavia to 
consider it a dialogue of equal partners. "Christians are convinced that 
they have a witness to the Jews and, at the same time, they have to listen 
and learn from the Jews, who also have a witness to the Christians." 


Gerald Strober, consultant on religious curricula for the American Jewish 
Committee, called for a review of Christian curricula in America that either 
"perpetuate tensinss or create huge areas of silence". 


He said some Christians feel that Judaism died and was supplanted by 
Christianity. Their material fails to recognize the contribution Jews have 
made to the Western tradition. The problem lies in the tradition of teaching 
that has come down through the Church, he emphasized. 


Dr. Robert C. Dodds, director of ecumenical affairs for the National Council 
of Churches, said the issue of Jewish-Christian relations has a very low 
priority on the agenda of church leaders in the United States. The denomina- 
tional overseas mission boards have an investment of money and programme in 
the Arab countries, he said. 


Dr. Kurtis F. Naylor, an NCC executive who is on the Committee on the Church 
and the Jewish People, posed the Christian dilemma. 


"We carry a tremendous burden", he said. "We are a disappointment to our Arab 
friends (and there are several million Christians in that group)...and a real 
disappointment to our Jewish friends too." 


Dr. Naylor sees the problem as irreconcilable. "If you meet the needs of one, 
you necessarily thwart the elemental needs of the other", he explained. 


Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum of the American Jewish Committee said Jews can understand 
this. However, it is very difficult for them to understand the Christian 
response to the Arab/Israeli war, particularly the "bi-focal vision" that 
operates. "We are out of phase with each other not only on Israeli nationalism 
but on Arab nationalism as well", he said. 


Rabbi Tannenbaum noted Christian enthusiasm for "national determination" in 
the Third World. Yet Jewish people see Israel as an expression of self-deter- 
mination. "The tragedy is that Palestinian self-determination is colliding 

at the same time". 


From New York the committee went to Boston to visit Jewish philanthropies. 
The remainder of the meeting in Racine was devoted to charting future direc- 
tions to meet today's need for mutuality. 


The Committee on the Church and the Jewish People is an outgrowth of the Committ- 

ee on the Christian Approach to Jews, started by the International Missionary 

Council in 1932 as an agency for witness, mission and service to the Jews. When 

the IMC merged with the WCC in 1961, the committee was lodged within the 

Division of World Mission and Evangelism, but it relates to other WCC agencies. 
EPS 
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CHURCHES URGED TO TAKE NEW STANCE 
ON PALESTINIAN REFUGEE PROBLEM 


Cyprus, (EPS) -- Justice and Peace were the key words in a six-day 
consultation that ended here October 4 on the Palestinian refugee problem 
and led the 100 participants to urge the churches to take a new stance on 
this question. 


For more than 20 years churches and agencies related to the World Council 

of Churches have supported programmes for the relief and rehabilitation of 
Middle East refugees. Now an ll-page official statement released by the 
consultation said such programmes are not an adequate Christian response "to 
the injustice and misery under which the great majority of the Palestinian 
refugees continue to suffer, despite all the efforts of the United Nations. 
Nor is relief and rehabilitation alone a response to the aspirations for self- 
determination and nationhood of the Palestinians". 


The consultation was convened jointly by the Middle Eastern churches and 

the World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service. Unlike earlier WCC consultations the recent meeting included 
representatives of almost all Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox churches in the 
Middle East. The majority of the participants were from Middle East member 
churches of the WCC, some of them Palestinians. 


Other delegates represented churches or church agencies in 12 countries out- 
side the area, United Nations' agencies and Catholic, Protestant, and secular 
voluntary agencies doing refugee work. 


The consultation called on the churches of the world to use all their in- 
fluence towards "a just solution, involving necessarily the recognition of 
the rights of the Palestinians, from which alone a lasting peace could come 
to the Middle East". 


The new factor the consultation saw in the situation is the growing awareness 
of the reality of a Palestinian community and "manifestation of a Palestinian 
identity as shown, for example, in the Palestine liberation movement. 


"Awareness of this Palestinian identity may be a first step towards the re- 
dress of the injustices done to the Palestinians. This means specifically 
that all our work, both in humanitarian fields and in the preparation of 
educational and informational material, must be done not only for the 
Palestinians but with them." 


The consultation called on the World Council to ask its member churches to 
provide $2,000,000 for new programmes over the next two years in support of 
the Palestinian refugees and displaced persons. Top priority would be given 
to "a major interpretation programme to the churches outside the Middle East, 
shaped and led by the churches and people within the Middle East". 


This interpretation should bring out responsibly the facts about the 
Palestinian refugees and other displaced persons, the consultation said, "so 
as to create the conditions conducive to a just solution" of their difficulties. 


_. Other activities financed by the appeal would include expanded vocational 


training, more youth activities both inside and outside the refugee camps, 


(more) 
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loans for education, employment placement, and development projects for 
agriculture, small industries, marketing, and handicrafts. More family 
centres concerned with medical services of all kinds were held necessary. 


A new structure for ecumenical services among Middle Eastern refugees and 
displaced persons is recommended. 


Archbishop Makarios, President of Cyprus, welcomed the delegates at the 

first session. In the aftermath of war hundreds of thousands of human 

beings had neither homes nor a homeland, he said. They suffered deprivation 
and misfortune. Basically this was a political problem for individual govern- 
ments and the United Nations. But it also had its human aspect and this was 
the concern of the churches. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
gave the keynote address on Justice and Mercy (see EPS No. 34). 


In another major speech, Bishop Karekin Sarkissian of Lebanon, a member 

of the WCC's Central Committee, said that the World Council's attention to 
the immediate needs of the Palestinian refugees had been so predominant "that 
the recognition of the rights of the Palestinian refugees" had not been given 
sufficient consideration. 


"There is now a new awareness on the part of the World Council in this 
direction", he said. "When member churches individually or corporately 
speak on this aspect their statements...will carry an immense weight on world 
opinion and will exert considerable influence on the political authorities." 


Bishop Sarkissian thought it was not in the interest of Israel to have 
the refugee problem continued indefinitely because it engendered bitterness 
and hatred and prevented peace and stability in the area. 

EPS 


NEW WSCF STAFF MEMBER 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Rev. Peter Musgrove has taken up his appointment here 
as priorities secretary of the World Student Christian Federation. 


For the past six years he has been general secretary of the Australian Student 
Christian Movement after acting as director of youth work for the Methodist 
Church in Western Australia. 


Earlier he had served the Methodist Church in Ghana and in Zambia, where he 
was secretary of the Christian Council from 1955 to 1960 and also helped to 


establish the Zambian SCM. 


In his new post he will carry out the decisions of the Priorities Committee, 
which is to help the Executive Committee to formulate policies for the best 


use of the WSCF's resources. 
EPS 
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ANGLICAN CLERGY PLEAD 
FOR SOUTH AFRICAN DETAINEES 


London, (EPS) -- Five British Anglican bishops have strongly protested 
against South Africa's detention of 50 people, including one Briton, under 
the Terrorism Act. They ask fellow citizens of Great Britain to express 
their disapproval to the South African Prime Minister. 


Signing a letter to The Times dated September 29 were Bishops Mervyn Stock- 
wood, John Robinson, Trevor Huddleston, Ambrose Reeves and Kenneth Sansbury. 
Another signatory was Jeremy Thorpe, leader of the Liberal Party. 


"We also ask that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office make strong representa- 
tions to the South African government calling for the release of the South 
West Africans and political prisoners held in South Africa", the letter adds. 


The 50 detainees were arrested in May and June of this year, according to 
the letter. Under the Terrorism Act they are held incommunicado without 
access to family, press or legal advisers. It is further noted that of the 
eight South West Africans on whom sentence was passed a month ago, at least 
one had been detained since 1966 and four since 1967. 


According to the signatories, campaigns conducted in 1963/4 in respect of 
the Rivonia trial and in 1968 in relation to 35 South West Africans helped 
to avoid the death sentence in these cases. 


The lengthy letter also discusses "repressive legislation" and prison 
conditions. 
EPS 


PRESBYTERIAN PASTOR IS FIRST 
VICTIM OF KENYA OATH-TAKING 


Nairobi, (EPS) -- One Presbyterian minister has been killed and another 
beaten by a gang that invaded his church service, as a result of their 
protests against oath-taking ceremonies inflicted by Kikuyu tribesmen. 


A third minister, a 54-year-old preacher of the Pentecostal Assemblies of God, 
was also reported to have been attacked by a gang near Thika. 


The first oathing death, that of the Rev. Samwel Gethenji Mwai, was confirmed 
on September 20, the day after Vice-President Daniel Arap Moi on instructions 
from President Kenyatta had condemned violence and forcible oathings. He 
promised police action but church leaders were not impressed. The first beat- 
ing to come to light was that of Presbyterian minister Iain Forbes whose 
church is at Endarasha, north of Nairobi. 


This harassment of clergy who oppose oathings seems to be a repetition of 
Similar difficulties in the 1950s which took the lives of 20 Presbyterian 
churchmen who refused to take an oath. 


The secret oath-taking is designed primarily to close the ranks of the 
Kikuyu and consolidate the tribe's dominant position in the government before 
the elections expected in January or February. It has created deep distrust 


(more) 
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and fear among other tribes, particularly the Luo still embittered at the 
assassination of Tom Mboya in July. It is now said that 90% of the Kikuyu 
have taken the oath. 


The impact of the oath has fallen on Christian Kikuyu who have refused to 
pledge their allegiance to the tribe rather than to Christ. Church meetings 
have been held throughout Kikuyu areas and other parts of the country to 
rally Christians in the face of pressures to take the oaths. 


Although the government has ordered an investigation into the ceremonies and 
condemned the violence involved, church leaders claim that not enough is being 
done. 

EPS 


CATHOLIC ORDER APPEALS 
FOR ECUMENICAL BAPTISM 


Graymoor, New York, (EPS) -- A Roman Catholic religious order has officially 
called on the leadership of the various churches ''to give more positive direc- 
tion" so that "full communion among Christians" may be attained. 


The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, popularly known as the Graymoor Friars, 
revealed the contents of a statement which has been communicated to leaders 
of the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches. 


It urged, among other things, ecumenical baptism services for the children of 
mixed marriages and a concern with the development of Christian values in the 
home rather than in denominational formation. 


The statement was prepared in September by 40 priests of the order engaged 
in ecumenical work in various parts of the United States, Canada, England, 
Rome, Japan and Latin America. It was subsequently adopted as a position 
paper of the order. 


Specifically, it cited three problem areas - Eucharistic intercommunion, 
marriage laws and baptism, particularly the baptism of children of mixed 
marriages. 


"In our experience", the statement said, "the lack of meaningful legislation 
has frustrated millions of Christians. The Friars call upon the leaders of 
all Christian churches to give immediate and in-depth attention to these 
problems which are constantly causing friction on the local level." 


Father Charles Angell, editor of The Lamp, an ecumenical monthly published 
by Graymoor, said that the community wanted the Roman Catholic Church to end 


conditional baptism of Protestants who join the church, "a practice which is 
in violation of the church's own theology". 


Furthermore, he said, the children of mixed marriages should be baptized in 
an ecumenical service because "there is no such thing as Catholic baptism 


or Lutheran baptism but only baptism in Christ". 
EPS 
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CHURCHES' ROLE IN LEISURE-TOURISM 
EXAMINED AT CONSULTATION 


Tutzing, Germany, (EPS) -- Leisure-tourism is a feature of Western society 
which some developing countries are not sure they want, even if it brought 
them more foreign currency. 


They fear the "abrasive effects" on their own culture of Western social, 
economic, psychological and political assumptions. Thus they want the rate 
of tourism to be carefully controlled to prevent damage being done to their 
culture and economy. 


This was one of the findings of the World Consultation on Leisure-Tourism 
organized by the Laity Department of the World Council of Churches and held 
here September 26 to October 2. Among the 60 participants from 20 countries 
(including Chile, Brazil, Indonesia and India) were representatives of the 
tourist industry and pastors working as chaplains to tourists. The chairman 
was Kenneth Lewis M.P., proprietor of a travel agency in Great Britain. 


In their final resolutions, the participants said that in view of the widen- 
ing gap between the rich who have leisure and the poor who do not, the 
churches have a duty to aid those who are economically weak to share in the 
opportunities offered by leisure. "Developing countries which would welcome 
more tourists must be given help in promotion and publicity", they stated. 


"World citizenship could develop, but only if those prevented by poverty, 
or discouraged by the racial or religious prejudice they might encounter, 
and especially the young, were enabled fully to share in new possibilities 
of contact and relationship", it was stated. 


The consultation called for a fresh theological appraisal of "the relation 
between work and leisure in human life". Spiritual and ethical issues need 
to be identified and work done on "an ethos and ethic of leisure", the 
meeting said. For this purpose the churches should put their training 
facilities at the service of both "ordained laymen" and those professionally 
involved in the industry to get training and experience in leisure issues 
together. 


On the basis of predictions that by 1985 people will spend only 20% of their 
time working, the consultation said leisure-tourism promises to become a 
major dimension in the life of mankind. It makes possible to a greater ex- 
tent than ever before the "life more abundant" which was Jesus's gift to 

the world. 


Thus the consultation felt justified in urging the Division of Ecumenical 
Action of the WCC to carry forward the work started at Tutzing, and a committ- 
ee was appointed to chart concrete lines of action. It asked authorities in 
different countries to give tourism as an instrument of culture and economic 
development precedence over armaments. 


The United Nations was urged to implement proposals for joint publicity, 
one visa, one custom formality, and to free air routes to developing countries 
for cheaper charter flights. 

EPS 
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TRI-STATE FEDERATION WOULD 
INCLUDE ROMAN CATHOLICS 


Wilmington, Delaware, (EPS) -- Eight denominations in the three states that 
make up the Delmarva Peninsula (Delaware, Maryland, Virginia) may soon have 

a single federation of churches with Roman Catholics as full-fledged partici- 
pants. 


At a recent two-day meeting representatives of the denominations formulated 
a plan for an agency to supersede the several councils of churches now 
working throughout the peninsula. 


Denominations involved include the United Methodists, Episcopalians, Roman 
Catholics, United Presbyterians, Missouri Synod-Lutherans, Lutheran Church 
in America, African Methodist Episcopalians and Baptists. 


Under the plan the agency could become organized, staffed and active by 
early 1971. 


For several years the Roman Catholics have been observers in the Delaware 
State Council of Churches and the Council of Churches of Wilmington and New 
Castle County. 


The new federation would include in its executive board all top administrators 
of the various church bodies participating, along with clergy, laity, youth 
and minority group representatives. It would be a forum for bringing issues 
to the attention of the churches and provide an "umbrella" under which they 
could co-operate on projects and problems members thought to be of church 
concern. 


Catholic Bishop Heads Ministerial Group 


Meanwhile in Little Rock, Arkansas Auxiliary Bishop Lawrence P. Graves 
became the first Roman Catholic elected president of the Greater Little 
Rock Ministerial Association. A Negro minister, the Rev. Angelo Johnson, 
was elected treasurer. 

EPS 


METHODIST MINISTER AND WIFE 
FOUND STABBED IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, (EPS) -- Investigation is proceeding into the death of the Rev. Bruce 
W. Johnson Jr., a 30-year-old Methodist minister, and his wife, Eugenia, found 
dead September 29 in their apartment on the North Side of Chicago. Both had 
been repeatedly stabbed. 


Mr. Johnson, minister of the Armitage Avenue United Methodist Church, had been 
active in a ministry to the "Young Lords", a youth gang, and was chairman of 
the Renewal Caucus of younger ministers concerned about urban affairs. The 
church is in a racially mixed area with a heavy Puerto Rican population. 


Police Sgt. James McFarland, chief investigator, speculated that the killer 
must have gone beserk. He based this on the number of stab wounds. Three 
small children were unharmed. There were no signs of forcible entry. Mr. 


Johnson was found seated in the living room, his wife in a i Mp 
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JOINT ACTION IN MISSION WORKS 
FOR TWO U.S. DENOMINATIONS 


Indianapolis, Indiana, (EPS) -- Two U.S. denominations that have been ad- 
ministering mission programmes in India and Latin America on a joint basis 
have termed the experiments "successful up to this point". 


The United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
joined their Indian work in 1967 and Latin American missions in 1968. 


"As the Christian mission is one", said Dr. Telfer Mook, India secretary 

for both churches, "we dare no longer act as if it were plural." To engage 
in joint action, denominations must be willing to agree on priorities, to 

put resources at the disposal of a united body, and to trust partner churches 
to carry out the assignments given to them. 


Such arrangements do not mean there will be no work done separately, but 
that there will be no unilateral planning. 


Dr. William J. Nottingham, Latin America secretary for the two churches, 
also addressed the meeting at the Disciples’ national office here to update 
both churches on results of the arrangement. 


EPS 
NEW CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
FOR FRANCE PROPOSED 
Paris, (EPS) -- A National Christian Council for France, which would include 


Orthodox as well as Protestant churches, was proposed by Prof. Roger Mehl 
to the Council of the French Protestant Federation (FPF), which met here 
last week. 


He made the suggestion after reporting on the Canterbury meeting of the 
World Council of Churches’ Central Committee. 


Under the chairmanship of the Rev. Charles Westphal, the Protestant Federa- 
tion also discussed the critical situation in Northern Ireland. 


There is a need "to inform people that the Rev. Ian Paisley is by no means 
representative of Irish Protestantism", said a communiqué issued by the FPF, 
"and that the tensions in Ireland must not be explained away as merely 
religious tensions, as some of the press seem to have done". 


The situation must be examined within a "broader context", the council said, 
and asked its Commission on International Affairs to undertake a study of the 
situation in consultation with competent bodies of the Roman Catholic Church. 


At. the next General Assembly of the FPF in Grenoble November 8-11 it was 
decided to focus on the question, Development for whom? "The often confused 
concepts of development can be clarified only by an anthropological and socio- 
logical analysis of Man using criteria drawn from the Bible", said the council. 
The assembly should also make concrete proposals on development stating how 
they will challenge different sectors of the churches' ministry, said the 
Rev. Albert Nicolas, general secretary of the FPF. 

EPS 
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PROSELYTISM IN INDONESIA CRITICIZED 


K6nigstein, Germany, (EPS) -- Efforts by Roman Catholic missionaries to con- 
vert Indonesians in the Protestant strongholds of Timor Island and in 
Sumatra were criticized by Prof. Wilhelm Niesel of Kénigstein, president and 
moderator of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, on returning from a 
seven-week visit to WARC member churches in Indonesia. 


Schools and clinics set up by the missionaries distribute free medicines, 
clothing and agricultural implements, he reported. In "Batakland" he heard 
people speaking about "potato Christians". On Timor the Protestant Church 
has lost 10,000 members as a result of these enticements. 


Dr. Niesel reported the "colossal influx" of people into the Protestant 
churches in Indonesia continues. In some areas the number of baptized 
Christians has increased by 50% since 1966. The membership of the Church 
of East Java jumped from 80,000 to 120,000. 

EPS 


TWO ORTHODOX ARRESTED IN USSR 


Geneva, (EPS) -- As the International Herald Tribune of Paris indicated in 
its issue of September 16, a Russian Orthodox churchman Mr. Anatoly E. 
Levitin alias Mr. Krasnoy-Litvinov was arrested September 12 by the Soviet 
authorities. Mr. Krasnov-Litvinov is known as the author of several articles 
and public letters criticizing the Soviet government for not granting full 
religious liberty. He was also reported to have berated the Russian Orthodox 
hierarchy for not sufficiently defending the rights of believers. 


Other sources reported the arrest of Mr. Boris Talantov, another Orthodox, 
who initiated a petition in favour of a congregation in Kirov. 
EPS 


PLAN OF UNION UNVEILED 
FOR NEW ZEALAND CHURCHES 


Christchurch, N.Z., (EPS) -- A Plan of Union for a united church in New Zea-~ 
land has been released here after five years of preparation. Involved in the 
negotiations have been the Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist and Congrega- 
tional Churches and the Churches of Christ. 


The name proposed for the new denomination is "The Church of Christ in New 
Zealand". 


Three forms of ordained ministry are envisaged: bishop, presbyter and deacon. 
A three-tiered church government is proposed consisting of councils, dioceses 
and their synods, and the National Assembly. Bishops would be chosen by an 
electoral committee of the assembly. At least 18 dioceses will be needed and 
several new bishops would be ordained. 


Two forms of baptism existing side by side would allow for the Churches of 
Christ practice of immersion. No date for union was set, but it appears that 
at least four years will be needed to get the necessary legislation through 


Parliament. 15. 
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MESSAGE TO WARC/ICC CHURCHES 
STRESSES NEED FOR CHANGE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- "How strange it was that we, having so much in common in 
faith and order, remained apart", says a "Message to the member churches" 
prepared by the joint Executive Committee of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and the International Congregational Council. Written in Beirut 
last August, the message was sent out this week to all member churches in 
preparation for the union of the WARC and the ICC in August 1970. 


Acknowledging the need for an ongoing reformation, both organizations "have 
now reached the conviction that such difference as may be displayed in church 
polity are subordinate to their common faith and to the need for making a 
more effective witness to this Reformed inheritance and experience within 

the ecumenical movement to which both are wholly committed". 


The message underlines that both groups of churches place "great emphasis 
on the significance of the local congregation as the focal point of the 
Church catholic". 


The churches are urged "to seek a style of involvement in the world which 
bears the marks of obedience to Jesus Christ and of openness towards all 
men without distinction of sex, race or nation". The message also says, 
"God calls us in faith to change our own cherished ways and institutions 
for the sake of greater obedience and more fruitful service". 


The responsibility the new organization will have for minority churches is 
set forth in these words: "We must give them strong encouragement...and 
help them to take up more fully their part in the building up of the Church 


catholic." But a warning is also issued: "We must remind them and all our 
churches that no past achievement can take the place of present obedience." 
EPS 


BRAZILIAN CHURCH UNWILLING 
TO MOVE LWF ASSEMBLY 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A primary reason why the Lutheran World Federation is 
standing by plans to hold its fifth assembly in Brazil is the host church's 
expectation that it will receive great enrichment from the assembly. 


"Frankly its leaders do not understand hesitations being expressed abroad", 
said Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the LWF, in reiterating a 1968 
decision on the assembly site. 


Noting that a civil war or severe restrictions on entry visas or press free- 
dom ‘conceivably could change the site, Dr. Appel said at this point all prep- 
arations are aimed at carrying out the theme "Sent into the World" in Brazil. 


"We urge all delegates and participants to make a real effort to familiarize 
themselves with the general situation of the Latin American continent, the 
particular conditions in Brazil and the background of our host church", Dr. 
Appel said in a letter to the 78 member churches of the LWF. 'Much will 
depend on our mutual readiness to listen to each other." 

EPS 
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Special Report 


MINORITY CHURCHES IN THE POLISH PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 


Impressions of a visit by Tatiana Athanasiadis 


On the day after our arrival the district ecumenical committee met in Cracow 
to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the outbreak of World War II and the 
25th anniversary of the Polish People's Republic. The Protestant, Old 
Catholic and Orthodox clergy dressed in their clerical garments marched in 
solemn procession to the grave of the unknown soldier to lay a wreath. Some 
exhibited state medals, one wore a striped convict's coat from Ausschwitz. 
The good-looking young lady who represents the state on such occasions 
followed at a little distance. 


The previous day, on the way from Warsaw, we had visited the museum of the 
Ausschwitz concentration camp. School children are brought there every day 
to hear about the atrocities committed by the Nazis, and to see the long 
list of Poles who died there, the photos of skeletons, and the personal 
possessions of prisoners in glass cases: thousands of children's shoes, 
hair, spectacles, suitcases. The number of visitors equals that at the 
castle of Cracow, which recalls Poland's glorious past before its partition. 


Is hatred being fostered here? Is the younger generation being forced to 
remember a past it would prefer to forget? Conversations with representa- 
tives of the church, government, and journalists indicate nothing of the kind. 


But soon the visitor realizes the strong influence that has been exerted on 
the whole nation and the minority churches as well by their war experience 
and the much more remote history of foreign domination resulting from 
successive partitions of Poland. 


This has made every Pole, whether Marxist or Christian, a fervent patriot. 
Protestants, Old Catholic and Orthodox are proud of their country's history 
and culture, and identify with the social and economic aims of the young 
state. No compromise in matters of religious faith, but active participa- 
tion in the reconstruction of war damage and in the social and economic 
development of Poland - that is what one hears again and again. 


"No Christian can say he has no task to fulfil in socialism", said Dr. Jan 
Niewieczerzal, the Reformed bishop who is President of the Polish Ecumenical 
Council. "On the contrary, we must show that Christians can live and co- 
operate not only under one particular political system, but in any political 
situation." 


The state does not disguise the fact that it counts on the co-operation of 
all citizens in the task of social and economic development. Because this 
job is not completed but demands daily sacrifices from everyone (even if 
they are only material ones), "we must mobilize all the forces available", 
said Dr. Tadeus Dusik, vice-president of the State Department for Church 
Affairs. The minority churches are endeavouring to be "a constructive 
factor" in the life of the nation, he said. The basis is state recognition 


of all religious groups on an equal footing. (more) 
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The Constitution of 1952 proclaims the principle of the separation of 
church and state, and guarantees all citizens equal rights "irrespective 

of nationality, race or religious belief". The Constitution "ensures 
freedom of conscience and of religion to all citizens". "The church and 
other religious groups", says the Constitution, "can carry on its religious 
practices without interference. No one may prevent citizens from attending 
religious services and ceremonies. No one may compel anyone to attend 
religious services and ceremonies." 


The minority churches are extremely alive in their worship life, and theo- 
logical education is assured by the existence of the Christian Theological 
Academy in Warsaw. The Evangelical Centre, in which the academy is located, 
consists of two modern, three-storey buildings; a third is to be added 
shortly. It was financed out of church funds - 40% by voluntary contribu- 
tions from Polish Protestants and 60% by donations from abroad. It stands 
on a site leased to the church for 99 years. Last year there were 55 
Protestant, 22 Old Catholic and 24 Orthodox students enrolled. 


The academy is under the authority of the Ministry of Higher Education. 

The state appoints the rector and, on the recommendation of the senate, 

the teachers, and pays their salaries but not those of pastors, the latter 
being defrayed out of the voluntary contributions of church members. Since 
pastors are not admitted either to the state insurance scheme covering sick- 
ness and old age pensions, the Lutheran Church created its own social security 
fund a few years ago, and Reformed pastors are now part of it. No such 
protection is afforded the other minority churches, namely Orthodox 

(500,000), Old Catholic (55,000), Methodist (5,800), Baptist (2,500 bap- 

tized adults), and Pentecostalist (7,500). 


Each of these churches has a publication. That with the largest circulation 
is Zwiastum, published fortnightly by the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession (8,900 copies). But the Reformed monthly Jednota with its ecu- 
menical, theological and social concerns also plays an important role in 

the life of Polish Protestantism. It is read mainly by Protestant intellec- 
tuals and by some Catholics. 


One hears hardly any complaints about relations with the state. "Of course, 
we cannot evangelize in the streets, but there are no real difficulties, 
certainly no persecution", said Bishop Niewieczerzal. The principle of 
separation of church and state is still inadequately defined by law; what 
the future will bring is unforeseeable. On the other hand, the state 
Ministry for Church Affairs does admit there are certain tensions. They 
cannot be attributed te the state, according to Mr. Dusik, for it makes no 
distinction between theory and practice in church policy, but obviously 
cannot maintain a separate policy for church leaders. 


Many of the difficulties experienced by the minority churches spring from an 
entirely different source. Decades of isolation have led to the preservation of 
pietistic forms in some churches and a lack of pastors in others. It would 

be an irreparable loss if the most gifted young men were to leave the church 
because they felt its life too narrow and confining. Intensification of 
ecumenical conversations and personal contacts are therefore indispensable 


for the future of these churches. 
EPS Translated from German, 


Translation Section, WCC 
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Photo Story 


WORK CAMPS AND DEVELOPMENT 


Christian voluntary service programmes - once known as “work camps" - have 
sometimes seemed to be mainly for those with plenty of time and money who 
wanted to perform a service while enjoying a glimpse of life in a foreign 
country. With the best will in the world young people from the United States 
set out for Europe after the Second World War to clear the rubble and aid in 
reconstructing bombed out churches and schools. Another popular form of 
service was building roads in depressed areas. 


In recent years "Ecumenical Youth Service" shifted its emphasis from pick- 
and-shovel jobs to community service in socially deprived areas and work with 
the handicapped, the elderly, or children in need of play experiences. 


The new emphasis on economic and social development seeping slowly into the 
consciousness of the Christian churches is now having a visible effect on 
the nature of youth projects. The question as youth leaders see it is: 
How can voluntary service programmes move from the vacation-with-a-purpose 
so popular with affluent youth to international development programmes in 
which youth from the developing countries assume major responsibility? 


Of course, the answer will not be found overnight, and social service pro- 
jects will still be needed. But the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches, sponsors of Ecumenical Youth Service, believes the experience 
gained in several 1969 projects may give a basis for more development pro- 
jects in 1970. 


Four types of projects characterize Ecumenical Youth Service: manual labour 
or construction, social service, combinations of the two, and study projects 
or seminars. At least one long-term project is offered each year combining 
all three. 


Two emphases predominate. First, the work to be done. Second, the life in 
community. Each project is a microcosm of the world, with people from 
different churches, races, nations and cultures learning to live and work 
together harmoniously. In some groups religion is a major influence, in 
others the diversity is so great that no common worship is possible. 


The by-products of such an experience are unpredictable. A work camper in 

a Congo-Kinshasa project reports the people in the area surprised to see 
white young people busy planting trees and flowers and making a playing field 
for a youth centre. He says it also set a good example for young African 
intellectuals not too keen about physical labour. 


Participants working at Portugal's first ecumenical centre in Figueira da Foz 
had difficulty persuading the townspeople that this was not "the Protestant 
House". They were happy, however, to send an unending stream of children to 
play games, paint, do crafts and "create actively". 


Perhaps the greatest contribution to development experience was the long- 
term project at Gurupi, Brazil (see photos) where 13 skilled volunteers, 


(more) 


No. 35 - 9th October, 1969 14 


almost all from the Third World, lived and worked with 40 farming families 
resettled on recently cleared land. The international participants gained 
experience in how to do such work in their homelands, in addition to giving 
the Brazilians technical help with their tasks. 


Ecumenical Youth Service for 1969 totalled 38 projects in 20 countries co- 
sponsored with national EYS committees, ecumenical youth councils, churches 
and youth movements. The first project started in April in Kampala, Uganda 
and the last finishes October 26 in Kalghatagi, India. Approximately 660 
young people from 40 nations participated. During the 23 years of EYS's 
existence 789 projects have been sponsored involving almost 18,000 youth. 
EPS 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


For 10 months ending July 1969 some 13 skilled volunteers from 10 Asian, 
African and Latin American countries and one from Holland lived and worked 

in Gurupi in northern Brazil helping to forge a community out of recently 
cleared jungle. (572) A Gurupi resident planting crops with an agronomy 
student and a journalist. (573) Dutch volunteer aids Gurupi settlers patch a 
tractor tube. (574) WCC Youth Department staff member Archie Le Mone enjoys 
hinterland picnic during visit to long-term service project. (575) Each of 

40 families in rural re-location scheme had opportunity to buy land at very 
modest price. Volunteers aided with agricultural experiments, a farm co-op- 
erative, family medical assistance, construction, maintenance and road-building. 


(576) Japan was scene of short-term Ecumenical Youth Service project where 
volunteers dug foundation of agricultural school. (577) Campers clear road 
in Togo. Leaders Ben Kuma and Mathurin Danho are third and fourth from left 
wearing caps. 


In social project in Liverpool, England six play groups were organized for 
children in different sections of city. At project's end volunteers wondered 
if next year's work camp might spur community organization to improve living 
conditions. (578) Activities to keep children off dusty, glass-cluttered 
streets were crying need in this area. (579) Swedish volunteer lends helping 
hand to small Liverpudlian. (580) Leadership skill and organizing ability are 
needed in areas where community services are minimal. (581) Adults may grow 
dizzy from ring a ring o' roses but childish energy never fails (582) A 
Finnish boy learns a teacher must be patient. (583) The best thing about a 
work camp is the friends you make. (584) A favourite with the children. (585) 
German volunteer inspects a playground wound. (586) A popular game in many 
lands: Pin the Tail on the Donkey. (587) Stilts are a new experience. (588) 
Greek and Swedish volunteers paint flat for elderly Liverpool resident. 
(589) Bible study session with Dutch theological student as leader. (590) 
Campers lived in a church and prepared meals co-operatively. (591) Several 
countries were represented in the group. Left to right: A German, Greek, 
Swede, German talk with foreign leader from Netherlands. 

EPS 


(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, Department of 
Communication, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at 
a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-d; SFr./DM. 5.- each.) 
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18th GRADUATE SCHOOL SESSION AT BOSSEY 
TO EXAMINE CHURCH'S FUTURE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The "Future of the Church" will be studied this year by 
nearly 60 students from all six continents and all major confessions 
attending the 18th Session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 
at Bossey near here. 


The theme reflects the need for new thinking in the light of the various 
challenges to the Church by social change, political ideologies and 
scientific progress. 


According to the institute's director, Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, it also indi- 
cates a desire to consider seriously the crises confronting the Church in 

its own life. In previous years, according to Dr. Nissiotis, Graduate School 
students constantly found themselves forced back to a definition of the Church 
although they were studying other subjects. This showed the necessity for 

a fuller study of the ecclesiological theme. 


The new institute term opened October 15 with a welcome by Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, WCC general secretary, and Prof. Martin Peter, dean of Geneva Univer- 
sity with which the Graduate School is affiliated. Staff from the World 
Council and other Christian organizations were present. 


In his opening address Dr. Nissiotis said: "We shall focus our attention 

on several areas as we attempt a kind of frontier ecclesiology to grapple 
with the present critical times." In addition to a fresh biblical vision 

of the Church and an understanding of the Church as a charismatic community, 
he mentioned the problem of decision-making in the realm of ethical life 
"beyond a casuistic ethics of pre-established principles". Also to be studied 
are political decisions affecting the future, especially when one is con- 
fronted by absolute political ideologies. Lastly, the place of the Church 

in a highly urbanized society will come in for scrutiny. 


During the course of the Graduate School, which runs until February 28, 1970, 
the students will hear a number of visiting lecturers including: Prof. Jurgen 
Moltmann of Tubingen, Germany; Prof. Charles Moeller of Louvaine, Belgium; 
Prof. Joseph Ratzinger also of Tubingen; and Stephen C. Rose of Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts (USA), author of The Grass-roots Church. Prof. David Jenkins, 
co-ordinator of the Humanum studies for the World Council, will give two 
lectures on "Futurology and Ecclesiology". Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary 
WCC president, will lecture on ecumenical history. 

EPS 


12 AT WCC CABLE PRESIDENT NIXON 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Twelve World Council of Churches staff members from the 
United States sent the following telegram to President Nixon on October 15: 
"We Americans working at the World Council of Churches in Geneva strongly 
urge you to listen to today's witness of our desire for peace in Vietnam." 
(Signed) Paul Abrecht, Kenrick Baker, Eugene Carson Blake, Richard Butler, 
William H. Crane, Mary Dewar, Daisuke Kitagawa, Gerald Moede, Nan Robinson, 
Frances Smith, Robbins Strong, John Taylor. og 


(See Vietnam Moratorium story, Page 12.) 
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VIETNAM CONSULTATION URGES 
CHURCHES PUSH FOR PEACE , 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A new drive for peace is imperative if Vietnam's shattered 
society 1s to recover and its grossly distorted economy, be reorganized, a 25- 
member World Council of Churches consultation on Vietnam has reported. 


Member churches of the World Council are urged to influence their governments 
in helping to bring about a cease-fire in a country that has known 25 years 
of war. 


The consultation held last week in Paris heard 63 representatives of Vietnamese 
religious, political, economic and cultural life. 


It was convened at the request of the Council's Division of Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service to consider the churches' response to the human 
and social needs in Vietnam following a cease-fire. 


The report called on the World Council to direct its assistance to the re- 
newal of the Vietnamese community structure and the rebuilding of the 
economy, which has been "grossly distorted during the past years". 


The report recommended the World Council seriously consider working with 
all those who share a "common humanitarian interest" including the Buddhists 
and members of other religious communities. 


It recommended that the Vietnamese determine their needs, select the priorities 
and administer the programmes put into operation. 


An advisory group to maintain and develop contacts already made is also 
suggested. It is understood this group would keep in touch with Paris peace 
talks, the situation in Vietnam and advise the member churches of the World 
Council on possible initiatives. 


In the meantime it was announced that the proposed Co-ordinating Conference 
for Reconstruction in Vietnam has been postponed until the advisory group 
deems it timely. The conference was originally scheduled for October. 


EPS 
WORLD COUNCIL LEADER 
PLEADS FOR PEACE IN VIETNAM 
Geneva, October 15, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of 


the World Council of Churches, today sent identical cables to the leaders of 
the North Vietnamese and the American delegations at the Paris peace talks. 
The cables to His Excellency Xuan Thuy and to Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge 
said: 


"ON THIS DAY I PLEAD THAT YOU TAKE NEW INITIATIVES FOR IMMEDIATE 
CEASE-FIRE AND PEACE STOP 


EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 
GENERAL SECRETARY, 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES" 
EPS 
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CHURCHES AID FLOOD VICTIMS 
IN TUNISIA, ALGERIA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches announced here that West 
German Protestant churches had airlifted 5,000 blankets and 800 family- 
sized tents to flood victims in Tunisia following the Council's appeal to 
16 church agencies in Europe and North America. The airlift was undertaken 
by the airforce after approval by the Bonn government. . 


The British Council of Churches' relief and development agency Christian Aid 
forwarded US$4,800 and 64 tents for those displaced by the continuous rains. 
Inter-church Aid of Denmark contributed US$2,000. And Netherlands Inter- 
church Aid and the Wild Geese appeal are sending 1,000 blankets. 


The World Council sent its material aid officer, Mr. Helmut Reuschle, to 
Tunisia for consultation with the DICARWS representative there and with 
Red Crescent and government officials. He sought advice on possible WCC 
involvement in the reconstruction of the villages, bridges and roads 
devastated by the floods. 


Floods have claimed 425 lives and left 125,000 persons homeless. They are 
being housed in mosques, schools, aircraft hangars and tents. More than 
270 km of roads and 120 km of railroads were destroyed in what the Tunisian 
ambassador in Geneva called "the biggest catastrophe in the history of 
Tunisia. 


The World Council's appeal followed a request for immediate help from ‘the 
Tunisian Red Crescent after torrential rains between September 25-28 had 
inundated the regions of Sfax, Kairouan, Gafsa and the valley of Medjerda. 
Flood waters destroyed bridges and dams, isolating a number of areas, and 
disrupted all telegraph communication. Some 20% of Tunisia's livestock was 
carried away meaning that sheep will have to be imported to feed the popula- 
tion. 


Meanwhile the Roman Catholic "Prelate Nullius" of Tunis agreed with other 
church representatives on joint efforts in reconstruction and development 
projects in Tunisia. 


In Algeria, the Ministry of Social Affairs has called a meeting of all 
voluntary agencies working there. The latest figures available are. 10,000 
houses destroyed, leaving more than 100,000 persons homeless. A further | 
80,000 families have been affected by the floods. 


Inter-church Aid of Denmark has forwarded a planeload of blankets. The 
Mennonite Central Committee (USA) is sending blankets by ship and also 


authorized its Frankfurt office to purchase blankets for more immediate 
delivery. 


Mr. Reuschle will also visit Algeria and discuss with representatives of 
the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria the possible involvement of 
the World Council of Churches in relief and reconstruction work in the 
devastated areas. 

EPS 
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CONSULTATION OF US/USSR CHURCHMEN 
PRESSES FOR ARMS CONTROL TALKS 


St. Louis, Missouri, (EPS) -- The “absolute folly" of thinking that con- 
tinuing the spiralling arms race is a way of achieving world peace or even 
national security, was stressed by churchmen from the USSR and the USA 
attending a consultation on arms control here October 3-6. 


The delegation from the Soviet Union, headed by Bishop Vladimir Juvenaly, 
Russian Orthodox Bishop of Tula and Belev, also included representatives 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia and the Baptist Union of the USSR. 


The consultation on "Christian Concern for the Limitation and Reduction of 
Arms" was convened by Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, Department of International 
Affairs, National Council of Churches (USA), and Mgr. Marvin Bordelon, 
director, Division of World Justice and Peace, U.S. Catholic Conference. 


The delegations expressed keen interest in the forthcoming strategic arms 
limitation talks between their two countries. They voiced the hope that 
these would convene immediately and produce effective steps to de-escalate 
the arms race. 


Other topics given high priority were limitation of strategic weapons systems, 
such as the intercontinental ballistic missiles, anti-ballistic missiles and 
multiple independently targetted re-entry vehicles. A ban on underground 
nuclear tests and emplacement of nuclear weapons on the seabed was called for, 
as well as universal ratification and rapid implementation of the non-pro- 
liferation treaty and a ban on chemical and biological weapons. 


Numerous steps were suggested by which the churches might develop deeper 
awareness of the need for more effective actions by the UN and by which 
they might promote the cause of peace among members of their congregations. 


Discussion at the consultation centred on papers prepared by Prof. Arch- 
priest Livery Voronov, Mr. Alexy Buevsky, Prof. Vasily Saritchev and Pastor 
Ilia Orlov of the USSR; and Dr. Alan Geyer, Dr. Herbert Scoville and Dr. 
Vernon Ferwerda of the USA. 

EPS 


JOINT STUDY OF COMMON WITNESS, 

PROSELYTISM COMPLETED 

Zagorsk, USSR, (EPS) -- A report on Common Witness and Proselytism pre- 

pared by a joint commission of the World Council of Churches and the 

Roman Catholic Church has been completed and will be submitted to the Joint 
Working Group between the World Council and the Roman Catholic Church when it 


meets next May. 


The two-year study was completed by the joint commission when it met at 
the famous Russian Orthodox monastery here (September 29 to October <4 


The study was asked for by the Joint Working Group as a result of the com- 
parative study of relevant texts adopted on both sides. The member churches 


(more) 
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of the World Council had formulated and adopted a statement on Christian 
Witness, Proselytism and Religious Liberty in 1961 agreeing on certain 
lines of contact in their mutual relations; the Vatican Council had 
issued a declaration on religious liberty in 1965. It was felt that the 
possibility of arriving at a common text valid both for the World Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church should be explored. 


The commission was the guest of the Russian Orthodox Church and its members 
were given the opportunity to visit the city of Tashkent, a city which so 
far had not been visited by World Council delegations. The Orthodox com- 
munity of Tashkent, a town with a large Moslem majority, has four churches 
at its disposal. The delegation visited also the Baptist community and was 
received by the Mufti of Central Asia and Kasakhstan. 


The following participated in the meeting: 


Roman Catholic Father Jerome Hamer, Rome; the Rev. Father Christophe 

Church: Dumont, O.P., Rome; Father Pierre Duprey, P.B., Rome; 
Father Leonhard Kaufmann, Rome; Abbé Georges Mejia, 
Argentina; Father Thomas Stransky, C.S.P., Rome. 


World Council Dr. Lukas Vischer, Geneva; Prof. J.M. van der Linde, 
of Churches: Holland; Prof. Niels-Peter Moritzen, Germany; Father 
Vitaly Borovoy, Rev. Philip Potter, and Dr. John 
Zizioulas, Geneva. 
EPS 


20,000 ARMENIANS ATTEND BLESSING 
OF THE HOLY CHRISM AT ETCHMIADZIN 


Etchmiadzin, USSR, (EPS) -- More than 20,000 Armenians attended a ceremony 
here on October 5 when Catholicos Vasken I, the head of the Armenian Church, 
blessed the Holy Chrism in this traditional centre of the Armenian Church. 


The ceremony, which took place in the open air in front of the ancient 
cathedral, included 1,500 visitors from abroad to Soviet Armenia. It 

is a sign expressing the unity of the Armenian churches in Armenia and 
throughout the world. The Catholicos in a solemn ceremony blesses the 
Chrism (oil) which is used for performing baptism and ordinations during 
the next seven years. 


The oil which is prepared according to an old tradition is taken after the 
ceremony by all the bishops to their dioceses. 


Representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church, the Church of Georgia and 
the Roman Catholic Church were present as guests at these celebrations. 
The World Council of Churches was represented by Dr. Lukas Vischer and 
Dr. John Zizioulas. 


Prior to the ceremony Armenian bishops in communion with the See of Etch- 
miadzin had their synod at which they discussed a date for Easter common to 
all churches, the translation of the Bible into modern Armenian and the 
renewal of the liturgy especially of the sacraments. 

(more) 
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Catholicos Vasken who was elected in 1956 celebrated his 60th birthday on 
October 7 in a ceremony that proved the warm affection of Armenians towards 
him. 


The Armenian Church is today found in many countries. In Soviet Armenia 
it has about 60 priests with about 20 churches open for worship and a 
seminary with 60 students aged between 14 and 20. It is understood that 
the churches will publish in the near future 25,000 copies of the Gospels 
and the Acts of the Apostles in modern Armenian. 

EPS 


WORK STARTS ON COMMON ARABIC BIBLE 


Beirut, (EPS) -- A truly ecumenical effort to produce a new Arabic trans- 
lation of the Bible for all Christians got under way at Buummana outside 
Beirut with a three-week seminar the middle of September. Bishops, pastors, 
priests, professors and writers were among the nearly 50 persons of Roman 
Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox confession attending the seminar for 
translators sponsored by the United Bible Societies. They came from 
various parts of the Arab world. 


Lectures were given by staff of the Bible Societies who do translation 

work in Europe, Asia and Africa. These were designed to familiarize the 
participants with the most up-to-date techniques of Bible translation and 

to help them work towards a common understanding Of the character of the 

new Arabic translation. Particular attention was paid to finding a vocab- 
ulary acceptable alike to people from Syria and Sudan, from Morocco and Iraq. 


At the end of the seminar plans were laid for establishing small translation 
teams in different parts of the Arab world. A central committee will co- 
ordinate their work. Translation will begin simultaneously on the Old and 
New Testaments. It is hoped that portions of the New Testament will be 
published even before the whole appears. 


A number of church dignitaries visited the seminar or expressed their support 
by letter. 


"This is an achievement for which the Christians of the Arab East have 
waited with longing", wrote Patriarch Maximus V (Hakim), the Greek Catholic 
patriarch. "We hope that this translation will be the first practical step 
towards that full unity which the Lord has ordained as a precondition for 
the whole world's belief in Him." 


The Rev. Albert Isteero, Father Sami Kuri, Rev. Faiz Sakhnini and other 
representatives of Protestant and Orthodox churches in Lebanon took part 


in several seminar sessions. 


Mgr. Joseph Khoury, Maronite Archbishop of Tyre, and Mgr. Eustace Smith, 


Apostolic Vicar in Lebanon visited the seminar. 
EPS 
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS VOTE 
JOINT PROJECT WITH CATHOLICS 


Hilversum, Netherlands, (EPS) -- The role that Christian mass media could 
play in nation-building is the subject of a study proposed by the one-year- 
old World Association for Christian Communication when its Central Committee 
met here last week. 


Together with the Lutheran World Federation, the WACC voted to approach 
German Protestant churches to support a one-year study of communication 
needs in two areas of Asia and Africa. 


The study would examine the importance of mass communications to development 
of the "whole man" and would involve local churches as fully as possible. 


In a second action the Central Committee agreed to a joint communications 
training programme with the international Roman Catholic organization UNDA 
(Latin word meaning "wave'"). Liaison representatives will be exchanged with 
the Catholic group and a standing committee established to review joint 
pilot projects in training. With the assistance of UNESCO, the WACC and 
UNDA will publish a comprehensive list of training and job possibilities. 


Among specific actions the WACC meeting encouraged its department of church- 
related communication to consider support for a joint Protestant-Catholic 
training centre in Yaounde for French-speaking Africa, and to examine the 
possibility of a similar centre with the Caribbean Committee for Joint 
Christian Action. 


WACC will co-operate with the Christian Literature Fund, an affiliate of 
the World Council of Churches, on a communications programme in the 
Pacific islands. 

EPS 


EUROPEAN YOUTH SECRETARIES WILL 
ENCOURAGE THREE-PRONGED DIALOGUE 


Bastad, Sweden, (EPS) -- Dialogue between Christian youth leaders of Eastern 
and Western Europe and increasing contacts between younger Orthodox and non- 
Orthodox churchmen will be encouraged by the newly formed Ecumenical Youth 
Council in Europe. ; 


Youth secretaries from churches in 14 countries, attending the first annual 
meeting of the council here October 7-11, appointed as secretary for a three- 
year period Mr. Piet Bouman, 31, of Belgium. At first he will work half time. 


The delegates discussed the theme "New Styles of Living" after hearing 
presentations by Prof. Josef Smolik of Prague and Mrs. Birgit Rodhe of Malmo, 
Sweden, as well as two young Swedish theologians, Sven Astrand and Per Frostin. 


A third group with whom the youth secretaries agreed to encourage dialogue 
are far-out ecumenical groups concerned with the issue of development. 


An Executive Committee elected by the council includes: Foster Murphy (U.K.), 
chairman; Rev. F. Giampiccoli (Italy), D. Gutsch (DDR), Rev. P.O. Nisser 


(Sweden), Rev. K. Trusina (Czechoslovakia)... 


No. 36 - 16th October, 1969 9 


COMMON THEOLOGICAL STATEMENT 
SOUGHT FOR WEST GERMAN CHURCHES 


Tutzing, Germany, (EPS) -- The United Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Germany (VELKD) has called on other Evangelical churches in West Germany 

to work out a joint theological statement which confesses their mutual 
understanding of the gospel in the light of "today's ideological and heret- 
ical challenges". 


The starting point for such theological discussions should be the Augsburg 
Confession, the General Synod of the VELKD meeting here last week stated. 


The Synod expressed the hope that the production of a common theological 
statement would draw the churches together in such a way that it would serve 
as a first step towards one Evangelical church with full pulpit and altar 
fellowship. Such a church should not be a centralized super-church but one 
open for the pluralism of gifts and tasks represented by the present German 
churches, it was stated. 


"The task of the Church demands closer co-operation of all Evangelical 
churches, closer than has so far been possible in the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKD)", the General Synod stated. 


The Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) has expressed a readiness to 
discuss the proposal for theological discussions. 
EPS 


ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC PERMANENT COMMISSION 


London, (EPS) -- A Permanent Joint Commission between the Anglican communion 
and the Roman Catholic Church has been formed to put into effect a programme 
developed by the previous Joint Preparatory Commission. 


The Preparatory Commission's report was never officially published, but last 
November it was revealed in London that the commission had made concrete 
proposals for continuation of its work on such subjects as a common declara- 
tion of faith between Catholics and Anglicans, liturgical problems, co- 
ordinated action on urgent human issues and moral theology. 


Co-chairmen of the permanent group are the Rt. Rev. H.R. McAdoo, Anglican 
Bishop of Ossory, Ferns and Leighlin, and the Rt. Rev. Alan Clark, Roman 
Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Northampton. Co-secretaries are the Rev. 

Canon J.R. Satterthwaite, Church of England Council on Foreign Relations, 

and the Very Rev. Canon W. Purdy, Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 


Unity. 


The commission will meet once a year but may set up sub-commissions to make 
special studies. First meeting will be at Windsor, England, January 9-15,1970. 
EPS 
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TRIBUTE PAID TO HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 


New York, (EPS) -- Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick "guided the American churches 
into the 20th century" by helping to bridge the gap between faith and rapid 
scientific-technological development, said Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, general 
secretary of the National Council of Churches (USA), in paying tribute to 
the famed: clergyman who died October 5 at the age of 91. 


Dr. Fosdick had retired in 1946 as minister of the interdenominational, inter- 
racial Riverside Church in New York City. He was widely known as an apostle 
of theological liberalism, a pioneer ecumenist, a national radio preacher, 
hymn writer and author of some 40 books. Through his published sermons and 
his courses at. Union Theological Seminary he left his mark on the style of 
almost every American Protestant preacher. 


"He was a most. persuasive spokesman for Christian unity at a time when 
denominational rivalries were still rife", commented Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
retired executive secretary of the U.S. Conference for the World Council of 
Churches. "He was an ecumenical spirit long before the word ‘ecumenical’ 

came into. common use," 


A key figure in the struggle between liberals and fundamentalists, Dr. Fosdick 
concentrated in his sermons and writings on the divinity of Christ, the 
doctrine of immortality and the concept of "God's indwelling presence in the 
world and in man". 


"For me", he wrote, "the essence of Christianity is incarnate in the personal- 
ity of the Master...and the principles of life's conduct which Jesus of 
Nazareth exhibited." 


Among his most influential works were The Meaning of Prayer, On Being a 
Real Person, and The Living of These Days. 


EPS 
ECUMENICAL YOUTH CENTRE PROPOSED 
BY CONGO CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS 
Kinshasa, Congo, (EPS) -- As an expression of the churches' concern for 


youth, the Protestant and the Roman Catholic churches in Kimpese will open 
an ecumenical social centre providing opportunities for healthy recreation, 
vocational training and literacy instruction for young people. Here they 
will also learn to play their part in community development. 


The programme will include a whole range of activities - recreative, social 
and religious. Current social problems will be discussed. In this way the 
centre hopes to interest the parents in social changes caused by the national 
revolution. 


The centre expects to start work with student volunteers, especially those 
with experience in Christian youth movements. If funds permit, a trained 
youth director could be engaged. The courses would be given by qualified 
teachers paid by the central government. 

EPS 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE'S MIDEAST STATEMENT CRITICIZED 


Racine, Wisconsin, (EPS) -- A World Council of Churches' Committee on the 
Church and the Jewish People examined here the recent statements of the 
Council's Central Committee on the crisis in the Middle East and similar 
Statements by other church bodies. In a report which will go to the World 
Council's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, the Racine meeting said 
the statements frequently overlooked issues which loom large in the minds 
of many people throughout the world, "and we think it our duty to draw 
attention to them". 


1. The refusal by many to accept the right of existence of the State 

of Israel creates a very real fear that the continued conflict is a 
struggle for survival; this fear is heightened by memories of the holo- 
caust, the traumatic effects of which cannot be ignored. 


2. We realize that part of the difficulty in understanding the right of 
the existence of the State of Israel is the failure to grasp the signifi- 
cance of the historical link and the ongoing and continuous presence of 
Jews in "Palestine". 


3. If it is right, as we affirm, that the plight of the Arab refugees 
must be taken seriously, then the reality of Jewish refugees from Middle 
Eastern countries, the plight of Jews who are not permitted to leave 
them and the Israeli civilian victims of the present conflict cannot 

be ignored. 


The committee affirmed that it is for the welfare of both parties to the con- 
flict in the Middle East that no preconditions or unnegotiable issues be laid 
down by any involved which impede the way to peace. 


The committee's report will be discussed at the next meeting of the Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism, which meets in Geneva during December. 
EPS 


DR. BLAKE COMMENTS ON MIDEAST CRITICISMS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Responding to recent criticisms of the World Council of 
Churches' position on the Middle East at the Church and Jewish People 
Advisory Committee in Racine, Wisconsin, USA, and at the Consultation on — 
the Palestinian Refugee Problem in Cyprus Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches,made the following statement: 


"With such a diverse membership in the World Council of Churches it is not 
surprising that the Council's advisory committee on the Church and Jewish 
People recently meeting in the USA took the Council's own policy-making 
Central Committee statement at Canterbury to task saying it lacked a clear 
understanding of the Jewish side of the story in the Middle East crisis. 


"Such criticism from one of our own advisory committees shows not only the 
diversity of opinion with the 235 member churches of the WCC but portrays the 
weakness and the strength of the ecumenical movement. Against a logical 
rationale the churches continue to be unified through their diversity. 


(more) 
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"This paradox is seen when the Council's other committee on refugees looks 
at the same situation and says: 


'There is growing awareness of the reality of a Palestinian community, 
and manifestation of a Palestinian identity as shown, for example, in 
the Palestine liberation movement. Awareness of this Palestinian 
identity may be a first step towards the redress of the injustices done 
to the Palestinians.’ 


"To both the casual and passionate observer this sounds more like double talk, 
but the Council's own record over its 21 years points to the contrary. Its 
practical help throughout the years to the Palestinian refugee problem and to 
Jewish refugees from European countries has shown that it makes no distinc- 
tion in race, colour or creed when people are in need. It accepts the pre- 
mise that its membership is broad based and that through the process of 

debate to a consensus it can look at a problem, offer its advice and practical 
help - as it has in the.Middle East affair. 


"The statement of the meeting at Racine in USA will not please many pro-Arab 
thinking Christians. But neither will the statement of the Cyprus Consulta- 
tion on the Palestinian Refugee Programme please many pro-Jewish Christians. 


"Such statements while clearly showing how various Christian thinking is, 
are only advice to the World Council and not official policy statements as 
some protagonists have already said they are." 


EPS 
BROAD U.S. SUPPORT FOR VIETNAM 
MORATORIUM SHOWS DESIRE FOR PEACE 
New York, (EPS) -- Hundreds of thousands of Americans turned out in cities, 


towns and villages across the United States on October 15 to protest against 
their nation's continued involvement in the Vietnam War in which nearly 
40,000 U.S. servicemen have died. 


The largest anti-war protest in American history ended with candlelight 
processions in Washington, New York and other major cities. Incidents of 
violence were few. Mrs. Coretta King, widow of the slain civil rights leader, 
led the procession from the Washington Monument to the White House. 


What was planned originally as a student protest against the war spread far 
beyond the campus as senators, state governors, mayors and professional 
people in many parts of the country supported the move to suspend business 
as usual and to discuss the war and means to peace. Churches held memorial 
services for Vietnam dead, schools and colleges cancelled classes or 
scheduled teach-ins or rallies and discussions. 


In Boston, Senator Edward Kennedy called on President Nixon to announce an 
irrevocable decision to remove U.S. combat troops from Vietnam within a year, 
and air and support forces by the end of 1972. Other senators who made 
speeches around the country included George McGovern and Eugene McCarthy. 
In New York, Republican Mayor John Lindsay asked firms to fly their flags 
at half-mast and churches to toll their bells every hour. Two masses for 
peace were celebrated at St. Patrick's Cathedral. 

EPS 
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News Focus 


A REFORMED POPE OR CHRISTIAN OMBUDSMAN? 
by Walter J. Hollenweger 


(Dr. Walter Hollenweger, an ordained minister of the Swiss 
Reformed Church and Secretary for Evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches, takes a fresh look at the Reformation. ) 


The Pope has visited Geneva. Television, radio and 800 journalists broadcast 
this event to the world...millions watched the Pope driving through the empty 
streets of Calvin's city, being received with polite interest in the offices 

of the International Labour Organization, exchanging an address of greeting 
with officials of the Canton of Geneva and praying in the Ecumenical Centre 
together with a layman from India, Mr. M.M. Thomas, the WCC Central Committee's 
chairman; with a Methodist laywoman from Great Britain, Miss Pauline Webb, 
vice-chairman; with one of his own cardinals and with the general secretary 
of the World Council, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake. 


The Pope made it clear that he looked on this visit as official acknowledgement 
of many hitherto semi-official contacts between Orthodox, Protestant and Roman 
Catholic Christians. But he made it equally clear that his name was Peter, 
implying with this sentence that he was not prepared to give up the age-long 
claim of the Roman Catholic Church to represent the universal Church in an 
outstanding way. 


Does this visit mean an acceleration of the bridge-building process between 
the "separated brothers"? Will they celebrate Reformation Sunday together? 
The truth is, this is already happening. 


It has become almost customary in many churches in Germany, Switzerland and 
the Netherlands to invite a Roman Catholic priest to preach on Reformation 
Sunday on the topic of reformation. The search for "reformation today", for 
a church that is better equipped for its common task, is common to both Roman 
Catholics and Protestants. 


Some of the reforms within the Dutch Catholic Church have gone beyond the 
consequences that many Protestant churches have drawn from their Reformation 
confession. Full participation of laymen in theological and ecclesiological 
debates has reached a point where even the present shape of papal supremacy is 
questioned. Intercommunion does not mean merely eucharistic fellowship between 
two churches; common involvement with the social. and political struggles of 
the world is the focus of the eucharistic liturgy. Ecumenical Christian pro- 
grammes are prepared for the mass media not to achieve confessional balance 

but as a refreshing expression of unity in pluralism. 


What then hinders full fellowship between Roman Catholics and non-Catholics? 


1. Reformation and renewal of the Church is a Western concept and thus 
common to Roman Catholics and Protestants, but very much less common 
between the Western and the Eastern churches. The "reformation question", 


(more) 
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which unites Roman Catholics and Protestants, divides them at the 
same time from the Orthodox churches. An ecclesta semper reformanda, 
a church which has continually to reform herself, is difficult to 
conceive in Eastern thought patterns. 


2. Both in the Protestant and the Roman Catholic churches the differences 
within have become stronger than the differences over against the other 
denomination. While this has been common to Protestant churches since 
at least the beginning of this century, the Roman Catholic Church is 
just beginning to consider what this could mean for the unity of the 
Church. There are Roman Catholic leaders who think that the unity of 
the Church does not depend on the unity of a liturgy and theology, but 
others fear that pluralism in theology and liturgy might destroy the 
unity of the Roman Catholic Church altogether. 


3. If pluralism is accepted as not necessarily a contradiction of the unity 
of the Church, there is no theological obstacle to the search for 
common unity. 


Protestants had to get accustomed to a unity in pluralism, because the Reforma- 
tion had not just one root. Zwingli and Calvin started from different questions 
than Luther's. Luther asked the important question of his day from the view- 
point of a mediaeval Augustinian monk. His question was therefore: How can 
sinful man become just in God's sight? It was this question that led him to 

the great discovery of God's unconditional grace in Romans 1:17. 


But Zwingli's question was asked in a different world. In the Swiss city of 
Zurich he had to ask: How can God's will be done in a sinful republic and by 
sinful man? This led him to discover that risking the impossible, putting 

his whole trust in God, was not only the way by which a man could become just 
in God's eyes, but was also the only way in which the social and economic 
policy of a state should be guided. Whether Luther's sola gratta (whole trust 
in the Lord in order to risk the impossible) could be applied on the political 
level has been a subject of debate ever since the Reformation. 


But the time had come when the two concepts had to find an expression of unity 
despite their different theologies. One of the outstanding instruments for 
expressing this unity was the World Council of Churches. Yet the Roman 
Catholic and the Orthodox churches developed other ways for unity. They 
express their catholicity through a common celebration that transcends the 
differences of their theologies. For this common celebration one needs common 
celebrants, which is one reason for needing a unified priesthood. 


This is also the reason why a number of Protestants and Orthodox see the 
possibility of some kind of a pope. But not a pope who speaks ex cathedra, 
but one who has deliberately no ecclesiastical, juridical and financial power 
like the Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras. A pope who is a kind of 
Ombudsman in the Church, like the Baptist Martin Luther King; a pope whose 
only authority lies in his spiritual authority as was the case of John XXIII 
in the eyes of non-Catholics; a pope whose power lies in his ability to be 
ecumenically informed as is the Archbishop of Canterbury. This pope would not 
be an administrator like the General Secretary of the WCC, nor the representa- 
tive of one church or of one party within the church. He would be a sign of 
the Church which is yet to come, in which unity in pluralism is celebrated 
and believed. 

EPS 
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Special Report 


POLAND FOUR YEARS AFTER THE VATICAN COUNCIL 


by Tatiana Athanasiadis 
WCC Staff Writer 


Addressing a press conference in Warsaw in May, Abbot Pedro Arrupe, General 
of the Jesuits, said the new spirit of Catholicism was seen in Poland in 
spite of the predominantly traditional forms of piety there, and will 
certainly be felt more strongly in future. 


One cannot fail to see these traditional forms of piety among Polish Christians. 
Every second person in Poland is a practising Roman Catholic. Even when no 
services are going on, little groups are praying in front of the altars in 
many churches. The walls around the altar are hung with hundreds of little 
hearts made of lead, crosses and similar objects, which the believers offer 
to the Mother of God to express their gratitude for the granting of a request. 
A large number of shops sell crucifixes, pictures of the Madonna, rosaries 

and other objects of devotion. Every year thousands and thousands of people 
from all over Poland go on pilgrimage to Tschenstochau, the centre of 
mariology in Poland, where there is the original icon of the Black Madonna 
(the patron saint of the Polish nation). 


These forms of piety are no longer adequate for one section of Polish 
Catholicism which may be less representative and which is not undisputed - 
mainly students and the intelligentsia. This section takes up political 
commitment. The "Christian Social Association", "Pax" and "Znak" are rep- 
resented in parliament by 13 deputies altogether. In general, these groups 
approve the social aims of the state, but they reject the Marxist ideology. 
One representative of the "Christian Social Association" stressed that the 
Association also criticizes the hierarchy on social questions, but that it 
certainly does not oppose the Church as an institution, not seeking to shake 
it through protest movements. The Association finances its own activities 
which include publications and cultural activities by making and selling 
objects of devotion. Sixty per cent of the net proceeds go to the state. 
The Association has had no contact with the Primate of Poland for four years; 
but through the Association and other similar "groups of intellectuals" the 
way is opening for a conversation with Protestant laymen. 


The ecumenical movement in Poland is growing from the congregations upwards, 
stated a visitor to Poland some time ago. In fact, contacts between Roman 
Catholics and minority Christians exist mainly on the level of the local 
churches, between the junior clergy, and through groups like the "Christian 
Social Association". There are no official contacts and much prejudice still 
exists against the minority churches especially in the rural districts. 


"The Vatican Council certainly improved the situation to some extent, but 
the weight of history is still felt today", said Bishop D. Niewieczerzal 

of the Reformed Church. Bishop Bazyli of the Orthodox Church said his own 
church is no longer branded as "the Church of the Czars", but is recognized 
as "the Early Church". However, the Orthodox are very critical of the 
traditional attitude of the Roman Catholic Church. The Orthodox say that 
the official policy of the Roman Catholic hierarchy is still characterized 


(more) 
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by the slogan "back to Rome", that the more enlightened Roman Catholic 
priests and laity have no influence, and that the problem of proselytism 

is still a crucial one. Bishop Bazyli also referred to the "paradoxical" 
situation with regard to the sacraments. He said since the Orthodox 
sacraments had been recognized by the Vatican Council, many Latin Catholics 
attend the Orthodox liturgy and receive the Communion in both forms. But 
this is not permitted to the Byzantine Catholics united with Rome. 


The question most frequently asked of the visitor from Geneva is about the 
relations with Rome "at the highest level". This development is followed 
with scepticism, and people are asking what "advantages" will it entail for 
the minority churches. People are afraid that the Roman Catholic Church 
might exploit its co-operation with or its possible membership in the World 
Council of Churches as a means of enforcing its centuries-old claims to 
hegemony. How does the World Council interpret the words "We are Peter'' used 
by the Pope in his address at the Ecumenical Centre on June 10? This 
question was asked even at the State Department for Church Affairs, where 
criticism of the Polish hierarchy is strongest. 


The hierarchy is being criticized point-blank for its political activities 
and for the role played by the Roman Catholic Church in the past history 
of Poland. The present régime regards this as an anomaly. 


At the press conference in Warsaw Pedro Arrupe not only advocated a 
normalization of the relationship between Church and State; he also urged 
interconfessional co-operation "in the interest of full mutual understanding". 
He expressed the hope that this co-operation "will one day lead to that unity 
which we all desire - especially the Holy Father". 


The example of ecumenical co-operation given at the international level 


may some day help to reduce the tension in Poland. 
EPS 
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NEW FAITH AND ORDER STUDY 
GOES "BEYOND INTERCOMMUNION" 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Faith and Order Commission's first attempt since the 
Uppsala Assembly to re-examine the thorny issue of eucharistic fellowship 
between divided churches has resulted in a study paper titled "Beyond Inter- 
communion". This appears in the issue of Study Encounter which came off 

the press this week. 


The paper was produced by a consultation held in Geneva in March 1969 and was 
viewed by the Faith and Order Working Committee at its Canterbury meeting 
August 4-8 (EPS No. 29). 


Two contrasting positions on the question are examined. Some churches see 
the Eucharist as the sign of the unity once given. Others see it as a means 
of restoring that unity. The study recognizes that both positions are 
"largely right, paradoxical as that may sound" and seeks to discover how 
this can be understood and practised. 


The core of the argument is a new exposition of the communal character of the 
Eucharist, an element which drew little attention in earlier studies on the 
subject. The Eucharist is understood as a living symbol of the true human 
community created in Christ. The celebration of the Eucharist not only makes 
manifest the healing powers of Christ in our present separated state, but at 
the same time marks the goal of the Church's mission in the world. 


The commission suggests a change in terminology. "Communion" is reserved for 

the full unity still to be achieved, and terms like limited, general or recip- 
rocal admission are used to refer to those cases where a church in celebrating 
the Eucharist admits to the table members of other churches. 


Noting that the Eucharist has both a universal and a local character, the- 
study says emphasis on the local can be dangerous but, on the other hand, 
those who have emphasized a universal discipline are aware “how rigid and 
repressive this can seem". 


"For expressing the unity of the Church a universal discipline of eucharistic 
practice is neither necessary nor desirable", the study paper states. "At 

a time when most forms of authority are suspect, co-responsibility and 
participation are the order of the day. Such terms usefully suggest the 
context of diverse commitments within which some form of authority alone 
appears authentic", it is stated. 


EPS 
ANGLICAN CANON TAKES COMMUNION 
AT METHODIST CHURCH 
Canterbury, England, (EPS) -- Canon Herbert Waddams of Canterbury Cathedral 


(Anglican) received Communion in St. Peter's Methodist Church here on 
October 19. 


Preaching at the morning service, the Anglican cleric said: ''The impasse in 
the matter of Anglican/Methodist unity proposals has caused me to change my 
mind in this important matter of sacramental fellowship. I have come to the 
settled conviction that we ought to encourage such acts of fellowship rather 
than discourage them as in the past." 


(more) 
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The Church of England, according to Canon Waddams, has never laid down any 
rules as to its members joining in the sacramental acts of other churches. 
It was left to the conscience of the individual member to decide. 


He said that so long as he was persuaded that "holding back from sacramental 
fellowship seemed to be urging people forward to closer unity", he could 
justify not taking the Eucharist with members of other communions. 


"But I have now come to the conclusion this is no longer the case, and it 
is the duty of those who see things in this new light to abandon the attitudes 
hitherto adopted." 


He said: "Christians, especially those like us who have so much of their 
history in common, who are at one in their beliefs about the saving acts of 
God in Christ...ought to join together in mutual fellowship at the Lord's 
Table, at least from time to time." 


He proposed that the best way of building up a relationship between Anglicans 
and Methodists is for such action to be initiated and encouraged in all local 
situations where it can be done. 


EPS 
WCC'S POSITION ON CHURCH 
SCHISM OUTLINED 
Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 


Council of Churches, has clarified the World Council's position with respect 
to churches faced by internal strife. 


"Tt is obvious", he said, "that when there is a schism or a potential schism 
in a member church, the World Council of Churches takes no position support- 
ing the schismatic group. Nor does its official relationship with the 
authorities of the church necessarily imply World Council support for the 
position taken by those authorities on an internal church matter. The Council 
is, however, always willing to take initiatives for mediation should the 
opportunity arise." 


He made this statement apropos the death in Baghdad, Iraq, of Patriarch Mar 
Thoma Darmo, who was elected in 1968 by a fraction of the Church of the East 
which in so doing rejected the authority of the hereditary Patriarch Mar Eshai 
Schimun, whose residence is in the United States. 


The Iraqi and Indian members of the Church of the East alone seem to have 
recognized Mar Thoma Darmo as their leader. The Church of the East, the 
national church of the Assyrian people, has members in Syria, Iraq, Iran, 


Lebanon, India and the U.S. 
EPS 
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DISSIDENT BAPTISTS WARNED 
BY SOVIET OFFICIAL 


Moscow, (EPS) -- The Soviet Government has warned dissident Baptists to 
cease provocative activities and obey the law on religious organizations 
or face continued tough action in the courts. 


Mr. Vladimir Kuroyedov, chairman of the government's Council for Religious 
Affairs, issued his warning in an article in the newspaper Izvestia, 
ostensibly prompted by readers' questions. 


It was one of the toughest and broadest attacks seen here on the group known 
as Initiative Baptists, which broke away from the officially recognized 
Evangelical Christian Baptist Church in 1961. 


Under Soviet law, which guarantees a certain amount of religious freedom, all 
religious organizations must be given state permission to conduct their affairs. 


Mr. Kuroyedov charged that the Initiative Baptists "are trying to stop 
believers from registering their organizations with state organs, and 
frightening regular Baptists by telling them that registration of religious 
organizations leads straight to hell". 


Such activity, he said, was in direct contravention of Soviet law, and its 
perpetrators were being brought to order by the courts. 


Mr. Kuroyedov concluded: "If the Initiative Baptists condemn their own 
provocative activities and carry out all the requirements of the laws on 
religious cults, then they, like other believers of their faiths, will be 
granted all possibilities for the normal functioning of their groups. 


"If this does not happen, organs of Soviet power will continue to conduct a 
struggle against the law-breakers and strictly cut short their anti-social 
BELL L Cy cs 


Mr. Kuroyedov's article appears at the time when the All Baptist Union is 
preparing for its next triennial congress to be held in December. Similar 
congresses were in 1963 and 1966. Several hundred participants are expected. 
Various problems will be discussed but as at previous congresses the agenda 
will also include the unity of the Baptist community in the USSR. Attempts 
are being made to restore the unity with the Initiative Group. Two of its 
leaders, the pastors Vins and Krouchkov, have recently been released from 
prison. They were arrested in 1966. 


EPS 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX LEADER 
CONFERS WITH POPE PAUL 
Vatican City, (EPS) -- Pope Paul VI received in audience Metropolitan Nicodin, 


chairman of the Department of External Church Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate. 


No reason was given for the papal audience. The metropolitan was received as 
the personal representative of Patriarch Alexei of Moscow and all Russia. A 


(more) 
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Vatican spokesman said that the meeting could signify further improvement 
in relations between the Catholic and Russian Orthodox churches. 


Metropolitan Nicodim was on a pilgrimage in Italy. He visited Naples to 
see the place where St. Janvier, the city's patron saint, rests. He also 
called on Cardinal Corrado Urai, Catholic archbishop of Naples, and the 
archimandrite of the Greek Orthodox Church. 


EPS 
CANADA TO APPOINT VATICAN 
AMBASSADOR OVER OBJECTIONS 
Toronto, (EPS) -- A leading Canadian Protestant expressed disappointment upon 


learning that the Canadian Government had decided to exchange ambassadors with 
the Vatican. 


Dr. Ernest E. Long, secretary of the United Church of Canada's General Council, 
said: "This makes me wonder how seriously the government took the statements 
that it requested early in the year."" He referred to the fact that the Prime 
Minister had asked for expressions of opinion on the subject, and the General 
Council issued a statement on April 1 opposing the appointment. 


Reasons for opposition are two-fold. Said the Council: "We support the 
widening and strengthening of the capabilities of Canada's external affairs 
posts throughout the world so they may maintain useful contact with inter- 
national church bodies and other social and institutional groupings. We 
cannot support a formal diplomatic appointment to the Vatican or any other 
international ecclesiastical headquarters, since such a step would be damaging 
to ecumenical and cultural partnerships in Canada, and is not required for 
Canada to secure the fullest and most helpful contacts with church bodies 
throughout the world." 

EPS 


POVERTY, ROMAN CATHOLIC RELATIONS 
HEAD CANADIAN COUNCIL'S DOCKET 


Toronto, (EPS) -- At its triennial assembly next month the Canadian Council 
of Churches will hear proposals to expand its work with the Canadian Catholic 
Conference. Joint projects are already going on in the areas of poverty, 
mixed marriages, baptism and religion in the national parks. 


The 10 member churches in the council have appointed 130 delegates to the 
Montreal assembly from across Canada. Another 40 fraternal delegates and 
observers will come from the National Council of Churches (USA), the World 
Council of Churches, the Roman Catholic Church, the Armenian Apostolic Church 


and other Christian organizations. 


Approximately half of the four-day meeting will be spent in four sections 
studying poverty in Canada, world development, the future of the faith and 


the French/English communication issue. 
EPS 
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FATHER DUNNE OF SODEPAX HONOURED 


Chicago, Illinois, (EPS) -- Father George H. Dunne, S.J., secretary of the 
Joint Committee on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX) between the 
World Council of Churches and the Holy See, has been awarded the degree of 
Doctor of Laws by Loyola University in Chicago. 


He was cited for “his contributions in the fields of international relations 
and social justice in the cause of Christian unity and the unity of all 
mankind". 


Noting that Dr. Dunne's first commitment in international affairs was as a 
missionary in China from 1933 to 1936, the citation recalls that when the 
communist domination of China prevented his return to that post, he pursued 
doctoral studies at the University of Chicago. From 1946 until 1959 he 
taught at Loyola University of Los Angeles, the University of Santa Clara 
and the Instituto Storico in Rome. He was assistant to the president of 
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. from 1961 to 1967, directing the 
Peace Corps Training Programme there. 


Renowned for his work in the field of social justice, Dr. Dunne has written 
many articles on political and social problems especially racism. The best 
known titled "The Sin of Segregation" has been reprinted in several anthol- 
ogies. His play "Trial by Fire", an interracial documentary, has been 
performed in Europe, New York and Chicago. His book Generation of Giants 
was a Catholic Book of the Month selection in 1962. 


Dr. Dunne began his ecumenical service in Geneva in January 1968. 


EPS 
ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE DIRECTOR 
INSTALLED BY ATHENS UNIVERSITY 
Athens, (EPS) -- Prof. Nikos Nissiotis has been installed by the Faculty of 


Theology of the University of Athens as one of its permanent professors. He 

will, however, continue in his capacity as director of the Ecumenical 

Institute at Bossey near Geneva and as an associate general secretary of the 

World Council of Churches. Since 1965 Dr. Nissiotis has held a temporary 

appointment, as professor of the philosophy of religion at the Athens institution. 
EPS 


SWEDISH DISARMAMENT SPECIALIST 
GIVEN CHURCH AFFAIRS POST 


Stockholm, (EPS) -- With the elevation of Mr. Olof Palme to the premiership 
of Sweden, his position as Minister of Church Affairs has been given to Mrs. 
Alva Myrdal, who has been a helpful adviser to the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs in her former capacity as Minister for Disarmament. 


Mrs. Myrdal was one of two Swedish government officials who attended the opening 
session of the World Council's Fourth Assembly in Uppsala in July 1968. . 


In addition to her new duties as church minister, Mrs. Myrdal will be Assistant 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Disarmament, as well as chairman of the 
government’s Committee for Church/State Relations. 

EPS 
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ARCHBISHOP SEES COLOURED 
OPPOSED TO APARTHEID 


Cape Town, (EPS) -- The Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, the Most Rev. Robert 
Selby Taylor, has called for a national convention of all white and coloured 


parties in South Africa where coloured people could freely discuss their 
destiny. 


Speaking at the 47th session of the diocesan synod here, the archbishop said 
the architects of apartheid were only able to experience the effects of their 
policy from a comfortable distance. They only see how that policy works from 
the "right side" of the apartheid line, he added. 


The recent election for the Coloured Persons Representative Council was one 
of the first opportunities those compelled to live on the "wrong side" of the 
line have had to express their views on how this policy worked out in 
practice, he said. 


"As I interpret the election results, the voters have shown convincingly that 
they are opposed to the policy of apartheid", Archbishop Taylor said. "If 
there is any doubt about this, then let the government give the coloured 
people an opportunity of expressing their view through a referendum." 


In the election for the Coloured Persons Representative Council held September 
24, the anti-apartheid labour party won 26 seats, against 14 won by the com- 
bined pro-apartheid parties. But the government nominated its own representa- 
tives to 20 other seats. 

EPS 


MASSACHUSETTS CHURCHES SEEK 
$1 MILLION FOR BLACK PEOPLE 


Boston, (EPS) -- The sum of $1 million is being sought by the Massachusetts 
Conference of the United Church of Christ to support programmes of the 
Massachusetts Black Ecumenical Commission to meet the needs of black people. 


Most of the money is expected to come from the invested assets of the con- 
ference, which now total $4 million. 


Some significant cutbacks in its operating budget and a re-definition of 
programme priorities of the conference will have to be made in the next two 
years if the $1 million goal is to be attained. 


The 26—-member board of directors of the conference said it would give the 
funds to the Massachusetts Black Ecumenical Commission "for management, 
control, distribution and use as they in their discretion shall deem 
appropriate to the needs and situation of black people". 


The conference, composed of 531 churches with 190,000 members, will have to 
approve the grant at its next meeting. 


If implemented, this is expected to be the largest grant by a predominantly 
white church body at either national, state or local level, to a black 


organization existing outside the funding Of SERA EES ai 
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ONE DAY'S PAY ASKED 
BY CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 


Edinburgh, (EPS) -- Church of Scotland members are being asked to give a 
day's pay-on November 30,°St. Andrew's Day, as an "emergency contribution! 
towards world development. ‘Money raised will go to a series of projects 
in developing countries through Christian Aid, the British Council of 
Churches' relief and development agency. 


1 


The request for "a day's pay'' came from this year's General Assembly which 
had the claims of the developing countries strongly brought to its attention 
through committee reports and, more dramatically, through a petition from 
three young people in Arbroath, led by Mrs. Mary McKelvie, a housewife and 
mother of three children. 


The church had been concerned for the underdeveloped areas of the world for 
many years but the latest impetus stems from the Fourth Assembly of the 

World Council of Churches held at Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968. The World Council 
stressed the need for aid to developing countries and called on member 
churches to participate in the provision of such aid. 


The young petitioners from Arbroath, who were encouraged to take action on 
world poverty as a result of a Christian youth conference in Edinburgh, asked 
the Church of Scotland to investigate its financial priorities in order to 
give more overseas aid and to experiment with new ways of teaching church 
members the facts about reasons for world poverty. 


Thirdly, they asked as an emergency action and as "an act of sacrificial 
giving" that church members donate one day's pay for Christian Aid on 
St. Andrew's Day. 


While the longer-term proposals concerning church finance are being con= 
sidered for next year's assembly, the plan for giving "one day's pay" is 
going ahead. 

3 EPS 


GERMAN STUDY ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS HIT 


Frankfurt, (EPS) -- A study on conscientious objection prepared by two 
senior army chaplains and a committee appointed by the Ministry of Defence 
has come under attack from the Protestant Association for the Care of Con- 
scientious Objectors and from Prdses Joachim Beckman, secretary for C.O. 
affairs in the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


The study proposes that soldiers who have scruples against bearing arms no 
longer be permitted to do civil service but be formed into special army units 
for non-combatant duties. Instead of the present 18 months' service, the 
term for those doing alternative service should be increased to 24 months, 
non-combatants to 27 months, the study said. 


Prdses Beckman challenged the committee's contention that the growing number 
of C.0.s weakened. the strength of army combat units. He said the participa- 
tion of Chaplains Hermann Kunst and Dr. Franz Hangsbach in the official study 
did not represent the thinking of the EKD, which would have its own statement. 
) EPS 


No. 37 - 23rd October, 1969 edoso0 4 9 


SERBIAN PRELATE DIES 


Belgrade, (EPS) -- Metropolitan Damaskin Grdenicki, 77, of Zagreb, a member 
of the Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Preaee died here October 8. 
following an illness. 


Leaders of the church, headed by Patriarch German, participated in the 
funeral. 


Metropolitan Damaskin had accompanied Patriarch German when the World Council 
president visited Geneva in July 1969. He had also visited the United States. 
Following completion of seminary studies in Leningrad, the metropolitan 
received a doctorate in theology in Switzerland. He was appointed Métro- 
politan of Zagreb in 1946. los iG oy 
; | EPS - 


CHANGE IN PRIESTS' BENEFITS 
URGED BY YUGOSLAV ORTHODOX | 


Belgrade, (EPS) -- Orthodox hymns should be broadcast over state radio and 
television, the Association of Orthodox Priests of Yugoslavia maintained at 
their fifth regular assembly here. The “musical wealth of the church" 
deserves to be presented to the public ' ‘in the same way as frescos and other 
religiously motivated artistic works", the | association said. 


The group, made up of priests from various Orthodox churches, adopted a 
resolution stating that the principal activity of the association should be 
to secure "uniform organization and work". In the association no distinc- 
tion will be made as to the individual Orthodox traditions. 


Material conditions of priests were held to be unsatisfactory by the 
assembly. Changes in pension insurance for clergymen were suggested’ so 
that benefits would be brought into line with those of other Aeclihed of 
comparable ‘dine erates and fees of sérvice. 


The fifth doeribig ofa ree the 80th anniversary of the ere association. 
A new Sirsa vege of 36 was pettiggeeet | 
EPS © 


DR. BLAKE CONGRATULATES ILO 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, sent the following telegram to Mr. David A. Morse, © 
director general of the International Labour Organization with headquarters 
in Geneva: "Have learned with great pleasure about Nobel Peace Prize ‘award 
to ILO. This decision represents recognition for ILO's work over past 
decades and stimulation for your efforts en improve suctal relations and ~ 


thus contribute’ to oe goo ‘world peace.’ 
. EPS 
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ASIAN CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS' 
MEETING STRESSES DISTRIBUTION 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- Some 20 publishers and booksellers responsible for the 
distribution of Christian literature throughout Asia heard a strong plea 
that they include on their lists books that reflect and comment on the 
whole life of the nation. 


They were also enjoined to consider distribution as an essential part of 
publishing and to plan for distribution before and not after a book is 
printed. 


Called together by the Literature Committee of the East Asia Christian 
Conference (EACC), the publishers and booksellers from 11 Asian countries 

and Australia heard a famous Japanese authoress, Mrs. Ayako Miura. Others 
who addressed them were Kabeuzaemon Nunokawa, Hideo Shimizu and Hromu Hara, 
all engaged in publishing, as well as the Rev. Philip Penning and Mr. Charles 
Richards, director of the WCC-related Christian Literature Fund. 


Delegates went on guided tours of Christian and secular publishing and 
wholesaling enterprises in Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto. 


On the basis of their discussion they drew up recommendations for churches 
and agencies represented at the consultation, which had been financed in 
large part by a grant from the Christian Literature Fund. Arrangements were 
made by Mr. T.K. Thomas, literature secretary of the EACC, and the Rev. Shiro 
Aoyama, president of the Japanese Lutheran publishing house Seibunsha. 

EPS 


NEW OPPORTUNITIES GRANTED 
MISSIONARIES IN NEPAL 


Kathmandu, Nepal, (EPS) -- As a result of consultations with the Nepal 
government in recent months, missionaries of the United Mission to Nepal 
can be seconded to work with local Nepali institutions and with government 
programmes. This opens many new possibilities for the mission. 


A new agreement has been negotiated with the government under which agri- 
cultural workers hitherto working in mission-operated programmes will now 
be related to the government's agricultural development programme and under 
the supervision of its officers. The agreement permits the mission, started 
15 years ago, to continue for another five years in Nepal. 


Last spring the mission granted the Shanta Bhawan Hospital a new constitu- 
tion and an autonomous managing board. At a meeting in mid-September the 
board voted to continue and enlarge its programme of training nationals in 


many categories, and to seek staff and materials to improve its specialty 
services. 


At one time the United Mission had more than 80 missionaries from several 
different denominations holding widely diverse theological views. Since 
proselytism is forbidden by law they engage in education and medical work. 


EPS 
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IN BRIEF 


Eminent Indian jurists, statesmen and parliamentarians recently participated 
in the first of a series of seminars on national legislation and politics 
sponsored by the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society — 
in Bangalore. Discussion focused on a bill to give parliament power to alter 
the fundamental rights guaranteed to all citizens. Though no consensus was 
reached, the seminar was termed important because discussion was not limited 
to the Fibre of minorities, but was in the context of social and political 
revolution. 


ae gk ude 


The Synod of the Evangelical Reformed. Church of Basle has allocated 3% of 

its budget (S.Fr.300,000) to development aid. Of this sum 30,000 francs 

will finance the inter-confessional conference on "Switzerland and the Third 
World" to be held in 1970, and 270,000, francs goes to the Basle Mission, which 
must use this sum exclusively for aid to developing countries.. This decision 
was taken unanimously. 


The National YWCA of Belgium celebrated its 50th anniversary recently with a 
meeting in Brussels City Hall. Speakers included the Mayor, the Minister for 
French Cultural Affairs and a representative of the Minister of Flemish © 
Culture, who emphasized the national contribution made by this minority 
organization through its high-quality and pioneering work with young people. 
Miss Elizabeth Palmer of Geneva represented the World YWCA. Other speakers 
were Mrs. L. Colson, president, and Miss Janine van Vliet, general secretary 
of the Belgian YWCA. 


The Rev. Jean Bosc, professor at the Protestant Faculty of Theology in Paris, 
died October 17 at the age of 59. He succeeded Pastor Pierre Maury as prof- 
essor of dogmatics and was for some years vice-president of the National 
Council of the French Reformed Church. JO 


RIS iM ARTS 


First recipient of the United Bible Societies' Award for Distinguished Service 
to the Bible is Bishop Kurt Scharf, head of the Evangelical Church in Berlin- 
Brandenberg. As a result of his enthusiasm for Bible distribution, German 
churches have increased their annual contribution to the UBS world service 
budget and plan to pei ys $725,000 (£310,000) in the Bioedts year. 


ae eek, 


Commissioner Arnold Brown, a 56-year-old Canadian, has become the new second- 
in-command of the international Salvation Army. He is one of the youngest 
men to hold that post. He replaces General Erik Wickberg, a Swede, who was 
appointed international leader of the Salvation Army last month. Commissioner 
Brown went to Britain five years ago as the Salvation Army" s secretary for 
public relations. Earl rer he had served in Canada. 


k &k (more) 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


With the approval of the Botswana Government, construction has started. on 

a secondary school at Maun, an ecumenical venture drawing support from the 
Christian Council of Botswana, the United Congregational Church in Southern 
Africa and the Africa Central Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
Chief Letsholathebe gave the site for the school, and special offerings are 
being taken in Methodist churches throughout the conference. Churches in 
Rhodesia and Congo have been asked to seek two staff members, and additional 
teachers will be recruited by the United Methodist Board of Missions in 

New York. 


An international Lutheran-Reformed consultation on the theology of marriage 
and the problem of mixed marriages will be held at Cartigny, near Geneva, 
November 12-14. Arranged by the theology departments of the Lutheran World 
Federation and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, the consultation will 
be a preparatory session for a possible future joint dialogue with the Roman’ 
Catholic Church. 


Ky eet ee 


The Rev. Masaaki Nakajima has become general secretary of the National 
Christian Council of Japan. He will continue to serve half-time as pastor 
of Kokubunji Church until next March. Dr. In Ha Lee, interim general secre- 
tary for the past 14 years, continues as head of the Korean Christian Church 
in Japan and secretary of the NCC General Assembly. 


Se Sees a 


The Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland will name a Working 
Committee on Migration to act as an information centre for member churches 
and to defend the migrants’ interests before federal authorities. 


cee eee 


The Council of Methodist Central Conferences in Europe will set up a "Commis- 
sion for European Youth Work" to extend the International Diaconal Youth 
Service of the Methodists to all European countries. Its aim is to promote 
peace in Europe and all over the world through exchanges between young people 
and service in other countries. 


Kiel ee 


Dr. Richard F. von Weizsacker, 49, president of the German Kirchentag and a 
member of the WCC Central and Executive Committees, has been re-elected a 
member of the German Parliament. 


We Seu hve 


U Ba Hmyin has been elected general secretary of the Burma Baptist Convention 

. succeeding the Rev. Sra S'Aye. Formerly a university chaplain, U Ba Hmyin 

also served as adviser to the Student Christian Movement in Burma. New 

associate general secretary is Mahn Po Way, former commissioner in the Ministry 

of Supplies. Both take office November 1. The Convention has 350,000 members. 
EPS 
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Note to Editors: This article is intended for use in church journals in 
the issue preceding Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


THE WORLD CALLS MAN TO PRAYER 


by Dr. Roy Neehall 
Associate Secretary, Joint WCC/Roman Catholic 
Committee on Society, Development and Peace 


The affirmation that "we are fellow workmen for God" - the theme of the 1970 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - commits us to action. We believe God is 
at work among all the peoples of this world. In Jesus Christ we have seen 
Him ministering to the poor, the oppressed and the wretched. As followers of 
Christ, we naturally want to be where the action is. 


Now the danger signals flash. Have we got what it takes? Are we equipped 
for the long battles? Must we give up some of the things we love? Will our 
efforts be rewarded or even appreciated? Is not involvement a radical de- 
parture from tradition? 


To Pray Is to See 


Though the eyes are closed, the mind, heart and soul of the sincere man at 
prayer are opened to the realities of human need. Behold the tragic scene! 


Millions grow poorer each day while a few amass great wealth. 
Disease stalks the undernourished while the dust-bins of the wealthy overflow. 


Death comes early to ease the pangs of hunger while the affluent build homes 
in which to put their lonely, unwanted aged. 


Whole nations are kept in serfdom by a few unscrupulous families. 
Powerful minorities buy arms to keep, powerless majorities in subjection. 
Men walk the land aimlessly with no hope of employment. 

Women wash their dying babies with the tears of despair. 

Children with enquiring minds never see a schoolroom or a book. 


People of colour are treated like animals and laws are passed to domesticate 
them and keep them in ghettos. 

Businessmen sit in board rooms and manipulate the prices of cocoa, coffee, 
cane sugar and citrus so those who planted and harvested them will always 
live on pennies. 


Governments spend billions on moon landings and sophisticated weapons but 
can afford only a pittance to aid sagging Third World economies. 


Large corporations extract the birthright of poor people for a mess of potage. 


These are the grim realities we see when we close our eyes in prayer. These 
are the conditions of the world in which God works. And to work for Him is 


to go where the action is. 


To Pray Is to Act 
The sincere man at prayer may kneel, but not for long. He rises up to join 


His Lord in the work for development, justice and peace. folced 
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The spectre of man's misery and the catalogue of the nations’ woes would 

cause nothing but regret if the world did not possess the means to create 
change. But we now have the resources. Our wealth includes the science, 
technology and education to ensure to every man the dignity of a human being. 
The churches’ action for development involves not only the enlistment of those 
with power, resources and wealth, but the investment of its own billions in 
the name of Christ and for the sake of men. 


But the Church's task goes beyond the material. Men need more than bread if 
they are to grow, develop, change and become responsible world citizens. The 
spiritual dimension, which is the ground of hope, the moral factor, which is 
the expression of love, and the human personality, which is the form of 
Christ's presence, must command equal attention. 


Men must kneel before they rise. Then action will be of God. Work will be 
for God. Men of God will be at work with God, where the action is. 


To Pray Is to Unite 


The hands of the man at prayer are clasped. In this way he symbolizes his 
aspiration for God and his hope that God's power will nullify his weakness 
so that he may be changed into an agent of Christ's love and service. How 
much more useful, effective and powerful are the hands of such an agent if, 
once unclasped, they are joined with those of other Christians and all men 
of goodwill. 


The realities we confront are enormous. Isolated skirmishes are ineffectual. 
Multilateral, ecumenical, concerted attacks on the evils of the day can 
harness the power of God rather than dissipate it. If we would root out the 
causes rather than merely dab at the symptoms of man's misery, then we must 
act together. 


Systems of power that enslave men must be overthrown. The imbalance of inter- 
national trading patterns must be changed. Structures of injustice that de- 
prive men of their human rights must be replaced. Attempts to resolve con- 
flicts by war and violence must be stopped. The traditions that perpetuate 
underdevelopment must be deprived of their stranglehold. 


The liberators of the world must be supported, not imprisoned or shot. The 
hands of the freedom workers must be upheld. The visions of the protest 
generation must be adopted. The prophetic voices of every nation must be 
heard on the communications networks of the world. 


There is much to do, much to overcome and much to change. God has used man 
before to challenge the principalities and powers, the structures of injustice 
and the systems of inhumanity. But the modern world is a complex of con- 
flicting loyalties and a disunited, disjointed, disparate effort is doomed 

to failure. 


In. prayer we see the issues, by prayer we are moved to act and in the same 
unity of spirit which drives us to pray together we unite to follow and to 
work with Christ where the action is. 

EPS 
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News Focus 


A VILLAGE TO BE RESETTLED 
An experiment in Christian Peacemaking 


By Wilbert Forker, WCC Staff Writer 


Kidasi, Cyprus, (EPS) -- This totally abandoned Turkish Cypriot village re- 
flecting the tensions between Greek and Turkish Cypriots is about to be re- 
settled under the go-ahead direction of an English barrister-at-law. 


He is a 39-year-old bachelor Roy Calvocoressi from London, who in his 3 years 
in this "garden and jewel of the Eastern Mediterranean" has with a small team 
nurtured abandoned citrus trees, salvaged a neglected irrigation system and 
renovated desolate houses. 


The resettlement programme is being run by members of a Christian Peace Team 
founded in 1966 in London and supported by people interested in helping those 
desperately in need. 


This once-flourishing village has borne the scars of Greek Cypriot-Turkish 
Cypriot tension and civil war. Roofs have caved in around the stone-faced 
walls and weeds grow at will in patches of land once tended by succeeding 
generations. 


Today the “gem'' is beginning to shine again and those displaced four and 
five years ago by the fear of annihilation are wending their way back to 
their homes and farms. 


The project began in 1966 when Calvocoressi and a Finnish farmer, Keijo 
Forsbacka, formed the “Christian Peace Team" in Cyprus. A Danish nurse and 
an American conscientious objector more interested in peacemaking than in 
pacifism, soon joined the team. 


From the beginning the team looked after abandoned land - Greek land in Turkish 
villages and Turkish land in Greek villages. It was to the rich citrus grow- 
ing area of Lefka near the island's north coast that the team went. There 
trees that once bore some of the best fruit in the Mediterranean area were 
dying for want of care. In the orchards the leaves were dried and withered, 
branches were black with blight and shrivelled fruit dangled in the breeze 

over a thick undergrowth. The water pumps and engines had been stolen and the 
irrigation system was no longer recognizable. 


In its early days the team suffered the disfavour of both Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots. Police interrogation was frequent and a team member was attacked 
on the main street by a soldier. Water rationing followed and the local 
authorities refused a daily supply to the team and later ordered them to 


leave Lefka. 


Undaunted the team moved on to another village...the abandoned village of 

Kidasi, which is the first Turkish Cypriot village to be resettled with the 

support of both the Greek and Turkish Cypriot leadership. 
| | (more) 
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Support for the team's work has come from the Brethren Service Commission 
whose European office is at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva with the World 
Council of Churches. It costs around £800 ($1,912) a year to keep a team of 
four and £4,800 if an enlarged team of 24 members could be found. 


Simple qualifications like sympathetic personal relationships with both Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots are deemed essential for membership in this team. A 
Spartan existence is all that is guaranteed to the "convinced Christian who 
believes in prayer and service". 


The present team is a mixed bag. There is Allan Logie, a mechanical 

engineer from Canada and a member of the United Church; Jock Low, a 22-year- 
old Malaysian who is an electrical engineer and a Plymouth Brethren; Ann 

Soo from China, a teacher by profession and a member of the Salvation Army; 
and 23-year-old Gill Searle, an English Methodist who is a meteorologist. 
These four with Roy Calvocoressi are attempting to set the new pattern in 
this island whose civil war held the attention of the world in the early 

part of this decade, 


"The team is not only interested in renovating houses and bringing people 
back to the land", Calvocoressi told me. "We do not want to be a Christian 
United Nations peacekeeping team but a Christian PEACEMAKING team", he added. 
Not to keep Turkish and Greek Cypriots occupied and therefore reasonably 
happy but a community life where they are all Cypriots is the team's aim. 

The slow return to this village nestled among the surrounding hills is a 
clear indication that the team is proving its point and making a worthwhile 
contribution towards the reintegration of the island. 


During the months of July and August the team was strengthened by 25 Prot- 
estant and Roman Catholic students making a total of 30 from England, Czecho- 
slovakia, Ireland, Malaysia, Germany, America, China, Canada, France and the 
Netherlands. They repaired one of the smaller type houses of the village 

and six of the larger size, one of which needed a completely new roof. A 
coffee shop and the village domestic water supply were also repaired. 


The summer visitors joined the life of the permanent team living in Christian 
community with daily prayer and Bible study and occasional Eucharist. Greek 
and Turkish language study groups were formed. Two other groups studied 
Orthodox spirituality and Islam respectively and had discussions with Cypriots. 
One week was spent in the mountains studying Christian peacemaking. Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots visited the team daily while members of the team visited 

the neighbouring villages. 


Time, the patient work of the United Nations and the good sense of the 
Cypriots themselves have together contributed to the improved situation here. 
But the way ahead is not an easy one. It is paved not with gems but with a 
challenge which this peacemaking team hopes will lead to further acts of 
reconciliation between Greek and Turkish Cypriots. 

EPS 


(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, 150 route de 
Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at. a handling charge of $1.25; 
10/-d;_.SFr./DM 5.- each.) 
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WCC DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 
SET FOR GENEVA IN JANUARY 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A World Consultation on Ecumenical Assistance for Develop- 
ment Projects will draw 100 church leaders and experts in development to 
Geneva for six days in January (January 26-31). One-half will come from the 
industrialized nations around the North Atlantic, and an equal number will 
represent the developing countries. 


Mr. Charles D. Sherman, former secretary of the treasury of Liberia and now 
financial consultant to the President, will serve as chairman of the con- 
sultation. - He is vice-chairman of the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service of the World Council of Churches, and from 1955 to 1965 
was president of the World Alliance of YMCAs. A list of speakers is still 
to be announced. , 


The Uppsala Assembly in 1968 had asked every church to make a proportion of 
its income available for development .aid. The World Council continues to 
receive requests for funds from churches in developing countries, and at the 
same time churches in the developed world are seeking help in the proper 
utilization of growing amounts of church money. . 


Others, including development experts, have suggested the need to re-examine 
the procedures and structures of the churches involved in development projects. 


The Central Committee of the World Council at its meeting in Canterbury last 
August directed the calling of the consultation to advise.the World Council 
and its member churches on the use of church funds for development. 


One-third of the participants will be experts in development, either those 
advising on government policy or doing research at universities or research 
institutes. Also present will be representatives of international organiza- 
tions with particular expertise in the field. 


The consultation will spend most of its time in five working groups discuss- 
ing: 1) the process of development and the objectives for development _ 
projects; 2) policy and procedure for church-sponsored projects; 3) struc- 
ture and organization of ecumenical assistance; 4) technical services needed 
for church projects; 5) mobilization of funds. Preparatory papers will 
serve as a basis for discussion. 


A number of churches are already engaged in mission and service projects for 
economic and social development, but the Uppsala Assembly asked specifically 
that they re-examine these to see whether they contribute as fully as 
possible to "the urgent tasks of nation building in developing countries" 


Some two-thirds of the participants will represent Christian agencies in- 
volved in various kinds of projects. 


The planning committee for the consultation is composed of Dr. Hans Thimme, 
Germany, chairman; Dr. Tracey Jones, USA; Prof. Samuel L. Parmar, India; 
and Mr. Albert Laham, Lebanon. These men are the chairmen of the four major 
units of the World CODES) di Be Gey concerned for: deveLonmendy 


(more) | 
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"The consultation could be decisive for the future of the churches’ involve- 
ment in the movement for world economic and social development. It will 
provide guidance and direction to the World Council of Churches and its 
member churches in their concern for proper assistance to development 
projects", said Mr. C.I. Itty, organizing secretary for the consultation. 
EPS 


DICARWS SENDS FIRST GIFT OF $10,000 
FOR RELIEF IN YUGOSLAV EARTHQUAKE 


Geneva, October 29, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches' Division of 


~Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service has cabled $10,000 to Patriarch 


German, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, Belgrade, for him to use to 
provide relief for victims of this week's earthquake. 


““K formal appeal will be made to the division's inter-related agencies when 
it is known what form of aid the churches might be asked to undertake. 


Patriarch German is leaving immediately for the disaster area. 


Two earthquake shocks on October 26 and 27 affected a radius of 60 kms around 
the town of Banja Luka in the republic of Bosnia. The town has a population 
of nearly 60,000, most of whom are Moslems, but there is a sizeable Christian 
community... | tbe . . . 


About 80% of the buildings in the shock zone were damaged. » These include 
the local hospital, caring for 600 patients, 15 schools, municipal offices, 
and other: premises. ~ 


Some 22 persons are reported to have lost their lives and 700 were injured. 
Altogether, about 100,000 men, women, and children are said to be homeless 
and sleeping in tents, railway carriages, and other temporary shelters. 


DICARWS is maintaining contact with Patriarch German and his staff, and with 
the Red Cross and the Yugoslav authorities, so that it can take quick action 
if. necessary and ascertain if an appeal should be made to member. churches 
to finance a reconstruction programme. 
EPS 


TRIBUTE TO. PATRIARCH GERMAN 


London, (EPS) -- The improved position of the Serbian Orthodox Church in 
Yugoslavia is due in large part to the efforts of Patriarch German, accord- 
ing to Bishop Lavrentije, the Serbian Orthodox Bishop of Western Europe 

and Australia. The patriarch is one of six presidents of the World Council 
‘of Churches. Speaking at the 105th annual festival of the Anglican and 
Eastern Churches Association in the Orthodox cathedral of St. Sava here, 
Bishop Lavrentije said his church had suffered "grievously", but gradually 
the ideological pressure of the régime was slackening. During the last 10 
years a rehabilitation of the church had been in progress in Yugoslavia. 

EPS 
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PROMINENT NIGERIAN CHURCHMAN KILLED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Word has been received here of the murder of Dr. George 
Adeyemi Ademola, 49, a Nigerian physician and an outstanding Christian lay- 
man who had been active in the ecumenical movement. He was stabbed on 
October 22 by a prowler who was attempting to burgle his home in Lagos. 


Dr. Ademola was principal health officer in the Federal Ministry of Health 
and had been named to the Nigerian government's Commission for Rehabilitation. 


A lay reader in the Church of the Province of West Africa (Anglican), Dr. 
Ademola had been president of the Christian Council of Nigeria (1960-62), an 
observer at the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi 
(1961), and served on the planning committee for the Geneva Church and Society 
Conference (1966). At the time of his death he was a member of the Christian 
Medical Commission, a WCC-sponsored agency. 


He was educated at Durham University (UK) and took advanced degrees at London 
and Harvard universities. 
EPS 


TINBERGEN CONTRIBUTION TO RESPONSIBLE 
SOCIETY HAILED IN BLAKE TELEGRAM 


Stockholm, (EPS) -- The first Nobel Prize for Economics was awarded on 
October 27 to two professors who have pioneered a sophisticated method of 
economic planning. 


Prof. Jan Tinbergen, 66, of The Hague, and Prof. Ragnar Frisch, 74, of Oslo, 
share the honour "for having developed and applied dynamic models for the 
analysis of economic processes". 


In Geneva Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council 

of Churches, sent a telegram to Professor Tinbergen which read: "Have learnt 
with great joy your share in Nobel Prize for Economics. All your friends and 
admirers in the World Council of Churches feel that this is a true recognition 
for your commitment and personal dedication to a responsible international 
society in which man can realize his full humanity." 


Professor Tinbergen was co-chairman of the Conference on World Co-operation 
for Development in Beirut in April 1968 sponsored jointly by the World Council 
and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace. At the 1966 Church and 
Society Conference in Geneva he played a leading role in the section on 
economic development. 


The Dutch economist has been chairman of the UN Committee for Development 
Planning since 1966. He has made studies that have been applied both in 
short-range economic forecasting and in the analysis and planning of economic 
and political measures. 

EPS 
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WCC ASKED TO PRESS 
FOR RELEASE OF RUSSIANS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A group of seven Soviet citizens has appealed to the World 
Council of Churches to intervene for the liberation of Mr. Anatoli Emanuilovich 
Levitin, whose literary pseudonym is A. Krasnov, and Mr. Boris Talantov. 

Both were arrested in September. Mr. Krasnov is a religious writer and author 
of many articles. He has written especially on questions of church-state 
relationships and religious freedom. Some of his writings have become known 
outside the Soviet Union. Mr. Talantov has been involved in a petition of 
believers in favour of the congregation of Kirov. The World Council is in 
communication with the Russian Orthodox Church concerning this petition. 


Mr. Krasnov was a signer of an earlier petition to U Thant, secretary general 
of the UN, on the question of human rights. Other signatories of this petition 
have also been arrested including Mustafa Dzhemileo, a Crimean Tartar who has 
been active in seeking the restoration of constitutional and national rights 
of Crimean Tartars. 

EPS 


NYBORG VI ASSEMBLY MAY 
HAVE TO BE POSTPONED 


Windsor, England, (EPS) -- Plans are proceeding for the Nyborg VI Assembly 
of the Conference of European Churches (CEC), even though the date may have 
to be postponed due to financial difficulties connected with the assembly. 


The CEC Presidium meeting here October 22-25 confirmed that the assembly 
site would remain Nyborg Strand, Denmark, but said the dates of April 26 
to May 3, 1971 were in doubt. 


The member churches are now studying the preparatory document on the theme, 
"Servants of God, Servants of Men". Publication of the final version is 
expected in July 1970. 


In a meeting more reflective than legislative in character, the Presidium 
evaluated positively contacts with the Roman Catholic Church, the Ecumenical 
Youth Council in Europe, the World Student Christian Federation and the Con- 
ference of Protestant Churches in Latin Countries of Europe. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, CEC general secretary, reported a growing interest 
on the part of churches in Great Britain and expressed concern over the lack 

of participation in the conference by the Lutheran churches in Scandinavia. 

CEC has about 100 member churches in 24 countries of Eastern and Western Europe. 


After hearing a report on Lutheran/Reformed theological conversations, it was 
decided to schedule a more detailed report on the various inter-confessional 
conversations going on in Europe as the main item at the joint meeting of the 


Presidium and Advisory Committee next year. 
EPS 
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PRESBYTERIANS IN IRELAND 
BACK GOVERNMENT REFORMS 


Belfast, (EPS) -- Protestants and Roman Catholics, moderates and militants 
have all had a part in creating the situation in Northern Ireland, and all 
should repent and seek a new beginning. 


This was the conclusion reached October 16 by the 150-member General Board 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, with which some 400,000 persons are 
affiliated. The church has no connection with the Free Presbyterian Church 
of Ulster, a minuscule group led by the Rev. Ian Paisley. 


Noting that a "very great danger" now faces Northern Ireland growing out of 
the 'violence, disorder and rebellion of recent weeks", the Presbyterian 
statement says "the elected Parliament and Government of Northern Ireland 
provide the best hope of responsible reforms which may yet unite and not 
divide the community". These reforms, which will involve a period of "major 
necessary social change and stress", must be backed with goodwill and hard 
work from everyone.. 


Changes must be made by the Roman Catholic community as significant and 
immediate as those being urged on the Northern Ireland government and the 
Protestant majority, the statement says. "We welcome various indications 
that this is being realized", say the Presbyterians, "but we must frankly 
state that these are not yet such as to give the necessary confidence to 
the Protestant community." 


Meanwhile in London the British Council of Churches in a resolution on 
Northern Ireland drew attention to the need for study at depth of the under- 
lying causes of unrest, stressed the urgency of carrying out promised re- 
forms without delay, and declared strong support for these and all actions 
to create social and economic justice and permanent reconciliation among all 
inhabitants in accordance with teachings of Scripture. 


EPS 
PORNOGRAPHY FAIR OPPOSED 
BY DANISH CHRISTIANS 
Copenhagen, (EPS) -- Several Christian organizations in Denmark issued a 


joint statement criticizing the "sex fair" which closed here this week. 
They termed pornography a "plague" which leads to laxity and licentious- 
ness, and said that Denmark is being presented to the world as a producer 
and distributor of pornographic materials. 


They warned the government against the development of a "giant and un- 
controllable pornography industry" and demanded effective action to fore- 
stall this danger. 


The groups issuing the statement were the Kirkens ja og nej (Churches' 
Yes and No), Indre Mission (Inner Mission), Luthersk Missionforening 
(Lutheran Evangelical Association) and the Kristeligt Forbund for Studen- 
terne (Christian Federation for Students). 

EPS 
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BLACK MANIFESTO REJECTED 
BY LCA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


New York, (EPS) -- The Executive Council of the 3.3 million-member Lutheran 


Church in America has termed the "political philosophy" of the Black Manifesto 
"unacceptable". 


Meeting for the first time since James Forman posted the Black Manifesto on 
the doors of the LCA headquarters here last May (EPS No. 17), the group said 
LCA funds ought not to be given to the Black Economic Development Conference 
(BEDC) - or any other organization - whose goals, purposes or tactics are in- 


compatible with the Poverty and Race Relations social statements of the 
Lutheran Church in America. 


It urged that in developing the financial programme of the church serious 
consideration be given to social need as well as to further appropriate funding 
of organizations designed for minority group economic development. 


The council rejected the concept of reparations saying theologians understand 
the word one way, sociologists another, governments yet another. 


Each LCA board, commission and auxiliary was asked to examine specific aspects 
of its work and report proposals for implementation to the denomination's Co- 
ordinating Committee on Race. 


Episcopal Bishops Defend Convention 


Meanwhile two Episcopal bishops have defended the action of the Special General 
Convention of their church which voted to raise at least $200,000 for black 
community development. 


Bishop Anson P. Stokes, Jr. said in amplifying a pastoral letter to the 
churches in his diocese that he would have preferred the money went direct 

to the BEDC. "It would have been more honest", he said. He also questioned 
Presiding Bishop John Hines' statement that the concept of reparations had not 
been an element in voting the grant. Bishop Stokes urged the churches to see 
the collection as a starting point and to go beyond it. 


Bishop Jonathan G. Sherman of Long Island said the manifesto's threat of 
violence was "just so much empty verbiage". He added that though he was not 
bothered by the rhetoric, he was troubled by "the shocking deprivation of 
blacks to which the convention responded". 

EPS 


LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CANADA 
MAY APPROVE LAY MINISTERS 


Winnipeg, Canada, (EPS) -- The use of lay ministers in certain parish duties 
usually reserved for ordained clergymen will be recommended to the 1970 con- 
vention of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada. 


The Church Council endorsed the calling of laymen to serve in team ministries 
with ordained clergymen in larger parishes. | Also, laymen would be licensed 


for one-year terms as pastors of vacant parishes. 
EPS 


No. 38 - 30th October, 1969 8 


DUTCH REFORMED COMMISSION 
ACCEPTS INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE 


Capetown, (EPS) -- A commission of the Dutch Reformed Church (Nederduitse 
Gereformeerde) declared here that racially mixed marriages "in themselves 
are not sinful". 


This declaration, announced to the 800 delegates attending a synod of the 
largest of South Africa's Dutch Reformed churches, cut across the traditional 
attitude of the more conservative members and even startled many of the more 
liberal-minded members. 


The commission was headed by Prof. J.J. Muller of the seminary at Stellen- 
bosch University, Capetown. 


In his report, Professor Muller said that the Bible nowhere forebade 
(racially) mixed marriages. ''Nowhere in Scripture", he stated, “is humanity 
divided into isolated units on grounds of biological or natural differences 
to such an extent that they cannot mix with one another." 


Observing that all people have been made in God's image, with equal status 
before Him, the professor concluded, "therefore mixed marriages between 
people of whatever race or nation would be permissible in principle". 


One of those who objected to the commission's finding was the Rev. J.D. Vorster, 
actuary of the church and brother of Prime Minister Vorster. He said the com- 
mission had seen marriage from an excessively individualistic point of view, 

and had not given enough attention to its societal aspects. 


In view of the wide difference of opinion at the synod, it was decided not 
to adopt the report at this time, but to refer it back to the commission for 
later consideration. 

EPS 


SPANISH PROTESTANTISM TO MARK 100th YEAR 


Barcelona, (EPS) -- The 100th anniversary of the establishment of the Evan- > 
gelical (Protestant) Church in Spain is being marked by an Evangelical Con- 
gress October 29 to November 1. Several thousand Protestants from all parts 
of the country will be joined by especially invited representatives from 
churches in other parts of the world at the celebration in Barcelona. 


Organized by the Spanish Evangelical Council, which includes most of the 
leading Protestant churches, the congress will have as its theme "Our common 
vocation to service and testimony in Spain". 


The congress is the fourth event of its kind in Spanish history and the first 
congress to be held in 35 years. 


Chairman of the organizing committee is Pedro Bonet of Barcelona and the 
secretary is Humberto Capo of Madrid. 
EPS 
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BRITISH CHURCHES SET 5% 
GOAL FOR DEVELOPMENT 


Swanwick, Derbyshire, (EPS) .-- British church leaders have endorsed plans 
for a national 'sign-in' on world poverty in December which will call on 
the British government to achieve by 1972 the UNCTAD target of 1% of gross 
national product for overseas aid. 


In the first fully ecumenical conference in Britain, organized by the British 
Council of Churches, the Roman Catholic Commission for International Justice 
and Peace, and the Conference of British Missionary Societies, 200 bishops, 
clergy and laymen from many denominations discussed the Churches’ Action for 
World Development. 


The conference called on churches and missionary agencies to survey their 

resources Of invested capital, property and land holdings, and income, and 
make the information public. In the light of this survey, churches should 
consider whether "the holding of capital and living upon inherited wealth 

is compatible with the calling of the Church in the world today". 


They should also consider, the recommendation continued, whether capital 
"tied up unnecessarily in the maintenance of church institutions" should be 
sold for the sake of the poor. 


In the meantime, the conference agreed, British churches should take the lead 
in creating an independent fund for investment in the creation of wealth in 
developing countries by devoting, before the end of 1972, 5% of their invested 
funds to that purpose. 


A proposal which received unanimous approval called on all Christians to 
commit 1% of their personal income for development, over and above all other 
gifts for world mission and service. 


The churches should provide adequate financial resources for programmes of 
development research and education, it was stated. 


A statement by two Protestant and two Roman Catholic consultants from Central 
and Southern America said that the vital contribution of Christians in 
Britain to development in Latin America included "support in the fight against 
institutions and structures, both ecclesiastical and civil, which perpetuate 
the situation of oppression, exploitation and dependence”. 

EPS 


BAVARIAN CHURCH AIDS DEVELOPMENT 


Augsburg, (EPS) -- The Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria 
wants to increase its contribution to development aid from 2% of its 1969 
budget (about four million DM) to 24% in 1970. However, the Synod opposed a 
financial arrangement for the churches belonging to the Evangelical Church 

in Germany (EKD) which required Bavaria to contribute five million DM. 

Such increases should be made only through agreements with the member churches 


and not "from above", it was held. 
EPS 
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BETTER TREATMENT OF MIGRANTS 
ASKED BY SWISS CHURCHMEN 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Foreign workers are contributing to the present economic 
prosperity of Switzerland and they are entitled to the gratitude and respect 
of every citizen, a joint appeal sent this week to all local Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and Old Catholic churches said. 


The appeal was issued by the Rev. Alexandre Lavanchy, president of the Swiss 
Protestant Federation; Bishop Vonderach, head of the Roman Catholic Bishops 
Conference; and Bishop Urs Kury of the Old Catholic Church. 


Referring to the tremendous number of foreign workers in Switzerland, the 
churchmen say the Swiss must not take advantage of them just because the 
migrants need employment and are not always officially protected. 


"As Christians we must strongly oppose the mentality that evaluates foreign 
workers only in terms of the economic aid they render us", the appeal 


emphasizes. "We must never expel them simply because we no longer need them 
or do not like them. 


"The church must ensure that Christians of foreign origin are not treated 

as second-class members with no rights. The legal position of the foreign 
workers in our parishes must be re-examined and in many places put in order", 
the joint statement said. 


EPS 
THEOLOGY BY MAIL 
PERMITTED IN LATVIA 
Geneva, (EPS) -- The former Protestant Theological Faculty of Riga University 


is organizing a correspondence course to be offered this year for the first 
time by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia with the approval of the 
State. Archbishop Janis Matulis, 58, reported the development during a visit 
to Geneva last week and welcomed it as a way of counteracting the shortage 

of ministers. 


According to Archbishop Matulis, 20 students have registered. The course 
will take four years since students will continue to work at other jobs and 
only meet once a month over long weekends for colloquies and seminars. At 
the end of the course they will take an examination. 


Archbishop Matulis said his church will publish a new edition of the New 
Testament in Latvian next year, in response to the great demand. The last 
edition (1961) was sold out some time ago. For the first time in 25 years it 
will be possible to pay pensions to pastors who have retired, thanks to a 
new fund supported by voluntary contributions from church members. 

EPS 
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CLERGY/LAITY SPLIT, RENEWAL 
RHETORIC HELD CAUSE FOR ALARM 


New York, (EPS) -- Two negative appraisals of the churches and their institu- 
tional health are contained in books published in New York City recently. 


One entitled Can These Bones Live? The Failure of Church Renewal (Sheed and 

Ward) views church renewal programmes as efforts by the entrenched structures 
to survive, It sees churches taking over the rhetoric of renewal and using it 
in slogans in a process of redecoration rather than of radical transformation. 


The authors, H. Elliott Wright and Robert S. Lecky, see more hope in localized 
renewal efforts than those promulgated from a central administration. They 


Say repeatedly it cannot be expected to come about through institutional 
sponsorship. 


One criterion they suggest for authentic transformation is to let the "un- 
leashed message...go where it will and do what it will". 


The second book titled The Gathering Storm (Doubleday) by a sociologist at 
Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Dr. Jeffrey K. Hadden, reports 
a widening gap between clergy and laity. This seriously handicaps the 
churches in carrying out their mission, he says. 


The main-line churches have been seeking greater unity through the Consulta- 
tion on Church Union, he reports, and more social justice through assisting 
Negroes gain full civil rights. But differences over issues of faith impair 
the churches’ capacity to carry out these difficult undertakings. 


Professor Hadden, despite his own belief in church union and social justice, 
contends. that lack of consensus on basic theological points will produce 
catastrophic dissensions and eventual failure. He says signals for the 
gathering storm are already evident. 


The author suggests laymen must seek to learn more about current changes in 
theological discussion and develop greater tolerance on social issues. Clergy 
will have to develop greater skills in teaching them. 


Hadden believes that Protestant clergy are not well-schooled in the funda- 
mental nature of social issues, so they cannot persuade laymen they are 
competent to give leadership in dealing with them. 

EPS 


NEW ZEALAND CONGREGATIONALISTS 
UNITING WITH PRESBYTERIANS 


Auckland, N.Z., (EPS) -- Nineteen of the 25 churches in New Zealand's Congrega- 
tional Union have voted to unite with the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand. 
The remaining six churches, which represent 10% of all Congregationalists, have 
voted to form a new Congregational Union. They say they will continue to 
participate in negotiations currently going on in New Zealand among Congrega- 
tionalists, Presbyterians, Methodists, Anglicans and the Associated Churches 

of Christ (EPS No. 35). 

The union will take place at the Presbyterian General Assembly in November. 

The Presbyterians will receive 19 ordained Congregational ministers and 3,000 


church members. p56 
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Special Article 


AGENT FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 


by Faith Pomponio 
WCC Staff Writer 


Helping churchmen hear what the "now'' people are saying is one of the missions 
in life of 38-year-old Charles Lutz, who recently took a job with the World 
Council of Churches as associate executive secretary of its New York office. 


By the "now" people the theologically trained Lutheran layman means affluent 
youth, blacks and Third Worlders. Each in his own way is saying: a man's 
worth is determined by what he is, not the job he does or the amount of 
money he makes. This is good New Testament theology, Lutz says, which some- 
how got perverted in bourgeois America and the industrialized West. 


The "now" people reject the idea of working for tomorrow without ever enjoying 
today. Such "deferred rewards" have become part of the Protestant work ethic, 
which Lutz feels is in need of up-dating. 


In his new post the Minnesota-born Lutz hopes to have a share in helping the 
Church re-emphasize human values, as the World Council's Uppsala Assembly did 
in its Section III report. 


This identification with youth and minorities is natural for this youngest 
member of the New York staff, for his entire work experience has been among 
young people and urban agents of social change. 


In 1966, the Centre for Urban Encounter (CUE) in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, Minnesota was a concept in search of development. Mr. Lutz was 
named the first executive director of CUE, with a mandate to "flesh out" a 
viable programme of training the laity, and to some extent the clergy, for 
involvement in social change. 


It was before the present period of "cynicism, polarization and discourage- 
ment for white liberals" and there was no difficulty in involving people. 
He never had to cancel anything for lack of interest. 


Mr. Lutz started by focusing on race and poverty. These led him, during his 
three years at CUE, to the deeper issues of government restructuring, tax- 
base inequities and other power-arrangement issues that perpetuate racism and 
poverty. He was convinced that white liberals should not be tinkering with 
the inner city in a charity-centred way, but learning how to change power 
structures. 


Among the more dramatic things CUE did under Mr. Lutz's leadership was to set 
up educational training programmes causing people to look at their own 
churches to see what needed to be done there. This he describes as “getting 
people turned on to do a 'mini-CUE' in their own areas". By gathering people 
from different churches in the same area he led them to see the possibility 
of dealing ecumenically with the issues in their own communities. 


(more) 
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Sensitivity encounters were an effective way of exposing problems. A three- 
day laboratory course for clergy helped them cope with conflicts within the 
church arising when social change is introduced. 


From there CUE branched out into the resistance movement - resistance to 
the draft and to domination by the military-industrial complex. 


In his final year with CUE, Mr. Lutz and his associate director struggled 

with the polarization between the elites allied with the alienated on the 

one hand and the blue-collar factory workers and ethnic minorities (first- 
or second-generation Americans of foreign extraction) on the other. 


Mr. Lutz feels the churches have not done the educational job of preparing 
people for the rapid social change necessary to meet the revolution in techno- 
logy and the demand of people for social justice. 


"The church overemphasized individualism - the ‘you and God' concept", Lutz 
says. "Are you justified before God? Do you know Jesus Christ as your 
personal Saviour? And we tended to stop there, at what is really the starting 
point", he says. The vertical emphasis wasn't wrong but it wasn't far-reaching 
enough enough for today's needs. 


"Suddenly, it is as though somebody changes the ground rules and stresses the 
horizontal, man-to-man relationship. The theological orientation we have 
given to the faithful does not equip them to press for social justice and 
concern for neighbour. 


"The gospel itself is a revolutionary message with a lot of the seeds of 
social change."" If followed it "would certainly put the Church on the side 
of continued humanization of all our institutions". 


Part of his job at the World Council, Mr. Lutz hopes, will be involving 
people at the local level with the things the Church at the world level is 
up to. 


"Tn the last third of the 20th century", he says, "the biggest issue is not 
solving poverty here at home although that is important, but the whole 
question of the American economic, cultural and psychological presence for 
good or ill overseas. 


"Most Americans don't realize how much we are involved in other people's 
economies and how this inevitably determines the shape and quality of life 
for people who aren't even consulted. This has to do sie development, 
which has to do with peace, which has to do with mission", Mr. Lutz says. 


A low-pressure, serious young man, Charles Lutz also knows how to smile. 
Mention his family and you immediately see a beaming husband and father. 


Wife Hertha's German ancestors lived in the Ukraine under the Czars, then 
settled in large numbers generations ago on the prairies of Mid-western 
America. 


A farmer's daughter from South Dakota, she and her future husband worked in 
the same office of the American Lutheran Church in Columbus, Ohio. They were 


(more) 
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married in 1955 and have three children: Timothy Karl, 12; Gretchen 
Kay, 9%; and Nathan Kent, 8. A budding artist, Nathan's wildlife and 
underwater paintings hang somewhat informally in daddy's office. 


Charles Lutz was born in a Lutheran parsonage at New Prague, a small rural 
town in southern Minnesota. He is the oldest of six children. His father 
occupies an American Lutheran church in Iowa. 


The Lutz family moved to Iowa when Charles was six. His father's people. 
had immigrated to the U.S. from Saxony and Alsace-Lorraine in the mid-19th 
century. His mother's family had roots in what is now Western Germany. | 
Mr. Lutz and his four brothers and one sister are now raising money to send 
their parents to Germany which their mother has never seen. Their father 
.was.an Army chaplain, stationed in southern Germany without his family. for 
three years when Charles was in junior high school. ; 


In 1953, Charles Lutz received a Bachelor of Arts in English from Wartburg 
College, an ALC school in Waverly, Iowa. He wanted to work in journalism, 
probably with the church, but not as a clergyman. 


After earning a degree in theology at Capital Seminary, Columbus, Ohio in 
1957, he did graduate work toward a master's degree in journalism at the 
University of Minnesota from 1959-1960, with supplementary work in philosophy 
and political science. 


While at seminary, he was part-time assistant to to the editor of ONE, the inter- 
Lutheran youth magazine for high school students. From 1956 to 1966 he was 
editor, and in this period the magazine received an award for editorial 

courage and a design award from the Associated Church Press. 


Fortress Press recently published A Christian's Dictionary for youth and lay- 
men co-authored by Mr. Lutz and James S. Kerr, advertising manager for a 
Greenville, Pennsylvania firm. | 


Politics exert a strong pull on Charles Lutz. Asked what he missed most 
since leaving Minnesota, he said the clean, fresh air of the prairies and his 
seat on the Central Committee of the Democratic Party in Minnesota. 


Now living in Leonia, New Jersey, he finds Eastern politics both less sophi- 
sticated and less populist than in Minnesota. "The degree and effectiveness 

of citizen participation is quite a bit more advanced in the Twin Cities of 
Minnesota than I'm finding here", he says wistfully. "There is more cynicism 
here about one's ability to change things. The people here may well be right." 


New Jersey doesn't yet know that it is almost sure to get some kind of 
political involvement from the newest member of the World Council's staff - 
but it. will, it will. 

EPS 


(Photograph available from WCC Film/Photo Section, 150 route de Ferney, | 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-d; SFr/DM 5.) 
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COURAGE AND IMAGINATION 
NEEDED AT "SALT" — BLAKE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A hope that the U.S. and Soviet delegates to the strategic 
arms limitation talks (SALT) will muster enough courage and imagination to 
go well beyond the control of fear, was expressed by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, here this week. 


The talks, which begin in Helsinki on November 17, could eventually save 
mankind from the horror of a nuclear war. 


Dr. Blake's statement, made in response to requests from church circles in 
Finland, said he hoped the two nations would establish "relations which will 
free part of our vast resources for the genuine priorities of the human race". 


The American-born churchman said a stop to the arms race would perhaps lead 
"mankind to redirect its attention to the tremendous needs in such areas as 
development and social justice". 


Both sides have recognized that next week's talks could become one of the 
most important conferences in history if they pave the way to full negotia- 
tions. 


The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in the Swedish city of 
Uppsala last year urged the Council's 235 member churches to insist with 

their governments that it is of prime importance "to prevent nuclear war" 

and that "further steps are needed, especially the extension of the test-ban 
to underground tests and the prevention of the establishment of anti-ballistic 
missile systems by agreement between the USA and the USSR". 


The first international move to prevent the world from blowing itself to bits 
with nuclear weapons came 24 years ago — three months after the American 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


In November 1945, the United States, Great Britain and Canada proposed the 
creation of a United Nations Commission to prevent the use of atomic energy 
for destructive purposes. Many nuclear conferences since then have foundered 
on details of a control system. But the vast increase in production of 
nuclear arms by the United States and the Soviet Union gives particular 
importance to the Helsinki talks. . 


Meanwhile, churches in Finland have called a "prayer service" in the Festival 
Hall of Helsinki University on November 16. The service will be led by the 
Bishop of Helsinki, the Rt. Rev. Aarre Lauha, and other pastors. 


Sermons will be preached in English, German, Swedish and Russian by ministers 
of the various language congregations in Helsinki. 
EPS 
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RACE PROGRAMME RECEIVES 
FIRST GIFT OF $100,000 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The first major contribution to the World Council of 
Churches' half-million-dollar programme to combat racism is a gift of 
$100,000 (£41,666) from the United Methodist Board of Missions in the 
United States. 


The board made the appropriation at its annual meeting in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts recently. It was one of several grants for a variety of black 
causes related to education and economic development. The United Methodist 
Church with more than 11 million members is the second largest Protestant 
denomination in the U.S. 


Funds received by the World Council will help finance a five-year programme 

to attack racism. As approved by the Central Committee at Canterbury, 
England, last August, it includes the raising of a special fund to be 
distributed among organizations of oppressed racial groups or those supporting 
victims of racial injustice. The World Council pledged $200,000 from its 
reserves and asked the 235 member churches to contribute at least $300,000 

in addition. 


An International Advisory Committee of 20 specialists, soon to be named, 
will advise on which organizations should benefit from the special fund. 
Only limitation is that their purposes are "not inconsonant with the general 
purposes of the World Council and the two divisions giving up some of their 
reserves" (the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service and 
the Division of World Mission and Evangelism). 


A second facet of the five-year programme calls for a three-man secretariat 
in Geneva to assist churches to combat racial injustice and find ways of 
standing for the rights of the victims of racism. 


Teams of inquiry will focus on selected areas on all continents to spur 
ecumenical understanding and action. Specific issues that obstruct common 
action, such as the question of reparations and the sharing of economic 
and political power, will be examined in consultations. Opportunities for 
confrontation will be provided for those with different views on how to 
achieve racial justice. 


The World Council has also pledged to examine its own structures, programmes 
and budgets with a view to increasing support of efforts for racial justice. 
EPS 


BISHOP LILJE TO RETIRE 


Berlin, (EPS) -- Bishop Hanns Lilje, 70, has announced that he plans to 
retire from the leadership of the Evangelical Church of Hanover. Appearing 
at the church synod for the first time in a year, he expressed his concern 
that the question of his successor should be carefully considered and a 
decision made before the present synod leaves office in March 1971. 


One of the six presidents of the World Council of Churches, Bishop Lilje has 
been suffering from tuberculosis and last May decided not to seek re-election 
as president of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany. 

EPS 
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DICARWS ASKS $200,000 TO AID 
YUGOSLAV EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Following its transmission of $10,000 to Patriarch German 
to be used for the relief of earthquake victims in Yugoslavia (EPS No. 38), 
the World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service has issued an emergency appeal for $200,000. 


Funds sent in response to this appeal will be used in the permanent re- 
habilitation of the devastated area possibly by the building of a health 
centre or school. 


Helmut Reuschle, the division's material aid officer, has visited the earth- 
quake zone and talked with church leaders, government officials and Red Cross 
representatives. They stressed that the immediate needs of the 100,000 or 

so persons affected by the disaster are being taken care of, but that inter- 
national help is sought for the extensive reconstruction effort that is 
necessary. 


The rebuilding of shattered towns and villages is now being planned by the 
authorities. As soon as agreement is reached, Mr. Reuschle will return to 
Yugoslavia for further discussions about the most appropriate way for the 
churches to demonstrate their solidarity with those who have suffered in the 
earthquake. 


The $200,000 appeal was made October 31 and was the third one that month 
which DICARWS circulated. The other two were for victims of floods in 
Tunisia ($250,000) and Korea ($96,000). 


EPS 
SOUTH AFRICAN BAPTISTS 
WITHDRAW FROM CHURCH COUNCIL 
Durban, (EPS) -- The Baptist Union of South Africa decided to withdraw from 


the South African Council of Churches. 


"Over the past decade, differences with the Council's liberal stance have 
increased to the point of incompatibility", the union's press representative 
said in releases circulated after the annual assembly. "Full identification 
with this body had become so embarrassing that the Assembly decided by a 
large majority to disassociate itself from the Council." 


In his president's address, Donald Macpherson referred to Christians' responsi- 
bilities in a multiracial society, saying: ''The church's primary task is to 
seek the conversion of men to the will of God so that in their spheres of 
influence in national life they will exercise a moral force that exposes in- 
justice and social evil and creates an atmosphere in which these can and must 
be challenged. 


"It is through the redeemed community, not the high-sounding resolutions 
passed by church courts, that the conditions of a renewed and reformed 
society will be met", the president added. 

EPS 
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IRISH CHURCHES OUT OF TOUCH, 
SAYS ECUMENICAL SECRETARY 


Dublin, Irish Republic, (EPS) -- The churches in Ireland have lost touch 
with a sizable section of the community, the Rev. Norman Taggart told a 
recent meeting of the Dublin Council of Churches here. 


Mr. Taggart, who is secretary of the Irish Council of Churches, said both 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches have "clearly lost touch with 
political extremists". He continued, "An increasing number of ordinary 
people are indifferent to the Church, no longer feeling the need of the 
support it once provided." 


"More serious", Mr. Taggart said, "we are in danger of losing contact with 
a growing number of discerning young people who are increasingly critical 
of the institutional church." 


"These young people see the Church as a stout defender of the status quo 
at a time when they believe that society is crying out for radical re- 
structuring. At the moment many are still more or less within reach of 
the institutional church, but they are seldom made to feel at home in it. 
Unless we learn quickly to grapple with the real issues of the day we may 
lose them and the valuable contribution that they have to make." 


The theme of the meeting was "The Role of the Protestant Churches in the 
Ireland of the '70s". 


Mr. Taggart said that over the years the various churches had tended to go 
it alone, and had lacked the will to create the machinery and procedures 
which would have enabled them to engage effectively in joint consultation 
and action. 


"This is especially true when you consider the relationship between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Protestant churches, and even contacts 
between the Protestant churches have not been highly developed. 


"Tf there had been a committee, representative of all the churches, including 
the Roman Catholic, working quietly and openly over the years and making it 
plain that organic union was not part of its remit, it could have played an 
invaluable part in exploding myths, clearing up misunderstandings, creating 
confidence and bringing a Christian mind to bear on the problems so manifest 
in our society", he said. 

EPS 


NETHERLANDS CHURCH SEEKS WCC MEMBERSHIP 


Lunteren, Netherlands, (EPS) -- The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
voted 60 to 4 (with one abstention) to apply for membership in the World 
Council of Churches. All six theological professors concurred with the 
motion. This church of 808,000 adherents is the third largest church in the 
Netherlands after the Roman Catholic Church and the Netherlands Reformed 
Church. Earlier motions to apply for membership in the WCC were rejected 
by the synod. The church already participates in the work of the World 
Council through the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 

EPS 
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URBAN/ INDUSTRIAL MINISTERS 
OF NORTH AMERICA CONFER 


Toronto, Canada, (EPS) -- The first joint consultation of North American 
churchmen on the subject of urban and industrial mission took place here 
November 1-2 at the invitation of the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


Of the 36 participants from Canada and the U.S., almost all are engaged 
professionally in urban ministry or industrial mission at the local, 
regional or national level. 


Dr. Daisuke Kitagawa of the DWME staff told how his office sought to 
strengthen local and national efforts by putting them into ecumenical per- 
spective and where necessary giving consultative services and financial aid. 
Dr. Kitagawa and Canon Maurice Wilkinson of the Canadian Council of Churches 
served as co-chairmen of the meeting. 


Members of the Advisory Group which guides the WCC work reported on their 
meeting in Nairobi last July and told of the questions raised by Third 

World churchmen. Making the report were Dr. George Todd and the Rev. Randolph 
Nugent of New York and the Rev. John Wagner of Los Angeles, California. 


The impact of North American industries upon the economy of the developing 
countries was described by Mr. Fred Goff of the North American Congress on 
Latin America. 


Three questions took precedence in the discussions: 


- how to relate the experience gained from urban/industrial ministries 
to the policy and strategy of world mission boards of the denomina- 
tions, 


- how to facilitate communication between the many groups that trans- 
cend denominational lines, 


- how to step up the North American churches' participation in the 
world-wide movement to explore this most significant frontier of 
Christian mission. 


All participants were given assignments to implement various ideas put forward 
by the consultation. 
EPS 


15% OF PORTO ALEGRE DELEGATES UNDER 25 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A tabulation of 90% of the registrations for the Lutheran 
World Federation Assembly in Brazil shows that the delegates who will rep- 
resent the member churches next year will be younger, on the average, than 
any previous LWF assembly. About 15% of them belong to the post-war genera- 
tion. The others fall into three age groups of equal size: 26-45, 45-55 
and over 55. Barely 62% of the 217 registrations so far received are from 
clergymen. 

EPS 
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NEW STAFF NAMED BY WORLD YMCA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The new associate secretary general of the World Alliance 
of YMCAs with headquarters here is Mr. Orville H. Emmons, 62, an American 
who has spent 28 years in field service for the New England Area Council 

of YMCAs, a unit of the National Board of YMCAs-USA. For the past 12 years 


he has served as area secretary for the council with offices in Boston, 
Massachusetts. 


He succeeds W.H. Denison, who is retiring December 31 as chief officer for 
administration, finance and personnel. Mr. Denison completes a lifetime 

of service to the YMCA including stints in the U.S. and Egypt. One specialty 
was developing YMCA interests and programme in industrial management. 

Mr. and Mrs. Denison will retire in Maine. 


Another new staff member of the World Alliance is Mr. John Peacock, 30, who 
has been regional secretary for New South Wales, Australia. He takes over 
as secretary for student and youth work from Hector Caselli, who becomes 
general secretary for the South American Confederation of YMCAs, residing 
in Montevideo, Uruguay. 


Mr. Peacock particpated in a consultation on work with students in 1967 and 
in 1968 received the Churchill Fellowship enabling him to make a six-month 
study of youth services in North America and Europe. 

EPS 


LEADING INDIAN CHRISTIAN DIES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Word has been received here of the death of the Rt. Rev. 
Rajah B. Manikam, 72, retired Bishop of the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in South India. He died November 7, presumably at his home in Tiruchirappalli. 


Circumstances and cause of death were not known here. 


Bishop Manikam was East Asia secretary for the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council from 1951 to 1956, serving as an 
"ecumenical ambassador among the Asian churches, interpreting them to one 
another, fostering mutual service and effective witness, and strengthening 
the bonds between the churches in Asia and the Church Universal". This 
helped to lay the groundwork for the East Asia Christian Conference, which 
was organized at Prapat, Sumatra in March 1957. 


In 1956 Rajah Manikam was consecrated Bishop of Tranquebar in the Tamil 
Lutheran Church, the first Indian elevated to this office. He retained this 
post until retirement in 1967 and was also president of the Federation of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India for many years. 


A vice-president of the Lutheran World Federation from 1957-63, he continued 
on the LWF Executive Committee. Last month he was a principal lecturer at 
an All-India Conference on Theological Education at Madras. 


Bishop Manikam's WCC service was preceded by 10 years as executive secretary 


of the National Christian Council of India. 
EPS 
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GREEK BISHOPS 
ACCUSE ARCHBISHOP 


Athens, (EPS) -- A pro-government newspaper has accused three bishops who 
launched an attack on the Primate of Greece, Archbishop Hieronymos, of 
being agitators within the church and "wishing to return to the corruptions 
of the past", according to a Reuters report. 


The bishops, Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Piraeus, Panteleimon of Corinth 
and Nicodimos of Jihnon and Nevrokopiou (Macedonia), had accused the arch- 
bishop of legal irregularities in the appointment of members of the Holy 
Synod last spring. 


They claimed the appointments to the synod - supreme administrative body of 
the Greek Orthodox Church - were made in violation of both common and canon 
law, and that subsequent decisions of the synod and of the hierarchy - formed 
of all metropolitans - were not valid. 


The bishops' accusations are based on the findings of the "Judicial Council", 
a state advisory body on legal matters, which had declared that the meeting 

of the hierarchy was illegal and the decisions taken - including the formation 
of the synod - therefore invalid. 


Bishop Chrysostomos charged the archbishop with "deliberately ignoring canon 
law - a fact damaging to the Orthodox Church". 


Last week, Archbishop Hieronymos said in a televised interview that the 
appointment of the synod members was legal in substance although some formali- 
ties might not have been observed. 


The Athens newspaper Eleftheros Kosmos (Free World) - which usually reflects 
the government's views - said following the television interview: ''Public : 
opinion remembers the heavy atmosphere of suffocating fumes that surrounded 
the church before Hieronymos became archbishop, immediately after the April 
1967 army revolution. They are creating noise over non-existent matters 
relating to a trivial argument about formalities", the newspaper said. 


The newspaper warned: "Let there be no doubt that we will make revelations 
if those who conspire against the church do not regain their senses in time." 
EPS 


RHODESIAN LAND BILL CRITICIZED 


Salisbury, Rhodesia, (EPS) -- The Land Distribution Bill proposed by the 
Rhodesian Government is "an infringement of the basic rights of all races", 
according to a group of Christians who met here November 6. 


According to the bill, now before a parliamentary commission, the land is to 
be divided half-and-half between the European population (less than 250,000) 
and the African population (five million). It will not be possible for a 
person of one race to own land allotted to the other race or to work within 
the zone allocated to the other race without permission. 


The meeting of Christians, including Roman Catholics, Protestants, and the 
Salvation Army, termed the bill "a contradiction of the teaching of Christ". 
EPS 


No. 39 - 13th November, 1969 9 


LARGER ECUMENICAL YOUTH SECRETARIAT 
FOR MIDDLE EAST IS SOUGHT 


Beirut, (EPS) -- Reinforcement of the joint youth office in the Near East 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches and the World Student Christian 
Federation was recommended by a consultation of Protestant, Orthodox, Greek 
and Coptic Catholic churchmen which met in Cyprus recently. 


The addition of two executive secretaries to the present one-man secretariat 
and the formation of a new advisory committee to guide their work was 
recommended by 30 youth and student workers and church leaders from the Arab 
countries, Iran and Israel. Chairing the Cyprus session was Samir Kafiety, 
an Arab Evangelical priest from Beirut. 


The new secretaries are needed to do research, study and training and to 
start a programme of information and communication. Suggested were studies 
on university problems and the involvement of high school students in church 
and social renewal. Documentation is also needed on the churches and the 
Palestinian problem. 


At present Mr. Gabriel Habib operates the Beirut youth office for the WCC 
and the WSCF. 
EPS 


NEW ORTHODOX BISHOP 
FOR JAPAN CONSECRATED 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- Father Theodosius Nagashima, 35, was consecrated Bishop of 
Kyoto, Japan, in a special service in the Orthodox Cathedral here November 2. 
The ceremony was performed by Bishop Vladimir of Tokyo and Archbishop John 
of San Francisco (USA), a former member of the World Council of Churches’ 
Central Committee. 


The Church of Japan is one of the most active Orthodox missionary churches 
presently under the jurisdiction of the Russian Orthodox Church of America. 
Founded in 1880 by the Russian missionary Nickolas Kasatkin, the mission is 
served by 28 priests, all of whom are Japanese. Some seminary students are 
trained in Tokyo, others study abroad. The new bishop will serve as 
auxiliary bishop of Tokyo. 


The Patriarchate of Moscow has also established a mission here headed by 
Bishop Nickolai Sayema and served by three priests, one a Russian. 


It is held likely that the consecration of the new bishop will lead to the 
establishment of an independent and autonomous Orthodox Church in Japan. 
EPS 


PATRIARCH REITERATES PLEA ON EASTER 


Athens, (EPS) -- Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, spiritual leader of 
Eastern Orthodoxy, has again urged Christians to agree on a common day for 
the celebration of Easter. In a letter to M. Spiros Alexiou, religious 
editor of the daily Ethnos here, the Patriarch thanked the journal for a 
series of articles on the necessity of a common celebration. 

EPS 
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FOURTH SPANISH CONGRESS 
TAKES PULSE OF PROTESTANTISM 


Barcelona, (EPS) -- Approximately 1,500 people attended the evening sessions 
of the Fourth Congress of the Protestant Churches in Spain, held October 29 
to November 1 in a theatre in the old section of Barcelona. 


Some 650 were officially registered for the entire congress, including 25-30 
foreign delegates most of whom responded to invitations from the Spanish 
Evangelical Church. 


Theme of the four-day meeting was "Unity, Service and Witness". An opening 
address on the problems of unity was given by Dr. Daniel Vidal, lecturer at 
the Theological Seminary in Madrid. The Rev. José M. Martinez gave a talk 
on the present world situation and its implications in the spiritual realm. 
Bishop Ramon Taibo of the Reformed Episcopal Church dealt with "The witness 
of the Resurrection". 


Daytime discussion groups gave youth, laymen and clergy a chance to take the 
pulse of Protestantism in Spain. The young people said the witness of some 
Protestant groups is “anachronistic or inadequate for the Spanish man of 
today". Calling for a balance between theological and the sociological 
emphases, the youth said: "Only co-operation is able to give us the answer 

to the "here and now'. Service, co-operation and the opening of horizons 

and programmes ought to be brought to a climax inside and outside our circle." 


Fifty adults discussed Christ's words "That ye may be one" and reached the 
conclusion that all those who know Christ as their saviour live in the same 
communion with one another that Christ has with the Father. 


The clergy group urged a re-examination of areas in which it might be possible 
to work together for the extension of the gospel in Spain. 


The Rev. Humberto Capo, general secretary of the Spanish Evangelical Council, 
told the congress that "in order to make a complete witness, it is urgent 
that Protestants provide valid answers to the major problems of mankind: 
hunger, social inequality, racial discrimination, political oppression". 


On his return from the congress, Dr. Heinrich Puffert, secretary for Europe 
in the World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service, said the fact that Protestant churches in Spain were able | 
to hold a national go Ce for the first time since 1934 is a sign of their 
changed situation..."a step forward". 

EPS 


BRAZILIAN LUTHERAN LEADER DIES 


Porto Alegre, Brazil, (EPS) -- Dr. Ernesto T. Schlieper, 60, president of 
the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil, died here 
October 31. The first full-time president of the largest Lutheran body 
in Latin America had had surgery a year ago but remained active in church 
affairs. As chairman of the Lutheran World Federation's Commission on Latin 
America and on its Executive Board, he had launched preparations to. receive 
the LWF's Fifth Assembly next July. . Bishop Schlieper was on the WCC's 
Central Committee from 1961 to 1968. 

EPS 
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Special Article 


YOUTH: NEW IMPACT AT PORTO ALEGRE 


by Neil Mellblom 
Lutheran World Federation 


A young man of today - bearded, in turtleneck sweater and loose-fitting 
plaid sports coat - speaks in quiet, but intense, tones: 


",...there's this deep ambivalence about youth, and the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion is in the same boat as other church groups, as most institutions and 
organizations. 


"On the one hand, the Establishment fears the possibility of complete aliena- 
tion of young people, so it tries to get them involved. On the other hand, 
the combination of youth, Establishment and issues is so explosive that we 
have people working overtime to avoid an encounter..." 


Darroll Bryant referred specifically to the Lutheran World Federation because 
he is staff co-ordinator for the federation's "World Encounter of Lutheran 
Youth" programme - a tour-conference event related to the Fifth Assembly of 
the LWF next July 14-24 at Porto Alegre, Brazil. 


Most world church conferences have their pre-assembly meetings. Young people 
normally have theirs, which often is quickly forgotten as the elders process 
and pronounce at the prime-time meeting. This might not be the case at 

Porto Alegre. 


If young people at the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches went 
home from Uppsala discouraged that their placards, pamphlets and other per- 
suasive efforts failed to bring them immediately into the decision-making 
circles, they also know their voice was heard. The WCC itself listened - 
the next Central Committee meeting will have 15-20 advisers under 30 and 
structure committee men are charged with considering a more prominent role 
for youth at coming assemblies. The World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
listened - delegations to its Nairobi meeting next August are encouraged to 
include youth, and one-man representations are allowed an extra delegate, 
but only if he or she is under 30. 


The Lutheran World Federation not only listened but answered, in a way many 
have hailed as valient and others, nervously, have seen as precipitous. 
Meeting in August 1968, still in the echo of Uppsala, the Executive Committee 
broke all Lutheran. assembly tradition and voted to give some 40 people 
between the ages of 18-25 full delegate status. They will be part of a 

total voting body of 250. 


What are the implications of such an action by a world confessional body 
grounded in history and tradition and governed by mature, careful men? 
Complex enough, considering the general cry of youth today. Complexity 


(more) 
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compounded, considering the site of the Assembly itself. This is teeming 
Brazil, where: socio-economic problems are glaring, where ambassadors can 
be kidnapped, where generals select a president. 


Lutherans have now had time to consider these factors and, in effect, 
already have launched their 1970 Assembly. Questions have been raised in 
many quarters as to both the possibility and wisdom of holding a world 
Lutheran meeting in a "third world" country under military control. Debate 
of this issue itself can have direct application to the Assembly theme, 
"Sent into the World", with its study sections on mission, ecumenism and 
Christian social responsibility. . 


And underlying the debate is the concern for and about youth. How will 
they act, or react? Will they cause trouble, touch off an explosion? 
Darroll Bryant (college lecturer in religion and social reform activist) 
prefers to examine these questions in terms of the type of participants 
coming to the World Encounter of Lutheran Youth (a "pretentious enough" 
title, he comments). 


The 40 or so voting youth delegates will have been selected by their home 
churches and will sit in the Assembly with those church delegations. 
Previously they and other young people from all continents - including 
several from non-Lutheran youth groups and some from secular organizations - 
will have had orientation meetings in Mexico City and Araras near Rio de 
Janeiro, small-group tours throughout Latin America and their own pre- 
Assembly consultation at Sao Leopoldo, near Porto Alegre. All of then, 

now, are involved with youth groups in their own countries in the study of 
two key issues - World Hunger and Student Unrest. They will present their 
conclusions to the Assembly, and help to determine Assembly actions. 


Bryant smiles and comments: "We're certainly not planning demonstrations or 
an explosion - which is not to say this might not occur." 


What must be realized, the youth programme co-ordinator goes on, is that the 
young participants are preparing themselves thoroughly in their own study 
areas and in the theme of the Assembly. They appreciate the opportunity to 
take an active part and intend to exercise their role responsibly. And 

they will not necessarily constitute a "power bloc" within the Assembly - 
there is wide diversity among the youth participants and considerable differ- 
ence of opinion can be expected out of the many church, national and personal 
backgrounds. Also, several of the young people have been selected because 

of their potential as future leaders of their own churches, Bryant notes. 
This raises the question, he added, as to "how much they already see eye- 
to-eye with the Establishment". 


At the same time, the Assembly programme contains flash-points of potential 
conflict. 


On the question of ecumenical relations, Bryant says: "Questions of doctrinal 
foundations and long traditions just don't mean that much - unity is something 


a lot of young people have experienced in their engagement with the world..." 


(more) 
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On Christian social responsibility: "Many people still raise the question 
whether or not the Church should be involved in society. As far as youth 
1s concerned, that's a wrong question. The Church is a part of society; 
the question is how we exercise our role within that context." 


Also, if youth at the Assembly find themselves continually thwarted in trying 
to make meaningful contact with the Brazilian society, "to raise critical 
questions and so on", the 29-year-old lay theologian goes on, "I can well 
imagine a kind of frustration building and leading to the conviction that 


some act of solidarity with the oppressed sectors of Brazilian society is 
necessary". 


But advance fears of a youth "power bloc" are premature, according to Bryant. 
Such blocs can be developed only by the Assembly itself; in the case of 
youth, for instance, if it considers the voice of youth as inconsequential 
or juvenile. 


And if such fears exist, he says, they go deeper than the immediate question 
of youth participation at Porto Alegre: 


"Here, I would refer to some psychoanalytical interpretations of the genera- 
tion gap in terms of the question of sexuality. One of the problems is that 
people in positions of power see youth not only as a threat to their power 
but also as a threat to their sexuality. Because they're so outspoken, brash, 
forward and so on, the youth come on like young stallions and challenge not 
only the power structure but the masculinity of those who hold the power." 


Certainly the youth at Porto Alegre will come on strong. They will expect 
to be heard; they have an "image" to uphold, in their own group and among 
their peers around the world. And if short in years, they may prove very 
long in wisdom - and bring a new dimension of impact as well as excitement 
to the forthcoming world gathering. 

EPS 
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PROJECTS COMBATTING RACISM DESERVE 
SUPPORT, GERMAN CHURCHMEN SAY 


Arnoldshain, Germany, (EPS) -- The political and economic structures in 
Germany should be changed because "they lead to the exploitation of the 
poorer countries". This was the consensus expressed by the ecumenical 
secretaries of the regional churches (landesktrchen), the Free Churches 

and church organizations who held a three-day consultation at the Evangelical 
Academy here the last part of October. 


Full support was voted for the World Council of Churches" programme to 
combat racism approved by the Central Committee at Canterbury last August 
(EPS No. 31). In the allocation of church funds for development, some 
should be given to projects that help to combat racism, the German church- 
men said. 


The final report of the Arnoldshain consultation stated: "In spite of 
personal efforts by many Christians, the German churches and their missions 
have consciously or unconsciously helped to set up economic systems that 
exploit the poorer countries.'' Through their involvement in the social 
system the churches still contribute to this exploitation. They are thus 
helping to consolidate racism. 


Since the racial conflict today is being fought out primarily in the economic 
and political spheres, solutions must be sought especially in the area of 
world trade policy and political alliances, the ecumenical secretaries agreed. 


"In view of their guilt and responsibility for anti-Semitism, the German 
churches should speak and act with extreme clarity on this question", the 
consultation said. They should endeavour to make reparation for the wrong 
that was and is being done to victims of the present economic system based 
on racial exploitation. 

EPS 


YWCA BOARD ALLOCATES $100,000 
FOR BLACK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


New York, (EPS) -- The National Board of the Young Women's Christian Associa- 
tion has voted an initial fund of $100,000 for black economic empowerment. 
Half of the sum, to be raised from staff and volunteers, will go to the Inter- 
religious Foundation for Community Organization (IFCO), a coalition of 
religious groups and community groups working for minority development. The 
remaining 50% will support "Y" programmes to accomplish racial justice. These 
include scholarships, resource centres for black college and university women 
and other projects to be determined. 


More than $15,000 of the total was pledged by YWCA leaders at the board meeting. 


Methodist Women's Gift 


In Boston, Massachusetts the Women's Division of the United Methodist Board 
of Missions voted to give at least $200,000 to Black Methodists for Church 
Renewal (BMCR), a black caucus within the United Methodist Church. The money 
will be paid before the end of 1972. 

(more) 
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The division voted 27-17 to divide between the BMCR and the board's 
National Division an amount comparable to funds to be gained from the sale 
of 5,414 shares of Dow Chemical Co. stock. The stock is being disposed of 
as a protest against Dow's alleged "moral irresponsibility" in manufacturing 
napalm and other munitions used in the Vietnam war. 


EPS 
BRITISH FUND-RAISING AGENCIES 
ISSUE TRADE/AID MANIFESTO 
London, (EPS) -- Eight voluntary agencies in Britain, including Christian 


Aid and the Catholic Institute for International Relations, have launched 
"Action for World Development". This is "a joint programme to keep the 
urgency of development issues and problems before the public, and to pro- 
mote action by the responsible authorities". 


The co-operating agencies have issued a manifesto which states: "The 
present division of humanity into rich and poor countries is an intolerable 
condition which must be changed."" It presents immediate demands for action 
by the British Government. These include the acceptance of the UNCTAD 
target of 1% of gross national product for overseas aid by 1972, with 0.7 
of the total in the form of official aid, the waiving of interest on loans 
and a reduction both in the tying of aid and in "the protection of domestic 
industries at the expense of developing countries". 


The manifesto also urges Britain to take the lead in pressing for inter- 
national acceptance of the recommendations of the Pearson Report, for 
commodity agreements to stabilize prices, and for a scheme of generalized, 
non-reciprocal preferences for manufactures and semi-manufactures from 
developing countries. 


This is the first time that prominent fund-raising aid agencies in Britain 
have agreed to a manifesto on trade and aid and launched an action programme. 
Participating agencies,in addition to those already named, are Oxfam, War on 
Want, the United Nations Association, the Overseas Development Institute, 
Universities’ Fight for Economic Development, and Youth against Hunger. 


A policy group is made up of the directors of the participating agencies, 
and a representative staff team is led by Christian Aid's Stephen Macdonald 
as co-ordinator. The team will work closely with the many local World 
Development Action Groups now springing up in Britain. 

EPS 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES ASK MILLION IN AID 


Sydney, (EPS) -- The Australian Council of Churches will undertake $A1,000,000 
relief and development aid programme in 1970, the largest ever accepted by 

the council. Funds raised in this year's aid programme were expected to 
exceed $800,000. 


The 1970 programme covers projects in 40 different countries, with the 

largest proportion going to South-East Asian nations. Other large contribu- 

tions will aid projects in Africa ($100,000), and the Middle East ($70,000). 
EPS 


No. 39 - 13th November, 1969 16 


RUSSIAN JOURNAL HITS WCC's 
"IMPERIALISTIC ACTIVITY" 


New York, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches has been identified with 
Western “imperialistic activity" and anti-Marxist attitudes in an article 
distributed widely in the Soviet Union. 


Entitled "Ecumenism: Its Social Significance, Ideology and Purpose", the 
text appeared earlier this year in Political Self-Education (circulation 
over 1,000,000) published in Moscow. It was translated into English by 
Dr. Paul B. Anderson and appears belatedly in the September issue of 


Religion in Communist Dominated Areas, publication of the National Council 
of Churches (USA). 


The article, written by one N. Grodienko, shows considerable knowledge of, 
the modern ecumenical movement. For the most part, details on the history 
and the operating structure of the World Council are correct. | 


The lengthy discussion is a broadside against Christianity in general as 
well as the WCC. The intimation is made that the Russian Orthodox Church, 
a member of the World Council, has acquiesced with what is considered the 
Western anti-Socialist orientation of the Council. 


While not totally condemning the recent Christian-Marxist dialogue, the 
writer sees little value in the development. ''The interests of the working 
masses are set forth, defended and supported not by Christianity or any 
other kind of religion, but by scientific communism", stated Mr. Grodienko. 


He accused the World Council of Churches of imperialism for taking stands 
on the Korean war, the anti-Soviet struggles of the Hungarians over a decade 
ago, and the recent takeover of Czechoslovakia. 


He saw no substantial shift in World Council thinking since more Orthodox 
churches from Communist-controlled lands joined the council in 1961. 


Mr. Grodienko told his Soviet audience that Christianity in the "person of 

the ecumenical movement" is producing disillusionment among the "believing 

masses" who want some "solutions on sharp social political problems..." 
EPS 


OLD CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP RETIRING SOON 


Utrecht, Netherlands, (EPS) -- Dr. Andreas Rinkel, 80, will relinquish his 
office as Archbishop of Utrecht of the Old Catholic Church in the Netherlands 
in the fall of 1970. His successor will be the Rev. Prof. Marinus Kok, 
president of the seminary at Amersfoort, who will be consecrated Bishop-co- 
adjutor on December 7 in the Cathedral Church of St. Gertrudis here. 


Upon learning of Archbishop Rinkel's planned retirement Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, wrote to him: 
"The ecumenical movement will continue to remain in your debt for all the 
wisdom and service you have given to Jesus Christ through the movement." 
; EPS 
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WCC TO LAUNCH DIALOGUE 
WITH MEN OF LIVING FAITHS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- An attempt at dialogue on a new level between Christians, 
Hindus, Buddhists and Muslims will be made at a WCC-sponsored consultation 
at Ajaltoun near Beirut, Lebanon, from 16th to the 25th of March 1970. 


Dialogues between Christians and men of other faiths have been held in 
several countries in recent years. A consultation at Cartigny near Geneva 
earlier this year involved Christians and Muslims, and another in Berlin 
was between Christians, Muslims and Jews. In addition there have been 
Christian/Marxist dialogues. 


But the forthcoming Beirut Consultation will be the first occasion when men 
of several living faiths will come together at the ecumenical level under 

the auspices of the World Council to consider the state of present discussions 
and future possibilities under the theme "Dialogue between Men of Living 
Faiths". 


Out of a total of about 40 participants, 30 will be Christians (Protestant, 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic) and 10 will be men of other living faiths. The 
group invited is composed mainly of scholars who have already taken part in 
actual dialogues and who have sufficient competence in at least one other 
religion besides their own. 


"Today religious pluralism is no longer an academic point to be discussed 

but a fact of experience to be recognized", said Dr. S.J. Samartha, WCC 

staff member organizing the Beirut meeting. ''Therefore it should be possible 
for men of different religious persuasions to discuss together problems like 
human rights, peace and the future of man which are the common concern of 
people everywhere, bringing to the discussion the full respective faiths." 


Also the significance of the Christian message must be understood in the con- 
text of Christians living together with men of other faiths in multi-religious 
societies, says Dr. Samartha. A post-Beirut consultation on the theological 
implications of the findings for Christians is also planned. 


The Beirut Consultation will have as its starting point reports from earlier 
dialogues that Christians have had separately with Hindus, Buddhists, as well 
as Muslims, to see what factors hinder dialogue and which move it along 
creative lines. However, Dr. Samartha hopes the group can go beyond this 

to examine the shape of "a theological framework within which men of living 
faiths can work together while maintaining their respective commitment and 
integrity". 


The programme allows time for small groups to discuss significant points in 
the Hindu-Christian, Buddhist-Christian and Muslim-Christian dialogues. 
Opportunities will also be provided for Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim scholars 

to meet together, and for the Christians to listen to what men of other faiths 
have to say about their conditions for and expectations in such conversations. 


"Dialogue is an attempt to establish two-way traffic in what was hitherto a 


one-way street", observed Dr. Samartha. 
(more) 


No. 40 - 20th November, 1969 , ag - 3 


The emphasis will be less on scholarly papers. than on personal discussions 
in an atmosphere of friendliness, trust and mutual confidence. The hope is 
to build a community of scholars who can make their contributions to some 

of the study programmes of the World Council of Churches. The participants 
will also try to emphasize the enduring values which give distinctiveness to 
particular faiths and to see how these perspectives of faith can be brought 
to bear on issues facing people in all countries. 


The consultation, which has been planned by the WCC Department on Studies in 
Mission and Evangelism, is being called at the request of the WCC's Central 
Committee, which agreed last August that relations with men of other faiths 
and ideologies is one of the major issues for the World Council at this time. 
It. asked for a policy statement on the matter at its next meeting in Addis 
Ababa in January 1971. 


Plans for Beirut are being formulated by an ad hoc committee appointed at 

Canterbury including: Prof. Hans J. Margull of Hamburg University; 

Fr. J. Lopez-Gay, S.J., of Rome's Gregorian University; the Rev. Lynn de 

Silva, director of the Study Centre at Colombo, Ceylon; Fr. George Khodr, 

general secretary of the Orthodox Youth Movement, Beirut; and Dr. Samartha. 
, EPS 


CCIA OFFICERS VOICE CHRISTIAN 
CONCERN FOR ARMS TALKS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- As preliminary talks were starting between the U.S. and 

the USSR on strategic arms limitation, the officers of the WCC's Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs sent letters to the leaders of both 
delegations in Helsinki expressing "the deep concern of Christians. throughout 
the world" on this issue. Signing the letters were: Dr. Ulrich Scheuner, 
chairman of CCIA, and Mr. Leopoldo Niilus, director. 


Identical letters were addressed to Mr. Vladimir Semyonov, a Deputy Foreign . 
Minister of the USSR, and to the Hon. Gerald Smith, heading the U.S. 
delegation at Helsinki. 


In the letter it was noted that the CCIA had stressed the importance of "the 
agreement of the nuclear powers to pursue negotiations on effective measures 
relating to the cessation of the nuclear arms race" at its meeting in 
Kungalv, Sweden in the summer of 1968. 


"The matter has remained one of the most crucial concerns of the World 
Council of Churches", said Mr. Niilus, citing a statement by General Secre~ 
tary Eugene Carson Blake made last week and repack a in EPS. 


In that statement Dr. Blake had said: "If the super-powers would be able 

to agree mutually on a stop to the arms race...and correspondingly to a 
reduction of national expenditure on arms and defence systems, maybe mankind 
can begin to redirect its attention to the tremendous needs in such areas’ 


as devieloment and social justice.’ 


The CCIA officers assured Mr. Semyonov and Mr. smith’ of the "prayers and 
support" of Christians in the task entrusted to them. io¢ 
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BLAKE AT MORATORIUM URGES NATIONS 
TO REJECT WAR, MILITARY MIGHT 


Washington, D.C., (EPS) -- So successful was the huge peace demonstration in 
the heart of Washington last weekend that future protests will be limited to 
local demonstrations across the U.S. possibly on Christmas eve, leaders of 
both the moratorium group and the New Mobilization Committee to End the War 
agreed. 


"Traditionally, Christmas has been a time when people turn their attention 
to peace on earth", said Sam Brown, 26-year-old chief organizer of the 
moratorium group. "This year in addition to turning their attention to 
peace they will also turn their energies to that task." 


Among the 300,000 persons who came to the nation's capital for last week's 
"March Against Death" and the subsequent mass rally, clergymen and laymen 

from churches on the East Coast and the Middle West were evident in the throng. 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, American-born general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, speaking at an interconfessional service in the National Cathedral 
(Anglican) stated that "the wound of the nation has been poulticed, the flow 

of blood has been sharply reduced". Yet the improvement is only minor and 

the wound "may yet turn out to be fatal". 


Noting that Americans are deeply divided as to why peace is being sought, 

the ecumenical leader said there is no sign yet that the nations of the world 
have "seriously rejected military power and war, with its modern horrors, as 
the central instruments to keep or establish peace". 


"Too few men anywhere take the power of a righteous God seriously", Blake 
added. Even more than intellectual maturity, moral insight and repentence 
are needed to make peace. 


Also participating in the Cathedral service were the widow of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, the Rev. William Sloane Coffin, the Rev. Dr. Robert V. Moss, 
a member of the WCC Central Committee, Bishop Paul Moore, and Fr. Daniel 
Berrigan, S.J. 

EPS 


BISHOP DIETZFELBINGER VISITS GENEVA 


Geneva, (EPS) -~ Questions of development aid, missions and racism were dis- 
cussed here last week by Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger, head of the Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church in Bavaria and president of the Council of the Evangel- 
ical Church in Germany, and senior executives of the World Council of Churches. 


During a briefing session at WCC headquarters November 12-13 the bishop also 
touched on relations of the German member churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church, inter-church aid and international affairs. 


Executives of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches also took part in the conversations. 
EPS 
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NEW ROLE FOR MISSION 
DEFINED BY POTTER 


Hamburg, (EPS) -- Missions have no future in the Third World if their aim 
is merely to take European Christianity and the ideas of "Christian Europe" 
to the "pagan" world, the Rev. Philip A. Potter, director of the WCC's 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism, said in a press conference here. 


He was reporting on a three-day private conversation with two German mission 
agencies. 


In future, Potter said, missions will consist mainly in discovering the 
gospel together with the "younger churches" and using it as a criterion for 
examining not only the indigenous cultures but also the validity of the 
Western cultures. 


The press conference followed talks between the DWME staff and officers of 
the Evangelische Arbettsgemeinschaft fur Weltmisston and the Deutscher 
Evangeltscher Mtsstonsrat. Together they considered how to correct the 
impression that mission is a one-way traffic in which missionaries from 
the West take the gospel to the Third World. Mission should be a movement 
in two directions, an exchange, in which more attention is paid to "the 
basic traffic regulations of life", Potter said. 

EPS 


FIRST RESPONSE TO WCC's YUGOSLAV APPEAL 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A total of $32,630 has been promised by churches in 
Scandinavia, Holland, USA, Australia and New Zealand, to help in the re- 
construction programme in Banja Luka in Bosnia. This is in response to an 
appeal from the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service for 
$200,000 to rebuild a school or health centre (see EPS No. 39). 


Meanwhile reports from East Berlin indicate that the sum of DM100,000 has 
reached the stricken area, sent by the Protestant relief organization "Brot 


fiir die Welt". The Protestant association in Austria, "Dienst fiir die Welt", 
has appealed to the public for funds to aid victims of the earthquake in 
Yugoslavia. 

EPS 


IRISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
REFUSES MOTION ON RUGBY TEAM 


Belfast, (EPS) -- A resolution that would have asked the Irish Rugby Football 
Union to cancel its scheduled matches with the South African touring team was 
rejected by the Irish Council of Churches when it met here November 13. The 
Rev. C.G. Eyre had put forward the motion. 


The new chairman of the council elected for the next two years is the Rev. 
James Haire, principal of the Presbyterian Theological College here. The 
Archbishop of Armagh, the Most Rev. Dr. George Simms, was named vice-chairman. 

EPS 
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METHODIST/ANGLICAN MISSION 
AGENCIES WEIGH JOINT EFFORT 


London, (EPS) -- The Methodist Missionary Society and the Anglican-related 
United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel have agreed to consider 
initiating joint work in Latin America. For both agencies it would be a new 
field of work. 


Joint consultations are planned with church authorities in South America 
to see where work might be appropriate. 


Two successive Lambeth Conferences (1958, 1968) stressed the "urgent need 

for an increasing Christian witness and involvement" in the light of the 
growing importance of Latin America and the rapid social, economic, political 
and religious changes taking place there. 


British Methodism has links with only one South American area, Guyana, 
through the Methodist Conference of the Caribbean and the Americas. But it 
is eager to respond to the needs of South America, according to its missionary 
society. 
EPS 


UNION OF LUTHERAN CHURCHES 
IN RIVER PLATE PROPOSED 


Buenos Aires, (EPS) -- The United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina 
has proposed the union of five Lutheran churches and several Scandinavian 
congregations into a single church for the River Plate area. 


Such a merger would "integrate the dispersed Lutheran family in Argentina, 
Paraguay and Uruguay", according to a resolution passed by the recent 22nd 
General Synod of the United Evangelical Church. 


Letters were sent to the Evangelical Church of the River Plate, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Argentina (Missouri District), Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in the Chaco, Lutheran Church in Uruguay and seven Scandinavian communities. 
They were signed by Dr. Bela Lesko, Ricardo Pietrantonio and Juan Cobrda. 


New needs for service and witness have arisen, says the letter, which require 
the churches to consider the “legitimacy of our separation". Periodic con- 
tacts and co-operation on practical projects have shown that there are common 
concerns that cannot be solved by any one church alone. 


EPS 
LUTHERAN/REFORMED TALKS 
CONSIDER MARRIAGE PROBLEMS 
Geneva, (EPS) -- A Christian understanding of marriage must take into account 


social and psychological factors as well as theological ones, participants in 
a joint Lutheran-Reformed consultation agreed here. 


Eight specialists in the theology of marriage and marriage problems met at 
Cartigny near here November 14 in the first of two sessions to prepare them 
for a dialogue that the two world confessional families plan eventually with 


(more) 
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the Roman Catholic Church. The consultation was sponsored by the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. 


Outcome of the consultation was two draft documents dealing not only with 
psychological and sociological aspects but also with "the indissolubility 
of marriage as a theological problem". The drafts will be considered at 
the next consultation scheduled for March 19-21 at Cartigny. 


EPS 
PROF. HROMADKA RESIGNS PRESIDENCY 
OF CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 
Prague/Geneva, (EPS) -- Prof. Josef L. Hromadka, 80, professor emeritus of 


the Comenius Faculty in Prague and long-time member of the World Council of 
Churches' Central Committee, has resigned as president of the Christian 
(Prague) Peace Conference. He was founder and the only president of the 
movement which was officially constituted as the CPC at an assembly in 1961. 


Notice of his resignation was contained in a letter sent to the CPC Working 
Committee on November 14. In it he expressed full solidarity with the 
organization's general secretary, Dr. J.N. Ondra, who had tendered his 
resignation November 5. 


At the Working Committee meeting at Buckow, East Germany October 21-24 
representatives from member churches and regional committees in the USSR, 
Poland, Hungary, East Germany and Bulgaria maintained they had lost con- 
fidence in Dr. Ondra. They said the work of the CPC had stagnated in the 
last two years. 


‘The meeting came to no decision on Ondra. However, after returning to 
Prague Ondra informed the committee he had "found out" he could not continue 
to serve because he would be "a hindrance to further common co-operation 
between all without exception". He said he would continue on the Working 
Committee and the Continuation Committee. 


Professor Hromadka's letter expressed regret at not being informed of the 
intention to force Ondra's resignation, aad said he was unable to find out 
the real reasons for the loss of confidence. 


"T was disgusted by the fact that any effort to analyse this unhappy situation 
and to find some kind of unhurried solution was rejected a priori", he wrote. 


"Never during my long ecumenical experience had I met a similar situation 
when some individual or a group of members would confront our meeting with a 
similar ultimatum and insist upon its realization without discussion and 
without voting", Prof. Hromadka's letter stated. 


"T realized very clearly that the background of the drive against Dr. Ondra 
was purely political", he said, “that it had nothing to do with the real 
activity of the general secretary. If any political criticism should be 
heaped upon him, its real target was my pronouncements published in the tragic 


" i 
days of the summer of 1968", Hromadka said. (more) 
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When the Working Committee ended without a decision, the CPC president said 

he went home "with a slight hope that perhaps in an atmosphere without tension 
and excitement we would come to a compromise that an extraordinary peace 
assembly might be considered to say its word. Only this assembly is competent 
to elect or depose the general secretary and the president. 


"But at home after a long talk with an official personality I came to realize 
that the issue of Dr. Ondra had been decided at a higher political level and 
that any activity of Dr. Ondra as general secretary would be made utterly 
impossible", Hromadka wrote. 


The controversy is "one of the most tragic experiences of my public life", 
he concludes. "I have no alternative but to submit my resignation." 


Even prior to sending this letter, Dr. Hromadka had announced his intended 
resignation to the West German regional conference of the CPC meeting at Bad 
Kreuznach November 8. The meeting termed the ultimatum to Dr. Ondra "a 
menace to co-operation within the movement", and said it could not understand 
the rejection of Dr. Hromadka's proposal that a committee should examine the 
criticisms levelled against the general secretary. 


The Regional Committee disapproved the attitude of Dr. Herbert Mochalski of 
Frankfurt, international secretary of the CPC, who had supported the demand 
for Dr. Ondra's resignation at the Working Committee in Buckow. 


Oberkirchenrat Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg of Dortmund, chairman of the West 
German Regional Committee, informed EPS that apart from Mochalski and one 
or two members from the Third World, no one else from either the West or 
the Third World approved the demand for the general secretary's resignation. 


Three Leave Regional Board 


Three West Germans have left the board of the regional conference announcing 
they would convene a regional conference of their own early in 1970. They 
are Dr. Mochalski, Prof. Renate Riemack of Wuppertal and Superintendent Heinz 
Engler of Georgsmarienhutte/Osnabruck. They were reluctant to accept the 
regional conference's position, which in their view created a division within 
the movement. "We advocate the continuation of co-operation with the brothers 
in the East as always practised in an exemplary manner by the Christian Peace 
Conference", they said. 

EPS 


DEVELOPMENT CLEARING HOUSE PROPOSED 


Berlin, (EPS) -- An international clearing house to give information on 
development to voluntary agencies was proposed by representatives of 14 
government, inter-governmental and church agencies meeting here. 


The meeting was sponsored jointly by the German Foundation for Developing 
Countries and the International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA), in 
co-operation with the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Develop- 
ment (OECD). Luiz Carlos Weil represented the World Council of Churches. 


- Discussions brought out the lack of detailed information on development 
programmes among voluntary agencies and led to the recommendation. 
EPS 
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Special Report 


13th GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF FRENCH PROTESTANT FEDERATION 


by Claudette Marquet 
WCC Staff Writer 


"The 13th General Assembly of the French Protestant Federation was marked 
by perplexity and confusion." "In order to survive, the Reformed churches 
are involving themselves in the problem of development." 


These two headlines (one in the press, the other on a French TV newsbroad- 
cast) give an immediate clue to the atmosphere of the assembly, to which 
delegates came from six churches (Lutheran, Reformed, independent Evangelical 
and Baptist) as well as the Protestant relief organization CIMADE, the 
Student Christian Movement and the Paris Mission Society. 


It was obviously a hazardous venture to convene some 270 delegates, guests 
and observers (including two Roman Catholics) for three and a half days 
(November 8-11) at Grenoble, to evaluate the work accomplished by the 
Federation in these last three years, to outline its future policy and to 
consider the theme "What kind of development for what kind of man?" 


One element contributing to the confusion was a proposal for union between 
the two Reformed churches and the two Lutheran churches in France which had 
been rejected last May for motives many considered invalid, or even dis- 
honest. Delegates to Grenoble came with this recent failure fresh in their 
minds. 


Rightly or wrongly, many thought the development theme had been chosen to 
divert attention from this failure, which is all the more serious in view 
of the fact that the efforts for unity date officially from the assembly 

at Montbéliard in 1963. Other delegates could not understand why they were 
not continuing to work on the theme outlined at the Colmar Assembly of 

1966 - "A Church for others". 


It did not take journalists (and others) long to conclude that the Prot- 
estant churches of France, because they cannot unite, are turning their 
attention to a popular question to avoid facing their own internal problems. 


Mr. Albert Nicolas, FPF secretary general,introduced his report by saying: 
"The reason why the Council of the Federation decided that the Grenoble 
Assembly should consider a different theme (from that at Colmar) was not 
due to a deplorable habit of leaving one subject half finished and passing 
on to another. The real reason is that the Council concluded French Prot- 
estantism must view its own life in light of the urgent demands of today's 
world - a developing world." 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, former general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches and honorary president, introduced the theme. Although most of 
the sessions were at St. Mark's Ecumenical Centre (built by Roman Catholics 


(more) 
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and Protestants of Grenoble for the '68 Olympic Games), Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft spoke at the very modern House of Culture. His audience was large 
and attentive. 


Explaining once again why development problems are not outside the Church's 
province, he said: "This question has not been introduced into the 

Church by activists who want to transform the Church into an organization 
for social and political action. The Prophets and Jesus Christ raised 

the question of the fate of the poor and the hungry. And it is one that 
the Church must answer." 


After mentioning the failure of the UN Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) to work out a world development strategy, he said: "The greatest 
obstacle is that existing structures of the world economy are weighted in 
favour of the rich....The rules of the game are fixed so that the strongest 
are bound to win, just as in sports.'"' Other obstacles, he said, are the 
extreme complexity of the tasks facing the under-developed nations, and the 
suspicion and self-centredness of people in the rich countries. 


Paradoxically those "who see existing structures as an obstacle to achiev- 
ing world-wide justice, and who conclude that completely different 
structures must be set up through a total revolution - for those people 
development aid makes no sense. It is merely a palliative, or worse - a 
kind of opiate for the poor nations.'"' Even if it is true that the system 
of certain countries cannot be transformed without a revolution, "the 
person who wants to postpone sending any development aid until a total 
world revolution has occurred is assuming a terrible responsibility, for 
millions of human beings would certainly perish", said Dr. Visser 't Hooft. 


The question is not: should the under-developed countries be developed? 
It is rather: "what kind of development should we want and what kind of 
development should we promote?" 


The speaker then presented the four biblical concepts upon which this 
enquiry should be based: emancipation, stewardship, solidarity and rootage. 
He said that development will not have any value unless it promotes these 
concepts. 


However, economic and social development must not be regarded as a final, 
adequate answer to all human problems, concluded the speaker. "It always 
contains the seeds of both good and evil." But it would also be wrong 
“to think that development has nothing to do with the Christian hope". 


A round-table discussion followed Dr. Visser 't Hooft's address. Partici- 
pants were: Mr. Gérard de Bernis (French), technical adviser to the 
Algerian Government; the Rev. Tullio Vinay of Riesi, Sicily; Mr. Pierre 
Schrumpf, member of a committee specializing in development aid programmes; 
Mr. Aaron Tolen, sociologist from Cameroon who is Africa secretary for the 
World Student Christian Federation; and Mr. Yannick Aubron (French) who 
has spent four years in Bolivia. 


Mr. Tolen clarified where the problem lies when he said: "It is 

not so much a question of knowing what percentage should be transferred 
from here to there. The problem is whether anyone in the world today is 
prepared to pay the price of abolishing under-development, i.e. exploita- 


tion of certain areas by others." 
(more) 
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Pastor Vinay said it is inappropriate to talk about aid. "We should rather 
speak of reparations for the past and aid for the present; for we have 
ravaged those nations....In the case of the Church, we should now move from 
analysis to commitment - commitment which really costs us something". 


In many poor countries “aid is the price paid by the developed countries 

for maintaining the structures favourable to themselves", said Mr. de Bernis. 
"I don't say aid should be abolished; but unless it is put into an entirely 
new framework of international relations, it is pointless. At present it 

is merely an alibi for maintaining the status quo." 


Mr. Aubron said, "In Latin America I have never met anyone who needed aid; 
I have only met people who urged me to join them in the struggle against 
the structures of society." 


The debate was summed up by Aaron Tolen who said: "Our concept of develop- 
ment is simple: it is the struggle against the de-humanization that you are 
forcing upon us." 


The delegates then divided into working groups. A questionnaire served as 
_a basis for discussion and concrete action. The results were somewhat dis- 
appointing. Prof. Georges Crespy of the Faculty of Theology at Montpellier 
summed up the discussion by saying two trends were evident in the groups: 
the reformist and the revolutionary. Neither won a decisive victory. 


Only one of the 13 groups succeeded in clarifying a certain number of points, 
and its conclusions were adopted by the delegates. One recommendation made 
by the assembly says: "Since development problems all have political aspects, 
we urge the FPF to encourage the churches to examine sincerely their actual 
relations with the existing economic and political powers, and to ask them- 
selves what relations would really correspond to their mission." 


Another recommendation recalls the Uppsala appeal asking churches to allocate 
to development aid a percentage of their income that would represent a real 
sacrifice. It stressed, however, that this allocation "would be merely a 
token, the purpose of which was to stimulate Christians to urge their govern- 
ments to establish an international tax of 1% on the Gross National Product". 


Can it be said that the 13th assembly accomplished nothing? Some people 
seemed to think so, but it is too early to say. We must wait and see 
what effect the few decisions taken at Grenoble have on the churches. 


However, one thing is clear, namely that the churches which have not succeeded 
in uniting have not succeeded either in agreeing on a joint policy. As 
Professor Crespy emphasized, the question of development is not one question 
among many, it is the question of life and death, the question whether there 
is any future for mankind. Therefore also the achievement of unity is not 
a secondary problem; it is the question of whether there is any future 
for the churches. 

EPS 


Original version - French 
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COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT 
SET UP BY U.S. NATIONAL COUNCIL 


New York, (EPS) -- An action team has been organized within the National 
Council of Churches to help churches educate their members on the moral and 
ethical aspects of environmental care. 


The team, part of the NCC's Section on Stewardship and Benevolence, approved 
a grant to Dr. Richard A. Baer, Jr., a conservationist, who will develop 
contacts between experts in theology, ethics and science. He will also plan 
a conference for autumn 1970 and begin study of the theological dimensions 
of the present environmental crisis. 


The team also hopes to challenge the belief that technological progress 

represents human progress,to insist that individual property rights never 

take precedence over human rights, to question the military's "imperious 

claim" to natural resources and its willingness to risk massive contamination. 
EPS 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Bringing new life to the abandoned Turkish Cypriot village of Kidasi is the 
mission of Christian Peace Team described in recent feature titled "A 
Village to be Resettled" (EPS No. 37). Under the leadership of Londoner 
Roy Calvocoressi, a Canadian mechanical engineer, a Malaysian electrical 
engineer and a Welsh-born Chinese teacher are not only assisting villagers 
to renovate houses and cultivate the land, but also hope to help both 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots integrate their community. 


(592) Ann Soo offers a sympathetic ear to a returning farmer. (593) Turkish 
Cypriots are slowly picking up their old life abandoned during the 1964 con- 
flict. (594-595) Refurbished schoolroom awaits its former pupils. (596) 
Left to right: Team members Allan Logie and Ann Soo with Kidasi villager. 
(597) Miss Soo welcomes a recently returned woman. 


President and executive director of the one-year-old World Association for 
Christian Communication are the Rev. Frederick Wilson (left) of New York and 
Dr. Philip A. Johnson of London, who played leading role at annual meeting 
in Holland last month (EPS No. 36). 


Recent additions to the executive staff of the World Council of Churches 

and the Joint Committee on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX) include: 
(599) Rev. Clément Barbey, General Secretariat; (600) Miss Inga-Brita Castrén, 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism; (601) Archimandrite Anastasios 
Yannoulatos, DWME; (602) Rev.James M. Keeling, Ecumenical Institute; (603) 
Dr. Charles Elliott, SODEPAX; (604) Dr. Roy Neehall, SODEPAX; (605) the Rev. 
Ian Fraser, Division of Ecumenical Action; (606) Dr. William B. Kennedy, 
Education; (607) the Rev. Werner Simpfendorfer, Education; (608) Canon David 
Jenkins, Humanum Studies; (609) the Rev. Konrad Raiser, Faith and Order. EPS 
(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, 150 route de Ferney, 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-; SFr/DM 5.each) 
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Special Article 


HOW ARAB CHRISTIANS ASSIST PALESTINE REFUGEES 


by J. Richard Butler 
WCC Staff Member 


The spotlight has recently been focused on the churches' assistance to 
Palestinian refugees, a small proportion of whom are themselves Christian. 

A Consultation on the Palestine Refugee Problem jointly sponsored in Cyprus 
by the World Council of Churches’ members in the Middle East and the Council's 
Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS) has under- 
lined the concern of both Western Christians and their Middle East counter- 
parts. The Mideast churches have not only sheltered Palestinian refugees 

but in some instances are refugee communities. 


A brief look at recent history is instructive. A report prepared in 
November 1952 helps to put the churches' work in perspective. Prepared by 
the Rev. S.A. Morrison, first Executive Secretary of the Near East Christian 
Council's Committee for Refugee Work, the report states: 


",..it may be helpful to cast our minds back to the situation 
as it existed in 1947. At that time many of the churches in 
Palestine derived a steady income from endowments or rented 
property, of which a large proportion was located in territory 
now occupied by Israel. The Christians numbered 130,000 out 
of a total Arab population of 1,300,000. By and large they 
constituted a prosperous, well-educated minority." 


Mr. Morrison then points to the effect of the 1948 war and the division of 
Palestine and Jerusalem in particular. Various churches were separated 

from their properties and buildings. While most of these were located in 
the portion of Palestine occupied by Israel, the vast majority of Christians 
found themselves living on the Arab side of the line. Morrison concludes 

by pointing out that "most Christians, like other Arab refugees, have lost 
both their property and their employment...Thus a situation has been created 
in which almost every church in this area is, in part at least, a refugee 
church". 


In his survey in 1952, Morrison reported the assistance given by churches 
in the Middle East to the refugees. 'Most of the churches", he said, "... 
have organized their own welfare services,...hundreds of refugee families 
have taken up their residence in the convents of the Orthodox churches in 
and around Jerusalem. In the convent of St. Constantine in Jerusalem the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate is responsible for a feeding centre at which 
450 children receive a daily meal, and also for a milk-centre for 5,000 
people. The Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem provides meals daily for 
hundreds of families." 


In the report for 1953, Mr. Morrison enumerated in some detail the various 
services provided for the refugees. Including cash and use of buildings 
and rent-free property, he reaches a total estimate of $1,361,702 for 


(more) 
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refugee assistance contributed by local and mission churches, YMCA, YWCA 
and foreign Christian service agencies. Of this total, over $85,000 was 
from Middle Eastern churches, both Protestant and Orthodox. 


While the larger work for Palestinian refugees was carried on by the Near 
East Christian Council's Committee for Refugee Work, supported by gifts 
channelled through DICARWS, WCC member churches in the Middle East con- 
tinued smaller programmes of assistance to members of their own group and 
those outside the Christian community. In addition, clergy and laymen both 
gave generously of their time and energies in serving on local committees 
for refugee work, providing the grass-roots support necessary to the success 
of the larger programmes. 


Several outstanding examples of work begun primarily by local churches and 
Christian communities in the Middle East bear closer study. In Amman, 
Jordan, for example, the Greek Orthodox community working on its own initia- 
tive in the first instance developed an excellent primary and secondary 
school serving many refugees, both Christian and Moslem. This school grew 
out of the activities of a dynamic group of Orthodox laymen originally 
centred in Haifa, Palestine. 


Many were professional men who in middle age had to begin again in a new 

and different country. Feeling a keen responsibility for the children of 
their own community and other refugees, these men formed an Orthodox 
Educational Society in Amman and in time built their own school. With 

funds collected within the community, as well as a contribution from the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, the society operated the school until 
second and then third waves of refugees flooded Amman and necessitated the 
school's enlargement. 


Assistance was sought through DICARWS, WCC. Today a large, modern plant 
is being erected as a result of the initiative and hard work of the 
Orthodox community of Amman. 


The Evangelical Episcopal community in Jordan and Lebanon is made up 
entirely of refugees. Their church, St. Paul's, had been located in the 
portion of Jerusalem occupied by Israel in 1948. Their congregation was 
dispersed over three countries. Yet this group has shown imagination in 
developing a social service programme including one of the first centres 
for mentally retarded children in the Middle East. Two centres, one in 
Lebanon and one in Jordan, have been established by the church initially 
using its own resources and personnel and then seeking outside assistance. 


The Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, though it had no Palestinian 
refugees in its congregations, has cared for them in its schools, hospitals 
and other institutions. Since June 1967, some members of the church have 
been made homeless. More than £150,000 ($45,000) has been collected to 
aid both these displaced membre :s and the Palestinian refugees. 


If a proposal made at the Cyprus Consultation is followed, an information 

programme will soon be started to document the significant but often ‘over- 

looked activities of the Mideast churches to assist Palestinian refugees. 
EPS 
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CHURCHES' ROLE IN RELIEF 
COMING UP FOR DISCUSSION 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The relief operation in Nigeria/Biafra following the with- 
drawal from the scene of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
and rehabilitation efforts in Vietnam after a foreseeable cease-fire will be 
high priorities here next month when the World Council of Churches' Divi- 
sional Committee on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS) 
holds its half yearly meeting December 3-5. 


A spokesman for the division said the Council's role of coordinator in the 
Nigeria/Biafra relief operation will have to be reviewed, but he did not fore- 
see any drastic changes. 


These issues alone will compel the committee to offer long-term policy guide- 
lines to the Council's staff rather than short-term guidelines as had been 
evidenced in the past. 


The 25-member committee will hear a detailed report on the recent meeting 

in Paris between representatives of the World Council and those engaged in 
the Vietnam conflict. Also scheduled for report is the October consultation 
in Cyprus on the refugee problem in the Middle East, and the six appeals 
issued on’recent emergencies to which the division has channelled material 
aid and money over the past year. 


The Migration and Scholarship consultations held in Canterbury in August but 
not reported to the summer divisional meeting will be mentioned next month. 


Other reports to be aired pertain to the office on Ecumenical Sharing of 
Personnel and the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA). 


It was reported to the World Council's Central Committee in August that the 
churches' relief effort now covers 1,751,899 persons living at the 1,958 
feeding stations in Biafra. There are another 1,049,256 refugees at 1,586 
camps set up during the two-year war. 


The churches’ medical operation takes care of 13,935 patients in 150 sick- 
bays. It has vaccinated 796,812 persons against measles and 2,025,537 
against smallpox (EPS No. 29). 


But with the withdrawal of the ICRC from the relief operation there has been 
a big decline in the supply of. food from other countries. 


It is this important factor the committee will have to consider since the 
minimum requirement of 3,000 tons a day is nowhere near being met. The only 
major supplier now is a consortium of 35 Protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches that is unable to supply even a third of the requirement. 


The divisional spokesman said a sub-committee will look into the seriousness 
of the situation and report to the full committee for further discussion. 


The Council's preliminary investigation of rehabilitation possibilities in 
Vietnam following a cease-fire there will be reviewed following the week- 
long series of Paris meetings in October. 


(more) 
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It is understood all parties involved in the Vietnam conflict have shown 
interest in the potential involvement of the churches. The Council intends 
to make this an all-Vietnam enterprise with Vietnamese planning, programming 
and evaluating the rehabilitation programme with material assistance coming 
from churches around the world. 


The Middle East with its almost two million (1,819527) refugees, a number 
of whom are third-time victims over the past 20 years, will also come up 
at the DICARWS committee meeting. 


The much talked about Cyprus consultation urged the churches of the world to 
recognize the reality of a Palestinian community, which means that all work 
in the humanitarian field must be done not only for the Palestinians but 
with them. 


The three-day divisional committee meeting will be chaired by Dr. Hans Thimme 
of Germany. 
EPS 


AFRICAN CHURCH DELEGATION TO NIGERIA/BIAFRA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A four-man delegation headed by the Vice President of Liberia 
leaves for Nigeria/Biafra December 1 on a goodwill mission on behalf of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). 


The mission, to be headed by Dr. William Tolbert of Liberia, who is also 
president of the World Baptist Alliance, will include the Most Rev. J.K. 
Amissah, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Ghana; the Rev. John Gatu of Kenya, 
general secretary of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa; and the Rev. Seth 
Nomenyo of the Evangelical Church of Togo, a member of the Faith and Order Com- 
mission of the World Council of Churches. 


The Second Assembly of the AACC in Abidjan last September voted to send a 
mission to Christians in Nigeria and the former Eastern Region (1) to convey 
personally the fraternal greetings and concern of the churches of Africa and 
(2) to consult with them on what service the AACC as a fellowship of Christians 
could render in this difficult situation. 


EPS 
BUSINESS LEADERS REPROVED 
FOR IGNORING DEVELOPMENT 
Vevey, Switzerland, (EPS) -- "This colloquy has been unrealistic and un- 


Christian in failing to take seriously the gap between the rich and the poor 
nations", said Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president of the World 
Council of Churches, at the conclusion of a two-day meeting of industrial 
and commercial leaders from several countries. 


The gathering, co-sponsored by the International Christian Union of Business 
Executives (UNIAPAC) and the World Council of Churches, had focused on the 
question "In What Ways May Modern Industrial Society Harm the Human Person?" 


Participants heard Mr. Auguste Cool of the World Confederation of Labour, 
speak of the promises and threats of the future industrial society. "The 


(more) 
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worker of tomorrow wants to be more", he said. "The struggle to have will 
give way more and more to the struggle to be." Other speakers included 
Father Philippe Laurent of Paris, Mr. Ivor Roberts from the University of 
Manchester and Dr. Otto Friedrich of Dtisseldorf. 


While urging participants to pay greater attention to the challenge of world 
economic development, Dr. Visser 't Hooft commended their readiness to enter 
the struggle for a more humane society. "Future meetings", he said, "should 
include scholars working in the field of futurology and representatives of 
the younger generation - we must not just talk to ourselves." 


EPS 
"JONATHAN'S WAKE' PROMISES 
CONFRONTATION AT NCC ASSEMBLY 
New York, (EPS) -- A movement to reform the National Council of Churches (USA) 


is being organized by young, renewal-minded Protestants and promises to sur- 
face at the Council's Triennial Assembly to be held in Detroit, Michigan, 
December 1-4. 


Rallying under the banner of "Jonathan's Wake", the group is seeking to 
organize delegates to the assembly on behalf of "peaceful institutional 
reform", but if that fails to lead the minority into a movement outside the 
formal churches. The name of the movement recalls the 18th-century American 
theologian Jonathan Edwards and "Wake" is from Finnegan's Wake. 


A slate of new members for the General Board will be proposed at Detroit 
emphasizing youth, the laity, women and grass-roots people. An effort will 
also be made to elect a black churchman as general secretary who will put 
priority on developing a "black-white movement aimed at church renewal and 
national reconciliation". 


An official committee made up of a number of denominational executives has 
been working for several months on plans to restructure the 19-year-old NCC. 


Moving force behind the "Wake'' is the Rev. Stephen C. Rose, writer and former 
editor of Renewal magazine. 


Prior to their arrival in Detroit, the 794 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
delegates to the Triennial Assembly will receive a Jonathan's Wake counter- 
proposal to an official document "Mission in the Seventies" scheduled for 
consideration. 


Chief thesis of the counter-proposal is that "the coming years will be ones 
of crisis for the institutional churches marked by continuing polarization 
unless something new develops within the churches to give promise of genuine 
reconciliation". Root of the problem is the assumption that churches will 
attain relevance to the world only by engaging in official commitments to 
specific social action. This has led to the "clericalizing of social action", 
says the Wake document, and the suppressing of potential lay movements 
"causing a senseless division between clergy and laity". 


(more) 
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Jonathan's Wake also criticized the assumption that today's church is so 
conservative at its base that it is virtually unrenewable. Conversely 
denominational and conciliar establishments consider themselves the only 
centres of avant garde ministry. The results have been schismatic. 


The counter-proposal for "Mission in the Seventies" would leave social 
action to "voluntary lay activity in world movements for peace and justice" 
with the Church trying to improve the resources offered to the laymen "who 
are the Church in the world". The local action groups could contribute to 
a series of national actions on peace, race, poverty, and the city. 


Secondly, the denominations would be encouraged to focus on preaching, 
teaching and the formation of local congregations. This would include 
encouraging programmes of local evangelism, dialogue between fundamentalists 
and post-liberals. 


Coupled with an evaluation of existing NCC staff would be the use of more 
25-40 year olds as a bridge between existing institutions and those who 
are alienated from them. 


Jonathan's Wake groups have been organized in Berkeley, California, in the 
South through the office of the Tennessee Council on Human Relations, and 

in Detroit where the Central Methodist Church has made space available but 
disclaims any endorsement for the Wake. 


Meanwhile in Oakland, California the National Committee of Black Churchmen 
(NCBC) served notice on the National Council of Churches that it was pre- 
pared to stage an intensive drive against the council if blacks were not 
named to top positions. The warning was coupled with the assertion that the 
struggle would be pressed even if it means the destruction of the council. 


Specifically, the NCBC statement prepared during a four-day convocation here 
demanded the appointment of a black general secretary and the designation of 
black churchmen "in significant numbers as associate general secretaries and 
division heads". They must be not only from the predominantly white denomina- 
tions but also from the historically all-black communions. 


The document, which was the work of 400 delegates, also contained this 
warning to the World Council of Churches: "Let the WCC know, assuredly, 
that it is programmed into our agenda. Our agenda for the white church 
structures is all-embracing; none will be allowed the deceptive comfort 
of respite." 

EPS 


CONSTITUTION PROPOSED FOR UNIFIED CONGO CHURCH 


Kinshasa, (EPS) -- The Executive Committee of the Congo Protestant Council 
(CPC) has drawn up a proposed constitution for a united Church of Christ 
in Congo. At the 48th General Assembly of the CPC last April the delegates 
called on the 41 churches and 47 mission societies within the country to 
unite in a single church (EPS No. 15), and asked the council to propose a 
constitution. This will be voted on at the next General Assembly to be held 
in February 1970 at Mbandaka. 

EPS 
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FAITH AND ORDER TO ASSESS 
VALUE OF BI-LATERAL TALKS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Bi-lateral conversations now going on between different 
world confessional families, which have obvious significance for the whole 
ecumenical movement, will be surveyed and evaluated by the Faith and Order 
Secretariat of the World Council of Churches. A part-time staff member 
seconded for this purpose and paid for by the confessional families will 
make the survey during 1970-71. 


This was one of the major decisions reached at the Conference of Secretaries 
of World Confessional Families held here November 19-21. In the absence of 
the regular chairman, the chair was taken by the Rev. Dr. Laurence V. Kirk- 
patrick, general secretary of the World Convention of Churches of Christ (USA). 
The secretary was Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federation. 


Results of the two-year study will be reported both to the Faith and Order 
Commission and to the world confessional families. Questions will also be 
addressed to both about the future of such bi-lateral conversations and 
ecumenical strategy in general. 


Subjects being discussed in these bi-lateral talks include the sacraments, 
ministry, norms of teaching, the relation of the gospel and the Church to 
the world. 


Another major topic considered by the secretaries was structural relation- 
ships to the World Council. The secretaries expressed the hope that they 
would be allowed to increase their consultative role to the WCC, and noted 
that their annual conference already provides the means for playing such 

a role. 


Recognizing that this would make the annual conference more of an institution, 
which would involve certain dangers, the secretaries did not see this as a 
wholly negative step. 


Keen interest was expressed in closer co-operation in the area of religious 
liberty. Two persons were asked to recommend what next steps were feasible. 
They will report to the general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
and to the secretaries of the confessional families prior to the next annual 
conference. 


The Geneva sessions were attended by representatives of the following: 
Anglican Communion, Baptist World Alliance, International Congregational 
Council, Disciples of Christ, Society of Friends (Quakers), Lutheran World 
Federation, World Methodist Council, International Conference of Old Catholic 
Bishops, Ecumenical Patriarchate, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Roman 
Catholic Church, Salvation Army, Seventh-Day Adventists, World Council of 
Churches. 

EPS 
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BURMESE BAPTISTS MARK 
HISTORIC ANNIVERSARY 


Rangoon, (EPS) -- The 150th anniversary of the baptism of U Maung Naw, the 
first Burmese to accept the Christian faith as a result of the labours of 

the trail-blazing American missionary Adoniram Judson, was marked by three 
days of festivities here in mid-November. It was a great event for the Burma 
Baptist Convention and drew crowds in the thousands. 

"Lord, do it again!" was the prayer of Thra Chit Maung, principal of the 
Burma Divinity School and the preacher at the opening service, as he re- 
called the conversion of Maung Naw and summoned churches to fresh missionary 
efforts. 


The Lord, it would seem, has done it again, and often, if the spectacular 
growth-rate of the Burma Baptist Convention is any indication. The largest 
Protestant denomination in Burma, it now includes 2,000 churches constituted 
by over 213,000 baptized members - a 213,000% increase since 1819! 


Leadership of the Church in Burma has rested entirely in the hands of Burmese 
nationals since the government's expulsion of foreign missionary personnel 
five years ago. 


Good wishes from Christians outside the country were conveyed to the gathering 
by the Rev. David Gill, staff member of the World Council of Churches. 


On returning to Geneva, Gill reported the immense vitality of the Church in 
Burma and said: "These days we're rather critical about some of the things 
missionaries have done, but after seeing the vigour of the Christian com- 
munity in Burma, I can only conclude they must have done something right!" 


EPS 
GREEK BISHOP SAYS PRIMATE 
ATTEMPTS TO OUST HIM 
Athens, (EPS) -- Bishop Chrysostomos, Metropolitan of Piraeus, accused Arch- 


bishop Hieronymos, Primate of Greece, of seeking to expel him from the church 
and has threatened to lodge a suit against him in the church court, a state- 
ment published in the Greek press November 21 said. 


"Within the next week", said the Metropolitan of Piraeus, "I will lodge a 
suit before the hierarchy charging Hieronymos with usurping the archbishopric 
throne and with continued violations of canon law." 


The statement followed by one day the appointment by the Holy Synod of a two- 
man investigating team to establish whether Bishop Chrysostomos and Bishop 
Panteleimon of Corinth had violated canon law themselves and should be tried 
by an ecclesiastical court. The investigators are Bishops Constantinos of 
Patras and Serafeim of Karystias. After hearing witnesses for both sides 
they will report to the Holy Synod in January. 


The Synod dropped charges against three other bishops: Nicodimos of Zihnon- 
Nevrocopion, Timotheos of Maronia and Polycarpos of Siatista. 
EPS 
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U.S. REFUGEE CONFERENCE 
HEARS NUMBERS GROWING 


Washington, D.C., (EPS) -- Ten years after the close of World Refugee Year, 
which was supposed to wipe out the refugee problem, the global refugee 
population exceeds 17 million - two million more than in 1959. 


The problem hasn't been solved, only forgotten, according to Dr. Elfan Rees, 
one of two World Council of Churches’ observers to a U.S. conference on world 
refugee problems held here November 18-19. Also attending for the WCC was 
Mr. Christopher King, director of the refugee programme for the Division of 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


The 300 conferees from 60 secular, civic and religiously oriented agencies 
were encouraged by the active participation of representatives of the U.S. 
government, both the legislative and the executive branches. 


The breakdown of refugees by world area in 1969, the conference was told, 

is: Asia, 7,162,435; Africa, 5,206,213; Western Hemisphere 2,260,526; 
Middle East 1,819,527; Europe and United Kingdom 868,619. About one million 
refugees have taken refuge in the U.S., it was reported. In Argentina there 
are 100,000 refugees from Chile, Bolivia and Paraguay. 


The conference learned that the refugee caseload in South Vietnam at the 
end of October stood at 537,827. U.S. Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker said that 
since January 1, 1969, some 396,081 had returned to South Vietnam villages. 


The conference asked the U.S. government to issue an official white paper 
giving refugee facts and figures. It urged the voluntary agencies to send 
teams of young people under 25 to major refugee areas next summer to report 
on their return to the American people and their agencies. It asked citizens 
to press on government the need for stepped-up funds and programmes to aid 
refugees. 

EPS 


AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL CHAPLAINS MEET 


Sydney, Australia, (EPS) -- Industrial chaplains in Australia have agreed on 
the need for more comprehensive training if they are to work for the 
“"humanizing" of urban industrial society and not simply provide besennes 
counselling. 


This conclusion was reached by 23 chaplains from the six Australian states 
who attended the annual national staff consultation of the Inter-church Trade 
and Industry Mission held recently at Gilbulla, 40 miles from Sydney. ~This 
10-year-old agency links the work of Anglican, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Lutheran, Greek Orthodox, Baptist and Congregational churches, 

the Salvation Army and the Church of Christ. 


The consultation set up machinery to investigate the possibility of having a 
National Urban Industrial Mission Committee with a full-time staff member 
appointed by the end of 1971. Chaplains agreed on the need for evaluation, 
consolidation and expansion of their work and asked programmes of training, 
study and research. 

EPS 
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MONROVIAN BISHOP SLAIN 
WHILE AIDING SECRETARY 


New York, (EPS) -- Mystery still surrounds the slaying of an American-born 
Episcopal missionary bishop shot to death in his Monrovia, Liberia, offices 
as he reportedly went to aid his secretary. 


Episcopal Bishop Dillard H. Brown, Jr., 57, of Monrovia was killed along 

with the diocesan business manager, Claude Nadar, a Lebanese. The bishop's 
secretary, British-born Patricia Newiss, was critically wounded. A chauffeur 
and a cleaning man were also wounded. No motive for the shootings is known 
but the investigation is still incomplete, Liberian officials said here. 


A 63-year-old Nigerian chemistry professor, Dr. Justin M. Obi, who formerly 
taught at the Episcopal College of Cuttington in Gbarnga, Liberia, was being 
held for questioning. 


Dr. Obi had apparently argued with Miss Newiss and then shot her before the 
bishop arrived on the scene. 


Bishop Brown, who went to Liberia in 1961 as coadjutor to Bishop B.W. Harris, 
was installed as bishop of the Monrovia diocese in 1964. His see included 

all of Liberia (population 2 million). He supervised 57 parishes and missions, 
served by 32 clergy. There are 12,000 baptized Episcopalians in Liberia, and 
more than 7,400 communicants. 


Born in Marietta, Georgia, on June 20, 1912, Dillard Brown attended Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, Ga., Southern California University and the General Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York. He served parishes in New York City and 
Washington, D.C. 

EPS 


ECUMENICAL STREAM FLOWS 
EVER WIDER, DEEPER —- BLAKE 


Kansas City, Missouri, (EPS) -- The ecumenical movement is like a great 
river flowing ever wider and ever deeper as new streams join it, each 
making a specific contribution ultimately becoming part of the new identity 
of the larger stream, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, told students and faculty at Saint Paul School 
of Theology here on November 20. 


Both conservative evangelicals and Roman Catholics are contributing to a 
broadening of the stream when they make ecumenical interpretations of the 
Scriptures in terms that are "precisely the same as those used constantly 
by spokesmen of the World Council of Churches", he said. 


Similarly African theologians who have taken part in ecumenical discussions 
sound much like theologians at WCC headquarters in Geneva when they preach 
to their fellow Africans. 


Three new broadening influences, according to Blake, are the churches that 
applied for Council membership at Canterbury: the fastest growing church 
in the world - the Karo Batak Protestant Church of North Sumatra; the 
Church of Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu, Congo-Kinshasa; 


and the Evangelical Pentecostal Church "Brazil for Christ". 
more 
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For evidence of the deepening of the ecumenical movement, Dr. Blake cited 
the history of councils of churches. While many local councils were formed 
for "activist and cultural" purposes, he reported that the current move to 
include Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholics in the councils "has forced us 
all to think theologically and ecumenically at a much deeper level. 


"We are now being forced to ask and answer the hard theological questions: 
what is essential to the faith? what is the Church? what is Christian 
morality if it is not simply the culture of the American establishment?" 


Dr. Blake closed by giving several theological assumptions of the ecumenical 
movement that are more and more being accepted by thoughtful Christians in 

all the churches. They included the self-revelation of a transcendent God, 
Jesus Christ as truly man and truly God, Scripture as the source and authority 
of the ecumenical movement, and Christian faith as both an individual and a 
social response. 


Lastly he affirmed that "God is not an American. He is not even a black 
American. The transcendent God cannot be contained in any single national 
or cultural milieu. He is sovereign over the whole inhabited world." 

EPS 


PATRIARCH OF ANTIOCH UNFROCKS THREE 


Beirut, (EPS) -- Theodosius VI, Patriarch of Antioch for the Greek Orthodox 
Church, has reduced three clergymen to the status of laymen. This was his 
response to their having been named bishops at a synod called by Bishop 
Epiphanios in October at Damascus, which the Patriarch considered illegal. 


The unfrocked clergy are Gabriel Faddoul, Cyrille Doumat and Georges El~Hajje. 


In a pastoral letter published recently in Beirut, the Patriarch said he alone 
as head of the church has the authority to convene the synod, either on his 
own initiative or in response to a written request from at least five bishops. 


At the previous synod it had been agreed to hold the autumn synod “either at 
the seat of the Patriarch (Damascus) or in one of the monasteries belonging 
to the Patriarchate". Thus seven bishops assembled in the monastery of 

St. Elijah the beginning of October under the chairmanship of the Patriarch. 


They appointed the following to three vacant episcopal sees: Bishop Athanasios 
to the Diocese of Hama: Archimandrite Constantine to the Diocese of Baghdad, 
Kuwait and Arabia; and Archimandrite Alexis to the Diocese of Homs. The new 
Bishop of Hama has already assumed office with the approval of the Syrian 
government, as has the Bishop of Baghdad. 


The synod convened by Bishop Epiphanios in Damascus was attended by the 
Bishop of Houran (Syria), the Bishop of Tyre and Sidon (Lebanon) and Arch- 
bishop Michael of Toledo (Ohio, USA). 

EPS 
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SOUTHERN ASIA METHODISTS 
TO ENTER CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA 


Agra, India, (EPS) -- The 600,000-member Methodist Church in Southern Asia 
has voted to join the proposed Church of North India. The decision culminated 
40 years of union negotiations. 


The union was approved when the Agra Conference endorsed the measure, the 
last of 11 annual Methodist conferences to vote. 


Approval required two-thirds of the total vote cast by the 11 regional units. 
The ballot was 662 to 298, or 69% approving. 


The Methodist Church in Southern Asia is related to the United Methodist 
Church (USA). Its actual name is the "Southeast Asia Central Conference", 
located in North India. 


Six of seven denominations in the union talks have approved the formation of 
the Church of North India, which is to come into being officially at a uniting 
conference in December 1970. 


The Disciples of Christ have not yet taken action. Nevertheless, the union 
will move ahead since British Methodist, United Church and Anglican groups had 
earlier announced they would unite even if others failed to endorse the plan. 


The U.S.-related Methodist Church will make up almost half of the membership 
of the new union body. Other denominations involved are: Council of Baptist 
Churches in Northern India with 110,000 members; Church of the Brethren in 
India, 18,000; the Methodist Church (British and Australasian),10,000; Church 
of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon (Anglican), 340,000; United Church of 
Northern India (Congregational and Presbyterian), 188,000, and Disciples of 
CoLLetss 5200. 

EPS 


NEW ZEALAND METHODISTS OPPOSE 
NEXT YEAR'S RUGBY TOUR 


Wellington, (EPS) -- A resolution seeking cancellation of the proposed tour 
of South Africa by the New Zealand rugby team known as the All Blacks was 
passed by the Methodist Conference on November 12 by a vote of 194 to 158. It 
came at the end of a two-hour discussion on a report by the church's Inter- 
national Affairs Committee. 


The resolution said the racial policies of South Africa and Rhodesia were con- 
trary to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Olympic Games' principles. 


It pressed for cancellation of the tour as a protest against sporting contests 
“which have become part of the political system of countries denying basic 
human rights to most of their citizens". 


If Maoris were to be shepherded and treated as “honorary whites" the affront 
to New Zealand dignity would be widely felt, the committee report said. Maori 
members of an All Black team, together with their Maori supporters, ought to be 
accepted as Maoris while in South Africa, the report said, but it was feared 
this would not be the case. 

EPS 
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TOLERANT ATTITUDE TO RELIGION 
HIT BY COMMUNIST PAPER 


Moscow, (EPS) -- Certain Communist Party organizations in the USSR were 
attacked recently for not taking a strong enough stand against religion. 


The criticism came in a front-page editorial in the Moscow district party 
newspaper Leninskoye Znamya (Leninist Banner), which also revealed that some 
party members were taking part in religious services. 


The paper complained that ''some party organizations in a number of cases show 
a tolerant attitude to the fact of religious rituals observed by individual 
party members". 


"Control over implementation of the demands of the party constitution is 
being exercised weakly", it said. The constitution of the Communist Party 
requires that party members be atheists. 


The paper added that many party organizations were carrying out atheistic 
education and organizing scientific propaganda among the population. But 
many others had no clear systems of scientific-atheist education, nor was 
individual work by party members with believers effective. 


EPS 
FRENCH PROTESTANT REQUESTS 
ADMISSION TO COMMUNION 
Strasbourg, France, (EPS) -- Mr. Gérard Siegwalt, professor of dogmatics at 


the Protestant Theological Faculty here and a member of the Joint Catholic/ 
Protestant Committee of France, has sent an open letter to the Roman Catholic 
bishop of his diocese asking permission to take Communion in the churches 

of the diocese. 


In a letter to Bishop Elchinger, Mr. Siegwalt notes there is nothing in the 
new mass to disturb a Protestant any more than the presence or absence of 
certain elements in Protestant worship would. He asks whether the bishop 

has the authority to admit Protestants who so desire to commune in a Roman 
Catholic church, and conversely whether he can authorize members of his own 
church to partake of the Eucharist in those Protestant churches which confess 
the Real Presence and practise open Communion. 


Bishop Elchinger said he considers the letter not a basis for argument but 
an honest expression of a problem of conscience. 


"I told the writer that I as a member of a college of bishops could not give 
him an answer until I had consulted the college. It would be anti-conciliar 
to take a decision alone without taking due account of the thinking of the 
community and its traditions", said the bishop. 


"This poignant letter raises theological questions, especially the problem 
of the ministries, which require elucidation on both sides. Care must be 
taken not to fall into confusion or to regard the matter solely on the level 
of friendship or from the viewpoint of romantic 'brotherliness' as youth 
sometimes does", the bishop stated. 

EPS 
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IN BRIEF 


Bishop Bill Burnett, general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches, has agreed to become bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Grahams- 
town beginning January 1970. He has headed the council since early 1967, 
having previously been the bishop of Bloemfontein. 


* * * 


The first instalment of an anticipated $2 million grant for rehabilitation 
work in South Vietnam was voted by the Quadrennial Emphasis Committee of 

the United Methodist Church (USA) at its recent meeting in Columbus, Ohio. 
About 7% of the total has been designated for permanent housing and develop- 
ment loans to small businessmen. 


* * * 


The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be observed in Liverpool, England, 
at a special ecumenical service on January 21 at the Anglican Cathedral with 
the sermon being preached by Jan Cardinal Willebrands, president of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


* * * 


A delegation from the Russian Orthodox Church is on a two-week visit to 

Japan at the invitation of the National Christian Council of Japan, according 
to a report by Japan Radio. The group, headed by Metropolitan Nicodin, 
director of external affairs, is returning a visit by Japanese Christians 

to the USSR last year. 


* * * 


While on a visit to Brazil, Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, confessed: "The church that I 
represent is facing the same problems as the Roman Catholic Church. Orthodox 
priests, like those in the Catholic Church, show a strong tendency to engage 
more actively in questions of social justice and world peace." 


* * * 


The German Protestant relief organization ''Bread for the World" has recently 
granted DM13.6 million for projects all over the world, bringing its total 
contribution for relief to DM210 million. Most of the money goes to agri- 
cultural, educational, vocational training and medical care projects, three 
of which are with Roman Catholics - two with Misereor and one with the 
Catholic Bishops' Conference in India. 


* * * 


Anglican theologian the Rev. A.M. Allchin of Oxford, England, gave two 
lectures at the theological colleges of the Rumanian Orthodox Church in 
Bucharest and Sibiu during October. In the scholastic year 1969/70 Rumania 
also hopes to welcome guest lecturers from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
and the Armenian Apostolic Church. 


(more) 
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IN BRIEF (Cont'd) 


The Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian 
Church (USA) proposes to add young people of varying racial, cultural and 
economic backgrounds to its membership next year. Names of prospective youth 
members will be submitted to the nominating committee of the General Assembly 
for its approval. Meanwhile a special committee is considering how the com- 
mission can hear the views of youth on major issues affecting its work. 


* * * 


The cities of Manchester and Salford, England, have agreed to promote the 
1970s as a Decade of Reconciliation between members of the Christian and 
Jewish faiths. The general secretary of the District Council of Churches, 

the Rev. Paul Guinness, is preparing a 36-page publication interpreting the 
partnership of Christian and Jewish voluntary agencies and their future plans. 


* * * 


"The staid old American Bible Society has shocked a few people and delighted 
many more by busting out in a mod, mod mode", wrote UPI religion writer 
Louis Cassels in describing colourful seals the size of postage stamps in- 
scribed with Bible verses about love. Decorated with designs suggesting 
Tiffany glass, the seals each bear a motto from Scripture proclaiming "Love 
is kind", "Love is eternal", 'Love never gives up" and "God is love". They 
seem to have an appeal for people of all ages. 


* * * 


A growing move toward ecumenicity in Spain's Canary Island group was reflected 
by plans to construct a single church for all Christian denominations located 
on Gran Canaria, the principal island. Bishop Infantes Florido, Roman 

Catholic Bishop of Las Palmas, presided at a meeting of priests and Protestant 
clergymen to draw up an action programme for tourists. Catholics proposed a 
schedule of masses in English, French, German and Dutch for the "ecumenical 
church'"', while non-Catholic clergy suggested services in Scandinavian languages. 


* * * 


Any effort by the government or the public to limit the discussion of rival 
ideas and policies through the mass media was deplored by the General Board 
of the Church of the Brethren (USA). Responding to efforts by Vice President 
Spiro T. Agnew to influence the presentation of news by television networks, 
the 25-member board said open forum and public debate on national issues were 
"integral to the democratic process". 


* % * 


Moderator Kiyoshi Ii of United Church of Christ in Japan has addressed a 
letter to United States President Richard M. Nixon calling upon the United 
States government "to make all possible speed in carrying into effect the 
prompt, unconditional return of the entire Okinawan Island group, free of 
nuclear weapons". 

EPS 
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Special Report 


WHAT ARE JAPANESE STUDENTS SAYING TO THE CHURCH? 


by Ian MacLeod 
United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) 


In the turmoil that currently characterizes the United Church of Christ in 
Japan (Kyodan) the dominant voice is that of the students. But many people 
cannot hear what they say because it is drowned out by the way they are 
Saying it. 


What do we hear if we try to listen to this particular segment of the uni- 
versity student world - those in the Kyodan-related theological seminaries - 
who have launched a campaign with certain aims and adopted drastic tactics 
in the effort to make their voice, or rather their voices (for there is a 
diversity amidst the seeming unanimity) heard? 


What has taken place 


First, what have they done? 


During May seminary students of the Joint Struggle Committee of Theological 
Students in the two Kansai area seminaries, Doshisha and Kwansei Gakuin, 
attended the annual meetings of three kyoku (districts), Hyogo, Kyoto and 
Osaka, demanding that they be given the privilege of the floor as parti- 
cipating but non-voting members in order to make a case against Kyodan co- 
operation in the Christian Pavilion, an ecumenical project at Expo '70. 


When the students' request to debate the General Assembly action at the 
three Kyoku annual meetings the following spring was refused, the students 
made it impossible for the sessions to continue. Two of these meetings 
have since been held, but Kyoto kyoku has not yet been able to convene its 
1969 annual meeting. 


In August some students interrupted the sermon of the pastor during the 
Sunday morning worship service in a Kyoto church. They demanded that he 
answer certain questions. When his replies did not satisfy them, they 
advanced to the pulpit, tore off his gown, and told him to resign from his 
pastorate. He has been hospitalized since the incident with a heart 
condition. Sunday services take the form of forums. Other churches have 
been invaded and Sunday worship services disrupted in ways only slightly 
less dramatic. 


The attack moves to Tokyo 


The next attack was directed at the Kyodan Central Office and the Standing 
Committee, which has authority when the biennial General Assembly is not 
in session. 


Nine Doshisha seminary students appeared at the Central Office and demanded 
to see Moderator Kiyoshi Ii. After a heated discussion Moderator Ii agreed 


(more) 
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to arrange a discussion between student representatives and the Standing 
Executive Committee members on September 1, following the committee's 
regularly scheduled meeting. 


The discussion on September 1 commenced at 1.30 p.m. The students 
immediately took control when a student assumed the chairmanship and the 
students proceeded to cross examine each committee member on his stand 

with respect to the Christian Pavilion. In a highly charged emotional 
atmosphere, which reverberated with heckling and angry shouts from the 
approximately 80 students (who were supported by several young Kyodan pastors) 
the meeting continued into the night, and finally closed at 8.15 the next 
morning. 


Moderator Ii agreed to work for a special Kyodan General Assembly this autumn 
to reconsider the question of the Christian Pavilion. (This was to be held 
November 25-6 in Tokyo.) 


When the September 11 Standing Committee meeting was convened at 4.00 p.m., 

a group of young pastors and students appeared, demanding that that meeting 
be an open one, with 10 persons recognized as participating, non-voting 
members, and the rest of the group admitted as observers. Several district 
moderators and other Kyodan pastors were already present on this occasion 

as observers. After five hours of negotiation, the demands of the group, 
which by now had swelled to approximately 50, were accepted, and the Standing 
Committee meeting was opened. 


Other somewhat disruptive events related to the student unrest have taken 
place. On September 20 there was an all-night confrontation between theo- 
logical students and young pastors and the Tokyo kyoku executive committee, 
resulting in the resignations of the kyoku officers - moderator, vice modera- 
tor and secretary. The all-Japan Youth Rally, scheduled for October 10-12, 
was cancelled due to the fear that the sessions might be thrown into con- 
fusion by students" action. On October 11, the examinations for ordination, 
being written by 80 pastors from all over Japan, were interrupted and 

finally cancelled. 


The immediate issue at stake is the ecumenical project of the Christian 
Pavilion at Expo '70. The protesting students, and pastors in sympathy 
with them, interpret the Exposition as an attempt by big business and the 
government to popularize the present régime through a show of economic 
progress. They believe the present national trend is toward greater govern- 
ment control and over-restriction of democratic freedoms, expansion of 
military strength, and increasing involvement in the military commitments 
of the USA. They regard Expo '70 as a carnival designed to preoccupy 
people's attention and divert it from the vital political issue, the Japan- 
U.S. Security Treaty, which is due for re-assessment in 1970, and which the 
ruling party plans to extend. 


Sponsorship of the Christian Pavilion, they say, implies endorsement of 
Expo '70 itself and therefore of the overall policy of the ruling party, 
and this is attacked by them as being utterly inconsistent with the Kyodan 
Declaration of Responsibility in World War II, which criticizes the pre-war 
militarization of Japan and advocates a peaceful national role. 


(more) 
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Another point of contention is alleged exploitation of day labourers, in 
a system that hires gangs of workers by the day at steadily decreasing 
wages and without adequate safety measures or any guarantee of compensa- 
tion for injury. 


To many people, the issues revolving around Expo '70 and the Christian 
Pavilion are not nearly so clear-cut as to justify the drastic kind of 

action the students and young pastors have engaged in. The arguments used 
are based on certain ideological pre-suppositions and debatable assumptions. 
To surrender to the students’ demands for a retraction of the Kyodan General 
Assembly action is felt to be a threat both to the duly constituted committee 
structure of the church and to the nascent ecumenical spirit that is being 
nurtured by the joint enterprise. 


Even granting that Expo '70 may be what one young pastor calls "A Festival 
of Baal", many laymen and ministers of the Kyodan believe in the validity 
of the Christian Pavilion as an avenue of "evangelistic outreach". They 
argue, moreover, that, rather than being identified with the materialism 
and splendour of its setting, it can serve as a counterpoise by witnessing 
to the neglected spiritual values and by exposing human suffering and need. 
And there is a sector that, while not fully convinced as to the real value 
and validity of the Christian Pavilion, nevertheless feels that the decision 
and commitment arrived at by the General Assembly, involving ecumenical 
relationships and ties, should be honoured. Many people feel the issue is 
not one worth splitting the Kyodan over, with the possibility either of a 
conservative/progressive breach or the dissolution of the Kyodan into the 
remnants of old denominational lines, which still have a nostalgic pull for 
some older laymen, clergy and congregations. 


Christian Pavilion issue as a fulcrum 


From the standpoint of the students and young pastors, the issue of the 
Christian Pavilion is a fulcrum from which to bring leverage upon the present 
Kyodan system, with its rigidities and inconsistencies. Committees are com- 
posed for the most part of men in an age bracket that tends to be politically 
conservative and resistant to change. Younger people, who want innovation, 
experimentation and social action, feel they have little or no voice in 
church councils where policies are made. They find the inertia of the church 
highly frustrating. Thus, they are demanding greater opportunity for younger 
voices to be heard and reflected in the decisions and life of the church. 


The young people are particularly angered by pronouncements of loyalty to 
the truths and ideals of Christianity where there is no action proving 
commitment. Verbal claims to an allegiance the heart does not share is 
labelled a kind of deception more culpable than the open and sincere denial 
of God. It is this abhorrence of lack of commitment that drives many young 
people to grill committee members, and any evasiveness arouses much greater 
anger than does the outright declaration of opposing views substantiated by 
honest arguments. 


What is actually being said? 


It is possible to be so pre-occupied with the manner and method that one 
closes his ears to the content of the students' claims. The student anger 
takes rough, insolent forms, and it is very easy to react so much to the 


(more) 


No. 41 - 27th November, 1969 (iv) 


negative expression that one fails to recognize the desperate earnestness 

of the insistence on truth behind it. While some of the students are ex- 
pressing pent-up hostilities rooted elsewhere, it would be a mistake to 
write off all those involved as emotionally sick. Even though there is a 
certain specious similarity in the outward expressions, the drives and goals 
are by no means uniform. 


But, if you are determined to believe in these students as persons whose 
judgment, while fragmentary, is nevertheless penetrating at certain points, 
one thing they seem to be saying is: ''Be fully human, be emotionally in- 
volved in what you say you believe. Don't spout theological truths as though 
they are mere propositions, for you are lying in the act of saying true 
things, since you really don't believe them." 


The actual situation - and the tragedy - is that the students are so carried 
away by an angry sense of the rightness of their cause that they antagonize 
many who would be willing to listen, were the message spoken in less harsh 
terms. But instead there develops a cycle of angry recrimination, reaction 
and counter-reaction with communication breaking down. 


The students feel the establishment is immovable, immune to change through 
the normal methods of debate and orderly process. Many older committee 
members are uncertain about the real goals of the students - whether they 
are directed to reforming or to actually overturning the existing order. 
They are also uncertain as to the degree of violence students may use. 


Some students are indeed prepared to destroy the present structure if this 
seems necessary to achieve what they see essential for the life of the church, 
and some of these may already believe there is no other recourse. 


Members of the official church courts, for their part, have a deep sense of 
responsibility for guarding the democratic structure and processes that have 
been established with careful deliberation and effort. They feel that if the 
church should fall under the control of a vociferous minority, who seize 
power through mass bargaining sessions and forcible blockades of the church 


courts and premises, the resulting chaos would bring the Kyodan's downfall. 


The situation is fraught with great dangers and possibilities. Moderator Ii, 
General Secretary Toru Takakura, many of the Standing Committee and others 
are working hard to keep open the lines of communication. 


The students are faced with the decision whether to accept these efforts as 
evidence of good faith and of the possibility of making "direct democracy" 

work creatively, without resort to invective and violence. Members of the 
Kyodan Standing Committee and the various district administrations are faced 
with the decision whether to open committees to more participation by non- 
members, finding ways of incorporating in the structure the restive movement 

for "grass-root democracy". It is not a question of achieving unanimity of view 
on the various issues confronting church and society but of establishing a rela- 
tionship of mutual trust and acceptance. 


The church seems to be facing a crisis which carries within it the seeds of 
accelerated discord on the one hand and possibilities of reconciliation on 


the other, which could be an infusion of renewal and life. 
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BRASH SETS NEW GOALS 
FOR LARGEST WCC DIVISION 


Geneva, December 3, (EPS) -- In a major speech to the World Council of Churches' 
Divisional Committee of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS), 
its new director, the Rev. Alan A. Brash, said they confronted a 20th-century 
world where there was a shrivelling of life through hunger and degradation 
caused by factors that human knowledge and power could control. 


If $3 million an hour could be spent on the Vietnam war, Mr. Brash said, 
the same wealth could have provided every Vietnamese man, woman and child 
with an annual income of $1,500. 


If the people of Great Britain could afford £300 million a year on cats and 
dogs, clearly they were able to do vastly more in economic aid for the Third 
World than £200 million annually. 


"In a world", he said, "where suffering and deprivation come primarily from 
man's persistent indifference to the welfare of his neighbour, we are called 
to be ourselves a community of caring and to provide the most relevant 
ministry of service to people in need: that we can. 


"Our concern is with the whole man, and our life is in the totel:.Church.! 


Mr. Brash, a New vemiandat. was appointed by the Central Commie of the 
World Council to be DICARWS's director in succession to Mrs. Charlotte Browne- 
Mayers, who had resigned. For the time being he continues as director of. 
Christian Aid, the service and relief arm of the British Council of Churches. 


In his address to the Divisional Committee, Mr. Brash stressed: (1) Churches 
requesting aid must be free to present their greatest needs; and (2) The 
responding churches must also have some fae NOneaP a LELY of choice. 


He said it was meaningful to ‘set "ceilings" to total requests so as to create 
pressure for priority decisions, to avoid the "scandal" of unanswered 
requests, and to keep the most important decisions in the hands of those: 
making requests. 


However, it is hard "when financially strong churches and their .agencies 
press on us the necessity for ceilings on askings, and then do far more in 
bilateral dealing than through the ecumenical channel". 


He asserted that the Provera Puy 9u36 List compiled by DICARWS in co-operation 
with the Division of World Mission and Evangelism provided a means for every 
church to ask and every church to respond, to escape the pressures of bi- 
lateralism, to express the universal family of equal numbers when the world 
tempted them to take inequality for granted, and to offer a discipline of 
both giving and requesting. 


"None of us", he said, "is really willing to accept this discipline wholly. 
We want our individual relationships and the power they give. But increasingly 
we must deny ourselves, and I believe we will. 


"I plead with you to support the plans and procedures of this Division in 
regard to development aid only in so far as those plans reflect more of the 


light of God than you can find. elsewhere. Otherwise, reject them." EPS 
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DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE TO DEBATE 
MISSION AND DEVELOPMENT, RACISM 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The contribution that Christian mission can make to the 
whole development discussion and a close look at the role of mission agencies 
today are two major items on the agenda of the Enlarged Committee of the 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism (DWME) scheduled to meet at the 
Ecumenical Centre here December 8-16. Some 60 persons representing all six 
continents are expected to attend. 


Mission agencies pioneered development in the Third World, according to 

the Rev. Philip A. Potter, director of DWME, especially during the colonial 
era through schools, hospitals, agricultural and social work. Now the 
question, Mr. Potter says, is whether these agencies can play a creative role 
in a conception of development concerned with producing greater economic and 
social justice. 


In examining the role of mission agencies, a working group will consider 
among other things how policies and programmes of these agencies have helped 
or hindered the struggle against racism. The growing desire of churches in 
the Third World to have direct relations with churches in other parts of the 
world on a multilateral basis also must be recognized by the mission bodies, 
Potter stated. 


Each morning during the divisional committee meeting, an hour and a half will 
be devoted to some aspect of the theme "Salvation Today". It will be dealt 
with in the context of worship and through a presentation and discussion. 

One day salvation will be seen in relation to dialogue with men of other 
living faiths. Non-Christians will speak of how they understand and live 
salvation. 


Another day the issue of salvation and the struggle for liberation in Latin 
America will be discussed. Salvation in terms of healing, and salvation in 
the Orthodox tradition are other topics. 


The Divisional Committee will decide whether to extend the mandates of the 
Theological Education Fund and the Christian Literature Fund. The Christian 
Medical Commission will report its activities related to medical work and 
national plans for the health of the whole community in which it has moved 
quickly to co-operate with all churches including the Roman Catholic in 
several places. 


A programme for re-assessing the Church's presence and task in rapidly changing 
rural areas will be launched. And the regular programme of the Division will 
be reviewed. 


The place of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism and of the Division 
itself within the total World Council structure will be examined by one working 
group. It will also look at the relationship between the Division and other 
units of the World Council, national and regional councils of churches, non- 
member churches, Conservative Evangelicals, independent African churches and 
Pentecostalists in Latin America. 


The Divisional Committee sessions will be chaired by the Rev. Tracey K. Jones, 

general secretary of the United Methodist Board of Missions (USA), and by 

Dr. Soritua Nababan, general secretary of the Indonesian Council of Churches. 
EPS 
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SOUTH AFRICA WILL ALLOW $40 MILLION 
CREDIT TO LAPSE; TARGET OF CHURCHES 


New York, (EPS) -- A 20-year-old credit arrangement between the Republic 
of South Africa and a consortium of U.S. banks is being cancelled by the 
Vorster government in Pretoria. 


The arrangement has been a key target of American church groups opposing 
the South African policy of apartheid. 


South Africa's consulate here confirmed reports that Finance Minister 
Gerald W. Browne had said that "because of the republic's strong gold and 
foreign exchange position, credit has not been used for some three years, 
and it was not deemed necessary to incur the expenses of extending it". 


The move was welcomed by the president and general secretary of the United 
Methodist Board of Missions, one of the most vocal opponents of the arrange- 
ment. Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke and Rev. Tracey K. Jones said they assumed that 
the presidents of the banks, "once aware of the moral and human rights 
issues involved, would welcome an end to this particular credit agreement". 


Four U.S. banks first entered into the credit arrangement in 1949. The 
figure was $10 million. Subsequently six other financial institutions joined. 
The current agreement, which expires in January, is for $40 million. 


The National Division of the Methodist Board of Missions in 1968 withdrew a 
$10 million investment portfolio from the First National City Bank, one of 
several banks in the consortium. 


In December 1968, the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church served 

notice that it would boycott consortium banks if they renewed the credit 
arrangement. When South Africa announced it no longer needed the credit, 

the Episcopal Church was in the preliminary stages of implementing its resolu- 
tion. Presiding Bishop John E. Hines indicated that the withdrawals would 

not now be necessary. 


Business Corporations 


In Geneva, the Rev. William H. Crane, Africa secretary for the Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, said: "The 
churches can rejoice that U.S. banks will no longer be aiding South Africa. 
However, it was the investments of business firms that have stabilized the 
South African economy to such an extent that the rand is today one of the 
world's most stable currencies.'’ He mentioned corporations in the U.S., 
Great Britain, Western Europe and Japan as primarily responsible for South 
Africa's stability. 


Christians concerned about apartheid should be aware of the role of these 
corporations, Mr. Crane stated. 
EPS 
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U.S. CHURCH PROTESTS AGAINST RHODESIA'S 
BAN ON MISSIONARY EXECUTIVE 


Allentown, Pennsylvania, (EPS). -- The Board for World Ministries. of the 
United Church of Christ (USA) voted here to protest. against Rhodesia's 
refusal to admit one of its missionary executives and agreed to urge the 
U.S. State Department to re-evaluate its foreign policy with regard to 
the Smith régime. 


The board acted on learning that the Rev. Chester A. Marcus of New York 
City, head of the United Church's Africa Division, had been declared a 
"prohibited immigrant" and refused permission to enter Rhodesia in the 
course of his duties. Thirty-five United Church missionaries are working 
there. 


While noting that United Church missionaries. have been active in Rhodesia 
for 76 years, the board will inform the State Department that this should 
not be used to justify the continuation of an American consulate there. 
"Maintenance of the consulate" constitutes de facto recognition of the 
"segregationist" government of Ian Smith, the board said. 

EPS 


WCC-TRANSMITTED GIFT AIDS 
LEPROSY WORK IN AFRICA 


Addis Ababa, (EPS) -- The All Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training 
Centre (ALERT) has received a cheque for US$100,000 transmitted by the 
World Council of Churches that will make possible the ‘completion of an 
operating theatre in an Addis hospital and support for clinics in strategic 
rural areas. 


When Pope Paul VI visited the Geneva headquarters of the World Council last 
June, he turned over to the Council a gift of $100,000 from an anonymous 
donor who wished the money to go for leprosy work (EPS No. 21). 


The award to ALERT will be used as follows: Eth.$100,000 to complete the 
operating theatre at the Princess Zenebework Hospital now under construction, 
Eth.$100,000 to leprosy control through rural clinics, and Eth.$50,000 for 
scholarships to students coming to the Training Centre here from all over 
Africa and for Ethiopian leprosy workers attending teaching seminars. 


An agreement pledging mutual co-operation was signed November 5 between the 
Ethiopian Government and ALERT. The Minister of Public Health, Girmatchew 
Tekle Hawariat, and Mr. Onni Niskanen, executive director of ALERT, ratified 
a “memorandum of association" and "articles of association" valid until 


December 1975. 


ALERT is a non-profit corporation which receives support from churches and 
other voluntary organizations in Ethiopia, Sweden, Norway, Great Britain, 
U.S., Germany, Holland, Belgium and Switzerland. It gives training in an 
African setting to physicians and leprosy and rehabilitation workers from 


all parts of the continent. 
EPS 
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ROLE OF LAYMEN ABROAD VIEWED 
BY EUROPEAN CHURCHES 


Oegstgeest, Netherlands, (EPS) -- Many European Christians are going out to 
work in Third World countries as teachers, engineers, technical advisers 
and businessmen. 


The churches' responsibility to prepare them for these assignments and to 
respond as churches to the challenge of development was discussed at a con- 
sultation convened here November 10-15 by specialized organizations in Germany, 
France, the United Kingdom and Holland. Co-operating were the Laity Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches. 


The 50 participants divided into four working groups: I. Laymen as agents 
of social change and development; II. Recruitment and preparation of laymen; 
III. Pastoral concern; IV. The relation of laymen abroad to the indigenous 
churches. 


There was general agreement on the need for clarifying and disseminating 
information on development problems. 


Group II suggested that all churches and mission agencies in the developed 
countries join in supporting a Christian centre giving information on 
opportunities abroad and, where possible, acting as a recruiting agency. 


Group III encouraged Christians to identify themselves fully with churches 
in the Third World to further the unity of the Church throughout the world. 


"In some countries", said Group I, "there is evidence that the layman abroad 
cannot be an agent for change but rather acts as an agent of stability and 

a hindrance to change. European church agencies sending laymen and volunteers 
were asked to supply personnel to those areas where their service can be 
expected to support movements on behalf of just change. 


A committee of 10 persons is meeting this week in Amsterdam to prepare the 
final report for forwarding to the churches and to see how European grips 
cin collaborate in carrying out the recommendations. 


Representing the World Council of Churches at the consultation were 

Mr. Ralph Young, executive secretary in the Laity Department; Miss Brigalia 
Bam, associate secretary in the Department on Co-operation of Men and Women; 
Dr. Daisuke Kitagawa, secretary for urban and industrial mission; and Mr. 
Leopoldo Niilus, director, Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


This was one of several meetings following up the World Consultation on Lay- 
men Abroad held at Loccum, Germany, in November 1967. Other regional gather- 
ings have been held for East Asia (Bangkok 1968), North America (Quebec 1968), 
and Africa (Limuru 1969). 

EPS 
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CANADIAN COUNCIL POSED AS 
ANSWER TO CHURCH ISOLATION 


Montreal, Quebec, (EPS) -- Churches are short of money partly because people 
are losing confidence in denominational structures and programmes, the 

Rev. T.E. Floyd Honey told the Triennial Assembly of the Canadian Council of 
Churches in his first report as general secretary. 


"The more they seek to bolster the denominational image", he said, "the more 
self-defeating the operation becomes." The Canadian Council of Churches 
exists to bring them out of isolation into common action, he declared. 


Praising the remarkable growth of co-operation with the Roman Catholic Church, 
the general secretary reported that a joint working group between the council 
and the Canadian Catholic Conference is considering the eventual development 
of a common structure for ecumenical co-operation in Canada. 


Referring to the isolation of local parishes, Mr. Honey said he had a dream 
of an ecumenical Pentecost "in which God's people are swept out of their 
institutional ghettos, out from behind the walls that separate into the 
streets, the marketplace, the affluent suburbs, the inner city slums...there 
to discover that all their labels are irrelevant and all that matters is what 
God is doing in the city and how they can become involved in it". 


Delegates from 10 member denominations attended the Triennial Assembly as 
well as fraternal delegates and observers. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, spoke on major issues facing 
the World Council. 

EPS 


UNITED PRESBYTERIANS SLASH 
BUDGETS AS GIVING DROPS 


New York, (EPS) -- Unless financial contributions from local churches increase, 
the mission and education enterprises of the United Presbyterian Church (USA) 
will have to be curtailed next year. 


Most church agencies are dipping into their reserve funds, according to 

Dr. Theophilus M. Taylor, secretary of the General Council. The reserves, 
accumulated over a long period of time as a buffer against emergencies, will 
soon be exhausted, he claimed. 


The mission programme for work both in the U.S. and abroad has been receiving 
less money from individuals and congregations, he noted. The theological 
education budget is half a million dollars below the minimum requested by 

the seminaries. 


The Board of Christian Education has made extensive staff and programme cut- 

backs, and the Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations is having to 

reduce the number of missionaries and fraternal workers it can send abroad. 
EPS 
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CHURCHES' MINISTRY FOR PEACE 
ENGAGES CEC CONSULTATION 


Gwatt, Switzerland, (EPS) -- The threat of mutual annihilation which has 
thus far kept the big powers from using nuclear weapons is not an adequate 
basis for a just and peaceful world, if only because it encourages localized 
military conflicts and limits the freedom of individual nations especially 
in the area of disarmament. 


This was one conclusion reached by a working group at the consultation of 
churchmen from Eastern and Western Europe convened here November 25-28 by 
the Conference of European Churches (CEC). This group also recommended the 
continuation of disarmament discussions, a universal ban on the production 
of bacteriological and chemical weapons, and the general acceptance of the 
non-proliferation treaty. 


General Superintendent Gunter Jacob of Cottbus, East Germany, opened the 
consultaton with an address on the biblical concept of shalom. At the con- 
cluding session reports were received from three working groups on: the 
service of the Christian and his church for peace, the churches' common 
service for peace, and a European security system. Prof. Gyula Nagy of 
Hungary presided. 


The third working group's report, approved with one abstention, maintained 
that a security agreement was urgently required because of the arms race, 
the need to recognize the territorial integrity of some states and the 
dissension within some countries. 


The group hailed inter-disciplinary research on peace and the economic 
relations slowly opening up between the Council for Mutual Economic Aid in 
Eastern Europe and the European Economic Community in the West. They also 
felt the proposed Conference on Problems of European Security could promote 
understanding if by "real efforts to release tensions and establish justice" 
a basis of confidence could be forged. 


The churches were urged to play a responsible part in the life of their 
countries, to discuss peace with experts and to co-operate with non-Christians. 
The churches are under no obligation to provide theological justification for 
social structures, either old or new, but to examine the causes of inter- 
national conflicts and ask whether they share responsibility for them. 


The second working group called the churches' attention to their responsibil- 
ity for the Third World. It said: "If they (the churches) seek to free 
Europe from the temptation of introversion, and if they become aware of 
Europe's responsibility for other parts of the world, this will contribute 
towards reconciliation in Europe itself." 


Individual Obligations 


The individual Christian and his church can serve the cause of peace by 
actions which include: 


- seeking contact and conversation between church leaders and theologians 
and those engaged in political, economic and other fields, 


(more) 
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- encouraging local churches to invite and accept invitations for 
groups (particularly younger people) from other countries, to 
learn what is good in others (e.g. the mutual help given to rebuild 
Coventry Cathedral and the hospital at Dresden), 


- expressing concern for minority groups in their own midst, 


- supporting Christians who in obedience to conscience follow a 
course that brings them into conflict with the law (e.g. con- 
scientious objectors). 

EPS 


ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS REPORTS 
"ECUMENICAL AGONY" IN LATIN AMERICA 


New York, (EPS) -- Roman Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox in Latin America 
are experiencing a "state of spiritual re-awakening and ecumenical agony. 
They reach for one another in a search for solidarity and unity", said Arch- 
bishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America. 


During a visit to 17 cities in five Latin American countries he said he 
observed ''a desire to lay the groundwork for co-operation so that they may 
rebuild the image of the church to the point that the people expect". 


While denying that the countries of South America are "anti-United States 

or anarchistic", the Greek Orthodox prelate said: ''They seem to prefer a 
good neighbour, rather than an exploiter, freedom instead of protectionism, 
which in their minds belittles their dignity and offends their sensitivity." 


Archbishop Iakovos conferred with church dignitaries and the heads of state 
in Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil and Venezuela. He also visited Chile. 


EPS 
SHIFT IN MIGRANT MINISTRY 
EMPHASIS SOUGHT IN U.S. 
San Juan, Texas, (EPS) -- A shift from a migrant ministry conducted "for" 


farm workers to one supporting efforts determined by the workers was 
endorsed at the annual meeting of the migrant ministry section of the National 
Council of Churches (USA). 


Basically, the proposals asked that a national migrant ministry be controlled 
by farm workers rather than by churchmen. "Maximum feasible support with 
minimum control" by church funding sources was advocated. 


If approved by the NCC's Division of Christian Life and Mission, the new 
' programme would mark a decided change in the direction of the 50-year-old 
migrant ministry. 

EPS 
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CHRISTIANS IN MIDDLE EAST 
DISCUSS LITERATURE NEEDS 


Beirut, (EPS) -- A new type of meeting to plan for Christian communication 

took place here from November 25 to 28. Participants from Roman Catholic, 

Orthodox and Protestant churches met for the first time to discuss ways in 

which communication through literature can be more effective and more rele- 
vant to current situations. 


More than 40 people actively engaged in some aspect of literature production 
and distribution came from nine Middle East countries. 


The organizers stressed that the meeting was not called in order to’talk 
about literature but to make plans for more effective use of literature 
already available - better distribution - and to discuss the production of 
new literature — better writing and publishing. 


Talks were given by Father Georges Khodr of Tripoli, on the contribution of 
the Christian writer to Church and nation; by Mr. Yousry Labib of the 
(Orthodox) Marcos Publishing House, Cairo, on the publisher's task; and by 
the Rev. Samuel Habib of Minia, Egypt, Director of the Coptic Evangelical 
Organization of Social Services, on distribution methods. 


From all areas proposals were made for training nationals in all aspects of 
literature development. These will have priority in the follow-up to the 
workshop. Plans were made for Literature Fellowships in two countries to 
carry on the work begun in Beirut. 


The workshop was planned by a small team representing the Near East Council 
of Churches and the Orthodox Church. Chairman of meetings was the Rev. 
Albert Isteero, executive secretary of the Near East Council. Workshop 
expenses were met by a grant from the Christian Literature Fund. 


EPS 
PROTESTANT BISHOP CHALLENGES 
OPPOSITION TO BIRTH CONTROL 
San Francisco, California, (EPS) -- The Protestant Episcopal Bishop of California 


has criticized America's Roman Catholic bishops for not opposing Pope Paul's 
ban on artificial birth control. 


Preaching on world hunger in the cathedral here November 27, Bishop C. Kilmer 
Myers said: "The Roman Catholic hierarchy of this protein-rich nation does 
not have the courage to part company with a sincere but misled Pope who, led 
by obsolescent theologies, defines artificial population control as objective 
evil." | : 


Bishop Myers's statement was one of the sharpest Protestant attacks on the 
nation's Catholic bishops for their recent protest against government- 
sponsored birth control measures at home and abroad. 


In their statement issued in Washington, D.C. on November 15, the Catholic 
bishops said they continued to believe that the proper answer to population 
problems was "development of natural resources and technological means and 
development of human beings themselves". 

EPS 
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BRITISH CHURCHES START DRIVE 
FOR DEVELOPMENT AID 


London, (EPS) -- Christian churches throughout the British Isles have begun 
a month-long campaign gathering signatures on a petition asking for increased 
aid and more favourable trading terms for the developing countries. 


Among the early signatories was the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael 
Ramsey, who December 1 affixed his name to a petition that will be handed 

to Mr. David Crouch, M.P. for Canterbury. Other M.P.s will receive similar 
petitions from their constituents asking them to support the achievement by 
1972 of the target of 1% of the United Kingdom's gross national product to 

go as foreign aid. Three-quarters of this should be allocated by the govern- 
ment, the petition states. 


The national campaign, which began November 30, has been organized by the 
Churches' Action for World Development, comprising the British Council of 
Churches, the Conference of British Missionary Societies and the Roman Catholic 
Commission for International Justice and Peace. 


Some 7,000 congregations are said to be circulating petitions to be signed 
by Christians and non-Christians alike. They assert charity is not enough 
and urge Parliament to give a lead irrespective of what party is in power. 


EPS 
BLACK MILITANTS INTERRUPT 
MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL SERVICE 
Manchester, England, (EPS) -- A lunchtime service of prayer for racial harmony 


in Manchester Cathedral was interrupted November 25 by six uniformed members 
of a militant Black Power group. 


Addressing a congregation of about 100, the leader who refused to identify 
himself read a statement from the Universal Coloured People's Association 
in Britain. While supporting those who proposed to demonstrate next day 
against the South African sports team, the statement said that Black Power 
demanded for the black people in Manchester decent housing and a human en- 
vironment, an end to unemployment and racist education. 


Afterwards the Dean of Manchester, the Very Rev. Alfred Jowett, said: "TI 
didn't know it was going to happen. In a sense it was not anti-racist. It 
was racist. This is advancement in reverse...their object was as much 
racialism as white racialism." 


The service had been organized by the Anglican chaplaincies of Manchester 
and Salford Universities on the eve of the Springbok game in Manchester. 
EPS 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF DR. EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
TO THE MEMBER CHURCHES 


Christmas is a celebration of peace in the midst of conflict. 


In our time we all are fully conscious of many conflicts. Christmas does 
not offer anyone an escape from them. Jesus, born on Christmas-day, divides 
man before he reconciles. . He chose to live among the poor and the powerless 
to give them hope. All his life he resisted men who believed in their own 
strength and who defended their wealth and privilege. To all such Christmas 


must mean judgement. 


Jesus of Nazareth brings peace and justice to the outcasts of society and to 
all people who take their side. Men, humble before God and confident in Him, 
in solidarity and partnership with the poor, acting for justice, freedom and 


an open future for all: To all such Christmas means joy. 


The Christian community has little to boast about. But as one group of man- 
kind among the many, it has Jesus' story of reconciliation to tell: God is 
the first to reconcile, the first to forgive, the first to give new strength; 
He was the first to hope. With such a message entrusted to us, what can we 
do but rejoice and become reconcilers ourselves. 


EPS 
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DICARWS APPROVES $1,041,987 PROGRAMME 

FOR PALESTINIANS IN 1970 

Geneva, December 4, (EPS) -- A programme requesting $1,041,987 in 1970 for 
Palestine refugees and persons displaced in the June 1967 war was approved by 

the World Council of Churches’ Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service at its meeting here today. The programme is part of a $2,000,000 speed 
over the next two years for which the Division is seeking support from the member 


churches of the WCC and their agencies. 


The work to which the Divisional Committee gave its approval today is the out- 
come of a Consultation on the Palestine Refugee Problem held in Cyprus last 
September. That consultation recommended that major emphasis should be given to 
bringing out responsibly the facts about the Palestinian situation. This Informa- 
tion and faveroratacive Programme calls for an allocation of $200,000 over the 


next two years, of which $60,000 would be spent in 1970. 


When a member of the Divisional Committee pointed out that 10% of the total request 
for $2 million seemed to be unduly high, the general secretary of the World Council, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, replied that the churches in the Middle East, who had all 

; been represented at the Consultation, gave the highest priority to a publicity 
effort but not a one-sided propaganda programme. He thought they would even go 
so far as to say they do not wish to have the $2 million they are requesting if the 


money is raised for distorted reasons. 


"If you reject this particular asking", Dr. Blake said, “you would jeopardize the 


whole programme.” 


As part of the Information and Interpretative Programme, the Middle East churches 


have requested the services of an outside consultant for a short term to assist 


q 
* 
E 


them in preparing a programme "shaped by and led by the churches and people within 
the Middle East”. 


(more) 
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Other major items in the 1970 programme include $61,913 for vocational training 
workshops in Lebanon and Gaza; $186,324 for Family Service Centres in Jordan, 
Gaza, and Lebanon; $72,423 for village development projects in Jordan and Israel; 
$136,175 for education work of various kinds in the Middle East; $176,042 for 


social casework; and $109,088 for services through co-operating agencies. 


Just under. $100,000 is earmarked for administrative expenses. Other items to .be 
supported include medical clinics, clothing and shoe production, agricultural work 
and building and business loans. ‘The full programme has been endorsed by the 


Near East Council of Churches’ Division for Refugee Work. 


The proposals were approved by the 25-member committee with one abstention. - During 
the discussion it was suggested by a speaker from Africa that churches in other 
parts of the world regarded the Palestinian refugee question as their problem too 


and wished to be involved in it. 


During the Divisional Committee's discussion, the report of the Cyprus Consultation 
was received as information. Dr. Blake told the committee that some phrases in 
that report had been criticized by members of the Jewish community. He said he 
personally was committed to open and regular consultation with representatives of 
world Jewry both to inform them of how the World Council is seeking justice for all 
people in the area and to hear their views. In the discussion of future structure 
for the World Council, an effort is being made to see how this two-way channel can 


be provided for. 
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RELIEF CONSORTIUM ASKED TO 
RECONSIDER OPERATION TO BIAFRA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches’ Divisional Committee on 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service has asked Joint Church Aid (JCA) 
to reconsider whether its relief flights to Biafra, begun as an emergency 
measure in 1968, should be continued in their present form. 


Reason given for the World Council's request to JCA was its deep distress at 
the "ambiguous position in which the tremendous effort has put Christian 
people, churches and agencies because of its political side effects". The 
statement approved by the Divisional Committee on December 4 said these side 
effects include "exposing the churches to the charge of prolonging the war 
and adding to the suffering of the people". 


Joint Church Aid is an independent consortium of 33 Protestant and Roman 
Catholic relief agencies in Germany, Scandinavia, Great Britain and United 
States. Several JCA executives were present at the Divisional Committee 
meeting here December 3-5 and voted in favour of the Division's statement 
asking for such reconsideration. 


The Divisional Committee welcomed wholeheartedly the visit early in December 
of representatives of the All Africa Conference of Churches to both Biafra 
and Nigeria as a hopeful step to exert an influence towards peace-making, and 
then went on: 


"The Division strongly emphasizes the statement of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches made in August 1969 that ‘the only answer to 
this terrible situation is the ending of the fighting and the achievement of 
lasting peace'. 


"We believe that the WCC, through its general secretary, the Commission of 

the Churches on International Affairs, and in co-operation with the AACC, the 
Roman Catholic Church, and the governments concerned, should play an effective 
role in peace-making and must pursue every opportunity to do so. Meanwhile, 

we are concerned that the World Council of Churches should maintain its 

ability to act as a mediator by refusing to take a partisan, political position 
with respect to the conflict." 


The Committee's statement adds: ''The Division recognizes that the agencies 
involved in Joint Church Aid face the issue as to whether, and by what means, 
a short-term emergency operation with unprecedented implications for the 
churches, for the Division, and for their relation to governments should be 
continued. Equally they face the implications for the people in Biafra if 
the operation is discontinued. 


"The Division raises the question whether the churches and their agencies, 
especially through JCA, should prolong the massive airlift in its present form. 
Likewise, should the churches’ major effort to meet this human need be the in- 
direct means by which some governments are enabled to pursue their own ends 

and thereby achieve their own goals? 


"The. Division recommends therefore that JCA at its upcoming meeting consider 
what ought to be the future of its operation in the light of (a) the thinking 
of the people and the churches in Africa, and especially in Nigeria and Biafra; 
(b) the continuing human needs and suffering in both Nigeria and Biafra, and 


° * Ww 
alternative ways of meeting them. (more) 


No. 43 - 11th December, 1969 3 


A second request was made to the Christian Council in Biafra to stop using 
the name of the World Council of Churches and its emblem in Biafran relief. 
An initial request to this effect made in March had been disregarded, the 
Divisional Committee was told. This had embarrassed both the World Council 
and the Christian churches in Nigeria. 


In other actions the Divisional Committee authorized a special appeal to meet 
needs in Vietnam estimated at $500,000 in 1970. Estimates showed that 
$300,000 would probably be needed for the support of the Asian Christian 
Service in Vietnam and Laos. Another $100,000 was expected to be required 

to make medical supplies and equipment available for war victims in North 
Vietnam and those areas controlled by the National Liberation Front. 


In addition, $50,000 would be sought by the appeal for the support of the 
Vietnam Christian Service, for which Church World Service, New York, is agent, 
and the remaining $50,000 would be for other concerns. 


It was also agreed to set aside $100,000 from the response to the WCC's $5 
million emergency appeal for Nigeria/Biafra to help refugee students and 
others stranded by the conflict. 


The 1970 budget of the Service to Refugees, totalling $1,017,250, was also 
approved. Of this sum, $500,000 will come from the DICARWS's Service Programme 
budget, approved at $1,902,500, and the rest from other sources. 


The Service Programme is the Division's basic budget, and the Finance Sub- 
Committee warned that there was "the possibility of a deficit of approximately 
$55,000", which might even be higher, and urged churches and agencies to 
increase their support for this budget to make possible the activities that 
the Divisional Committee had approved. 


EPS 
JOINT CHURCH AID TO CONTINUE 
ITS AIRLIFT FOR BIAFRA 
Sandefjord, Norway, (EPS) -- If Joint Church Aid were now to call off its 


airlift of relief supplies for civilians in Biafra, the result would be the 
death of millions of innocent people. It would also establish starvation 
not only as a legitimate weapon of war but also as a partisan tool in the 
hands of groups pursuing their own motives. 


So said Joint Church Aid in a unanimously approved statement when it met here 
in plenary session December 8. The statement was published both as a reply 

to the request from the World Council of Churches’ Division of Inter-church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service that JCA should review its position (see page 2) 
but also to clarify to the world at large the position and motives of Joint 
Church Aid. 


The statement says that JCA co-operation includes the participation of 33 
Roman Catholic and Protestant relief organizations in 21 countries, as well 
as contributions from other agencies such as Oxfam and UNICEF. 


(more) 
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"All the organizations", the statement goes on, "are deeply involved in the 
relief work for the suffering victims on both the Nigerian and Biafran sides 
of the conflict. We have no alternative but to continue the relief work for 
as long as it is an effective means of alleviating the present suffering". 


After recalling that all efforts to hasten the end of histilities have been 

in vain, the statement says: "Awareness of this is a burden on our minds on 
this occasion as we need to review the situation and plan the future of our 

relief work. 


"From the very beginning the relief organizations of the churches have insisted 
that all relief was only second to mediation for cease-fire and peace. It is 
with a deep felt sorrow that we have seen all sincere attempts to establish 
successful negotiations fail. 


"The organizations participating in JCA all recognize that relief work has 
political side effects. This is true of relief work in Nigeria as in Biafra. 
But they do not see that they are left with any choice. Joint Church Aid has 
supported directly and indirectly all initiatives to establish more regular 
and effective alternatives to night flights. 


"In our continued co-operation we are strongly supported by the encouragement 
which we receive regularly from leaders and church people in Africa as well as 
from the rest of the world. We continue to call on all governments to accept 
their obligations to take political and diplomatic actions that will bring 
both sides of the conflict to the conference table. 


"We will support them in all attempts they might take to achieve this difficult 
but most vital goal provided they, in their attempts, will not tamper with the 
integrity of serious relief operations, as we reject everything that will mix 
relief work with politics." 


The statement adds that relief efforts of JCA's co-operating church agencies 
are carried out in Nigeria by the Nigerian church organizations in close co- 
operation with the Nigerian Red Cross and the Federal Nigerian Rehabilitation 
Committee, and says: "The assistance on the Federal side is struggling to 
overcome great difficulties of transport and of reaching the often isolated 
groups in the so-called liberated areas. 


"In both Nigeria and Biafra the relief work is concentrated on feeding the 
starving families and children, and on the medical work which has so far been 
successful in preventing the great and fatal epidemics which usually come with 
starvation and long lasting misery." 


Concerning JCA's airlift to Biafra, the statement says that its airlift over 
the last 18 months "is presently the life-line for about four million people, 
mostly women and children", and records that on the night of December 7 JCA 
aircraft completed 27 flights carrying 364 metric tons of food and medicines 
to Biafra. 

EPS 
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DWME ENLARGED COMMITTEE 
ASKED TO RETHINK MISSION 


G@neva, (EPS) -- Two phenomena in today's world have important implications for 
the Christian mission, the Rev. Philip Potter told the Enlarged Divisional 
Committee on World Mission and Evangelism (DWME) when it met here December 8 

at the beginning of its eight-day series of sessions. These phenomena, he 
said, are the "one, yet pluralistic world" and urbanization. Both offer a 
means for freer and richer community life, yet at the same time create "greater 
loneliness, helplessness and lack of participation. Power tends to be ex- 
ercised by faceless men whose main preoccupations are increasing production, 
enlarging the boundaries of the city and pursuing wealth". 


Mr. Potter, a 48-years-old West Indian,was presenting his report as director 
of DWME and he went on to challenge the 60 churchmen from North America, 
Europe and the Third World countries to "rethink the whole approach of 
Christian mission" and try to discover what God is doing in his world. 


Noting that the Division had designated "Salvation Today" as the study theme 
for the next few years, he said salvation was understood in its biblical sense 
as liberation and healing in a dynamic perspective of what is happening to man 
in himself and in society. 


If the Church is to follow Christ, said Potter, it must be a Church for others. 
This means it must be concerned with the problems men face today. He mentioned 
specifically the programme to eradicate racism suggested by the World Council's 
Central Committee last August and the challenge on development as made by 

the Uppsala Assembly. 


"Unless the ecumenical movement can help the churches to see that development 
is not just an economic matter but involves the whole man and all men", said 
Potter, "development will be seen by the poor nations not as a new name for 
peace but as a new form of exploitation and subjection". He further said: "If 
the violent protests of students, workers and minority groups, especially the 
yrotest of blacks against white racism, are properly assessed, it becomes clear 
that the rich nations are morally and spiritually under-developed. Develop- 
ment, like mission, must be seen to be in six continents." 


The Enlarged Committee will attempt, before it adjourns December 16, to out- 
line a programme to guide the Division's participation in both the racism and 
development emphases of the WCC. 


Two other concerns Mr. Potter asked the committee to consider were the Christian 
mission among men of other faiths and ideologies and joint action for mission. 


The relationship of dialogue with men of other Faiths and the proclamation of 
the gospel has become "'a subject of controversy", the director conceded. "In 
some quarters there is the suspicion that the uniqueness of the Christian faith 
may be sacrificed by this dialogue and that syncretism and humanism may be its 


result." 


Potter affirmed his conviction that "This dialogue is lifting up many issues 
for the understanding of the gospel and of the Church which can only contribute 
to a richer and more relevant witness to God's ultimate purpose for a pluralistic 


world". (more) 
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Joint action for mission was described as all the churches looking together 
at the total needs of a given area and making all their work contribute to a 
common objective approved by all. This requires a "new habit of mind" which 
thinks not in terms of a particular church but of the Christian enterprise as 
a whole in the area in question. 


Potter referred to the network of relationships which the Division has main- 
tained and developed. He mentioned particularly the growing co-operation with 
Roman Catholics symbolized by the presence at the meeting, as consultants, of 
Rev. Benjamin Tonna, general secretary of the Service of Documentation and 
Studies; Rev. Johannes Metzler representing the Congregation for the Evangeli- 
zation of Peoples; and Rev. Basil Meeking from the Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity. 


Mr. Potter asked the committee to consider what structures would best promote 
joint action for mission. The Division must be related directly to churches 
and national councils, he said, because mission is essentially an activity of 
the churches in each place. Special committees or departments on mission and 
evangelism might be formed by the national councils, he suggested. The com- 
mittee would also have to consider the role of mission agencies in joint action 
for mission in the priority situations of our time. 


When the International Missionary Council integrated with the World Council 
in 1961 at the New Delhi Assembly, the Commission and Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism were formed. The committee would have to consider 
what place these should have in a restructured World Council of Churches. 


EPS 
CARDINAL WILLEBRANDS VISITS 
PATRIARCH ATHENAGORAS 
Istanbul, (EPS) -- A meeting here in early December between Jan Cardinal Wille- 


brands, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 
and Athenagoras I, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, "marked a step 
forward on the way to ecumenicity", a member of the delegation told press 
representatives, and added: 


"We have come in response to the desire of Pope Paul VI that the members of 
the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate should be visited periodically 
to study the progress made towards restoring full communion between the two 
churches and the next objectives for which we should strive together in order 
to advance more quickly towards that goal." 


The Cardinal was accompanied by Father Jérome Hamer, secretary of the Secre- 
tariat for Promoting Christian Unity, Father Pierre Duprey and Don Francesco 
Fertino, members of the Secretariat's staff. 


Cardinal Willebrands conveyed a message from the Pope to Patriarch Athenagoras. 
EPS 
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NCC/USA ELECTS WOMAN PRESIDENT 
AT STORMY ASSEMBLY 


Detroit, Michigan, (EPS) -- An attempt by black churchmen, supported by a 
group of radical white "renewalists" and some delegates, to gain top posts 
in the National Council of Churches in the USA was defeated at the triennial 
assembly here of the Protestant and Orthodox organization which elected its 
first woman president and re-elected its general secretary, both whites. 


The winner of the first: contested presidential election in the 19-year history 
of the NCC was Dr. Cynthia Wedel, an articulate advocate of women's rights. 
She defeated the Rev. Albert B. Cleage, Jr., of Detroit by a four-to-one 
(387-93) margin on a secret ballot. 


Also victorious by approximately the same margin (382-100) was Dr. R.H. Edwin 
Espy, general secretary. He had been opposed by the Rev. Leon Watts a pastor 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church who has been serving the New 
York Presbytery of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


Four blacks were among the 18 candidates presented to the assembly by the 
official nominating committee, among them Bishop Frederick Douglass Jordan 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, as first vice president. He faced 
no opposition. 


While "black power'' was a pivotal issue at the assembly, the gathering also 
heard demands for attention and influence from variety of other groups, in- 
cluding women, American Indians and an Arab. And a key issue developed as 

a 21-year-old man challenged the NCC to take an "action" stance on its previous 
statements on religious obedience by accepting his draft card and providing 
him with guidance as he refuses military service. 


The new president of the NCC is the wife of a prominent Episcopal theologian, 
Dr. Theodore 0. Wedel. Long active in church life, she previously served as 
president of Church Women United, vice-president of the NCC and associate 
general secretary of the NCC. 


Concerning her candidacy, she voiced regret at being pitted against a black 
man but declined a public request by Mr. Cleage to withdraw. She commented: 


"I deplore the discrimination against black people and have worked hard to 
eliminate it. But women also have been victims of discrimination, and I 
regard my election as a belated recognition of their importance in the church." 


At her post-election press conference she pledged increased effort toward 
reconciliation of the races and groups represented in the NCC 33-member church 
constituency. 


Criticism of the NCC ranged from sober assessments to emotional harangues to 
turbulent actions. Among the sharpest of the voices heard was that of James 
Forman, leader of the Black Economic Development Conference and proponent of 
the "Black Manifesto". He charged the NCC with attempting to divide the black 
communities and demanded dissolution of the council and distribution of its 
assets as reparations to blacks. 


Following Forman's appearance, one of his colleagues temporarily wrested 
presiding powers from NCC President Arthur Flemming. Later joined by a 


(more) 
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leader of the "Jonathan's Wake" group (EPS No. 41), motions were proposed 
which called for denunciation of the council and a declaration that the NCC 
would never again resort to civil authority to settle an ecclesiastical 
dispute. Only about 35 of the delegates responded to the call for a vote. 


Another member of "Jonathan's Wake" also provided the assembly with one of its 
wildest moments. This was a young Episcopal priest from the Free Church of 
Berkeley, California, who jumped to the stage to denounce the assembly for 

its refusal - after long debate - to accept the draft card offered by con- 
scientious objector James Rubins, 21, of Hicksville, New York. 


In the floor argument, several speakers - including legal authorities - con- 
tended that by accepting the draft card the NCC would in effect be entering 

into a conspiracy to violate the law. Others pressed for acceptance of the 

card in spite of the legal implications and as a symbolic gesture in support 
of Mr. Rubins's position. 


The proposal to accept required a two-thirds majority. When the final vote 
failed to achieve this margin, the Rev. Richard York leaped to the stage and 
spattered red paint on it and the long front table occupied by officials. 


"Blood is on our hands!" he shouted. "The blood of the Vietnamese and our 
soldiers is dripping from the minutes of this meeting." 


Mr. Rubins responded to the decidion more calmly. "I respect the decision 
made here, although I am not in agreement with it", said the tall, blond 
junior at Hope College, Holland, Michigan. Earlier he had stated he was 
ready to face jail to resist the draft and the Vietnam war. 


On the last day of the assembly a "Wake" spokesman, the Rev. Braxton Bryant, 
a United Methodist clergyman who heads the Tennessee Human Rights Commission, 
expressed gratitude to NCC officials for the "openness" of the assembly. 


While Jonathan's Wake might have shocked and "even insulted" many delegates, 
Mr. Bryant said, it is a movement where "there is a place for witness to 
conscience". He said the paint-throwing of Mr. York was not known before- 
hand by other members of the Wake but that it would not condemn his action. 


"We're not up here playing games", he added, describing the movement as one 
from the "grass roots" where "arms are being broken and we don't have time 
for Roberts Rules of Order". 


Actions taken by the assembly included: 


- authorizing a study conference to take place next June on "Population 
awareness and Christian Responsibility". This conference will be 
designed to aid Christians in clarifying their obligations concerning 
the population explosion, 


- calling on President Nixon to "replace the policy of 'Vietnamization' 
of the war" by one of "ending the war on Vietnamese initiative with 
U.S ane ip: « 


- requesting a UN or International Red Cross investigation of the alleged 


massacre of civilians by U.S. troops in South Vietnam, (more) 
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- commending President Nixon's initiative in banning biological war- 
fare weapons and in limiting chemical warfare devices. 


At the end of the assembly, the new president, Dr. Cynthia Wedel, gave this 
summing up: "It has certainly told us, loud and clear, that our old ways of 
doing things are not adequate. There must be big changes, and they must be 
made faster than we think possible." . 

EPS 


SPEAKERS FOR CHURCH DEVELOPMENT CONSULTATION ANNOUNCED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A Brazilian archbishop who champions the oppressed masses, 
the development minister of West Germany, and an authority on African economic 
problems are among those who will address an ecumenical consultation on the 
use of church funds in development projects. 


Sponsored by the World Council of Churches, the consultation will take place 
January 26-31, 1970 at Montreux, Switzerland (EPS No. 38). The approximately 
100 participants will include both church leaders and experts on world economic 
development. It is expected that half the group will come from the developing 
countries. 


The Most Rev. Helder Camara, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Olinda and Recife, 
Brazil, and Dr. Erhard Eppler, Minister for Economic Co-operation in the Bonn 
government, will present the subject "Development Projects and the Concern for 
Structural Changes". The intent is to bring to the total group the views of 
both the developing and the developed countries on structural change. 


A similar procedure will be followed in introducing the "UN Second Development 
Decade - The Task of the Churches". Short addresses will be delivered by Mr. 
Robert Gardiner, executive secretary of the U.N.'s Economic Commission for Africa 
with headquarters in Addis Ababa, and Prof. André Philip of Paris, director of 
the Development Centre of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). 


Speaking on "Goals and Process of Development Projects" will be Prof. Samuel L. 
Parmar, reader in economics at Allahabad University in India, plus a rep- 
resentative of the developed world (still to be announced). 


Chairman of the consultation will be Dr. Charles D. Sherman, former secretary 
of the treasury of Liberia and now financial consultant to President Tubman. 


The consultation has been called at the request of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches to give direction and guidance to the Council 
and its member churches on assistance to development projects. The Council 
has been receiving an increasing number of requests for assistance from churches 
in the developing countries; at the same time churches in the developed 
countries ask help in the proper utilization of the growing amount of church 
funds being made available for development. 

EPS 
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CHRISTIAN PEACE ETHIC 
PUBLISHED IN GERMANY 


Hanover, (EPS) -- A document entitled "Christian Peace Service - theses on 
the Christian Peace Ethic in the present world situation" was published on 
December 1 by the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), firmly 
rejecting all moral justification for war. 


"Since the purpose of military armament today", it says, “can only be to 
prevent the outbreak of nuclear warfare, and since ‘restricted’ wars involve 
the risk of nuclear escalation, it is no longer possible for Christian ethics 
to speak of a ‘just war' as was still conceivable at the time of the Reforma- 
tion." 


The aim of all responsible political action today can only be "to try to 
balance the opposing interests of states, to establish social justice and 

to protect the freedom of states and individuals within the framework of 
wrld peace". : 

These aims, says the document, can be achieved if the states abandon the use 
of military methods for the settlement of conflicts and (instead of regarding 
the good of their own nation as absolute) recognize a charter of joint 
interests and aims which benefit all states. This means that "the ideal of 
national state sovereignty must be superseded by that of international 
solidarity". 


The aim of the document is to provide ethical criteria and new stimuli for 
on-going discussion on the problem of peace. In Western Germany one side still 
advocates the balance of armaments and a policy of military deterrence, while 
the other side supports unilateral disarmament. 


The document stresses that the beliefs and hopes expressed in it may be 
shattered unless public opinion, and those responsible for political, economic 
and military decisions, are convinced of the need for a new peace policy in 
place of the present policy of deterrence. "Effective progress towards an 
international peace policy can be made only if political and economic decisions 
are given the same status as the securing of a strategy of deterrence." 


"Where Christians feel that their conscience commands them to abandon all 

use of weapons", the document continues, "this must be accepted as a Christian 
decision. The same applies to those Christians who come to the conclusion 

that they must abandon weapons in order to undertake constructive, non-military 
peace work." 


But if a regiment is obstructed by sabotage or prevented from carrying out 
its military duties, this discredits conscientious objection completely. 


To ensure that conscientious objection really carried conviction, the Church 
must also insist that “references to conscience are not made lightly or 
falsely in the political discussion". On the other hand, where necessary the 
Church must also see that obstacles are not raised to genuine conscientious 
objection on the pretext that it impedes military operations. 


Finally the Council of the EKD appeals to the state and to public opinion to 
make provision for adequate institutions for peace service, which work to 
promote international solidarity... 
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CEC PROMOTES THEOLOGICAL CONVERSATION 
WITH CHRISTIANS IN THE THIRD WORLD 


Cartigny, Switzerland, (EPS) -- Christians from Europe, Africa and Asia 
attended a theological consultation organized last week by the Conference 

of European Churches on the theme "Sin, Repentance and Renewal in the 

Crisis of Faith and Life in Europe Today". At the end of the consultation 
they urged the churches belonging to the Conference of European Churches (CEC) 
to arrange further "experiments" of this kind in order to promote mutual 
understanding. 


The main purpose of the consultation, which was chaired by Dr. Jacques 
Rossel, Director of the Basle Mission, was to help in clearing up the mis- 
understandings which arise as a result of the growing participation of the 
Orthodox Churches and of the increased theological exchanges between European 
churches and the churches in Asia, Latin America and Africa many of which 
have a different understanding of certain central biblical concepts. This 
was not an easy taks, said Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, general secretary of 
CEC, but it was an extremely stimulating and enriching experience for the 
participants as a useful basis for further conversations. 


The findings were drawn up by two working groups in the form of theses, and 
will be used by the first working group, "The Churches of Europe and the 
Churches of the other Continents", in its future work. The theses on "The 
Crisis of Faith and Life in Europe Today" criticize the tendency of the 
churches ''to identify themselves too easily with particular social structures, 
and philosophical trends" thereby allowing "political, economic and other 
dominant forces to use them for their own aims". 


The working group said it was also "conscious of the limitation of the message 
of Christ to the individual soul which has very often taken place in European 
churches with the result that the message of Christ becomes irrelevant for 
social action". 


It further pointed to "the fear of the churches and of individual Christians 
to take action in the name of justice and peace, which may imply danger, on 
the pretext that such action will be understood as rebellion, disorder and 
even violence". 
The second working group described the churches' task as "prophetic and 
pastoral": "Their prophetic task consists in removing ignorance about in- 
justice....Their pastoral task consists in combatting discouragement that 
overtakes man when he realizes the power of sin, personal and social...". 
EPS 


LUTHERANS JOIN NCCP 


Manila, (EPS) -- The Lutheran Church in the Philippines was received as a 
regular member of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines during 
its fourth general convention which met here November 28-30, 1969. The con- 
vention was attended by delegates and observers from seven member churches 
and four associate member organizations. 


Dr. Jose A. Yap was re-elected Administrative Secretary of the NCCP, and 
the Rev. George F. Castro, Treasurer. 
EPS 


No. 43 - llth December, 1969 12 


WCC AND ROMAN CATHOLIC MEMBERSHIP: 
JOINT COMMITTEE NAMED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A six man committee to consider the "pros and cons" of 
Roman Catholic membership in the World Council of Churches has been named. 
It held its first meeting last week in Rome. 


The WCC's representatives were the Rev. David Paton, a British Anglican who 
has been long associated with the ecumenical movement, Dr. Lukas Vischer, a 
Swiss Reformed theologian and director of the Council's secretariat on Faith 
and Order, and Professor Nikos Nissiotis of the Greek Orthodox Church and 
Director of the post-graduate Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near here. 


The Roman Catholic Church was represented by Father John Long of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, Dom Emmanuel Lanne who teaches 
theology in Rome, and Father Bernard Law, executive director of the Bishops' 
Committee for Ecumenical and Inter-religious Affairs, USA. 


It is understood here that the committee had only preliminary discussions 
last week on the scope of its mandate and will meet again to prepare an 
interim report for the Joint Working Group between the World Council and the 
Roman Catholic Church which is to meet again in May next year. 


It will be recalled that Pope Paul when he visited the headquarters of the 
World Council last June said the question of Roman Catholic membership in 

the Council contained serious theological and pastoral implications and 
required a profound study. The Pope said the study would "commit us to a way 
that honesty recognizes could be long and difficult". 


The indications are that there will be no early application from the Vatican 
to join the 235-member WCC. 


The Roman Catholic Church and the World Council co-operate in a joint committee 
on world justice, development and peace and have close relations on other 
social issues. Nine Roman Catholics also serve on the Council's Commission 
on Faith and Order. 

EPS 


JAPANESE CHURCHMEN OPPOSE 
SATO-NIXON COMMUNIQUE 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- Laymen and ministers of The United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan), attending an extraordinary general assembly in Tokyo November 25, 
sent a protest to Prime Minister Eisaku Sato over the Sato-Nixon Communiqué, 
released at the close of the recent consultations in Washington on the rever- 
sion of Okinawa. 


The extraordinary general assembly had been called at the request of standing 
committee members to reconsider the bill of support for the Christian Pavilion 
at Expo '70, passed in 1968 (EPS No. 33). The meeting took no action on three 
proposed bills concerned with Kyodan participation in the Christian Pavilion, 
so the 1968 action stands. But Moderator Kiyoshi Ii personally criticized the 
decision and urged delegates to take home for discussion in their districts 
and churches the questions and problems raised by younger people. 

EPS 
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Feature Article 


BUDDHISTS IN VIETNAM WANT SOCIAL REVOLUTION "WITH A HUMAN FACE" 


An Interview with Miss Cao Ngoc Phuong, Vice-President of the 
National Buddhist Committee for Aid to War Victims 


Miss Cao Ngoc Phuong is a 3l-years-old Buddhist from Vietnam who teaches 
biology at the Universities of Hué and Saigon. In 1964 she joined the Buddhist 
movement for social reform and gradually became increasingly active in the 
peace-making efforts of Buddhists in Vietnam. Last year she was appointed 
vice-president of the National Buddhist Committee for Aid to War Victims. 


Q. Why are you in Switzerland? 


A. I had to leave South Vietnam secretly after making some statements about 
the immediate withdrawal of the American troops. Thanks to the help of friends 
in Paris, I am visiting some European countries and may also go to the USA, to 
explain the Buddhist attitude to the settlement of the conflict in Vietnam. 

I hope to contact governments and also such humanitarian or religious institu- 
tions as the World Council of Churches. 


Q. And what is the attitude of the Buddhists? 


A. What we call the "Vietnam Buddhist bloc" has drawn up a five-point plan 
for solving the deadlock in the negotiations in Paris. 


Q. Please outline this five-point plan. 


A. We are asking France, India and Sweden to appeal to the two opposing blocs 
(Capitalist and Communist) for their collaboration in establishing peace in 
Vietnam through the neutralization of South-East Asia; a unilateral cease- 
fire by the USA and the Saigon government would evoke the response of the 
National Liberation Front; the formation of a provisional neutralist govern- 
ment, representing all the conflicting parties and the other popular forces, 
would be responsible for ensuring the withdrawal of the American and allied 
troops, for disarming all the Vietnamese military forces and for organizing 
elections for a Constituent Assembly. 


Q. Are there many Buddhists in Vietnam? 


A. They represent 90% of the population: 


Q. And what are the attitudes of the government and of the Buddhists? 


A. Because the government has recently organized elections, 30% or 40% of 
the people of South Vietnam have shown that they support the government. 
With regard to the Buddhists, most of the population have great sympathy for 
them because their main concern is to try to effect a reconciliation between 
the pro-Commnists of the Front and the anti-Communists of the government. 


(more) 
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Q. The Buddhists in Vietnam are non-violent. Do you think that non-violent 
action can be effective in a country ravaged by war? 


A. Yes, we say that we are non-violent, but we must be strong, I mean we 

must have many friends both within the country and outside it. We need inter- 
national support in order to deaden the impact between the Communist and 
Capitalist blocs, because the Vietnam problem is not confined to Vietnam. 


Q. One of the aims of your own organization is social reform. What action 
can you take during war-time? 


A. We even speak of a social revolution "with a human face", i.e. through 
non-violent methods. The population has shown great understanding about this. 
We have formed a large number of small groups of young people who wish to 
settle in the villages, so as to live and work among rural people. These 
youngsters, most of them students, explain their own aims to the inhabitants 
and thus carry out a task of social education. But the social movement cannot 
grow unless the war is stopped. That is why part of the movement has had to 
devote itself to political action for peace in Vietnam. The others are help- 
ing the war victims rather than organizing social revolution. But we have 
several pilot villages. 


Q. Is this social revolution similar to the one that has taken place in the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam? 


A. Broadly speaking yes, but I repeat, we do not want to use violent methods. 


Q. What do you do to make the people understand your ideas? 


A. First and foremost through our action in the villages, as I just said. 
Also through our secret news service. Lastly, through singing. 


Q. How do you mean, singing? 


A. Yes, we also use singing as a weapon in the struggle. Some of our friends 
compose songs, love-songs originally, which gradually develop into information- 
songs and anti-war songs. And I'm sure that a song carries more conviction 
than a long article. 


Q. One final question: what do you think of the programme for rebuilding 
Vietnam after the war as envisaged by the WCC - a task for which it hopes to 
be able to co-operate with all who have humanitarian concerns - including 
Buddhists and other religious groups? 


A. That presents a great hope for us. We feel a great deal of sympathy for 
the World Council when it says that it wishes to respect the will of the 
population. That proves that the WCC has understood the people of Vietnan, 
who are extremely sensitive about the presence of any foreigners in their 
country. We are a small nation, hostile to all invaders - even if that in- 
vader is the Church. But the programme cannot be carried out yet, because 
the war is still going on and peace still far off. That is why I have come 
here to explain our attitude, which we believe is the only way of solving 
the deadlock at the Paris Conference. 
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AACC MISSION TO NIGERIA/BIAFRA 
TERMED "USEFUL, ENCOURAGING" 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The mission of reconciliation sent to Nigeria/Biafra by the 
All Africa Conference of Churches was "useful and encouraging", declared the 
Rev. James Lawson, associate general secretary of AACC, while on a visit to 
the Ecumenical Centre here this week. 


"We are convinced that this first, very encouraging contact will lead to a 
concrete effort of reconciliation in the near future", he added. 


Mr. Lawson said the six-man delegation had spent two days in Biafra and three 
in Nigeria between December 3-8. They made contact with General Gowon and 
Colonel Ojukwu and with Roman Catholic and Protestant church leaders in both 
theatres in the conflict. 


They found among church leaders in both Nigeria and Biafra an undoubted desire 
for rapprochement. These leaders thought the time had come to get together 
and talk, so that peace might come. 


On the governmental side there was a no less keen desire to put an end to the 
war and begin peace negotiations, said the AACC official. 


In both Nigeria and Biafra the delegation visited hospitals and met those in 
charge of the various Catholic and Protestant relief organizations. 


The delegation included: Mr. William Tolbert, vice-president of Liberia and 
president of the World Baptist Alliance; the Most Rev. J.K. Amissah, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Ghana; Rev. John Gatu of Kenya, general secretary of 
the Presbyterian Church of East Africa; Rev. Seth Nomenyo of the Protestant 
Church of Togo; Rev. Samuel Amissah, general secretary of AACC,and Mr. Lawson. 
EPS 


NEW STYLE PRESS SERVICE 
ANNOUNCED FOR 1970 


Geneva, (EPS) -- With the developments in the newspaper world, notably in 
religious newspapers, the time has come for a more definitive World Council 
news service to meet the needs of editors and thereby their readers. 


The Committee of the Department of Communication at the World Council of 
Churches listened to the needs of the newspaper world as well as those of many 
pastors and laymen of the member churches. 


The outcome is that from January Ecumenical Press Service will have a new 
format. The first three weeks of the month when it is a four-week month (and 
four weeks during a five-week month) EPS will be geared to the requirements 
of the editor. 


For easy sub-editing it will be printed on one side of the page with wider 
spacing. But more important the stories - about seven a week - will seek to 
include more background. 


The last week of each month will see an issue that is more analytical, offering 
trends in the ecumenical movement both in the different regions and in various 


(more) 
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ecumenical organizations. It will also give information on major themes 
emerging in the ecumenical discussion. 


A periscope page will contain in shorter form stories that do not fit into 
the month-end format. This we believe will help us not to leave out anything 
of significance. 


This year will be experimental, and the Communication Department will then 
look at the new format in the light of comments and evaluations received 
from readers. 

The Editor 


WSCF CHANGES HEADQUARTERS PLANS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The World Student Christian Federation (WSCF), which celebrates 
its 75th anniversary in 1970, has received an unexpected "gift" that may prove 
worth a quarter of a million dollars. 


Two years ago the WSCF received an eviction notice from its landlord who wished 
to use the premises at 13 rue Calvin for other purposes as of early 1971. 

After searching in vain for adequate rental space or a building to remodel, 
WSCF decided to purchase land from the World Council of Churches on which to 
erect a headquarters. A $450,000 campaign was launched. 


Ground-breaking ceremonies were held on September 29 (EPS No. 34) but legal 
complications forced postponement of the signing of contracts. 


Less than a week before contracts were to be signed, the Rev. Risto Lehtonen, 
general secretary of WSCF, received two unexpected bits of information: (1) the 
total cost for land, building and furnishings would be at least $550,000 instead 
of $450,000 as previously estimated; and (2) some very desirable space in a 
well-situated Geneva building might become available in early 1971 through an 
agreement whereby the total cost for adequate, "rent-free" headquarters would 

be approximately $300,000. 


An emergency meeting of the New Headquarters Committee was convened in Geneva 
on December 3. After inspecting the alternative location, the committee voted: 


1. to suspend plans for the purchase of land from the World Council; 


2. to instruct the general secretary to enter into negotiations for the 
new headquarters possibility; 


3. to earmark certain very desirable space in the new headquarters for 
a "Philippe Maury Memorial Library"; 


4. to instruct those raising funds to continue their efforts, but to re- 
duce the original total of $450,000 to $300,000. (Approximately 
$160,000 has already been given or pledged.) 


Next month the WSCF expects to make a public announcement of its new headquarters 
plans - an appropriate way to start the celebration of the 75th anniversary of 
its founding by John R. Mott and others in 1895 at Vadstena Castle, Sweden. By 
the end of the year, it is hoped the $300,000 will be in. 

EPS 
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SWEDISH ARMS PROTEST 
RECEIVED BY WCC 


Geneva, (EPS) -- An open letter to the World Council of Churches received 
here urges the Council to protest against the accelerating arms race and the 
exporting of arms to developing countries. 


The letter was published in the weekly paper of the Mission Covenant Church 
of Sweden, Svensk Veckotidning, and signed by its editors, Bertil Zachrisson 
and Karl-Axel Elmquist. 


The appeal made in the letter is receiving serious consideration from the 
staff of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Using information presented recently by the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute under the chairmanship of Prof. Gunnar Myrdal, the letter 
says: 


"The two large defence blocks - NATO and the Warsaw pact - account for 85% 

of the aggregate defence expenditure. On a global scale, twelve times more 
is invested on the development of new arms and weapons systems than on the 

development of civilian industries. 


"It is especially alarming that the export of arms to the developing countries 
has increased sharply. Economic support to these countries is often tied to 
military commercial agreements and to military control. The developing countries 
comprise an export market for arms which has been exploited to such a degree 

that social, cultural and economic developments in most developing countries 

have been disrupted and delayed." 


The letter continues: 


"In no way can the present nuclear stalemate be accepted as a lasting solution 
or as a justification for maintaining nuclear armaments.... 


"The concentration of nuclear weapons in the hands of a few nations presents 
the world with serious problems: (a) How to guarantee the security of the non- 
nuclear nations; (b) How to enable these nations to play their part in pre- 
venting war and (c) How to prevent the nuclear powers from freezing the exist- 
ing order at the expense of changes needed for social and political justice. 


"Since smaller nations are expected to accept the discipline of nuclear ab- 
stinence, the nuclear powers should accept the discipline of phased disarmament 
in all categories of weapons. At the same time, the nuclear nations should 
accept the right and responsibility of the non-nuclear nations to their share 
in vital decisions regarding their own security and the peace of the world.... 


"A special danger today is the encouragement of wars by proxy through the com- 
petitive delivery of armaments, so aggravating the dangers in many explosive 
situations. This constitutes an international scandal which governments must 
no longer tolerate or permit." 


The letter concludes by asking the WCC to bring the matter to the attention of 
national church councils and member denominations with the goal of inducing 
them to take unambiguous stances against the arms race. 

EPS 
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WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC WOMEN'S 
GROUP MEETS IN GENEVA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group held its second meeting 
at Cartigny near here December 8-12. 


This group, which was appointed jointly in October 1968 by the World Council 
of Churches and the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity of the Roman 
Catholic Church in consultation with the Laity Council, consists of 10 members 
plus four ex-officio members. Present as observers were: Mrs. Beatriz Melano 
de Couch of Union Theological Seminary, Buenos Aires, and Mrs. Rathie Selvara- 
tnam of Colombo, Ceylon, chairman of Asian Church Women's Conference. 


As a background for its discussion on woman's role in the Church and the world, 
the group heard World Council staff members speak on various aspects of the 
ecumenical movement. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary, was among 
the special guests. 


The group discussed at length priorities in the area of women's special contribu- 
tions to the churches and society. Specific projects chosen for study and 
exploration were: 


- case studies of experiences of ecumenical encounter, gathered 
from various areas of the world, accompanied by questions for 
discussion; 


- a survey to determine the effect of mass media on the image of women; 


- the building up of documentation and bibliography on women's role 
in church renewal; 


- contributions from various people relevant to Christian thinking on 
relations between men and women - within the overall WCC study on 
"Conscientious Living in a World of Change"; 


- ecumenical experiences in transmission of the Christian message in 
a secular age; 


- promotion of responsible participation of Christian women in develop- 
ment, both in the developed and developing countries. 


Next meeting of the Women's Ecumenical Liaison Group will be held October 25- 
29, 1970. 
EPS 


WCC CALLED TO WIDEN 
MINORITY REPRESENTATION 


New York, (EPS) -- If the World Council of Churches is to be relevant in the 
1970s, it must find a whole new style of life more open to the cultural con- 
tributions of youth, women, non-whites and others not now properly represented 
in its organization. 


This was the advice given by Miss Jean Fairfax, director of the Division of 
Legal Information and Community Service of the NAACP Legal Defence and Educa- 
tion Fund, when she addressed the annual meeting of the Friends of the WCC 

on December 9. Miss Fairfax, who is black, is one of only seven women on the 
120-member World Council policy-making Central Committee. 


(more) 
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The World Council has been so dominated by the viewpoint of the white, middle- 
aged, Western clergyman that it has been all but impossible for it to communi- 
cate effectively with alienated minorities, she said. Cited specifically were 
its parliamentary procedures, the way it conceives of worship, and even the 
way it organizes its ceremonial processions. 


The present leadership of the Council, when confronted by the "take-over" 
generation of minority groups, must become the "move-over" generation so that 
"something new can happen in the ecumenical movement", she said. 


Dr. Eugene L. Smith, executive secretary of the World Council's New York office, 
reported that "in the last 16 months the World Council had moved on more fronts, 
taken more risks, received more attacks, accepted a more diverse group of 
churches into membership, broken with more of its own traditions than in any 
similar period. 


"In a time of financial crisis the World Council gives away 20% of its reserves 
to be distributed by organizations of oppressed racial groups", he told the 
meeting. ''Several church bodies urge others to give, but the World Council is 
the only group to lay its own funds on the line", he stated. 


EPS 
BOSSEY SUMMER COURSE ON 
WORSHIP IN A SECULAR AGE 
Bossey, near Geneva, (EPS) -- The contribution that the churches can make to 


the understanding of penal theory and practice is the subject for discussion 
at a consultation which will take place in Bossey, near Geneva from June 18-25, 
at the invitation of the Ecumenical Institute here. 


The discussion of modern penal policy, in which the principal participants 

will be psychologists, criminologists, prison chaplains and probation officers, 
is one of the manifold meetings and courses for theologians and non-theologians 
the Institute is conducting, often in association with other divisions of the 
World Council of Churches interested in political, economic, social and 
ethical questions. 


The annual summer course for pastors, priests and missionaries will have the 
overall title of "Worship in a Secular Age". A few weeks later there will 
follow a course for laymen on "Daily Decisions and Attitudes: A Test for 
the Christian Life". A later course for theological students will be on 
"Futurology as a Challenge to the Churches”. 


From July 19-24 there will be a Conference on "Law and Social Change", at which 
the main participants are expected to be international lawyers, politicians, 
social scientists and moral theologians. Using as its point of departure the 
question of the ways in which Law, often static and conserving, can be a force 
for radical social change, the conference will discuss a wide range of socio- 
political and economic issues. 


"Man As a Physical Being" is the subject of a further consultation for spe- 
cialists in animal neuro-physiology and theology from different continents 

and convictions. This consultation continues the series of interdisciplinary 
meetings started in Bossey several years ago. A group of conference participants 
will stay on to draft a document on sports in a Christian perspective, which will 
be one of the preparatory documents for the international congress on "Sport 

and the Church", to be held in Munich in 1972.56 
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MISSION AND DEVELOPMENT CLOSELY 
RELATED, COMMITTEE CONTENDS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Churches and mission agencies wishing to explore questions 

of economic justice for the developing nations were offered guidance by the 
Enlarged Divisional Committee on World Mission and Evangelism, which concluded 
its meeting here December 16. 


A document entitled "Some Comments on Mission and Development" drafted by 

60 participants from six continents, said: "Development is not only a matter 
of economics and technology, but also of attitudes and relationships between 
groups of people within a nation and between nations. True development is the 
battle for the wholeness of Man both individual and corporate". 


Recognizing the dynamics of development, the group said: "Development involves 
power. Whether it be the struggle for nationhood, for self-identity, or for 
the creation and development of groups and resources, power is involved.... 
What is the nature of power? Who has it? The Christian's primary task in 

the area of development is to identify where in the human struggle God is at 
work, and to become a participant. 


"The call to development", the group said, “is in the challenge of the gospel 
of the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. God's purpose for mankind is 
that his justice shall be manifest among men in peace, mutual well-being, and 
self-giving love. It is his will that man should come to his full maturity 
in the Man for others, Christ...." 


Turning to mission agencies specifically, the statement said: ''Mission agencies 
who justify their existence on the basis of the mandate to proclaim the gospel 
to all men cannot afford to be blind to the effects that the irresponsible use 
of their nation's capital and power is having upon the destinies of the very 
people to whom they go with the gospel of freedom." 


"Traditional programmes of education, medical work, and social services may or 
may not promote development. Much depends upon the particular relationships 
that have been established as well as the goals pursued. Without a strong in- 
digenous church that is free to make decisions and priorities in consultation 
with other movements, the role of the mission and service agencies in develop- 
ment may be only a cover for a new form of colonialism. 


"Beyond this, mission and service agencies must ask themselves whether develop- 

ment is not ultimately being frustrated by the captivity of the churches they 

represent to institutions and policies that are covertly racist or exploitative. 
EPS 


YMCA ESTABLISHED IN SPAIN 


Madrid, (EPS) -- The Spanish government has approved the constitution of the 
new YMCA in Spain. Some 90 persons, both Roman Catholics and Protestants, 
attended the founding meeting in mid-October which adopted statutes and’ by-laws. 


Chairman of the governing committee is Enrique Miret Magdalena, a leading 
Catholic layman; general secretary is José Galeote,a Spanish national with 
a brilliant record of YMCA work in Brazil. 

EPS 
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Special Report 


ENLARGED DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE ON WORLD MISSION AND EVANGELISM 


Geneva, December 1969 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Division of World Mission and Evangelism is officially 
charged by the World Council of Churches to promote mission and evangelism. 

The Enlarged Divisional Committee, which completed a nine-day session here 
December 16,made it very clear that mission and evangelism are a responsibility 
of all churches everywhere. Churches now exist in almost every nation and 
strategies must be decided in each place. Yet all decisions need to be taken 
in the context of inter-relatedness. This is one aspect of mission in six 
continents. 


The Enlarged Committee sought to grapple with some of the concepts that are 
part of the mission enterprise, such as salvation, conversion, evangelism, 
dialogue, development, the role and function of a mission agency, to see 
what they mean in today's pluralist secular world, and to non-Christians 
among whom Christians live. 


While the Enlarged Committee recognized with the Central Committee 

that "the call to conversion remains central to the mission, enabling us to 
participate joyfully in God's purpose as he revealed it in Jesus Christ", 

it went on to say that in evangelism it is necessary to find ways of pointing 
to Jesus Christ suited to the post or pre-literary age: images and acts, 
songs and jokes, stories and prayers with the sick. 


But mission is more than evangelism, so the 60 persons from six continents 
attending the Enlarged Committee were asked to advise the DWME on such topical 
issues as racism, development, medical work, theological education, Christian 
literature and dialogue with men of living faiths. 


Recognizing that DWME is not primarily a funding agency, the participants sought 
to delineate some of the needs in each area and then offer suggestions as to 
how DWME staff might give leadership to the churches, mission agencies and 
national Christian councils that make up the Division's constituency. 


The role of the Division was seen in a variety of ways. It should provide a 
forum where its constituency from all parts of the world can meet to thrash out 
issues. It should also perform the role of a broker bringing together churches 
in one part of the world with churches and mission agencies in other areas, and 
placing their bi-lateral relationships in an ecumenical perspective. It was 
also felt that DWME should take more initiative whenever the situation is ripe 
in helping to stimulate new patterns of co-operation in mission, and helping 

to find structures by which this can be done. Thus action was taken asking 
DWME "to establish patterns by which there can be a fruitful two-way traffic 

so that the insights and contributions of each area can find expression in others", 
An example given was North Americans and Latin Americans together planning for 
mission in the Western Hemisphere in light of the inter-relationship of the 


two continents. 
(more) 
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The committee urged maintaining the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
envisaged as a consultative rather than an executive body with its administra- 
tive needs being taken care of by the Division. The next meeting of the 
Commission was tentatively scheduled for late 1972 hopefully in Asia, where 
the results of numerous studies on "Salvation Today" will form the basis for 
discussion. 


On race, the committee approved the decision made by the DWME executive 
committee at Canterbury last August to give reserve funds for the WCC Pro- 
gramme to Combat Racism (EPS No. 31) and urged affiliated councils to respond 
to the Division's Programme Askings for support of a racism secretariat within 
the World Council. It also gave guidance to staff and constituency on educa- 
tion and interpretation, personnel and development projects, but declined to 
announce specifics until something had been accomplished in these areas. 


The first phase of the mandate of the Christian Medical Commission was pro- 
longed for a year (June 1971-72) to continue its programme of finding ways 
in which the Church can best express its healing ministry; $165,000 willbe 
sought for this period. Eventually it is anticipated CMC will provide "seed 
money" for various catalytic programmes. An exploratory committee was voted 
to consider the possibility of full Roman Catholic participation in the CMC. 
Four members will be named by DWME and the Division of Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service, and an equal number will be designated by the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


The Theological Education Fund was given a third mandate extending to July 
1977, and DWME will seek up to $3,300,000 for the five-year period 1972-77. 
TEF is to help reform theological education by giving temporary assistance 
and advisory services to institutions in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Oceania 
and the Caribbean. Emphasis was placed on relevance and indigenous theo- 
logical reflection and expression, on experiments with curriculum and teaching 
methods as well as structure and administration of seminaries. While emphasis 
was placed on Asia, Africa, Latin America, Oceania and the Caribbean, it was 
recognized that it might be concerned with other areas, as for example, black 
theological education in the USA in a situation where the assumptions have been 
derived from the white community. 


The Christian Literature Fund will be succeeded by an Agency for Christian 
Literature Development when the present mandate expires in mid-1970. It will 
be a strategy group surveying literature needs of the churches and planning 
on a world-wide scale for the development of professional publishing 

(see pp. 11-13). 


To further Christian dialogue with men of living faiths, several consultations 
were approved: Ajaltoun near Beirut in March 1970, a follow-up gathering 

in Geneva May 20-22 to reflect on the content and practice of mission in a 
religiously pluralistic world, a meeting of Christian Study Centre directors 
in 1971. TEF was asked to encourage scholars at theological institutions to 
do advanced study on living faiths. 


Two new research pamphlets were commended: Can Churches Be Compared? 
(Reflection on 15 Study Projects) and New Approaches to Men of Other Faiths. 


The study on institutions approved at Canterbury was officially named "The 
Role of Christians within Changing Institutions (Studies on Humanization and 


Mission). 
(more) 
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A new statement of functions for the Committee on the Church and the Jewish 
People was approved. It will be up to the WCC Structure Committee to pro- 

pose where the committee shall be lodged. Among the functions are the follow- 
ing: to assist churches, mission agencies and councils to consult with one 
another and clarify their understanding of the nature and content of their 
witness to Jesus Christ in relation to the Jewish people; to foster reconcilia- 
tion between Christians and Jews and to further co-operation with them in the 
prevention of any form of racial or religious discrimination, and in the pro- 
motion of social justice and peace; to urge the churches to study the theo- 
logical implications of the continued existence of the Jewish people. 


A distinctive feature of the Enlarged Committee meeting was its daily focus 

on some aspect of "Salvation Today". One morning it was a dialogue on salva- 
tion vs. solutions in both biblical and contemporary situations; another day 
it was different linguistic meanings of the word. Very provocative was a 
Latin American presentation on salvation and liberation of the underprivileged; 
and a Hindu, a Moslem and a Buddhist giving their reactions to key religious 
symbols. 


The group felt a tension between individual salvation and its society-trans- 
forming aspect. Some termed it freedom from something, others said freedom for. 


"Salvation flies in the face of today's individualism", concluded one 
participant. "You are not made whole alone but only in fellowship with others, 
and that fellowship is world-wide." 

EPS 
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Feature 


ECUMENICAL PIONEERING IN LITERATURE DEVELOPMENT 


by Frances S. Smith 
WCC Staff Writer 


Between 1965 and 1969 the Christian Literature Fund (CLF) received almost 
$2.2 million. Before its mandate expires next year, it confidently expects 
to achieve 80.6% of its $3 million goal. 


More important, this pioneering "sponsored agency" of the World Council of 
Churches has proved that ecumenical co-operation really works. 


Those literature agencies that entered into a joint project to produce 
Christian literature in the Third World have not only had the satisfaction 

of knowing more people were reading about the Christian faith than ever before. 
They also found their own resources increased in a way they never anticipated, 
thanks to the work of CLF. People became literature conscious! 


Now the CLF is at the crossroads, with only six months before its mandate 
expires on June 30, 1970. Started at the request of the supporting literature 
agencies to do those things they could not do separately, CLF not only gave 
money to worthy projects in Asia and Oceania, Africa and Latin America. Its 
main purpose was to help those regions and the countries within them to work 
out a strategy for literature development. 


In his constant travels literally around the world Charles Richards, CLF's 
energetic director, explained and demonstrated in consultations and seminars 
with church literature secretaries that Christian literature production is 
more than finding a clever writer willing to work for the church. It is even 
' more than setting up a publishing house. 


Distribution is the key, he said. Unless you have booksellers willing to push 
Christian books, you cannot honestly promise the clever writer that his services 
will be adequately compensated. It's as simple - or complex - as that. 


CLF can now point with pride to the new bookshop in Madras, the wholesale 
distribution centre in Tokyo, the AIM press in Kenya and the writers’ work- 
shops held regularly in Latin America. Its balance sheet shows $417,500 spent 
on various literature schemes in Africa, $415,900 in India, $451,859 for the 
rest of Asia, $277,300 in Latin America, with smaller sums in the Middle East 


and Oceania. 


It made 16 grants in the $30,000 - $60,000 bracket; 25 grants of $10,000 - 
$20,000; 20 in the $5,000 - $10,000 category; and 21 below $5,000. 


But perhaps even more important are the ideas it has been able to put across. 


1. A world-based committee giving out funds has to think strategically 
about what is necessary for the world, not simply whether money is avail- 
able for a certain project. Also the experience of one area can be applied 
to literature production in another region so that all don't have to make 


(more) 
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the same mistakes. Thirdly a world agency is able to find money for 
areas too isolated geographically or ecclesiastically to have received 
aid in the past. 


2. Local planning is seen as part of a regional strategy for long- 
term development. CLF has worked to strengthen regional boards and to 
draw together independent groups working in isolation. Through personal 
contact Charles Richards has been able to help local groups ask whether 
a particular project furthers the Church's witness to Christ, whether 

it takes account of the total process from writing to reading, whether 
it is built on sound business principles. 


3. By recognizing publishing as an industry that can achieve measurable 
results, CLF has made it possible for people to be trained for the profes- 
sion of publisher. 


4, The existence of uncommitted funds has eliminated the long delay in 
getting money for worthwhile projects. Also CLF, by sharing all applica- 
tions for grants with all the potential givers, has discouraged the 
practice of shopping around for financial support. The supporting litera- 
ture agencies hold an annual consultation where information is shared on 
applications for grants, and for a particularly large undertaking, parallel 
grants from two or more agencies may be agreed upon. 


Now a new type of co-ordinated literature support is envisaged to succeed CLF. 


A Review Committee, appointed in 1967 to see whether CLF had fulfilled its 
mandate, reported last week to the Enlarged Divisional Committee of World 
Mission and Evangelism (DWME) meeting in Geneva. 


The review group said it found that CLF had successfully encouraged develop- 
ment planning in the field of Christian literature, had devoted more than 

the required 25% of its funds to training people in publishing, printing, 
distribution, organization and writing. It had also helped Third World people 
to re-think what they were doing. 


Responsible leaders in the receiving countries had told the committee they 
want some type of world-level work to continue. The group also became per- 
suaded that the northern countries, as they become richer, will require 
multilateral procedures for sharing. They also need strategic thinking and 
research as to the place of literature, since TV and related media are causing 
a revolution even greater than the introduction of printing. 


On the basis of recommendations from the Review Committee, the Enlarged 
Divisional Committee last week took the following action: 


- the Christian Literature Fund was replaced by the Agency for 
Christian Literature Development (CLD); 


- it will continue to stress the development of professional publish- 
ing through planning at local, regional and global levels; 


- funds raised by the DWME from the literature agencies and other 
sources around the world will be put at its disposal to encourage 
the development of viable publishing concerns in Africa, Asia, 
Latin America, the Caribbean and the Middle East; 

(more) 
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- a Christian Literature Development Committee of 25 persons, at 
least 10 from churches throughout the world, will "review the 
strategy of literature within the churches’ task of Christian 
communication" and decide on the ways in which the available 
funds are to be used; 


- a Joint Working Committee of 22, 18 of whom represent literature 
agencies (both supporting and operating agencies), will make 
financial grants in accordance with the directives from the 
Development Committee. Also the JWC will examine the plans of 
the co-operating literature agencies to co-ordinate what is done 
in the whole field of Christian literature production and 
distribution. 


- CLD will co-operate with the World Association for Christian Com- 
munication in promoting multi-media thinking and planning. 


The Joint Working Committee is totally new. It recognizes that the co-operating 
literature agencies in the developed world spend about $1 million annually on 
various projects. At present they are not going to give more than a small per- 
centage of these funds to an ecumenical agency: for one thing, much existing 
work must be continued. 


After their experience with the Christian Literature Fund, however, they are 
ready to take a further step and submit their own plans to the scrutiny of 
others who have set a global strategy. 


Some think the new plan gives too much power to the givers as represented in 
the Joint Working Committee. Those who see the new system as having tremendous 
possibilities for forging a world-wide literature strategy plead for a degree 
of trust. They believe there is openness to new ways of working that move 
from donations for literature projects to partnership in development. 


Admittedly the machinery appears complicated. But if it can harness the 
tremendous potential of churches and mission agencies in the universal Church 
on behalf of joint action for mission through literature, it will be well 
worth the effort that has gone into producing a new mandate for Christian 


literature development. 
EPS 
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Special Article 


INTERVIEW WITH DR. EUGENE CARSON BLAKE, 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 
ON WCC AID TO NIGERIA/BIAFRA 


Question: The Nigeria/Biafra resolution of the Divisional Committee of the 
Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service on the conflict between 
Nigeria and the former Eastern Region commonly called Biafra, has created some 
confusion in the minds of people. It seems from reactions in the press that 

a conflict exists between the World Council of Churches and Joint Church Aid. 
Is this correct? 


Blake: I hope not. Participants from the agencies supporting Joint Church Aid 
were present in the difficult discussion on the Nigeria/Biafra tragedy and 
played a very constructive part in it. Unfortunately the statement of Joint 
Church Aid in Oslo does not mention this and so may have given the impression 
that a conflict exists between the World Council and Joint Church Aid. My con- 
viction is that our long-term aims are the same, namely to do all within our 
power to bring about peace and to help reduce loss of life and suffering while 
the conflict continues. It must be borne in mind, however, that it is extremely 
difficult to combine long-term planning and necessary short-term action. It 

is even more difficult to keep to common action within the Christian community 
which includes people of varying political convictions, different commitments, 
and even conflicting views on what should be done now. 


Question: Could you outline briefly the policy of the World Council of 
Churches in this matter? Has its strategy changed during the last weeks? 


Blake: I think our position has been consistent and includes the following 
main points: 


a. In this, as in other similar conflicts, the World Council exists to enable 
all its member churches to act together. That means that all parties must be 
heard and all their arguments brought to bear on whatever action is taken. 

Our African constituency in and outside Nigeria/Biafra is clearly divided on 
the war. Our actions should therefore be combined with an ongoing discussion 
in which the different groups can question, enlighten and correct each other. 
Since this is primarily an African conflict African voices must be heard with 
the greatest care. 


b. Our main emphasis lies on the efforts to reach negotiations and through 
them eventually peace. Our Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
and our Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service are constantly 
in touch with church leaders, governments in Africa and other parts of the 
world to find ways to get "from the battlefield to the conference table". We 
all agree that this tragedy is first of all a political problem and that 
nothing short of a political settlement can bring an end to the suffering of 
the people involved. Our humanitarian efforts do not suffice to overcome the 
conflict. 


c. These efforts to relieve the suffering have no political intention, but 
they have political side effects. It is not good enough for the World Council 


(more) 
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or any other agency to ignore the political responsibility they bear because 
of their humanitarian involvement. We therefore need continuously to face 
the issue whether the way in which we organize our aid is in keeping with our 
main emphasis on peace-making. 


d. Having said all this, the World Council is committed to continuous help 

to all people who suffer. Neither the complications of such help nor criticisms 
from whatever source will make us give up this concern. Even when peace is 
attained in Nigeria continued help will be needed for a long time. When public 
interest, which is unavoidably capricious, has turned to other issues the 
churches will still have to continue their attempts to aid reconstruction and 
rehabilitation of all the peoples in Nigeria/Biafra. For the moment aid has 

to continue. That is not questioned. But we feel that the time has come to 
consider the possibilities of handing over the relief flights to those govern- 
ments which have indicated their willingness to become more actively involved. 


Question: It has been said that the DICARWS resolution alleges that aid given 
might continue the war. Why? 


Blake: The resolution simply states that one of the side effects of the 
present relief operation is to expose the churches to the charge of prolonging 
the war. This charge has been made not only by the Nigerians but by a great 
number of responsible people in Africa, Europe and North America. Though we 
should not just accept this accusation as an undeniable fact, I believe we must 
consider it seriously. Our DICARWS statement does not mention the accusation 
as a reason to discontinue aid but to reconsider the methods of supplying relief. 
We believe that there are various viable and equally effective means to come to 
the aid of starving people, such as the use of land corridors and daylight 
flights, which can less easily come under the suspicion of being used as a cover 
for the traffic of military supplies. Some government leaders, notably in 
Canada, believe that an agreement about daylight flights (to which a number of 
governments have indicated their willingness to contribute substantially) cannot 
be obtained from Biafra as long as the night flights are continued indefinitely. 
Since government help has become essential to the continuation of relief 
supplies, their arguments must be honestly taken into account. 


Question: Is the World Council of Churches not trying to withhold relief to 
force negotiations on the Biafrans? 


Blake: Definitely not! All the World Council is doing is to plead for a 
responsible and creative use of the possibilities for relief. It has become 
clear that the present type of relief supplies represent a political factor, 

in spite of the intention of the relief agencies. It is not good enough to 
deny that, nor is it permissible to misuse this political factor. We must keep 
on trying to find ways in which the churches can responsibly use all their 
means to contribute to a speedy solution. That asks for a very careful study 
of all elements involved. 


Question: Why did the World Council request the Biafra Council of Churches to 
cease using its name for the Biafra relief operation? 


Blake: This request has been made several times. The formal situation is that 
the World Council of Churches as such is not carrying out the Biafra relief 
operation in its present form, although it has contributed financially to it. 
But this is not only a formal question. The World Council must not accept more 
credit for its work than it merits, especially if mediation is the first aim 
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of all our efforts. The World Council has refused to take political sides; 
its whole policy is built on that decision. We lose our credibility if that 
position is not respected. On this point the WCC and Joint Church Aid agree. 


Question: The Oslo statement of Joint Church Aid says that the World Council 
should not blame the agencies supporting Joint Church Aid for the continuation 
of the war but the nations which supply arms. Do you disagree? 


Blake: No. The WCC Uppsala Assembly in 1968 condemned the supply of arms to 
the parties in the conflict. We continue to deplore wholeheartedly the con- 
tinuation of arms supplies to both parties. I repeat that we did not blame 

any agency for supporting relief actions, but we requested serious study of the 
questions whether, in view of the political side effects, the present method of 
giving aid is the best way of helping all concerned, and whether there are 
viable alternatives that would care for human suffering equally efficiently. 


Question: Is there any hope for a settlement of the conflict in your opinion? 


Blake: Yes, I think there is a good hope that the various new initiatives in 
Africa will bring us closer toward a solution. I mention the delegation sent 
by the All Africa Conference of Churches to both sides, the new move made by 
Emperor Haile Selassie, and the growing number of governments searching for 
ways to come to negotiations. I note that both parties to the conflict are 
searching honestly and more actively than before to come to terms with the need 
for direct conversations. We will do all we can to help negotiations become 
a reality. 

EPS 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Some 20,000 Dutch children sent drawings depicting war, peace and a new world 

in response to a request from the Christian radio-TV commission IKOR. A film 
made for "Week for Peace" reproduced the best entries. (610) Cardboard flower 
was given each child submitting a drawing. (611) Entries reflected a fascinating 
variety of views on violence, peace and hope. Explanations with the pictures 
were also interesting: (612) When it's peace everyone is happy and tanks become 
things to enjoy. (613) In the new world I'd like every day to be my birthday. 
(614) You won't have to put a clean dress on because you won't get dirty. 

(615) When peace comes, God goes off on holiday on his boat. 


WCC's Divisional Committee on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
recently approved an appeal for $2 million in 1970-71 for Palestine refugees 
(EPS No. 42). Photos from UN Relief and Works Agency show: (616) Tents pitched 
in Amman, Jordan give little protection from winter cold. (617) Contributions 
of church people in many lands bought prefabricated shelters at Marka Emergency 
Camp, East Jordan. (618) Churches have tried to help refugees maintain human 
dignity. (619) May Audat, graduate of UNRWA Training Centre at Ramallah, teaches 
in Amman nursery. (620) Tented schools serve 900 children in emergency camps 
near Amman, Jerash and Irbid. (621) Refugee helps her sister at supplementary 
feeding centre outside Damascus. (622) Young man trained at vocational centre 
near Jerusalem, Jordan works on East Ghor irrigation project. (623) For second 
time in her life, this Arab refugee lost her home. (624) Children suffer educa- 
tional disabilities in all new emergency camps. ppc 


(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, 150 route de Ferney, 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-; S.Fr./DM 5.each) 
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NCC, Episcopalians vote large sums for black projects ....... 
New U.S. office to aid scholarship students from overseas ...... 
Two U.S. Presbyterian churches start union talks again ....... 
Local, state councils aided on Roman Catholic membership ..... 


News Feature: 'Jewish-Christian Dialogue Frank and to the Point", by 


Faith Pomponio e . e J s e o e J e ° es e e ’ J e ° e ° ° J e e e e 
Joint action in mission works fie two U.S. denomimations .. . « 4s. 
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U.S.A. (continued) 
Tri-state federation would include Roman Catholics ....... 
Methodist minister and wife found stabbed in Chicago ....... 
Consultation of US/USSR churchmen presses for arms control talks . 
Tribute paid to Harry Emerson Fosdick ..... porate 
Broad U.S. support for Vietnam moratorium shows at pEy for peace . 
Massachusetts churches seek $1 million for black people ..... 
Clergy/laity split, renewal rhetoric held cause for alarm .. 
Black Manifesto rejected by LCA executive council ...... 
Profile: "Agent for Social Change", by Faith Pomponio.... 
Race programme receives first gift of $100,000 .......4..2.-. 
Blake at moratorium urges nations to reject war, military might . 
Committee on environment set up by U.S. national council... . 
"Jonathan's Wake" promises confrontation at NCC assembly ..... 
U.S. refugee conference hears numbers growing .......+.e.e +. 
Shift in migrant ministry emphasis sought in.U.S. ....... 
Protestant bishop challenges opposition to birth control .... . 
United Presbyterians slash budgets as giving drops ........ 
NCC/USA elects woman president at stormy assembly ...... 


Japanese churchmen oppose Sato-Nixon communiqué .......e«.-«. 
ULS.S.R. 

Russian Orthodox church sponsors peace conference - JOGA, Mp Ime 
. Zagorsk conference examines international situation ....... 

German Lutheran preaches in Russian Orthodox church ....... 


Two Orthodox.arrested in USSR ...... OL. vy BtOIJSocnympo; 
Consultation of US/USSR churchmen presses fot arms control talks . 


20,000 Armenians attend blessing of the Holy Chrism at Etchmiadzin . 


Dissident Baptists warned by Soviet official ........... 
WCC asked to press for release of Russians ........446-. 
Theology by mail permitted in Latvia .......... 

Russian journal hits WCC's "imperialistic activity" ....... 
Tolerant attitude to religion hit by Communist paper ...... 


VIETNAM 
WCC asked to lift Nigeria/Biafra appeal ceiling to $5 million 
Me. Wo, CAD LG POS RO Be ee i i Ae alae 
Vietnam consultation urges churches push for peace ........ 
World Council leader pleads for peace in Vietnam ......... 
Broad U.S. support for Vietnam moratorium shows desire for peace . 
Blake at moratorium urges nations to reject war, military might 


Feature Article: "Buddhists in Vietnam Want Social Revolution ‘With 


Human Face’, an interview with Miss Cao Ngoc Phuong ...... 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Serbian prelate diesel. acti ‘ eles “ aL ae 
Change in priests" benefits irged iy Yieostad Gr ehedos eye hae &F e 


DICARWS sends first gift of $10,000 for relief in Yugoslav earthquake 


DICARWS asks $200,000 to aid Yugoslav earthquake victims ... 
Firsto.response sto dWCC:eiYugosbaviappeali lsmemberebig 26. see eke 
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Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 


Urban mission. course conc limeds a ReOUs 2 tea ke nt cl bh ele skies le eke alee 
EACC schedules consultation with conservative evangelicals ........ .26 
Vatican sending observers, co AACC S@CONd ASSEMDLY ele be eka 6) ek eee 
Youth ‘neéds’,  porential ecresecd 10 FAC. quarterly pee ca su ch pi cil sienby seule eee 
WCCE quadrennial” assembly sen FOL Peru 106 L978 ne oie wine lei ie ie nee 
Communication .breakdown plagues Che: churches... .» + +. «) siwesuis ee ested « seal 
South African groups to study Christianity in apartheid society ..... .32 
NCO; "Epréeeopalians vote. laree sums Tor DIack Projects. —\s:sats sus uke bs, motels woe 
Nigeria Christian council asks key role for national Red Cross ...... .32 
Spécial *Reportt ! “Abidjan” 169": Setond *AACC’ Assemblyy 22 3 5 8 30 3 See aoe 
Kyodan to reconsider Expo '70 bensen ca. Oe 0 Pe et oy ir a ey ee et ate ee oe, 
Record AACC budget approved ...... re pel ait Deer eer Ge my ast Dia ag eet ZEN Mae ete oe ee 
World YMCA gives youth key committee nbebd Phin died ik Beak hak Bcd ‘dah dot Peak sol pug ee PO I A 
New U.S. office to aid scholarship students from overseas ........ 233 
Women's "Least Coin" fund to aid 57 projects... Cee Se Se gee eee a ae 
European Christian educators approve $2 million fund a2) h 2 84 8 ee, ee ee 
"Fellowship" with all German Christians affirmed by East German synod .. .33 
Ground "broken for WSCF*héadquarters’ te Pee ee tee’ Bie eee ¢ os ee 
Reformed minority churches meet in Vienna ..... et ff hod ot Maree 
Local, state councils aided on Roman Catholic tiénbeden th S dia 4¢ ¢ 4 #8, Ose 
EKD statement on East German federation . 1.0.0 2. 00% eoeiec eee ee wee 234 
New Christian council for France ‘proposéderzstni soutamus:osfexeiaos gavognd35 
New WSCF .staff member ys dosniio.xebetleat se lekeicul-eedssetg sezodiual -nemss035 
Christian communicators vote joint project with Catholics ....... . .36 
Poverty, Roman Catholic relations head Canadian council's docket... .. .37 
South African |Baptists withdraw from. chur ch. cotmebldr boa dia. ace Semel. 000,0839 
Irish churches out of touch, says ecumenical secretary... .... 4... 239 
New staff named by World/.YMCA ....ecciaend Jol seewl bens rol. asoad.o2% bodes JOSS 
Larger ecumenical youth secretariat for Middle East is sought ...... .39 
Prof. Hromadka resigns presidency of Christian Peace Conference .... . .40 
Special Report: "13th General Assembly of French Protestant Federation", 

by ClagdeGperteargueti rs aod tes ae bls) Sip so :)a mig Le cuMliae 5 edenibe Weece Came! iwi ee 
Committee on environment set up by U.S. national council ......... .40 
African: chitrchdetesariun, co Nivetia/Blaird =. <4 %e «.exe pan tae aaees ne 
"Jonathan's Wake" promises confrontation at NCC assembly ......... .41 
Carladi dn “counct| “posed “as answer “CO Church 160lation « «ss = u.e) <i s oe 
NCC/USA elects woman ‘president at stormy assembly, . 4 ‘1s 6 ss s a pile) bee 
Luther ans, JOM iran tee ee sure Be Oe EE ot OB le I ee ee 
AACC mission to Nigeria/Biafra ple oid “USCLUL, .CUCOULSEING 9 4 + ve 08 (se) nee 
WSCF changes, N6AGUUAECEL SEDANS 10 cs «see wm, tune cb ae sah, Ro on oe Rae ee ee 


Ecumenical Patriarchate 


New! Orthodoxbishops ‘foriwWesternihdrGpewGie ys tite cue tate peak Ee mh eee 
Patriarch;reiterates plealonsbaster) 9% bow, fiec’, Jen cee Mebath. Cae ee 13g 
Cardinal Willebrands quieetssraretanch Athenagoras., . « mdi nelee cabo e wieel baw 


Roman Catholic Church 


SQDEPAX | TEVLEwWs {Ai enitl Cant Proarcos «weiss Visi iede 6 a 0n) a tee ae tie eee eee 
Protestant observer comments on European bishops conference ....... 26 
Vatican sending observers ‘Co AACOU’ second ‘assembly 9... «ie leet wee wee 6 wae 
Reformed/Remen’ Catholic, Carks aporeyed  .aewe segs sa dic wes 6 dele Weim th mene 
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Roman Catholic Church (continued) 


Vatican official says new mass for unity being prepared .. 
Catholic order appeals for ecumenical baptism ....... 
Joint study of common witness, proselytism completed .... 


Special Report: "Poland Four Years After the Vatican L255 ean 


Tatiana Athanasiadisearsarura t9dmam. satjal .e2sua 


Special Article: "The World Calls Man to Prayer", by Dr. Ray Neehall 


WCC and Roman Catholic membership: joint committee named . 


World Confessional Bodies 


- Rumanian church praised for transition efforts ..... 


Lutheran federation urged to put women in decision-making posts 


Missouri Synod vetos membership in the LWF........ 
LWF starts medical service to Nigerian Rivers State ... 
Reformed/Roman Catholic talks approved ........ 
Baptist World Alliance executive dies ........ 

Steps towards unity urged in LWF preparatory paper . . 

World Methodists appoint Geneva secretary ..... . 
Message to WARC/ICC. churches stresses need for change . . 
Brazilian church unwilling to move LWF assembly ...... 
Mi“-O% Porto Alegre delegates under 25 wea+«cecntias A 21+ t0 
Faith and Order to assess value of bi-lateral talks ... 


World Council of Churches 


Atomic weapons help peace effort... .. eSQOREe  JAgh lasts 
World Council's policy committee to meet in Canterbury... 
» WCC general secretary to meet German leaders... ..... 

SODEPAX reviews significant progress... 6... woboe wee 

Church. leader to comment on moon landing»... .... 4... 

Charles Lutz elected to World Council post. ........ 

Deve Blake" salutes Apollol £12ehE*y .b>. WIN. cee. s QIS sage lua 
“Missouri Synod Lutherans defer WCC membership ....... 

Diakonia federation urges continuing WCC unit ....... 

Director of World Council's largest division resigns .... 

Dr. Blake denies political intervention in Nigeria... .. 
kArchbishop! calls: for) actiontivitoe shyedint yoqm@h’ sal OW. ag 


by 


*World Council concern for "vertical dimension" stressed by Central 


Committee chairman’ .) Veils Sl2@ts" YOR’ areogos saiteivd) go% 
*New vocabulary for controversial topic ........ 2.68. 
*WCC may lift Nigeria/Biafra appeal to $5,000,000 ...... 
*DWME acts on race, education, literature .......... 
*Strong regional bodies aid urban industrial mission .... 
*Criteria for political action to be studied by CCIA .... 
*New migration study to get under way . 2... wee ee eee 
*Stronger programme to combat racism asked ......... 
*Rhodesia and great powers come under fire ss... .... 
*Seven churches admitted to World Council membership .... 
*Central Committee sends message to Irish council of churches 
*Churches warned of dangers on way to unity ......... 
*Church disagreement on mission surfaces at WCC meeting... 
*New look for World Council assemblies suggested ...... 
*Future of human society may be studied by World Council .. 
*Studies will probe "Christian human job" .......... 
*Miracles in food production don't solve development problem 
*Churches must face facts of life, Beirut lawyer says... . 
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World Council of Churches (continued) 


*Communication breakdown plagues the churches ... 2. ww. 2 ee 
*WCC asked to lift Nigeria/Biafra appeal ceiling to $5 million .... 
*Programme to combat racism set by Central Committee . 2... 2... 
*Cuba and Rhodesia among concerns of World Council .. 2... 2.04. 
*WCC Central Committee issues letter to member churches ... . 2... 04. 
*Christians Aid‘ chiéf, invited towheadoDIGARWShi«) .blicW edt. .ialaintA £ 
*Former United Nations educator among those joining staff... 2... . 
*Next Central Committee meeting to be in Ethiopia ........... 
*Development priorities set, structure decision delayed... 2... 
*Christian dialogue with other faiths, human institutions study voted . 
*Youth: recognized by WeurpollovemakerspaviGn. « 6 + so 6 4 6 6. 6 oom 6 
*WECJCO GCONCINGCHMLO@EORMONGITS » ouecce s. ¢ eo ate 6 gee ed eed 
*WGC! Faces Tinancliabkericie semi ttes POLE. «15 +e ae 0 opt ee OS 
*Chirchand) Society studyvoted <ilp «eg Onis. Frau OVETSEAS, «+ 6 aw, e 
*Concern voiced for countries "inflamed" by national feeling ..... 
*World Council of Churches sends message to Mufti of Jerusalem .... 


*Appendix: Text of Rhodesia Resolution; Middle East Statement; State- 


ment on Cuba-U.S. Relations; Nigeria and the Former Eastern Region 


News Feature: "Netherlands Film Festival Recognizes World Council Artist 


by! Frahcés’ Soy Smith chet. ot Uda Gagnodlsc. memversnip « «ww 6 we 
De Blakeytouspeakjan Cahtesbulby erat iet,, stele oe. elles te ee oe 
Blake challenges Middle East churches to support Happens refugee 

Phage score cca Ue, ee |) an re ons ae ‘ ere he i Me ee 
18th Graduate School session at Bossey to examine Church's future .. 
12, at.WCC cable’ President. Nixons tidus. ocedtivetieuwosied «7 fathientogeaw . 
World Council leader pleads for peace in Vietnam... 1.6.0.6 6 wee. 
Joint study of common witness, proselytism completed). s,s... 2. 45% 
Central Committee's Mideast statement criticized im. o. .8 8 wee ee 
Dr. Blake comments,on Mideast «criticisms f.1ieodt at. deenmemio2 tekbesl. 
WCC's position.on church. schism,outdined ivavod Herold): dhviisusekee. samt 2 
Dr. Blake congratulates (1LO0w ad, Acaes a. Svea ° gargs Set nes: asks 
Special Article: "The World Calls Man to Prayer", by Dr. Roy Neehall 
WCC asked to.press. for.release ofmRusSSiansninigvos goed coljaasbs? wt 
Courage and imagination needed at "SALT'"' - Blake . 2. we. 2 ee wee 
Netherlands church seeks WCC membership 1.9. 2.050. Soe 8 ses Soe ee 
Russian journal hits:WCC!s."imperialistic 'activitylliv se .103 .2lirzo .qode 
Larger ecumenical youth secretariat for Middle East is sought. .... 
CCIA officers voice Christian concern for arms talks . .0.0. 2. sou). 
Faith and Order to assess value of bi-lateral talks .0.0. 3. 2... 
Ecumenical stream flows ever wider, deeper - Blake... .95. 2... ue 
Brash sets new goals for largest WCC division .%. se.us9..398%.08 829% 
Divisional committee to debate mission and development, racism... . 
WCC-transmitted gift aids leprosy work in Africa .0... 2.0.0. soe e eee 
Christmas message of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the 

World Council of Churches to the member churches... 1. .0s0.0s02020% 
Relief consortium asked to reconsider operation to Biafra ...... 
DWME enlarged committee asked to rethink mission .). .o.0.0.0. 8 aoe. 
WCC and Roman Catholic membership: joint committee named ...... 
Newystyle press. service announced fornl970 yaw, w.2tegneh.jo, beairsw.as 
Swedish arms.protest received byW#WCE see Ivesiedt cadetcordemeo Teer Ip. 
WCC called to widen minority representation .9.0. 2000s. eee es 
Bossey summer course on worship in a secular age... swe eo. 
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World Council of Churches (continued) 


Special Report: "Enlarged Divisional Committee on World Mission and 


EVSULCLIOG a se a, 


Special Article: "Interview with Dr. Eugene Carson Blake on WCC Aid to 


Nigeria/Biafra" 


e ° e ° . e 


* denotes Central Committee stories 


CATEGORY II: Substance 


Assemblies and Rallies 


Vatican sending observers to AACC second assembly .. 9. . 
WCCE quadrennial assembly set for Peru in 1971... 2.4. 
New look for World Council: assemblies suggested . .... 
Special Report: "Abidjan »'69": Second AACC Assembly... 
Recerd,AACC .budget ‘approvéds iwitoaustideladioum’'! 2) Q0W. 

Steps towards unity urged in LWF preparatory paper... . 
Brazilian church unwilling to move LWF assembly ...%. 
Nyborg VI assembly may have to be postponed ....... 
15% of Porto Alegre delegates under 25 ....... ot. 
Special Article: "Youth: New Impact at Porto Aleere" oo cae 
Fourth Spanish congress takes pulse of Protestantism. . 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 


Church groups unite ... J Ol Gere luomenr  . ripe 


Anglicans in Pacific may receive Communion in Preteen Beenatic “aes 
Guides for ecumenical action to be drawn for U.S. Orthodox . 


Anglican/Methodist partnership set for Northamptonshire . 


e . e ° e e 


Neil Mellblom . 


Protestant role in Latin America debated at Geneva consultation ... 


Cuban Roman Catholic bishops create ecumenical centre 


! 


Special Report: "Third Latin American Evangelical Conference" ..... 


- Churches warned of dangers on way to unity ........ 
Mexican churches to study church renewal .... a 
Swedish churchman sees hope of Scandinavian council .. . 
Reformed/Roman Catholic talks approved ..... he 

- Communicators urge co-operative efforts in the Pattie . 
Steps towards unity urged in LWF preparatory paper 
Vatican official says new mass for unity being prepared 
"Peace Week'' observed in Dutch churches .. . FORN LY; 
Churches in Australia, U.K. plan development conferences 
Message to WARC/ICC churches stresses need for change . . 
Tri-state federation would include Roman Catholics... . 
Joint action in mission works for two U.S. denominations . 

Joint study of common witness, proselytism completed .. . 


e ° . e ° ° ° 


° e ° ° ° 2 ° 


Ecumenical youth centre proposed by Congo Catholics, Protestants .... 
News Focus: "A Reformed Pope or Christian Ombudsman?", by Walter J. 


Hod Lenweger. + o- ot of ot 0% e% pot ye? code io tern ee by ao Sp ee, en 


Poverty, Roman Catholic relations head Canadian council's docket... . 
Special Article: "The World Calls Man to Prayer", by Dr. Roy Neehall. 


Ecumenical stream flows ever wider, deeper - Blake... 
' Canadian council posed as answer to church isolation... 


e e ° e a ° ° 


Archbishop. Lakovos reports "ecumenical agony" in Latin America. .... 


Cardinal. Willebrands visits Patriarch Athenagoras .... 
WCC and Roman Catholic membership: joint committee named 
WCC/Roman Catholic women's group meets in Geneva ..... 


Feature: "Ecumenical Pioneering. in Literature Development" 


Frances 8.- Smith: .« .+ .-+ . 49278 SMAVAS .2R SFRRQUe Nee 4 
YMCA established in Spain ... « « «+ © © © ee we © wo 


13 


44 


44 


EPS Index/July-December 1969 


Church-State Relations 


Australian churches urge square deal for Aboriginals ...... 
Priests reported tortured in BRaph Gs dil donee. Oe RS ole dion etic 
Polish churches celebrate nation's Bitiras JUPALSe mers i> ye Garey 

Stress poverty, not defence, Quakers tell president ....... 
WCC general secretary to meet German leaderS « 2 6 se 6 6 © « + 
Hungarian churcheg saiduprogrees bess 22s 8 eStlpenammarys® otk o* oo ae 8 
U.S. churchmen ask bigger contribution to UNRWA ......... 
Churches press for Nigeria/Biafra truce... . Pe Uk ee eras tae 
Special Article: "The New Moralists",by Clandewed Manquet + eeuese 
Christian schools in Pakistan face nationalization ....... 
Indian court says Church can operate schools ...... 2... 

New opportunities granted missionaries in Nepal... ...... 
Canada to appoint Vatican ambassador over objections ...... 
Swedish disarmament specialist given church affairs post .... 
Russian journal hits WCC's "imperialistic activity" ..9. 2... 

Fourth Spanish congress takes pulse of Protestantism ...... 
YMGA,established ,inpSpain .« .yidemera UWivepem.on,aas hs swau-deaus 


Church Union Negotiations 


Angiveats 10, MECTOULECS. Ves 21 MEO VU ttn uta te Wa iaa ae 


Disappointment voiced at defeat of Anglican-Methodist union scheme 


Plans proceed’for' North Indian union asiugisdA [65 insmod, bas. vy. 
United Presbyterians name delegates to unity talks ....... 
Ceylon's Methodists ask two-stage scheme when union vote fails . 
British suit seeks to set aside Methodist vote for union .... 
Two U.S. Presbyterian churches start union talks again .... 
Vote on British Congregational, Presbyterian union delayed ... 
Plan of Union unveiled for New Zealand churches easing Pape ty 
Common theological statement sought for West German aid ds : 
Anglican canon takes Communion at Methodist church ....... 
New Zealand Congregationalists uniting with Presbyterians .... 
Union of Lutheran churches in River Plate proposed ..... 
Constitution “proposed” for hirried “Congo church 7... %..%. 5 «ss 
Southern Asia Methodists to enter Church of North India... . 


Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 


Rumanian church praised :for .transition, efforts dosed! «i. bowreedo.- 
Special Feature: ''Pentecostalism and the Third World", by Walter 

Hollenweger oo. us, & \epse Sepenmlen, denehy 2 ohie. Demaee rahe. seclouamin. DOT-\ OSA 
New DDR federation stresses common action, co-operation ..... 
Lutheran churches sign union agreement ... . 1. . ©» « ee» 
EACC schedules consultation with conservative evangelicals... 
Swedish Baptists won't evict open membership churches . ..... 
East German..church names,,officens). omicnieh no cael heawsobat A" « 
Missouri Synod Lutherans defer WCC membership ........4-. 
Missouri Synod vetos membership in the LWF ... . ... 2. © ese» 
Salvation; Army, elects.a .Swed@paueer% ott <a debe daderoblwadh’s taf> 
Special Report: "Third Latin American Evangelical Conference" . 
Seven churches admitted to World Council membership ....... 
Methodist Church of Poland holds a@mual meeting... .. 2.2. a. 
WCC's position on church schism, outlinedious.ihteeS of%a bv ebnerdal 
Faith and Order to assess value of bi-lateral talks . .....4 
Greek bishop says primate attempts to oust him . . 1... 2. eas 
Patriarch of Antioch amfrockss thnee:s54i5 oi eeissancht basinouue 
United Presbyterians slash budgets as giving drops ....+... 
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Confessionalism 


- Missouri Synod Lutherans defer WCC membership ........-. 
Missouri Synod vetos membership in the LWF. . .. 1 4 ee eee 
British suit seeks to set aside Methodist vote for union .... 


Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 


German study on conscientious objectors hit sOWE etwas 2 bes 
Christian peace ethic published in,.Germany .......-+e48-s 


Economic Development 


SODEPAX reviews significant progress ... Sortie Sg, Ut amr tarde aa 
Dr. Blake discusses development aid with wede etn de leaders 
Development a major issue in Kirchentag discussion ...... 


Miracles in food production don't solve development problem . 
Development priorities set, structure decision delayed ..... 
Churches in Australia, U.K. plan development conferences. ... 
"Peace Week" observed in Dutch churches... 6 6 eee ee es 
Philippine students consider economic development . aehegy te 
Welsh: primate; appeals, for day,'S; payuwi wh -isiat -osfametaseievinah: 
Swiss churches ask increased aid to Third World ........ 
Bacto Stoty! “Work ‘Candas “ana DeveiOrmene. oo << ate «ce eg 
One day's pay asked by Church of Scotland .... 


WCC development conference set for Geneva in January ..... 
“British churches set 5% goal for development ...... 
Serer pan, Church ditip GEveLupmentL 4 = ua vse sles ea Ok one oe cn 


Projects combatting racism deserve support, German churchmen say 
YWCA board allocates $100,000 for black economic development 
British fund-raising agencies issue trade/aid manifesto .... 
SRUrAT La CHUPCHeS BER MEL PL ON Sa om Lm a Bo kms ar ae er ee aes tw ce 
Development clearing house proposed ..... ees we: 


Special Report: "13th General Assembly of Weenee Protestant Federation 


bi, GLaudett e, Marquet o. «mi fcarste ++ lee ice les be 00 las ee ee ee ee se OL. OF pane 
Business leaders reproved for ignoring development ...... 
Role of laymen abroad viewed by European churches ........, 
Churches' ministry for peace engages CEC consultation ....... 
» British churches start drive for development aid .... «208s 
Brash sets new goals for largest WCC division........ 
Divisional committee to debate mission and development, racism 
Speakers for church development consultation announced ..... 
Mission and development closely related, committee contends... 


Education 
Ministry study inaugurated by South Pacific association... . 
WCCE quadrennial assembly set for Peru in 1971 26 ee we ee 
DWME acts on race, education, literature .9. 26 see ee eee 
Churches must face facts of life, Beirut lawyer says ...... 
Youth recognized by WCC policy-makers . 2. 6 104 eee ee ee es 
European Christian educators approve $2 million fund ...... 
. Enrolment in Hungary's Protestant seminaries rises .....4+-. 
_ Clergy to the deaf may get extra training... ..+4..sses2. 
Indian court says Church can operate schools .... +4 ..s«-+6-s 
18th Graduate School session at Bossey to examine Church's future 
Theology by mail permitted in Latvia ..........s.ee-s 


e 
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Ethics 


cember, 1969 


Atomic weapons’ ‘help péace "effort OR THOMEH PIP AGLOPS SNP IVOAUA POAYS ALTHO 
Theologians join talks on human organ transplants ....... 2... «ws 
pba ah find transplants permissible ....... AAPIVZ ALP, ORL, 


Churches' role 


in leisure-tourism examined at ddwient) papion et rt ot tm 


Bossey summer course on worship in a secular age .......+2.6+268-s 


Evangelism 


Cyprus seminar 
Proselytism in 
Joint study on 
Special Report: 


considers. Christian view, of .unbelieverg 4... « « » & « 6 

Indonesia Cri t1 O12 ow a at Ee eee te 6 A MOMIOL SVS OLE 

common witness, proselytism TAPAS REE Tee haiti ot Seed 
"Enlarged Divisional Committee on World aber and 


Evangelism" e e e e e . e e e e s ° e ° ° ° e e e e e e e e ° e e e 


Family Life 


Lutheran/Reformed talks consider marriage problems ........ 
Protestant bishop challenges opposition to birth control ...... 


Festivals and Anniversaries 


Polish churches celebrate nation's silver jubilee . ........ 
News Focus: "A Reformed Pope or Christian Ombudsman?", by Walter J. 
Hollenweger ... oid tag ay h A te oe ee ee ee Ce re ae 
Spanish Bratasesitedn to cae 100th be: oe ee, fet he te edd 
Patriarch rerteratés "plea “on "Raster \ SF". 8" BeeCR VOLS toh ie. gtd 
Burmese Baptists mark historic“ anniversary Vr V Fy? Outen, ee ee 
Christmas message of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake to the member churches . 


General 


Photo ,Opkoumene NO. eB eiseuse touts no te tere +6 DORON IG. S8VOn gnsTEslo,IgNse 
Photo Mrkouméend. Nos I9eJorT, docars. to. vidmepea, tpromepe ciel. 9. tatoged, 
Photo -Otkoumenc «No 20 pnienge dn tone ro te de “avis dmdans be) oO SUPMMMOS 2a mass 
Photo »Oikoumene.No.Ll:«... AsPMHOs I¥9D, BUI oest. tel. beverqex arab asl 4; 
Photo,-Oikoumene..No.k2.5.4.., eae Woo, b2agosted ve. psyedy, beoxyas pepyel, 
Photo -Oikoumene -No.13 +. @Pfseslyapnop Js) P2g8aGs HOPSH Jos YAVsafasm, 3 
Photo -O:koumeneNo. 14 2.0. .4., MiB: ATPMAOLSYID, AOR, 2SVABP QIBIK Ropozuss, 


Humanum Studies 


Studies will probe "Christ€¥an"fuman “fob? 4, DP spypagp vp bp vi papopegosz. 
Christian dialogue with other faiths, human institutions study voted 
Church and’Society staudy*votea. hs ee Le ORS SEO ein eh a ne 


Information 


Church leader ;to comment an/moon ‘ltanding®*, *P°, 772%, Vi CMePap sesuperos 


News Feature: "Netherlands Film Festival A ya tiriey World Council Artist", 


by, Frances, S.Smithre» FXPA, 7PUNS: o APPA, FP PIPE? POR Aree 
Communicators urge co-operative etrarbe ithe (PacPRie?"., VE P®PALROIS 
Kyodan to reconsider Expo '70 participation... .....0...4.. 
Christian communicators vote joint project with Catholics ...... 
Christians in Middle East discuss literature needs ......... 
New style press service announced for 1970 ........... 08. 
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Inter-church Aid 


Iran's Shah opens new hospital built with churches' gift ......... .32 
WCC. staff.member  givenzaward 2Q9% Qs) eet qty woiviogn, ‘Ae .. 9984 Qe R32 
Churches aid flood victims in Tunisia, Algeria ... SIR “HELURWS 36 
DICARWS sends first gift of $10,000 for relief in *885Ri ay’ ass ficiake gl» eet x 
DICARWS asks $200,000 to aid Yugoslav earthquake victims ......... .39 
First tesponse to WUG s ELUGOs lav appeal |: ". «been ht on -aamae. mannhsrae “daneee aU 
Churches" role°in relief°coming Up for, discussion, «: a. tien tyviucsennalt Feeoace al 
brash sets wéew goals for. largest WCC division. 5... swe ba Bid un Bae tnadeawene ee 


Inter-confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Russians, Americans exchange views on peace, disarmament ........ . .28 
Cyprus seminar considers Christian view of unbelievers .......-.+.. +34 
Local, state councils aided an Roman Catholic membership ......... 34 
German Lutheran preaches in Russian Orthodox church ..... «2... «+s + + « «34 
anclican/Roman Catholic permanent COMMILSSRONY ansd*tantmamenea anata atteetauase 
Lutheran/Reformed talks consider marriage problems... . «+ + ++ « «« «40 
Methodist/Anglican mission agencies weigh joint effort .... +. . +4. . « «40 
LatdinalWillebrands ‘visits ‘Patriarch Athenagor as... ..'> re Sanadac’s “shana ‘dtanv4e 


Inter-faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Church disagreement on mission surfaces at WCC meeting .......... +30 
World Council of Churches sends message to Mufti of Jerusalem ....... (31 
Christian dialogue with other faiths, human institutions study voted ... .3l 
News Feature: ''Jewish-Christian scare Frank and to the Point", by 

Faith Pomponio ... se PE ote tater at ete, «G FIRMRTT 34 
WCC to launch dialogue wich men Na Ging faiths GM JOIVISE Fegt”d @4YIe Fee4g 


International Affairs, War and Peace 


Atomic,weapons-help peace effort If2 CGamIF ake * BUTE 42. MRHOTELYOSS Beh gigeyoy24 
Russian Orthodox church sponsors peace conference ...... 16 1 ee ee 24 
Stress poverty, not defence, Quakers tell president ............ «24 
Zagorsk conference examines international situation .......... «+ 25 
Churches press for, Nigeria/Biafra :truce .. o> homirart faa dte chad eae ieee! 
Russians, Americans exchange views on peace, disarmament ...... ... . +28 
Criteria. for,.political action;to,be studied, by ;CCTA,.... nao steebudtn* daamyto 
Rhodesia .and great powers..come Ande. Sire uner.e od hate ctahen i’ ubuse® ete ber Enee 
Cuba and Rhodesia among concerns of World Council ... «6 2 2 4 oe oe. oS] 
Australian council of churches vetos nuclegr arms . .. 2. 2 2.6 6 0 «© 6 « o 33 
"Beace Week" ohserved..in Dutch .hurchés.« ...0 antetAaHA fc 8seanberi: an btaytenios 
United. Church .of,.Canada wants Girina (ig cM Ss ows ieilalcw tec els, ‘eels Wile, SO eke oe 
Vietnam consultation urges churches push for peace ........-+ +. « +36 
World Council leader pleads for peace in Vietnam . 2. « «6 «6 wie m0. © © 030 
Consultation of US/USSR churchmen presses for arms control talks ..... .36 
TZ. at .WCC..cable -President)-Nixon 9498 L2G 27 WAR sew. cPSPPPN, 2 E178, SPL ISHO SSE LIGG 
Dr. Blake congratulates DLO 18 LHe SAE PR2EAVOPLID PAPITVPS, HHISTIA, SP HOL8P LH 7 
Courage and imagination needed at "SALT" mm ldke. AOL JSOUPS, «-PIKT. NP FIPS, TWLBY 
CCIA officers voice Christian concern for arms talks .......... . .40 
Blake at moratorium urges nations to reject war, military might ...... .40 
Churches' ministry for peace engages CEC consultation ........ 4... .42 
Christian peace ethic published in Germany «2 2. 1 eee ee ee ee ee 43 
Japanese churchmen oppose Sato-Nixon communiqué . . sw foe ee ew ee we ew 43 
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International Affairs, War and Peace (continued) 


; / : ; bint clea 
Feature Article: "Buddhists in Vietnam Want Social Revolution With 
a Human Face™, an interview with Miss Cao Ngoc Phuong ........ . 43 
Swedish arms protest, received by: WCCIA .ukoinul-nas amiioiv bool? bis sedouwde4 


Laity 
French’ students refube*oriipetioh °° . >. oF eh eae, se st pee ap pica at te sean ae aie 
Spéclal ‘Report The Mixed (OTeaslNys Of LOUPLGM . yoee a) td oe te eee ee 
Churches’ role in leisure-tourism examined at consultation ........ .35 
Lutheran ‘Church 1 Canada may ,anproye “tay ministers. «i'siie a ieee eels ee wee 
Business leaders reproved for ignoring development ........ 6... 41 
Role of laymen abroad viewed by European churches ... ... «2 + «© + « 042 


Literature and Publications 


Comp lete* New English Bible will be avartable tn Marcn. , ss oa om 6. «peu 
Australian Plans ecumenical NYM DOOK os sts 6 6, io an elie. atoreeiel Gite ee sn 
Distribution of Rumanian Bible reported .... my aac sae hay Sone rie arrears SS 


New publication hits apartheid policies in asa PRBED BLL LCas «sine tein sel ee 
Youth needsytpotenthaliat resséd. “in sEAGCRUGarGGEly . «me «mek oh ah ole 
DWME "acts. on “ftace,!education, olitératurien. Onbidamant”. by. WAalSer Jo. cn suse 
Two U.S. Presbyrerian churches statt“union-—talks—again——t- see 
Work starts on,common :Arabic,Bible sesaqsostsys soieaia wo Saomestasath dowdde 
Asian Christian publishers' meeting stresses distribution ...... . . 037 
Clergy/laity split, renewal rhetoric held cause for alarm ....... . .38 
Feature: 'Ecumenical Pioneering in Literature Development", by 

Frances: S$... ober, cs cpt tcc eens esares ChEOCIOS S10 kine 
New style press service iaoie ded ae "1970 to-nam-dziw sugolssb.donusl 02.0004 


Liturgy and Forms of Worship 


Worship in a secular age discussed at consultation... 6.0.0.0. ee soe 2 «32 
Vatican official says new mass for unity being prepared ........ . .33 


Ministry 


Ordination or women artery 701... ss sya met. peng agers: Nleggry vie ot. 
Protestant observer comments on European Bigheee eanedreac’ ia 6) |) apell ee ta 
French students refuse ordination ... 8 adiuk Hy meates, Team dhihk die aed gi callie ik ae 
Ministry pipet inaugurated by South Pali rte SESQCIM CLO, ic, eu sme ube ica ae 
Feature:-"A Woman In“the*Paipre:,, by Claudette Murdtee . «1. %. «6 + «se + sm 
Change “in priests "benétits Urged vy Yugoslav Orthodox... . « « o> sis an oun tae 
Australian *inidistrial' ¢ngotarner meee. oz, «1's, cuca tence bho aah oe) tc aie sane ee 


Mission 


Urban mission course concluded in Kenya .... 2.6 6 ee ee ee ee ee 24 
Missionaries still needed, USPG secretary SayS sues i6 oe le ete Od ae De te 627 
Mission of African churches discussed by Tanzanian president ....... .28 
DWME acts on race, education, sliteraturese”. 74 Sobsda. nd listiigaedit. bite. sgn2ur29 
Strong regional bodies aid urban industrial mission ....... 2... . «29 
Church disagreement on mission surfaces at WCC meeting .......... 30 
Christian dialogue with other faiths, human institutions study voted ... .3l 
Christian agencies serving seamen to form new association ....... . .32 
Feature "South London Girds for the Seventies", by Frances S. Smith (No.5)*.33 
Joint action in mission works for two U.S. denominations .... . ..'. « «35 


EPS Index/July-December, 1969 


Mission (continued) 


Urban/industrial ministers of North America confer ........ 

New, rolewfor(miesion defined Hy7PottereiIgat 229349 VAS Ge ane 

Australidnwindustrial chaptainehmeét 4942.9 UL have QAR AA BATON 

Divisional committee to debate mission and development, LOCTaNl, ct a. 

DWME enlarged committee asked to rethink mission... . «MRS os Ys age 

Mission and development closely related, committee chitenaa Pes 

Special Report: "Enlarged Divisional Committee on World Mission and 
Evangelism? « ....«:/(akbog i), J ge aged Qsy. £732 GOR, $9 QBRs  XQHONITY f 

Feature: "Ecumenical Pioneering in Literature Development", by Frances 
$2 iSuitel: ).vitetevial eagaga.ud Dy sededy, 79493442..92 


*Urban Industrial Mission Series 


Mixed Marriages 


Catholic.order appedlsof£6rieeumentéal ‘baptism’ 286209 FOP Slee Lee a 


Orthodox Churches 


serbian patriarch to ‘visitisaGeneVabsiexseasos ‘sank “tot ‘codeid mobods1Q ~~ 
Guides for ecumenical action to be drawn for U.S. Orthodox ....... 
Serbian Orthodox patriarch welcomed to World Council headquarters . . 

Russians, Americans exchange views on peace, disarmament ....... 

Orthodox youth group will examine ethics, spirituality .......... 
#5000 ‘Orthodox parishesyyagantse4h20he eAfbis SPiaw. cinle.gqodaid:seivers 
Change in priests' benefits urged by Yugoslav Orthodox ......... 
ierbute to Patriarch German. walcues; Pes BeROoEs. Pool a eO se eGe det Rb Ae ids 
New Orthodox bishop .for,Japan,.consecrated 4.. 44h} ese nemow ee oefoe ARs 

Patriarch of Antioch unfrocks "thnee «fess shoternd vob dsandd. Tol. sxodae 


Other Living Faiths 


Feature Article: "Buddhists in Vietnam Want Social Revolution ‘With a 
Human Face'", an interview with Miss Cao Ngoc Phuong ......... 


Personalities 


Greek bishop named to Harvard divinity school staff (Bishop Trakatellis) 
Woman Presbyterian theologian appointed by Catholic college (Russell). . 
Beruian Parr LarcurtoO Vieie, GENGVG (GGA Fis ese tea is be ds sleet he aS 

Charles. Lutz elected to? World Counc!) post? 24PUP , AIK See ee ee 
Ecumenical refugee worker gets award (Toureille) ............ 
East German. church names offiteers’ (Beste,* Noth)’ *. eo es ae 
Drvy Simms) named. Primate: of AlLT7Grelend*s® BAe Oe ee ee ee ee 
Moderator. of Japan's Kyodan’ dies (SUZUKI) oe, 


° 


Serbian Orthodox patriarch welcomed to World Council headquarters (German) 


Director of World Council's largest division resigns (Browne-Mayers) 
Salvation Army elects a Swede (Wickberg) ..........24 2404486 
Liberian vice-president visits Council (Tolbert) ............ 
Greek ecumenical pioneer dies (Alivisatos) ...........+24246-. 
Christian Aid chief invited to head DICARWS (Brash). .......... 
Former United Nations educator among those joining staff ........ 
wcOJstaff.member given awatd! (BPewetés)2y US 49S Bees eee ee 
New archbishop of Dublin named (Buchanan) ......... . : 


News Feature: "Netherlands Film Festival Recognizes World Couneil Artist", 


by Frances S..Smiths (Taylor,>19g7yegs 97 FSeurn eee eee ke es 
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Personalities (continued) 


World Methodists appoint Geneva secretary (Borgen)... .... 
UN General Assembly elects Baptist woman from Liberia (Brooks) . 
Baptist World Alliance executive dies (Nordenhaug) ........ 
German Lutheran preaches in Russian Orthodox church (Wischmann). 
New WSCF staff member (Musgrove) ..ieidjey-o% sakes sot3tinwos bes 
Methodist minister and wife found stabbed in Chicago (Johnson) . 
Tribute paid to Harry Emerson Fosdick .5. 6 6 4 eoeuele e sae 
Russian Orthodox leader confers with Pope Paul (Nicodim) .. .% 
Father, Dunne, of SQDEPAX: honoured +4 444 bi Se Pe 5eO7U. 195 ieee 


Ecumenical Institute director installed by Athens University (Nissiotis) 


Serbian prelate dies (Met. Sonit. tat EVE LOPHROHE re eee hae. 
Tribute to Patriarch German .. . sCOUUR ee: Hue ee ee Ly 
Prominent Nigerian churchman killed (aitnoal a SeainG 


Tinbergen contribution to PRS ROnB SI society hailed in ‘Blake telegram . 


Profile: "Agent for Social Change",by Faith Pomponio (Lutz) ©. 
Bishop, Lilje to retire ..... . : Me ee se ek ee tr 
New staff named by World YMCA Pe pe MN Peacomep Gs 4-182) ae 
Leading Indian Christian dies (Manikam)y..\ eajgieun Deoetaue oe 
New Orthodox bishop for Japan consecrated (Nagashima) .. 
Brazilian Lutheran leader dies (Schlieper) ........... 
Old Catholic archbishop retiring soon (Rinkel) ......... 
Bishop Dietzfelbinger visits Geneva ..0... 8... sw ee : 
Prof. Hromadka resigns presidency of Christian Peace Conference 
Monrovian bishop slain while aiding secretary (Brown) ..... 
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U.S. church protests against Rhodesia's ban on missionary executive (Marcus) 42 


Archbishop Iakovos reports "ecumenical agony" in Latin America 


NCC/USA elects woman president at stormy assembly (Wedel) . 
Speakers for church development consultation announced 


Personal Liberty, Morality 


T Wee | Corre bicuchcase wet ges ee 


WCC asked to press for release of Russians ......e+.-s 
Pornography fair opposed by Danish Christians ....... 
RNOCSS EAN Pane er CYLES CLES: os. is. sin en dhs ae ieee as eeees aie 


Race Relations 


Australian churches urge square deal for, Aboriginals... ..% 
Canadian church condemns Rhodesian referendum . . . 0s. 2. 8 eo% 
American Methodists vote funds. for black caucus). ..6. . «64% 

New Zealand churches debate South Africa tour) '. . .05 6. e068 * 
Black Manifesto repudiated by U.S. Lutheran church. ...... 
"Betty Thompson Chronicles the Black Manifesto Debate"... .. 


Correction to "Betty Thompson Chronicles the Black Manifesto Debate" 


Episcopal bishop of Philadelphia supports Black Manifesto group 
New publication hits apartheid policies in Southern Africa... 
Middle-class mentality impedes race progress, ALC churchman says 
DWME acts on race, education,» literature;.o% 44 ehetivicl Teton .bi 
Stronger programme to combat racism asked .... «2 s+ es ee es 
Programme to combat racism set by Central Committee .... .%. 
NCC, Episcopalians vote large sums for black projects ..... 
South African groups to study Christianity in apartheid society 
Archbishop sees coloured opposed to apartheid... ....«6..-s 
Massachusetts churches seek $1 million for black people .. . 

Dutch Reformed commission accepts interracial marriage ..... 
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Race Relations (continued) 


Black Manifesto rejected by LCA Executive Council. ..... se es 
Race programme receives first gift of $100,000 ........48 68 
South African Baptists withdraw from church council .... +s 2.4% 
Bhodesian Land( bill cripiniMedte?te5e eSanerte.corsiwils DOT\OFAW 08 
Projects combatting racism deserve support, German churchmen say. . 
YWCA board allocates $100,000 for black economic development... . 
Irish council of churches refuses motion on rugby team. ...... 
New Zealand Methodists oppose next year's rugby tour. ......s. 
U.S. church protests against Rhodesia's ban on missionary executive 
Black militants interrupt Manchester Cathedral service ....... 


Divisional committee to debate mission and development, racism ..... 
South Africa will allow $40 million credit to lapse; target of churches 


WCC called to widen minority representation .......4.4.+6-e0e-e 


Refugees, Migrants and Relief 


Dr. Blake appeals, to, Nigeriian/Biafrancoleaders oe) susmed).celeo-Mentsd. 
U.S. churchmen ask bigger contribution to UNRWA ...... +2 «es. 


Ecumenical refugee worker gets award .... ee ee eo ete Nes yaa 
WCC may lift Nigeria/Biafra appeal to $5,000, 000 cus’ sts ¥aosog@piaor J 
feemmisration study tG 6b under sway hits << +l wile waa bcs ee as a 


WCC asked to lift Nigeria/Biafra appeal ceiling to $5 million ... 
REEETOMPOUCINGC ALG TOP COSALT A reste le ye slate te ial oak ke fe: he Boe 
LWF starts medical service to Nigerian Rivers State ......e.-. 
Nigeria Christian council asks key role for national Red Cross... 
Blake challenges Middle East churches to support reorganized refugee 

Broeranme. ,. 0... ‘ mbneysiey.ApiesbodA.eameabaoe dowrdo. 
Joint Church Aid Elight shine «.s bYOtered. ns BeyOlb? emed. ooivss 
Presence of government official delays discussion ......4..%. 
Churches urged to take new stance on Palestinian refugee problem. . 
Better treatment of migrants asked by Swiss churchmen ....4... 
Special Article: "How Arab Christians Assist Palestine Refugees", by 

Js.Richard Butler geuses dsatgilog stowed) ao.ayvoet. agostulosex. ye 
U.S. refugee conference hears numbers growing ....... 2.28% 
Shift in migrant ministry emphasis sought in U.S... 2... 2 ws. 
Relief consortium asked to reconsider operation to Biafra ..... 
Joint Church Aid to continue its airlift for Biafra... .9. . 2.060% 
Special Article: "Interview with Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, on WCC Aid 

to, Nigeria/Rvatival biedsimda aL yo ineigeiel) yvbuss of.aguesg osold 


Religious Liberty 


Christian schools in Pakistan face nationalization ......... 
Tndidn ‘court ‘sdys Church can operate schools . . . . « « «.0 = 2 eo 6 
Special Report: "Minority Churches in the Polish People's Republic", 

HycLdtiare cAthdndsfadi se vecperd s+ hats ml Soe tee Peete eh no 
New opportunities granted missionaries in Nepal .. «4... ss ees 
Digsident, Baptists warned by Soviet Official... s.e 3 0 8 a tw 8 
Tolerant attitude to religion hit by Communist paper ........ 


Renewal 


Chuych groups, unite |... .. .. .. KES WIMOSe b. I HIMeNOW M6, SATIOD “sSpuily 
Kirehentag resolutions focus on Church, political issues ...... 
Development a major issue in Kirehentag discussion:.......e.. 
Special Report: "Ktrchentag 1969", by Tatiana Athanasiadis ..... 
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Renewal (continued) 


Archbishop. calls: for actionl rgmyoy sv lIyoeny B3e Fe, bg IQS (9F 9399] 


Churches must face facts of life, Beirut lawyer says ....... 
Mexican churches. to study church renewal’. . so. woe. eee 
Message to WARC/ICC churches stresses need for change ...... 
Clergy/laity bee: renewal rhetoric held cause for alarm ... . 
"Jonathan's Wake" promises confrontation at NCC assembly . . 


Special Report: "What Are Japanese Students Saying to the Church?", 


by, Lan,MacLeod,.,.....3000 WO2UT S JBSY ISSe “Seggge eye DOR Iay sy 


Sacraments 


Anglicans in Pacific may receive Communion in Roman Catholic churches 


Newovocabu Lary: for conbyoversial | topl¢agewolnk. «+. stantte wokte. Aue 
Catholic order appeals for ecumenical baptism .....+24+24.2«2-s 
20,000 Armenians attend blessing of the Holy Chrism at Etchmiadzin 
New Faith and Order study goes "beyond intercommunion” ...... 
Anglican canon takes Communion at Methodist church... ... 4. 
French Protestant requests admission to Communion ........ 


Science and Technology 


Dr. Blake Salutes BpallOstligntit, . eins ac eha tet ole ah ek abe tis 
European churchmen: comment’ on “Apollo 2°07." se ha tw’ ain ova pete 


Social, Political and Legal Problems, and Christian Action 


Canadian Lutherans adopt social statements .. . . 0. 2. se we wes 
Canadian church condemns Rhodesian referendum ..... 2.2 ee ss 
Rehabilitation home to.open in.Hereford .... S89. 8s te fs 6 le eG 
Special Article: "The New Moralists", by Claudette Marquet .... 
Dr. Blake discusses development aid with West German leaders .. . 
European round-table proposed by churchmen. ..0. 2. 8 ee Soe 
Special Report: "Ktrechentag 1969", by Tatiana Athanasiadis ..... 
Ktrehentag resolutions focus on Church, political issues ..... 
Special Report: ''The Mixed Blessings of Tourism" . 9. 2. sos. 0e.. 
Future of human society may be studied by World Council ..... 
Churches must face facts of life, Beirut lawyer says ....... 
Concern voiced for countries "inflamed" by national feeling .. . 
Church, andAS60tety studyivabedse) enagud... 4. data wasvasdal . ielai: 
South African groups to study Christianity in apartheid society . 
Bavarian Christians warn on National Democratic Party ...... 
Current. Affairs, Interview.on ‘Irish Question". ..... . « ¥J&%s¢ 
UN General Assembly elects Baptist woman from Liberia ...... 
United, Church of Ganada Wan Gab sce ee a eg ol gids 
Anglican clergy plead for South African detainees .....-«.-s 
Presbyterian pastor is first victim of Kenya oath-taking ..... 
12,€6,,WOC cable Bres ident. Wig ieee a eee te ote a be 
Central Committee's Mideast statement criticized . .....+..-. 
Dreiib Lake, Comments on Midewat Gr Gr aie ie le eg le i alee ae oe 
Presbyterians in Ireland back government reforms ......s+ee-s 
Irish churches out of touch, says ecumenical secretary ...... 
Greek :bishopasaccuse archbighon ivan. tobias dr aeeeidias Us le aed) whee 
Bossey summer course on worship in a secular age .....+.+es-s 
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Social Service 


Diakonia federation frges continuing WCC umit .....s +s «se. 
Christian dialogue with other faiths, human institutions study voted 
Christian agencies serving seamen to form new association ..... 
Clergy tothe deseetayesereextra training ie ss oes "eae a eo 
Committee on environment set up by U.S. national council . 
WCC-transmitted gift aids leprosy work in Africa..... 


Statistics 


WCC may lift Nigeria/Biafra appeal to $5,000,000 . . 
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Theology 
World Council concern for "vertical dimension" stressed by Central Committee 
ch airman es e e e e . . J e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 
WCC Central Gemmeehue issues icupee to As ey eiieenne Pe the ae rae 
Worship in a secular age discussed at consultation... ola! We 


Common theological statement sought for West German chur ches . 
New Faith and Order study goes "beyond intercommunion" .... 
Theology by mail permitted in Latvia... Se ee 


CEC promotes theological conversation with BRE ieetenc in the Third World 


Women and Children 


Woman Presbyterian theologian appointed ee GCatholichoolilare sn. Gh.5 is 
Ordination of women after '70?... , : ; 
Lutheran federation urged to put women in decision-making ae =e 
Wouen's "Least Coin” fundsto aid’ 57 projects... . 5 eae is, eek 
Feature: "A Woman in the Pulpit?", by Claudette Wenanee. igi 
YWCA board allocates $100,000 for black economic development .... 
WCC/Roman Catholic women's group meets in Geneva ....... 


Youth and Students 


Prench -atucente Peruse; ore ceatil) sierte od seen eaa es a wien, (s fiey eee 
Special Report: "Kirchentag 1969", by Tatiana Athanasiadis ..... 
Orthodox youth group will examine ethics, ane atirees Namen as 
Archbishop calls for action ... 5 PME witha Ye a) Ties af Wee Shy, ae eee @ 
Churches must face facts of life, Beirut RGR OS AYE a.) ons ail) wa) We et 
Youth recognized by WCC policy-makers 9% ss. 6S Ne ns os 
World YMCA gives youth key committee: posts .(. 1.6 Se we ee 

New U.S. office to aid scholarship students from overseas .... . 
Philippine students consider economic development ... 
Ground broken for WSCF headquarters ., Why eel CaS ie nae Feels 
Photo Story: "Work Camps and Development" .......+6+s e000. 
European youth secretaries will encourage three-pronged ai diane ojos 
Ecumenical youth centre proposed by Congo Catholics, Protestants. . 
News Focus: "A Village to be Resettled", by Wilbert Forker ..... 
15% oOeerorto Alegre delegates under’) shel eS ew kel i 8 cee 
Larger ecumenical youth secretariat for Middle East is sought ... 


Special Article: "Youth: New Impact at Porto Alegre", by Neil Mellblom 


YWCA board allocates $100,000 for black economic development ... . 
Special Report: "What Are Japanese Students Saying to the Church?", 

by Tan. Macleod, . aii «+ 5S We 6 ee an wee 
WSCF changes headquarters plans ..... + © «© «© « «© © «© © © © we 
YMGA antablished iis) +. = ws + Sipe SARUM es oe a 
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